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Roll cards, roll!
Luverne High School girls' hockey team rolls through section 

championship on way to state competition in St. Paul

Luverne hockey girls celebrate after beating New Ulm 3-2 Feb. 15, in the Section 3A Championship 
game in New Ulm. Pictured are (front, from left) Emma Saarloos, Brenn Siebenahler, Mallory 
Nelson, Reghan Bork, Kamryn Van Batavia, Cheyenne Schutz, (second row) Hannah Woodley, 
Payton Behr, Anika Boll, Mallory Von Tersch, (third row) assistant coach Ellen Wenninger, Zariah 
Holmgren, Billi Connell, Macie Edstrom, Ella Apel, coach Tony Sandbulte, (back) Greta McClure, 
assistant coach Matt McClure and manager Morgan Gonnerman. Jennifer Nelson photo/0224 hockey group

By Star Herald staff
The recently complet-

ed 2021-22 girls’ hockey 
season marked the third 
time in a row a Luverne 
High School team quali-
fied for the Section 1A 
state girls’ hockey tourna-
ment.

The third time proved 
to be the Cardinals’ best.

They finished the 
season with a remarkable 
23-5 record.

Coach Tony Sandbulte 
remarked during playoffs 
that his team built their 
own successful momen-
tum one game at a time. 

“It’s been a dream 
season. The girls set 
goals and worked hard 
to achieve those goals 
together,” Sandbulte told 
the Star Herald in Febru-
ary. 

“Winning a section 
championship only made 
it more special.”

The Cardinals, the No. 
2 seed in the section tour-
nament, won in double 
overtime against section 
rival and No. 1 seed New 
Ulm. 

Both teams were listed 
in the Top 20 teams in 
Minnesota, and Luverne 
won the section with a 
final score of 3-2.

That feat alone was a 

by our girls,” Sandbulte 
said. “A lot of people had 
written us off, but every-
one in the locker room 
believed.”

Luverne’s only other 
loss in the regular sea-
son was against Dodge 
County, 2-6, at home on 
Jan. 22.

Taking a 23-3 record 
into the state tourna-
ment was a monumen-
tal achievement by the 
Luverne hockey program.

‘Success 
builds success’

For the first time, both 
the girls’ and boys’ hockey 
teams received a Top 5 
seeding from the Minne-
sota State Hockey Tourna-
ment. 

Luverne had previ-
ously random-drawn 
(non-seated) statuses that 
determined the state tour-

satisfying accomplishment for 
the team and for fans.

The Feb. 15 game in New 
Ulm was the third meeting 

between the Cardinals and the 
Eagles this season.

In the previous two con-
tests, the Eagles outscored the 

Cardinals a combined 13 to 
3. A Cardinals win seemed 
unlikely.

“It was truly a gritty win Road to state/see page 7

“It’s been a dream season.”
— Coach Tony Sandbulte

‘Team first’ 
mentality is 
secret to 
successful 
season for 
girls’ hockey

“We always want 
to be at our best 
at the right time.

When the girls 
enjoy coming 

to practice and 
have fun playing 
hockey, it usually 
shows in the final 

outcome.”

— Head coach 
Tony Sandbulte
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Luverne High School athletic director Todd Oye addresses the student body Tuesday, Feb. 22, during a pep rally to send 
off the girls' hockey team ahead of their state appearance that week. Oye congratulated the team members on their victory 
and snapping Luverne's nine-game losing streak to New Ulm in section finals.The hockey players are pictured with gift bags 
prepared by the 12U girls' hockey team players ahead of their trip to St. Paul.

Good luck at state hockey playoffs, girls. We support you
Jennifer Nelson photo/0310 hockey tab
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From the sidelines
Star Herald hockey stringer Matt Lais reflects on role as the 'Voice of the Cardinals' writing 
about games for the paper during the successful 2021-22 girls' high school hockey season

As the Star Herald 
continues to search for 

a full-time sportswriter and 
photographer, talented local 
contributing writers and pho-
tographers have stepped in to 
cover high school competitions.

Lifelong Luverne resident 
and former hockey player Matt 
Lais agreed to tackle girls’ and 
boys’ hockey coverage for the 
2021-22 season. 

He shares his thoughts here 
about what that work has been 
like as the Luverne girls’ hockey 
season stretched into playoffs 
and eventually to state competi-
tion. 

You agreed to the job 
for certain reasons; 
has it been what you 
expected or hoped for?

It has been a really fun 
experience and definitely a lot 
more work than I envisioned, 
having weeks of three games 
each for the boys’ and girls’ 
teams. 

It takes a lot of time watch-
ing game tape, going to the 
games when I can, just to put a 
report together for each game. 

Add that time to balanc-
ing my own work and kids’ 
schedules and it was definitely a 
challenge.  

 
What surprised you? 

What have you learned?
What surprised me the most 

is deadlines, how they creep up on 
you. At the beginning of the week 
you look at the upcoming week 
and feel comfortable about it, but 

then by Sunday you’re like, “I need 
to get these to Lori.” 

What was the most 
challenging thing about it?

The biggest challenge was bal-
ancing how much time to put into 

each report, considering the 50-
plus games played by the girls and 
boys, and typically a game takes 
three hours. 

Add the three hours of view-

Matt Lais, pictured with his daughter, Addisyn, has 
balanced writing Luverne hockey stories for the Star 
Herald with his work life, family life and hockey children.

"It was very satisfying. 
I got to see a different 

approach to sports that I had 
never seen. When I graduated 

high school, I thought being 
a sports reporter in a big city 
following professional teams 

from day to day would be 
so cool. Even though I chose 
a different career, I feel like 
I crossed something off my 

bucket list by getting the 
chance to do this."

— Matt Lais
Star Herald sports stringer 

for Luverne hockey

From the sidelines/see page 14
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Community sends off 
Cardinal girls' hockey team 
with escorted chartered bus

The Luverne High School girls' hockey team leaves town Tues-
day, Feb. 22, on a chartered bus escorted by Luverne fire trucks, 
one of them driven by Luverne fire chief David Van Batavia, 
father of Luverne standout hockey player, Kamryn Van Bata-
via. The escorted departure followed a schoolwide pep rally in 
the district's performing arts center where varsity players were 
introduced one at a time and received parting gifts.

Good luck, Cards! Safe travels
Mavis Fodness photo/0310 hockey tab

Jennifer Nelson photo/0310 hockey tab
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Go Big Red!
Pictured at right, members of the Luverne High 
School pep band, under the direction of James 
Jarvie, keep the Cardinal fans inspired in the Xcel 
Energy Center in St. Paul during the state hockey 
playoffs. Below, red and white apparel dots the 
seating section where Luverne Cardinal fans 
cheer for their home team.

Star Herald photos by 
Canaan Petersen, 

imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab 
crowds and band
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nament’s opening matchups.
The Cardinals first made it to 

the state tournament six years ago.
“I’ve chatted with some girls 

from our first team making the 
tournament in 2016,” Sandbulte 
said. 

“And I told them, ‘See what you 
started?’ Success builds success.”

He said that success starts and 
ends with the team.

“We always focus on having 
a team-first mentality. When ev-
eryone is working for the greater 
good of the team, good things 
tend to happen.”

And that, he said, takes focus 
and hard work between competi-
tions.

“We always want to be at our 
best at the right time,” Sandbulte 
said

“When the girls enjoy coming 
to practice and have fun playing 
hockey, it usually shows in the 
final outcome.”

Leaders on the ice
Individually several Cardinals 

achieved significant milestones 
this season.

At the section championship, 
senior goalie Cheyenne Schutz 

had the best game of her career 
with 49 saves.

She ended the season with 
a 21-5 record with a 91-percent 
save percentage. 

According to the Minnesota 
Girls’ Hockey Hub, Schutz is 
tied for sixth in the state for her 
winning record and is 52nd in the 

Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne Cardinals take to the ice at the start of the Minnesota State High School Girls' Hockey Playoffs on 
Feb.23 in the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul. From left are Zariah Holmgren, Kamryn Van Batavia, Billi Con-
nell, Macie Edstrom, Hannah Woodley, Cheyenne Schutz, Brenn Siebenahler and Emma Saarloos.

Cardinal girls' hockey season 'Road to State'/continued from page 1

Road to state/see page 8
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state for her save percentage.
Team captain Reghan Bork scored 

her 100th goal of her high school ca-
reer.

The senior forward was also state-
ranked for her play this season.

Bork is second in assists (47), 12th 
in goals (39) and tied for fifth in points 
(86), according to the Minnesota Girls’ 
Hockey Hub.

Leading the state in goals and 
points is junior and assistant team 
captain Kamryn Van Batavia, who has 
committed to play D1 college hockey at 
Minnesota State University, Mankato. 

She scored her 200th career goal 
on Jan. 9, marking a rare milestone, 
and she led the state in scoring this 
season.

Van Batavia had 83 goals this 
season and 127 points (a combination 
of goals and assists). She ranked third 
behind Bork in assists (44).

She told the Star Herald, “It has 
been really exciting, and I really en-
joyed seeing all the support from my 
coaches, teammates, family and fans. 

“When I think about our success 
this year, I relate it to a practice goal 
we have set for our team: ‘Practice at 
a high tempo, play at an even higher 
tempo.’ We go hard at practice and 
stay humble, and it’s starting to pay 
off.”

The future of Luverne girls’ hockey 
is looking bright. 

Cardinal girls' 
hockey season 
'Road to State'/
continued from p. 7

Luverne junior standout Kamryn Van Batavia looks for a pass opportunity during the Cardinals' game with 
South St. Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy Center Thursday, Feb. 24. Van Batavia 
is the state's leading scorer with 83 goals this season. That's head and shoulders above the rest of the 
state with the second-leading scorer at 54. She's third in the state for the number of assists — 44 this sea-
son, right behind teammate Reghan Bork, who is second in the state for assists at 47. Van Batavia leads 
the state in points at 127, which is a total of goals and assists.    Canaan Petersenimagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Freshman Peyton Behr is tied 
for eighth in the state in assists (40) 
and tied for 17th in points (62).

In wrapping up his thoughts on 

the recently completed season, 
Coach Sandbulte reflected on 
an important element that led 
to the team’s success.

“The team would just like to 
thank the community for all the 
support throughout the season,” he 
said. “We’ll try it again next year.”

“When I think about our success this year, I relate it to a practice goal we 
have set for our team: ‘Practice at a high tempo, play at an even higher 

tempo.’ We go hard at practice and stay humble, and it’s starting to pay off.”

– Kamryn Van Batavia, Luverne High School junior



March 10, 2022	 Rock County Star Herald         2022 Girls' State Hockey	 Page 9

Luverne Middle School students (at right) joined the cheering section Feb. 23-24 
in St. Paul to support the Cardinal girls' hockey team in state playoffs. They are 
(from left) Landyn Lais, Brody Goembel, Blake Sauer, Treven Bell (middle back), 
Maddux Domagala (lower front), Josh Hansen and Brady Palaschak-Smeins 

Go 
Cards!

imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab
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Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne senior goalie Cheyenne Schutz makes one of her 38 saves in the Cardinals' game with South St. 
Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy Center Feb. 23. Shots on goal for the third period 
were 13-4 in favor of the Packers. Total shots on goal for the game were 41-21 in favor of South St. Paul.

The Star Herald reached 
out to all the seniors on 

the Luverne girls’ hockey team 
about their reflections on their 
high school hockey careers and 
the success of their team. 

Here’s what senior player 
Brenn Siebenahler shared in re-
sponse to questions:

What’s been the most 
remarkable thing about 
your successful season 
and your trip to the state 
playoffs?

The most remarkable thing 
about our season was definitely 
beating New Ulm, since the 
Luverne girls’ hockey team has 
only ever won against them three 
times in the history of the team. 

What do you attribute 
your success to and the 
success of the team?

I had a lot of faith in our team, 
and I was always trying to pump 
our girls up as much as I could 
before every game.

As an outgoing senior 
player, what advice would 
you have to your younger 
teammates coming up 
through the ranks?

Soak it all up! All the years on 
the team goes so fast! 

Once it’s over you will miss 
it a lot more than you think you 
would. Always try to have fun.  

Senior Cardinal Brenn Siebenahler reflects on season, shares advice
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Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne senior forward Reghan Bork looks for a path to the net during the Cardinals' game with 
South St. Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy Center Thursday, Feb. 24.

The Star Herald reached out 
to all the seniors on the 

Luverne girls’ hockey team about 
their reflections on their high school 
hockey careers and the success of 
their team. 

Here’s what senior player 
Reghan Bork shared in response to 
questions:

What’s been the most re-
markable thing about your 
successful season and your 
trip to the state playoffs?

The most remarkable thing 
about our successful season truly 
was beating New Ulm at New Ulm 
to win the section championship. 

We had lost to them two times 
prior in the season and to come off 
of those two losses and pull through 
with a win was truly something 
special. 

Going back to the state tourna-
ment for the third year in a row was 
a dream come true and something 
that’ll stick with me forever.

What do you attribute your 
success to and the success 
of the team?

I attribute my success in hockey 
to the 13 years I’ve dedicated myself 
to the sport. I’ve done multiple 
camps and tournaments, been part 
of many teams, and have shot lots of 
pucks. 

Success only happens when 
you put the time in, and our team 
definitely puts intime and hard 
work in during the off season and 

in season. My team and I are also 
very successful due to our strong 
coaching staff and there passion 
for the sport. 

As an outgoing senior 
player, what advice would 
you have to your younger 

teammates coming up 
through the ranks?

Being the captain of such a 
passionate and successful team 
is truly something special. 

My advice to any younger 
player is to be a leader no mat-
ter what your age is, give 110 
percent every day, and have 

fun. 
The last and most impor-

tant piece of advice I would 
give is skate every game like 
it’s your last because your last 
comes so quick. 

Take pride in wearing the 
Luverne jersey. It’s truly an 
honor.  
 

Senior Cardinal Reghan Bork reflects on season, shares advice
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Score!!!
Luverne girls' hockey players celebrate after scor-
ing their only goal in the game against South St. 
Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel 
Energy Center Wednesday, Feb. 23. The Cardi-
nals lost to the Packers 3-1. Total shots on goal for 
the game were 41-21 in favor of South St. Paul. 
Luverne senior goalie Cheyenne Schutz made 38 
saves in the loss. 

The Cardinals went on to face the River Lakes 
Stars in the consolation bracket Feb. 24 when the 
Luverne team lost 4-2. Total shots for the game 
were 38-36 in favor of the Stars.

Star Herald photos by 
Canaan Petersen, 
imagesbycd//0310 hockey 
tab team celebrates
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ing or attendance time, 
plus a report, I would have 
five (hours) wrapped up 
into these stories, and most 
weeks you had anywhere 
from three to six games. 

I would get to as many 
games as my life would 
allow, and I watched a lot on-
line, thanks to streaming ser-
vices that are in almost every 
hockey rink in our area.  

The Star Herald staff 
heard from readers 
that they appreciated 
your hockey coverage; 
did you get 
reader feedback?

I did get some good feed-
back from people, and that 
made the work worthwhile. 
A few of my favorites were 
from Tami Bergman, Coach 
Sandbulte, and Susie Van 
Batavia. 

Anyone who knows Susie 
knows she has been around 
hockey for as long as I can 
remember, and for her to 
send a nice thank-you card 

meant a lot. 

Despite the late-night 
writing and deadlines, 
did you discover any re-
wards? What was satis-
fying about the work?

It was very satisfying. I 
got to see a different ap-
proach to sports that I had 
never seen. When I gradu-
ated high school, I thought 
being a sports reporter in 
a big city following profes-
sional teams from day to day 
would be so cool. 

Even though I chose a 

From the sidelines — sports stringer reflects on covering hockey/from p. 4

different career, I feel like 
I crossed something off my 
bucket list by getting the 
chance to do this. 

Do you have additional 
thoughts or observa-
tions about sports 
writing for the Cardinal 
hockey season? 

I truly bleed Luverne 
hockey. All in all, this was a 
fun experience. 

I have been around 
Luverne hockey almost my 
whole life. 

I think back to how I 

started hockey and it was 
the Connell family that got 
me started. 

Growing up with Tim 
and Connie as neighbors, 
I was always playing street 
hockey with their boys, Pat 
and Pete, along with John 
Paquette, Ben Nelson and 
others. 

After playing hockey for 
so many years, I was able to 
get into coaching in 1999. 
I was lucky enough to be 
a part of coaching for the 
Luverne boys’ first section 
championship. 

I have also coached my 
14-year-old son most of his 
life growing up and have 
been very lucky to have 
coached a lot of the kids on 
the boys’ high school roster. 

I have spent a lot of 
years on the bench with 
lifelong friends, such as 
Nick Domagala and Tony 
Sandbulte. 

I think of my time with 
hockey as a “Circle of Life,” 
from how it started to how it 
finished. 

I have played and 
coached all these years and 
thought I had seen almost 
everything hockey had to of-
fer, but after all those years, 
I’m sitting here writing 
stories for the high school 
teams. 

It’s pretty cool when 
I think of the last 30-plus 
years of my life to have 
known so many die-hard 
hockey people who were 
instrumental in building 
the hockey program that we 
have today in Luverne.

"I have played and coached all these years and 
thought I had seen almost everything hockey 

had to offer, but after all those years, 
I’m sitting here writing stories for the 

high school teams. 
It’s pretty cool when I think of the last 30-plus 

years of my life to have known so many 
die-hard hockey people who were instrumental in building 

the hockey program that we have today in Luverne."

Matt Lais
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Pictured below, Luverne senior Billi 
Connell battles for control of the 
puck during the Cardinals' game 
with South St. Paul during the first 
round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy 
Center Wednesday, Feb. 23.

Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne senior Payton Behr takes a shot that sets up her teammate 
Kamryn Van Batavia to score in the first round of state playoffs in the 
Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul Feb. 23. It would be Luverne's only 
goal in a hard-fought 3-1 loss to the South St. Paul Packers.

Senior 
leadership
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Congratulations

Cardinals!
Section 3A ChampionsSection 3A Champions

State Tournament QualifiersState Tournament Qualifiers

We're proud to support Luverne High School 
activities and to be a part of this 

winning community!

Team members pictured are (front, from left) Emma Saarloos, Brenn Siebenahler, Mallory Nelson, Reghan Bork, Kamryn Van Batavia, Cheyenne Schutz, 
(second row) Hannah Woodley, Payton Behr, Anika Boll, Mallory Von Tersch, (third row) assistant coach Ellen Wenninger, Zariah Holmgren, Billi Con-
nell, Macie Edstrom, Ella Apel, coach Tony Sandbulte, (back) Greta McClure, assistant coach Matt McClure and manager Morgan Gonnerman.

205 E. Warren St.
Luverne MN 56156

507-283-4429
facebook.com/sunshinefoodsLuverne
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