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By Mavis Fodness
Rock County Commissioners are 

encouraging state lawmakers to give 
local governments control over how 
additional coronavirus relief money 
should be distributed locally.

Among the decisions Monday 
night during this week’s special 
session was where additional relief 
money, estimated at about $218 mil-
lion, would be spent. 

Rock County could potentially 
receive $150,000 to $300,000 in ad-
ditional funds to be spent within a 
90-day window.

Commissioners meet Dec. 22 
and will decide how the additional 
funds will be distributed.

Earlier this year commissioners 
infused $832,350 in CARES relief into 

the county, or about 70 percent of 
the initial relief amount received in 
July. Another $358,120 was spent in 
October and November.

A total of $1.188 million in CARES 
money was distributed in Rock 
County, according to written reports 
submitted to state officials.

At their Dec. 8 meeting, com-
missioners agreed a second round 
of CARES money will be distributed 
as effectively and as quickly as the 
first round.

The aid will target businesses 
affected by the recent monthlong 
in-person closure mandate set to 
end Saturday.

“Somehow we need to determine 

By Lori Sorenson
On Wednesday, Gov. Tim Walz 

was expected to announce whether 
he will continue his four-week “pause” 
on bars, restaurants, fitness centers 
and other venues to slow COVID-19 
cases.

The pause was due to end Friday, 
but this week nearly 200 bars and 
restaurants statewide were threaten-
ing to open their doors for business 
regardless of orders.

“When do we decide enough is 
enough and how much is this worth 
fighting for?” said Brian Sterling of 
Sterling’s Restaurant and Grille in 
Luverne.

“We’re thinking about opening 
and defying government orders.”

He and Howling Dog Saloon 
owner Jodi Reverts took to Facebook 
Live Sunday night to explain their 
rationale and seek support. They were 
joined by Codie Deutsch of 75 Diner.

“It’s not that we don’t take COVID 
seriously; we don’t want anyone get-
ting sick,” Reverts said. “But while 
we’re closed, our customers are going 
across the border to shop and dine.”

They spoke about their employ-
ees being out of jobs and livelihoods 
and about their patrons not having 
local places to socialize.

“It’s been nine months,” Sterling 
said. “Some businesses didn’t survive 
the first round of closures.”

They thanked the community for 
local support and said the Facebook 
event was intended to seek com-
munity input about possibly defying 
orders.

More relief on the way — 
for those who abide by orders

On Monday, Gov. Tim Walz 
extended the Covid-19 peacetime 
emergency that gives the state flex-
ibility in responding to the pandemic. 

This includes safely and effec-
tively distributing the vaccine. (See 
the related story.)

Legislators were also working on 
a $216.5 million aid package for state 
businesses hit hardest by pandemic 
closures.

The deal would include $100 
million headed to restaurants, bars, 
breweries, bowling alleys, fitness 
centers and others that suffered a 
30-percent loss since last year.

The Minnesota Department of 

By Mavis Fodness
Nic Johnson first met Santa at 

age 1. Saturday, at age 26, Johnson 
didn’t feel too old to greet and have 
his picture taken with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus at the annual Hardwick Santa 
Day.

Except now he knows the 
Christmas couple by their real names, 
Rodger and Dianne Ossenfort.

Despite knowing the Ossenforts 
are not the real Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
he wasn’t shy about making a Christ-
mas present request.

With a wide grin Johnson told the 
Clauses, “I want two tractors.”

The same holiday delight was 
passed on by mom Amber Hooges-
traat to her own children, Elliot (9), 
Hudson (6) and Cooper (4).

As a child, Hoogestraat (nee 
Weinkauf) recalls the many Decem-
bers going with her two sisters for a 
magical meeting with Santa on Main 
Street Hardwick.

“We attended many, many years,” 
she said. “Such great memories that I love to pass on to my children.” 

This year everyone received socially distanced greetings from Santa 
and Mrs. Claus due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Hardwick Community Club, the organizer of the annual event, 

Rodger and Dianne Ossenfort mark 30 years as community jolly couple
moved all activities outside the com-
munity center to meet the state’s 
health guidelines.

Instead of up-close greetings from 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, the 80 children 
who participated in the hourlong 
event looked up to the Ossenforts, 
who stood on the deck of the com-
munity center while greeting visitors 
below.

Instead of having children sit on 
their laps for holiday pictures, chil-
dren stood on the sidewalk with the 
Christmas couple above them on the 
deck.

The Ossenforts are now enter-
ing their third decade portraying the 
yuletide couple. 

“Some things were definitely differ-
ent this year,” Dianne said. “We just do 
what we have to do.”

The couple didn’t make personal 
stops to area nursing homes, hospitals 
or make personal visits to individual 
homes.

Last week in Luverne the couple 
talked with 18 children via Zoom.

Hardwick Santa Day was the couple’s last public appearance of the 

Mavis Fodness photo/1210 Hardwick Santa 2020
Heath Petersen holds 16-month-old Hatcher as children (from left) Hank, Huck and Kenzi tell 
Santa and Mrs. Claus (Rodger and Dianne Ossenfort) what they want for Christmas. Pictured at 
left, Hadley Meyer, 2, catches a glimpse of Santa and Mrs. Claus from her car window.

Hardwick passes Santa magic to next generation

“I want two tractors for Christmas,” Nic Johnson told Santa and 
Mrs. Claus Saturday as his mom, Tammy Johnson, snaps a 
picture. At age 26, Nic said he isn’t too old to greet the Christmas 
couple whom he first met when he was 1

By Lori Sorenson
Rock County’s first doses of the Covid-19 vaccine 

are expected next week, and local health officials are 
preparing for its administration and prioritizing who 
will get it.

“While this process is just starting, a 
safe and effective vaccine will have a 
game-changing impact on the course 
of the pandemic,” said Sanford 
Luverne director Tammy 
Loosbrock.

She said vaccines 
are prioritized for 
frontline health care 
and long-term care 
residents until sufficient 
doses are available for the general population. 

“Initial supplies are limited so front-line health 
care workers have been prioritized by groups. With 
shipments expected weekly, we expect to get to all 
priority populations within the first several weeks.”

She said the Luverne hospital has a list of direct 
caregivers that will be offered the vaccine first.

According to Jason Kloss of Southwest Health and 
Human Services, approved providers are being trained 
this week ahead of next week’s vaccine distribution.

Among his key talking points is the message that 
the vaccine is safe.

“We want Minne-
sotans in every corner 
and every community 
to know they can trust 

the process, the safety 
and the effectiveness of 

the vaccine,” Kloss said Monday.
He said the vaccine will be dis-

tributed to 25 regional “hub” sites, including 
Marshall and Worthington, that are set up to receive 
vaccine deliveries through the national vaccine dis-
tribution chain. 

“Those hubs have been tested and they are ready 
to receive the vaccine and distribute initial doses,” 
Kloss said.

“Initial vaccines will be given in closed settings – 

Covid-19 vaccine coming next week/see page 3A

Restaurants, 
bars may 
defy order to
stay closed
New round of state 
Covid-19 relief 
funds would be for 
those in compliance

Bars, restaurants/see page 3A

First round of Covid vaccine arrives next week County urges lawmakers to 
allow local control of CARES

County CARES funds/see page 3A

Hardwick Santa couple sees generations of ‘kids’/continued on 2A
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Community calendar

Due to how the different calculations are done on different 
types of values of properties, the reduction in the city’s portion 
of the city’s net tax levy doesn’t equal the same reductions in 
the overall property taxes. 

“We can say we are trying to attain a zero percent overall tax 
increase,” said Luverne Mayor Pat Baustian, but more accu-
rately we can say the total tax rate should be nearly the same 
for taxes payable in 2021 as it is for taxes payable in 2020.”

By Lori Sorenson
Luverne City Council 

members agreed to scale back 
the city’s levy for taxes payable 
in 2021.

The council approved the 
measure at the Dec. 8 meeting 
after some residents pushed 
back on the city’s proposed 9.67 
percent levy increase.

“Publicly, it’s the right thing 
to do,” said Luverne Mayor Pat 
Baustian. “With Covid and 
people losing jobs and being 
laid off …”

The 2021 tax levy was 
proposed at $2,298,720, which 
is $202,596 more than the cur-
rent levy.

Tuesday’s resolution de-
creased that proposed amount 
by $35,000.

“I think this means more 
than the actual dollar amount; 
this shows we’re listening,” 
Baustian said. “It’s the right 
thing to do.”

The action results in the 
total tax rate for taxes payable 
in 2021 being close to the total 
tax rate for taxes payable 2020.

City Council trims $35,000 from $2.9 million levy as ‘right thing to do’

Considering Luverne’s 
growing tax capacity and 
market value of properties, 
taxes on a $150,000 home 
would likely not increase at all. 
Property taxes on an average 
$250,000 home may increase 
by only $5.

Lessons in tax capacity
The levy and its effect on 

property taxes presents an 
opportunity for lessons in tax 
capacity.

The total  estimated 
market value of property 
in Luverne increased 3.78 

percent this year, from $323 
million to $335.3 million.

Of that increase, $5.47 
million was new construction, 
which didn’t include Premium 
Minnesota Pork’s $30 million 
investment in their facility.

If one-quarter to one-
third of that investment is 
for the structure, that’s a $7.5 
million to $10 million addition 
to market value, according to 
City Finance Director Barb 
Berghorst 

“If part of that is going to be 
included in the market value 
for tax capacity, we know that 
we’re going to have a much 
bigger tax base to spread our 
levy,” Berghorst said at the 
Sept. 22 meeting about the 
pool and fitness center project.

She said she’s projecting 
the 2021 levy for taxes payable 
2022 will increase 11.5 per-
cent; however, she said PMP’s 
building investments would 
impact tax capacity in a way 
that property tax statements 

season. Even though the event was 
outside, Dianne said each child got a 
special greeting and individual time 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

The Ossenforts were comfort-
able in the 20-degree weather as they 
waited for children to exit vehicles and 

come up to the deck.
Many sported smiles and were 

ready to tell Santa what they want for 
Christmas.

“I think it was a great day and I 
loved the heater,” Dianne said.

A portable heater was hidden 

behind the deck railing to ward off the 
day’s wind chill.

Keeping with Hardwick Santa Day 
tradition, each child received a bag 
filled with holiday treats – and  this 
year, a craft item they can assemble at 
home.

Hardwick Santa couple sees generations/continued from page 1A

Numbers behind the numbers

Mavis Fodness photo/1210 Hardwick Santa 2020

At left, a portable heater was the secret to Santa and Mrs. Claus spending an hour outside in 20-degree weather Saturday visiting 
with children about what they want for Christmas. At right, Mallory Nath and her son, Braxley, 3, visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

At left, Amber Hoogestraat (holding Cooper) shares her excitement of seeing Mr. and Mrs. Claus with sons Elliot (left) and Hud-
son. At right, cars line up outside the Hardwick Community Center as Cyndy Baustian (right) encourages her granddaughters 
Paisley (left) and Avery to talk with Santa and Mrs. Claus perched on the porch above them.

H-BC band, choral concert Dec. 18
 The Hills-Beaver Creek Secondary School will 

livestream the ninth- through 12th-grade band and 
choir  concert at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18. It will be on 
H-BC cable channel 242 as well as Facebook Live on 
the school’s social media page.

Food for seniors Dec. 17
Nutrition Assistance Program for Seniors 60 and 

older, sponsored by A.C.E. of SW MN, will be from 2 to 
3 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, with drive-thru distribution 
in parking lot at 319 E. Lincoln, Luverne. Call Linda 
Wenzel at 283-5064 for information. Pre-registration is 
required for those not already enrolled.

Free food Dec. 17
New Life Celebration Church will offer free food at 

4:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, at the Generations Build-
ing on East Lincoln Street in Luverne. 

Vehicles should enter the west parking lot from 
Lincoln Street and drive to the double glass doors on 
the west side of the building where volunteers will 
load groceries into cars. Walkers should receive their 
pre-packaged groceries on the east side of the building. 
Call 507-283-4366 with questions.

Support Angel Trees for SYS students
The annual Southwestern Youth Service Angel 

Tree in Magnolia will not be accessible to the public 
this year, due to pandemic restrictions. 

Instead, Angel Trees are located in Lewis, 
Bomgaars, Sunshine and the Magnolia Cafe. The trees 
are decorated with cards with requests from SYS stu-
dents, and churches, families, individuals, organiza-
tions and businesses collect the cards to fulfill wishes.

Follow the SYS Facebook page and people can call 
SYS at 507-283-4425 for gift ideas.Gifts can be dropped 
off at the west door of the facility by pressing the door-
bell for staff to accept the items.

Help local families 
The Luverne School counseling office encourag-

es community support for helping local families this 
Christmas. Go to the website, www.signupgenius.com/
go/508084EA5A82BA0FE3-christmas to sign up to give 
gifts to students in pre-K through 12th grade. Students 
identified three gifts — a clothing item, a book and a 
toy within a $25 total.

Gifts (unwrapped) can be returned to the elemen-
tary office by Monday, Dec. 14. Questions can be di-
rected to s.schepel@isd2184.net. 

Levy numbers/see page 5A



  Rock County Star Herald  December 17, 2020  Page 3A

The Luverne Area 
Community Foundation 
granted nearly $84,000 to 
dozens of local organiza-
tions in 2020. 

LACF grants are 
typically awarded in the 
categories of health care 
and community. 

This year, however, the 
foundation established a 
Community Crisis Fund to 
award grants for Covid-19 
assistance. Those recipi-
ents are listed here.

Health Care Grants 
$45,600

•Rock Ranch Inc. – 
Rider Lyft for seniors and 
or disabled riders.

•LIFT/Luverne Farm-
ers Market – POP program 
(Power of Produce) child 
healthy eating education.

•Luverne Fire Depart-
ment – New fire safety 
hoods for head protection 
and extraction gloves.

•Sanford Luverne 
Medical Center – Bladder 
scanner.

•Luverne Public 
Schools – Flu Shot Clinic 

for students and teachers.
•Hills-Beaver Creek 

Schools – Flu Shot Clinic for 
students and teachers.

•Hills Fire Department 
– New AED (Automated Exter-
nal Defibrillator).

•Lutheran Social Services 
– Shelf-stable meals for seniors 
through home-delivered 
meals.

•Sanford Luverne – Meta 
Lab/Sleep Apnea machine for 
at home testing.

•Rock County Opportu-
nities – added washer and 
dryer for community laundry 
services.

Community Grants $24,868
•Hardwick American 

Legion Auxiliary - new chairs 
for Hardwick Community 
Center/Legion.

•Luverne Child Guide – at 
risk youth scholarships.

•Rock County Sports-
men’s Club – window im-
provements.

•Blue Mound Ice Arena – 
net equipment updates.

•A.C.E. of Southwest MN – 
adult resource booklet update.

•Luverne Baseball Asso-

ciation – baseball/softball 
field groomer.

•City of Hills – baseball 
field updates.

•Southwest Youth 
Services – online learning 
platform in collaboration 
with Blandin Tech Grant.

•City of Beaver Creek 
– support for community 
splash pad.

•City of Magnolia – 
new signage for city park 
and campground.

•Luverne Public 
School – elementary music 
orchestra event.

•Luverne Hockey Club 
– technology enhancement 
for online event viewing.

•Blue Mound Area 
Theatre/Palace Theatre – 
interior signage. 

Community Crisis Fund 
Grants – Covid 19 assis-
tance $13,165

•Little Lambs Pre-
school – child-sized hand 
washing stations and air 
purifier

•Blue Mound Area 
Theatre – sanitizing vapor 
machine to clean theatre 

area.
#Luv1LuvAll – mental 

health support materials 
Covid 19.

•Big Buddies of Rock 
County – mentor buddy 
support.

•Luverne United Meth-
odist Church – commu-
nity meal support during 
Covid-19.

•Rock County Oppor-
tunities – client services 
online platform during 
Covid-19.

•Luverne Child Guide 
– return-to-school safely 
supplies.

•LIFT/Luverne Farm-
ers Market – handwashing 
stations and social distanc-
ing materials for Farmers 
Market safety needs during 
Covid-19.

Crisis Fund still open
The Community Crisis 

Fund will be open until 
there is no longer a local 
need.

Deadlines for the next 
rounds of competitive 
grants are March 31 and 
Sept. 30, 2021.

Luverne Area Community Foundation 
announces grant award recipients for 2020

Photo and text by Mavis Fodness
In a festive flare, the Luverne 

High School student council set up 
tables and decorations under the 
canopy of the middle-high school 
Monday night. 

For two hours the high school 
student leaders greeted donors and 
collected and sorted items for the 
Rock County Food Shelf. 

The group later sorted the 
dozen boxes of collected personal 
hygiene and non-food items for 
easier distribution to individuals 
and families. 

The group also received over 
$1,100 for the food shelf. Students 
enjoyed the in-person group activ-
ity. 

The school is in a distance-
learning model, where students 
complete classes online. Distance 
learning will continue until Jan. 4.

Above, students collect items from pass-
ersby under the east school canopy.

At left, student council members Peter 
Baustian, Cade Wenninger, Regan Feit 
and Griffen Jarchow sort donations into 
boxes to be distributed.

Students spread spirit of generosity with donation drive

Mavis Fodness photos/1217 Luverne Student Donation Drive

The Luverne Student Council received over $1,100 for the food shelf Monday and enjoyed the in-person group activity. 

who is getting killed by this 
thing the worst and we need 
to help these people,” said 
Commissioner Greg Burger. 

“The state has no idea who 
that is in Rock County — I think 
it needs to fall in our lap.”

The Rock County Board 
unanimously approved a 
resolution to that effect that 
will be shared with state law-
makers and the Association of 
Minnesota Counties, in which 
Rock County is a member. 

‘Nothing went back’
Rock County previously 

allocated $1.188 million in 
CARES dollars to local busi-
nesses, nonprofit organiza-
tions and schools in a matter 
of months.

Local officials faced a Nov. 
30 deadline to turn unspent 
dollars back to the state for 
distribution by the end of 

the year.
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  d i s -

cussed the expenditures and 
deadline status at their Dec. 8 
meeting. “Nothing went back,” 
said Auditor-Treasurer Ashley 
Kurtz.

Luverne and Hills-Beaver 
Creek school districts were 
among the last organizations 
to receive CARES dollars 
($20,000 each).

The Rock County Sheriff’s 
Office closed out the county’s 
allocation by receiving $395 
for overtime work related to 
the pandemic.

Rock County’s original 
allocation was $1.144 million 
but grew to $1.188 million 
when unspent dollars from 
three townships and one city 
with populations less than 200 
residents was turned back for 
allocation elsewhere in the 
county.

we’re bringing the vaccine to 
the first priority groups. This 
means there’s not a ‘list’ that 
Minnesotans need to get on 
to get vaccine.” 

Since Phase 1a is based 
on employment and place of 
residence, people eligible for 
this category will be contacted 
by their employer or the facil-
ity where they live to let them 
know when vaccine is avail-
able to them.

Phase 1b is for essential 
workers including education, 
utilities, law enforcement, 
firefighters and transportation 
workers.

Phase 1c is for adults over 
65 and adults with high-risk 
medical conditions.

In later phases, vaccine 
will be available at settings like 
pharmacies or primary care 
providers, and people will be 
able to make an appointment 
to get it.

“We know we will get vac-
cine, but it won’t be enough 
for everyone right away,” Kloss 
said.

The Covid-19 vaccines 
went through the same rigor-
ous clinical trials that other 
vaccines go through. 

Steps were taken that al-

lowed the process to be more 
efficient, such as being able 
to make vaccine while it was 
still going through trials so it 
would be ready if/when it was 
approved.

People need two doses 
about a month apart for full 
protection. 

After the second dose, it 
will also take about two weeks 
for their bodies to build up 
protection.

“So it’s about six weeks 
total from the first vaccine 
to when you should be pro-
tected,” Kloss said. 

“That’s another reason we 
can’t stop the masking and 
social distancing right away.” 

Covid-19 vaccine coming/
continued from page 1A

County CARES dollars/
continued from page 1A

Revenue will directly pay 
businesses, depending on 
their size and extent of losses.

In Rock County, most will 
qualify for $15,000 to $25,000.

The department of reve-
nue will look at the businesses’ 
Quarter 2 and 3 earnings from 
2019 and compare them to 
the second and third quarters 
of 2020.

If their losses are greater 

than 30 percent, they’ll get 
a check directly from the 
department of revenue — if 
they’re in compliance with 
executive orders.

The deal also includes 
$102 million that counties 
would distribute to local 
businesses and $14 million 
for movie theaters and enter-
tainment venues. (See related 
story.)

Bars, restaurants in compliance 
may get state aid/from page 1A

By Lori Sorenson
Luverne businesses will 

get another shot of financial 
help from the city to get 
through pandemic budget 
shortfalls.

At their Dec. 8 meeting, 
Luverne City Council mem-
bers approved a resolution 
that will transfer $100,000 
from the Electric Utility to 
the Economic Development 
Authority.

The EDA would then use 
the money to provide continu-
ing financial assistance to 
small businesses in Luverne 
that are continuing to suffer 
from the COVID-19 health 
pandemic. 

The financial grants are 
based on electric utility usage 
and are aimed at the busi-
nesses that were originally 

closed by state mandates. 
It also specifically targets 

the bars, restaurants and other 
facilities that are closed at this 
time under the latest gover-
nor’s mandate. 

The council approved the 
resolution unanimously. “I 
support this,” council member 
Caroline Thorson said. “I feel 
like we must continue to do 
what we can to help our busi-
nesses.”

It is estimated that the 
targeted money will help 
more than 50 businesses with 
checks that will go out over a 
four-month period (January 
through April).

The city mailed letters to 
eligible entities, but if some 
feel they are overlooked, they 
can contact City Hall at 507-
449-2388.

City offers relief to 
Luverne businesses
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On Second 
Thought

 By Lori Sorenson, editor

We have 
a leg lamp 
on display in 
our western 
Rock County 
neighborhood, 
proudly 
illuminated 
in a highway-
facing window. 

It was a highly-anticipated 
mail-order gift, and the 
neighbors (our friends) 
documented its delivery in a 
series of group text images.

First came a photo of the 
“major award” assembled and 
plugged in. Then, to prove its 
authenticity, came a photo 
of the delivery box with large 
block letters, “F-R-A-G-I-L-E.”

We laughed out loud (LOL) 
by text.

But not everyone in our 
neighborhood was laughing. 
One questioned the “message it 
sends about Christmas.”

He clearly hadn’t seen the 
classic “Christmas Story” movie.

We told him to lighten up 
and suggested he forget about 
Santa Claus and the Easter 
Bunny, too, if he couldn’t 
appreciate the iconic leg lamp.

It’s worth noting that the 
leg lamp owners are good and 
faithful Christians who also 
have a healthy sense of humor.

But the conversation 
provoked thoughts of my own 
about how Christians should 
display Christmas.

Under the dark cloud of a 
pandemic in what will be my 
first Christmas without my 
parents, I delayed decorating a 
tree in our home.

After all, does a Christmas 
tree illustrate the meaning of 
Christmas?

I found myself again 
pondering the question Friday 
night in Kenneth where a hand-
me-down tree was loaded with 
ornaments hung in memory of 
loved ones.

I joined dozens of people 
in counting down to the tree 
lighting in memory of those 

who passed.
It was a chilly night, but 

my heart was warmed by the 
knowledge that I wasn’t hurting 
alone.

My contribution to the tree 
was a small photo ornament 
framing the smiling faces of 
my mom and dad. It was taken 
in the summer of 2015 after 
Mom’s brain surgery (the first 
of several in her cancer fight) 
and during Dad’s long hospital 
stay with a broken leg.

The image captured their 
resiliency and spirit of hope.

Which seemed to be the 
case for the Kenneth Christmas 
tree.

The tiny town gets smaller 
each time a resident passes 
away, but on Friday night the 
spirit of Christmas twinkled in 
the colored bulbs and on the 
faces gathered in the park.

Is Christmas about the 
Christmas tree? We all know it’s 
not. And it’s certainly not about 
a leg lamp in the window.

As Christians, we know 
Christmas has nothing to do 
with ornaments or trees or 
things that light up.

Christ’s birth signified 
hope and peace and the 
promise that we would never 
be alone. 

So, how best do we honor 
Christ’s birthday?

We could start by striving to 
live as Jesus inspires us to live 

— with kindness, generosity 
and resiliency in the face of 
adversity.

Merry Christmas, everyone. 
Plug in a leg lamp if it makes 
you smile, but make sure your 
light shines from within for the 
true spirit of the season. 

Plug in your tree
(or your leg lamp)

but  make sure your
light shines from within

Keep your heads up,
Rock County.

Star Herald Editorial

We learned that Rock County 
will receive its first doses of the 
Covid-19 vaccine next week, which 
is the best news of the year in many 
ways.

It would be better news if 
it meant our sick ones healed 
overnight and our businesses could 
reopen tomorrow.

Realistically it will be several 
months before we start seeing the 
pandemic in our rearview mirrors.

But at least the arrival of a 
vaccine puts a finish line in sight. 

And it allows us to take stock of 
how we’re doing at this point in the 
race.

There have been disappointing 
failures and heartbreaking losses, 
but mostly it’s fair to say we can be 
proud of our community response 
to the pandemic disaster.

Our businesses have been 
creative about marketing takeout 
and curbside product pickup. 
Some have grown more proficient 
at online retail, and some have 

switched gears to offer products 
and services to meet COVID-19 
demands.

Our Chamber director and 
volunteers have worked overtime 
to keep our community vibrant 
and connected, despite restrictions 
on festive crowds and social 
engagement.

Our non-profits and 
philanthropists have found 
opportunities to be generous in 
ways we wouldn’t have previously 
known possible.

And we at the Star Herald 
discovered there is more important 
news than ever to cover in our 
communities, especially — for 
historical record — the pandemic’s 

impact on our schools, businesses 
and families.

And we’ve all learned to accept 
help from others. That’s been the 
hardest feat of all. 

Again, we’re not out of the 
woods, and this little pep talk 
certainly doesn’t mean to make 
light of real and painful struggles 
still well underway in our homes, 
schools and businesses.

But it is a sincere observation 
that we in Rock County know how 
to do disasters. We’re optimistic, 
we’re resilient and we’ll come 
through this stronger than ever.

Merry Covid Christmas, dear 
readers. Things are looking brighter 
already.

We’re seeing light at the end of  the tunnel

It’s not easy this Christmas season to 
be jolly and merry and shouting “Ho, ho, 
ho, Merry Christmas.” 

But if you need a feel-good moment, 
I encourage you to check out the Luverne 
Area Community Foundation’s virtual 
Celebrations of Philanthropy. To do so, 
go to www.luvacf.org and click the link.

Each year, somewhere between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, the Foun-
dation hosts an in-person gathering to 
thank the friends and donors for their 
commitment to our community. 

Well, because of the current CO-
VID-19 situation, that isn’t possible, so 
Plan B was put in place. After watching 
the virtual celebration, I am giving plan 
B an A+.

Throughout the year, Luverne Area 
Community Foundation Executive Di-
rector Emily Crabtree and the board of 
directors, along with other volunteers, 
host a variety of fundraisers to support 
dozens of worthy causes throughout 

Rock County.
The Virtual Celebration of Philan-

thropy showcases many of the organiza-
tions that received grants and how they 
used the money. None of this would be 
possible without the generosity of the 
donors.  

LACF also gave out three awards. The 
Non-Profit Spotlight award was given to 
The Luverne Child Guide program. 

The Foundation’s Spirit of Philan-
thropy went to Pat and Kim Von Tersch for 
their generosity and volunteer leadership 

in the community. 
The Outstanding Business for 2020 

was handed out to the Rock County 
Star Herald.

We are very honored to have been 
selected to receive this award.

So, like I said early on, if you need 
to add a dose of jolly and merry to your 

“Ho, ho, ho, Merry Christmas,” watch 
the virtual Celebration of Philanthropy 
on the Foundation’s website. Once 
again, it’s www.luvacf.org and click 
on the link.

Check out LACF’s ‘celebration’ for some holiday cheer

For What It’s Worth

 By Rick Peterson, general manager

To the Editor:
As former Luverne resi-

dents, Carole and I were very 
surprised of the reports that 
Senator Weber was among 
the Republican state senators 
that supported the efforts to 
oppose the election of Joe 
Biden.

In the past I found Sena-
tor Weber to be a reasonable 
and well-thought-of city 
councilman and community 
member.

I find it hard to be-
lieve that a reasonable and 

thoughtful man would sup-
port such a resolution. 

It would really be helpful 
for Senator Weber to explain 
his reasoning. Why is it 
necessary to continue to help 
divide the country?

Is the pressure of his col-
leagues in St. Paul too much 
to remain reasonable?

Thanks for the opportu-
nity to express my thoughts.  

Charles Olson
Burnsville

Olson questions Sen. Weber’s
opposition to election results 

Letter to the Editor
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Dispatch report
Dec. 4
•Assistance from an-

other department was 
requested on W. Sherman 
Avenue, Ellsworth.

•Complainant on S. 
Walnut Avenue reported a 
water main break.

• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 
Edgehill Street reported 
someone ice fishing on 
thin ice.

•A phone scam was 
reported on 2nd Street, 
Kanaranzi.

•Complainant on E. 
Barck Avenue requested 
to speak to a deputy.

•Report of an assault in 
progress at location on W. 
Warren Street.

Dec. 5
•Fire on E. Main Street 

reported at location.
• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 

150th Avenue and 131st 
Street reported a hunting 
concern.

• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 
111th Street reported peo-
ple using muzzle loaders in 
bow hunting only.

•Complainant on E. 
Main Street reported van-
dalism.

•Complainant on 31st 
Street, Hills, reported in-
formation.

•Complainant on U.S 
Highway 75, Luverne, re-
ported someone chasing 
a deer on horse.

Dec. 6
• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 

31st Street, Hills, reported 
found items.

•Complainant on N. 
Oakley Street reported 
vandalism.

Dec. 7
•Complainant in Trent 

reported an assault.
•Complainant on 161st 

Street reported found cell 
phones.

•Complainant report-
ed flames and smoke.

Dec. 8
• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 

Round Wind Road re-
ported a suspicious person.

•Complainant on S. 
5th Street, Beaver Creek, 
reported a phone scam.

•Complainant in Au-
rora County, South Dakota, 
reported a subject with a 
Rock County warrant.

• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 
County Road 4 reported 
vulnerable adult abuse.

• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 
County Road 6 and 21st 
Street, Hills, requested the 
fire department.

•Complainant on 80th 
Avenue, Hills, reported 

property damage.
• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 

Mead Court reported a 
suspicious vehicle.

Dec. 9
•Suspicious activity 

was reported at location on 
N. East Park Street.

•Complainant west-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 19, Magnolia, 
requested backup.

•Complainant on N. 
Freeman Avenue reported 
theft.

•Complainant on W. 
Mead Court reported mo-
tor vehicle theft.

•Complainant on Main 
Street and Kniss Avenue 
reported property damage.

•Complainant on W. 
Warren Street and S. East 
Park Street reported an 
abandoned vehicle.

•A pedestrian was 
reported at location on 
County Road 4, Luverne.

• C o m p l a i na nt  o n 
County Road 4, Luverne, 
reported a pedestrian 
along roadway.

•Complainant on E. 
Fletcher Street reported 
harassing communica-
tions.

•Roadside assistance 
was requested westbound 
on Interstate 90, mile mark-
er 11, Luverne.

Dec. 10
•Complainant on 20th 

Avenue, Hills, reported a 
suspicious noise.

•Complainant on 20th 
Avenue, Valley Springs, 
reported found property.

•Complainant on 10th 
Street, Luverne, reported 
scam/fraud.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue requested to 
speak to a deputy.

•Complainant on 20th 
Avenue, Valley Springs, re-
ported suspicious activity.

•Complainant on 21st 
Street and 60th Avenue, 
Hills, reported a possible 
flare-up.

•Complainant on W. 
Hatting Street requested 
patrol in the area.

In addition, officers 
responded to 1 motor ve-
hicle accident, 1 vehicle 
in the ditch, 1 transport, 9 
escorts, 27 ambulance runs, 
3 animal complaints, 2 
fingerprint requests, 1 burn 
permit, 1 driver’s license 
check, 3 alarms, 8 pur-
chase and carry permits, 6 
traffic stops, 4 abandoned 
911 calls, 3 tests, 2 welfare 
checks, 2 reports of cattle 
out, 1 OFP and 1 follow-up.

On the record

By Lori Sorenson
Luverne City Council 

members took action at their 
Dec. 8 meeting to approve 
plans and specifications for 
the pool and fitness center 
expansion and improvements.

The $5 million project, 
which includes an outdoor 
splash pad on the south side of 
the pool, could be completed 
in May of 2022 if all goes as 
planned.

In addition to the splash 
pad, improvements will in-
clude:

•new locker rooms. 
•four family changing 

rooms. 
•flat space rooms for 

group aerobic exercise. 
•new office space and 

staff area.
•larger rooms for both 24-

hour weightlifting and aerobic 
exercise machines. 

•new mechanical and 
heat, ventilation and air-
conditioning for the facility. 

According to the timeline 
discussed at Tuesday’s meet-

ing, bid letting will be in January of 2021, and 
the yearlong construction process will start 
next spring.

The council discussed the fact that facility 
use is currently limited to only 50 percent due 
to the pandemic, so timing the project during 

an already limited use would be appropriate.
City Administrator John Call said this 

project wasn’t hatched overnight.
“The Luverne Aquatics and Fitness Center 

Expansion has been on the city’s planning 
priority list since the January 2016 goal-setting 
session by the Luverne City Council,” he said.

The project went through a public planning 
process in the summer of 2016 facilitated by 
the city with technical assistance from Sanford 
Health. 

A steering committee was appointed by 
the mayor in 2019, and the committee was as-
sisted by CO-OP Architecture from Sioux Falls.

At Tuesday’s meeting, facility manager 
Sam Honerman said she’s excited about the 
project moving forward after so much time 
planning.

“Good things come to those who wait,” she 
said.  “This will be a phenomenal facility.”

How it will be paid for
At Tuesday’s meeting, the council moved 

forward with plans for a $5.8 million tax abate-
ment bond issue to be repaid over 20 years at 
an estimated 1.83 percent interest. 

The amount would cover construction, fur-
nishings and equipment, plus bond issue costs.

would reflect less than half 
that increase. 

“I feel confident that 
our increase for the city 
part of the levy and af-
fected taxes will be under 
5 percent for taxes payable 
2021, and I think it will also 
be under 5 percent for 2022,” 
she said.

Levy increases don’t 
proportionately affect 
property tax increases, 
thanks to a number of 
factors.

“We’re setting our levy a 
little bit higher, and as our 
tax capacity grows, we keep 
our rate somewhat stable,” 
City Administrator John 
Call said during the Sep-
tember budget meeting. 

“We are growing, and 
our market values are in-
creasing and that’s good 
for our fiscal health.”

A $150,000 home for 
example, saw an actual 
property tax increase of 
1.3 percent in 2020, despite 
the levy increase of 9.41 
percent.

“We have a low tax 
rate — among the lowest in 
southwest Minnesota with 
comparable communities,” 
Call said.

“And I want to thank the 
school district and county 
for the role they play in 
watching their budgets and 
keeping spending low. That 
keeps the total levy low for 
all of our taxpayers.”

Spending philosophy 
Baustian defended the 

city’s spending decisions, 
like the $5 million pool and 
fitness center expansion, 
even though they have re-
sulted in budget increases.

“There have been city 
councils whose objective 
is to cut, cut, cut,” Baustian 
said. 

“I say the object of the 
game is economic develop-
ment, good housing stock, 
jobs and good quality of 
living. These all cost money, 
but I’m willing to do things 
that put our community 
over others.”

He said amenities like 
spring junk cleanup, fall 
leaf pickup, trimming bou-
levard trees and picking up 
residents’ Christmas trees 
aren’t standard in many 
communities.

The Luverne City 
Council has long advocat-
ed slow and steady levy and 
fee increases, rather than 
drops and spikes dictated 
by budget cycles.

“People have criticized 
city purchases, but if you 
don’t fund depreciation, 
you’re just pushing those 
expenses down the road,” 
Baustian said.

The Dec. 8 meeting 
included the city’s truth 
in taxation hearing, which 
no member of the public 
attended.

The total taxes abated in any one year cannot 
exceed ten percent of the net tax capacity of the city. 
For Luverne this amount would be a maximum of 
$340,000 of annual principal. 

The city has requested that Rock County par-
ticipate in the abatement, which would amount to 
roughly 175 parcels being taken off the tax rolls for 
the period of the abatement.

If Rock County declines to participate, the city 
will abate taxes for 20 years with a 20-year debt is-
suance. If the county participates, the city will abate 
the taxes for a 15-year period 

The county will take up the matter Dec. 22.
Minnesota requires a public hearing in order 

for the city to issue tax abatement bonds, and that 
hearing is set for Jan. 12.

Luverne City Council reduces 
proposed levy amount/
continued from page 2A

Luverne City Council approves plans for 
pool and fitness center expansion

The $5 million project, includes an outdoor splash pad on the south side of the pool and fitness center.

Bid letting will be in January of 2021, and the yearlong construction process will start next 
spring. The council discussed the fact that facility use is currently limited to only 50 percent 
due to the pandemic, so the project construction will be less inconvenient for members.

In addition to the splash pad, improvements will include new locker rooms, 
four family changing rooms and larger rooms for both 24-hour weightlifting 
and aerobic exercise machines, among other amenities. 

ADVERTISE TODAY
with the Star Herald

Call Rick or Chantel 507-283-2333
email sales@star-herald.com
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Card showers
	 Gail and Anita Johnson 
will celebrate their 55th wed-
ding anniversary on Tuesday, 
Dec. 22. Greetings may be 
sent to them at 410 S. Fairview 
Drive, Luverne, MN 56156.

	 Carol Ohlsen will cel-
ebrate her 100th birthday on 
Friday, Dec. 25. Greetings may 
be sent to her at Evans Memo-
rial Home, 1010 N. Elm Street, 
Cresco, IA 52136.

	 Audrey De Beer will cel-
ebrate her 90th birthday on 
Saturday, Dec. 26. Greetings 
may be sent to her at 707 S. 
Bradley St., Apt. 3, Rock Rapids, 
IA 51246.

Monday, Dec. 21: Sloppy 
Joe filling, choice potato, 
baked beans, bun, pineapple 
chunks.

Tuesday, Dec. 22: Turkey 
with gravy, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, broccoli flowerets, 
bread dressing, Christmas 
dessert.

Half-Price Day sponsored 
by Main Street Financial.

Wednesday, Dec. 23: La-
sagna, peas and pearl onions, 
peaches, bread, gelatin.

Half-Price Day sponsored 
by Ken and Phyllis Vos.

Thursday, Dec. 24 and 
Friday, Dec. 25: Closed—
Merry Christmas to all of our 
friends from the crew at LSS!

Call Lynette Hoiland at 
283-9846 to arrange to pick up 
a dinner or for home-delivered 
meals.

Gift certificates are avail-
able at the meal site or online 
at www.lssmn.org/nutrition.

Free, frozen healthy meals 
are available through Lutheran 
Social Services at Generations 
thanks to a Covid-19 grant 
through the state of Minnesota.

Anyone in Minnesota in 
need of nutrition can receive 
up to five meals plus snacks at 
each event on a first-come first 
served basis. 

Food can be picked up for 
others in a household at no cost 
and is available for pickup in 
other communities.

Meals are available begin-
ning at 12:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
Dec. 23 and 30 at 319 E. Lincoln. 
Call 507-283-9846. 

Remember when

10 years ago (2010)
•Members of the Luverne Economic Development  Authority 

took a field trip at Luverne’s Midwest Fire business Tuesday morn-
ing at the conclusion of their meeting.

LEDA assisted Scott and Pam Schneekloth with the relocation 
and expansion of Midwest Fire. Tuesday’s tour was a follow-up on 
business since the project was completed two years ago.

City officials weren’t disappointed.
They were impressed by the spacious, sunny showroom, the 

heated and enclosed shop areas, ample office space and state-of-
the art technology.

The Schneekloths operated Midwest Fire in its Maple Street 
location near downtown Luverne from 1987 until moving into its 
new $2.3 million building in April of 2008.

The move nearly tripled the workspace for Midwest Fire opera-
tions, which increased its workforce from 19 to 32 employees. And 
they’re looking to hire another.

“I’m very happy,” owner Scott Schneekloth told LEDA board 
members during the tour. “We’ve had another really good year.”

 
25 years ago (1995)

•Tammy Wessels-Makram, adopted daughter of  Stan and Gert 
Wessels, Luverne, recently decided to find her biological mother.

Tammy, 34, hasn’t yet found that woman, but her search led 
her to a series of newspaper articles by the St. Paul Dispatch about 
a Baby Jane Doe whom adoption officials believe to be Tammy. 

The Christmas 1961 edition of the Dispatch gives the account 
of what was presumably Tammy’s debut into the world. …

Despite all the publicity, Tammy’s biological mother did not 
step forward to claim her, and she ended up under the care of the 
Ramsey County Welfare Department.

A St. Paul adoption agency eventually placed her under the 
care of a southwest Minnesota couple – far enough away from the 
metro area that the publicity would likely not follow her.

At last, Baby Jane Doe was given a new name and a new family 
in the home of Stan and Gert Wessels, who lived on a farm near 
Ellsworth at the time.

The rest is history. According to the adoption plan of Children’s 
Home Society of Minnesota, the court terminated the rights of the 
birth parents (who couldn’t be found) on March 6, 1962. On March 
30, 1962, Stan and Gert took her home, and the adoption became 

final on July 2, 1963.

50 years ago (1970)
•Federal funds spent in Rock County during the year ending 

June 30, 1970, totaled $9,950,919, according to the annual report 
of federal spending released this week.

The expenditure represents $887 per person.
Rock County ranked next to the lowest in per capita spending 

in the four-county area of Rock, Nobles, Pipestone and Murray 
Counties. Murray had the highest of $988 per capita; Pipestone 
had $940 and Nobles was low with $887.

75 years ago (1945)
•The local American Legion post is sponsoring another 

school patrol.
At Magnolia Friday evening, a patrol was installed in the school 

there, and they are now on duty. Representing the American Le-
gion at installation ceremonies was Lloyd Johnson, chairman of 
the local patrol committee, and R. L. Fritz and Oscar Martinson, 
members of the committee. The program included a talk by Supt. 
Lloyd Paul, presentation of badges by Mr. Johnson, and instruc-
tions in patrol work by R. H. Hudson and Ted Swenson, members 
of the state highway patrol.

Members of the patrol are Jerome Bonnett, Lloyd Michelson, 
Kermit Oldre, Eugene Flanigan, Eugene Cragoe, Gerald Van 
Dorsten, Billy Hisken and John Johnson.

100 years ago (1920)
•At the International Grain and Corn show, held the first week 

in December at Chicago, James Bjerk, of Beaver Creek township, 
was awarded 13th prize on a string of ten ears of yellow dent corn.

Every corn producing state in the union was represented by 
numerous exhibits, and agricultural experts declared that the 
show was the most comprehensive of its kind ever held. Twenty 
places were awarded in each of ten-ear string classes, and this 
left a great many of the entries still unplaced.

Mr. Bjerk was the only Rock county farmer who exhibited 
at the show, and his winning was made on Golden Jewel, in the 
breeding of which he has given much thought and attention. He 
won several prizes on corn at the late State Seed shows, and has 
also been a highly successful exhibitor at different county fairs. 

Celebrations

Menu

Bits by 
Betty

 By Betty Mann, president
Rock County

Historical Society

The following appeared in The 
Rose History in 1911.

Rock County Village (contin-
ued from 12-10-20 edition of 
the Star Herald)

	 The year 1901 was one 
of substantial improvement. 
The town’s first blacksmith, E. 
M. Newell, came from Edg-
erton in February, erected a 
shop and was ready to serve 
his patrons by the twentieth 
of the month. Thomte & 
Johnson were on the ground 
in March and commenced 
the erection of a livery barn. 
In the course of the next 
month the same firm saw a 
hotel building, a two story 
structure, 24x50 feet in size, 
well under way. The hostelry 
was opened the second week 
in May. The first sidewalk in 
the town was constructed 
early in April. Another busi-
ness enterprise was added to 
the village during the same 
month by Walter Bemis, one 
of the grain buyers, who en-
gaged in the farm implement 
business in connection with 
his other interests. The first 
dwelling house in the village 
was brought to completion 
early in May and was oc-
cupied by Section Forman 
Solen. This was only the 
beginning of other improve-
ments of the same nature that 
were consummated during 
the course of the year.
	 A visitor to Kenneth, 
writing in the Rock County 

Herald of May 3, 1901, pic-
tures the condition of the 
flourishing hamlet at that 
date:
	 Unostentatiously, but none the 
less surely, a new town, small but 
enterprising, has grown up in Rock 
county and gives promise of many 
good things in the future—greater 
growth, population, business and 
importance. One year ago Kenneth, 
Minnesota, had no existence; today 
it is a bustling burg with every equip-
ment for transformation into a city. 
Peopled by enterprising, thrifty and 
progressive citizens, its business 
enterprises in the hands of public 
spirited and far-sighted men, and 

1901: Kenneth flourishes

Bits, continued on page 8

By Lori Sorenson
With the COVID-19 

pandemic reaching peak spread, 
Rock County Historical Society 
President Betty Mann has been 
drawing parallels to the polio 
epidemic of the 1930s and ’40s.

At a recent Luverne Rotary 
Club meeting, she presented 
findings from her research in 
local medical records and in the 
Star Herald headlines.

She said word got out 
slowly, with the first information 
appearing Aug. 1, 1930, in a 
medical article about polio.

She said it mentioned three 
cases. 

Harold Rud, 19, son of Olaf 
Rud by Hills, was the first fatality 
on Aug. 15, 1930. 

“He was threshing and it was 
very hot, and within two days he 
had passed away. He went very 
quickly,” Mann said.

The other two cases were 
5-year-old John Bode in Luverne 
and 3 1/2-year-old Janice 
Thistlewood. 

Later in the year Owen 
Winkler, 4, son of Wesley Winkler, 
also had polio.

Mann said her research was 
extensive.

“I have spent close to 15 hours 
paging through the Star Herald, 
she told the Rotary Club during 
their November meeting via 
Zoom .

“In looking through past Star 
Heralds, I found many cases of 
things that happened, but people 
weren’t sure what it was. So there 
wasn’t too much mentioned until 
1938.”

Funding the iron lung
She said that’s when 

Minnesota started forming 
county committees for polio to 
raise money. 

“Half of the money went to the 
national organization and half 
stayed in the county,” Mann said. 

Often fund drives supported 
the purchase of iron lungs, which 
could help polio victims stay alive.

Mann ticked off her findings:
In the 1930s everybody who 

got polio had a sign on the door, 
which is what they often did for 
any disease … small pox, measles 

… 
In 1930 they thought it was 

from over-exercising, and they 
banned kids from riding bicycles 
when it was too hot.

In 1941 they started raising 
money for an iron lung. It cost 
$1,350. We had one here in Rock 

A polio patient lies in an iron lung in March 1940. When polio-weakened muscles used in breathing, the device 
assisted with respiration. (Minnesota Good Age, April 2020)

County at the hospital. There 
were nine in the Twin Cities. 

“You can see what a 
monstrosity this was,” Mann said, 
holding up a black-and-white 
photograph. “It was really quite 
large. People had to lie in it very 
flat. Of course it was to aid their 
breathing. It was a very ugly thing 
to have to be in.”

In 1941 the Luverne outdoor 
swimming pool was closed, 
which Mann said was a big 
disappointment since it had just 
been built.

“In 1939 they had built this 
new outdoor swimming pool 
down by the river, and in 1941 
they closed the swimming pool 
because they thought everyone 
who was getting sick was 
caused by the chlorine and the 
chemicals they were using in the 
swimming pool. But they didn’t 
know for sure,” Mann said.

She said she also remembers 
getting ill.

“I remember this distinctly. I 
was 11 years old at that time, and 
I remember lying in bed with a 

very high fever,” she said.
“My mother for two to three 

days was at my bedside. She 
sponged me down with cold 

cloths for 24 hours trying to get my 
temperature down.”

In the fall of 1941, Mann said a 
group of people from the University 
of Minnesota drew her blood and 
her mother’s blood and also from the 
other polio children and their parents.

“And the strange thing about this 
whole process is we never ever heard 
another thing about it,” Mann said. 

“We never heard whether it was polio 
or wasn’t polio.”

She said when the United States 
became involved in World War II in 
December of 1941, she assumed that 
the war became more important than 
polio.”

Also, by the winter months, the 
disease wasn’t striking as often.

“Polio was only during the 
summertime when it was very hot,” 
Mann said.

“At that time, if you stayed out in 
the sun too long, you would get it. 
They recommended that everybody 
wear a hat.”

She also recalled that fresh fruit 
and vegetables were linked to polio.

Drawing parallels
Local historian researches decades-long polio epidemic, 

sees similar stories, data to current coronavirus pandemic

Pandemics, continued on page 8A

‘I remember
this distinctly.

I was 11 
years old at 

that time,
and I remember 

lying in bed
with a very high 

fever.
My mother for

two to three
days was at

 my bedside.

— Betty Mann
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The family of Darlene Blank
would like to thank all those who 

comforted us after the loss of 
our mother, grandmother and 

great grandmother.

to the City of Beaver Creek 
for providing a much appreciated 

lunch and gathering space after the 
family graveside service, 

to all those who sent condolences, 
to Hartquist Funeral Home, 

and to Sioux Falls Prairie Creek 
Memory Care Assisted Living. 
Thank you all for your many 

kindnesses and support.

ThankYou

Obituaries

Konrad Orlan Eidahl, 
86, Luverne, died Sat-
urday, Dec. 12, 2020, 
at Crossroads Care 
Center in Worthington.

A celebration of 
life will be at a later 
date.

Konrad was born 
on Jan. 31, 1934, to 
Kenneth and Mabel 
(Knutson) Eidahl in 
Leland, Iowa. He first 
attended school in Lake Mills, 
Iowa, before graduating from 
Albert Lea High School. He 
earned a degree in educa-
tion from Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa. He then was 
drafted into the United States 
Army and served two years as 
a medical technician. He also 
played the French horn in the 
Army band in Europe before 
being honorably discharged.

In 1958 Konrad accepted 
a teaching position in Clark-
field, where he met Barbara 
Potter. He and Barbara were 
married on Sept. 3, 1961. 
They moved to Luverne a 
few years later, where Konrad 
taught sixth grade.

Konrad was an active 
member of Grace Lutheran 
Church in Luverne, where 
he served as an elder, dea-
con, usher and as president 
of the congregation in the 
late 1980s. Konrad was also 
a member of the Lions Club, 
the National Education As-
sociation and the Minnesota 
Education Association. He 
coached several sports and 
enjoyed keeping statistics for 
the Luverne High School bas-
ketball team. Konrad retired 

from Luverne Public Schools 
in 1992 after teach-
ing for 34 years. 
Konrad’s hobbies 
included playing 
Stratomatic base-
ball and couples’ 
bridge. He loved 
sports, music and 
travel.  He also 
worked as a DJ at 
KQAD in Luverne 
every other Sun-

day.
His first wife, Barbara, 

died in 1996. A few years later, 
he married Javonne Verme-
dahl. They lived in Emmons 
until her death last year.

Konrad is survived by 
three children, Kyle (Carol) 
Eidahl of Tallahassee, Florida, 
Pam Christensen of Luverne, 
and David (Lynn) Eidahl 
of Delano; eight grandchil-
dren, Daniel Mann, Jessica 
(Lance) Amato, Cara (Jus-
tin) Muth, Stephanie (Tim) 
Connell, Matt Christensen, 
Cody Christensen, Marcus 
Eidahl and Christian Eidahl; 
three great-grandchildren; 
a sister, Kate Hermanson of 
Owatonna; and a brother-
in-law, Richard Ferguson of 
Owatonna.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; his first 
wife, Barbara; his second 
wife, Javonne; his son Mark 
Eidahl; his son-in-law Tim 
Christensen; and a sister, 
Marcia Ferguson.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.
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Konrad Eidahl
T i m o t h y  D o n a l d 

“Don”  Cashin of Al-
bert Lea, Minnesota, 
died  December 11, 
2020, at home from 
complications of 
COVID-19 in the care 
of Mayo Hospice, 
s u r r o u n d e d  b y 
family members.

Don was born 
April 29, 1929, in 
Montgomery, Min-
nesota, to John and Cecilia 
(Shaughnessy) Cashin and 
was raised on a farm. He  at-
tended school in a one-room 
school house and graduated 
from Montgomery high school 
in 1947. He graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin 
Graduate School of Banking 
and the American Institute 
of Banking. He attended post 
graduate school of banking in 
1971 and 1978.

Don married Betty (Ga-
briel) Nov 11, 1950, at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church in 
Austin, Minnesota.

In 1947 Don began his 
banking career with the First 
National Bank of Austin, as a 
messenger boy then as auditor. 
He was transferred to  Albert 
Lea in 1953 where he spent 28 
years advancing to Senior Vice 
President of the First Bank. In 
1981 Don was transferred to 
the First Bank in Luverne, Min-
nesota, as president, CEO and 
Chairman of the Board.

In 1983 Pipestone, Min-
nesota, First Bank was con-
solidated with Luverne where 
he held joint responsibility 
of both banks. In 1987  First 
Bank was sold to the Bob 
Short family of Minneapolis 
and Don  became president, 
C.E.O., and board chairman of 
the newly named First Farmers 
and Merchants National Bank. 
He was a Director of the Min-
nesota Bankers Association 
from 1994-97 before retiring 
in 2006, at which time he and 
Betty returned to Albert Lea.

Don was very active in 
the Austin, Albert Lea, and 
Luverne communities, where 
he was named Outstanding 
State President of the Minne-
sota Jaycees, president of the 
Albert Lea and Austin Jaycees, 

president of the Albert Lea Li-
on’s Club and head of 
the Third and Fourth 
Degree of the KCs 
and district deputy of 
Albert Lea KCs.

While in Luverne, 
Don was president of 
the Country Club and 
Chamber of Com-
merce. He served on 
chamber commit-
tees such as Chamber 

Ambassadors and Green Earth 
Players. He was secretary/
treasurer of the Economic 
Development Corporation 
and board member of the 
Community Hospital. Don 
received the Paul Harris Fel-
lowship in Rotary in 2006.

Don and Betty are the 
parents of seven children: 
Tim (Holly) Cashin of Tonka 
Bay, Kathy of New Hope, Mary 
(Ken) Sutherland of White 
Bear Lake, Nancy (Rol) Hoium 
of Albert Lea, Peggy (Roger) 
DeWild of Austin, Tom Cashin 
of San Francisco, and Mau-
reen (John Storm) Cashin of 
Hackensack.

Survivors include all 
seven children; brother John 
Cashin of Oakdale; and sister 
Rita Ann Halloran of New 
Hope. Also surviving  are 16 
grandchildren and 16 great-
grandchildren.

Don was preceded in 
death by his wife, Betty, on 
December 31, 2019;  his 
mother and father;  grand-
sons Timmy Cashin and 
Spencer  DeWild;  two sisters, 
Margaret Vollmer and Mary 
Krenik; three brothers-in-
law,  Richard Krenik, Roger 
Vollmer, and Joe Halloran; sis-
ter-in-law Wilma Cashin; and 
nephews Gene Krenik and 
Dan Cashin.

Don especially enjoyed 
time with his family and 
friends and had the thrill of 
attaining four holes-in-one in 
his golfing efforts.

A celebration of life will be 
postponed until next summer 
due to COVID restrictions.

The family requests me-
morials to Mayo Clinic Health 
System - Albert Lea Hospice 
(MCHS - Albert Lea Hospice).
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Timothy ‘Don’ Cashin

Pauline Faye “Polly” 
Gorter, 61, died on Friday, 
Dec.11, 2020.

A family graveside ser-
vice was Sunday, Dec. 13, 
at the Hillside Cemetery in 
Edgerton.

Pauline Gorter was born 
on Aug. 15, 1959, to Lawrence 
and Pauline Gorter. She was 
baptized into Christ on Oct. 
4, 1959. 

Polly’s extremely limited 
mental and physical capaci-
ties were part of her life. Her 
parents, siblings, and ex-
tended family as well as some 
exceptionally kind babysit-
ters, neighbors, teachers, and 
caregivers treated her with 
love and dignity. Together 
they appreciated Polly as one 
created in the image of God.

God’s creation was a 
great source of joy for Polly. 
She loved to sit outdoors 
in the warm sunshine with 
the cool breezes and the 
sounds of nature. Friendly 
pets blessed her as well. 

Polly enjoyed food, espe-
cially her mother’s cooking. 
Polly’s father ensured that 

the Bible was regularly read 
with her. Music enriched her 
life. Polly greatly enjoyed fam-
ily hymn-sings and long car 
rides. Bouncing along with her 
adventuresome brothers on 
four-wheelers thrilled her. In 
later years, Polly appreciated 
wheelchair walks with her sis-
ter. She cherished the joy and 
laughter of those around her.

Polly’s “family” at the 
Mary Jane Brown Home in 
Luverne cared for her since 
2003. 

She is survived by her 
brother Phil and his wife De-
nise, her sister LaDonna Pryor 
and her husband Scott, and 
her sister-in-law Peg Gorter 
Evans. Polly had eight neph-
ews and nieces and eleven 
great-nephews and nieces.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Lawrence 
(Doc) and Pauline (Polly) 
Gorter, a stillborn brother, and 
her brother Lauren.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re 
through the Edgerton Burial 
Association – Colonial Funeral 
Chapel in Edgerton.
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Pauline Gorter

Darrell  Louis Heckt 
passed away on No-
vember 25, 2020, at 
the age of 72.  “Hec” is 
a U.S. Marine, served 
his country in Viet-
nam, is a husband, 
father and friend to 
everyone he met.

He was born on 
July 20, 1948, to Selma 
and Alvin Heckt in 
Luverne, Minnesota. 
When asked if he ever at-
tended college, he said “after 
returning from Vietnam, he 
entered the front door of col-
lege and exited the back on 
the same day.” Anyone that 
knows Hec is accustomed 
to that kind of response and 
remembers he had a “one-
liner” for anything. You would 
consider yourself lucky to be 
in his presence.  

After his one-day college 
experience, he started his 
family in Iowa and Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. He then moved 
his family to Houston, Texas, 
in 1973 to pursue a successful 
career. Hec was willing to do 
whatever it took to support 
his family from driving a 
truck, starting Midwestern 
Construction, working at 
the Airlines, Harris County, 
working at Strike with his 
family, being a handyman 
and performing every odd 
job you can think of, in ad-
dition to his day job. He was 
also known for telling a story 
or two along the way, which 
will never be forgotten and 
will be shared for generations 
to come. He treated everyone 
he met the same, whether you 
were wealthy or “didn’t have 
a pot to piss in,” you were his 
friend. 

However, when it came to 
his passion, Hec loved to cook 
and spent his life serving oth-
ers food every opportunity he 
had. From opening his house 
on the weekends and serving 
the whole neighborhood, to 
cooking at Strike for clients 
with Mom, to a catering busi-
ness, he fed thousands of 
people all over Houston.     

Life threw its challenges 
at Hec and Mom, as the family 
survived their house burn-

ing down in the ’70s, several 
floods at 1111 Baffin, 
raising five kids in-
cluding several oth-
ers they considered 
their own, taking in 
anyone that needed 
a helping hand or 
a place to stay, all 
while working mul-
tiple jobs. You could 
always count on Hec 
and Mom. When 

it was all said and done at 
1111 Baffin, they successfully 
raised five college graduates, 
have 13 beautiful grandchil-
dren and a close Christian 
family they are proud of. 

If you measure a man’s 
success by his devoted wife, 
Hec was a winner.  His most 
cherished person, soul mate, 
rock that he leaned on every 
day, was his wife, (“Mom”) 
Audre J. Heckt. She stood by 
his side through all of the 
difficulties, and he knew he 
could not make it without her. 
He has faith in God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ with 
the help and dedication of our 
devoted Catholic mom.

His beloved mother, fa-
ther, and grandson Mathew 
Butler preceded him in death.

He is survived by his 
loving wife of 51 years, Au-
dre Heckt; sons Jason Heckt, 
Justin Heckt, Gabriel Heckt, 
Nathan Heckt and daughter 
Emily Butler; daughters-in-
law Loree Heckt, Kirstin Heckt, 
Alma Heckt and son-in-law 
Greg Butler. In addition he 
is survived by his cherished 
grandchildren, Zach, Kylie 
and Courtney Heckt, Jeremy 
and Jacob Heckt, Major, Sloan, 
Luke and Briggs Heckt, Fin-
ley, Reese and Dylan Butler; 
his older brother Dale and 
younger sister Darlene; as 
well as treasured friends, rela-
tives and hundreds of others 
whose lives he’s touched.

Hec is leaving his earthly 
life as the ultimate warrior, a 
man’s man, a once in a gen-
eration man.

The Lord brought home 
one of his heroes, and we will 
really miss you, Dad!
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Darrell Heckt

Marcus Jay Emery, 26, 
Luverne, died unex-
pectedly on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8, 2020, at his 
home.

A funeral service 
was Saturday, Dec. 12, 
at the United Method-
ist Church in Luverne. 
Burial with military 
honors followed at 
Maplewood Ceme-
tery in Luverne.

Marcus Emer y was 
born on March 26, 1994, in 
Luverne. He was raised by 
his mother, Sandi Emery, 
and attended Luverne Public 
Schools, graduating in 2012.

In June of 2011 Marcus 
enlisted in the United States 
National Guard. He was 
proud of his time with fel-
low service members and 
welcomed the camaraderie 
and teamwork. While serv-
ing in the Guard, he received 
the Army Achievements 
Medal, the Army Reserves 
Component Achievements 
Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal and Army Ser-
vice Ribbon, the Minnesota 
Good Conduct Ribbon, and 
the Minnesota Service Rib-
bon. He currently held the 
specialist rank.

Following his basic train-
ing, Marcus worked for Gary 
Frodermann on G&S Farms. 
In May of 2017 Marcus began 
working in the plumbing 
assembly with fire trucks at 
Midwest Fire in Luverne.

Marcus enjoyed at-
tending gun shows, 
playing paintball, 
gaming,  t inker-
ing with his trucks, 
and golfing with 
his uncles and aunt. 
He loved spending 
time with his broth-
ers and fishing with 
his grandfather and 
great-grandfather. 
He enjoyed his 

mother’s good cooking. He 
was known for his sense of 
determination, strong work 
ethic, his kindness, and being 
a good listener.

Marcus is survived by his 
mother, Sandi Emery, and 
Nick Reisch of Luverne; his 
brothers, Sam Emery and 
Rocco Reisch of Luverne; his 
grandmother, JoAnn Emery 
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota; 
his grandparents, Mark and 
Debbie Emery of Luverne; an 
aunt, Tami (Kyle) Van Heerde 
of Sioux Falls; two uncles, Jay 
Dee Emery of Sioux Falls and 
Joe Emery of Mitchell, South 
Dakota; and other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his great-grand-
parents, Howard and Mary 
Emery, and Ralph Jensen 
and Jackie Losen; and a great-
uncle, Tom Emery.

Arrangements were 
provided by Hartquist Fu-
neral Home of Luverne, www.
hartquistfuneral.com.
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Marcus Emery 

L i l l y  Sa m m o n s,  8 7 , 
Luverne, died Sun-
day, Dec. 13, 2020, at 
Sanford USD Medical 
Center in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

A private family 
service will take place 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 19. The funeral 
service will be live-
streamed on Face-
book/DingmannFH. 

Lilly Yarrington was born 
Jan. 19, 1933, to Fred and Nina 
(Crippen) Yarrington. She 
graduated from Slayton High 
School in 1950.

Lilly married Leslie Sam-
mons on Sept. 1, 1951, in Slay-
ton. She liked to read and play 
word games. She especially 
enjoyed her grandchildren 
and attending their events.

Lilly is survived by three 
children, Donna (Mike) Rank 
of Faribault, Mike (Ronda) 
Sammons of Round Lake, and 
Michelle Schreier of Currie; 12 
grandchildren, Heather Vacu-
ra, Josh Klay, Chad Sammons, 
Angela Sneller, Lindsay Jen-

niges, Anthony Voss, Ashley 
Harms, Damien 
C h r i s t e n s e n , 
Taryn Sammons, 
Taylor Schreier, 
Mc Ke n n a  S c h -
reier and Zachary 
Schreier; 25 great-
grandchi ldren; 
three great-great-
grandchi ldren; 
and a brother, Har-
old Decker of Mesa, 

Arizona.
She was preceded in 

death by her parents; her 
husband, Leslie Sammons, 
in 1996; two children, Kristi 
Baker and David Sammons; 
three grandchildren, Shane 
Klay, Eric Sammons and 
Melissa Christensen; and 
son-in-law Paul Schreier.

In leau of flowers, me-
morials contributions may 
be directed to Luverne Meals 
on Wheels.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.
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Lilly Sammons

College News

Emily Wendland, Luverne, 
will graduate from Minnesota 
State University Moorhead 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in entertainment in-
dustries and technology.

Virtual graduation cer-

Area students graduate from MSU Mankato
Minnesota State Univer-

sity Mankato awarded degrees 
to Fall 2020 graduates through 
a website with commence-
ment videos available on Sat-
urday, Dec. 12. Each graduate 
received a “commencement-
in-a-box” package including 
a printed commencement 

program, a diploma holder 
and other gifts.

Area graduates include 
Colin Varley, Adrian, Bachelor 
of Science in social studies 
teaching, magna cum laude; 
and Sierra Wieneke, Bach-
elor of Science in psychology, 
summa cum laude.

Wendland graduates from MSU Moorhead
emonies will be live-streamed 
on Dec. 17 and 18 at 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. at https://www.mnstate.
edu/registrar/graduation/

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o 
graduates may be tweeted to 
#MSUM2020.
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Regular wellness visits with a primary care 
physician or provider at Sanford Health 
can lead to better overall health. Better 
health care starts with a provider who’s 
a familiar face. Someone who actually 
knows you and understands your 
concerns and your goals. 

We’re here before you need us. We’re 
here when you need us. We’re here 
after you need us. 

sanfordhealth.org

YOU DON’T NEED 
TO FEEL SICK
TO FEEL BETTER.

“Everything had to 
be cooked, because they 
thought maybe there was 
something in those fresh 
fruits and vegetables,” Mann 
said.

‘A shock to the whole 
community’

By 1946 the general 
consensus was that one out 
of every 10 cases involving 
minors, one died. “It was 
a tragic thing all over the 
United States,” Mann said.

Then, in August of 1946, 
Mann lost her good friend 
Audrey Schlapkohl to polio. 

“She was just a year 
ahead of me in school,” 
Mann recalled. 

“She had spent her first 
year at USD, and then in 
the summer she was at 
home in Luverne working 
at the coffee house. … Very 
suddenly she got sick and 
died. It was a shock to the 
whole community.”

Following that, 13 more 
people died in 1946 and 66 
became ill, many of them 
children and young adults, 
and often both children and 
their mothers were ill at the 
same time.

By the 1950s polio was 
striking more than 40,000 
people per year nationwide. 

“In 1951 there were 
no cases in Rock County 
and everyone was very 
encouraged that year,” Mann 
said. “But all the poster 
children were wearing leg 
braces and crutches.”

By March of 1953, they 
were very close to finding 
a vaccine, and “Mothers’ 
Marches” were organized. 

“The mothers would 
ring doorbells,” Mann 
said. “If you left your light 
on, the mothers marched 
around Luverne and asked 
for donations. Then they 
canvassed businesses 
downtown.”

Story of survival
Mann told the story of 

Maurice Fitzer, who survived 
a close call with polio.

He was 26 years old, and 
he and his wife, Helen, had 
a son.

That summer he had 
been working on the 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Hills with the 
Hills Electric crew.

“It was very, very 
hot, over 96 degrees, and 
Maurice wasn’t feeling well,” 
Mann said “They discovered 
he had polio.”

Incidentally, his 
brother-in-law Leonard 
Stine also had polio, as did 
Mrs. Curt Maxwell, Margaret 
Winter and Ray Husen.

As Mann told the story 

of Fitzer’s polio, she said 
he got sick the day of the 
church dedication in Hills.

“His back started 
hurting him, so he went 
to Dr. Martin, who sent 
him to McKennan  where 
they took a spinal tap,” 
Mann said. “There was no 
doubt that it was polio.”

Fitzer remembered 
that he was wrapped in 
hot, moist blankets to 
keep his muscles from 

surrounded by a rich and productive 
agricultural country, Kenneth enters 
the list of Rock county towns with ev-
ery promise of growth and prosperity. 
Where one year ago was but a fertile 
field are now two well stocked general 
merchandise stores, a hardware store, 
a commodious hotel, a lumber yard, 
a blacksmith shop, three elevators, 
livery stable, restaurant, two dray 
lines, farm machinery and implement 
business—all housed in handsome 
and substantial buildings.
	 There was a marked and 
steady growth throughout the 
whole of 1901. The population 
of the village had reached 
a point where the erection 
of a commodious two-story 
school building became ad-
visable and the building was 
completed late in the year. The 
business interests of the young 
town continued to prosper, 
and a number of enterprises 
were added. Among these was 
a bank, an institution much 
desired. The bank opened 
for business July 1 in the A. 
D. Parker building, with Mr. 
Parker in charge. In September 
the town was supplied with a 
physician. Dr. Van Krevelen, 
formerly of Holland, moved 
to Kenneth and opened a drug 
store which he conducted in 

connection with his practice. 
A number of new business 
buildings were brought to 
completion during the season 
of 1901.
	 The question of the incor-
poration of Kenneth became 
an issue in 1902. The substan-
tial and increasing growth of 
the town, together with the 
splendid material advance-
ment that it had been privi-
leged to enjoy during the short 
time of its existence, seemed 
in the eyes of the town’s busi-
ness men to justify the desire 
to assume the privileges and 
obligations of local self gov-
ernment. Several obstacles 
confronted the promoters of 
the plan for incorporating. It 
was found necessary to extend 
the bounds of the proposed 
corporation for a number of 
miles in each direction from 
the village in order to secure 
the population required by law 
before any village is entitled to 
form itself into an indepen-
dent municipality. There was 
considerable opposition to the 
scheme, especially by many 
farmers whose lands it was 
proposed to include within 
the corporation. A petition 
signed by A. D. Parker and 

Bits/continued from page 6A
thirty-seven others, asking for 
the incorporation of Kenneth, 
was presented to the board of 
county commissioners and 
was considered by that body 
at its regular meeting on De-
cember 19, 1902. A petition 
of remonstrance signed by 
B. Halverson and seventeen 
others was submitted to the 
commissioners on the same 
occasion, and the matter 
was brought to a focus. Both 
sides to the controversy were 
represented by authorized rep-
resentatives and arguments 
for and against incorporation 
were made. The board ordered 
that the petition be referred 
to the county attorney for his 
opinion as to its legality, espe-
cially in regard to the quantity 
of territory which had been 
included.

	 The story of the village of 
Kenneth will continue in the Dec. 
24 edition of the Star Herald.
	 Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society can be 
sent to the Rock County Histori-
cal Society, 312 E. Main Street, 
Luverne, MN 56156.

Mann welcomes correspon-
dence sent to mannmade@
iw.net.

Pandemic affected the entire country/continued from page 6A
tightening up, but ended up 
being paralyzed, all but his 
arms. 

He was able to go 
home from the hospital for 
Christmas but continued 
physical therapy three days 
a week. Insurance helped 
with medical expenses.

“He hired help for the 
chores, and neighbors 
helped them,” Mann said. “

After three summers he 
finally got stronger and was 
finally able to work on his 
own. … He wore braces all 
the rest of his life. At the end 
of his life, he suffered from 
what they call post-polio 
syndrome.”

To add insult to injury, 
Mann said the Fitzer family 
was avoided like the plague. 

“I thought this was so 
interesting,” Mann said. 

“People walked on the other 
side of the street when they 
saw him coming. They were 
afraid they might get it.”

Raising money for a cure
Mann said in1953 

there was a rabbit hunt that 
brought in 40 cents apiece.

“Jack rabbits were quite 
prevalent at this time,” she 
said. “We don’t ever see 
them anymore. They had 
very large back feet and 
were doing a lot of damage 
to the crops.”

School children made 
cards with little slots that a 
dime would fit into. 

“When you got all the 
little holes filled with dimes, 
you donated it to the polio 
fund,” Mann said.

In 1954 there were 
Mothers Marches and many 
fundraising events, and in 
1954 the polio vaccine was 
discovered.

“In 1955 students were 
given shots in schools,” 
Mann said.  “The national 
foundation funded the first 
shots in schools. The shots 
were given in the upper arm. 
A second was given a week 
later followed by a third shot 
later.”

Mann said her research 
ended in January 1957 with 
an article that said they 
hoped that “… this was likely 
the last time raising money 
for the March of Dimes.”

There is currently no 
vaccine or medicine ap-
proved to prevent the virus. 
For those recovering from 
Covid-19 at home, treat-
ment is aimed at helping the 
body’s immune system fight 
the virus. This is known as 
supportive care. 

Sanford Luverne is en-
couraging the public to learn 
the basics of supportive 
care, and the organization 
has released the following 
information.

Get rest. This helps your 
body fight the illness.

Stay hydrated.   Drink-
ing liquids is the best way to 
prevent dehydration. Try to 
drink 6 to 8 glasses of liquids 
every day, or as advised by 
your provider. Also check 
with your provider about 
which fluids are best for 
you. Don’t drink fluids that 
contain caffeine or alcohol.

Take over-the-
counter medicine to ease 
pain and reduce fever. 
Follow your health care 
provider’s instructions for 
which OTC medicine to 
use.

If you’ve been in the 
hospital for suspected or 
confirmed COVID-19 and 
now are home, follow all 
of your health care team’s 
instructions. 

This will include 
when it’s OK to stop self-
isolation. You may also get 
instructions on position 
changes to help your 
breathing, such as lying 

on your belly (prone 
positioning).

If you’ve had 
confirmed COVID-19, 
your health care team 
may ask you to consider 
donating your plasma. 
This is called COVID-19 
convalescent plasma 
donation. 

Plasma from people 
fully recovered from 
COVID-19 may contain 
antibodies to help fight 
COVID-19 in people who 
are currently seriously ill 
with the disease. 

Experts don’t know 
the safety of COVID-19 
convalescent plasma or 
how well it works, but 
research continues. The 
FDA has approved it for 
emergency use in certain 
people with serious or life-
threatening COVID-19.

For those caring for 
a sick person at home, 
follow all instructions 
from health care staff: 
wash hands often, wear 
protective clothing, and 
make sure the sick person 
is masked.

If they can’t wear a 
mask, don’t stay in the 
same room with the person. 
If you must be in the same 
room, wear a face mask. 
When wearing a mask, 
make sure that it covers 
both the nose and mouth.

•Keep track of the sick 
person’s symptoms.

•Clean home surfaces 
often with disinfectant. 
This includes phones, 
kitchen counters, fridge 
door handle, bathroom 
surfaces, and others.

•Don’t let anyone 
share household items 
with the sick person. 
This includes eating and 
drinking tools, towels, 
sheets, or blankets.

•Clean fabrics and 
laundry thoroughly.

•Keep other people 
and pets away from the 
sick person.

Sanford Luverne 
offers guidance for 
self-care at home 

‘It was very, very hot,
over 96 degrees, and

Maurice (Fitzer) 
wasn’t feeling well.
They discovered he

had polio.’
— Betty Mann

about Fitzer who survived a 
close call with polio

while working on the
Bethlehem Lutheran

Church in Hills.

Rest, fluids, 
recommend

for those
recovering 

from COVID
on their

own
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Former Luverne Cardinal surges for the Golden Gophers 

By Brennen Rupp
The Minnesota Golden 

Gophers are off to one of 
their best season starts in 
program history. The top-
ranked team in the country 
has yet to trail in a game and 
owns an 8-0 record.

The 8-0 mark is the best 
start to the season for the 
Gophers since the 1987-88 
campaign.

Dating back to last 
season, the Gophers have 
won 10 straight games, the 
longest winning streak since 
1995-96. 

A big reason for the 
team’s fast start is the growth 
and development of the 
players within the program, 
according to Gophers’ assis-
tant coach Ben Gordon. 

“The biggest thing is the 
culture of our group coming 
together,” he said. “We got 
guys getting older and get-
ting more acclimated.”

One of those young 
players is former Luverne 
Cardinal Jaxon Nelson. 

As a Gophers freshman, 
Nelson played in 33 games 
and recorded six points. Now 
as a sophomore he’s finding 
his footing. 

“A year can make a huge 
difference in a young man’s 
life,” Gordon said. 

“He’s not the loudest, 
most outspoken guy, but you 
can tell he’s grown up. He’s 
comfortable right now. He 
feels comfortable and it’s 
showing in his play that he’s 
more confident.”

Nelson is on a three-
game point streak for the 
Gophers. In the last three 
games the sophomore has 
scored two goals and re-
corded one assist. 

“He’s playing with a 
group that we’ve dubbed the 
fourth line,” Gordon said. 

“I wouldn’t really call it 
that. We have all four lines 

Photo Courtesy University of Minnesota Athletics/1217 Jaxon
Luverne’s Jaxon Nelson has scored two goals in the past three games for the Minnesota Golden Gophers. The Gophers are 
currently 8-0, which marks the best start to a season for the Gophers since 1987-1988.

that can be dangerous. He’s 
been the driving factor on 
that line. He’s playing with 
Cullen Munson, who is a 
senior. He’s an older player. 
Nelson is doing a great job 
of setting the spark for the 
team.”

The success that Nelson 
is enjoying should come as 
no surprise. He’s enjoyed 
success at every level he’s 
played. 

In high school Nelson 
helped the Cardinals reach 
the state tournament in 2014.  

That state tournament berth 
was the first in program his-
tory for the Cardinals.

  Nelson finished his 
prep career with 290 career 
points, which ranks fifth all-
time in Minnesota State High 
School League history. His 

155 career goals is sixth most 
in MSHSL history. 

In 2016 he scored a state 
record 78 goals. 

During his time in the 
USHL Nelson played for the 
Sioux Falls Stampede and 
the Omaha Lancers. 

During the 2018-2019 
season with the Lancers, 
Nelson scored 19 goals.

All the success Nelson 
has enjoyed is a credit to the 
work that he puts into hon-
ing his craft. He said he spent 
this past offseason focused 
on developing into a player 
that can impact the game in 
a variety of ways.

“I just wanted to get bet-

ter in all aspects of my game,” 
Nelson said. “I was going 
to Sioux Falls three or four 
times a week and working 
out every day. I was putting 
in a lot of work. Hard work 
pays off.”

That hard work did not 
go unnoticed by the Go-
phers coaching staff. Gordon 
said that Nelson is handling 
everything the coaching staff 
throws at him.

“He’s growing up and 
he’s becoming more mature,” 
Gordon said. 

“He’s playing on power 
play, the penalty kill. I’m 
not sure he was ready to 
play that many minutes last 
season. Now he’s handling 
those responsibilities and 
he’s been a driving force for 
us.”

The 2020-2021 season 
marks the 100th season of 
Gophers hockey, and Nelson 
said every player has bought 
into what their role is on the 
team. 

“I think we’re just playing 
well as a team,” Nelson said. 

Winter sports season 
looks promising in Rock 

County
As it stands right now, 

the winter sports season for 
the Minnesota State High 
School League is scheduled 
to begin on Dec. 21. The first 
contests are scheduled to 
take place on Jan. 4. 

If and when the winter 
sports season starts, it should 
be an exciting one in Rock 
County. 

LSH Hockey
The Luverne girls’ hockey team is 

coming off a state tournament berth 
and finished the regular season with a 
20-4 record. 

The Cardinals will return four of 
the top five goal scorers from last year’s 
state tournament team. 

Kamryn Van Batavia led the 
Cardinals with 42 goals as a freshman. 
She’ll look to build off that success this 
season as a sophomore.

Reghan Bork finished with 17 goals. 
Rylee Gee had 14 goals and Roz Oye 
finished the season with 10 goals. 

With a strong group of players 
returning, the Cardinals will look to 
replicate the success they enjoyed last 
season. 

The Cardinal boys will return four 
seniors from a team that finished the 
regular season with a 15-10 record. 
They opened the section tournament 
with a 4-3 victory over Marshall but fell 
to Hutchinson 6-1 in the second round.

LHS Basketball
The Luverne girls’ basketball team 

reached the sub-section championship 
game for the first time in 40 years last 
season. 

The title game against Windom 
ended with the Eagles defeating the 
Cardinals 54-52 on a buzzer-beater. 

The Cardinals return a strong group 
of players from last year’s team that 
earned the  No. 1 seed. With the core of 
last season’s team back, the Cardinals 
could be in store for another special 
season in 2021.  

On the boys’ side of things, the 
Cardinals finished the basketball 
season with an 11-13 record. 

They return a number of key 
contributors from last season’s team, 
and they’ll look to get over the .500 mark 
in 2021. 

LHS Wrestling 
The Luverne wrestling team returns 

one member that earned Big South All-
Conference honors last season. Riley 
Cowell led the Cardinals in total wins 
last season and will look to build off that 
success as a senior. 

H-BC Basketball
The Hills-Beaver Creek girls’ 

basketball squad is coming off a season 
in which they claimed the Red Rock 
Conference title. 

They reached the sub-section 
championship where they fell to 
Southwest Minnesota Christian, 50-47.

The Patriots return three players 
that earned all-conference honors last 
season. Seniors,  Taryn Rauk and Abby 
Knobloch both earned all-conference 
honors. Junior, Kenadie Fick also earned 
all-conference honors last season.

The Patriot boys finished the 
2019-2020 season with an 8-15 record 
and will return a pair of varsity letter 
winners from last season’s team. 

Cousins Zander and Gavin Wysong 
will look to lead the Patriots over the 

.500 mark in 2021.
Wrapping Up 
I’m looking forward to hopefully 

bringing you winter sports coverage in 
2021. What that season will look like is a 
mystery to everybody. 

No matter what it looks like, 
hopefully it’s one that can start and 
finish with no interruptions.

Jaxon Nelson/page 10A

I consider myself a pretty 
die-hard outdoors man. I have 
been spending many late af-
ternoons chasing ringnecks 
across the southwest portion 
of the state. 

Populations in this part of 
the state are normally higher 
than elsewhere, but I don’t 
often see many other hunters.

That changed in the past 
few weeks. 

As I drove from one public 
ground to the next, it took me 
until about the fifth stop to find 
a Wildlife Management Area 
where there weren’t already 
hunters. It was Thanksgiving 
weekend and this was kind of 
expected. 

At one of those spots 
a conservation officer ap-
proached and asked to see my 
license. I was glad to show it to 
him although it took me more 
then a few minutes of rum-
maging around in my wallet 
past the Kansas license, my 
South Dakota license, next to 
my Nebraska license and fi-
nally to my Minnesota license. 

I knew I had it, but I was 
starting to sweat a little by the 
time I found it. 

I was looking for the light 
blue-colored vinyl one that 
you get when an electronic 
license seller location prints 
it off their machine. When I 
found it, it was white paper 
as I had purchased it online 
for the first time ever this year.

I asked him about what 
percentage of folks he checks 
end up with a warning or cita-
tion. I was pleasantly surprised 
when he was seeing violations 
in only about three or four out 
of 100 hunters or fisherman 
checked. 

There has been lots of 
news recently about a huge 
bust that gathered up over 100 
people that had participated in 

the illegal taking of game. 
This investigation took many 
months and roped in a few dif-

Hunters: Follow the rules 

fer-
ent TV personalities who had 
their own shows. 

All of the violations ended 
up with thousands of dollars 
in fines and restitution.  They 
also suspended the hunting 
privileges of many well-known 
folks. There was a bunch of 
equipment confiscation as 
well.  All of these centered 
around one big outfitter across 
several different states.

There is a piece of federal 
legislation called the Lacey Act 
that covers the illegal sale and 
transport of not only animals 
and animal parts but also en-
dangered plants as well. It is 
one of the few regulations that 
actually has some teeth to it. 

To me the Lacey Act is 
the game and fish equivalent 
to the RICO statutes for Rack-
eteer Influenced and Corrupt 
Organizations crimes. I am 
all for “lock ’em up and throw 
away the keys” for those who 
think the game and fish rules 
don’t apply to them.

I am referring to gross 
violations, not one or two 
fish over your limit, although 
someone with 50 fish over their 
limit should pay a fine large 
enough that it would actually 
keep them from being able to 
afford bait for a year.

Many states have reci-
procity agreements with Min-
nesota regarding game and 
fish violations. If you get your 
hunting or fishing privileges 
revoked in one state, they 
are then automatically also 
revoked in all of the other 
states who are parties in this 

reciprocity agreement.
When I hear people tell 

stories that they harvested 
many times the number of 
ducks or pheasants, or caught 
100 times more fish than other 
anglers or hunters of their ex-
perience level, I would often 
say to myself that these folks 
are not using all of the legal 
methods I use. 

One winter it was a strug-
gle to catch fish on a river near 
my home. There were three 
other guys who had caught 
over 100 in just a few days. 

After a few months it came 
out that they were caught us-
ing about 60 tip ups per person. 
The limit in Minnesota is two 
tip ups per angler.

It only made sense that 
they would catch a lot more 
fish than my two tip-ups could.

When you hear of these 
stories of superstar outdoors 
people, remember, there 
certainly are great fishers and 
hunters, many that will far 
exceed my prowess level, but 
in some of those cases they are 
just playing by different rules.

Hunting and fishing can 
be challenging endeavors. It 
should be, but remember, it’s 
more about having a quality 
outing than the number of any 
species you pursue.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is 
a habitat conservationist, avid 
hunting and fishing enthusi-
ast and is president of Nobles 
County Pheasants Forever. 

LHS grad Jaxon Nelson enjoying strong start in his sophomore season at University of Minnesota

“A year can make a huge difference in a young man’s life. 
He’s not the loudest, most outspoken guy, but you can tell he’s 

grown up. He’s comfortable right now. He feels comfortable 
and it’s showing in his play that he’s more confident.” 

— Gophers Assistant Coach, Ben Gordon. 

“My line is just 
playing well right 

now. We were 
out in Michigan 

for those four 
games and we just 
played really well. 
We just grinded 
down on teams 
and made it re-

ally hard to play 
against us.”

- Jaxon Nelson

Rupp’s 
Rants

 By Brennen Rupp, reporter

The

Outdoors

 By Scott Rall, columnist
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“I think everyone 
bought in. We all are play-
ing for each other. Every-
one’s blocking shots and 
taking a hit. Everybody is 
making plays. We’re just 
playing unselfish right now.”

The Gophers recently 
wrapped up the first half 
of their season by sweep-
ing Michigan State and 
the fifth-ranked Michigan 
Wolverines. 

During the first game 
against Michigan State, 
Nelson won seven out of 10 
faceoffs. 

In the second game 
against the Spartans, Nel-
son scored his first goal of 
the season. Nelson’s goal 
was in the first period and 
put the Gophers up 2-0 en 
route to their 4-2 victory. 

In the series opener 
against the Wolverines, Nel-
son tallied an assist as the 
Gophers defeated Michigan 

The Hills-Beaver Creek 2020 Christmas Tree is 
dedicated to the 2020 H-BC football team. The 
Patriots were recently named the Associated Press 
State Champions in Nine-Man. The tree was put 
together by Ms. Oftedahl’s students. 

Luverne High School
Honor Roll

Quarter 1
A Honor Roll

S e n i o r s :  R u s s e l l 
Aanenson, Zachary Ahrendt, 
Kaitlyn Anderson, Peter 
Bau st i a n ,  Et ha n  B e ye r, 
Simon Boyenga,  X avier 
Carbonneau, Ethan Curtiss, 
Rachel DenHerder, Jonathan 
Dolo, Regan Feit, Rylee Gee, 
Dyllon Gehrke, Josephine 
Golla, Benjamin Jarchow, 
Elise Jarchow, Elisabeth Kelm, 
Shelby Kracht, Alex Mann, 
John Miller, Autumn Nath, 
Carlton Oftedahl, Rozilyn 
Oye, Sadie Reisdorfer, Ainslie 
Robinson, Genevieve Rolfs, 
Jayson Rops, Brynn Thier, 
Solveig Tofteland, McKenzie 
VanGrootheest, Lauren Ver 
Steeg, Cade Wenninger, Leah 
Wynia, Gracie Zewiske.

Juniors: Trista Baustian, 
Seth Bose, Kendall Buss, Billi 
Connell, Pierce Cunningham, 
Elise Ferrell, Trygve Gangestad, 
Jacob Hansen, Kayetlin 
Huiskes, Olivia Huisman, 
Griffen Jarchow, Mary Opitz, 
Ethan Rahm, Kristin Rud, 

Grace Sandbulte, Madeleine 
Schmuck, Cheyenne Schutz, 
Casey Sehr, Jacey Smith, Macy 
Stratton, Hope Thorson, Luke 
Thorson, Chance Tunnissen, 
Brooklyn Ver Steeg, Mia 
Wenzel, Olivia Wieneke.

Sophomores : Abigail 
Anderson, Josie Anderson, 
R o s s  B e r g m a n ,  E m m a 
Beyer, Brady Bork, Parker 
C a r b o n n e a u ,  Z a c h a r y 
DeBoer, Egypt Forrest, Jadyn 
Hart, Jocelyn Hart, Tori 
Hemme, Camden Hoven, 
Grace Ingebretsen, Camden 
Janiszeski, Anja Jarchow, 
Katharine Kelm, Isabella 
Lanoue, Reese Louwagie, 
Jo c e l y n n  Ma n n ,  L a c e y 
Morseman, Ethan Nath, 
Mallory Nelson, Carly Olson, 
Logan Ommen, Isabella 
Oye, Joseph Remme, Alyia 
Renken, Travis Schempp, 
Averill Sehr, Ryenn Stegenga, 
Cedar Viessman, Mallory 
Von Tersch, Ava Vortherms, 
Christina Wagner, Elizabeth 
Wagner.

F r e s h m e n :  M o r g a n 
Ahrendt, Tyler Arends, Zoey 
Berghorst, Kayla Bloemendaal, 
Brynn Boyenga, Kai Buss, 
Cassandra Chesley, Jenna 

DeBates, Elle Halverson, 
He n r y  Ha r t q u i s t ,  Ju l i a 
Hoogland, Kira John, Patrick 
Kroski, Emma Lusty, Jacob 
Madison, Makena Nelson, Tori 
Serie, Elizabeth Smidt, Sarah 
Stegenga, Zachary Terrio, 
Perceyis Trierweiler.

Quarter 1
B Honor Roll

Seniors: Cooper Arends, 
Rebecca Austin, Anna Boltjes, 
Brennan Brecher, Trinity 
Carson, Bailey Cowell, Ann 
Dara, Tyler de Cesare, Matthaus 
Dobbe, Justin Dohlmann, 
Isaac Eidem, Cassie Flanagan, 
Mia Halverson, Emma Hinz, 
Gretchen Jacobsma, Blake 
Koffron,  Camron Kopp, 
Anthony Kramer, Hailey Kruger, 
Destiny Matthiesen, Nathan 
Meeker, Jaime Palmquist, 
Katlin Petronek, Hunter 
Sandbulte, Paige Sandbulte, 
Shaid Shearer, LaShad Smith, 
Eric Somnis, Nathan Spillman-
Lindsley, Ethan Teunissen.

Juniors: Hunter Ahrendt, 
Rylee Anderson, Christopher 
Aning, Jase Arp, Brandon 
Berghorst,  Luke Bosch, 
Nathaniel Cole-Kraty, Kyle 
Ferguson, Jordan Friedrichsen, 

Morgan Gonnerman, Burke 
Johnson, Kyle Kephart, Zachary 
Kruse, Jamie McCarthy, Trissa 
Morseman, Chase Overgaard, 
Eli Radtke, Jonathan Saarloos, 
Ashton Sandbulte, Lacey 
Sasker, Alenya Sayavong, 
Colin Schoeneman, Brenn 
Siebenahler, Macie Swenson, 
Tanner Terrio.

Sophomores: Gannon 
Ahrendt, Justis Ahrendt, 
Mariam Alinizi, Avarie Brecher, 
Sarah Gehrke, Andy Halverson, 
Lauren Hansen, Tiana Lais, 
Cole Mann, Priscilla Muehr, 
Austin Ossefoort, Mason 
Smith, Riley Sneller, Carsen 
Tofteland, Harrison Uithoven, 
Kamryn Van Batavia, Kaylee 
Vorhees, Ryan Vos.

F r e s h m e n :  T u c k e r 
Banck, Anika Boll, Hailey 
Boll, Abby Boltjes, Morgan 
Bonnett, Conner Connell, 
Sarah de Cesare,  Elliot 
Domagala, Brendan Eidem, 
Ryan Fick, Michael Halsne, 
Uriel Hernandez, Izabel 
Honerman, Addison Huiskes, 
Ava Loosbrock, Joelia Lopez-
Bomstad, Tyler Rolfs, Dennie 
Sandbulte, Sawyer Sasker, 
Mitchell Sauer, Will Serie, 
Kiesli Smith.   

H-BC High School
Honor Roll

Quarter 1
A Honor Roll

Seniors: Tyson Bork, Annie 
Bos, Chase Bosch, Thomas 
Dysthe, Calvin Erickson, 
Hannah Fick, Ethan Gray, 
Ashlee Kelderman, Kathleen 
Kiers, Seth Klarenbeek, Abby 
Knobloch, Emilee Kodet, 
Allison LaRock, Taryn Rauk, 
Jacob Sheppard, Lauren Tatge, 
Brandon Taubert, Avery Vis, 
Zander Wysong.

Juniors: Austin Allen, 
Jacob Axness, Taylor Durst, 
Ke na d i e  Fi ck ,  Da n e t t e 
Leenderts, Samantha Moser, 

Tara Paulsen, Liam Raymon, 
Tess Van Maanen.

Sophomores :  Devon 
Dysthe, Jenifer Martinyuk, 
Brayden Metzger, Amallia 
Ternus.

F r e s h m e n :  G r a c e 
Anderson, Sylvia Fick, Taylor 
Gehrke, Ty Leuthold, Brynn 
Rauk, Larissa Steinhoff.

Eighth: Gracie Fagerness, 
Jackson Gacke, Lukas Hubbard, 
Michael Martinyuk, Mazzi 
Moore, Jack Moser, Kadence 
Rozeboom, Bailey Spykerboer, 
Rebekah Swenson, Amber 
Wiersema, Gracie Wilhelmi, 
Ava Zomer. 

Seventh: Micah Bush, 
Claire Knobloch, Abigayl 

Olson, Ella Sammons.

Quarter 3
B Honor Roll

Seniors: Tryce Bennett, 
Ad r i e n n e  B o l t j e s,  To r y 
Knobloch, Abbigail Olson, 
Dewell Rauk, Jacey Vanden 
Hoek, Gavin Wysong.

Juniors: Cole Baker, Troy 
Durst, Leeanna Gaugler, 
Andrew Harris, Ethan Kruger, 
Donavon Leenderts, Drew 
Leenderts, Daniel Martinyuk, 
Dallas Page, Mackenzie Voss.

Sophomores: Olivia Bork, 
Cody Moser, Aspen Shimp, 
Joshua Wiersema.

Freshmen: Layla Deelstra, 

Lanae Elbers, Cooper Gehrke, 
Kyler Hartz, Aiden Kerkhove-
Brandt, Tahliya  Kruger, Justin 
Roelfs, Avril Susie, Olivia Susie, 
Riley Tatge.

Eighth: Cameron Allen, 
Beau Bakken, Isabella DeBoer, 
Blake L e ender ts,  Harl i 
Rozeboom, Talon Steensma, 
Johnathan Tiesler.

Seventh: Callum Bartels, 
Ally Birger, Mya Erickson, Jack 
Kruger, Gavyn Leuthold, Jamin 
Metzger, Austyn Pap, Mason 
Shaffner, Joshua Ternus, Jacob 
Tiesler, Nate Van Maanen, 
Gavin Voss, Eduardo Wegener.

Area schools release honor rolls 

Photo Courtesy University of Minnesota Athletics/1217 Jaxon
Luverne’s Jaxon Nelson celebrates after a Gophers goal. The 
former Luverne Cardinal has scored two goals in the last three 
games for the Golden Gophers.
3-1. 

Nelson scored his sec-
ond goal of the season dur-
ing Minnesota’s 4-0 series 

finale victory over Michigan. 
Nelson credits his line-

mates for his recent success. 
“My line is just playing 

well right now,” Nelson said. 
“We were out in Michigan 
for those four games and we 
just played really well. We 
just grinded down on teams 
and made it really hard to 
play against us.”

Amid a season with so 
many unknowns due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Gophers remain focused.

“We are taking one game 
at a time and one day at 
a time,” Nelson said. “We 
don’t even know our sched-
ule for when we get back 
after Christmas.”

The Gophers may not 
know which team they play 
in their next game. For Nel-
son, he’s focused on control-
ling what he can control.

My goal is to keep play-
ing at a high level,” Nelson 
said. “I just want to continue 
to make an impact on the 
game each time I’m on the 
ice.”

Jaxon Nelson off to strong start/continued from page 9A

Metzger named 
Coach of the Year

By Brennen Rupp
Hills-Beaver Creek’s 

football coach, Rex 
Metzger was named Dis-
trict Coach of the Year for 
the 2020 season. 

Metzger coached the 
Patriots to a perfect 7-0 
season. 

The Patriots ended 
the 2020 season with a 
section championship 
victory over Mountain 
Lake Area. 

The Patriots were 
recently awarded the 
Associated Press nine-
man state champions.

Photo Credit Mavis Fodness/1217 H-BC tree

H-BC Christmas Tree



  Rock County Star Herald  December 17, 2020  Page 11A

808 South Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-283-2381  www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail: buffalo@iw.net

McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring

Luverne, MN    Phone 507-283-4716

303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN

Phone 507-283-2379

SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
Magnolia

Kenneth
Kanaranzi

              204 E. Main • Luverne, MN
            507-283-9769

Viking & White Sewing Machines & Sergers - Sales & Service

Bruce’s Electric
residential, commercial and farm wiring

Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor

1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
506 W. Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN

PHONE 507-283-4405
Church is Important - Please Attend!

Tuff Memorial Home,
Retirement Apartments

& Tuff Village
“A Home Where Residents SMILE”

Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3275

117 S. Spring, Luverne, MN

507-283-9549

Tollefson Publishing
117 W. Main

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2333

These Weekly Church
Page Messages are
contributed to God's

Work through the
Church and by these

concerned and
responsible citizens

& businesses:

“Let our family help your family”
Serving the Luverne and Surrounding Communities

• 116 E. Main St., Luverne 507-283-2366
• S. Hwy. 75, Luverne 507-283-9131

• Main St., Beaver Creek 507-673-2333
Member FDIC   www.minnwestbank.com

Tri-State Region

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

To Advertise 
Call 

283-2333

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

808 South Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-283-2381  www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail: buffalo@iw.net

McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring

Luverne, MN    Phone 507-283-4716

303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN

Phone 507-283-2379

SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
Magnolia

Kenneth
Kanaranzi

              204 E. Main • Luverne, MN
            507-283-9769

Viking & White Sewing Machines & Sergers - Sales & Service

Bruce’s Electric
residential, commercial and farm wiring

Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor

1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
506 W. Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN

PHONE 507-283-4405
Church is Important - Please Attend!

Tuff Memorial Home,
Retirement Apartments

& Tuff Village
“A Home Where Residents SMILE”

Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3275

117 S. Spring, Luverne, MN

507-283-9549

Tollefson Publishing
117 W. Main

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2333

These Weekly Church
Page Messages are
contributed to God's

Work through the
Church and by these

concerned and
responsible citizens

& businesses:

“Let our family help your family”
Serving the Luverne and Surrounding Communities

• 116 E. Main St., Luverne 507-283-2366
• S. Hwy. 75, Luverne 507-283-9131

• Main St., Beaver Creek 507-673-2333
Member FDIC   www.minnwestbank.com

Tri-State Region

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

To Advertise 
Call 

283-2333

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

808 South Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-283-2381  www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail: buffalo@iw.net

McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring

Luverne, MN    Phone 507-283-4716

303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN

Phone 507-283-2379

SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
Magnolia

Kenneth
Kanaranzi

              204 E. Main • Luverne, MN
            507-283-9769

Viking & White Sewing Machines & Sergers - Sales & Service

Bruce’s Electric
residential, commercial and farm wiring

Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor

1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
506 W. Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN

PHONE 507-283-4405
Church is Important - Please Attend!

Tuff Memorial Home,
Retirement Apartments

& Tuff Village
“A Home Where Residents SMILE”

Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3275

117 S. Spring, Luverne, MN

507-283-9549

Tollefson Publishing
117 W. Main

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2333

These Weekly Church
Page Messages are
contributed to God's

Work through the
Church and by these

concerned and
responsible citizens

& businesses:

“Let our family help your family”
Serving the Luverne and Surrounding Communities

• 116 E. Main St., Luverne 507-283-2366
• S. Hwy. 75, Luverne 507-283-9131

• Main St., Beaver Creek 507-673-2333
Member FDIC   www.minnwestbank.com

Tri-State Region

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

To Advertise 
Call 

283-2333

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

808 South Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-283-2381  www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail: buffalo@iw.net

McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring

Luverne, MN    Phone 507-283-4716

303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN

Phone 507-283-2379

SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
Magnolia

Kenneth
Kanaranzi

              204 E. Main • Luverne, MN
            507-283-9769

Viking & White Sewing Machines & Sergers - Sales & Service

Bruce’s Electric
residential, commercial and farm wiring

Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor

1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
506 W. Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN

PHONE 507-283-4405
Church is Important - Please Attend!

Tuff Memorial Home,
Retirement Apartments

& Tuff Village
“A Home Where Residents SMILE”

Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3275

117 S. Spring, Luverne, MN

507-283-9549

Tollefson Publishing
117 W. Main

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2333

These Weekly Church
Page Messages are
contributed to God's

Work through the
Church and by these

concerned and
responsible citizens

& businesses:

“Let our family help your family”
Serving the Luverne and Surrounding Communities

• 116 E. Main St., Luverne 507-283-2366
• S. Hwy. 75, Luverne 507-283-9131

• Main St., Beaver Creek 507-673-2333
Member FDIC   www.minnwestbank.com

Tri-State Region

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

To Advertise 
Call 

283-2333

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Read us online!

www.Star-Herald.com

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.

M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

LuverneANNOUNCER

507.449.6000 
Luverne, MN

bankwithssb.com
Member FDICTrust in Him

These weekly 
church page 

messages are 
contributed 

to God’s Work 
through the 
Church and 

by these 
concerned and 

responsible 
citizens & 

businesses:

Call Rick or Chantel to 
place your ad!

283-2333

PAPIK.COM
283-9171

Hills, MN  •  507-962-3275

110 E Main, Luverne   507-283-2379 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pipestone  •  Luverne  •  Lake Benton      Jasper  •  Tyler 
www.HartquistFuneral.com 

 

•

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131

www.minnwestbank.com • Member FDIC • MoneyLine 888-616 BANK

December 17, 2020 Page 11A

“Silent Night, Holy 
Night, all is calm …” We 
all know this beloved 
Christmas carol, and may 
have fond memories of 
singing it, likely with a lit 
candle in hand, seeing 
the faces of family and 
friends bathed in soft light, 
warm and snuggly at the 
end of the Christmas Eve 
worship service, before 
heading back out into the 
cold and snow to go back 
home.

But that’s not how the 
first Silent Night went. The 
story goes, the church in 
Oberndorf, Austria, had 
an organ. In 1818 there 
were mice who ate holes 
in the bellows used to 
make the organ work, 
and the organ couldn’t 
be repaired before the 
Christmas Eve service. 
The priest of the church, 
Father Joseph Mohr, had 
written a poem a couple of 
years earlier. He brought 
it to the church musi-
cian, Franz Gruber, who 
wrote a melody to go with 
the poem. The new carol 
was sung, accompanied 
by guitar, at the Christ-
mas Eve service, and it 
slowly gained popularity 
throughout the world.

The people who at-
tended that 1818 Christ-
mas Eve Mass didn’t 
expect to hear a new song 
that night; they expected 
organ and choir and all 
the usual traditions to 
continue. I bet some were 
angry, and some were 
disappointed. I bet some 
were wondering, and 
some thought it was a 
sweet little song. Nobody 
could have predicted 
that the song would be 
translated into over 300 
languages and still sung as 
a beloved Christmas carol 
over 200 years later!

This Christmas of 
2020 is similar to that 1818 
Christmas. Things are dif-
ferent here in Luverne this 
year. We have no bellows 
on our organs, and hope-
fully we don’t have hungry 
mice in our churches. But 
we do have a virus that is 
infecting our community 

and our world. Church 
worship services will 
likely look and sound a 
bit different, but Christ’s 
birth will still be cele-
brated. Some of the tradi-
tions may continue (such 
as the Live Nativity at 
Grace this Sunday), but 
others (such as children 
sitting on Santa’s lap) 
may not, due to safety 
concerns.

In 1818 the residents 
of Oberndorf, Austria, 
were faced with an 
unexpected dilemma. 
People were creative and 
worked around it. 

In 2020 the residents 
of Luverne are faced with 
an unexpected dilemma. 
People are being creative 
and are making plans to 
work around it.

But the one thing 
that IS still the same 
is Christ will come. 
Maybe his arrival will be 
remembered through 
a poem, about a silent 
night, where all is calm 
and bright. Maybe his 
arrival will be remem-
bered through watching 
a Christmas Eve service 
online, eating Christmas 
cookies and drinking hot 
chocolate with your fam-
ily in your living room.

However this 
Christmas looks, Christ 
will be here. Emmanuel, 
God With Us. O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel!

O Come,
O Come,

Emmanuel

Built on

a Rock

By Pastor Ann Zastrow
Grace Lutheran Church

Luverne

This
Christmas
of 2020 is
similar to
that 1818 
Christmas. 

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Public mass will be celebrated with a limit of 50 percent capacity of the 
church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m. Friday and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. 
No mass, communion service or rosary at care centers at this time. 5 
p.m. Saturdays and 8:30 a.m. mass will be live streamed on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Visit www.stscl.org for 
more information.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
We are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page 
at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Send him a friend request if you’re not con-
nected. You may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our 
services are on local cable TV at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursdays. In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 
124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Face-
book Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ann Zastrow, Pastor

Saturday, Dec. 19: 5:30 p.m. Worship service with Communion. In-person 
worship service in Sanctuary. Sunday, Dec. 20: 9 a.m. Worship service 
with Communion. 9:15-9:45 a.m. Drive-thru Communion. NO Sunday 
school. 10 a.m. Giving Tree delivery. 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom. 4-7 p.m. Drive-thru Live Nativity. Tuesday, Dec. 22: 9 a.m. Staff 
meeting. Wednesday, Dec 23: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Study. 12 Noon Regis-
tration deadline for Christmas Eve services. Online, TV and Radio Worship 
options are still available. Online Sundays 9 a.m. on the church website 
www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go directly to our Facebook 
page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 will air our 
worship service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at 10 a.m. – NEW 
TIME! Radio:  KQAD-AM Radio will air our worship service on Sundays at 
8:15 p.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sunday, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well. Monday, 
6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany Lutheran 
Church (Luverne). Also visit els.org with our sister churches for online wor-
ship opportunities.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. indoor service. Worship services are also broadcast 
on Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. 
DVD’s available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, fol-
low us on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Thursday, Dec. 17: 1-3 p.m. 5-6:30 p.m. Food Shelf curbside. Saturday, 
Dec. 19: 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Sunday Dec. 20: 9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school. 10:30 a.m. Worship service – SD In-house worship service — Ser-
vices held on radio and live on Facebook. YouTube will also have services 
posted. 4:30 p.m. Genesis to Revelation Bible Study with safe distancing. 
Monday, Dec. 21: 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Messenger deadline. Wednesday, 
Dec. 23: 1-3 p.m. Food Shelf curbside. 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Thursday, Dec. 
24: 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service in house and Livestream 
on Facebook. 5:30 p.m. Community Meal – pickup and delivery.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com
Jason Cunningham, Pastor

Worship services in-person and through Facebook Live Sunday 10:15 

The Star Herald reached out to churches for their worship information in the absence of in-person worship services, 
due to coronavirus social distancing. Those that responded are listed here. Those that would like to have

information posted here should call the Star Herald or email editor@star-herald.com.

a.m.* Our Facebook page can be found under First Presbyterian Church 
of Luverne. We are also on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 
6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Worship services Saturday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Limit is 75 people. 
Services will be available on the Vast channel 3 Sunday and online at the 
city website, cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Thursday 10 a.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom. 7 p.m. Sunday 
10:15 a.m. worship service viewed live on First Presbyterian Church 
Facebook page. Tuesday 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. worship service on VAST 
and Mediacom. 

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Sunday, Dec. 20: 10 a.m. Worship service at Bethlehem. 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school Christmas program (church basement). Worship will be 
streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills, Sunday morning at 10:30 
a.m. You can find more info on our website blchills.org. 6 p.m. 8th-9th 
grade Confirmation. Tuesday, Dec. 22: 2 p.m. Bible study at Tuff Home; 
2:30 p.m. Bible study at Village. Thursday, Dec. 24: 10 a.m. Tuff. 10:30 
a.m. Village Christmas Service. 3 and 5 p.m. Bethlehem Christmas ser-
vices.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
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 Big Top Tents and 
Events

assumes name
MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
	 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 

City of Luverne seeks 
bids by Jan. 19

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
	 Sealed bids will be received by the City of Luverne of Rock County, Minnesota for the complete construction for the 
proposed addition and renovations for Luverne Aquatics & Fitness Center until 2:00 p.m., local time on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19, 2021. The bid letting will be held in the City of Luverne Council Chambers, 305 E Luverne St, Luverne, MN 56156. 
	 A pre-bid meeting will be held Tuesday, December 22 at 10:00 a.m., local time at the Luverne Aquatics and Fit-
ness Center, 802 N Blue Mound Ave, Luverne, MN 56156.   If COVID restrictions are in place, the meeting will be held 
virtually and Contractors will need to contact Sam Honerman at (507) 449-5036 to schedule a time to tour the building.
C o p i e s  o f  t h e  P l a n s  a n d  S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  e l e c t r o n i c a l -
l y  ( p d f  f o r m a t ) .  T e c h n i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  C O - O P  A r c h i t e c t u r e , 
LLC, Sioux Falls, South Dakota at 605-334-9999 or justin@co-oparch.com.
	 Bids shall be submitted to the City of Luverne in a sealed envelope with the name and address of the bidder clearly 
identified on the envelope and the words “Bid for Luverne Aquatics & Fitness Center”. All bidders shall take note of the AIA 
Document A701 “Instructions to Bidders”, and the AIA Document A201 “General Conditions of the Contract for Construc-
tion”. Faxed bids will not be accepted; nor, will faxed bid adjustments be accepted. One combined bid will be accepted for 
complete construction (all general, mechanical, electrical, etc., material and labor) as required to provide a complete project. 
	 No bidder may withdraw a bid for 30 days following the bid opening without a written request explaining the cause of the withdrawal and without
written consent of the Owner after reviewing the cause. 
	 L i q u i d a t e d  d a m a g e s  s h a l l  b e  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  S e e  B i d  F o r m , 
Agreement for Construction and the General Conditions for details. 
	 T h e  Con t r a c t o r  a n d  a l l  s u b c o n t r a c t o r s  s h a l l  s u bm i t  t o  t h e  Owne r  a  s i g n e d  s t a t e -
men t  ve r i f y i ng  comp l i ance  w i t h  each  o f  t he  c r i t e r i a  desc r i bed  i n  t he  S t a t e  o f  M i nneso t a 
“Responsible Contractor” law as codified in Minnesota Statute section 16C.285. See the Instructions to Bidders for more details.
	 Each bid shall be accompanied by a certified check, a cashier’s check or draft certified or issued by a state or na-
tional bank, in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the total amount of the bid, payable to the City of Luverne; or in 
lieu thereof, bidder may furnish a bid bond in the amount of not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, such 
bond to be issued by a surety authorized to do business in the State of Minnesota and payable to the City of Luverne 
as a guarantee that such bidder will enter into a contract with the City for the work described in the bid and as specified.
	 The  C i t y  o f  L u ve r ne  r e se r ves  t he  r i g h t  t o  r e j e c t  a n y  pa r t  o f ,  o r  a l l  b i d s ,  a nd  t o 
waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

City of Luverne of Rock County, Minnesota 
John Call,

City Administrator
(12-17, 12-24)

 New Creation Community 
Church assumes name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
	 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
	 ASSUMED NAME: New Creation Community Church
	 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
	 575 County Highway 4, Beaver Creek, MN 56116 USA
	 NAMEHOLDER(S):
	 Name: New Creation Ministries, Inc.
	 Address: 575 County Highway 4, Beaver Creek, MN 56116 USA
	 	If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.
	 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document 
under oath. 
	 Signature : /s/ Kate Anderson
	 MAILING ADDRESS: 575 County Highway 4, Beaver Creek, MN 56116
	 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: kateaarn@gmail.com
	 PHONE NUMBER: None provided

(12-17, 12-24)

Ackerman probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of	                        Court File No.: 67-PR-20-273
Mary Ann Ackerman
	             Deceased 	                             NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON

PETITION FOR FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF
INTESTACY, DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP,

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on 01/04/2021, at
8:30 A.M., a hearing will be held in this Court at Rock County Courthouse, Luverne, 
Minnesota, for the adjudication of intestacy and determination of heirship of the De-
cedent, and for the appointment of Mary Brown, whose address is 714 N. Freeman, 
Luverne, MN 56156 as Personal Representative of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration. Any objections to the petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, 

Hengeveld probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  PROBATE COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of	                        Court File No.: 67-PR-20-282
Donald E. Hengeveld, a/k/a Donald Hengeveld
	             Deceased 	                           ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 

FORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE IN SUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ANCILLARY PROCEEDING

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 25th day of January, 2021, at
8:30 O'clock A.M., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock County Court-
house, Luverne, Minnesota, for the formal probate of an instrument purporting to be the 
will of the above name deceased, dated August 27, 2013, and for the appointment of 
Bonnie Hengeveld, whose address is 1000 S. Charlotte Circle, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota 57103-3004, as personal representative of the estate of the above named 
decedent in supervised administration, and that any objections thereto must be filed 
with the Court. That, if proper, and no objections are filed, said personal represen-
tative will be appointed to administer the estate, to collect all assets, pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon completion of the administration, the personal 
representative shall file a final account for the allowance and shall distribute the es-
tate to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.

	 Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said estate 
are required to present the same to said personal representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.

Dated: December 8, 2020	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
Douglas E. Eisma	 	 	
Attorney for Petitioner	 	 	
Eisma and Eisma	 	
130 East Main
Luverne, MN 56156	 	 	 (COURT SEAL)
(507) 283-4828
I. D. #158343         
	 	                                                                                                (12-17, 12-24)	
	

Kremin probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  PROBATE COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of	                        Court File No.: 67-PR-20-256
Alberta Mae Kremin, a/k/a/ Alberta Kremin,
	             Deceased 		    ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING

ON PETITION FOR ADJUDICATION OF
 INTESTACY, DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP
AND APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATOR IN

SUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 25th day of January, 2021, at
8:30 O'clock A.M., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock County Court-
house, Luverne, Minnesota, for the adjudication of intestacy and determination of heirship 
and for the appointment of Nicole Wilhelmi, whose address is 117 S. Dakota Street, Steen, 
Minnesota 56173, as administrator of the estate of the above named decedent in supervised 
administration, and that any objections thereto must be filed with the Court. That, if proper, 
and no objections are filed, said administrator will be appointed to administer the estate, 
to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real and 
personal property, and do all necessary acts for the estate. Upon completion of the admin-
istration, the administrators shall file a final account for the allowance and shall distribute 
the estate to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.

Dated: December 8, 2020	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
Paul A. Vis	 	 	
Attorney for Petitioner	 	 	 Court Administrator
Eisma and Eisma	 	
130 East Main
Luverne, MN 56156	 	 	 (COURT SEAL)
(507) 283-4828
I. D. #297550        
	 	                                                                                                (12-17, 12-24)	
	

(12-17, 12-21)

the Personal Representative will  be appointed with full power to administer the Estate, 
including the power to collect all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and ex-
penses, to sell real and personal property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate.

	 Notice is also given that (subject to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims against the Estate are required to present 
the claims to the Personal Representative or to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date of this Notice of the claims will be barred.

Dated: December 8, 2020	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
Attorney for Petitioner
Donald R. Klosterbuer
Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP
120 N. McKenzie, PO Box 538
Luverne, MN 56156
Attorney License No: 0056674
Telephone: (507) 283-9111
FAX: (507) 283-9113
Email: drklosterbuer@khlawmn.com        
	 	                                                                                                (12-17, 12-24)	
	

                                     Week of December 13, 2020             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 230+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT
TECHNOLOGY 

INTEGRATIONIST
Long Term Sub. New London-
Spicer Schools. MN licensure 
required. For more information, see 
w w w. n l s . k 1 2 . m n . u s / e m p l o y m e n t 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice 
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming 
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

ENJOY 100% 
GUARANTEED 

delivered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
4 free Pork Chops and 4 free chicken 
breasts. Order the Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic - only $129.99. Call 844/331-1614
and use code 66762CCP or visit 
w w w. o m a h a s t e a k s . c o m / d i n n e r 9 6

that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
	 ASSUMED NAME: Big Top Tents and Events
	 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
	 321 W. Hatting St., Luverne, MN 56156 USA
	 NAMEHOLDER(S):
	 Name: Big Top Tent Rentals, LLC
	 ADDRESS:
	 110 S. Minnesota Ave., PO Box 2700 Sioux Falls, SD 57101 USA
	 	If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.
	 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document 
under oath. 
	 Signature : /s/ Stacey Smidt
	 MAILING ADDRESS: None provided
	 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: stacey.smidt@gmail.com
	 PHONE NUMBER: None provided

(12-17, 12-24)

2021 MINNESOTA CITY SUMMARY BUDGET STATEMENT

The purpose of this Report is to provide summary 2021 budget information concerning the City 
of Luverne to interested citizens.  The budget is published in accordance with Minn. Stat. 

471.6965.  This budget is a summary document only; the complete budget may be examined at 
the Luverne City Office, 305 E. Luverne.  The council approved this budget on December 8, 

2021.

ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

2020 Budget 2021 Budget

Revenues
Property Taxes 2,060,990            2,260,920            
Tax Increments 66,400 71,700 
All Other Taxes (franchise, hotel/motel taxes, etc.) 585,400 588,000 
Special Assessments - - 
Licenses And Permits 80,555 67,954 
Federal Grants - 
State General Purpose Aid (LGA, Market Value credits) 1,484,551            1,516,952            
State Categorical Aid (State Fire Aid) 247,764 85,919 
Grants from County and Other Local Governments - - 
Charges For Services 701,200 712,980 
Fines and Forfeits 13,000 13,000 
Interest On Investments 69,400 39,520 
Miscellaneous Revenues 130,165 137,165 
TOTAL REVENUES 5,439,425            5,494,110            
Proceeds From Bond Sales - - 
Transfers From Other Funds (incl. Enterprise Funds) 1,856,865            2,126,000            
Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources 7,296,290            7,620,110            

Current Expenditures (Exclude Capital Outlay)
General Government (board, administration, etc.) 842,241 832,286 
Public Safety 1,321,405            1,396,375            
Public Works (Streets and Airport) 1,061,400            1,110,120            
Sanitation - - 
Health - - 
Culture and Recreation 1,216,385            1,379,800            
Conservation of Natural Resources 202,525 155,525 
Economic Development - - 
Miscellaneous Current Expenditures 183,960 125,940 
Total Current Expenditures 4,827,916            5,000,046            
Debt Service - Principal 312,966 217,966 
Interest and Fiscal Charges 22,188 18,486 
Streets & Highways Construction - - 
Capital Outlay 1,056,000            446,500
Transfers To Other Funds (incl. Enterprise Funds) 981,865 1,301,000            
Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 7,200,935            6,983,998            
Fund Balance
General Fund - Beginning Balance (January 1) 2,829,124            2,829,124            
General Fund - Ending Balance - (December 31) 2,829,124            2,829,124            
Increase (Decrease) in Fund Balance - - 
Other Items
Total property Tax Levy - All Funds 2,096,124            2,298,720            
Net Unrealized Gain or (Loss) from Investments for 2019 127,936 
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Apartment for rent: One-
bedroom, ground floor apart-
ment with garage. No pets; 
no smoking. 507-283-9720.

(tc)

Basement room for rent: All 
utilities paid; includes tv/in-
ternet; washer/dryer. $550 
rent. Please text 605-799-
6587 or call 605-749-2314.

(12.10-12-26)

For Rent in Luverne: Two-
bedroom apartment with 
central air, on-site laundry, 
includes water, heat and one-
stall garage. No smoking 
and no pets. 507-920-0406.

(12.12-12.31)

New Prairie Insulation of 
Beaver Creek has full time 
insulation installer positions 
available. Monday-Friday; 
Health insurance, vacation 
pay, holiday pay, retirement 
plan, bonus, opportunities; will 
train. Call 605-376-3006. (tc)

Great Plains Processing, 
Luverne has an opening
for an Operator/Packaging 
Tech to work Sunday - Thurs-
day 11 p.m.-7 a.m. Full benefits
package. Starting wage $18/
hour + Shift dif. WITH 
RAISE after 90 day review.
Fill out an application at 
301 S Walnut Ave, www.
gpp-co.com or email
h r @ g p p - c o . c o m

(12.3-12.19)

The family of Darrell Brown  
would like to thank you for 
your phone calls, memorial 
gifts and cards of sympathy 
following the passing of our 
dear husband, father, grand-
father and great-grandfather. 
Thanks to the Tuff Nursing 
Home and Sanford Hospital 
for all of his wonderful care.

Family of Darrell Brown
(12.12-12.17)

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get 
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE 
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

POST YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE
Visit www.Star-Herald.com and click on "Classifieds"

CLASSIFIEDS
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Kenneth community remembers loved ones

Greg and Connie VandeVelde hang an ornament for Greg’s 
late mother, Clare Vande Velde in Kenneth.

At left, Kenneth Mayor Keith Hoven addresses the crowd before the tree-lighting in the city’s park. 
Above, Kenneth resident Joyce Schelhaas takes in the evening with family and friends.

The tiny Kenneth community swelled to nearly 200 people Friday night for a tree lighting 
ceremony to honor and remember loved ones. This year has been emotionally hard on the 
Kenneth community with several residents passing away and with pandemic social distanc-

ing. To soothe the hurt, Kenneth Mayor Keith Hoven erected a Christmas tree inside the 
gazebo at the city park, and the community lighted the tree Friday in their memory.

						    
							       (Lori Sorenson photos) 
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101 Santa Claus Lane

North Pole, AK 99705

Santa Claus

Dear Santa,
I like toys a lot. I am good this year. 
How good you are. I love you Elf.
Your friend, 
Ellie Hoogland

Dear Santa,
I want 1 million dollars, a lamborghini, and a 
google of money. I am good this year.
Your friend,
Kullen Radisewitz-Schear

Dear Santa,
I have been good. And what I want for Christmas 
is a horse and a real baby. Santa can you take a 
picture of you? And if you don’t have a horse I 
will just stick with the picture. 
Your friend,
Kenzi Petersen

Dear Santa,
Give me a GoPro! I am ok.
Your friend,
Rocco Reisch

Dear Santa,
I want a woodworking kit. How is Rudolph? I 
was nice this year.
Your friend,
Jacob Bullerman

Dear Santa,
I want a Fairy Flier, the pink please.I have been good. 
Please give my puppy a toy. Please! Please! Please!
Your friend,
Gemma Zix

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I want a mini dirt bike. 
My mom wants a new car.
Your friend,
Chandler Papik

Dear Santa,
I’m really nice to my teacher this year. I want a 
slime kit for Christmas. My mom wants a Roomba 
for Christmas. Thank you! What is it like in the 
North Pole? Thank you!
Your friend,
Mollee Pick

Dear Santa,
I am very good. I want this for Christmas, a Nin-
tendo Switch. I want this for Bridget, my sister, a 
phone. I am so excited for you to get this! What 
is in your village?
Your friend,
Clara Sandager

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. What is it like in the 
North Pole? I want a Nerf gun for Christmas.
Your friend,
Liam Wolthuizen

Dear Santa, 
I have been good. I believe in you. I want a gold 
hockey stick. I want a rare Nerf gun.
Your friend,
Brecken Van Belle

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. How have the 
reindeer been? How have you been? Okay, now 
can I have Hot Wheels?
Your friend,
Levi Baker

Dear Santa,
How are you doing Santa? Can I please have a 
real phone, iphone 5. Thank you!
Your friend,
Erin Mongold

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. You should give 
my brother coal, he has been naughty. But for 
Christmas, I want an iphone.
Your friend,
Hannah Hess

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good. What is at the North Pole? What 
is your favorite snack? I would like a puppy.
Your friend,
Silas Dopheide

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. This year I want a Nerf 
gun. What’s it like at the North Pole? How many 
elves are there?
Your friend,
Joss Johnson

Dear Santa,
I have been good to my friend. I want the last 
piece to my LOL snowman. 
Your friend,
Athena DeBoer

Dear Santa,
I have been very good. I want a real puppy and 
two bones that say Tucker. You are the best. We 
love you Santa.
Your friend,
Lucy Knips

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. This is what I want for 
Christmas, a Nerf gun. I don’t have any questions 
but I have a lot of presents that I want. 
Your friend,
Bentley Leicher

From Luverne Elementary School
Second-graders
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312 East Main Street - Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2122 rcmuseum@gmail.com

www.rockcountyhistorical.com

Fill your stockings with unusual gifts

Dear Santa,
Please bring a Pokemon card deck for Hank because 
we both like Pokemon. How is Mrs. Claus? Please 
bring a good and fun Christmas for everyone 
because I don’t want anyone to go into Christmas 
without the Christmas spirit.
Sincerely, 
Josh Luitjens

Dear Santa,
Please give my mom a clean house because she 
wants to relax. You should be looking for the key 
on our door.
Sincerely,
Emery Vanderburg

Dear Santa,
Please bring Nevaeh a big teddy bear because she 
has been a good girl.  Please get my sister Sam 
some Pockies for Christmas please.
Sincerely, 
Kali Johnson

Dear Santa,
Please bring Bronly a toy manure tank because he 
has been wanting his own for a long time.  How 
is Tippy my elf doing?
Love,
Coyer Boyenga

Dear Santa,
Please bring Asher a gaming setup because he 
loves playing video games.  I have some questions.  
How many presents do you deliver in one night? 
I hope this Christmas Rudolph will guide your 
sleigh.  Merry Christmas!
Sincerely,
Elias Barron

Dear Santa,
Please bring Payton some Airpods because she 
always listens to music.  Do you like special cook-
ies? How is Rudolph doing? How is Mrs. Claus?
Sincerely,
Kendyl Behr

Dear Santa,
Please bring Evren a toy LOL doll because she does 
not have a lot.  Do the reindeer still like carrots?
A very good girl,
Eden Janiszeski

Dear Santa,
Please bring Nolan a hoverboard because he is nice. 
Thank you, you are nice. I like you, you are the best.
Sincerely,
Ava DeKam

Dear Santa,
Please bring Trenton some Airpods because we 
don’t want to hear his music at nighttime. How 
is Rudolph doing? I’ve heard songs about you.
Sincerely,
Madelynne Carson

Dear Santa,
Please bring my mom a new pen because all of the 
pens she has are old and don’t work out so good. 
She has been pretty good.
Sincerely,
Morgan McGuire

Dear Santa,
Please bring a Lego set for Cooper because he’s 
been good this year.  For my sister Lainey, please 
bring her a real cat.  My sister really likes cats.
Sincerely,
Tucker Thone

Dear Santa,
Please bring $1000 for Lucas, my mama, and 
Damion. Lucas would buy an Xbox 1. Mama 
would buy a new home. Damion would buy a 
Scooby Doo toy. How is Rudolph doing?
Love,
Cylus Nieman

Mrs. Laura Louwagie's second-graders write letters to Santa
Dear Santa,
Please bring Kyra an OMG doll because she has 
been asking for one. I’m going to put cookies and 
milk under the tree for you.
Sincerely,
Adrianna Spoonhour

Dear Santa,
Please bring Kalysa a cat because she really wants 
one. She also wants clothes. How are you doing?
Sincerely,
Kyra Kremin

Dear Santa,
Please bring Mavis a book because she always reads 
them a lot. She loves them. Can you get her one?
Love,
Hazel Mollberg

Dear Santa,
Please bring Zoey a phone, a Barbie Review set, 
a hoverboard, and LOL dolls. She’s never had 
one. I like you Santa. Please bring her the toys.
Love,
Honor Petersen

Dear Santa,
Please bring Mollee a Barbie because she loves 
Barbies a lot. What is your favorite kind of cookie?
Love,
Eddie Edstrom

Dear Santa, 
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Dear Santa,
Hi, how are you? Please bring my sister some 
pacifiers because we need more and she likes them. 
Love, 
Gianna Sowles

Dear Santa,
Please bring my mom a coffee cup because her 
favorite one broke. Santa, can you give some gifts 
too like a Nerf gun or Squishies.
Love,
Henry DePyper

Dear Santa,
Please bring my mom a new coffee cup. Mom 
deserves it. I want a baby Yoda.
Love,
Aidan Reese

Dear Santa,
Hi, how are you doing? Please bring me a ballerina 
Barbie.Thanks Santa. Oh and I want a ballerina 
Barbie because it has a skirt. Oh and my brother 
wants a Paw Patrol Ryders ATV.
Love,
Riley Van Belle

Dear Santa,
Hola Santa! Please bring Dad a car because he has 
been working hard making money for presents for 
Christmas. I’ll make cookies for you at Christmas. 
I know you love cookies. That’s why I’m making 
cookies for just you. I’m going to buy carrots for 
your reindeer. 
Love,
Amelia Lanoue

Dear Santa,
Please bring Riley nine Barbies because she likes 
them. And we can play with them. When she has 
no one to play with, she can pretend.
Love,
Emersyn Roos

Dear Santa,
Please bring Kane a Hoverboard because he wants 
one. James would like a table.
Love, 
David Waddington

Dear Santa,
Please bring my mom a necklace because she loves 
necklaces. Please bring my dad new socks.
Love,
Addisyn Lais

Dear Santa,
Please bring a snowglobe with two palm trees for 
my mom. How are you doing? I want a Hover-
board please!
Love, 
Aniyah Rivas

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa! My family needs a lot of stuff so can 
you bring a new cup for my dad. He broke his 
favorite cup. Can you get my mom cough drops? 
Can you get me a real desk? Please bring my sister 
a stuffed animal.
Love, 
Hunter Vander Vliet

Dear Santa,
Please bring Sienna an Elf on the Shelf because 
she would like it. And, for something for myself, 
I would like a Lego set.
Love, 
Alexis Wrigg

Dear Santa,
Can you get my friend Reese a ball gun for Christ-
mas? He did a lot of my chores with me. Can I 
get a Black Widow superhero toy?
Love, 
Kamdyn Chapa

Mrs. Laura Louwagie's second-graders write letters to Santa
Dear Santa,
Please bring my mom a ring and my dad a cup 
because they work hard. I want a OMG LOL doll.
Love, 
Summer Aning

Dear Santa,
Please bring my mom a thick blanket because my 
mom gets cold a lot. And, the picture by the milk 
and cookies is for you.
Love,
Harrison Ainsworth

Dear Santa,
Please bring my brother a dog because he plays 
with me. I saw you at the mall.
Love,
Eli Hernandez

Dear Santa,
Please bring my little sister some dinosaurs. Please 
bring my dog a bone. I really want some books.
Love,
Ashlyn Hemme

Dear Santa,
Please bring Eva a big toy because I love her!! 
Eva is the best dog in the world!! She loves me, 
and I love her too!!
Love,
Allie Johnson

Dear Santa,
Please bring Lily a bag of grain because we’re get-
ting low on grain for Mia. We need her in shape.
Love,
Seth Ehlers

Dear Santa,
Please bring Lucy a dog because she is so nice. 
She invites me over a lot.
Love,
Molly Hoogendoorn

312 East Main Street - Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2122 rcmuseum@gmail.com

www.rockcountyhistorical.com

Blessing 
of our 
past...

Stop in to 
see the 

nutcracker 
collection!
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Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. I helped my mom clean the 
basement. Santa, I really want a german shepard 
puppy. My mom needs a cover for her Apple watch. 
Merry Christmas! Santa, I will give you cookies and 
milk and carrots for your reindeer.
Love,
Willow Domagala

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. I have cleaned my toy room 
and I picked my toys up. I want LED lights please and 
can you get my friend Romi an australian shepard? I 
will leave cookies and milk and carrots.
Love,
Jaeva Evans

Dear Santa,
I’ve been a good boy this year. I helped my mom 
with the dishes and garbage. Can I have a dog? My 
brother wants a new bike.
Love,
Riley Hacker

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I have cleaned my laundry 
and did the laundry. I want an iPad and please bring 
my sister an American Girl doll. I will leave you milk 
and cookies.
Love,
Logan Kempema

Dear Santa,
I’ve been a good kid this year. I helped put the dishes 
away. So I would like it if you could give me a phone. 
Could you bring a LPS wolf for my cousin? Please 
and thank you a lot! I will leave an apple and some 
cookies for you. Hope you have a good 
Christmas.
Love,
Boston Groff

Dear Santa,
I have helped my grandma and I did my chores. Please 
bring my brother, Cash, Anti Venom and I want a 
Toxin. Merry Christmas.
Love,
Mason Apel

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. I’ve let the dogs out 
many times. I would like a nerf gun. Also, could 
you bring a knee brace for my grandma? Have a 
Merry Christmas!
Love,
Breckin Gallman

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good, and I cleaned my room. I really 
want a hover board. Can you bring my friend 
Tighly some friends to play with? I will leave you 
some milk and cookies.
Love,
Harper Hulstein

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year! I played with my fam-
ily. I would like a hover board. My mom wants 
some sunglasses because she lost hers. Have a 
Merry Christmas.
Love,
Jameson Drost

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. I have cleaned my room 
and I help with the laundry. I want a new watch 
and please give my sister a Barbie doll. I hope 
you like the milk and cookies.
Love,
Sydney Van Grootheest

Dear Santa,
I’ve been nice this year. I helped my mom with the 
dishes. I also cleaned the living room. Could you 
please bring me an electric scooter for Christmas? 
Can you bring Mrs. Bergan and Mrs. Chapa a 
scented candle? I will leave you some cookies. 
Please don’t forget about my dogs Lilly and Daisy. 
I hope you have a Merry Christmas!
Love,
Hadley Louwagie

Dear Santa,
I’ve been a good kid this year. I do my homework, 
I do the dishes, and I watch my brother and my 
cat when there is no adult home. Can I please 
have an iPhone seven for Christmas and for my 
cat a toy with a string or a ball. I can’t give you 
anything to eat or drink because my cat will get 
it. Merry Christmas!
Love,
Avery Van’tHof

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. I helped my brother 
clean his bedroom. Can I have an Adopt Me? 
Can you bring a monster truck for my brother?
Love,
Aurora Nettifee

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this year. I used nice 
words and I fed my cat. Can I please have a 
hamster? Can you bring a hoverboard for my 
sister? My family will leave something to eat 
on the flight and at my house too. 
Love,
Mila Rensink

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. I help my mom. I’ve 
been doing my homework, and I make my bed. 
Can you bring me a hoverboard? I hope you 
have a nice Christmas!
Love,
Emma Petersen

Dear Santa,
I have been good. I cleaned the bathroom. Can 
you bring me a toy phone and my dad would 
like a Nebraska cup. Merry Christmas!
Love,
Sophia Westra

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I was picking up 
the house yesterday. Can you bring my friend 
Honor a scrunchy and I would like a Barbie 
dream house. Merry Christmas!
Love,
DesiRae Miller-Goettig

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year.  I have cleaned my 
room and I’ve vacuumed it. I really want a 
toy of Mechagodzilla. My sister wants a Lego 
friends waterpark set. Also, I will leave you an 
apple so you don’t get coronavirus. I hope you 
like the apple. Have a Merry Christmas!
Love,
Sawyer Nath

Dear Santa,
I was good this year by listening to my mom 
sometimes. I help my friends at school. I want 
a Lego Minecraft set. I would like you to get 
my teacher something she will use every day.
Love,
Duane Stoel

Dear Santa, 
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Dear Santa, 

Merry          
             Christmas

from all of us at
STAR HERALD

Rock County &
Lori Sorenson, Jennifer Nelson, Deb Lusty, 

Brennen Rupp, Mavis Fodness, Rick Peterson, 
Chantel Connell, Danae Meinerts, Heather Johnson 

and Esther Frakes (not pictured)
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Dear Santa, 
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