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By Mavis Fodness
Rural Rock County connections 

to high speed Internet will ramp up 
this month, according to Alliance 
Communications offi  cials, now that 
fi ber optic cable is underground,

With 100 percent of the mainline 
ring construction complete, the next 
step is to connect service to individual 
customers.

As of Dec. 18, Alliance has con-
nected 96 out of the more than 1,000 
interested customers.

“We will kick it hard after the fi rst 
(of the year),” said Alliance general 

manager Ross Petrick.
The company plans to finish 

installations this summer.
Petrick and Alliance’s technical 

supervisor, Andy Hulcher, updated 
Rock County Commissioners on the 
progress of the $14 million broadband 
project at their Dec. 27 meeting.

Once fi nished, the project will 
bring high-speed Internet service to 
all Rock County residents outside of 
the city limits of Luverne.

Since April 2016, Alliance has 
been working with crews to install the 
mainline fi ber optic ring that makes 

a circle around Luverne. Th e ring is 
connected to equipment huts near 
Jasper, Hardwick, Beaver Creek and 
two near Magnolia.

Work will progress a little faster 
than burying the 526 miles of cable, 
when workers had to cut through 
18,819 feet of rock. 

“We tried to avoid as much as pos-
sible,” Hulcher said. “You never know 
until you break the ground open.”

Crews had plotted 36,000 feet 
of rock but found some areas were 
easily bypassed.

With all the cable lines buried, 

focus has turned to equipment in-
stallation.

Alliance is estimating 40 instal-
lations a week will be completed 
starting this month. An increase in 
installation crews will bring connec-
tions to 60 a week in February.

Petrick said crews have fi nished 
connects in the northwest corner of 
the county and are currently work-
ing in the Beaver Creek area. From 
Beaver Creek, workers will progress 
clockwise around the county until 
all customers are connected to the 
service.

Crews stay together during instal-
lations in order for the connections 
to go more smoothly.

As crews progress into a new 
installation area, Alliance mails out 
notifications and representatives 
make appointments by phone, as 
customers need to be present during 
the installation.

So far, those connected are mak-
ing good use of the Internet, especially 
during inclement weather.

“Typically if you can’t go outside, 

Broadband buried, Alliance customers connecting to high-speed Internet

This is the fi rst of a series that shares the rich history of Luverne as it celebrates 150 
years. This week from the “History of Rock and Pipestone Counties,” by Arthur Rose: 

Luverne may properly be said to begin in 1867, although it was some time later 
when the town was actually founded. It was in that year that Philo Hawes, ac-

companied by Joe Fields, arrived on the Rock river and camped a short 
distance north of the present city on June 13, 1867, on a trip to select a 
government mail route from Jackson, Minnesota, to Yankton, Dakota ter-

By Lori Sorenson
L u v e r n e  C i t y 

Councilwoman Es-
ther Frakes made the 
motion to adjourn the 
fi nal meeting of 2016 
on Dec. 20, the fi nal 
meeting of her 12-year 
stint on the council.

During her brief 
farewell comments af-
ter the meeting, Frakes 
fought back tears.

“I want to thank the council, 
mayor and city staff  — and I thank 
the community for putting me in 
this position,” she said.

Mayor Pat Baustian praised 
Frakes as his “go-to” person when 
something needed research.

“She has given it always her 
personal honest best eff ort … those 
eff orts have not gone unnoticed,” 

he said. “I’ve always 
looked to her personal 
recommendation.”

Among all  she 
learned about city busi-
ness as a council mem-
ber, Frakes said she 
was most struck by the 
ambitious and capable 
people who work for 
and with the city.

“The community 
is in such good hands,” 

she said. “I was just happy to be 
part of it — and part of some of 
the hiring. Th ank you.”

Frakes also said she was im-
pressed by conscientious Luverne 
residents.

“I’ve had citizens — those who 
are already busy with their own 

By Mavis Fodness
Dec. 27 marked the last meet-

ing for two commissioners who 
served Rock County for a combined 
56 years.

Ken Hoime and Ron Boyenga 
leave the board after serving 24 and 
32 years respectively.

Junior  members  Sher r i 
Th ompson and Jody Reisch made 
and seconded a motion offi  cially 
recognizing their fellow commis-
sioners in the minutes of their fi nal 
meeting.

Several county employees were 
also on hand to off er their congratu-
lations.

County Attorney Don Klosterbuer 
spoke to the motion made by Th omp-
son and Reisch on behalf of the 
employees and county citizens alike.

He said public service isn’t an 
easy task, and he commended the 

two for making tough decisions 
that weren’t always popular with 
constituents.

Hoime was quick to defer praise 
to his colleagues.

“I couldn’t be more apprecia-
tive of the 24 years working with an 
exceptional board,” he said.

After the meeting Hoime, rural 
Kenneth, refl ected on the decisions 

he made while serving as com-
missioner.

“I voted for what was best for 
the whole county and not just my 
district,” he said.

District 1 is the largest county 
district encompassing six town-
ships in northern and western Rock 
County.

“I always let people know they 
could call and I would get back to 
them,” he said.

Hoime estimated he spent an 
average of two to three days a week 
attending various committee and 
liaison meetings as part of his com-
missioner duties.

Some of the issues he tackled as 
a commissioner included the merger 
of the Luverne police department and 
the sheriff ’s offi  ce, the formation of 

By Mavis Fodness
In a 4-1 decision the Rock County 

Commissioners voted to increase 
the levy for 2017 by $253,761, or 6.13 
percent.

The added revenue will pri-
marily go toward salary increases 
($54,000), an additional sheriff ’s 
deputy ($84,576), prisoner cost in-
creases ($20,000) and county reserves 
($60,000).

Commissioners approved the 
fi nal levy amount during their regular 
meeting Tuesday, Dec. 27, one day 
before the state’s levy certifi cation 
deadline. 

“I would have liked to have seen 
something diff erent but it looks to 
me that the fi gures are there,” said 
commissioner Ken Hoime. 

“So I probably have to support it.”
Traditionally the commissioners 

have lowered the fi nal levy percent-
age once all budget requests were 
taken into consideration, according 
to county administrator Kyle Oldre.

“In setting the preliminary levy in 
September, I think we were all hope-
ful that things were going to work out 
diff erently,” Oldre said. 

“(Prisoner care) has really thrown 
a wrench in ending the ability to any 
substantive changes.”

Th e 2016 prisoner care costs are 
projected to be over the $80,000 bud-
geted amount by $60,000. For 2017, 
commissioners have increased the 
budget to $100,000. 

The prisoner care budget in-
cludes the $52.50 per day/per pris-

By Lori Sorenson
Glen’s Food Center offi  cially transitioned to 

Teals Market last week when Glen Gust and the 
Teal family signed closing paperwork Dec. 27.

Th e store closed early Tuesday for inven-
tory and reopened under Teals ownership the 
next day.

According to Andrea Teal, all the store 
employees remain the same at their same pay 
and benefi ts. Th e store will remain under Sherri 
Th ompson’s management, as it was before.

“We’re excited about the transition,” 
Th ompson said after closing.

Gust said the inventory process involved 
accounting for 47,000 items on store shelves, 
because as part of the sale, the store items 
are also sold.

He said a third party inventory team of 14 
people worked seven hours to complete the 
process. “It went well,” he said.

For Gust, the sale of his grocery store — 
plus the gas station and convenience store 

on Highway 75 — marks the end of a 40-year 
career in the grocery industry.

“I’m going to miss the employees and cus-
tomers and the activity — a lot,” he said. “But 
I’ll be around; I’m not falling off  the planet.”

Th e Glen’s signage started coming down 
last week, marking the fi rst physical evidence 
of change for customers.

“We’re excited for this opportunity,” Teal 

Alliance broadband/see page 12A

Lori Sorenson photo/0105 glens sign

A new chapter in Luverne’s history unfolded last week with the Teal family taking over ownership of Glen’s Food Center and Glen’s Food and 
Gas. Signage coming down at the grocery store Thursday, Dec. 29, illustrated that reality for local shoppers and residents.

Glen’s Food Center becomes Teals Market

County 
levy to rise
more than
6 percent

County levy to increase/see 12A Glen’s becomes Teals Market/see page 2A

County Board loses 56 years of experience
Hoime, Boyenga bid adieu to commissioner posts

Councilwoman Frakes refl ects 
on community leadership

Frakes leaves council/see 2A

Ron Boyenga Ken Hoime

Boyenga, Hoime/see page 12A
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professions — willing to serve on subcom-
mittees,” Frakes said. 

“Th ey’re an integral part of this process, 
and all of them have one goal in mind, to 
make Luverne great.”

Following that fi nal meeting, Frakes 
shared some personal refl ections of her time 
on city council, and they mostly centered on 
her respect for others in Luverne leadership.

She said it was a privilege to work with 
Baustian as “an excellent leader,” not only 
as mayor but also as part of the LIFT orga-
nization to encourage private development 
in the city.

“His positive, encouraging leadership 
‘lifts’ everyone to work harder and imagine 
more possibilities,” Frakes said.

She referred to John Call as a “blessing” 
and a great city administrator. “His love of 
his work and commitment to this commu-
nity are easy to see,” Frakes said. 

“His calm, steady leadership style pro-
vides everyone with the ability to have input 
and discussion, eventually leading to the 
best decisions for the city.”

Frakes said she’s gained a deep respect 
for fi nance offi  cer Barb Berghorst and her di-
rect role in Luverne’s solid fi nancial footing.

“When projects are considered, the 
council can always count on accurate num-
bers and solid recommendations,” she said. 

“Th e fi nancial department works dili-
gently to get the most out of each taxpayer 
dollar.”

She similarly credited EDA director 
Holly Sammons and her predecessor Jill 
Wolf for their many development contri-
butions. 

For example, Minnesota West Com-
munity and Technical College and city hall 
in the former hospital, Dingmann Funeral 
Home on the former Fledgling Field and the 
Manfred Heights housing development on 
former Sanford land are all proud accom-

plishments over the past 12 years.
More recently home and business façade 

improvements, the Loop trail, Th e Lake 
project, blight removal and other projects 
have come about under Sammons’ direc-
tion. “Holly is a visionary and excellent grant 
writer,” Frakes said.

She said Luverne’s public works, electric 
and water departments “take great pride in 
their work and go above and beyond” to meet 
citizens’ expectations for services and pride 
in their community.

In her fi nal remarks, Frakes spoke of the 
Lewis and Clark Rural Water System as the 

“most anticipated project” to become a reality 
during her service on the council.

“Th e city can now seek out industries 
that are heavy water users, if the fi t is right,” 
she said. “It was an exciting day when we 
sampled the fi rst L&C water at the ribbon-
cutting event in Luverne.”

During her tenure on the council, Frakes 
said she was able to see the whole system 
constructed to date and water delivered 
from the Missouri River aquifer to Luverne. 

“For those of you who have not been 
particularly following the process, that is a 
huge deal,” she said.

Frakes again pointed to progressive 
community members as “the greatest asset of 
Luverne,” in terms of their volunteer contri-
butions, and she thanked Jane Wildung Lan-
phere and Lorna Bryan at the Chamber for 
their “enthusiastic” promotions of Luverne.

“We have so much going in Luverne,” 
Frakes said. 

“I want to thank you for allowing a retired 
German teacher who knew very little about 
city government to have the exciting experi-
ence of serving on city council for 12 years.”

Dan Nath was elected to replace Frakes 
on the council, and Lori Hallstrom will 
replace Eugene Marshall who served three 
years. Th ey began their terms this week.

was quoted as saying in the 
Dec. 8 Star Herald story about 
the sale. She and her three 
sisters are taking over the 
business from their father, 
Roger Teal. They are great-
granddaughters of George and 
Pearl Teal who opened the fi rst 

store in Cass Lake in 1942.
“I’ve known Glen a long 

time through the grocers’ asso-
ciation,” Teal said.  “Luverne is 
the type of town that fi ts where 
we do business. We prefer 
smaller towns where we can 
best serve our communities.”

Glen’s will become the 
12th Teals Market under the 
Teal family. 

There are Teals Market 
stores in Albany, Cass Lake, 
Cold Spring, Isle, Milaca, 
Paynesville and Spicer in Min-
nesota, two stores in North 

Dakota — Gwinner and Lis-
bon, and one in South Dakota, 
Sisseton. One store, in Lake 
City, operates under the name 
Fiesta Foods.

An open house at the 
Luverne store will be an-
nounced at a later date.

By Lori Sorenson
A Luverne couple lost their 

lives in a two-vehicle crash in 
northern Rock County Tuesday 
afternoon, Dec. 27.

According to information from 
the Rock County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce,  
the crash occurred around 12:30 
p.m. at the intersection of County 
Road 2 and County Road 10, the 
Leota blacktop. 

Driver Jerome Feist, 81, and 
passenger Janice Feist, 79, had 
been traveling west on County 
Road 10 when they reportedly 
failed to stop at the stop sign.

Th eir car, a 2006 Chevrolet 
HHR, collided with a southbound 
Spronk Farms semi driven by 
51-year-old Arlan Spronk, Holland.

Spronk was transported to 
Pipestone Medical Center where 
he was reportedly treated for non-
life-threatening injuries.

The Feists died from their 
injuries.

All involved in the crash were 
wearing their seatbelts.

Assisting at the scene were the 
Rock County Ambulance, Edger-
ton Fire and Rescue, Minnesota 
State Patrol, Jasper Fire and Rescue 
and Sanford Trauma 1.

Correction: Th e Star Herald 
in the Dec. 29 edition incorrectly 
reported the driver of the semi to 
be Kenneth Bowen, who was in 
fact a witness to the crash. Th e 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce at fi rst released 
the wrong name, but corrected the 
information after the Star Herald 
print edition had gone to press. We 
regret the error.

Meetings
Stateline Cemetery Association Annual Meeting 

will be at 12:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 9, at the Pizza Ranch 
in Rock Rapids, Iowa. Call 507-920-2871 with questions.

Blue Mound Quilters will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
9, at the Luverne Senior Center. Mary Akkerman will be in 
charge of the program.

Matthew 6 Board of Directors will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 9, at the Pizza Ranch in Luverne.

 American Legion Post 123 and Auxilliary will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11, in the Post home.

Lady Luverne Red Hats will meet for lunch at the 
Senior Dining Center at 11:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 13. Bring 
your Red Hat items for the Red Hat Rummage Sale. For a 
reservation call Senior Dining at 283-9846 by Jan. 12.

Parkinson Support Group will meet at 1 p.m. Th urs-
day, Jan. 19, at St. John Lutheran Church. Contact Dianne 
Karlstad at 507-530-3307 for more information.

Vienna Township meets at 7 p.m. the second Tuesday 
of each month at the Kenneth Community Center.

Narcotics Anonymous will meet every Th ursday eve-
ning at 6:30 p.m. at the Steen Reformed Church. Contact 
Robert for more information 507-329-2642.

Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. 
Mondays in the United Methodist Church.

Al-Anon meets from 6:30 to  7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
in the lower level of Sanford Luverne. Call 507-449-1246.

Narcotics Anonymous meets at 7 p.m. Fridays and for 
basic text study at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays in the basement of 
St. Catherine Catholic Rectory, 203 E. Brown St., Luverne. 
Use east door. For more information call 507-220-0137.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays in the United Methodist Church, Luverne. 
Call 605-321-4324.

Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon meet from 8 to 
9 p.m. every Tuesday in Runals Memorial Hall, Edgerton. 
Call Naomi, 507-215-2956, with questions.

Bank Nite Movie, ‘Storks’ at Palace Jan. 5
Th e January Bank Nite movie is “Storks,” rated PG. 

Showtime is at 6 p.m. Th ursday, Jan. 5, at the Palace Th e-
atre in Luverne. Sponsored by First Farmers & Merchants 
National Bank and Papik Motors, a free, family-friendly 
movie is shown on the fi rst Th ursday of every month as it 
was done for “Bank Nite” in the 1930s. A cash prize drawing 
will follow the movie. Must be present to win. 

Sign up for basketball tourney  Jan. 28
Luverne Community Education is sponsoring an 

invitational basketball tournament Saturday, Jan. 28, for 
both boys’ and girls’ fi fth- and sixth-grade basketball 
teams. Format guarantees each team at least two games. 
Teams can register at www.isd2184.net under Community 
Education or call 507-283-4724. Cost is $125 per team, and 
payment must accompany registration.

‘Getting Ready for the Next Generation’
Th e Blandin Foundation and Southwest Regional 

Development Corporation have combined with other area 
groups to present Succession Planning: Getting Ready 
for the Next Generation.  Th is fi ve-session evening class 
begins Jan. 31.  Th e fi rst three sessions will split into two 
groups — one for the business owner looking at change, 
and the other for the prospective small business owner 
down the road.  Th e last two classes combine both groups 
to work on business plans, sale packets, fi nancing and 
other issues with local experts.  Th e fee is $95.

Register by Jan. 30 for Driver’s Ed
Students in eighth grade and older may register for 

Student Driver Education class by Jan. 30 for the class that 
begins Feb. 6 or by June 12 for the class that begins June 
19.  Limited seats available. Fee is $325 due at the time of 
registration at the Luverne Community Education offi  ce.  

Community Ed announces classes
Discovery Time Preschool has openings for children 

ages 4 and 5 year olds in January. Registrations for Fall 
2017 are also open. Call 283-4724 for more information.

Do you live in the Luverne School District and have a 
child that is 3 ½ years old or older who has not come into 
school for the early childhood screening?  Call 283-4724 
to set up an appointment time for Jan. 12.

Drop in and play at the preschool rooms at school 
on Jan. 10 for a little Cabin Fever Cure for you and your 
children ages 0-5 years. Register for either the 9 a.m. or 
the 5:30 pm time.

Learn the basics of operating a computer and using 
the internet and e-mail at Computer Surf Day on Jan. 27.  
Class size is limited to 4. Fee is $5.

Esther Frakes refl ects on council service/
continued from page 1A

Lori Sorenson photo/0105 glens to teals

Glen’s Food Center became Teals Market last week with the sale of the business to the Teal family. From left are Andrea Teal, 
Glen Gust, Sherri Thompson, Jennifer (Teal) Klapotz and Amber Teal. Not pictured is Cassie Teal. Gust is retiring and Thomp-
son will continue to manage the store. The Teal sisters all have a role in the family business. They are great-granddaughters 
of George and Pearl Teal,  who opened the fi rst store in Cass Lake in 1942.

Luverne couple 
dies in crash

Glen’s Food Center becomes Teals Market/continued from 1A



  Rock County Star Herald  January 5, 2017  Page 3A

619 W Lincoln
Luverne, MN 56156

EvaLu Hemme
will celebrate her

95th Birthday
Tuesday, January 10

Greetings may be sent to

101st Birthday
Card Shower

Monday, January 9 

Greetings may be sent to:
110 S Walnut, Luverne, MN 56156
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Marilyn Bloemendaal, CPCU

Steve Smedsrud, CIC

Cory Bloemendaal, CIC

Brent Dinger, Agent 

Introducing...

By Mavis Fodness
Bell tones once again can be heard 

outside Hardwick’s Zion Lutheran Church, 
thanks to one of its congregation members.

Dean Wenzel of Luverne spent 80 
hours re-fabricating a new steel frame for 
the bell tower that was damaged by a fallen 
tree in June 2014.

On Christmas weekend, Dec. 24-25, 
the bell tolled for the fi rst time in two years, 
seven months and 14 days.

“Th e members of the congregation on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day were 
just elated to hear it again,” said Pastor 
Mark Mumme.

The fallen tree damaged the bell 
tower’s original I-beams beyond repair, 
and parishioners knew a new tower would 
need to take its place.

Family tradition propelled Wenzel to 
accept the task of constructing the new 
tower.

His late father, Arnold “Bud” Wenzel, 
constructed several furniture items still in 
use at the church.

“My father did a lot of diff erent things 
for the church,” Wenzel said. “I guess it 
was my turn.”

Wenzel was the fi rst baby baptized in 
the current church facility built in 1949, 
and he has been a parishioner ever since.

Insurance money was used to pur-
chase the new steel tubing to hold the Lib-
erty No. 26 bell, estimated to weigh about 
1,600 pounds. Wenzel used to operate W 
& W Welding in Luverne. 

Like his dad, he had the experience 
to complete the church project, with one 
slight diff erence.

ritory.  
From Hawes’ biogra-

phy: “From the summit 
of the Blue mounds he 
gazed in profound admi-
ration at the scene which 
met his eye as he turned 
it in the four directions. 
With his eye he followed 
the course of the winding 
Rock into Iowa, its banks 
skirted with the only in-
dication of timber in the 
vicinity. The rich expanse 
of prairie, here and there 
undulating into delightful 
billows of green, but for 
the most part one level 
tract of splendor, unbro-
ken by a single evidence 
of human habitation or 
handicraft, was a view 
to rightly inspire the 
beholder. We know that it 
did prompt this intrepid 
frontiersman to exclaim 
in rapture to his sole 
companion at the time 
that he was not to be 
shaken in the belief that 
it was given to him to 
be the discoverer of the 
Garden of Eden .”

Accompanied by four 
workmen, Mr. Hawes 
again visited the Rock 
September 18, and on the 
following day he selected 
the site of Luverne as a 
place for the mail carri-
ers and as a future home 
for himself. 

On September 19, 
1867, the fi rst building in 
Luverne was erected, a 
stable built of poles and 
hay.  After making the 
improvement Mr. Hawes 
and his workmen con-
tinued on their way to 
establish other stations. 

He returned again 
November 25, accompa-
nied by John Lietze and 
family and Miss Miranda 
J. Skinner, who were 
the fi rst white persons 
to claim residence in 
Luverne. 

Mr. Lietze was in the 
employ of Mr. Hawes and 
came out to the frontier 
for the purpose of “hold-
ing down” his employer’s 
claim and to maintain a 

“Half-Way House” on the 
mail route.  For the ac-
commodation of himself 
and family a dug-out was 
constructed in a bank 
near where the Rock Is-
land elevators now stand 
(by the current Luverne 
Public Works buildings). 
In this building the Lietze 
family and Miss Skin-
ner passed the winter of 
1867-1868.  

Philo Hawes moved on 
his farm with his fam-
ily in March 1868, and 
Mr. Lietze and his family 
departed for their for-
mer home in Blue Earth 
City.  Mr. Hawes erected 
a log cabin and in the fall 
built a 12-by-24 addition.  
For two years this was 
the only building on the 
townsite, and in it cen-
tered the activities of the 
immediate neighborhood.  

With Mr. Hawes came 
George McKenzie, who 
took an adjoining claim; 
Edward McKenzie came 
in April, 1868, and was 
a mail carrier in the 
employ of Mr. Hawes and 
made his home in the pio-
neer cabin; E. N. Darling 
and family and George 
Blasdell came in Octo-
ber and during the next 
winter Mr. Darling’s fam-
ily resided in the Hawes 
cabin; Edwin Gillham was 
also employed as a mail 
carrier and made his 

headquarters there.  
In the pioneer log 

cabin the mail for all the 
residents of Rock county 
was handled, the work 
being attended to by Mr. 
Darling, who, although 
not a regularly commis-
sioned postmaster, made 
out the reports and did 
the other clerical work. 
In 1869 Edward McKen-
zie was commissioned 
postmaster.

At this early period 
there seems to have been 
no intention on the part 
of Mr. Hawes or any one 
else to found a town 
where later Luverne was 
built.  But the Hawes 
home gradually become 
recognized as the social 
and business center of 
the little community that 
grew up along Rock river.  

Here were located the 
post offi ce and mail route 
station and a genial fam-
ily, and here transpired 
most of the neighbor-
hood gossip and business 
transactions. In a cabin 
on an adjoining claim in 
1869, Abraham McMur-
phy put in a small stock 
of staple goods, which he 
retailed to the neighbors. 
His stock consisted prin-
cipally of sugar, tobacco, 
calico and a few other 
articles of common ne-
cessity, the total value of 
the stock never exceed-
ing $100. 

The goods were 
brought in at various 
times from the nearest 
trading points by Mr. 
McMurphy or his neigh-
bors, and he continued 
to conduct this primitive 
and pioneer store nearly 
two years. The enterprise 
added to the importance 
of the place, and for two 
years before a town was 
started the little com-
munity was known as 
Luverne, in honor of 
Philo Hawes’ daughter, 
Eva Luverne.

An important addition 
to the Luverne settle-
ment was P. J. Kniss, 
who arrived June 6, 
1870, took a claim on the 
northeast quarter of sec-
tion 11, and there erected 
a log cabin, the second 
building on the future 
townsite.  

Then came an event of 
the greatest importance 

– no less than the selec-
tion of Luverne, boasting 
building improvements 
to the extent of two log 
houses, as the county 
seat of Rock county.  

This important step 
was taken September 1, 
1870, when J. F. Shoe-
maker, Jonathan Phelps 
and Amos Estey, the 
commissioners named 
for the purpose by Gover-
nor Austin, decided that 
Luverne (described as 
situated on the southeast 
quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 11) 
should be the seat of 
government of the new 
county.  

Upon the consumma-
tion of this selection, with 
the organization of Rock 
county an assured fact, 
came the certainty that 
a town would be founded 
at Luverne to uphold 
the dignity bestowed 
upon the site.  A corre-
spondent writing from 
Luverne December 15, 
1870 said: “There is an 

Clear as a bell 

Submitted Photo

Don Luitjens (left) directs Rob Wenzel as he operates the pay loader to lift the 1,600-pound bell into the tower at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Hardwick. The bell was in place for the Christmas Eve service. Below, Dean Wenzel of Luverne con-
structed a new bell tower for Hardwick’s Zion Lutheran Church. It replaces the one damaged by a fallen tree in June 2014.

Local ‘iron man’ rebuilds bell tower 
for Hardwick Zion Lutheran Church

‘Iron man’ makes new bell tower/see 5A

Luverne celebrates 150 
years/continued from page 1A

Luverne 150 years/see 5A
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I don’t 
know what 
it is about 
the arrival 
of another 
year that 
makes us, 
at least 
briefl y, 
decide to 
better ourselves, our lives and 
our habits. 

Perhaps it’s the same 
reason that causes us to start 
diets on Mondays instead of 
Th ursdays.

With sincere hearts, at 
the dawn of a new year, we 
pledge (for real this time) to 
really — no kidding — be-
come better people. Th inner 
people. Healthier people. 
Fitter people. Nicer people. 
Smarter people. More fi nan-
cially secure people.

Our good intentions gen-
erally last at least until January 
4th or 5th — which it now is, 
so I’m here to give us a little 
pep talk.

We can do this (insert 
good intention here)!

We are not quitters of 
(insert name of plan here)!

We will give this (impor-
tant thing) 100 percent of 
whatever it is we are supposed 
to give it!

Sigh …
OK, let’s just admit that 

the eff ort required to make 
(insert important change) is 
going to be hard work. And 
we are by nature basically big, 
lazy blobs. 

Repeat after me, “We are, 
by nature,  basically big, lazy 
blobs.”

So what are big, lazy blobs 
like us to do so as to better 
ourselves in the new year?

Maybe we should recon-
sider the premise that there is 
anything about us that needs 
changing.

What’s wrong with eating, 
drinking, talking and spend-
ing too much? What’s wrong 
with being overweight, sick, 
out of shape, dumb, broke and 
a boor?!?!

Who says thin, healthy, fi t, 
gracious, smart, fi nancially 

Why not just
embrace stoo-pid?

secure people are any better off  
or happier than we are!?!

Perhaps the real key to 
happiness in the new year is to 
simply decide to remain stuck 
in our bad habits, maybe even 
celebrate them! 

I propose the following 
anti-motivational posters and 
T-shirts for those of us who like 
us just the way we are.

“Sick, out of shape and lovin’ 
it!”

“Getting my 10,000 steps 
between the TV and the fridge!”

“Got no savings! Planning to 
retire on yours!”

“Loud, proud and stoo-pid!”
“My bad choices are your 

problem now!”
“Alienating my co-workers. 

Every day.”
If we all agree to make no 

positive changes in the new 
year, I think these items could 
sell like hotcakes. But, if we 
might feel foolish hanging one 
of these posters on our walls, 
or wearing a T-shirt like this to 
the next family dinner, perhaps 
now is exactly the right time to 
start making a change.

I’ll hold off  on printing 
the posters and ordering the 
T-shirts — for now.

 Luverne’s founder in 1867: 
‘I have found my garden of  Eden …’

STAR HERALD EDITORIAL

It’s not every day we get to cel-
ebrate 150 years of anything, so if 
the opportunity arises, it should be 
a pretty big party.

At least we think so.
Th at’s why we at the Star Herald 

are pretty excited about the fact that 
this year, Luverne is observing 150 
years since its founding.

Th e “event” per se, didn’t happen 
at a single moment in time, but like 
many things worth having, the town 
evolved year by year through the 
eff orts of progressive, hard-working 
frontiersmen and women.

As our history books tell us, Lu-
verne’s beginnings can be traced to a 
mail carrier who in 1867 established 
a route between Jackson, Minnesota, 
and Yankton in the “Dakota Territory.”

Th at mailman, Philo Hawes, is 
credited with founding the town 
after setting up a rest station by the 
Rock River.

Th e history books tell us he fi rst 
saw the Rock River valley from atop 
the Blue Mounds and is quoted as 
saying, “I have seen my garden of 
Eden, and that is where I am going 
to lay my bones.”

Named after his daughter, Eva 
Luverne, Philo’s humble mail station 
grew to become the proud and thriv-
ing town we know today.

While the Arthur Rose History 
Book tells the early story about Hawes 
fi nding Luverne, much of the town’s 

history from then on unfolds in the 
pages of the Star Herald, which began 
publishing in 1873.

With that in mind, we are proud 
to celebrate Luverne’s 150th with 
weekly reminders — glances back 
in time — of the events, activities, 
triumphs and tragedies that made 
our community what it is today.

Th e fi rst appears on the front 
page of today’s paper, and we thank 
our sponsors, Luverne Area Chamber 

and Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
for being the fi rst to support it. 

As a weekly publication, we 
have only 52 Th ursdays in 2017 to 
commemorate 150 years of Luverne 
highlights, but we’ll do our best to 
share the stories that had the most 
impact on Luverne and its residents.

Happy anniversary, Luverne, 
and congratulations, Luverne resi-
dents, past and present, who have 
contributed to our beloved town.

For what
it’s worth

By Rick Peterson, General Manager 
Tollefson Publishing 

Th is is my fi rst column of the 
New Year. I usually scribe out my 
predictions and resolutions, but this 
year I am going to change things 
up a bit.

I turn 60 later this year, and 
frankly I have been thinking about 
that a lot lately. 

Maybe my thought process 
has been somewhat infl uenced by 
my overall general health. Th ere’s 
been nothing serious, but it seems 
I’ve had my share of nagging aches, 
pains, bumps and bruises — not to 
mention I am maxing out the vol-
ume control on the television, car 
radio and the ring tone on my cell.

Th e belt had to be loosened a 
notch — okay, maybe two. I did step 
on the scale between Christmas and 
New Year and was happy to see it was 
10 pounds less than it was last year 
at this time. Th at may sound good, 
but the scale still reads 30 pounds 
more than it should.

Th is turning 60 thing has a way 

There’s still more pepper than salt, but there seems to be
more forehead between my eyebrows and hairline

of creeping up on you, and along 
with the aforementioned aches and 
pains and extra pounds, my hair 
color has taken on that ever-popular 
salt and pepper look. 

Th ere’s still more pepper than 
salt and I still have a full head of 
hair, but I think those extra pounds 
are showing up on my forehead 
because there seems to be more 
space between my eyebrows and 
my hairline.

Earlier bedtimes and naps 
are now my friends. I haven’t seen 

the 10 o’clock news in a year, and 
10-minute naps are almost a daily 
occurrence.

By now you are probably ask-
ing yourself why I’m telling you all 
this. Good question. I have decided 
to embrace the 60s — not the de-
cade of the 60s, but the next 10 years 
of my life and hopefully longer.

So this year  I have no resolu-
tions or predictions — just a dedica-
tion to a happier, healthier life, and 
I hope you do the same.

Happy New Year.

Perhaps the 
real key to

happiness in
the new year is

to simply decide 
to remain stuck

in our bad
habits, maybe 

even celebrate
them! 

Snow should not be placed
on public roads

Question: Are people allowed 
to push their leftover snow out onto 
the highway for the snowplow to 
move it?

A n s w e r :  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Minnesota State Statute 160.2715, 

“It shall be unlawful to obstruct any 
highway or deposit snow or ice 
thereon.” 

Th is law prohibits the plowing, 
blowing, shoveling or otherwise 
placing of snow on to public roads, 
including the ditch and right-of-
way along the roadway. Violations 
are considered misdemeanors, but 
civil penalties may also apply if the 
placement of snow creates a hazard, 
such as a slippery area or frozen 
rut or bump, that contributes to a 
motor vehicle or pedestrian crash. 
Th e civil liability may extend to both 
the property owner and the person 
who placed the snow.

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic-related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send your 

questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson, 
Minnesota State Patrol, at 2900 48th 
Street NW, Rochester, Minnesota 
55901-5848, or reach him at Troy.
Christianson@state.mn.us.

ASK A TROOPER

By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol
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ON THE RECORD

Annual Banquet 
January 16

Registration at 6:30 pm
Meal at 7:00 pm
Entertainment at 8:00 pm

Grand Prairie Events 
Tickets $15 at the door

Tommy Ryman
Tommy Ryman grew up with a new-age, folksinging mother and a traditional, Lutheran 
insurance-agent father. Th is XY equation evidently equals: acclaimed comedian. Ryman has 
earned the title of Semifi nalist on NBC’s Last Comic Standing. Roseanne Barr, a professed fan, 
raves she has “…never seen anything like [Tommy] before in [her] whole life, [he is] one-of-a-
kind, fantastic!”
Ryman’s act can be described as absurdist and clever, masked behind a very likable and innocent 
demeanor, oft en thought of as disturbingly adorable. He is a favorite among audiences at top 
clubs, colleges, and companies around the nation, and he is regularly featured on Rooft op 
Comedy, SiriusXM, and iheartradio.
Ryman recently won the title of Best in the Midwest at the prestigious Gilda’s Laugh Fest. He 
was invited to perform at the Great American Comedy Festival at the Johnny Carson Th eater, 
and was featured as one of the “Twin Cities’ Funniest People” by Metro Magazine. Ryman has 
two albums on StandUp! Records. Ryman’s unique humorous storytelling and comedy stylings 
should not be missed.

Public Welcome!

Rock County Pork Producers

Dispatch report
Dec. 23
•Complainant requested a 

welfare check on subject who 
has not been heard from for 
several weeks. Found out he 
is out of town.

•Complainant reported 
that there is a spike sticking up 
out of the railroad tracks west 
of Magnolia. If a vehicle drives 
over the tracks, it will probably 
do a lot of damage.

•Complainant reported 
that after a concert that was 
held at the Palace Th eatre, a 
Kia multi function key and 
automatic start fob were found 
on a seat. Concert was on Dec. 
8. It is in dispatch.

•Complainant reported 
a mother is not sending her 
children to school.

•Complainant reported 
theft of a purse.

•State Patrol reported a 
gray Jeep with South Dakota 
plates that do not match ve-
hicle description is driving 
over center and fog line on I-90 
mile marker 20 westbound. Re-
quested deputy check on this.

•Complainant reported 
driving conduct on vehicle in 
front of him on the interstate. 
Transferred to State Patrol.

•Complainant reported a 
gray SUV traveling down the 
center of the road at approxi-
mately 25 mph. Vehicle was 
swerving. Complainant was 
in South Dakota when Lyon 
County, Iowa, transferred call, 
but vehicle headed north into 
Minnesota toward Manley.

•Complainant reported 
her brother was walking intoxi-
cated on County Road 4 west 
of Magnolia by the bridge, and 
he went off  into a fi eld. Subject 
is wearing a black T-shirt and 
carrying a camoufl age bag. K-9 
from Nobles County called to 
assist as well as fi re chief with 
lights. Deputy advised subject 
was located in Magnolia at a 
residence. Complainant was 
contacted. 

Dec. 24
•Reserved for narcotics 

information.
•Deputy arrested male for 

assault and took him to jail.
•Complainant reported 

2-3 people dressed in black 
on the 200 block of East Main 
Street. When complainant 
came around the corner onto 
Main Street, the subjects scat-
tered.

•Deputy arrested subject 
on two warrants from other 
counties. He was taken to jail.

•Pipestone County re-
ported subject called them to 
report harassing communica-
tions from an ex. Complainant 
asked to have a deputy call 
subject.

•Complainant requested a 
deputy at his residence to see 
the living conditions of a child.

•Complainant reported 
road rage on Highway 270. 

Subject vehicle is a dark blue 
Buick Regal with South Dakota 
plate and cardboard in front of 
the radiator. Driver is wearing 
a neon yellow hat, sunglasses 
and a blaze orange hunting 
vest. Vehicle driving erratically 
and tailgating complainant. 
Incident started in Rowena, 
South Dakota. Trooper spoke 
to complainant. Squads to 
search for subject vehicle. 
Squads unable to locate. Noti-
fi ed Minnehaha County.

•Complainant requested 
information about a vehicle 
that was towed from a hit and 
run incident. Complainant 
was acting on behalf of the 
Power of Attorney for the sub-
ject. Complainant was told the 
conditions of release and given 
the number for Erwin’s Towing.

Dec. 25
•Complainant called 911 

crying and said she was at 300. 
Map showed the area of South 
East Park Street. Language bar-
rier, then complainant stopped 
talking and would not answer. 
Deputy located them, and they 
had been drinking and arguing.

•Complainant requested 
a welfare check on subject. 
Subject sent a text message 
to complainant this morning 
saying he had been attacked 
last night and needed a place 
to live. Complainant is con-
cerned the subject may need 
help. Deputy reported the 
subject is OK.

•Complainant requested 
a deputy be present during a 
child exchange with subject. 
Complainant has had verbal 
issues with subject’s mother 
in the past.

•Complainant reported 
a big piece of cement on I-90 
mile marker 14. Transferred 
to Patrol. Received two more 
calls on debris in the roadway 
at location. Deputy assisted 
trooper, but they did not fi nd 
the debris.

•Complainant reported 
that rainwater is fl ooding the 
end of the street at location. 
Water is running up her neigh-
bor’s driveway.

•Complainant requested 
a welfare check on his step-
daughter. Complainant is 
concerned for her wellbeing. 
Complainant says man there 
is abusive to her. Complainant 
also stated that his daughter 
has been receiving text mes-
sages from subject all day 
about how she wants to leave.

•Complainant reported 
sexual abuse of subject. Fa-
ther believes subject has been 
sexually abused. Evidence 
was collected by complainant. 
Complainant believes he has 
a suspect.

Dec. 26
•Complainant reported 

debris flying around Edge-
hill Street. Possibly steel and 
something lying on the yard 
across on the south side of the 

street. Deputy went to check 
but was unable to locate be-
cause it was very windy.

•Deputy reported a vehicle 
at Freeman and Luverne broke 
down. Towed by G&S.

•Complainant called to 
speak to Family Services re-
garding possible neglect. Put 
complainant in contact with 
on-call Family Services worker.

•Complainant reported 
vehicle on shoulder on High-
way 75 and 151st Street. Pos-
sibly occupied. Vehicle unoc-
cupied and well off  roadway.

•Dispatch received a 911 
call with a child crying in 
background. No voice. Deputy 
reports all is OK.

•Complainant requested 
to speak to a deputy about 
neighbor blowing feces into 
his yard.

•Complainant reported 
that his friend is making sui-
cidal statements.

•Complainant came to 
the Law Enforcement Center 
with two young men. Asked 
to speak to a deputy regarding 
harassment.

Dec. 27
•Complainant requested 

to speak to deputy regarding 
driving complaint.

•Complainant reported 
they are having issues with 
someone who made threats, 
and some of them were violent.

•Complainant requested 
welfare check on tenant who 
has been despondent the last 
few days. Deputy reported no-
body home. Did a walkthrough 
of the apartment.

•Complainant reported 
a suspicious vehicle came 
onto his property and pulled 
onto his yard. Gray F-150 with 
extended cab and gray top-
per pulling into farm places. 
Sometimes blacked out. Driver 
is a black male and passenger 
is a white male. Eventually 
went south on Highway 75. 
Notifi ed Lyon County. Possibly 
with South Dakota plate.

•Complainant reported 
pickup trucks tearing around 
the area of County Road 19 and 
181st Street. Wished to speak to 
deputy about it.

Dec. 28
•Complainant reported 

shoplifting at Shopko. Sub-
jects described as a male and 
female Native American. Th e 
female with dyed red hair. 
Subjects left location in a dark 
blue four-door vehicle with 
white dealer tags in the back 
window. Direction of travel is 
westbound on I-90. Th ey were 
stopped in Brandon, South 
Dakota, with a vehicle full of 
stolen merchandise.

•Complainant reported 
concerns about a baby.

•Complainant reported 
concerns about child neglect.

•Complainant reported 
concerns about possible sex-
ual abuse.

•Complainant reported 
that his mother hit him across 
the face in her car. Complain-
ant reported that his mother 
has choked him in the past. 
Complainant was upset. Dis-
patched deputies to the scene.

•Complainant reported 
that there is some abusive 
activity taking place between 
subjects. Complainant re-
quested to speak to a deputy.

•Complainant requested 
residence check for a week.

•Complainant reported 
a male trying to hitchhike at 
location. White male wearing 
black coat and jeans carrying 
a duff el bag and wearing an 
orange backpack. Possibly 
wearing a stocking cap.

•Complainant reported 
that county deputies were 
with subject. Complainant ar-
rested subject on Rock County 
warrant. Deputy transported 
subject to Nobles County jail.

•Deputy reported that two 
credit cards found in man’s 
wallet did not belong to him.

•Complainant reported 
two 10-year-old boys hanging 
out in the area of South Blue 
Mound Avenue and Maple 
Street.

•Trooper arrested male 
for DWI. He was taken to jail. 
Vehicle was towed by G&S.

Dec. 29
•Complainant reported il-

legal burning where subject is 
burning prohibited items. Sent 
deputy to check it out.

•Complainant reported a 
motorist assist on Highway 23, 
mile marker 1. Motorist has 
assistance on the way. Vehicle 
was well off  of roadway with 
hazards on.

•Complainant reported 
that there is a pickup that is 
owned by the railroad that is 
partially on the road at Walnut 
Avenue and the railroad cross-
ing. Pickup does not have any 
hazards or fl ashing lights on. 
Complainant does not want 
to fi ll out a statement and says 
the owner of the pickup needs 
a talking to about blocking 
the road.

•Complainant reported 
unknown driver of a blue 
Dodge pickup is drinking and 
driving. Gave plate number. 
When questioned, he said it is 
his wife driving and he doesn’t 
want her to hurt anyone. Possi-
bly en route to Brandon, South 
Dakota, where their daughter 
lives. Called back. She made it 
to Brandon safely.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 9 motor vehicle 
accidents, 5 vehicles in ditch, 
2 transports , 2 funeral escorts, 
2 traffi  c stops, 10 ambulance 
runs, 2 paper services, 3 animal 
complaints, 1 false alarm, 2 
traffi  c stops, 7 log/alarm sheets, 
2 drug court tests, and issued 
8 purchase/carry permits and 
1 burn permit.

“He was into wood. I was into metal,” Wenzel said.
Metal, however, is much heavier to work with than 

wood.
Wenzel estimates the completed 23-foot tower 

weighs 3,000 pounds. Th e salvaged 5-foot-high cross 
from the original tower that now tops the new tower 
weighs 60 pounds.

Four men helped Wenzel complete the project: 
his son Rob, his son-in-law Don Luitjens, and family 
friends Robert Carlson and Chris Gott.

“Th e tricky part was to cut the angles to get the four 
legs to come together,” Wenzel said. “I never did pass 
algebra.” 

A little extra trimming was needed to square the 
tower’s 7-foot-wide base.

Th e group moved the assembled tower the fi ve 
miles from Wenzel’s Mound Township acreage north 
to Hardwick on Dec. 22. 

Th ey placed the tower near the church’s front en-
trance with no problems except one.

“We had it all standing up and looking proud when 
we noticed we didn’t have the cross on top,” he said. 

Th e slight hiccup was easily remedied and Wenzel 
was able to give the bell’s rope a ceremonial fi rst tug, 
made easier by the addition of new bearings.

“It used to take two guys to pull it,” Wenzel said.
Another rope operates a bong that taps the bell with 

each pull. Th e bong is typically used during funerals.
“Not just anyone is capable of cutting thousands of 

dollars worth of iron and making it (into a bell tower),” 
Pastor Mumme said.

Wenzel’s pickup truck dons the words “Th e Iron 
Man ” across its hood protector, a name he used when 
citizen band radios were popular. It’s a name that has 
stuck with Wenzel through the years.

Th e name is appropriate for the Zion Lutheran 
Church project.

excellent opportunity 
for some enterprising 
merchant to establish 
himself in business 
here, as a store is 
needed very much. 
A winter school is 
about to commence in 
Luverne.”   

The town of 
Luverne started to 
grow.  Luverne was 
not destined to re-
main a town of a few 
buildings.  

“Philo Hawes joined with William Van Eps 
and Edward McKenzie in platting the Luverne 
townsite in the spring of 1872. The plat was 
surveyed by P. J. Kniss on May 20 and 21, 
1872, and he was assisted in the work by Mr. 
Hawes and Mr. McKenzie.  

The dedication of the plat was dated July 
15, 1872, and was signed by William Van Eps, 
Inez Van Eps, Philo Hawes, Malvina Hawes and 
Edward McKenzie; the plat was fi led for record 
the following day.  The site was divided into 
sixteen blocks.  

The north and south streets were named 
Cedar, McKenzie, Spring, Oakley and Blue 
Mound; east and west streets were named 
Luverne, Lincoln, Main, Maple and Fletcher. 
A citizen of the little village wrote on May 
29, 1872:  “Messrs. Hawes and Van Eps, pro-
prietors of the townsite, are replatting it and 
making the streets wider; they are now eighty 
feet wide.  They have a fi ne location for a town 
on the banks of the Rock river.  They offer as 
an inducement to business men to locate here 
from one to three lots free if they will erect a 
building on the townsite.”

The Daily News of Rock County  www.star-herald.com
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REMEMBER WHEN

CELEBRATIONS

Card Showers
Eva Lu Hemme will celebrate her 95th birthday 

on Tuesday, Jan. 10. Greetings may be sent to her 
at 619 West Lincoln, Luverne, MN 56156.

Kay Franklin will celebrate her 101st birthday 
on Jan. 9. Greetings may be sent to her at 110 South 
Walnut St. , Luverne, MN 56156.

MENU

Senior Citizens
Monday, Jan. 9: Creamy potato soup, turkey 

sandwich, fruit cup, crackers, cookie.
Program: 1 p.m. Pinochle
Tuesday, Jan. 10: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, 

peas, dinner roll, pudding dessert.
Program: Two-buck  Tuesday sponsored by 

Main Street Financial .
Wednesday, Jan. 11: Liver or pepper steak, 

scalloped potatoes, carrots, bread, fruit crisp.
Th ursday, Jan. 12: Chicken lasagna, tropical 

fruit, lettuce with dressing, breadstick, bar.
Friday, Jan. 13: Swedish meatballs, mashed 

potatoes, corn, bread, ice cream.
Program: Red Hats
Senior Dining off ers well-balanced and aff ord-

able meals in a community atmosphere.
Bring a friend or make new ones.
Call 283-9846 to make dining reservations or 

for home-delivered meals.

10 years ago (2007)
•Th e city of Luverne grew by 91.11 acres last week when the 

Luverne City Council passed a resolution for orderly annexation 
of land from Luverne Township.

Th e land is visible from Interstate 90 and is located west of 
Papik Motors. …

Economic Development Director Jill Wolf said, “Th e an-
nexation of the property into the city of Luverne will off er great 
economic development opportunities for future industrial and 
commercial development. It will allow the city to expand its 
existing industrial park.”

25 years ago (1992)
•Th e 220-member Rock County Soybean Growers Associa-

tion has plans for expansion.
President Tom Arends said the next step for the Association 

is beginning a Corn Growers Association. Statewide, the Corn 
Growers Association has 3,200 members. Ivan Maas, a board 
member of the state Corn Growers, said that’s “not enough.” …

Mass guesses that more than 1,000 farmers in Rock County 

raise corn. And all farmers are becoming increasingly aware 
that their products are getting harder to market. Selling corn 
for consumption isn’t enough to keep farmers out of fi nancial 
problems.

50 years ago (1967)
•Luverne Jaycees will be around the city this Saturday to 

pick up discarded Christmas trees. Beginning Saturday noon 
the annual Christmas tree pickup will be carried out by Jaycees 
as a service to city residents.

On Sunday, January 8, Girl Scouts and Brownies will hold 
their annual Burning of the Greens in a new location.

Th is year, at 4 p.m. Sunday afternoon the fi ring of the ev-
ergreens will be done in Hatting Gravel Pit, just south of the 
Luverne Creamery.

75 years ago (1942)
•First price of $10 in the eighth annual home Christmas 

decoration contest sponsored by the Rock County Bank was 

awarded Sunday evening by a board of three judges to E.L. Con-
nell for the lighted exterior display at his home at 307 North Kniss 
avenue, with Aanen Skoland, whose home is located on East Main 
street, taking second prize of $5. …

Th e judges — Fred Chabot, Stanley Remme and Irid Bjerk 
— found that picking the winner was a diffi  cult task, with most 
of the entries being outstanding in one way or another this year.

100 years ago (1917)
•Th e school fair which was held at the school house Friday was 

a decided success. Th is was a new feature in our school work, and 
was thoroughly enjoyed. Th e industrial exhibit in Miss Lindsoe’s 
room was a revelation to a great many. Th ere was a ball game 
between the Luverne grade boys and Beaver Creek grade boys; 
score 28-8 in favor of Beaver Creek. …

After the races the Home orchestra gave a concert. One of 
their most pleasing selections was Memories of Stephen Foster, 
varia tions of Swanee River. Th e fair was concluded by an auction 
conducted by George Loe and Vance Tatge.

SCHOOL NEWS

Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, has an-
nounced that Mitchell Lonneman, Adrian, has been 
accepted for admission for the 2017-18 academic 
year. Lonneman has been awarded the President’s 
Scholarship.

Editor’s note: Th is is being republished be-
cause the headline in the Dec. 29 edition stated 
Lonneman “will attend Luther” when in fact he 
is undecided about where he will attend college.

Luther College accepts Lonneman

Andrew Jelken, son of James and Paula Jelken, 
Luverne, and Cora Mumme, daughter of Mark and 
Beth Mumme, Hardwick, were named to the Fall 
2016-17 Academic Year Dean’s List at Bethany Lu-
theran College in Mankato. Both are 2014 graduates 
of Luverne High School

To be named, students must earn at least a 3.5 
GPA on a 4.0 scale while carrying at least 14 credits.

Bethany  releases fall dean’s list

Fluit Farms Inc. of Luverne was chosen as the 2016 Rock County Outstanding Conser-
vationist. Members of the Fluit family are (front from left) Emily, Trina holding Andrew, 
Devon (kneeling), (back)  Jared, Brent, Dorenda, Shain and Shania.

By Mavis Fodness
Farming and conservation go hand-

in-hand for the Brent and Dorenda Fluit 
family, the recently named Rock County 
Outstanding Conservationists for 2016.

Fluit Farms Inc. was recently chosen 
by the local Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District board of directors based on 
conservation practices that save natural 
resources in Rock County.

Th e family was honored in early 
December along with 65 other families 
during the annual meeting of the Minne-
sota Association of Soil and Water Conser-
vation Districts in Bloomington.

“All farmers have become better con-
servationists than years ago with fertilizer 
and tillage,” Brent said. “But there are 
more ways for improvement.”

For Fluit (pronounced Flight) one 
upcoming improvement is expanding the 
planting of cover crops throughout the 
family’s 2,200 acres of corn and soybeans 
southwest of Luverne.

He said the last two years have been 
successful in growing a cereal rye mixture 
on limited acres. Th e use of a high-clear-
ance applicator has increased the ability 
to plant seed between rows in the early 
stages of the fi rst crop’s development.

Cover crops increase the soil’s organic 
matter, thus improving soil health by act-
ing as a natural fertilizer. Th e growth of a 
cover crop also suppresses weed growth, 
saving on herbicide use, Brent said.

Ten years ago the Fluits began strip 
tillage practices as an eff ective soil erosion 
control. Th e Fluits have also implemented 
grass waterways, terraces and buff ers to 
minimize soil erosion.

Brent is quick to credit local SWCD 
expertise along with that of his dad, 
Clarence, for his choice of conservation 
practices. 

Focusing on tillage practices that 
minimize fi eld passes has lessened gully 
development after a heavy rain event, re-
sulting in keeping soil on the farm’s rolling 
crop hills.

Land stewardship practices and 
philosophy are being passed to the next 
generation with sons Shain and Devon 
joining the operation full time.

Devon, 22, is in charge of manure 
management from the farm’s 6,800-head 
hog production barns as well as his recently 
acquired 1,800-head cattle feedlot.

All the manure is injected to within one 
inch of the narrow-width tilled crop strips 
using a global-positioning system, Brent 
said.

Shain, 19, also demonstrates the same 
precision as he completes the majority of 
the planting with the high-clearance appli-
cator. Th e applicator allows the Fluits to split 
nitrogen applications as well as plant the 
cover crops. Shain also operates a custom 
application business.

Brent said they regularly scout the 
growing crops for insects and/or disease de-
velopment. Th ey will use a treatment once 
yield damage thresholds are reached. 

Brent said he relies on the recommen-
dations from various university fi eld studies.

Th e Fluits also have three other children 
who lend a hand with the farm operation 
between home school studies. Shania is 16, 
Emily, 13, and Jared, 11.

Devon is married to Trina and the 
couple has one child,  Andrew.

BITS BY BETTY

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society 

Th e following ap-
peared in the Rock 
County Herald on July 
3, 1925:

FEDERAL FIELD 
AGENTS NOW MAK-
ING SURVEY OF 
ROCK CO.

Work Th is Week Con-
fined to Rose Dell 
and Springwater, Where Many Bar-
berry Bushes Are Destroyed. 

One hundred fi fty barberry bushes, 
most of which are heavily infected 
with grain rusts, have been destroyed 
during the past week in Rose Dell and 

1925: Barberry bushes destroyed due to grain rust

Springwater townships by A. G. Peterson and 
F. B. Powers, fi eld agents of the United States 
Department of Agriculture.

Th ese agents are making a re-survey for 
barberry in Rock county. Messrs. Peterson and 
Powers report that practically all of the bar-

South Dakota State University in Brookings 
has named several area students to the dean’s list 
for Fall 2016 semester. To be named, students must 
earn at least a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Students with 
an asterisk received a 4.0. (Key for acronyms at end.) 

Th e following students were named to the  list:
From Luverne: *Tanner Baustian, SAGBS; 

Brenna Brown, SEHS; Ellen Dahl, SA&S, NUC; 
*Hilary Deragisch, SPAHP; Karissa Hamann, SEHS; 
Tessa Klarenbeek, SA&S; *Brandon Klein, SNURS; 

*Elizabeth Scheidt, SEHS; *Kristen Scheidt, SA&S; 
Allie Skattum, SNURS; *Brenton Thompson, 
SENGR; *Erik Toft eland, SAGBS.

From Beaver Creek: Stuart Plimpton, SA&S.
From Adrian: Madisyn Dingmann, SPAHP; 

*Bridget Kramer, SAGBS; Maggie Kruse, SNURS; 
*Aaron Marsh, SA&S; *Elizabeth Th ier, SEHS.

From Ellsworth: Hanna Hieronimus, SA&S; 
*Cole Meester, SENGR; *Paige Meester, SEHS.

From Lismore: Nicholas Lorang, SAGBS; An-
thony Lynn, SAGBS.

From Steen: *Alexander Bonnema, SEHS.
Acronyms: SAGBS – College of Agriculture 

& Biological Sciences; SA&S – College of Arts & 
Science; SEHS  – College of Education & Human 
Science; SENGR – College of Engineering; SNURS 

– College of Nursing; SPHA – College of Pharmacy; 
SPAHP – College of Pharmacy and Allied Health 
Professions; NUC – Northern State University’s 
University College.

SDSU releases fall dean’s list

Fluit Family selected as county’s 2016 
Outstanding Conservationists

Submitted Photo

Brent and Dorenda Fluit accepted the Outstanding Conservationist Award for Rock 
County at the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts meeting. 

berry found is wild bushes in woodlots within 
a mile of where bushes have been planted. Th e 
agents will be in Rock county for several weeks 
making a farm to farm survey.

Any information concerning the location 
of bushes may be addressed to A. G. Peterson, 
Luverne. Co-operation on the part of residents 
of Rock county by reporting bushes will greatly 
aid in the campaign. Th e campaign, which is 
now being carried on in thirteen west-central 
states, is an eff ort to help farmers in this region 
to have better success with wheat raising.

Donations to the Rock County Historical 
Society can be sent to the Rock County Histori-
cal Society, P.O. Box 741, Luverne, MN 56156.

Mann welcomes correspondence sent to 
mannmade@iw.net.
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Kathryn Irene Aaker, 
92, Luverne, died 
Wednesday, Dec. 
28, 2016, at the 
Good Samaritan 
Society – Mary 
Jane Brown Home 
in Luverne.

A  f u n e r a l 
was Friday, Dec. 
30, at Grace Lu-
theran Church in 
Luverne. Burail 
followed at Memory Gar-
dens Cemetery in Luverne.

Kathryn Thompson 
was born Sept. 15, 1924, to 
Arthur and Ruth (Brusse) 
Th ompson in Martin Town-
ship near Hills. She gradu-
ated from Hills Public 
School in 1942.

Kathryn moved to Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas, where 
her childhood sweetheart, 
Russell Aaker, was sta-
tioned in the service. While 
in Little Rock, Kathryn 
worked at a local uphol-
stery shop.

Th e couple married on 
March 31, 1945, in Little 
Rock.

Upon Russell’s dis-
charge from the Army, 
the couple moved to a 
farm near Hills and Val-
ley Springs, South Da-
kota where they farmed 
from 1947-1966. Th ey then 
farmed in the Luverne area 
from 1966-1975.

Kathryn was a home-
maker during their chil-
dren’s younger years. Later 
on she worked at Luverne 
Paint and Glass. Th ey sold 
the farm in 1975 and moved 
into Luverne. She joined 

Kathryn Aaker
Russell in remodeling and re-

decorating houses. 
Russell preceded 
her in death on July 
29, 1987.

Kathryn con-
tinued to reside in 
Luverne. She later 
lived at The Oaks 
and then at Good 
Samaritan Society 

- Mary Jane Brown 
Home.

Kathryn was a member 
of Grace Lutheran Church 
in Luverne. She was active 
in church choir and was a 
member of circle. She was a 
member of the Valley Springs 
Legion and the Luverne 
VFW. She enjoyed making 
rosettes at Christmastime, 
ice fi shing, selling Avon, and 
hosting pool parties at their 
home on Spring Street. She 
loved spending time with her 
grandchildren.

She is survived by her 
children, Barb (Roger) Van 
Batavia, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, and Kevin (Mary) 
Aaker, Luverne; grandchil-
dren Jill (Dale) Brausen, 
Jennifer (Chris) Rowan, Ni-
cole (Cody) Henrichs, and 
Ruston Aaker (fi ancée Lucy 
Hewitt); and eight great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Rus-
sell; her parents, Art and Ruth; 
her siblings, Paul Th ompson 
and Dorothy Larsen; and 
special friend Bud Sexe.

Arrangements were by 
Hartquist Funeral Home of 
Luverne, www.hartquistfu-
neral.com.

 (0105  F)

Dorothy L. Britz, 74, 
Lakeville, died Tues-
day, Dec. 27, 2016, at 
St. Gertrudes Health 
and Rehabilitation 
Center in Shakopee.

A funeral ser-
vice was at Hosanna! 
Lutheran Church 
in Lakeville on Fri-
day, Dec. 30. Private 
burial was at Mead-
ow Ridge Memorial 
Park in Faribault.

Dorothy Ross was born 
Dec. 25, 1942, to Aaron and 
Emma (Schmidtke) Ross 
in Forest Township, Rice 
County.  She graduated from 
Faribault High School in 1960 
and was a high school busi-
ness education and social 
studies teacher at Richfi eld, 

Dorothy Britz
Rosemount and Lakeville High 

Schools.
She is survived by 

her husband, Jerome 
Britz, Lakeville; two 
sons, Todd (Cheri) 
Britz, Maple Grove, 
and Kevin (Larissa) 
Britz, Cologne; seven 
grandchildren, Aaron, 
Laura, Jenna, Nicole, 
Chase, Luke and Leah 
Britz; a  sister, Lorraine 

Nelson, Faribault; a brother, 
Rev. Harold (Edith) Ross, Elgin, 
Illinois; a sister-in-law, Jerilyn 
Britz, Luverne; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Arrangements were by 
Boldt Funeral Home of Farib-
ault, www.boldtfuneralhome.
com.

 (0105 F)

Mavis Darlene Herman, 
84, Luverne, died 
Th ursday, Dec. 29, 
2016, at Sanford 
Medical Center in 
Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.

A  f u n e r a l 
service was Mon-
day, Jan. 2, at the 
A m e r i c a n  R e -
formed Church 
in Luverne. Burial 
followed at Maplewood 
Cemetery in Luverne.

 Mavis Schoeneman 
was born Sept. 12, 1932, to 
Jake and Elizabeth (Jonker) 
Schoeneman on the fam-
ily farm near Rock Rapids, 
Iowa. She was baptized at 
Bethel Reformed Church 
of rural Ellsworth and 
was also later confi rmed 
there. Mavis moved with 
her family to Rock Rapids 
before starting school. She 
attended Rock Rapids High 
School and graduated in 
1950. After graduation Ma-
vis worked at Pettengill’s 
Concrete Lumber until 
1952 when she began work-
ing at Lyon Rural Electric.

On Nov. 9, 1954, Mavis 
married Robert Herman 
at the Bethel Reformed 
Church. Th e couple settled 
in Rock Rapids. Th ey later 
moved to a farm on High-
way 75 and Mavis then 
stayed home to help Bob 
on the farm and raise their 
two daughters. Th e family 

 Mavis Herman
moved to a farm near the state 

line in 1960. Bob 
died in May of 1976, 
and Mavis moved to 
Luverne and worked 
as a cook with the 
Luverne High School 
for twenty years until 
her retirement in 
1996.

She most re-
cently attended the 
American Reformed 

Church in Luverne and had 
been an active member 
of Stateline Presbyterian 
Church where she was a Bible 
School teacher and attended 
circle. Mavis enjoyed sewing, 
gardening, baking, spending 
time with her grandchildren, 
and going out to eat with her 
friends. She was most known 
for her Christmas baked 
goodies and party mix.

Mavis is survived by two 
daughters, Charmaine Baker, 
Edina, and Robin (Doug) 
Heeren, Lead, South Dakota; 
and fi ve grandchildren, Eliza-
beth, Tyler, and Ethan Baker, 
Sierra (Steven) Beardsworth, 
and Chantel Heeren.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband; her 
parents; four siblings, Dick 
Schoeneman, Grace DeBeer, 
Tillie Roskam, and Harvey 
Schoeneman; and a son-in-
law, Doug Baker.

Arrangements were by 
Hartquist Funeral Home of 
Luverne, www.hartquistfu-
neral.com.                    (0105 F)

Boyd Francis Lands-
man, 85, Luverne, 
formerly of Lake 
Benton and Tyler, 
died Friday, Dec. 2, 
2016, at the Minne-
sota Veterans Home 
in Luverne.

A funeral will 
be at 11 a.m. Th urs-
day, Jan. 12, at First 
English Lutheran 
Church in Tyler with 
visitation at 10 a.m. 
at the church. Burial with 
military honors will be at 
Danebod Cemetery in Tyler.

Boyd Landsman was 
born Oct. 31, 1931, to Ralph 
and Lillian (Erickson) Lands-
man in Flandreau, South Da-
kota. He moved to Centerville, 
South Dakota, in 1936 with 
his parents. Boyd graduated 
from Centerville High School 
in 1949 and then attended 
Augustana College in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, for 2 1/2 
years. He joined the United 
States Naval Cadets in Pen-
sacola, Florida, in 1952. He 
terminated his fl ight training 
and then went into the United 
States Navy. 

On April 30, 1953, Boyd 
married Donna  Bishop in 
Sioux Falls. In 1953 they 
moved to a farm northeast of 
Centerville and raised cattle 
with his father and brother. 
They retired from farming 
in 1995 and moved to their 
lake home in Lake Benton. 
He worked at the Tyler Golf 
Course after retiring and 
loved being on the mower. 
Th ey lived there 15 years until 
Boyd’s health failed. They 
then moved to Danebod Vil-
lage in Tyler in 2009. 

Boyd loved pheasant 

Boyd Landsman
and duck hunting, fishing, 

golf, snowmobiling, 
traveling in their mo-
torhome for 18 years, 
woodworking, mak-
ing pheasant feather 
articles and spending 
time with his family. 
In May of 2014, Boyd 
and Donna moved 
to Luverne, and Boyd 
became a resident at 
the Minnesota Veter-

ans Home.
Boyd was a member of the 

First English Lutheran Church 
in Tyler. He was a Past Com-
mander of the Frank Holcomb 
Post of the American Legion in 
Centerville and member of the 
Sollie Henry Post of the Ameri-
can Legion in Lake Benton. He 
was a Past Grand Marshall for 
the Grand Lodge AF and AM 
and also was a Past Master of 
Myrtle Lodge #9 AF and AM. 
Boyd was also a member of the 
El Riad Shrine in Sioux Falls. He 
was Past Patron of Ivy Chapter 
#25 and also a Past Grand Pa-
tron of OES for South Dakota 
in 1985-86. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Donna, Luverne; four children, 
Cindy (Mike) Eiserman, Gold 
Canyon, Arizona, Brenda (Bob) 
Sichmeller, Tyler, David (Lisa) 
Landsman, Lake Benton, and 
Lou Ann (Sam) Massengill, 
Friendsville, Tennessee; 10 
grandchildren; 24 great-grand-
children; a brother, Dick (Pris-
cilla) Landsman, Centerville; 
and many other relatives and 
friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Arrangements were by 
Hartquist Funeral Home of Ty-
ler, www.hartquistfuneral.com.

 (0105  F)

G e ra l d  R o b e r t  “ Je r-
ry” Mahlberg, 76, 
Luverne, died Sat-
urday, Dec. 31, 2016, 
at the Sanford USD 
Medical Center in 
Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.

A funeral ser-
vice will be at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 
6, with visitation 
beginning at 9:30 
a.m., at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Luverne. Burial with 
full military honors will follow 
at Maplewood Cemetery in 
Luverne.

Jerry Mahlberg was born 
to Eric and Mildred (Carlson) 
Mahlberg on Nov. 15, 1940, in 
Worthington. He was raised 
in Worthington and attended 
Worthington High School, 
graduating in 1958. After high 
school Jerry enlisted in the 
United States Navy in July of 
1958. He was stationed on the 
USS Lexington and worked 
as a specialist mechanic in 
maintenance of aircraft.

He was united in mar-
riage in 1960 though they later 
divorced. Jerry was honor-
ably discharged on July 30, 
1961, and settled in Fremont, 
California, where he began 
his employment with United 
Airlines as a lead mechanic at 
their maintenance base  in San 
Francisco. He also completed 
a two-year aeronautics techni-
cal program in California. Jerry 

Gerald Mahlberg
specialized in sheet metal 

work with jet engines.
In 1996 he moved 

to Avon, Indiana, 
continuing as lead 
mechanic on jet en-
gines and serving as 
a fl oater and observer 
of airframe quality 
checks. He retired in 
1999.

Jerry’s passion 
for engines carried 

over to his lifetime hobby 
of fi xing and restoring cars. 
He co-founded the LOBES 
Hot-rod Club in Worthington 
and raced many cars over the 
years, proudly belonging to the 

“Low Buck” racing team.   He 
eventually moved to Luverne, 
where his sister lived, in 2010. 
Jerry became a resident of the 
Minnesota Veterans Home in 
June of 2013. In the spring of 
2016, Jerry became a resident 
at Golden Living Center in 
Slayton.

Jerry is survived by his 
daughter, Robin (David) Elgin, 
Fremont, California; three 
granddaughters, Corrine, Car-
ly, and Candice; a sister, Signe 
(Buck) Underwood, Luverne; 
and two brothers, Doug (An-
drea) Mahlberg, Portland, 
Oregon, and Steven (Jean) 
Mahlberg, Littleton, Colorado.

Arrangements were by 
Hartquist Funeral Home of 
Luverne, www.hartquistfu-
neral.com.

 (0105 F)

Doris Alberta Plahn, 98, 
Garretson, South 
Dakota, died Sun-
day, Dec. 25, 2016, at 
Palisades Manor in 
Garretson .

A celebration of 
life will be at the fam-
ily farm in 2017 with 
burial and private 
service at Norway 
Cemetery in rural 
Garretson.

Doris Engelson was born 
Aug. 30, 1918, to Roy and 
Bessie (Kuiper) Engelson in 
Rock County.  She attended 
country schools in Rock and 
Minnehaha counties and was 
a 1936 graduate of Garret-
son High School. Doris then 
worked in housekeeping for 
various families in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, and as a clerk 
for Montgomery Ward. 

On Dec. 3, 1940, Doris 
married Donald Plahn at Bea-
ver Creek. Th ey lived in Sioux 
Falls before locating to a rural 
Garretson property farmed 
by Doris’ parents. Th ey made 
their home at his parents’ farm 
in Section 5 of Edison Town-
ship west of Garretson, where 
they remained for most of their 
lives. Doris was a homemaker 
and helped on the farm.

In retirement the couple 
wintered in Sun City, Arizona, 
for many years until Donald 

Doris Plahn
died in 1997. Doris resided 

at Edgewood Vista 
senior apartments in 
Sioux Falls since 2003. 
She will be remem-
bered for wonderful 
meals, cookies jars 
fi lled with love, and 
storytime on Grand-
ma’s lap.

She is survived 
by her sister, Elaine 
Pomeroy, St. Croix 

Falls, Wisconsin; her chil-
dren, Sharon (Grant) Kringen, 
Garretson, Barbara (Steven) 
Lemke, Paullina, Iowa, Mary 
Koehler, Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, Donald (Deborah 
Beers) Plahn, Jasper, Jill 
(James) Willers, Luverne, 
James (Beth Engebretson) 
Plahn, Garretson, and Darcy 
(Royal) Ellefson, Garretson; 
24 grandchildren; 37 great-
grandchildren; and 11 great-
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband and 
three infant children, (David, 
deceased shortly after birth 
and twin daughters deceased 
at birth); brothers LeRoy and 
Marvin Engelson; one grand-
son; and two great-grandsons.

Arrangements were by 
George Boom Funeral Home 
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
www.georgeboom.com.

 (0105 F)

DEATH NOTICES

Darla K. Chavis, 47, rural 
Beaver Creek, died Sunday, 
Jan. 1, 2017, at the Sanford 
Hospice Cottage in Luverne.

A memorial service was 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, at the First 

Darla Chavis
Baptist Church in Luverne. 

Arrangements were by 
Hartquist Funeral Home of 
Luverne, www.hartquistfu-
neral.com. 

 (0105 DN)

Rosa Sandstede, 90, Hills, 
died Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017, at 
Tuff  Memorial Home in Hills.

A funeral service will be at 
1 p .m. Friday, Jan. 6, at Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church in Hills. 
Burial will follow at Trinity Lu-
theran Cemetery near Steen.

A visitation will be from 

Rosa Sandstede
4-8 p.m. Th ursday, Jan. 5, with 
the family present from 6-8 
p.m., at Jurrens Funeral Home 
in Hills.

Arrangements are by Jur-
rens Funeral Home of Hills, 
www. Jurrensfuneralhome.
com.

 (0105 DN)

Dennis D. Schmuck, 
65, Luverne, died Th ursday, 
Dec. 29, 2016, at the Sanford 
Luverne Medical Center.

A private family service 
will take place at a later date.

Dennis Schmuck
Funeral arrangements 

are by Dingmann Funeral 
Home in Luverne, www.ding-
mannandsons.com

 (0105 DN)
 

Jason Krueger, 35, Luverne, 
died Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2016, 
at the Baylor Scott & White All 
Saints Medical Center, in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

A memorial service is 

Jason Krueger 
planned for the spring of 2017.

Arrangements are by 
Dingmann Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services of Luverne, 
dingmannandsons.com.

 (0105 DN)
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Boys capture consolation title in St. Paul

John Rittenhouse photo/0105 agb 10

Adrian junior Alexia Kemper protects the ball in front of a Red Rock Central defender during a game at the Tracy-Milroy-Balaton 
Holiday Tournament in Tracy Dec. 27. The Dragons went 0-2 at the tournament after falling to Wabasso Dec. 28.

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Adrian girls’ basketball 

team was unable to snap what 
stands as a six-game losing 
streak at the Tracy-Milroy-
Balaton Tournament last week.

Th e Dragons lost a 25-point 
game to Red Rock Central in 
the opening round Dec. 27 
before falling by 24 points to 
Wabasso during the third-
place game Dec. 28.

Adrian, 3-7 overall, hosts 
Ellsworth Friday.

Wabasso 59, AHS 35
The Dragons fell behind 

early and couldn’t recover 
when they squared off  against 
Wabasso during the third-
place game of the tournament 
in Tracy Dec. 28.

Th e Rabbits set the tone for 
the night by rolling to a 33-18 
lead in the fi rst half.

Wabasso went on to out-
score the Dragons 26-17 in 
the second half to complete a 

lead with 4:45 remaining in the 
fi rst half, but RRC outscored 
the Dragons 42-15 the rest of 
the night to win handily.

Hannah Bullerman canned 
a three-point shot 48 seconds 
into the game and the Drag-
ons trailed by one (8-7) when 
Kaitlyn Christians converted 
a fi eld goal at the 14:43 mark 
of the fi rst half.

RRC, however, countered 
with a 12-0 run to open a 
13-point (20-7) cushion with 
11:26 remaining.

Adrian battled back to trim 
the diff erence to one point 
(22-21) when Christians con-
verted a layup at 6:51 and the 
Dragons moved in front 25-24 
when Kunkel drained a fi eld 
goal with 4:45 remaining.

RRC answered the chal-
lenge with a 13-3 run to end 
the half and the Falcons took 
a 37-28 advantage into the 
second stanza.

Th e Falcons canned a pair of 

24-point victory.
Paige Bullerman turned in 

a 13-point, fi ve- rebound eff ort 
for Adrian.

Lexi Slater grabbed a team-
high 10 rebounds for the Drag-
ons, while Hannah Bullerman 
and Miah Kunkel nabbed 
seven rebounds each.

Box score
Kemper 0 0 0-0 0, H.Bullerman 1 0 4-7 
6, M.Bullerman 1 0 0-2 2, Balster 0 0 
0-0 0, Kunkel 2 0 1-3 5, Christians 1 0 
0-0 2, Jeffers 0 1 0-0 3, Slater 2 0 0-1 
4, Heidebrink 0 0 0-0 0, P.Bullerman 
4 0 5-9 13.

Team statistics
Adrian: 12 of 42 fi eld goals (29 percent), 
10 of 22 free throws (45 percent), 38 
rebounds, 27 turnovers.
Wabasso: 26 of 56 fi eld goals (46 per-
cent), four of 10 free throws (40 percent), 
32 rebounds, 17 turnovers.

RRC 66, Adrian 41
The Dragons opened the 

tournament by dropping a 
25-point decision to the Fal-
cons Dec. 27 in Tracy.

Adrian sported a one-point 

three-point shots in the fi rst 27 
seconds of the second half as a 
part of a 9-0 run that left them 
sporting a 46-28 lead.

RCC continued to pad its 
advantage and led by 28 (62-
34) with 5:02 left to play before 
settling with a 25-point win at 
game’s end.

Christians led AHS with 10 
points.

Kunkel and Mikayla Jeff ers 
pulled down 10 rebounds, 
Slater collected fi ve caroms 
and Hannah and Paige Bull-
erman nabbed fi ve rebounds 
each.
Box score
Kemper 1 0 0-0 2, H.Bullerman 1 1 2-4 
7, M.Bullerman 1 0 0-0 2, Balster 0 0 
1-2 1, Kunkel 2 0 0-2 4, Christians 5 0 
0-0 10, Jeffers 1 2 0-0 8, Slater 1 0 0-2 
2, Heidebrink 0 0 0-0 0, P.Bullerman 
1 0 3-4 5.

Team statistics
Adrian: 16 of 49 fi eld goals (33 percent), 
six of 15 free throws (40 percent), 42 
rebounds, 27 turnovers.
RRC: 27 of 65 fi eld goals (42 percent), 
six of 17 free throws (35 percent), 38 
rebounds, 10 turnovers.

Dragon girls fall twice at T-M-B tourney

John Rittenhouse photo/0105 lbh 3

Luverne senior Trey Roberts clears the puck out of the defensive zone during Saturday’s game against Totino-Grace at the Blue Mound Ice Arena. T-G saddled 
the Cardinals with a 5-1 setback in the fi nal game of 2016. The Cardinals topped Hopkins and Hastings to place second at the South St. Paul Tournament.

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Blue Mound Figure Skaters will host the Ice Crystal 

Classic 2017 at the Blue Mound Ice Arena Jan. 13-15.
More than 100 competitors from six diff erent clubs are 

expected to skate in individual and team events during the 
Ice Skating Institute-sponsored District 10 event.

Along with the local skaters, clubs from Hutchinson, Buf-
falo, Sioux Falls, National Sports Center (Blaine) and Yankton 
are expected to be on hand.

Team events (Team Compulsory and Synchronized Skat-
ing) are set for Friday evening with individual events tak-
ing place on Saturday. Th e competition wraps up Sunday 
afternoon.

Th ere is no admission charge to attend the event.

Figure skaters to host
Ice Crystal Classic 2017

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Luverne girls’ hockey 

team wrapped up a winless 
appearance at the Schwan 
Cup in Blaine by dropping 
two games last week.

Henry Sibley nipped the 
Cardinals during the consola-
tion semifi nals Dec. 27.

Northland Pines (Eagle 
River, Wisconsin) topped the 
Cardinals by three goals in the 
seventh-place game Dec. 28.

The 7-5-1 LHS squad re-
turns to action in Morris 
Friday.

NP 5, Luverne 2
A late rally by Northland 

Pines proved to be the dif-
ference during the seventh-
place game of the Schwan Cup 
Dec. 28 in Blaine.

Luverne battled back from 
a 2-0 defi cit to knot the score 
at two in the second period, 
but NP outscored the Cards 
3-0 in the fi nal 19:32 of play 
to secure a victory.

NP received goals from 
Amanda Sergent and McKen-
zie Ebert in the fi rst 14:41 of 
the game to take a 2-0 advan-
tage into the second period.

Luverne answered the 
challenge by scoring twice in 
the fi rst 10:11 of the second 
period.

Luverne caps winless
appearance at Schwan Cup

Maddie Dinger registered 
an unassisted goal 4:39 into 
the second stanza before Carly 
Serie tied the score at two with a 
power-play goal that came with 
6:49 remaining in the period.

Mariah Aukes received an 
assist for Serie’s goal.

NP, however, regained the 
lead (3-2) when Abbigale 
Ahlborn scored with 2:32 re-
maining in the second period 
before adding a pair of third-
period goals to put the game 
out of reach.

Sergent and Gabby Herfi nd-
ahl netted third-period goals in 
a span of 2:04 to make it a three-
goal diff erence at game’s end.

Emilie Bartels turned in a 
27-save eff ort for the  Cards, 
who were outshot 32-9 in the 
contest.

HS 2, Luverne 1
Th e Cardinals dropped their 

second consecutive game of 
the tournament when they met 
Henry Sibley in the consolation 
semifi nals Dec. 27 in Blaine.

Th e Warriors controlled play 
on the ice by outshooting the 
Cards 46-14 in a game in which 
they never trailed.

HS opened the scoring when 
Melissa Teal netted a goal with 

Cap/continued on page 9A

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Luverne boys’ hockey 

team completed play in 2016 
with a 9-3 record after going 
2-1 in the last week.

Th e Cardinals posted wins 
over Hastings and Hopkins 
to win the consolation title 
at the South St. Paul Tourna-
ment Dec. 27 and Dec. 28 
respectively.

LHS returned home to drop 
a four-goal game to Totino-
Grace Saturday.

Luverne hosts New Ulm 
Th ursday.

T-G 5, Luverne 1
A rough fi rst period for the 

Cardinals set the stage for 
Saturday’s four-goal home 
loss to the Eagles.

Luverne surrendered two 
first-period goals and was 
outshot 15-3 in a stanza that 
put the Cardinals in a hole 
they couldn’t climb out of.

Cam Fagerlee opened the 
scoring with a power-play 
goal 4:42 into the game and 
Ryan Hall added a goal at the 
7:03 mark of the fi rst period to 
give the Eagles a 2-0 cushion.

Sam Hentges upped T-G’s 
lead to three goals 42 seconds 
into the second period, but 
Luverne’s Tyler Reisdorfer 
made it a 3-1 game with 4:55 
remaining in the stanza with 
an unassisted tally.

T-G iced the game with 
a pair of third-period goals, 
including an empty-net tally 
from Ryan Jordan with 21 
seconds left.

Fagerlee scored his second 
goal of the game 4:13 into the 
third period.

Daniel Tofteland made 30 
saves in net for an LHS team 
that was outshot 36-31 in the 
contest.

LHS 4, Hopkins 0
Th e Cardinals captured the 

consolation championship 
at the South St. Paul Tourna-
ment by registering a four-

goal victory over the Royals 
Dec. 28.

LHS sported a 1-0 edge after 
two periods of play before put-
ting the game out of reach with 
a three-goal eruption in the 
third period.

Jesse Reed, who led the 
Cardinals with two goals in 
the game, opened the scoring 
with a counter 5:09 into the 
fi rst period.

LHS netted a pair of power-
play goals and added one tally 
when the teams were at even 
strength in the third period.

Jim Erickson upped the lead 
to 2-0 when he scored 3:37 into 
the third stanza.

Trey Roberts and Reed reg-
istered power-play tallies in 
the fi nal 6:52 of the game to 
cap the scoring in the contest.

Kaden Ericson recorded a 

23-save shutout in goal for the 
Cards, who sported a 40-23 
advantage in shots on goal in 
the game.

Kasyn Kruse turned in a 
three-assist eff ort for Luverne, 
which received one assist each 
from Erickson, Mark Sterrett 
and Nick Harder.

LHS 4, Hastings 1
Th e Cardinals reached the 

consolation championship 
game of the tournament by 
securing a three-goal win over 
Hastings Dec. 27.

Luverne faced a 1-0 defi cit 
after 17 minutes of play, but 
the Cardinals rallied to score 
two goals in the second and 
third periods to earn the vic-
tory.

Hastings’ Colin Sieh gave 
his team a 1-0 edge when he 

scored a goal with 57 seconds 
left in the fi rst period.

LHS goalie Tofteland, who 
stopped 18 of the 19 shots he 
faced in the game, blanked the 
Raiders the rest of the night.

Harder knotted the score at 
one with an unassisted tally 
with 7:43 remaining in the sec-
ond period before Chris Jelken 

Title/continued on page 9A
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The SHARE
Board of Directors
* No individual thank you notes will be sent

Thanks to the generosity of Rock County residents, 
SHARE provided food, clothing and toys to 182 

families, consisting of 226 children and 304 adults (a 
total of 530 of our Rock County neighbors), this year.  

The SHARE program would not be possible without 
your many contributions. Thank you to those who 

donated money, items for distribution, and your time 
and hard work. 

Thank you to the churches who sponsored Undy 
Sundays and other collections for SHARE. 

  Thank you to the Luverne National Guard 
for allowing us to use the Armory building for 

distribution. 
  Special thanks to the many volunteers who 

generously gave their time to help shop, organize, 
arrange and carry out items for SHARE recipients. 

We are proud to be part of a community that 
cares so much for those in need.

Thanks again!

Mariah Aukes
Sport: Hockey
Position: Forward
Parents: Mark and Mary Aukes
Favorite Subject: Biology
Extra Curricular Activities: Cross 
Country, Hockey, Softball, Peer Helping, 
Student Council
Future Plans: Attend college for exercise 
science with an emphasis in physical therapy

Chris Jelken
Sport: Hockey
Position: Defenseman
Parents: Jim and Paula Jelken
Favorite Subject: Calculus
Extra Curricular Activities: Band, Choir, 
Football, Hockey, Tennis, BPA, Leadership 
Group, National Honor Society
Future Plans: Go to college for business 
accounting

Pipestone Pepsi  |  1809 Forman Drive, Pipestone, MN 56164

W I N T E R  S E N I O R 
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

PAPIK.COM283-9171

2009 Chevrolet Impala 2010 Buick Enclave

Papik Price $5,990 Papik Price $9,990

Stock #300308N
144K

Stock #229833U
152K

2011 Chevrolet Equinox 2012 GMC Terrain

Papik Price $11,990 Papik Price $14,990

Stock #284639U
105K

Stock #123611N
95K

Beaver Creek Township
Filing Notice

Filing for township supervisor for a three-year 
term. Filing will open on January 1, 2017 and 
closes January 15, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.

File with the Beaver Creek Township Clerk.

Kathy King, Clerk
Beaver Creek Township

2:01 remaining in the second 
period and upped the lead to 
2-0 when Kayla Lucken regis-
tered an unassisted tally 1:33 
into the third period.

Aukes recorded Luverne’s 
lone goal with 10:26 left to play.

gave the Cards a 2-1 edge 
when he cashed in during a 
power-play situation with 5:48 
remaining in the stanza.

Ben Serie netted a power-
p lay goal with 7:18 remaining 
in the third period before Ster-

FROM THE SIDELINES

By John Rittenhouse,sports editor

Luverne’s Janiszeski draws track honor
A man who 

works with 
the Luverne 
High School 
track pro-
gram will be 
honored for 
a job well done later this 
month.

Pete Janiszeski, who 
has served as an assistant 
coach under Craig Nelson 
for the past 14 years, is 
about to be recognized for 
his contributions to one 
of S outhwest Minnesota’s 
strongest programs on a 
yearly basis.

Along with being 
named the Section 3A As-
sistant Coach of the Year, 
Janiszeski has been select-
ed as the Minnesota State 
Class A Assistant Coach 
of the Year by members of 
the Minnesota Track and 
Field Coaches Association.

Janiszeski receives 
his award Jan. 27 at the 
Double Tree Hotel and 
Conference Center in 
Bloomington.

Th e award ceremony 

takes place that evening, 
where coaches from 
throughout the state will 
be on hand for the annual 
coaching clinic that is set 
for Jan. 26-28.

Based on his work over 
the past 14 years, Janisz-
eski is a worthy recipient.

Along with off ering 
instruction to the high 
jumpers in the LHS pro-
gram, Janiszeski has made 
a name for himself as the 
man who leads Luverne’s 
distance runners.

His girls’ cross county 
teams have placed fourth 
at the last two state meets, 
and one LHS runner, 
Madison Schandelmeier, 
and the 3,200-meter relay 
turned in all-state perfor-
mances at the state track 
meet last June.

While the success expe-
rienced by LHS distance 
runners has been evident, 
Janiszeski refuses to take 
credit for it.

“I’ve been fortunate and 
blessed to work with a lot 
of special athletes over the 
years, so I don’t know how 
much of this has to do with 
me,” he said.

“Th e credit should go to 
these amazing athletes 
along with all the members 
of our coaching staff  be-
cause we all work together 
as a team.”

Janiszeski’s role with the 
track program will change 
this year.

After working as an 
assistant coach under 
Nelson since arriving in 
Luverne in 2002, Janiszeski 
has been named the track 

program’s head coach af-
ter Nelson stepped down 
from the post at the end of 
last season.

“We do have some new 
coaches coming in, but 
not much will change,” 
Janiszeski said.

“I’ll still work with the 
distance kids and possibly 
the high jumpers as well 
as taking care of all the 
other head coaching du-
ties. Other than that, our 
philosophy will remain 
the same. We don’t want 
to fi x what isn’t broken.”

Th at’s music to my ears.
LHS has always fi elded 

strong track and fi eld 
teams since I’ve been here, 
and I’m sure that won’t 
change with Janiszeski 
calling the shots as a head 
coach in years to come. rett capped the scoring with 

4:11 left to play.
Jelken recorded two assists 

and Harder charted another 
for the Cardinals, who sported 
a 33-19 advantage in shots on 
goal in the contest.

Title/continued from page 8A

Claire Baustian and Rozilyn 
Oye received assists for the 
goal.

Bartels saved 44 of the 46 
shots she faced in net for 
Luverne.

Cap/continued from page 8A

By John Rittenhouse
Adrian’s bid to win the cham-

pionship of the Wabasso Holi-
day Basketball Tournament fell 
short Dec. 28.

Adrian battled Red Rock 
Central to a draw during the 
fi rst half of the title tilt.

Th e Falcons, however, made 
51 percent of their fi eld goals 
in the game and outscored the 
Dragons by 11 points in the sec-
ond half to secure a 58-47 win.

Both teams scored 24 points 
in the game’s fi rst 28 minutes.

RRC captured the  tourna-
ment title by sporting a 34-23 
scoring cushion in the second 
half.

Mitchell Lonneman netted 
14 points and grabbed eight 

rebounds for AHS, which has 
dropped three consecutive 
games.

Zach Hendel and Nate 
Lonneman collected six and 
fi ve rebounds for the Dragons, 
while Jacob Stamer charted 
three steals.

The 5-3 Dragons play in 
Okabena Th ursday.

Box score
Stamer 0 1 0-0 3, Serrao 1 1 0-0 5, Bier-
man 0 3 0-0 9, White 0 0 0-0 0, Wieneke 
0 0 0-0 0, N.Lonneman 4 0 0-0 8, Hendel 
4 0 0-2 8, M.Lonneman 6 0 2-5 14.

Team statistics
Adrian: 20 of 50 fi eld goals (40 percent), 
two of seven free throws (29 percent), 
24 rebounds, 13 turnovers.
RRC: 25 of 49 fi eld goals (51 percent), 
four of 10 free throws (40 percent), 32 
rebounds, nine turnovers.

RRC denies Adrian
crown in Wabasso

BOWLING NEWS

Thursday Night Bowling League
Dec. 29

Games won: Billy Goats, 4; Kruser’s 
Bruisers, 3; The Troublemakers, 3; Mark’s 
Electric, 1; PD’s Bar Flies, 0.  

High Scratch Game: Zach Runia, 
235; Jeff Runia, 211; Dave Nelson, 204.

High Scratch Series: Zach Runia, 
599; Billy Debates, 565; Jeff Runia, 540.

Team High Scratch Game: Kruser’s 
Bruisers, 676; Billy Goats, 675; The 

Troublemakers, 625.
Team High Scratch Series: Billy 

Goats, 1892; The Troublemakers, 1771; 
Kruser’s Bruisers, 1666.

Team High Handicap Game: 
Kruser’s Bruisers, 909; Billy Goats, 843; 
The Troublemakers, 786.

Team High Handicap Series: Billy 
Goats, 2396; Kruser’s Bruisers, 2365; 
The Troublemakers, 2254.

STANDINGS

BSC girls’ hockey
New Ulm 8-0
Marshall 5-1
Luverne 5-2-1
Fairmont 3-3-1
SP-L-H-TCU 2-4-2
Windom 2-5
Waseca 0-3
Worthington 0-7

BSC boys’ hockey
Luverne 6-1
Waseca 5-1
RWV 5-2
Marshall 4-2
SP-L-H-TCU 3-2
New Ulm 2-2
Windom 2-5
Fairmont 1-6

Worthington 0-7

BSC West boys’ hoops
Marshall 3-0
RWV 3-1
Pipestone 2-1
Worthington 2-2
JCC 1-1
Luverne 0-3
Windom 0-3

BSC West girls’ hoops
Pipestone 4-0
Worthington 3-1
Marshall 2-1
Luverne 2-1
JCC 1-3
Windom 0-2
RWV 0-4

John Rittenhouse photo/0105 lbh 6

Coy Gonnerman advances the puck into the offensive zone 
during Saturday’s home game against Totino-Grace. 
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808 South Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-283-2381  www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail: buffalo@iw.net

McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring

Luverne, MN    Phone 507-283-4716

303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN

Phone 507-283-2379

SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
Magnolia

Kenneth
Kanaranzi

              204 E. Main • Luverne, MN
            507-283-9769

Viking & White Sewing Machines & Sergers - Sales & Service

Bruce’s Electric
residential, commercial and farm wiring

Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor

1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
506 W. Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN

PHONE 507-283-4405
Church is Important - Please Attend!

Tuff Memorial Home,
Retirement Apartments

& Tuff Village
“A Home Where Residents SMILE”

Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3275

117 S. Spring, Luverne, MN

507-283-9549

Tollefson Publishing
117 W. Main

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2333

These Weekly Church
Page Messages are
contributed to God's

Work through the
Church and by these

concerned and
responsible citizens

& businesses:

“Let our family help your family”
Serving the Luverne and Surrounding Communities

• 116 E. Main St., Luverne 507-283-2366
• S. Hwy. 75, Luverne 507-283-9131

• Main St., Beaver Creek 507-673-2333
Member FDIC   www.minnwestbank.com

Tri-State Region

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

To Advertise 
Call 

283-2333

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Read us online!

www.Star-Herald.com

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.

M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

LuverneANNOUNCER

BUILT ON
A ROCK

By Pastor Walt Moser,
First Baptist Church

Trust In Him

Call Rick or Chantel to 
place your ad!

283-2333

‘Consider your ways’
in the new year
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As each year begins, 
we often make some type 
of resolution for the next 
year. We start the resolu-
tion with gusto, but soon 
lose excitement. Some 
make it a month, some 
only two or three weeks 
and some may never get 
started. After attempting 
and failing to complete 
a New Year’s resolution, 
we often completely stop 
making New Year’s resolu-
tions.

I don’t want you to 
make a New Year’s resolu-
tion, but I do want you 
to take a few minutes to 

“consider your ways,” as 
the prophet Haggai said. 
(Haggai 1:5) Th e Apostle 
Paul echoed Haggai’s 
words when he said, “Be 
very careful, then, how 
you live — not as unwise 
but as wise, making the 
most of every opportunity.” 
(Eph. 5:15-16)

Don Whitney recently 
suggested 31 questions 
to help us consider our 
ways or make the most 
of every opportunity that 
God gives us.  I have listed 
just a few of them. Take a 
few minutes to ponder the 
questions. Some may not 
resonate in your life, but 
others will. As you read 
them, think through what 
changes need to be made 
in your life to accomplish 
what God has for you.

1. What’s one thing 
you could do this year to 
increase your enjoyment 
of God?

2. What’s the single 
most important thing you 

could do to improve the 
quality of your family life 
this year?

3. In which spiritual 
discipline do you most 
want to make progress this 
year, and what will you do 
about it? Spiritual disci-
plines include but are not 
limited to Bible reading, 
Bible memory, prayer, fast-
ing, stewardship, serving 
and meditating.

4. What is the most 
helpful new way you could 
strengthen your church?

5. What single thing 
that you plan to do this 
year will matter most in 
ten years? In eternity?

6. Who is the person 
you most want to encour-
age this year?

7. What one thing 
could you do to improve 
your prayer life this year?

8. What is the single 
biggest time-waster in 
your life, and what will you 
do about it this year?

We can do all things 
through Christ who 
strengthens us. Th is year, 
and each year, let God 
strengthen you to accom-
plish what he wants in 
your life. Make the most of 
every opportunity for the 
Lord.

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph.: 283-8502
St. Mary Catholic Church, Ellsworth

Father Tom Jennings
Thursday, Jan. 5: 4 p.m. Mass at Veterans Home. Saturday, Jan. 7: 5:30 
p.m. Mass at St. Catherine. Sunday, Jan. 8: 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Mary. 
10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Catherine; Knights of Columbus breakfast at St. 
Catherine. 6 p.m. LCF. 7:30 p.m. Bible Study. Tuesday, Jan. 10: 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study. 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine Fellowship Circle. 7 p.m. Cub Scouts. 
Wednesday, Jan. 11: 10 a.m. Mass at Mary Jan Brown Home. 3:30 and 
7 p.m. Faith Formation. 6:30 p.m. RCIA. Thursday, Jan. 12: 1-4 p.m. Fun 
Day. 2:30 p.m. Tuff Mass. 4 p.m. Vets Mass.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Offi ce Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — luvernecrc@ymail.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
Sunday, Jan. 8: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. 6:30 p.m. Worship Service. 
Monday, Jan. 9: 9 a.m. PERK UP. Tuesday, Jan. 10: 9:30 a.m. Coffee 
Break/Story Hour. 

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Thursday, Jan. 5: 6 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at First Baptist. Noon Senior 
Focus potluck. 7 p.m. Worship on Channel 3. Sunday, Jan. 8: 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Morning Service. 7 p.m. Sunday School 
Christmas Program. Tuesday, Jan. 10: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at First 
Baptist. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 6:55 p.m. Awana/Double Share Friend 
Night. Thursday, Jan. 12: 6 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at First Baptist. 7 p.m. 
Worship on Channel 3. 

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — Nichols-glc@live.com
Ron Nichols, Pastor; Cole McCormick, Interim Pastor

Thursday, Jan. 5: 8:30 a.m.–noon MIA. 9:30 a.m. Coffee. 4:30 p.m. Book 
Study. Friday, Jan. 6: 6:30 p.m. Worship on Channel 3. Saturday, Jan. 7: 
5:30 p.m. Worship. Sunday, Jan. 8: 8:15 a.m. Radio Broadcast; Worship. 
9:15 a.m. Coffee. 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Study. 10:45 a.m. 
Worship. Monday, Jan. 9: 4:30 p.m. Worship on Channel 3. Tuesday, Jan. 
10: 9 a.m. Staff meeting; GLCW Executive Board. 6:45 p.m. Ministry 
meeting. 8 p.m. PPC. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 7 a.m. Men’s Study. 3:15 
p.m. Faith Weavers. 5:30 p.m. Conference Supper. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 6th-8th 
Confi rmation. 7-8 p.m. 9th grade. 7 p.m. Exaltation practice. Thursday, 
Jan. 12: 2 p.m. GLCW. 4:30 p.m. Book Study. 5:30 p.m. Past Presidents.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 9:15 a.m. Bible Class. 10:15 
a.m. Worship with Communion. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 3:45 and 6:30 p.m. 
Catechism Classes. Thursday, Jan. 12: 2 p.m. Ladies Aid.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: offi ce@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Friday, Jan. 6: 6:30 a.m. Community Men’s Bible Study. 5:45 p.m. Cor-
nerstone Prison Worship Service. Sunday, Jan. 8: 9:30 a.m. Worship. 
10:50 a.m. Family Education. Noon Care Shepard Dinner. 7 p.m. Junior 
and Senior RCYF. Tuesday, Jan. 10: 8 a.m. Fellowship Hall reserved. 10 
a.m. Staff meeting. 6:45 p.m. Bible Study Fellowship. 7 p.m. Consistory 
meeting. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 8 a.m. Fellowship Hall reserved. 5:30 p.m. 
Midweek meal. 6:30 p.m. Pioneer Clubs/YEL. 6:45 p.m. Rachel Circle. 7 
p.m. Magnify Praise Team. 8 p.m. Choir.

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

Kenneth and Gloria Kashner, Pastors 
Sundays: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 10 a.m. Morning Worship. 6:30 p.m. 
School of the Holy Spirit. Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Kids Connection; Men’s 
Bible Study with Pastor Ken; Women’s Bible Study with Pastor Gloria. 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Dorie Hall, Pastor

Thursday, Jan. 5: 1-3 p.m. Rock County Food Shelf. Saturday, Jan. 7: 8 p.m. 
AA meeting. Sunday, Jan. 8: 9:30 a.m. Coffee Hour. 10:30 a.m. Celebration 
Service with Communion – Recognition of Leaders. Mission Trip meeting 
follows service. 6 p.m. A.L.I.V.E. Youth Group. Monday, Jan. 9: 6:30 p.m. 
Come as You Are meeting. 8 p.m. AA meeting. Tuesday, Jan. 10: PPR 
meeting. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 6 p.m. Meal for F.U.E.L. and Confi rmation 
families. 6:30 p.m. F.U.E.L. Children’s Ministry and Confi rmation. M&M 
Committee. 8 p.m. AA meeting. Thursday, Jan. 12: 1-3 p.m. Rock County 
Food Shelf. 7-9 p.m. Coloring Ministry.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net — www.fpcluverne.com50
Jason Cunningham, Pastor

Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 10:15 a.m. Worship. Monday, Jan. 
9: 5-6 p.m. Weight Watchers. Tuesday, Jan. 10: 5:30 p.m. Worship on 
Channel 3. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 6 p.m. Confi rmation; bells. 7 p.m. Choir.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316, Dial-A-Devotion Ph. 283-4005
email: stjohn@iw.net — www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Gary Klatt, Pastor
Thursday, Jan. 5: 9 a.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 2 p.m. Women’s Society. 
Saturday, Jan. 7: 2 p.m. Circuit Pastors family gathering. 5:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy Communion. Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. Worship with Holy Com-
munion. 10:15 a.m. Christian Education Hour. 11:15 a.m. Junior Choir 
rehearsal; Take Christmas decorations down. 4 p.m. Junior LYF. Monday, 
Jan. 9: 9 a.m. Circuit Pastors Conference in Jasper. 2 p.m. Communion in 
Brandon. 3 p.m. Communion in Sioux Falls. 7:30 p.m. Men’s Club. Tuesday, 
Jan. 10: 11:15 a.m. Staff meeting. 2:15 p.m. Communion in Hills. 6:30 
p.m. Mom’s Night Out. 7 p.m. Guild. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 9 a.m. and 1 
p.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 9:30 a.m. Bible Study. 6:15 p.m. Youth dinner. 
6:30 p.m. Catechism. 7 p.m. High School Bible Study; KFC; Senior Choir. 
Thursday, Jan. 12: 9 a.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 9:30 a.m. Anniversary 
History Committee. 1:30 p.m. Communion at Mary Jane Brown Home. 
2:15 p.m. Communion at Poplar Creek. 3:30 p.m. Communion at Veterans 
Home. 6:30 p.m. Chancel Guild annual meeting.

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Worship; Kids Rock Children’s Ministry. 6 p.m. Youth 
Ministry. Life groups meet throughout the week. 

New Life Celebration Church
211 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship in the lower level meeting room of the Creeger 
building. Every third Thursday: 5 p.m. Food give-away. Bible Study groups 
meet at various times and days.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick 

Ph. 669-2855; email: revmumme@gmail.com — www.zionluthera-
nhardwick.com

Mark W. Mumme, Pastor
Thursday, Jan. 5: 3:30 p.m. Zion Worship on Channel 3. Friday, Jan. 6: 3:30 
p.m. Zion Worship on Channel 3. Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. Sunday School 
and Adult Bible Study. 10 a.m. Mentor Program. 10:30 a.m. Worship with 
Communion. 11:30 a.m. Potluck dinner. Monday, Jan. 9: 1 p.m. Quilting. 
Tuesday, Jan. 10: 6:30 p.m. Elders meeting. 7:45 p.m. Church Council 
meeting. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 6 p.m. Confi rmation. Thursday, Jan. 12: 
3:30 p.m. Zion Worship on Channel 3.

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship; 10 a.m. Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
for all ages. 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. Worship Service. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 7 p.m. Con-
fi rmation; choir practice. Sunday, Jan. 15: 9 a.m. Sunday School program 
rescheduled during Worship Service.

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — fi rstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Thursday, Jan. 5: 7:30 p.m. Church Council meeting. Sunday, Jan. 8: 9:15 
a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Sunday School Program. 11:30 a.m. 
Luncheon. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 7 p.m. Confi rmatio n at First Lutheran. 
Sunday, Jan. 15: 9:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship Service.

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St. P.O. Box 73, Beaver Creek

Ph. (507) 673-2428 – lori.1stpc@centurylink.net
Worship Leaders Michael Blank and Andy Anderson

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:45 a.m. Sunday School. Deborah Circle 
– Third Wednesday of the month.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Church Ph. 283-9698; cell 227-7821
adrmagumc@frontiernet.net — www.adrianmagnoliaumc.com

Kristi Franken, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship. Sunday School follows Worship. 6:30 p.m. 
RCYF. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Maggie Berndt-Dreyer

112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270

e-mail: bethlehemluth@alliancecom.net
Maggie Berndt-Dreyer, Pastor

Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Chapel. 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 
10:30 a.m. Communion at Bethlehem Lutheran. 7-8:30 p.m. Grades 6-8 
Youth Night. Tuesday, Jan. 10: 2:30 p.m. Bible Study at Tuff Home. 3:15 
p.m. Bible Study at the Village. Wednesday, Jan. 11: 9 a.m. Quilting. 7-8 
p.m. Confi rmation (students and mentors). 7:30 p.m. Grades 9-12 Youth 
Night. 8 p.m. Council meeting.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Offi ce Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship Services.
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CLASSIFIEDSPUBLIC NOTICES
Penning Hauling 

assumes name
MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
 ASSUMED NAME: Penning Hauling
 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
 594 80th Avenue, Beaver Creek, MN 56116
 NAMEHOLDER(S):
 Name: Cody Penning
 Address: 594 80th Avenue, Beaver Creek, MN 56116
 Name: Douglas Penning
 Address: 594 80th Avenue, Beaver Creek, MN 56116 
 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the persons of the persons(s) 
whose signature would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this certificate under oath. 
 Signature : /s/ Cody Penning             DATE: 11-27-2016
 Name and title: Cody Penning/Owner
 EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: jo.doug@hotmail.com
 List a name and daytime phone number of a person who can be contacted about 
this form:
 Cody Penning                  605-254-3282

(01-05, 01-12)

S O N - D - F A R M S 
A D R I A N

is hiring General Farm, Hog, 
Field Work, Truck Driver, 
Maintenance person, Farm 

Shop Mechanic & Farm 
Delivery Person. Experience 
wanted but willing to train. 

PTO benefi ts. Call 
(507) 483-2245, 370-1590 

or e-mail 
offi ce@sondfarms.com

CHS Eastern 
Farmers Luverne, MN 

is looking for a full-time 
semi-feed truck driver 

(JOB #8112BR).
Must have a CDL and 
clean driving record. 
CHS Eastern Farmers 

offers a competitive pay 
and benefi ts package.

Apply online at
 www.chsinc.com

click on careers.

HELP WANTED

Help Wanted

The Bluestem offers a fast paced work environment in a 
family style atmosphere and we are looking to add a few more 

members to our team! Full and part time hours available for the 
following positions: Cooks and back of the house staff. 

If you are looking for a great work environment, we would like 
to talk with you! 

Call us at 507-449-2583 and leave a message for Skyler, 
or stop in and pick up an application after 4 PM.

Registered Nurse
The MN Veterans Home - Luverne is accepting applications 
for a Registered NurseRegistered Nurse positions: Applicants must possess 
or be able to obtain MN license. Salary range: $27.58 - 
$40.83/hour + $0.70/hour shift differential. Excellent 
benefits including health, dental and life insurance; 
pension plan; paid vacation, sick 
leave and holiday pay.  View job 
announcements and apply online at 
https://mn.gov/mmb/careers.  For 
further information contact Sandra 
Kelm, 507-283-6211; sandra.
kelm@state.mn.us.  

MN VETERANS HOME

AA/EEO

PIFER’S AUCTION & REALTY 
is seeking enthusiastic profession-
als to join their growing sales team! 
Real estate license a plus but not 
required. Please send resume/qualifi ca-
tions to Steve Link at stlink@pifers.com

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical ben-
efi ts on day 1 & earn $65k+ in your 
fi rst year!!! Guaranteed pay. Profi t 
sharing, 401k with company match & 
more! Email mnhr@mclaneco.com
or call Kalen now! 262/504-1617

GUN SHOW JANUARY 6-8 
La Crosse Center, South Hall, 300 Har-
borview Plaza. Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9am-
5pm, Sun 9am-3pm. Admission: $6 
(14 & Under FREE) Buy/Sell/Trade 
608/752-6677 www.bobandrocco.com

DRIVE WITH UBER 
No experience is required, but 
you’ll need a Smartphone. It’s 
fun and easy. For more infor-
mation, call: 800/912-3649

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo In-
ternet (where avail). Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms). 
Free HD-DVR. Call 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

SPORTING GOODSHELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

3 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

Oakwood 
Apartments
401 Oak St., Ellsworth

• 1 Bedroom Unit Available

Unit Available
Water, Sewer & 

Garbage Included. 
Rent Based on Income

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
Van Binsbergen 

& Associates, Inc.
320-269-6640 ext. 22

Equal Housing Opportunity

www.vanbllc.com

Apartments available!

EHO

507-283-4922

•All Ages Welcome
•Close to Senior Dining

•Close to Minnesota West 
College 

•Income Based

Luverne HRA • Blue Mound Tower
216 McKenzie Street
Luverne, MN 56156

•Handicap Accessible
•Pet Friendly
•Smoke Free

•Secure Entry System
•On Site Laundry
•Utilities included

BLUE MOUND TOWER
M nd Tow

The purpose of this Report is to provide summary 2017 budget information concerning the City 
of Luverne to interested citizens.  The budget is published in accordance with Minn. Stat. 

471.6965.  This budget is a summary document only; the complete budget may be examined at 
the Luverne City Office, 305 E. Luverne.  The council approved this budget on December 13, 

2016

ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

2016  Budget 2017 Budget

Revenues
Property Taxes 1,598,623           1,728,393           
Tax Increments 33,000                56,500                
All Other Taxes (franchise, hotel/motel taxes, etc.) 440,000              450,000              
Special Assessments -                          -                         
Licenses And Permits 85,600                85,600                
Federal Grants -                          65,000                
State General Purpose Aid (LGA, Market Value credits) 1,379,639           1,382,576           
State Categorical Aid (State Fire Aid) 56,163                528,214              
Grants from County and Other Local Governments -                          -                         
Charges For Services 656,993              682,193              
Fines and Forfeits -                          -                         
Interest On Investments 61,801                64,364                
Miscellaneous Revenues 84,080                102,980              
TOTAL REVENUES 4,395,899           5,145,820           
Proceeds From bond Sales -                          -                         
Transfers From Other Funds (incl. Enterprise Funds) 1,088,350           1,547,550           
Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources 5,484,249           6,693,370           

Current Expenditures (Exclude Capital Outlay)
General Government (board, administration, etc.) 595,855              626,255              
Public Safety 1,248,815           1,200,665           
Public Works (Streets and Airport) 992,850              1,137,250           
Sanitation -                          -                         
Health -                          -                         
Culture and Recreation 938,050              1,053,950           
Conservation of Natural Resources 69,200                68,200                
Economic Development -                          23,500                
Miscellaneous Current Expenditures 89,650                100,200              
Total Current Expenditures 3,934,420           4,210,020           
Debt Service - Principal 402,556              409,556              
Interest and Fiscal Charges 41,936                37,825                
Streets & Highways Construction -                          -                         
Capital Outlay 454,750              1,397,500           
Transfers To Other Funds (incl. Enterprise Funds) 653,350              727,550              
Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 5,487,012           6,782,451           
Fund Balance
General Fund - Beginning Balance (January 1) 2,590,563           2,587,800           
General Fund - Ending Balance - (December 31) 2,587,800           2,498,719           
Increase (Decrease) in Fund Balance (2,763)                 (89,081)               
Other Items
Total property Tax Levy - All Funds 1,633,623           1,717,393           
Net Unrealized Gain or (Loss) from Investments for 2015 58,859                

(01-05)

2017 Minnesota City Summary 
Budget Statement

HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE 
OR BUSINESS? Get the 
word out to over 1.4 million 
households. Call WIDE AREA 
CLASSIFIEDS today, 507-
359-7326.                           (tc)

For Rent: shared offi ce space 
available in Edgerton. Call for 
details at 507-631-1028. Ask 
for Jan.  (12.29-1.12)

We have several crews of rock 
pickers and we also do any 
type of farm work. Call 712-
943-2084.  (tc)

We custom build and install 
Energy Star Therm-O-Loc 
Windows. Call Mike at Adrian 
Glass for a free in-home dem-
onstration and estimate. 101 E. 
Pearl, Adrian, MN 56110. 507-
483-2228 or 605-770-7677 or 
email mbyler@santel.net. (tc)

Love Seat Glider,  fl oral pat-
tern on beige background, 
excellent shape $125. Blue 
swivel rocker recliner  excel-
lent  shape $50   Call 449-8136 
or see at 504 W Luverne.  
 (1.1-1.19)

Looking for gourds to make 
bird houses. You furnish the 
gourds,I’ll make the bird hous-
es, no charge. Call 507-483-
2372.  (1.5-1.8)

SUMMER JOBS
Fun and rewarding summer 
jobs that looks great on your 
resume and jobs after retire-
ment! Applications are being 
accepted for seasonal sum-
mer employment at: Palisades 
State Park (Garretson) and 
Big Sioux Rec. Area (Bran-
don).  Campground attendant, 
security, supervisor, education, 
maintenance, crew leader, and 
law enforcement. Crew Leader 
position will work from April 
1 through October 31. Educa-
tion coordinator to implement 
and lead our summer park pro-
grams. Application deadline 
2/28/2017.  Must be at least 17 
years old by date of hire.  Sala-
ries from $9.60-17.00/hour.  
Information and applications 
can be found online at: https://
bhr.sd.gov/workforus/gfp.aspx.  
Questions can be answered at: 
Palisades and Big Sioux - 605-
594-3824 EOE  (12.22-2.16)

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

CONSTRUCTION CAREERS 
INSTRUCTOR – SWWC is ac-
cepting applications for a part-
time Construction Careers In-
structor for second semester of 
the 2016-17 school year, start-
ing January 23, 2017.  This posi-
tion is for placement at Luverne 
Public Schools. MN teaching 
license in Construction Careers 
from MDE is preferred or con-
siderable experience in a simi-
lar fi eld.  Online application 
can be fi lled out at www.swsc.
org/application.   Application 
deadline is December 29, 2016.  
Contact Tom Hoff at 507-537-
2271 or tom.hoff@swsc.org or 
Lisa Gregoire at 507-537-2294 
or lisa.gregoire@swsc.org for 
more information. EOE
 (12.22-1.8)

Nursing Assistant: Parkview 
Manor has openings for part-
time nursing aides with benefi ts 
to include: health insurance, 
public retirement plan, and hol-
iday pay. New wages $11.90/ hr. 
or more with experience. $2000 
scholarships available for stu-
dents. Will provide training or 
pay for experience. Contact 
Darnell Krull, 308 Sherman 
Ave. Ellsworth, MN 56129 or 
call 507-967-2388.  (tc)

Drivers CDL-A: Flexible Driv-
ing Oppty’s! Midwest Routes 
thru SW MN & NW IA. FT/PT 
Available. Excellent FT Ben-
efi ts!! FortuneTransportation.
com 855-582-4456
 (12.22-1.15)

Habilitative Services, Inc. in 
Luverne, MN is seeking to hire 
a full-time Team Lead Assist 
(TLA). This position supports 
the individuals with disabili-
ties we serve in the commu-
nity. This position will support 
the individuals on day/evening 
hours, every other weekend, 
rotating holidays, and provide 
administrative support to the 
Team Lead. If you are someone 
that has a passion for persis-
tence, positive interactions, and 
believing in others, the Team 
Lead Assist position will allow 
you the opportunity to put your 
skills to work while supporting 
the individuals, the team, and 
the Team Lead at this site. We 
are looking for the person that 
wants to build their leadership 
skills, and support the team 
in all aspects of the services. 
This position will give you the 
amazing opportunity to support 
people in the community to ex-
perience things they enjoy, all 
while making a difference. If 
you want meaningful work, this 
is the career for you. If your 
passion is to help others in life, 
we assure you that you will get 
more from this career opportu-
nity than you can imagine, and 
you are the person we are look-
ing for to join our teams.
Habilitative Services, Inc. of-
fers a competitive benefi t pack-
age, a great place to learn and 
grow, and career opportunities. 
For more information or to ap-
ply, go to www.habsvinc.com.  
EOE/AA  (12.18-1.4)

Registered Nurse/LPN- 
Parkview Manor, a municipal 
skilled nursing facility is ac-
cepting applications for a part-
time charge nurse position. 
Wages commensurate with 
experience. $2000 scholarship 
available for students. Benefi ts 
include vacation, holiday, and 
PERA retirement plan. Con-
tact Darnell Krull 308 Sherman 
Ave., Ellsworth, Mn 56129 or 
call 507-967-2482.  (tc)

RENTALS RENTALS AGRICULTURAL

WINDOWS WANTED

FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

RECYCLE!
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Hills-Beaver Creek Public Schools 
I.S.D. #671

Open Enrollment Deadline: January 15th
January 15th is the deadline for nonresident 
students to apply for open enrollment to the 
Elementary School in Beaver Creek, District 
Offi ce or online at www.hbcpatriots.com. 
Open enrollment forms may be picked up in 
the district offi ce of the Hills-Beaver Creek 
Public Schools from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

WHAT WE’RE ABOUT....
• A strong tradition and commitment to academic excellence
• Educational programs for all ages
• Clear rules and a positive climate for learning
• Strong parent and community commitment to school
• Nonviolent environment with safe, caring atmosphere
• Learning enhanced by a low ratio of student to teachers
• Staff maintain an inclusive environment to meet needs of 

individual students
• Staff know students as individuals and are determined to  

help students succeed.

Hills-Beaver Creek School provides a
student-centered environment that encourages 

individual talents and differences.

Fairmont
Cardinals

Hills/Beaver 
Creek

Patriots

Red Rock 
Central
Falcons

Luverne
Cardinals

Blue Mound Ice Arena
January 10

Serving at 5:30 p.m. until gone

Hills/Beaver Creek Gym
January 13

Serving at 5:30 p.m. until gone

FRE
E

Red RockRed Rock

Mavis Fodness Photo/Alliance Commissioners Update

Andy Hulcher, Alliance Communication’s technical su-
pervisor, explains to County Board members the options 
available to customers who signed up for the broadband 
Internet service in Rock County. It’s expected that all Alli-
ance customers will be connected to service by this summer.

you go online,” Petrick said.
Current Rock County 

customers reached a peak 
bandwidth usage of 155 
megabytes per second dur-
ing the Dec. 16-18 winter 
storm.

“That’s equivalent of 
downloading 31 HD movies 
at one time,” Petrick said. 

Th e system is capable 
of handling usage at even 
higher levels as more ser-
vice connections are added, 
Hulcher said.

As Alliance continues to 
make progress on the broad-
band project, Petrick said 
he is working at changing 
the cable off erings available 
to S outhwest Minnesota 
customers.

Currently, Alliance is 
not able to off er a Minne-
sota news station in its cable 
packages due to a Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion’s rule that only allows 
the most commonly off ered 
news channel in the area. 

For Rock County, those 
channels are out of South 
Dakota.

“I am actively gathering 
some data and going out to 
(Washington) D.C. about ev-
ery other month … to make 
this change,” Petrick said. 

“One thing I am advocat-
ing for … is local choice. You 
should be able to choose 
whatever channels you want 
to see … right now it’s all or 
nothing.” 

Commissioners sup-
ported Alliance’s eff orts to 
obtain the local choice op-
tion for its cable television 
service.

“Th e No. 1 question in 
the county is ‘Why can’t we 
get a Minnesota channel?’” 
said Commissioner Ken 
Hoime.

oner charge in the Nobles 
County Jail plus any medical 
expenses while in custody.

On average in 2016 Rock 
County housed six prisoners a 
day, almost double the previ-
ous year’s average.

“Th e only way we can lower 
those costs is to start ignor-
ing crime, and I don’t think 
that’s something we want to 
do,” said county attorney Don 
Klosterbuer, who attended the 
Dec. 27 meeting.

Klosterbuer and Sheriff  

Evan Verbrugge said arrests 
in 2017 have involved more 
people living out of the area 
and for more serious off enses, 
all resulting in longer jail stays. 

Also, once convicted, vio-
lators have chosen to serve 
the time in jail rather than pay 
the fi ne.

Th e 6.13- percent increase 
brings the county’s levy total 
to $5.5 million.

Commissioner Ron Boy-
enga cast the lone vote against 
the levy increase.

the Buff alo Ridge Railroad 
Authority, merger of the au-
ditor and treasurer together 
into an appointed position 
and recovery efforts from 
weather events.

County Administrator 
Kyle Oldre guided the board 
with his research on many of 
these issues.

“I’ve seen him stand up for 
what is right for Rock County,” 

In his 32 years on the 
board, Boyenga said he has 
never supported increasing 
property taxes, preferring that 
departments either reduce 
spending or fi nd additional 
revenue elsewhere.

In other business, 
the commissioners:

•Agreed to a three-year 
union contract with percent-
age increases of 2, 2.5 and 3 for 
2017-19 respectively. As part of 
the agreement, the county will 

complete a comparable worth 
study in 2017 with implemen-
tation in 2018.

•Approved a 2-percent 
cost of living increase for 
non-union employees. Th is 
includes courthouse employ-
ees, land management staff , 
Rural Water employees and 
library workers. 

 •Approved the transit 
agreement for Heartland Ex-
press service through United 
Community Action Partner-
ship.

Hoime said. “He studies it (the 
issues) out and gets all the facts 
and fi gures.”

Ron Boyenga of rural 
Ellsworth served the county’s 
District 3, which includes 
southern and eastern Rock 
County, plus a small area of 
Luverne.

He supported hiring 
Oldre 23 years ago. “He’s fun 
to work with and very knowl-

edgeable of county govern-
ment,” Boyenga said.

At 32 years, Boyenga is 
among Rock County’s longest-
serving board members. “It 
was quite a run,” he said. 

His decisions as commis-
sioner included remodeling 
the courthouse instead of 
building a new facility and 
merging mental health ser-
vices with fi ve other counties.

He also credits the work 
done by local directors and 
staff  in researching and ad-
vocating for the appropriate 
change in making his deci-
sions easier.

Refl ecting on the 50 com-
mittees and subcommittees 
of the board, Boyenga said, 

“Everyone should serve a year 
on some of these boards; they 
will look at issues diff erently.”

Boyenga, Hoime serve 56 years on County Board/from page 1A

County levy to increase 6.13 percent/continued from page 1A

your community. your newspaper.

Your property taxes.

The roads you travel.

Our local water supply.

School finance.

No one covers the news
that affects your life like

your community newspaper.

We’re your newspaper.

[INSERT YOUR
NEWSPAPER

NAME OR LOGO]

Rock County

 Completion of the Rock County Broadband Project has been following the installation timeline since beginning in April. The above 
map shows an estimated timeline of when areas will be completed and able to use the high-speed Internet service.

Broadband installation/
continued from page 1A

“You should be able 
to choose whatever 
channels you want 
to see … right now 
it’s all or nothing.”

— Ross Petrick,
Alliance
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