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Season of change ylelds second state berth

By John Rittenhouse

Every rebuilding project re-
quires a new design, and Phillip
Paquette laid out his blueprint
for the 2016-17 hockey season
well before practice started in
November.

Paquette, who was named Lu-
verne’s head boys’ hockey coach
earlier in the year, had his own
vision of what style of play he
wanted to display on the ice dur-
ing his first season on the bench.

The changes he wanted to
implement may have seemed
somewhat drastic from what
Cardinal players and fans have
become accustomed to, but they
were necessary.

Luverne, after all, was entering
its first season of play without the
services ofhigh-scoring forwards
Chaz Smedsrud (who graduated
last spring) and Jaxon Nelson,
whodecidedtojoin the SiouxFalls
Stampede and forgo his junior
year of high school eligibility.

Faced with the reality that LHS
would no longer be an offensive
powerhouse, Paquette, along
with assistantcoaches Paul Erick-
sonand Adam Ossefoort, decided
the time to steer the program in
adifferent direction was athand.

Instead of trying to outscore
their opponents in bundles, the
coachesagreed thebestapproach
to finding success on the ice was
to become a more defensive-

focused squad.

“The entire coaching staff was
optimistic at the beginning of the
season because we knew we had
a talented team,” Paquette said.

“We also agreed to switch our
focus on defense because the
teamhadlosthigh-scoringgames
in the past couple of section
championship games. Coach-
ing changes are always tough
on players, and the same can be
said about switching the focus
from offense to defense because
it required some of them to take
over newroles. We metwith each
kidindividuallybefore the season
tolayoutourvision forthe season.
We told them we wanted to play
hard, clean, disciplined hockey
and thatwe needed them to stick
together as a team to face all the
challenges the season will offer.
To their credit, they did just that.
Theyshowed up and worked hard
in every practice and in every
game.

Luverne got off to a strong start
by winning its first five games of
theyear, includingan impressive
3-2 victory on the road over a
ranked Orono squad.

The five-game run ended with
a home loss to Waseca, but the
Cards bounced back to win four
of their next five games as well
as capturing the consolation

Change/continued on page 5
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Luverne seniors (from left) Jesse Reed, Chris Jelken, Andrew Reisch and junior Ben Serie take part
in the introduction ceremony at the Xcel Energy Center March 8.
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Members of the Luverne High School hockey team and the coaching staff watch the action on the ice during the consolation semifinals in Mariucci Arena Thursday.
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championship at the South St.
Paul Tournament.

LHS ended play in 2016 with
a 4-0 home loss to a talented
Totino-Graceteam onNew Year’s
Eve day, which ignited anegative
stretch that had the Cardinals
sporting a 0-3-1 record during a
four-game span.

“It wasn’t that we were playing
horriblehockeyduringthatspan.
We were having trouble because
we were not scoring goals,” Pa-
quette said.

“We got together for a team
meeting after the St. Paul Acad-
emy game (the last game of the
four-game stretch) and I told
the kids to look at the rest of our
schedule and that there was no
reason why we couldn’t come
togetherand win everygame, and
that’s what we did.”

The Cardinals put together an
impressive run after Jan. 6, and a
lot of the credit goes to Luverne’s
play on the defensive end of the
ice.

The Cards reeled off 10 con-

hrs

B —'\S p

Rock County Star Herald

2017 Boys' State Hockey

Page 5

secutivewinsto completea19-5-
1regular season and capture the
BigSouth Conference champion-
ship with a 14-2 record.

LHS registered six shutout
victories during the final push of
the regular season and notched
its 11" shutout of the season with
a 7-0 win over Windom in the
quarterfinal round of the Section
3A Tournament.

The Cards went on to outscore
Hutchinson and Marshall by
a combined score of 9-3 in the
final two rounds of section play
to secure a berth in the state
tournament for the second time
in program history.

LHS didn’t pick up a win dur-
ing its second state appearance,
but the Cardinals did turn some
heads by forcing top-seeded
Hermantown, the defendingstate
champion, into overtime before
dropping a heart-breaking one-
goal decision.

The task didn’t get any easier

Change/continued on page 6
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Luverne junior defenseman Jim Erickson battles for the puck with
EGF's Jackson Galstad during the consolation semifinals.
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Luverne sophomore Charlie Reisch prepares to take the ice for the pregame skate prior to the state
quarterfinal against Hermantown at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul March 8.
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the following day, when LHS met
East Grand Forks in the consola-
tion semifinals.

The Green Wave, who captured
the state titles in 2014 and 2015,
scored threeunanswered goalsin
thefinal 26 minutes ofthe gameto
end Luverne’s 22-7-1 campaign.

“The state tournament was an
amazing experience and I think
it will be something the guys will
carry around with them for the
rest of their lives,” Paquette said.

“It'shard to putinto perspective
rightnowbecauseit’ssofresh, but
we almost beat a Hermantown
team that is arguably one of the
best teams in our state in either
class. It was an amazing effort.
Then we got to play against an
equally strong East Grand Forks
team, and we were tied with them
in the second period before run-
ning out of gas. This was a great
season, and on paper, we should
be an even stronger team next
year. We still have a lot of work
to do, and we will lose some fine
seniors who were great leaders,
but we should be an equally
strong team next year.”

With a special thanks going
to the featured advertisers who
made this special section pos-
sible, here is a look back at what
wasasensational 2016-17 season.

Nov. 29
Luverne 10,
Fairmont 2

The Cardinals delivered first-
year head coach Phillip Paquette
his initial victory when they
opened the season in Fairmont.

Luverne scored the first six
goals of the game and ended the
contest with a four-goal run to
defeat Fairmont by eight goals.

Nick Harder, Kasyn Kruse and
Declan Beers scored two goals
each to pace an LHS offense that
outshot the hosts 40-14.

Harder led the Cards with four
assists, Jesse Reed and Coy Gon-
nerman chipped in two each and
Kruse, Tyler Reisdorfer and Ben
Serieadded oneassisteachtothe
winning cause.

Harder opened the scoring
1:52 into the game and added an
unassisted tally at the 9:15 mark
ofafour-goalfirst period for LHS.

Gonnerman chipped in a
power-play tally and Gaige Nath
added an unassisted tally to the
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John Rittenhouse photo/0316 herman 8
Coaching together for the first time as a staff, Luverne head coach
Phillip Paquette (above, left), Adam Ossefoort (above right) and Paul
Erickson (right) implemented a defensive style of play that led the
Cardinals to the state tournament for the first time in three years.

Beers scored his first goal of Fairmont ended Luverne’s

the game at the 12:50 mark of the
second period and Serie made it
6-0 when he netted a power-play
tally with 5:55 remaining in the

six-goal run with one second re-
maininginthesecond period and
added another goal 47 seconds

stanza.

first-period eruption. Change/continued on page 7
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Luverne junior forward Nick Harder closes a passing lane for a Hermantown Hawk defender during the state quarterfinals in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 6

into the third period to trim the
difference to four goals (6-2).

The Cards ended any thoughts
of Fairmont making a comeback
byscoringfourtimesinthegame’s
final 13:51.

Kruse scored twice in a span of
15 seconds to up the lead to 8-2.

Beers capped his two-goal
effort with 12:25 remaining and
Reed netted the game’s final goal
with 8:27 left to play.

Kaden Ericson stopped 12 of
the 14 shots he faced in goal for
LHS.

Dec. 2
Luverne 6,
SP-L-H-TCU 3

The Cardinals opened the
home portion of their schedule
by besting St. Peter-Le Sueur-
Henderson-Tri-City United by
three goals at the Blue Mound
Ice Arena.

Declan Beers and Kasyn Kruse
scored two goals each foran LHS
squad that outshot the visitors
34-14.

Athree-goalfirstperiod helped
the Cardinals double up the

Bulldogs.

Beers opened the scoring 7:48
into the contest and Jesse Reed
and Krusenetted unassisted goals
in the final 7:20 of the stanza to
give the Cards a 3-0 cushion.

SP-L-H-TCU trimmed the dif-
ference to two goals (3-1) 3:03
into the second stanza and had
anextended, one-manadvantage
when LHS took a major penalty
as the period progressed.

The Cardinals, however, killed
the penalty without yielding a
shot on goal and scored a pair of

goals shortly after the infraction
expired to assume control of the
contest.

Beers registered an unassisted
tallyand Kruserecorded apower-
play goal 27 seconds apart to up
the lead to 5-1.

TheBulldogsscored with seven
seconds leftin the second period
andadded apower-playgoal 7:13
into the third period to make it a
5-3 game before Luverne’s Mark
Sterrett provided an insurance
goal with 6:30 left to play.

Daniel Tofteland made 11 saves

ingoalduringhisfirstvarsity start
of the season.

GaigeNath, AndrewReischand
Ben Serie charted one assisteach
for the winners.

Dec. 3
Luverne 3,
Orono 2
The Cardinals produced a sig-
nature victory when they edged
the Spartansbyonegoalin Orono.
Orono entered the game as

Change/continued on page 8
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Luverne junior defenseman Trey Roberts impedes the path to the goal for Hermantown’s Brady Baker during the state quarterfinals in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 7

the state’s eighth-ranked Class
A squad and played like it by
outshooting the Cardinals 42-17
in the game.

Luverne, however, rose to the
challenge to postits biggestnon-
conference win in two seasons.

Kaden Ericson was brilliant
in goal by stopping 40 of the 42
shots he faced and the Cardinals
received goals from three differ-
ent players to earn the victory.

Orono took a 1-0 lead with a
power-play goal 6:54 into the
game, but the Cards answered
with apower-playgoalfrom Tyler
Reisdorfer to knot the score at
one before the first period was
complete.

A goal from Ben Serie gave
the Cards a 2-1 edge 7:35 into
the second period before the
Spartans battled back to tie the

game at two with 1:42 remaining
in the stanza.

Jesse Reed netted what proved
to be the game-winning goal for
LHS 2:50 into the third period.

Kasyn Kruse received assists
for all three of Luverne’s goals in
the game.

Chris Jelken, Trey Roberts and
Serie notched one assist each for
the Cards.

Dec. 6
Luverne 3,
Marshall 0

The Cardinals registered their
fourth consecutivevictorytostart
theseasonwhen theyblanked the
Tigers in Marshall.

A three-point performance by
Kasyn Kruse and a shutout ef-
fort in goal by Daniel Tofteland
highlighted the victory.

Making his second start of the
season, Tofteland was perfect in
net as he stopped all 17 shots he
faced in the contest.

Kruse led a Luverne offense
that compiled 32 shots on goal
by scoring twice and notching
one assist.

After the teams skated to a
scoreless draw in the first period,
Kruse registered a pair of unas-
sisted goalsinthefirst10:22 ofthe
second period to give the Cards a
2-0 advantage.

Krusereceived an assistfor Ben
Serie’s power-play tally four min-
utes into the third period, which
capped the scoring in the game.

Dec. 8
Luverne 5,
Redwood Valley 0
The Cardinals came up with

a key Big South Conference vic-
tory when they upended RWV
by five goals at the Blue Mound
Ice Arena.

BothLuverneand RWVentered
the clash with 3-0leaguerecords.

The Cardinals remained un-
beaten after outshooting RWV
34-8 in the game.

Kasyn Kruse turned in a four-
assist effort and Kaden Ericson
recorded an eight-save shutoutin
net to highlight the victory.

The teams skated to ascoreless
draw in the first period, but the
Cardsregistered five unanswered
goals in the final two stanzas.

ChrisJelkenopenedthescoring
at the 11:15 mark of the second
period and Coy Gonnerman
made it 2-0 with 3:33 remaining
in the stanza.

Tyler Reisdorfer added a pow-

er-play tally with 1:52 remaining
in the period to give Luverne a
3-0 cushion.

BenSerieandJesse Reedscored
goals 25 seconds apart with less
than five minutes remaining in
the third period to cap the win.

Kruse charted assists for Lu-
verne’s first goal and the final
three tallies.

Andrew Reisch, Reed and Serie
notched one assist each.

Dec. 10
Waseca 6,
Luverne 3

Luverne’s five-game winning
streak to start the season came to
anendwhenthe BlueJayssaddled
the Cardinals with a three-goal
setback at the BMIA.

Change/continued on page 9
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The Cardinals were in a posi-
tion to win their fifth consecutive
conference game when Declan
Beers scored 1:41 into the third
period to knot the score at three.

Wasecasimplydidn’tletithap-
pen.NickRollingand Peter Meyer
scored goals in a 49-second span
togive thevisitorsa5-3advantage
with 11:09remainingand Rolling
capped the scoring with 7:46 left
to play to seal a three-goal con-
quest for the Blue Jays.

Althoughthe Cardinalssported
a 37-16 advantage in shots on
goal, LHS never sported a lead.

Jackson Priebe gave the Blue
Jays a 1-0 cushion at the 11:54
markofthefirstperiod before Lu-
verne'’s Chris Jelken knotted the
score at one with 5:17 remaining
in the stanza. } A 4

Waseca’s Spencer Heitkamp g Vs ¥ 4 Jrssg fing
put the Blue Jays in front 2-1 &y 5 gﬁ?f;‘}gm
when he scored with one second a Yo K
remaining in the first period, but
Luverne’s Nick Harder tied the
game at two with an unassisted
tally 2:17 into the second period.

Waseca’s Meyer scored his first
of two goals 16 seconds later to
give the Blue Jays a 3-2 edge they
took into the third period.

Beers, Jesse Reed and Tyler Re-
isdorfer charted one assist each
for the Cardinals.

Daniel Tofteland played the
first two and one-half periods
in net for the Cardinals and sur-
rendered five goals.

Kaden Ericson yielded one
goal in the final eight minutes of
the game.

Dec. 20
Luverne 8,
Windom 0

The Cardinals thrived during l : n @ A

John Rittenhouse photo/0316 herman 45
Change/continued on page 10  Luverne High School students break out in celebration after Tyler Reisdorfer knotted the score at two during the state semifinals.
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Luverne senior Jesse Reed tips the puck in front of a Hermantown player during the state quarterfinals at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 9

power-play situations to high-
light an eight-goal victory over
the Eagles at the Blue Mound
Ice Arena.

Luverne scored seven power-
play goals in 10 opportunities to
set the stage for an easy victory
over Windom.

Ben Serie and Tyler Reisdorfer

led the offensive charge for an
LHS team that outshot the Eagles
32-13 by scoring two goals each.

Kaden Ericson stopped all 13
shots he faced in goal to record
a shutout for the Cards.

LHS scored four goals in the
first and second periods of the
contest.

Declan Beers opened the scor-
ing with a power-play goal 5:05
into the game, and Kasyn Kruse
and Reisdorfer added power-
play tallies 3:12 apart later in the
period to make it 3-0.

Serie added an even-strength
goal with six seconds left in the
stanza to up the lead to 4-0.
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LHS putthe gameawaybyscor-
ing four power-play goals in the
second period.

Nick Harder and Serie scored
one goal each in the first 8:53 of
the stanza.

Reisdorfer scored with 6:27
remaining in the period before
Chris Jelken capped the scoring

with an unassisted tally with 2:49
left in the stanza.

Beers, Harder and Kruse re-
corded two assists each in the
game.

Reisdorfer, Jesse Reed and
GaigeNathadded oneassisteach

Change/continued on page 11
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to the winning cause.

Dec. 22
Luverne 8,
Worthington 0

A big second period lifted the
Cardinals to victory when they
squared off against the Trojans
in Worthington.

The teams played to ascoreless
draw in the first 17 minutes of
play, but Luverne exploded for
sixsecond-period goalsand went
on to sport a commanding 60-6
advantageinshotsongoalduring
an eight-goal victory.

LHS received goals from eight
different players in the contest.

Kasyn Kruse opened the scor-
ing 15 seconds into the second
period and Gaige Nath and Nick
Harder registered goals 47 sec-
onds apart to make it a 3-0 game
with 15minutesleftin the stanza.

Ben Serieupped theleadto4-0
with7:39remainingin the period
and Chris Jelken and Tyler Reis-
dorfer scored goals 14 seconds
apartto cap the six-goal eruption
with 3:05leftin the second stanza.

LHS netted a pair of third-
period goalsto complete the win.

Jesse Kontzscored 4:40into the
final period and Coy Gonnerman
netted the game’s final goal with
6:04 left to play.

Jelken led the Cards with two
assists in the game.

Jonathan Stearns, Reisdorfer,
MarkSterrett, Nath, Gonnerman,
Andrew Reisch and Skylar Ding-
mann added one assist each to
the winning cause.

Daniel Tofteland registered
a six-goal shutout in net for the
Cards.

Dec. 26
Woodbury 5,
Luverne 3

The Cardinalstooktheirsecond
setback of the season when they
took on the Woodbury Royals

Rock County Star Herald
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during the opening round of the
South St. Paul Tournament.

Luverne took a 3-2 lead with a
pair of second-period goals, but
the Royals scored three times in
thethird period tosettle theissue.

Ronnie Sweeny knotted the
score at three for Woodbury with
a power-play goal 2:03 into the
third period.

AlecWonsmos and Ben Wahlin
added goalsin the first nine min-
utes of the third period to ice the
win for the Royals.

Max Meyer gave Woodbury a
1-0lead 1:02into the gamebefore
Luverne’s Trey Roberts knotted
the score at one with a goal at the
11:45 mark.

Zach Lanz gave the Royals a
2-1 edge with a goal with 5:18 re-
maininginthefirststanza, butthe
second period belonged to LHS.

Nick Harder tied the game at
two with 8:50 left in the second
stanza and Mark Sterrett scored
with 5:18 remaining to give the
Cards a 3-2 edge.

Woodbury sported a 40-22
advantage in shots on goal in
the game.

Kaden Ericsonmade35savesin
netfor LHS, whichreceived atwo-
assist effort from Declan Beers.

Jim Erickson, Gaige Nath and
Andrew Reisch recorded one as-
sist each for the Cards.

Dec. 27
Luverne 4,
Hastings 1

The Cardinals advanced to the
consolation championship game
by defeating the Raiders by three
goals during the consolation
semifinals of the South St. Paul
Tournament.

Hastings sported a 1-0 lead
after one period of play, but the

o

Cardinalsnetted twogoalsineach
ofthesecond and third periodsto

John Rittenhouse photo/0316 herman 42

Luverne senior goalie Kaden Ericson makes a pad save in front of Hermantown’s Hunter Olson dur-

Changel/continued on page 12
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Luverne sophomore forward Mark Sterrett controls the puck in front of an East Grand Forks player during the consolation semifinals in Mariucci Arena.

Change/continued from page 11

register a victory.

The Raiders notched the lone
goal of the first period when Co-
lin Sieh scored with 57 seconds
remaining in the stanza.

The rest of the game belonged
toLuverne, whichsporteda33-19
advantageinshotsongoalduring
the contest.

Nick Harder registered an un-
assisted tally9:17into the second
period to knot the score at one.

Chris Jelken gave the Cards
their first lead (2-1) when he
scored during a power-play situ-
ation with 5:38 remaining in the
second stanza.

The Cards put the game away
with a two-goal third period that
started with Ben Serie netting a
power-play goal with 8:18 left

CASUAL e« FRESH * LOCAL

1202, KNISS AVE. LUVERNE, MINN. 56156 | 507+« /583
WWW.THE-BLUESTEM. COM

to play.

Mark Sterrett capped the scor-
ingwith a counter that came with
4:11 remaining in the game.

Jelken charted two assists for
the Cards, while Harder finished
the game with one assist.

Daniel Tofteland stopped 18
of the 19 shots he faced in goal.

Dec. 28
Luverne 4,
Hopkins 0
The Cardinalswonthe consola-
tion championship of the South
St. Paul Tournament by skating
to a four-goal victory over the
Royals.
Luvernesportedal-0lead after
34 minutes of play and iced the
victory by scoring three goals in

y /
it %k 4

BLUESTEM

CATERING CO.
LUVERNE. MINNESOTA

602 E. MAIN

507-449-BLUE (2583)
BLUESTEMCATERING@OUTLOOK.COM

the third period.

Jesse Reed led the Cards offen-
sively by netting two goals, while
Kaden Ericson registered a 23-
save shutout in goal to highlight
a standout defensive effort.

Reedscored thelonegoalinthe
first two periods of play when he
put the puck in the net 5:09 into
the game.

Luverne, which outshot Hop-
kins 40-23 in the game, exploded
for three goals in the third period
to seal the victory.

Jim Erickson doubled the lead
(2-0) 3:37 into the stanza.

Trey Roberts and Reed reg-
istered power-play goals in the
game’s final 6:52 to solidify the
win.

Kasyn Kruse turned in a three-

assist effort for the Cards.
Erickson, Mark Sterrett and

Nick Harder contributed one

assist each to the winning cause.

Dec. 31
Totino-Grace 5,
Luverne 1

The Cardinals completed play
in2016witha9-3record afterfall-
ing to the Eagles by four goals at
the Blue Mound Ice Arena.

T-G gained control of the
game by outshooting LHS 15-3
and scoring two goals in the first
period, and the Eagleswenton to
outscore the Cards 3-1 therest of
the way to win handily.

Cam Fagerlee opened the
scoring with a power-play goal
4:42 into the game and Ryan Hill

added a tally with 7:03 remain-
ing in the first period to give the
Eagles a two-goal cushion.

T-G uppeditslead to 3-0 when
Sam Hentges scored 42 seconds
into the second period, but
Luverne countered with anunas-
sisted goal from Tyler Reisdorfer
to cap the scoring in the second
period at the 4:55 mark.

Fagerlee’s second goal of the
game 4:13 into the third period
gave the Eagles a 4-1 advantage
before Ryan Jordan added an
empty-net goal with 21 seconds
left to clinch a four-goal victory
for T-G.

The Eagles sported a 36-31
advantage in shots on goal in

Changel/continued on page 13
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Luverne senior defenseman Chris Jelken challenges a shot by Hermantown’s Jesse Jacques during the state quarterfinals in St. Paul Thursday.

Change/continued from page 12

the game.

Daniel Tofteland turned in a
30-save performance in goal for
the Cards.

Jan.3
Luverne 1,
Mankato East 1

The Cardinals opened play in
2017 by skating to a draw with
Mankato East at the Blue Mound
Ice Arena.

Luverne sported a 45-28 ad-
vantage in shots on goal in the

contest, but the Cardinals were
limited to one goal.

Nick Salzie gave the Cougars
a 1-0 lead when he registered a
goal with 8:03 remaining in the
first period.

Luverne knotted the score at
one 1:13 into the second stanza,
whenKasynKrusenetted thelone
goal of the contest for LHS.

The teams skated to a scoreless
draw the rest of the night.

Kaden Ericson turned in a 27-
save performance in goal for the

Cardinals.

Jan.5
New Ulm 4,
Luverne 1

The Cardinalslost theirsecond
conference game of the season
when they squared off against
the Eagles at the Blue Mound
Ice Arena.

Luverne sported acomfortable
43-20 advantage in shots on goal
of the game, but it was New Ulm
that walked away with a three-

goal victory.

The Cardinals drew first blood
inthe contestduringafirstperiod
thatfeatured LHS sporting a 20-4
cushion in shots on goal.

Kasyn Kruseregistered thelone
goal for the hosts when he regis-
teredapower-playtallyatthe7:08
mark of the opening period after
being set up by Tyler Reisdorfer.

New Ulm overcame the early
deficit by netting a pair of goals
in both the second and third
periods.

Glavine Schugel, who regis-
tered a hat trick for the Eagles,
tied the game at one with ashort-
handed tally 2:23 into the second
period before giving New Ulm a
2-1 edge with 4:02 remaining in
the stanza.

Nate Miller upped the Eagles’
lead to 3-1 2:48 into the third
periodbefore Schugel completed
his hat trick with an empty-net
tally with 44 seconds left to play.

Change/continued on page 14
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Luverne junior forward Declan Beers fires a pass across the ice during the state quarterfinals against Hermantown at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 13

Kaden Ericson stopped 16 of
the 19 shots he faced in goal for
the Cardinals.

Jan. 6
St. Paul Academy 6,
Luverne 0

A slump of not winning a game
in four outings continued when
the Cardinals squared off against
the state-ranked Spartans in St.
Paul.

St. Paul Academy, the state’s

third-ranked team entering the
clash, lived up to the billing
against LHS.

The Spartansscored sixgoalsin
the first two periods of play and
blanked the Cards for 51 minutes
during a one-sided contest.

SPA assumed control of the
gamewith afour-goalfirst period.

Adam Zakowski opened the
scoring 2:52 into the contest
and Dominic Picciano added
consecutive goals as the period

progressed to give the Spartans a
3-0 cushion with 7:24 remaining
in the stanza.

Devin McCabe added apower-
play tally with 2:37 remaining in
the period to up SPA’slead to 4-0.

It appeared the score would
remain intact after two periods
of play until the Spartans struck
twice in the final minute of the
second period.

JackJohnson and Matt Dahlse-
idenetted goals 23 seconds apart

togive the Spartansa6-0 cushion
with two seconds left in the sec-
ond stanza.
SPAsporteda31=24advantage
in shots on goal in the game.
Kaden Ericson made 25 saves
in goal for the Cardinals.

Jan. 10
Luverne 15,
Fairmont 0
A 15-goal outburst by the Car-
dinals snapped whatwas a streak

of playing four games without
producing a victory when LHS
met Fairmontat the Blue Mound
Ice Arena.

Luverne’s 15-goal effort wasits
highestscoringtotal oftheseason
and it enabled the Cardinals to
complete asweep of their season
series with Fairmont.

It looked like the game might
be competitive when the hosts

Change/continued on page 15

-~

N

REMME
CONSTRUCTION (449-7366 “Lrmme.

Concrete Flat & Walls, General Carpentry, and Home Remodeling
Dennis Remme ¢ (507) 220-0204
Scott Remme ¢ (507) 220-3609
1264 200 Avenue, Magnolia, MN 56158

Hwy. 75 & Main Street
Luverne, MN

Those Blasted Things
(507) 283-4027
www.thoseblastedthings.com

Largest Rock Shop
in the Area!

i Metaphysical Products,
W Exclusive Egsential 0ils, and so
much more!

carrier!

N

PARTS-SALES-SERVICE

507-449-4386

~

7 BILL & MICHELLE
AANENSON
621 S KNISS AVE,

LUVERNE, MN 561 56/




March 16, 2017

Rock County Star Herald

2017 Boys' State Hockey

Page 15

Change/continued from page 14

N

\

led 3-0 at the first intermission.

The contest turned into a rout
in the second and third periods,
when LHS registered six goals in
each stanza to win handily.

Kasyn Kruse, who netted four
goals in the contest, opened the
scoring 3:57 into the game and
Nick Harder scored his first of
three goals 11 seconds later.

Harder added an unassisted
tally with 9:18 remaining in the
first period to make it 3-0.

Ben Serie and Coy Gonner-
man, who added two goals each
to the winning cause, scored 36
seconds apart in the first 2:39 of
the second period to double (4-0)
Luverne’s lead.

Gaige Nath and Kruse regis-
tered goals 33 seconds apart to
make it a 6-0 game before Gon-
nermanrecorded hissecond goal
of the contest at the 6:06 mark of
the second stanza.

Jesse Reed capped the six-goal
second period with a short-
handed tallywith 3:49remaining.

Kruse scored twice and Serie

and Harder added one goal each
to up the lead to 13-0 with 9:40
remaining in the third period.

Charlie Reisch registered a
power-play goal at 2:25 before
Tyler Reisdorfer notched the
final goal of the game with 1:28
left to play.

Luverne, which received a 17-
save shutout from Daniel Tofte-
land, outshot Fairmont 57-17.

DeclanBeersand Reed charted
three assistsforthe winners, while
GonnermanandHarderrecorded
two assists each.

Trey Roberts, Kruse, Nath, An-
drewReisch, CharlieReisch, Cade
VerSteeg, Chris Jelken, Serie and
Skylar Dingmann notched one
assist each for LHS.

Jan. 14
Luverne 8,
Willmar 2
The Cardinals had their way
with Section 3A foe Willmarwhen
the teams squared offin Willmar.
Luvernenetted fourfirst-period
goals and never trailed in what

ended as a six-goal victory.

Seven different LHS players
scored in the game including
Kasyn Kruse, who was the lone
Cardinal to net two goals.

Luverneracedtoa3-0lead with
Ben Serie, Coy Gonnerman and
Gaige Nath scoring goals in the
game’s first 9:42.

Willmar’s Eli Slaghter ended
the run with a power-play tally
with 1:54 remaining in the open-
ing stanza, but Nick Harder reg-
istered an unassisted goal with
26 seconds left to give the Cards
a 4-1 advantage they would take
into the second period.

Kruseand Declan Beersscored
goalsinthefirst8:48 ofthe second
period to up the lead to 6-0, but
Willmar’s Avery Smith made it a
6-1 game before the period was
complete.

Kruse capped his two-goal ef-
fort with an unassisted tally 6:02
into the third period before Mark
Sterrett capped the scoring with

Change/continued on page 16

John Rittenhouse photo/0316 herman 22
Luverne junior Tyler Reisdorfer emerged as a key player in Lu-
verne’s defensive style of hockey during the 2016-17 season.

John Rittenhouse photo/0316 egf 17

Luverne sophomore forward Gaige Nath (25) earned a position on the third line during his first season
as a member of the varsity squad. He is one of six sophomores on the varsity roster.
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apower-play goal that came with 4 3
50 seconds left to play.

Gonnerman and Jim Erickson
charted two assists each for the
winners, while Tyler Reisdorfer,
Kruse, Serie and Chris Jelken
added one assist each to the win-
ning cause.

Kaden Ericsonmade 23 savesin
goalforan LHS team thatoutshot
Willmar 39-25 in the contest.

Jan. 19
Luverne 7,
Redwood Valley 0

The Cardinals completed a
sweep of their annual season
series with RWV by coasting to a
seven-goal victory in Redwood
Falls.

Luverne, which bested RWV
5-0 at the Blue Mound Ice Arena
in December, bettered that effort
in the rematch.

Mark Sterrett recorded his first
hat trick as a varsity skater and
Kaden Ericson turned in a 16-
save shutout in goal to highlight
the win.

Sterrett gave the Cards a 1-0
lead 4:32 into the game and Jesse
Reed added a power-play tally
with 3:13 remaining in the first
period to give LHS a 2-0 cushion
in the second period.

Luverne settled the issue by
recordingfourgoalsinthesecond
period to up the lead to 6-0.

Sterrett scored the first goal of
the stanza at the 7:17 mark of the
period before completing his hat
trick with 2:03 remaining.

Tyler Reisdorfer netted an
unassisted goal at the 6:38 mark
of the second period and Nick
Harder added a goal 52 seconds
later.

Declan Beers completed Lu-
verne’s seven-goal effort with a
power-playtallyatthe 12:29 mark
of the third period.

Ben Serie recorded four assists
for the Cardinals, while Kasyn
KruseandReed added two assists
each to the winning cause.

Beersand Reisdorferregistered
one assist each for LHS, which
sported a 28-16 advantage in
shots on goal in the game.

Jan. 21
Luverne 4,

Waseca 0

Change/continued on page 17
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Luverne junior Kasyn Kruse, pictured during the state quarterfinals against Hermantown March 8, led the Cardinals in points during

the 2016-17 season. Kruse is one of nine juniors expected to return to the program next winter.
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The Luverne players gather in front of the net prior to squaring off against East Grand Forks during the consolation semifinals at Mariucci Arena Thursday.

John Rittenhouse photo/0316 herman 43

Luverne junior Tyler Reisdorfer trips up Hermantown’s Ryan Sandelin during the

state quarterfinals in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 16

The Cardinals gained some revenge for
an early-season loss when they skated to a
four-goal victory in Waseca.

The Blue Jays saddled LHS with their
first loss of the season when they topped
the Cards 6-3 at the Blue Mound Ice Arena
Dec. 10.

The rematch belonged to LHS, which
received ashutout performanceinnetfrom
Kaden Ericson and four goals from four dif-
ferent players on offense.

MarkSterrettgave the Cardsa 1-0 cushion
when he scored the opening goal 3:52 into
the contest.

LHS upped the lead to 3-0 with a pair of
second period goals.

Kasyn Kruse put the puck into the net at
the9:46 mark ofthe second stanza and Jesse
Reedregistered apower-playgoal 2:09 later
to make it a three-goal difference.

Change/continued on page 18
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Luverne junior forward Coy Gonnerman advances the puck deep into the East Grand Forks zone during Thursday’s consolation semifinal in Minneapolis.

Change/continued from page 17

Declan Beers completed the
scoring in the game when he
recorded a short-handed goal
13 seconds into the third period.

Reed, Beers, Kruse, Nick Hard-
er, Ben Serie, Jim Erickson and
Tyler Reisdorfer chipped in one
assist each to the winning cause.

Luvernesporteda37-23advan-
tage in shots on goal in the game.

Jan. 28
Luverne 6,
New Prague 0
The Cardinals turnedinacom-
manding performance during
theirsix-goalwin over the Trojans
at the Blue Mound Ice Arena.
KadenEricson posted a 14-save
shutout in goal and Nick Harder
and Kasyn Kruse combined ef-

forts to score five goals in the
lopsided victory.

New Prague won the consola-
tion title at the 2015 state tour-
nament, but the Trojans were
no match for an LHS squad that
sported a 30-14 advantage in
shots on goal in the game.

LHS scored one goal in the
first period, two in the second

and three in the third to win the
contest handily.

Kruse gave the Cardsa1-0lead
1:02 into the game and doubled
theadvantage (2-0) withapower-
play tally 5:42 into the second
period to cap a two-goal effort.

Harder, who registered a hat
trick for the Cards, scored Lu-
verne’ssecond goal ofthe second

period with 8:33 remaining.

A three-goal third period that
started with Mark Sterrett scor-
ing at the 9:27 mark locked up
the win.

Harder scored twice in a span
of 2:05 to cap the scoring and
complete his hat trick.

Change/continued on page 19
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Luverne sophomore forward Ben Serie battles for the puck with a Hermantown player near the Hawks’ net during the state quarterfinals in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 18

Kruseled LHSwith three assists
in the game.

Declan Beers, Tyler Reisdorfer
and Jim Erickson added one goal
each to the winning cause.

Jan. 31,
Luverne 16,
Worthington 0

Luverne’s best offensive night
of the season turned into a 16-
goal victory when they enter-
tained the Trojans at the Blue
Mound Ice Arena.

The Cardinals sported a 73-8
advantage in shots on goal and
netted a season high 16 tallies
during the rout of Worthington.

Nick Harder, Tyler Reisdorfer,
Kasyn Kruse and Coy Gonner-
man paced the LHS offense with
two-goal efforts.

Kaden Ericson (seven saves in
twoperiods)and Oscar Holmberg
(one save in the third period)
combined efforts to produce a
shutout in goal.

Luverne’s decisive victory

included an eight-goal outburst
in the second period and four-
goal efforts in the first and third
stanzas.

Harder and Reisdorfer netted
one goal each in the first 4:35 of
thegame and Ben Serie added an
unassisted tallywith 5:44 remain-
ing in the opening period.

Kruseregistered anunassisted,
short-handed goal with eight
seconds left in the first period to
up the lead to 4-0.

Gonnerman recorded two

goals, including one unassisted
effort,and Kruseand TreyRoberts
chipped in one goal each in the
first 5:44 of the second period to
double the lead (8-0) for LHS.

Reisdorfer registered a power-
play tally at the 7:24 mark of the
second period, while Jesse Reed
(an unassisted effort), Jonathan
Stearns and Harder added goals
in the final 3:05 of the stanza to
make it a 12-0 game.

Gaige Nath, Mark Sterrett,
Andrew Reisch and Skylar Ding-

mann netted third-period goals
to complete the rout for Luverne.

Reed led LHS with five assists
in the game, while Serie and
Jim Erickson added three and
two assists to the winning effort
respectively.

Chris Jelken, Declan Beers,
Cade VerSteeg, Gonnerman,
Kruse, Roberts and Reisch chart-
edoneassisteach forthe winning
Cardinals.

Change/continued on page 20
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Luverne senior goalie Kaden Ericson registers one of his 49 saves during the state quarterfinal loss to Hermantown at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul.

Change/continued from page 19

Feb. 2
Luverne 3,
New Ulm 2
The Cardinals opened their
February schedule by posting a
thrilling one-goal overtime vic-
tory over the Eagles in New Ulm.
Luverne, which lost a 4-1 de-
cision to the Eagles at the Blue
MoundIceArenaJan.5,appeared
to be in trouble when New Ulm’s
Bayler Kraus registered a power-

play goal with 2:57 remaining in
the third period to give the hosts
a2-1 edge.

The Cardinals simply didn’t
give up the fight.

Kasyn Kruse knotted the score
at two with a short-handed tally
with 1:50 remaining in the third
period and Nick Harder settled
theissuebynettinganunassisted
goal 1:09 in overtime to clinch a
3-2 win over New Ulm.

The teams skated to a scoreless
draw in the first period before
Kruse gave the Cards a 1-0 cush-
ionwith agoalthatcame 7:13into
the second period.

New Ulm’s Nate Miller tied
the score at one with 55 seconds
remaining in the second stanza.

Luvernesported a29-23advan-
tage in shots on goal in the game.

Kaden Ericson made 21 saves
innetforLuverne, whichreceived

oneassisteachfromDeclanBeers
and Jesse Reed.

Feb. 6
Luverne 11,
Windom 1
The Cardinals made shortwork
of the Eagles when the teams
squared off in Windom.
Luverne scored 10 goals in
the first two periods of play and
sported a 42-29 advantage in

shots on goal during a 10-goal
victory over the Eagles.

Kasyn Kruse led LHS offen-
sively with four goals and two
assists, while Declan Beersturned
in a two-goal, three-assist effort.

LHS assumed control of the
contest by erupting for six goals
in the first period.

Kruse scored twice and Ben

Change/continued on page 21
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Serie added a tally in the first
6:15 of play to give the Cards a
3-0 cushion.

Beers scored both of his goals
and Jesse Reed added an unas-
sisted tally in the final 2:27 of the
period to make it 6-0.

The Cardinals putthe game out
of reach with a four-goal second
stanza.

Kruse scored 1:21 into the pe-
riod and capped his four-goal per-
formance with a short-handed,
unassisted tally at the 12:55 mark
of the stanza.

Mark Sterrett and Nick Harder
added goals before the period
was complete to give LHS a 10-0
advantage heading into the third
period.

Charlie Reisch scored 5:45into
the third period before Windom
snapped Luverne’s 11-goal run
with 25 seconds left to play when
David Volk scored for the Eagles.

Kaden Ericson made 21 saves
without surrendering a goal in
the first two periods of the game,
while Daniel Tofteland stopped
seven of eight shots in the third
period.

Harder and Jim Erickson con-
tributed three and two assists
respectivelyto the winning cause.

Reed and Serie chipped in one
assist each.

Feb. 9
Luverne 5,
Marshall 2

The Cardinals completed their
trek to a Big South Conference
championship with a three-goal
victory over the Tigers at the Blue
Mound Ice Arena.

Inwhatboiled down to asingle
gamethatdetermined theleague
title, Luverne overcame an early
2-0 deficit by netting five unan-
swered goals in the final two pe-
riods of play to clinch the crown.

LHS took a 12-2 BSC mark into
thegame, while Marshall entered
its final league game of the year
with a 12-2-1 mark.

Luverne’sfive-goalrally, which
featured goals from five different
players, decided the issue.

Jim Erickson opened the scor-
ingfor LHSwithashotfrom point
that madeita2-1 game with 6:40
left in the second stanza.

DeclanBeersknotted thescore
attwowith apower-playgoal that
came with 2:25 remaining in the
period.

Luverne scored three times in
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the final 7:40 of the third period
to ice the victory.

Kasyn Kruse gave the Cards
their first lead (3-2) of the night
9:20 into the final stanza and Ben
Serie added a goal 10 seconds
later to make it a 4-2 game.

Jesse Reed capped Luverne’s
three-goalthird period with atally
that came with 2:41 left to play.

Marshall got off to a good start
as Dylan Criquet-Danielson
scored 17 seconds into the con-
test before netting his second
goal of the first period with 8:18
remaining.

Luverne sported a 37-22 cush-
ion in shots on goal of the game.

Daniel Tofteland stopped 20
of the 22 shots he faced in net for
the Cards.

Reed led LHS with two assists.

Kruse, Beers, Serie, Mark Ster-
rett and Chris Jelken added one
assist each to the winning cause.

Feb. 17
Luverne 7,
SP-L-H-TCU 0
The Cardinals completed a

Change/continued on page 22
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Luverne junior Jim Erickson swipes at the puck during the state game against Hermantown.
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Luverne junior forward Declan Beers battles for the puck along with Hermantown’s Dawson Pietursa during the state quarterfinals in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 21

19-5-1 regular season by rolling
to a seven-goal victory over St.
Peter-Le Sueur-Henderson-Tri-
City United in Le Sueur.

Luverne scored all seven of its
goals in the first two periods of
the game to sweep their annual
season series with the Bulldogs.

The win also completed a 14-2
Big South Conference slate for
the Cards.

Luverne, which outshot the
hosts49-18in the game, received
ahattrickfrom Kasyn Kruseand a
two-goal effortfrom Nick Harder.

Harder opened the scoring
with a power-play tally 5:06 into
the game and Kruse scored eight
seconds later to make it 2-0.

Harder’s second goal of the
night came with 1:02 remaining

Drmkmg
Water
_Systems -

in the first period and Mark Ster-
rettadded a power-play tally with
five seconds left in the stanza to
up the lead to 4-0.

LHS iced the win with a three-
goal second period.

Jesse Reed opened the scor-
ing in the second period with
a power-play goal 6:49 into the
stanza.

Kruseregistered anunassisted,
short-handed tally with 8:23 left
to play in the second period
before scoring the game’s final
goal with 54 seconds remaining
in the stanza.

Daniel Tofteland turnedina 16-
save shutout in net for the Cards.

Kruse, Harder and Ben Serie
contributed two assists each to
the winning cause, while Reed,

Water made by
reverse osmosis process

Rentals ® Sales ® Service |

610 West Hatting * Luverne, |
507-283-4630  Darin Smeins
Lic. # WM068242

Sterrett, Declan Beers and Tyler
Reisdorferfinished the gamewith
one assist each.

Feb. 25
Luverne 5,
Windom 0

The Cardinals opened the Sec-
tion 3A Tournamentby skating to
afive-goalvictory over the Eagles
during a quarterfinal-round
game played at the Blue Mound
Ice Arena.

Top-seeded LHS was limited
to five goals by eighth-seeded
Windom, butthe Cardinals domi-
nated the contest by outshooting
the Eagles 75-18 in the contest.

Five different Cardinals putthe
puckin the net and goalie Kaden
Ericson recorded an 18-save

shutout to highlight the victory.

Luverne assumed control of
the game with a three-goal first
period.

Trey Roberts netted an unas-
sisted tally and Mark Sterrett
scored a goal 2:47 into the game
to give the Cards a 2-0 lead.

Coy Gonnerman added a goal
with 5:35 remaining to cap the
scoring in the first period.

LHS went on to add one goal
in each of the second and third
periods.

Ben Serie upped the lead to
4-0 with 5:15 remaining in the
second stanza.

Gaige Nath scored the game’s
final goal with 1:23 left to play.

Chris Jelken led the Cards with
two assists in the contest.

Serie, Gonnerman, Jesse Reed
and Andrew Reisch added one
assist each to the winning cause.

Feb. 27
Luverne 4,
Hutchinson 2

The Cardinals earned a berth
in the Section 3A championship
game by topping the Tigers by
two goals at Gustavus Adolphus
College in St. Peter.

In what was a hard-fought
battle in the semifinals be-
tween the Cards and fifth-seeded
Hutchinson, Luverne scored four
of the final five goals of the game
to advance to the title tilt.

After the teams battled to a

Changel/continued on page 23
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scoreless draw in the first period,
Hutchinson’s Peyton Jasken net-
ted the first of two power-play
goalsbytheTigersto give histeam
a one-goal edge 32 seconds into
the second period.

Hutchinson’s 1-0 lead didn’t
last very long.

Luverne’s Nick Harder tied the
game at one with an unassisted
tally 53 seconds later.

The Cardinals gained a 2-1
lead when Ben Serie netted his
first of two goals with 52 seconds
remaining in the second stanza.

Serie’ssecond goal ofthe game
came 5:25 into the third period
and it upped the lead to 2-1.

The rest of the scoring came in
the game’s final minute.

Hutchinson’s Jake Mraz net-
ted a power-play goal with 48
seconds remaining to make it a
3-2 difference.

Tyler Reisdorfer answered
for Luverne with an unassisted,
empty-net goal that came with
19 seconds left to play.

Luverne sported a 39-22 ad-
vantage in shots on goal in the
contest.
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Kaden Erickson made 20 saves
as Luverne’s net-minder.

Trey Roberts and Jesse Reed
recorded assists for the winners.

March 1
Luverne 5,
Marshall 1

The Cardinals captured their
second Section 3A title in pro-
gram historywhen theyupended
the Tigers by four goals at the
Lund Center on the campus of
Gustavus Adolphus College in
St. Peter.

The section championship
game was a tight battle for the
better part of two periods, but
Luverne outscored Marshall 4-0
inthefinal 19:59to earntheir sec-
ond trip to the state tournament
in the past three years.

Kasyn Kruse turned in a two-
goal effort for an LHS squad that
outshot the Tigers 33-18 in the
game.

Goalie Kaden Ericson made 17
saves in net during the contest.

Luverne netted the game’s first

Changel/continued on page 24
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Luverne’s Kasyn Kruse checks East Grand Forks defenseman Luke Vonesh Thursday.
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Cardinals Tyler Reisdorfer (2), Nick Harder (9) and Chris Jelken (19) scramble for the puck during the consolation semifinals against East Grand Forks.
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Luverne sophomore forward Ben Serie searches for a teammate in Hermantown’s defensive zone during the state quarterfinals in St. Paul March 8.

Change/continued from page 24

goal 9:44 into the contest when
Jesse Reed registered an unas-
sisted tally.

The 1-0 cushion remained
intact until 7:30 remained in the
second period, when Marshall’s
Mason Plate knotted the score
at one.

Kruseregained thelead for LHS
with2:59leftin the second period

and the Cardinals never looked
backastheysettled theissuewith
a three-goal third period.

Mark Sterrettignited the third-
period uprising 58 seconds into
thestanzabefore Kruseregistered
apower-play tallytomakeita4-1
game with 7:49 left to play.

Declan Beers scored the final
goal with 51 seconds left.

Nick Harder led the Cardinals
with two assists in the title tilt.

Reed, Kruse and Trey Roberts
charted one assist each.

March 8
Hermantown 3,
Luverne 2
The Cardinals made a big
splash during their state tourna-

mentdebutagainst Hermantown
at the Xcel Energy Center in St.
Paul.

Luverne entered the game as a
hugeunderdogagainstthestate’s
top-ranked team, but the Cardi-
nals earned respect by forcing
the Hawks into overtime before
falling by one goal at game’s end.

The teams skated to ascoreless

draw in the first period of play
before Hermantown gained a2-0
lead in the second period.

Tyler Watkins netted the first
goal of the game for the Hawks
1:44 into the second period.

Ryan Sandelin made it a two-
goal difference with 2:46 left in

Change/continued on page 25
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the stanza, but that proved to be
thelasttime Hermantown would
score in regulation play.
Luverne defenseman Tyler Re-
isdorfermadeita2-1gamewhen
he netted a power-play tally with
1:54 left in the second period.
Reisdorfer sent the game to
overtime when he netted his
second unassisted goal of the
game with 2:08 remaining in the
third period.
The game’s overtime session
didn’t last very long.
Hermantown'’s Dylan Kolquist
scored the game-ending goal 42
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secondsinto overtimetosendthe
Hawks to the semifinals.

Hermantown doubled (52-26)
Luverne’s outputin shots on goal
in the game.

Kaden Ericson, who was sen-
sational in goal for LHS, made
49 saves.

March 9
East Grand Forks 5,
Luverne 2
The Cardinals drew another
tough assignment when they

Changel/continued on page 26

East Grand Forks defenseman Dylan Egeland keeps Luverne’s
Kasyn Kruse away from the puck in Mariucci Arena.
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Luverne junior defenseman Tyler Reisdorfer is introduced to the television audience prior to the state
quarterfinal against Hermantown. Reisdorfer netted both of Luverne’s goals in the game.
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John Rittenhouse photo/0316 herman 23
Luverne junior forward Declan Beers swipes at the puck from his knees during the state quarterfinals against Hermantown March 8.

Change/continued from page 25

were pitted against the fourth- ucci Arena in Minneapolis. ships in 2014 and 2015, but that  citbyscoringagoallateinthefirst —at two, but the Green Wave reg-
seeded Green Wave during the East Grand Forks captured didn’t seem to intimidate LHS. period and another early in the istered three unanswered goals
consolation semifinals in Mari- back-to-back state champion- The Cardinalseraseda2-0defi- second period to knot the score Change/continued on page 27
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Hills, MN Ellsworth, MN Luverne, MN FD'C Sophomore Ben Serie, pictured during the game against Hermantown March 8,
netted Luverne’s first goal against East Grand Forks.
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Mark Sterrett (front) and Jesse Reed (24) keep an eye on the action from the
bench during the state quarterfinals in the Xcel Energy Center.

Change/continued from page 26

during the game’s final 26 minutes to
end Luverne’s 22-7-1 season.

EGF gained the upper hand early as
Hunter Olson scored 2:58 into the con-
test and Carter Beck added a tally with
37 seconds left in the opening stanza
to give the Green Wave a 2-0 cushion.

Luverne answered the challenge by
scoring twice in a span of 29 seconds
to tie the game at two.

Ben Serie quelled EGF’s momentum
bynettingan unassisted tallywith seven
seconds left in the first period.

Kasyn Kruse knotted the score at
two after being set up by Trey Roberts
and Nick Harder 22 seconds into the

second period.

The Green Wave answered the chal-
lenge by outscoring the Cards 3-0 the rest
of the game.

Nick Lund snapped the deadlock with
9:00 remaining in the second period and
NickDerrickmadeita4-2differencewhen
he netted a power-play goal with 5:18 left
in the stanza.

Dylan Egeland provided EGFwith anin-
surancegoalwhenheregistered the game’s
final tally with 5:34 left in the third period.

EGF sported a 50-20 advantage in shots
on goal in the contest.

Kaden Ericsonregistered 45 savesinnet
for the Cards.

John Rittenhouse photo/0316 herman 1
Luverne junior goalie Daniel Tofteland compiled a 7-2 record during the 2016-17 season and is expected to log more time in net for Luverne next season.
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Section 3A Champions

2017 State Tournament Qualifiers

§ | i E7| s — 3
I | | W |
| | { |
e X = =R ; |
N W ™ .
s Ca & P
X ey i E
[\ | ’
v ) b
[
fraa Y ] £
}!

.g_|[ ==

JOHN RITTENHOUSE PHOTO S

Team members include (lying on the ice, from lefi) Nick Harder, Max Skattum, Mark Sterrett, Trey Roberts, Declan Beers, Kaden Ericson,
Daniel Tofteland, Kasyn Kruse, Coy Gonnerman, Gaige Nath, Charlie Reisch, (kneeling) Andrew Reisch, Jim Erickson, Cade VerSteeg, Ty-
ler Reisdorfer, Skylar Dingmann, Jesse Kontz, Ben Serie, assistant coach Adam Ossefoort, (back) head coach Phillip Paquette, assistant
coach Paul Erickson, manager James Chanthalangsy, Chris Jelken, manager Levin Stuker and Jesse Reed.
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