
Page 1A  Rock County Star Herald  September 21, 2023

Luverne, MN  56156     USPS 468-040

Volume 148,  Number 38

www.star-herald.com
How to reach us

507-283-2333     PO Box 837
editor@star-herald.com   Luverne, MN 56156

Opinion              Page      4A	 Sports    	     1B
Obituaries	   Page      7A  	 Public notices    5B

7 28028 20389 9

Rock County’s oldest business, printing since 1873

$1.25

STAR HERALD
Thursday, September 21, 2023

H-BC Patriots take down Cedar Mountain 40-6 ... See page 1B

Lori Sorenson photo/0921 suicide walk group
Luverne City Council member and Luverne High School teacher Caroline Thorson addresses a group at the 
start of Saturday’s Out of the Darkness suicide awareness walk in Luverne City Park. The event attracted 
nearly 400 participants and raised $21,000 for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

By Lori Sorenson
Keeping the Rock County 

Sheriff’s Office at full staff re-
mains a struggle, according to 
Sheriff Evan Verbrugge.

He shared his quarterly 
report with Luverne City Council 
members at their Tuesday, Sept. 
12, meeting when he also reported 
difficulty keeping his department 
at full capacity.

“We just hired a new indi-
vidual who started yesterday, but 
in the meantime, we lost another 
deputy who went back to eastern 
Minnesota,” Verbrugge said. 

“So, we’re down one again.”
He said he’s in the process of 

hiring another dispatcher, which 
will bring the dispatch team to 
full staff by October.

“We’re hoping by the first of 

the year we’ll be at full staff, but 
this has just been the name of the 
game,” Verbrugge said about a 
revolving door of workers at the 
Law Enforcement Center.

Council member Dan Nath 
asked Verbrugge about the hiring 
pool of candidates who respond to 
job openings in Rock County law 
enforcement.

Verbrugge said there are 160 

to 190 law enforcement positions 
open in the state of Minnesota, 
and that doesn’t count 500 open 
positions in Minneapolis and 500 
in St. Paul departments.

Further exacerbating the 
staffing shortage, he said, is the 
fact that Alexandria Technical 
and Community College gradu-

By Lori Sorenson
Luverne City Council 

members took action at their 
Sept. 12 meeting to begin 
the process of paying for the 
Kids Rock! community child 
care center.

At Tuesday’s meeting 
they approved a resolution 
that sets a public hearing on 
proposed property tax abate-
ments.

The city will notify the 
school and county that tax 
abatement bonds will be is-
sued for the child care build-
ing renovation project.

 The actual bond sale is 
scheduled for Nov. 28, 2023, 
with bond proceeds being re-
ceived at the end of Decem-
ber 2023. 

Also on Tuesday the 
council approved a resolu-
tion establishing procedures 
relating to compliance with 
reimbursement bond regu-
lations under the internal 
revenue code.

The approval of this 
resolution allows the city to 

Board hosts 
cannabis 
hearing, sets 
ordinance

Nearly 400 walk for suicide prevention Saturday

By Lori Sorenson
Construction is underway on 

the Kwik Trip building on South 
Highway 75 in Luverne. 

The footprint will be 9,000 
square feet located on 2.88 acres 
just south of the Econo Lodge 
Hotel near the intersection of 
Highway 75 and Gabrielson Road.

The Luverne Kwik Trip will 
be open 24 hours per day, seven 
days a week, with 20 full-time 
employees.

The newer “Gen 3” design 
will be similar to the Kwik Trip 
in Windom and will include all 
the same amenities except a car 
wash.

The gas station convenience 
store is known for its fried chick-
en and take-home meals, and 
it also has vegetables and fresh 
meat for grilling, plus potatoes, 
bread and bakery items.

Kwik Trip has its own dairy, 
sweet goods and bread produc-
tion in La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
from where it distributes directly 

to more than 800 of its stores in 
the Upper Midwest.

In addition to standard 
convenience store merchandise 
and grocery items, Luverne’s 

Kwik Trip fuel pumps will have 
unleaded, premium and E-85 gas 
(no diesel).

The Luverne location is 
among several new Kwik Trip 

stores in the works, including one 
in Worthington and several in 
Sioux Falls.

Luverne’s store is expected to 
open January 2024.

By Mavis Fodness
Public use of cannabis is pro-

hibited in Rock County beginning 
Nov. 1, according to an ordinance 
adopted by county commission-
ers Tuesday morning.

No members of the public 
attended to speak or nor did they 
provide written  public comment 
at Tuesday’s hearing.

The ordinance prohibits 
cannabis or cannabis-derived 
product use in:

•public parks, trails, streets 
or sidewalk.

•any enclosed, indoor area 
used by the general public 
including but not limited to 
theaters, restaurants, bars, food 
establishments.

•places licensed to sell 
intoxicating liquor, wine or malt 
beverages.

•retail businesses.
•gyms.
•common areas in buildings.
•public shopping areas.
•auditoriums.
•arenas.
•schools.
•other places of public ac-

commodation.
Violation is a petty misde-

meanor with a fine up to $300 

By Lori Sorenson
Nearly 400 people circled 

the Luverne City Park Saturday 
morning for the third annual Out 
of the Darkness Suicide Walk.

“The walk was incredibly 
moving,” said Angela Nolz, who 
organized the event along with a 
team of volunteers and sponsors. 

The walk raises money for 
research to end and prevent 
suicide and to show community 
support for those who have lost 
loved ones to suicide or have 
struggled personally with suicide. 

Luverne City Council mem-
ber and Luverne High School 
teacher Caroline Thorson ad-
dressed the group at the start of 
the event.

“We have witnessed the strug-
gles of mental health conditions 
in our students, friends, family 
members and perhaps even our-
selves,” she said. “And we have 
seen tragedies surrounding these 
struggles. It’s real. It’s heart-
breaking. And it’s life-changing.”

She said that’s why events 
like the one Saturday morning 
are important to bring those 
struggles out of the darkness “to 
shine a light on brain health,” 
and to create a culture that’s 
smarter about brain health and 
more open about seeking treat-
ment.

 “Today as we walk next to 
our friends and family, I would 
also encourage you to walk with 
hope,” Thorson said, urging 

At left, Lavelle Bobrowsky, Bemidji, reads to her boys, Sammy (left) and David the “In My Heart Book” that 
Carson’s Cause distributes to teach children about feelings and brain health. At right, members of the Carson’s 
Cause team participate in the opening lap of the event in Luverne City Park Saturday morning. From left are 
Gracie Rozeboom, Lisa Pals, Lori Sorenson, Jonathan Ehde, Brittany Landwehr and David Duffy.

Scott Wessels photo

Cannabis use 
banned in public 
beginning Nov. 1

Event brings together, 
comforts people who 
are grieving and raises
$21,000 for AFSP

Out of the Darkness/see 8A Cannabis hearing/see page 5A

City Council
requests tax 
abatement 
for child 
care center

Luverne City Council/see 5A

Kwik Trip under construction, opening planned for January 2024

Sheriff’s Office plagued by revolving door of staff

Sheriff’s Office hiring/see 2A

Lori Sorenson photo/0921 kwik trip construction
Construction equipment gathers at the site of the future Kwik Trip on South Highway 75 on Thursday, Sept. 14.
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Community events

ated only 66 students from 
its law enforcement train-
ing center this year. 

“That’s about half of 
what they did 10 years ago,” 
Verbrugge said. “Twenty-
two of those students 
already had jobs spoken 
for before they graduated, 
which is unheard of.”

This means there are 
fewer candidates available 
for the law enforcement 
positions open statewide.

“These kids can pick 
and choose where they 
want to work, and being 
here is a tough sell, unless 
you’re from here and you 
understand it,” Verbrugge 
said. 

“Trying to get someone 
from outside the area to 
come down here and work 
is kind of tough.”

He said there are other 
training programs to hire 
candidates from, but said, 

“I’m not going to lower my 
standards for hiring here.”

Rock County’s start-
ing pay for a fresh-out-of-
school deputy candidate is 
$23 to $26 per hour. State-
wide average deputy pay is 
roughly $30 per hour.

Council member 
Caroline Thorson asked 
Verbrugge if he anticipated 
any other retirements in 
the Sheriff’s Office in the 
near future, and he said 
that likely won’t be until he 
retires. 

“I’ve got 32-plus years 
and the next two closest 
have 20 years. We’ve got 
seven guys who have three 
years or less,” he said.

“I’ve told my staff I’m 
done at the end of this 
term for sure. I’m tired.”

Meanwhile, he said the 
sheriff’s office recently lost 
three officers with a total of 
85 years of experience. “So 
that takes a hit,” Verbrugge 

said.
When investigator 

Jeff Wieneke retired June 
30, Chad Kempema was 
promoted to that position 
and another person moved 
into Kempema’s former 
position.

Craig Martinson re-
tired in February and Mike 
Westerbur left in October 
2022 to pursue opportuni-
ties outside of law enforce-
ment.

School resource officer
Verbrugge said the 

school resource officer Jeff 
Stratton had to be taken 
out of the school to cover 
staff shortages, but he’s 
back now with recent con-
centrated efforts to leave 
the SRO program in place.

Verbrugge updated the 
council on recent statewide 
policies on school resource 
officers’ limits in how 
they restrain or physically 
respond to incidents in 
schools.

“Obviously we know 
most of these kids and 
we know the parents. We 
obviously go to church and 
Sunday school with them 
and to the grocery store,” 
he said. 

“We feel confident 
we’re not going to have 
those issues. … Not saying 
we’re not going to, but I 
think we’re going to be able 
to de-escalate those situa-
tions.”

‘Jake brake’ complaints
In other law enforce-

ment-related business, 
Mayor Pat Baustian asked 
Verbrugge to enforce the 
city’s ordinance against 

“jake brakes.”
“We brought it to your 

attention earlier this year 
and your staff mentioned 
to us that you discussed it 

with them,” Baustian said. 
“That was one of our 

biggest complaints this 
summer. … It’s usually 
southbound traffic, and 
it starts around Grace 
Lutheran and continues 
down the hill toward the 
stoplights.” 

He said he called a 
local trucking company 
after noticing an aggregate 
hauler jake-braking in 
town. 

“It was as easy as that, 
and you don’t see that com-
pany doing it anymore,” 
Baustian said. 

“That’s what I’ve asked 
you to do, to make that call. 
We do have an ordinance 
for it, but it’s probably 
more about education. 
They’re being watched, it is 
a concern, we’re taking citi-
zen complaints and it is an 
issue. We ask they you sup-
port that. When the sheriff 
calls them or enforces it, it 
carries it bit more weight 
than if we do it.”

Verbrugge asked what 
the fine would be for a vio-
lation of a city ordinance, 
and city attorney Ben 
Vander Kooi recommended 
he check with County At-
torney Jeff Haubrich.

Caroline Thorson 
advocated educating more 
than penalizing.

“I think before a cita-
tion even, the pulling over 
and inconvenience of them 
being stopped … Some-
times I think that educa-
tion is really helpful — 
especially if they’re driving 
for a company. They don’t 
want that.”

The city council has 
requested that the Minne-
sota Department of Trans-
portation place signage 
on Highway 75 in Luverne 
advising, “no jake brakes in 
city limits.”

By Lori Sorenson
Hawkinson Park on 

Luverne’s west side is now 
connected to the Loop trail, 
thanks to a $50,000 grant 
from the Blandin Founda-
tion.

The park connection 
is an 8-foot-wide concrete 
trail that provides handicap 
access from Cottage Grove 
Avenue through Hawkinson 
Park and to the Luverne 
Loop Trail.

The “Rural Leadership 
Boost Grant” is matched by 
$20,000 from the city to 
cover the project’s roughly 
$70,000 cost.

The project qualifies for 
the grant because it “allows 

users of all ages and abilities 
to enjoy the public outdoor 
recreation facilities within the 
community.” 

Jason DeBeer of Concrete 
Creations completed the con-
crete pouring last week.

‘Prairie Songs’ Sept. 21 at Plaza
“Prairie Songs: Sing Along wih Laura Ingalls 

Wilder” will be at 10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 21, at the 
Plaza on Main.

The event, coordinated through the Rock County 
Community Library, is led by the folk music duo Cur-
tis Teague and Loretta Simonet.

Between songs, the two provide commentary on 
the life and time of Laura Ingalls Wilder.

See You at the Pole Sept. 27 
at school Alumni Garden

Rock The Edge will host See You At The Pole on 
Wednesday, Sept. 27, in the new Alumni Garden (by 
the canopy on the east side of the school) at 7:45-
7:55 a.m. This is a national student-led event where 
students pray for their community and schools. All 
students K-12 are invited to attend as well as parents/
adults. See you at the Pole.

Rock the Edge hosts annual 
food drive in city of Luverne

Rock The Edge will host the 8th Annual Citywide 
Food Drive on Sunday, Oct. 8. Youth will be canvass-
ing the city of Luverne beginning at 3 p.m. Please 
place non-perishable food items in a bag and place 
on your porch or outside your front door (please, no 
out-of-date items).

SAIL classes in Hardwick 
through March

SAIL classes meet from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. every 
Monday and Wednesday Sept. 11 through March 
2024 in the Hardwick Community Hall. The free 
classes, Stay Active and Independent for Life, im-
prove strength and balance. Call A.C.E. of SW MN 
manager Linda Wenzel, 507-283-5064 or A.C.E. 
volunteer Alice Hanson, 507-669-6771.

Mobile dental clinic in Luverne 
Sept. 28 at Human Services

The mobile dental clinic will be in Luverne Thurs-
day, Sept. 28; Thursday, Oct. 19; and Wednesday, 
Nov. 8, at the Health and Human Services Communi-
ty Room on Roundwind Road. (Note the clinics have 
resumed at this location). 

This clinic provides dental care for adults and 
children ages 0 to over 100. Call 612.746.1530 to 
schedule an appointment. All forms of insurance 
accepted. Organized by #Luv1LuvAll’s Rock County 
Oral Health Task Force.

Living Works Safe Talk Sept. 30
Learn the warning signs of suicide and how to 

prevent it at a four-hour workshop, Living Works 
Safe Talk, Saturday, Sept. 30, at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Hills. Call Diana Buffington, 507-920-2506, 
for registration information.

Historical Society meeting Oct. 2
The Rock County Historical Society Annual 

Meeting will be at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 2, at the 
Palace Theatre. There will be a brief business meeting, 
historical reenactment and video presentation, up-
dates, election of directors for the RCHS board. Free 
popcorn and water will be available. The event is free 
and open to the public.

Shredding truck Oct. 7
St. Catherine Carmelites will host the Dakota 

Shred-It truck from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Oct. 
7, at the Luverne Laundry Room parking lot. Free 
will donations are accepted. Watch your paper being 
shredded on the truck monitor. No need to remove 
staples or paperclips.

CoffeeBreak Storyhour Oct. 3
CoffeeBreak starts at 9:30 a.m.Tuesday, Oct. 3, 

featuring speaker Marilyn Uithoven. The group meets 
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays to study the Bible, starting with 
Mark 9-16. 

StoryHour is for children 3 years old through 
Kindergarten. Nursery is available for the littlest ones. 
There is no charge or no prior Bible knowledge is nec-
essary. All faiths and all ages are welcome. Call Kristi 
Stroeh at 507-227-5102 with questions, or email 
kristi.stroeh@hotmail.com

Bloodmobile in Jasper Oct. 11
The American Red Cross Bloodmobile will accept 

donations from 12:30 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
11, in the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Make an ap-
pointment at redcrossblood.org or call 800-733-2767. 
A blood donor card or driver’s license are required at 
check-in.

Community Educa-
tion will offer the follow-
ing classes in the next few 
weeks. Call 507-283-4724 
to register.

DIY Floral Ar-
ranging at Harmony 
Gardens is Sept. 23. All 
materials are provided 
and you will get to take 
your arrangement home. 
Fee is $45.

Students (grades 1-5) 
will follow along with the 
instructor for Paint & 
Snack class on Sept. 25. 
Fee is $35.

Parents with children 
ages 0-5 will enjoy the 
animals and activities at 
Fall Time Fun at Har-
mony Gardens Sept. 26. 
Registration required by 
Sept. 20. Fee is $10/child.

Signing up for 
Medicare can be confus-
ing. Learn the basics at 
Medicare 101 on Sept. 
26. Fee is $5.

Register by Sept. 29 
for Cardinal League 
Com. Ed Basketball for 
grades 3-6. Fee is $50. 

Participants in grades 
3-6 that want to travel 
out of town in addition to 
the local Cardinal League, 
should register for the 
Harrisburg League at 
www.bsybl.com prior to 
October. (That will take 
care of your Cardinal 
League registration, too).

Join the Rock 
County Master Gar-
deners on Oct. 2 for a 
garden tour in Brandon, 
South Dakota. 

Talk with experts 
at Oakridge Nursery & 
Land-scaping and Cherry 
Rock Farms to answer 
your questions. Fee is $12 
and includes a box lunch.

Loop connects Hawkinson Park for handicap access

Lori Sorenson photo/0921 loop trail at haakenson park
A 10-foot-wide concrete sidewalk goes through Hawkinson Park between Cottage Grove Avenue and the Loop Trail.

Sheriff’s Office hiring/continued from page 1A Community 
Ed announces 
upcoming 
events, activities
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The Minnesota Hous-
ing Partnership 2023 
County Profiles resource 
features data on different 
demographics of cost-bur-
dened households paying 
at least 30 percent of their 
income for housing.

It also highlights 
changes in rent and home 
prices, eviction filings 
compared to pre-pandem-
ic rates, racial disparities 
in homeownership, a com-
parison of top in-demand 
wages compared to current 
housing costs and more.

MHP’s bi-annual 
research publication in-
cludes new data measure-
ments in critical housing 
areas, county by county

Key takeaways 
from the 2023 
County Profiles: 

•In every county in 
Minnesota, at least 1 in 
4 renter households pay 
more than they can afford 
for housing. 

•In every county in 
Minnesota, at least 1 in 10 
homeowner households 
pay more than they can 
afford for housing. 

•Every county in Min-
nesota has a shortage of 
affordable and available 
rental homes for extremely 
low-income households. 

•Seventy-nine per-
cent of counties have a 
shortage that exceeds 100 
homes, and 31 percent 
have a shortage exceeding 
500 homes. 

•White, non-Hispanic 
households have strong 
homeownership rates 
throughout the state, rang-
ing from 66 percent to 88 
percent.

•Households with 
people of color have sig-
nificant homeownership 
disparities in many areas 
of the state. 

In Minnesota’s most 
populous counties (over 
100,000 households) the 
homeownership rate for 
people of color ranges 
from 38 percent to 63 
percent.

•60 of 87 counties 
have seen an increase in 
evictions filings compared 
to pre-pandemic averages.

•In 40 of 87 counties, 
no permits for multifamily 
construction were issued 
in 2022.

Since 2009, MHP’s 
County Profiles have been 
a key source of housing 
information for advocates, 
elected officials, and the 
media. 

They serve as a valu-
able guide to understand-
ing Minnesota’s communi-
ty and housing needs, and 
provide compelling data 
that makes the case for the 
critical need for housing 
investments.

USDA Rural Develop-
ment has funding availabile 
for very low- and low-
income individuals and 
families seeking to pur-
chase or repair a home in a 
rural area.

The Direct Home Loan 
program offers financing 
to qualified very-low and 
low-income applicants that 
are unable to qualify for 
traditional financing. 

No down payment is 
required, and the interest 
rate could be as low as one 
percent with a subsidy. 

Applicants must meet 
income and credit guide-
lines and demonstrate 
repayment ability. 

The program is avail-
able in rural communities 
of generally 35,000 people 
or less.

The maximum loan 
amount is $40,000 at a 
one-percent interest rate, 
repayable for a 20-year 
term and can be used to im-
prove or modernize homes 
and do essential repairs. 

Grants of up to $10,000 
are available to homeown-
ers 62 and older and must 
be used to remove health or 
safety hazards, such as fix-
ing a leaking roof, installing 
indoor plumbing, or replac-
ing a furnace.

Time is limited to re-
ceive funds for the current 
fiscal year. 

Contact a USDA Rural 
Development Housing Spe-
cialist to see if you qualify 
at: USDA Rural Develop-
ment; 1424 E. College Drive, 
Suite 500; Marshall, MN 
56258-2090 or by calling
507-537-1401 ext. 4.

USDA Rural 
Development loans and 
grants provide assistance 
that supports infrastructure 
improvements; business 
development; housing; 
community services such as 
schools, public safety and 
health care; and high-speed 
internet access in rural 
areas.

For more information, 
visit www.rd.usda.gov/mn.
   

USDA 
funding 
available 
to help
low-income 
families buy, 
fix homes

Minnesota 
Housing 
Partnership
releases 
2023 County 
Profiles
2023 County 
Profiles provide 
new data 
measurements at 
county level 
in critical areas

Correction:
The Sept. 14 Star 

Herald Story about school 
resource officers referred 
to cities as being in Sen. 
Bill Weber’s district, but 
they are not. The story 
stated that law enforce-
ment officials in Redwood 
Falls, Mankato and Willmar 
withdrew school resource 
officers from their school 
districts. This is factual, but 
those towns are not lo-
cated in Weber’s legislative 
district. The Star Herald 
regrets the error.
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The

Northview

 By Brenda Winter, columnist

Stir-
ring togeth-
er a bowl of 
flower pet-
als and dill 
seed she 
collected 
from the 
garden, my 
6-year-old niece beamed at 
me and announced, “You’re 
the best auntie ever!”

Every family has one, 
and this one is the one in our 
family. With neon blonde 
hair, blue eyes and a person-
ality that fills an empty room, 
this is the one my husband 
calls “Blondie.” He alleges he 
can’t remember her name.

Blondie is 6 – going on 
17. She’s smallish and weighs 
in at about 40 pounds but 
makes up for it in charisma.

We’d been having a 
wonderful morning together, 
and it was only going to get 
better. After the flower stir-
ring there was toy playing, 
cat petting and after lunch 

– bike riding with two of her 
brothers.

The four of us set out 
on the bike path for JJ’s. 
Big Brother was in the lead, 
Little Brother in the middle, 
the Best. Auntie. Ever. was 
in third place, and Blondie 
brought up the rear.

“Ew! A grasshopper!” she 
shrieked and hit the brakes, 
getting off her bike to exam-
ine the place where it had 
touched her.

There was no apparent 
grasshopper damage on her 
leg, so we continued.

We had traveled another 
50 feet when she shrieked, “A 
dead snake!”, hit the brakes,  
and got off her bike to look at 
it. It was most certainly dead.

We had gone about two 
blocks when she paused to 
rest. “I’m so tired!” she ex-
claimed. “My legs are sore!”

Her brothers looped 
ahead and back several times 
while Blondie attended her 
sore legs.

We were finally making a 
little progress when she an-
nounced, “A mosquito bite!”, 

‘How far is it?’ 
Bike riding with Blondie

stopped her bike, and got 
off to scratch her shoulder. 

“Ugh! It’s so itchy! It’s really, 
really itchy.”

She got back on her bike. 
“How far is it to JJ’s? I’m hot. 
Those flowers are SO purple. 
Look! A bird. I’m thirsty.”

After another two blocks, 
she got off her bike and sat 
down on the bike path. “I 
need a rest. Do foxes live 
here? I’m hot. The boys 
should wait for us. Do you 
like butterflies?”

After what seemed like 
an eternity, we arrived 
at JJ’s, ate our snack and 
headed home.

Another block later, 
she got off the bike to walk 
alongside it. “Why are we 
going this way? How far is 
it? My legs are tired. It’s hot. 
That tree is really big.”

With just a short dis-
tance to go, Blondie, push-
ing her bike up the last hill, 
looked accusingly at me and 
said, “I can’t even believe 
you are making us do this.”

I burst out laughing, put 
her on the bike and pushed 
her the rest of the way home.

Of course I did. I’m the 
Best. Auntie. Ever.

We have come a long way in 
understanding the importance of 
taking care of mental health. 

Although there have been 
many improvements in how men-
tal health is addressed, there still is 
a stigma involved, especially when 
it comes to suicide. 

One common misconception 
that leads to the further stigma 
around mental health is that “sui-
cide is a selfish choice.” 

Is suicide selfish? No, sui-
cide is not a selfish act. People who 
contemplate suicide are often in 
such a state of emotional distress 
and pain that they don’t feel they 
have many choices to help end 
their suffering. There are many 
complex factors that could con-
tribute to someone attempting 
suicide, but the bottom line is that 
people do not commit suicide out 
of selfishness.

Many people who contem-
plate suicide consider deeply how 
their death could affect others. 
Many people attempt suicide be-
cause they feel their existence is a 
burden to their loved ones. 

They think their loved ones 
will live more fulfilling lives with-
out them in the picture. This means 
they truly are not acting selfishly, 
but genuinely think the world is 
better off without them.

Often, people talk about sui-
cide as though it is just another 
wrong choice to be made. Suicide 

Guest Editorial

By Mark Jacobson
Peer Support Specialist, Winona

Stop saying suicide is
a ‘selfish choice’

is hardly a choice. It’s easy for 
someone on the outside looking 
in to consider how many different 
options another person has. 

Unfortunately, someone ex-
periencing a mental health crisis 
can’t usually see their available 
options clearly. 

Intense hopelessness and 
emotional pain can hinder a per-
son’s ability to think rationally. If 
someone attempts suicide, it is 
likely because they saw that as ei-
ther their best or their only choice 
to deal with their pain.

It’s time to change the way 
we talk about suicide. The way 
we talk about suicide is important 
in breaking the stigma around it. 

We can work to change the way 
we talk and think about mental 
health by viewing those with men-
tal health conditions the same way 
we would someone with a physical 
impairment. 

Just as someone with a heart 
condition may need a doctor’s care 
to help them stay healthy, so does 
someone with severe depression.

If you take anything away 
from reading this, remember that 
suicide is not a selfish act. 

Those with severe mental ill-
ness, such as major depression, are 
fighting their inner demons who 
make them feel isolated and as if 
they are a burden to others. 

Someone in a mental health 
crisis who is contemplating suicide 
is facing a distorted perception of 
reality. They cannot see options 
before them and just want to 
unburden themselves and others.

If you or someone you know 
struggles with thoughts of suicide, 
now is the right time to seek help. 
In a crisis, where someone is in im-
mediate danger, call 911. If you are 
in a state of crisis, you can call the 
suicide prevention hotline at 988. 

The suicide prevention hotline 
has a network of over 200 crisis 
centers with trained mental health 
experts who provide help 24/7.

If you are not in crisis and are 
seeking additional support, I may 
be reached at gottahavehope38@
gmail.com.

For What It’s Worth

 By Rick Peterson, general manager

A recent column of mine was 
about how I enjoy looking for things 
other people have lost.

A couple of Saturdays ago, while 
Mary and I, along with Gilbert, the 
dog, were on a Ranger ride, I got a 
phone call.

The call was from a frazzled 
mother from Redwood Falls.

She explained that her son had 
been in Luverne most of that day 
for a cross country meet and had 
left his iPhone somewhere on the 
school grounds. I thought looking 
for that phone would be right in my 
wheelhouse.

Emily, the frazzled mom, sent 
me a map with a ping on it with the 

location of the phone. The map of 
the school grounds with a ping on 
it was hard to get a handle on as to 
the location because it was mostly 
of the school’s rooftop.

We started our search on the 
north side of the school and came 
up empty. The bus carrying the 

cross country team hadn’t return to 
Redwood Falls yet, so I couldn’t get 
any additional information from the 
kid that lost the phone.

Emily sent me another picture 
of the ping location, but this time 
it was of a broader overhead view. 
According to the second ping, the 

phone was located on the south  side 
of the school lying on the boulevard 
along West Dodge Street.

Mary and I walked up and down 
that part of the parking lot and never 
found the phone. Truth be told, 
about the only thing we found was 
pile after pile of dog poop.

By this time, the Redwood Falls 
cross country team had arrived 
home, and I was able to visit with 
the kid that lost the phone. He told 
me he was on the side of the building 
with the big L on it.

Then he told me where the team 
campsite for the day was.

I kept asking him questions 
such as what he was doing when he 

wasn’t running. He told me the team 
hung out around the playground 
that is located back there and that 
he had taken some pictures with 
his phone of some of his fellow run-
ners. I asked where that was, and 
he guided me toward the south side 
of the playground and next to the 
school building.

I looked around, and there sat 
the phone on top of a trash recep-
tacle just where he had left it three 
hours earlier.

After we found the phone, I took 
another look at the first ping picture 
Emily sent, and once I knew what 
I was looking at, the ping was right 
on the phone. 

The Finder-of-Lost-Things recovers cell phone for frantic Redwood Falls mom

With just a short 
distance to go, 

Blondie, pushing 
her bike up the 
last hill, looked

accusingly at me 
and said, “I can’t 
even believe you
are making us

do this.”
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On the record

Dispatch report
Sept. 8
•Complainant on Main 

Street and Cedar Street 
reported a pedestrian.

•Complainant at Grand 
Falls Casino, Larchwood, 
Iowa, reported a road and 
drive law issue.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported lost 
property.

•Complainant on Main 
and Donaldson streets 
reported a lost child.

•Complainant on S. 
Walnut Avenue reported 
theft.

•Complainant on E. 
Barck Avenue requested 
extra patrol.

•Complainant on High-
way 23, Jasper, reported a 
fire.

•Complainant west-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 11, Luverne, 
reported a road and drive 
law issue.

•Complainant on S. 
Donaldson Street reported 
theft.

Sept. 9
•Complainant west-

bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 13, Luverne, 
reported a road and drive 
law issue.

•Complainant in Hard-
wick reported a road and 
drive law issue.

•Complainant on US 
Highway 75, mile marker 17, 
Hardwick, reported a road 
and drive law issue.

Sept. 10
•Complainant on High-

way 23, mile marker 2, Val-

ley Springs, South Dakota, 
reported burning.

•Complainant reported 
a road and drive law issue.

•Complainant west-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 20, Luverne, 
reported a road and drive 
law issue.

Sept. 11
•Complainant on 71st 

Street, Beaver Creek, re-
ported sudden death.

•Complainant on N. Ce-
dar Street reported threats.

•Complainant on Oak 
Drive reported a fire call.

Sept. 12
•Complainant on N. 

Kniss Avenue reported 
theft/larceny.

•Complainant reported 
a civil issue.

•Complainant on Estey 
Street and Fletcher Street 
reported property damage.

Sept. 13
•Complainant east-

bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 5, Beaver 
Creek, reported a road and 
drive law issue.

•A warrant was issued 
on S. Fairview Drive.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 1 deer accident, 
1 transport, 11 ambulance 
runs, 1 parking violation, 7 
paper services, 6 animal 
complaints, 4 background 
checks, 3 alarms, 5 pur-
chase and carry permits, 1 
stalled vehicle, 17 traffic 
stops, 5 abandoned 911 calls, 
1 test, 4 welfare checks, 4 
reports of cattle out and 3 
follow-ups.

begin paying for costs related to 
the renovation of the TCI build-
ing for a child care center prior 
to issuing bonds.

 A separate contract will be 
executed for the replacement 
of the roof, as that needs to be 
completed prior to winter. 

The expected start date for 
the rest of the renovation is next 
spring. 

The city of Luverne, with 
support from Rock County and 
federal funds, is converting the 
former Total Card Inc. building 
(originally Tri-State Insurance) 
into a day care center.

The city paid $515,000 
in March 2022 for the 
30,000-square-foot office build-
ing, which needs $6.3 million 
in renovations to become a 
child care facility for up to 186 
children. 

Studies show a current day 
care shortage of 120 slots, and 
that doesn’t account for more 
than 100 new jobs coming on-
line with new employers in the 
next year. Many of those work-
ers will also need child care.

The new facility, which will 
open in phases, will eventually 
have capacity for 24 infants, 42 
toddlers, 60 preschoolers and 
60 school-age children.

The city has committed 
$2.15 million toward the project 
and has launched a $1 million 
community fundraising cam-
paign. Rock County will pay 
$550,000, and a grant through 
the USDA will cover $2.6 mil-
lion.

Tentative plans call for 
construction to begin in March 
2024, with a projected opening 
in early 2025. 

per incident.
The ordinance will 

be effective county-
wide, as the cities in 
Rock County agreed to 
a single use ordinance 
for the county in a joint 
meeting with officials 
earlier this summer.

Cities, however, 
may choose to their own 
resolutions adopting 
the county’s public use 
ordinance, according 
to County Attorney Jeff 
Haubrich.

State legislators 
legalized cannabis use 
in Minnesota for adults 
ages 21 or older. The 
law became effective 
Aug. 1 with little guid-
ance as to how to imple-
ment it.

County and city 
leaders agreed to a 
proactive approach to 
public use until more 
direction is provided 
from the state.

Under the county’s 
public use ordinance, 
cannabis or cannabis-
derived can be used:

•at a private resi-
dence.

•private property 
not generally accessible 
by the public.

•on the premise of 
an establishment or 
event licensed to permit 
on-site consumption.

Permitted retail 
business after 2025

Retail licenses 
to sell cannabis and 

By Mavis Fodness
Five Rock County 

4-H’ers competed at the 
2023 Minnesota State 
Horse Show Sept. 15-18 
in St. Paul.

Two of the exhibi-
tors placed in the top 
ten in their respective 
grade levels.

•Morgan Bon-
nett, grade 11, finished 
fourth in key race, 
eighth in poles and 
eighth in ranch plea-
sure.

•Blakely Fick, grade 
6, earned a third-place 
ribbon in western 
showmanship.

Bonnett was also 
the county’s representa-
tive for the Grand Entry 
ceremony.

Also participating 
at the four-day event 
were Paige Blom, Ellie 
Loose and Lily Ehlers.

State Western 
Heritage results

Six Rock County 
4-H’ers competed at the 
2023 Western Heritage 
State Event Aug. 7 in 
Sauk Rapids.

They joined 71 
riders from across the 
state to compete in four 
events: goat tying, pen-
to-pen sorting, round 
pen roping, and team 
and break-away roping.

Four 4-H’ers 
earned ribbons for fin-
ishing in the Top 10 in 
one of the four events.

•Kellie VanDer-
Brink placed 10th in 
senior goat tying.

•Dakotah Sina was 
third in intermediate goat 
tying.

•Andrea Honken and 
VanDerBrink teamed up 
in senior pen-to-pen sort-
ing, finishing ninth.

•Sina teamed with 
Makayla Cross of 
Pipestone County in 
senior pen-to-pen sorting 
and finished seventh.

Also participating at 
the state event were Paige 
Blom, Peyton Blom and 
Allison Honken.

In other business at the 
Sept. 12 meeting, the city:

•Scheduled an Oct. 10 
public hearing on proposed 
assessments (unpaid utility 
bills and miscellaneous work. 

When property own-
ers neglect mowing, snow 
removal, tree work, etc. the 
city completes the work and 
assesses the property own-
ers.)

The meeting will be at 5 
p.m. in city hall. Letters will 
be sent to affected property 
owners with the amount of 
the assessments at least two 
weeks prior to the hearing. 

•Approved a preliminary 
levy at $3,232,740, which is 
an increase of nearly 17 per-
cent over the current levy, as 
was discussed at a previous 
meeting.

cannabis products are 
granted only through 
the Minnesota Office of 
Cannabis Management.

The state office 
will issue licenses once 
a commissioner and 
staff are put into place.

Counties, however, 
determine the number 
of licenses and where 
the retail location(s) 
will be permitted per 
setback requirements.

One license must 
be granted in each 
county, according the 
recently passed legisla-
tion.

However, until 
the state office is fully 
staffed, no licenses are 
expected to be issued 
until 2025.

4-H’ers compete at state horse show

Rock County 4-H’ers competing at the 2023 Minnesota State 4-H Horse Show include Morgan 
Bonnett (left), Lily Ehlers, Paige Blom, Ellie Loose and Blakely Fick. Below, local 4-H’ers at 
the 2023 Minnesota State 4-H Western Heritage event include (back) Dakotah Sina, (front 
from left) Andrea Honken, Peyton Blom, Kellie VanDerBrink, Paige Blom and Allison Honken.

City Council tax abatement/continued from page 1A Cannabis ordinance/continued from 1A
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Menu

Monday, Sept. 25: 
Kielbasa, scalloped potatoes, 
baked beans, bread, dessert.

Tuesday, Sept. 26: 
Pasta with meat sauce, ro-
maine salad with dressing, 
pears, Texas toast, cookie.

Wednesday, Sept. 27: 
Orange chicken, rice, mixed 
vegetables, pineapple.

Half-Price Day spon-
sored by Security Savings 
Bank.

Thursday, Sept. 28: 
Pork loin, yams, broccoli, 
bread, dessert.

Friday, Sept. 29: 
Chicken mandarin salad, 
sliced cucumbers, fruit salad, 
dessert.

LSS Dining offers well-
balanced and affordable 
meals in a community at-
mosphere.

Call Pam Franken at 
283-9846, extension 11 to 
reserve one day prior, to 
arrange to pick up a dinner 
or for home-delivered meals.

Gift certificates are 
available at the meal site or 
online at www.lssmn.org/
nutrition.

Remember When

10 years ago (2013)
•The annual closing of the city pool for cleaning and 

maintenance this year includes a major roof replacement 
project over the pool area of the building.

“It’s quite an involved project,” said City Administrator 
John Call.

“It’s estimated to cost $300,000, but like any remodeling 
project, it’s going to cost more than that. We’ve already had 
some things come up that we weren’t expecting.”

The fitness rooms have remained open for the annual 
fall maintenance, but Call wasn’t able to say when the pool 
would reopen. …

The roof work was prompted by the discovery of a rust 
problem in the metal decking and roof beams during the 
2012 roof replacement project at the Luverne Area Aquatic 
and Fitness Center.

Call said the beams are structurally sound, but the metal 
decking was deteriorating and the structural steel under the 
roof surface was also rusty.

25 years ago (1998)
•Since he’s a stranger to many, Luverne residents might 

be surprised to know there’s a potential world-class athlete 
currently living within the city limits.

Twenty-two-year-old Rob Gilles may not be the most 
organized individual among us, but he certainly is making 

a name for himself as an athlete who has selected triathlon 
competition as his sport of choice.

With impressive performances in the past four months, 
Gilles gained professional status as a triathlete. One of his 
recent accomplishments includes winning the largest triathlon 
in the world qualifying for the sport’s ultimate event that will 
be staged in Hawaii in November. …

Rob is the son of Dave (a pharmacist at Family Drug) and 
Amanda (a Minnesota Veterans home employee) Gilles, who 
moved from Fargo, N.D., to Luverne two years ago.

50 years ago (1973)
•A new men’s and boys’ wear store will open in Luverne 

this fall in the former Goehle Hardware building.
Herman Goehle announced this week that he had leased 

the building to Barney Bishop, Worthington, who with Orville 
Hokeness owns Bishop’s Clothing and Bishop’s South 40 in 
Worthington.

Bishop told The Star-Herald he did not know when the 
store would open for business, because it would depend on 
when the work on remodeling the store front is completed.

75 years ago (1948)
•More than two billion miles of operation by 250,000 K-F 

car owners served as a guide for Kaiser-Frazer Corp. engineers 
in designing chassis improvements in 1949 Kaiser models, now 

on display at Smith-Janssen Motor Sales.
The 15 chassis changes are responsible for easier riding and 

handling, greater road clearance and improved body strength, 
according to Jack Smith and Harry Janssen, local dealers.

Among the new features are a redesigned clutch linkage 
which provides a softer action and great durability; a new 
steering linkage which cuts the turning radius by 11 per cent; a 
completely redesigned gear shift mechanism; a stronger frame 
with improved road clearance and longer front coil springs.

100 years ago (1923)
•Luverne high school will open its football season tomor-

row afternoon when the Hills eleven will meet the locals on 
the field at the fair grounds.

As this will be the first game of the season, a large attendance 
is specially desired. The Luverne eleven is composed entirely 
of men who had played or tried out for positions in the team 
in previous years, and they expect to open their schedule this 
year with a game which will hold the interest of the fans and 
secure their regular attendance.

The game will be called at 3 p.m. and an admission price 
of thirty-five cents will be charged.

Under the direction of Coach Johnson, the boys have been 
out on the football field each favorable evening for practice 
and try-outs, and they expect to win for Luverne high school 
this year, popularity in football circles.

Bits by 
betty

By Betty Mann, 
president Rock County 

Historical Society 

The following article is 
part of the Diamond Club 
Member group that began 
in the January 7, 1943, issue 
of the Rock County Star Her-
ald. Members of this group 
consist of persons of age 75 
and older.

The following appeared 
in The Rock County Herald 
on January 13, 1944.

The story of A.E. Angell 
continues from last week.

“The family larder had 
been depleted,” he (Angell) 
said, “and one night, the 
family sat down and had a 
council of war. It seemed that 
in order that we all continue 

1943: Story 
continues 

about Angell

Bits, go to page 7A 

Luverne High School varsity gymnastics coach Phoebe Flom, along with current and former high 
school gymnasts, opened a four-day fall gymnastics camp Monday through Luverne Community 
Education. Participants ranging in age from preschool through sixth grade were introduced to 
skills needed to do flips, cartwheels and jumps along with an introduction to the balance beam 
and uneven bars. The camp was a requirement for any kindergarten through sixth-grade student 
interested in joining the Cardinal Kids gymnastics team, who compete during the winter sports 
season.

Little Cardinals 
take to the gym

Mavis Fodness photos/0921 Preschool Gymn

Reagan Gangestad holds Brynlee Gacke’s arms as she 
crosses the balance beam with Brielle Haakenson and

Zaharra Harnack following the leader.

With the help of Phoebe Flom, Hanna Goembel learns 
to complete various maneuvers on the uneven bars.

Hazel Benson (left) tries 
holding a bridge and later 
(below) tries to cross the 
beam without losing her 
balance.

Far left: Sut-
ton Stoffel 
completes a 
handstand (left) 
while coach 
Phoebe Flom 
demonstrates 
how to start a 
sommersault 
for the class of 
preschoolers.
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Obituary

Louis Leroy Laackmann, 
age 91, of Doon, Iowa, 
passed away peace-
fully with his loving 
family at his side 
on Sunday, Sept. 10, 
2023, at the Minne-
sota Veterans Home 
in Luverne, Min-
nesota. 

A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial for Louis 
was on Saturday, Sept. 16, at 
10:30 a.m. at St. Catherine 
Catholic Church in Luverne. 
Visitation was at the church 
one hour prior to the service.

A private burial took 
place in Doon, Iowa.  To sign 
an online registry, please visit 
www. hartquistfuneral.com. 

Louis Leroy Laackmann 
was born on June 2, 1932, in 
Doon, Iowa, to Louis and Ger-
trude (Mann) Laackmann. 
He enlisted in the United 
States Army on Jan. 12, 1953, 
and served in the Korean War.

On Feb. 19, 1954, Louis 
was united in marriage to 

Mary Louise Kirk. 
On Dec. 9, 1954, 

Louis received his 
h o n o r a b l e  d i s -
charge from the 
military.  He found 
great satisfaction 
in his career paint-
ing fire trucks and 
ambulances.

L o u i s  w a s 
a member of St. 

Catherine Catholic Church 
in Luverne. He took great 
pride in his family, service 
to America, and his religion.

Louis is survived by his 
wife, Mary Laackmann, of 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota; 
three children, Jeff (Karla) 
Laackmann of Luverne, Lona 
(Ron) Wacker of Eagan, Min-
nesota, and Letha Gause 
of Yankton, South Dakota; 
seven grandchildren; and ten 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Louis and 
Gertrude Laackmann, and 
son-in-law Keith Gause.

Louis Laackmann

Mavis Fodness photo/0921 H-BC Homecoming Candidates 2023

H-BC Homecoming coronation Monday, Sept. 25
Homecoming activities at Hills-Beaver Creek High School will be Monday, Sept. 25, through Friday, Sept. 29, and students 
will participate in various activities throughout the week. Public events include coronation at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 25, 
in the high school gymnasium, and the homecoming parade at 2:45 p.m. Friday, Sept. 29, down Main Street Hills. The 
homecoming football game is at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 29, against Renville County West. Pictured are the senior coronation 
participants (front, left) Alex Dysthe, Tahliya Kruger (master and mistress of ceremonies, respectively), king candidates 
Justin Roelfs, Logan Susie, Cooper Gehrke, Riley Tatge, (back) queen candidates Avril Susie, Sylvia Fick, Grace Anderson 
and Taylor Gehrke. Class attendents include freshmen Hailey Moser and Riggins Rheault, sophomores Mya Erickson and 
Jamin Metzger, and juniors Bailey Spykerboer and Lukas Hubbard.

Janice Marie Larson, age 79, of Beaver Creek, Minnesota, 
passed away peacefully at her acreage outside of Beaver Creek 
on Monday, Sept. 11, 2023.

Visitation was Friday, Sept. 15, at Hartquist Funeral Home 
in Luverne from noon to 2 p.m. with a graveside service at 2 
p.m. at Maplewood Cemetery.

To sign an online registry, please visit www.hartquistfu-
neral.com.

Janice Larson

Death Notice

to exist, one of us had to go. 
The way it turned out, I was 
the one who was evicted, so 
on November 4, 1879, I got 
on the train at La Crosse, and 
with a ticket for Dell Rapids, 
I started west.

Still Has Patch
“I was met at the depot 

by my brother-in-law, who 
had a tree claim and home-
stead not far from where the 
present town of Sherman is 
now located. I had $1.25 in 
my pocket and a patch on 
my pants. I’ve still got the 
patch, but the money is long 
since gone.

“I believe my brother-
in-law was some relative of 
Hitler’s; at least his conduct 
was much the same with me 
when I was a small boy, as 
Hitler’s seems to be with the 
German people. My wages 
were $9 per month for eight 
months.”

“I went to school in the 
same country school house 
that was carried away a half 
mile by a hurricane before I 
came out there. The odd thing 
about that storm was the 
fact that the school building, 
with the teacher and some 20 
pupils was carried all that dis-
tance, and set down to earth 
without injury to a single 
person. We could still see 
the marks where the build-
ing had gone through barbed 
wire fences, even when I was 

going there.

Herded Cattle
“After working for my 

brother-in-law for two years, 
a neighbor, Charles D. Reyn-
olds, who lived across the 
state line into Rock county, 
offered $14 if I’d come to 
work for him, so I accepted. 
He had a big herd of cattle, 
as one time 700 head, and it 
was my job to help herd them. 
There was no such towns as 
Jasper and Sherman at that 
time. Why, where Sack’s 
store in Jasper is standing 
right now was where I once 
fell asleep in the shade of a 
big rock, and when I awoke, 
my cows had crossed the Split 
Rock river and were grazing 
on a settler’s property. The 
way the settler expressed his 
sentiments when I rounded 
up my cows made me feel as 
if my visit was not welcome.”

His work day at the 
Reynolds farm began at 4 a.m. 
when he would begin milking 
eight cows. I was working 
from ‘kin to can’t’—‘kin see, 
to can’t see’, he declared.”

Mr. Angell recalls the 
“silver boom” at the Palisades 
years ago. He was working in 
a field when a stranger rode 
by on horseback and asked, 

“Been over yet?”
“Been over where?” que-

ried the young man, as he 
walked from the plow to the 
fence.

“Why, to the Palisades to 
get a silver claim,” replied the 
stranger.

Bought Silver Claim
“That was enough for 

me,” Angell stated, “because I 
unhitched one horse from the 
plow, threw off the harness, 
and rode to the Palisades 
and bought a claim for $14. 
Guess I got as much silver as 
anybody did, though.”

He relates that he be-
came tired of farming so 
he decided he’d try his luck 
in business. He came to 
Luverne in 1886, getting out 
of the wagon at the corner of 
Freeman avenue and Main 
street. Walking down the 
north side of the street, he 
went into each store, asking 
for work, and finally when he 
was half way down the block, 
he walked into the J. H. Graff 
clothing store where he was 
immediately given a position 
on a six months’ trial basis, 
for this board and clothes.

It was while working 
there that he laid the ground-
work for his future business, a 
salesman for tailored goods; 
a business which he says he 
would still be in if materials 
were available.

It was also while working 
at the store that he learned 
to play a musical instrument. 
Band members always left 
their instruments at the store, 
and when he had little spare 

time, he’d practice blowing a 
cornet. Soon he had picked 
up a playing knowledge of 
the instrument, and tried 
several others. Later he 
learned to play a violin, and 
finally, he learned to handle a 
double bass violin. For years 
he played with an orchestra 
at Ellsworth, and also with 
the Luverne band was when 
it made a trip to the Minne-
sota state fair a number of 
years ago.

Into Business 
For Himself

In 1898, he left the Graff 
store to go into business for 
himself as a merchant tailor. 
His first territory was eight 
towns in this area which he 
made regularly by livery team. 
In 1900, he expanded his 
business when he bought his 
first car, a one-cylinder Brush.

“I didn’t have to send 
notice in advance that I was 
coming in those days,” he 
declared, “because they could 
hear my car long enough in 
advance to know when to be 
ready for me. The next car I 
bought was a two-cylinder 
Maxwell. In all, I had 14 cars, 
and when my business was 
at its peak, I was making 65 
towns in Iowa, Minnesota 
and South Dakota.”

Mr. Angell was married 
March 18, 1901, to Marie D. 
Greene in a shanty owned 
by Smith, the harness maker, 

located near the Rock Island 
depot. “I couldn’t let pleasure 
interfere with business, so 
my wife went with me on 
my trip through the country. 
That’s how we spent our 
honeymoon.”

On Home Team
If Mr. Angell related 

the many experiences of his 
younger days, it would fill 
a good-sized book. Among 
the most enjoyable tomes he 
had were those days when he 
was a member of the world’s 
championship hose team, of 
the local fire department.

“My dad gave me my start 
in running,” he relates. “One 
day I did something he didn’t 
like, and while he was reach-
ing for the strap hanging on 
a nearby hook, I was outside 
preparing for my future days 
on the hose team, by running 
away from him as fast as I 
could.”

Asked if he had ever held 
an office, he replied that the 
only office he ever held was 
the time he was the grand 
custodian of the city pest 
house, during a smallpox 
epidemic. “My wife and I had 
it all to ourselves for 18 days, 
with all the expenses paid,” 
he declared.

Mrs. Angell passed away 
December 16, 1925, and at 
the present time, Mr. Angell 
is the only one of the family 
in Luverne. A daughter, Laura 
L. Angell lives in Green Bay, 
Wis., and another daughter, 
Margaret E. Angell, lives in 
Vancouver, Wash.

Would Live
Life Differently

He claims his hobbies are 
eating, drinking, sleeping and 
reading, and he does play a 
few cards now and then to 
pass the time away. Asked 
if he would do anything dif-
ferently, if he had this life 
to live over again, he stated 
that he would do everything 
differently, just to see what 
it was like.

Mr. Angell has an in-
teresting collection of old 
documents, one of which is a 
page from the account book 
of a distant relative who had 
something to do with the 
Continental Congress back in 
the 1770s. Another is a draw-
ing card for a claim when the 
government opened part of 
the Rosebud Indian reserva-
tion for settling. He also has 
an original land grant deed, 
signed by President Franklin 
Pierce in 1856.

Bits by Betty continues interview with Diamond Club member A.W. Angell/from page 6A
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SCAN FOR MORE
RESOURCES

Learn about suicide risk factors 
and warning signs.

REACH OUT 
TO PREVENT SUICIDE

IN CRISIS AND NEED HELP? CALL 988.

Don’t let fear or discomfort prevent you from having 

an honest conversation. By reaching out and listening,  

you can help someone who may be at risk for suicide.  

Say something. It matters more than you think.

TALKING TO SOMEONE CAN MAKE ALL  
THE DIFFERENCE IN PREVENTING SUICIDE.

start a
support-showing
outlook-changing
hope-giving
life-saving
conversation

972-560-462  8/23
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Recognize a need

Ensure they’re safe

Actively listen

Connect them to support

Help through ongoing contactH

COLOR
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more community aware-
ness, education and 
resources. 

“In the words of Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, 
‘Hope is being able to see 
the light despite all the 
darkness.’”

Participants were en-
couraged to wear colored 
beads in memory of those 
they lost to suicide. The 
different colored beads 
represented personal 
connections to suicide, 
such as the loss of a child, 
spouse, sibling, parent 
and others.

Community members 
prior to the event were in-
vited to share their stories 
of loss, and those stories 
were shared from each of 
the perspectives during a 
bead ceremony. 

As each story was 
read, a different color of 
sand was poured into a 
glass container with the 
end result showing all 
colored sand in the same 
container. 

“We were able to unite 
as a community to grieve 
those lost to suicide,” 
Nolz said. “I cannot thank 
those who were willing to 
tell their story enough for 
their vulnerability.”

She said there’s no 
way of knowing who 
may have been helped or 
inspired by the stories 
shared that day.

“We know that this 
has an impact on those 
who attended, and those 

they in turn share their 
experience of the walk,” 
Nolz said.

At the end of the day, 
the Luverne event raised 
$21,000 for the American 
Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention, and Nolz said 
that money brings more 
awareness and educa-
tional opportunities to 
the community. 

“We hope to soon 
offer a suicide loss sup-
port group, with training 
for local mental health 
counselors provided by 
the AFSP,” she said. 

Funds also sup-
port increased national 
advocacy, changing and 
improving policies for 
mental health services. 

AFSP also supports 

The Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture 
(MDA) is reminding farm-
ers and commercial ap-
plicators that fall nitrogen 
fertilizer applications are 
restricted in some areas of 
the state. Under the MDA’s 
Groundwater Protection 
Rule, fall nitrogen fertilizer 
application is prohibited in 
vulnerable areas of Minne-
sota due to environmental 
concerns or risks. Areas 
with coarse-textured soils 
or areas above fractured 
bedrock or karst geology 
are the most vulnerable to 
nitrate loss and groundwa-
ter contamination.

The restrictions begin 
Sept. 1 each year. Farmers 
are encouraged to check 
the online map prior to fall 
application to determine 
if their fields are subject 
to these restrictions. For 
more information on the 
restrictions outlined in the 
Groundwater Protection 
Rule, visit www.mda.state.
mn.us/nfr.

In other areas of the 
state where fall nitrogen 
fertilizer application is 
allowed, the MDA advises 
farmers and commercial 
applicators to check soil 
temperatures and wait for 
cooler conditions. Re-
search shows that delaying 
fall application of anhy-

drous ammonia and urea 
fertilizer, as well as manure, 
until the average soil tem-
peratures reach 50 degrees 
F or cooler helps prevent 
nitrogen loss, protects 
water quality, and ensures 
more nitrogen will be avail-
able for next season’s crop.

To assist tracking soil 
temperature, the MDA 
provides real-time, 6-inch 
soil temperatures at 25 
locations across the state. 
In addition, the MDA 
provides links to soil tem-
perature from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota research 
stations and the North 
Dakota Ag Weather Net-
work (NDAWN) weather 
stations. View the interac-
tive map to find the current 
6-inch soil temperature and 
the past week’s history.

Although the soil 
temperature network was 
established to support 
application of nitrogen 
fertilizer, it is equally useful 
for those applying manure 
in the fall. University of 
Minnesota Extension also 
recommends the same 
temperature delay (6-inch 
soil temperature below 50 
degrees F) to prevent leach-
ing losses.

For more information 
on the 6-inch Soil Temper-
ature Network visit www.
mda.state.mn.us/soiltemp.

research with a goal of 
reducing suicide losses by 
20 percent by 2025.”

“Thank you to ev-
eryone who attended, 
walked, donated, shared 

your story and took a Sat-
urday morning to focus 
on brain health,” Nolz 
said. 

“You matter. Mental 
health matters.”

Patrick Kroski leads the first lap around the park with the container of colored sand rep-
resenting people’s different connections to suicide and loss. Below, Sandy Klein adds 
red-colored sand to the container in memory of her late husband, Tom Klein.

(Scott Wessels photos)

‘Out of the Darkness’ suicide walk/continued from page 1A Know where and 
when to apply fall 
nitrogen fertilizer

You can recycle more than just your paper! 

Glass - Metal - Paper - Plastic
Consider recycling:
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By Greg Hoogeveen
The H-BC Patriots 

secured their third 
team win of the season 
against Cedar Mountain 
at home Friday, Sept. 15, 
with a 40-6 victory.

“I was very pleased 
with the way our guys 
played Friday night 
against a very good 
Cedar Mountain team,” 
said head coach Rex 
Metzger.

“Our defense was re-
ally flying around Friday 
night, and for most of 
the game we played very 
sound against a very 
good offensive team.”

H-BC was able to 
recover two Cougars 
fumbles, one by senior 
Riley Tatge and the 
other by junior Beau 
Bakken.

In the first quarter, 
junior Jackson Gacke 
intercepted a Cougar 
pass and returned the 
ball seven yards for the 
Patriots.

Turning the ball 
over three times hurt 
Cedar Mountain, stop-
ping many of their 
needed drives against 
H-BC.

“I thought we played 
with a toughness and 
were able to get Cedar 
Mountain into some un-
comfortable situations,” 
Metzger said.

“Our offense was 
able to establish the 
run game early and 
forced them to load the 
box which helped open 
things up in the pass 
game.”

Players scoring 
for the Patriots in the 
first quarter included 
Bakken with a 1-yard 
touch-down run, Gacke 

catching a 23-yard pass from 
sophomore Jamin Metzger, and 
Bakken making a two-point 
conversion run.

H-BC led the Cougars 14-0 
after the first quarter.

In the second quarter, quar-
terback Metzger scored on a 
1-yard keeper for a TD and Bak-
ken ran in a 2-point conversion.

Bakken got his second TD 
later in the second quarter on a 
2-yard TD run.

At the end of the first half 
the Patriots had a commanding 
28-0 lead.

In the third quarter, Bakken 
added his third TD on a 35-yard 
scamper through the Cougars’ 
defense.

Junior Sawyer Bosch added 
to the score with a 7-yard TD 
run.

H-BC closed the third 
quarter leading 40-0.

In the fourth quarter 
the Patriots sent in substi-
tutes for the starters and 
ended up letting the Cou-
gars score on a 6-yard pass. 
The final score was H-BC 
40, Cedar Mountain 6.

The win puts Hills-
Beaver Creek 3-0 for the 
season.

The Patriots will travel 
to Mountain Lake Friday, 
Sept. 22, for their next 
game.

Box Scores
Quarters        1    2    3    4   Final
Cedar Mtn.     0    0    0    6    6
H-BC             14  14  12   0    40 

Team Totals
	          	 HBC       LHS
First downs	 23	 7
Penalties/yards	 6-45	
4-30
Rushing Yards	 229	 15
Reception yards	 134	 59

H-BC Individual Stats
Passing	 Cp/Att	 Yds	 TD
Metzger	  11/14	 134	 1

Rushing		  Yds. TD
Bakken		  119    3
Shaffner		  62      0
Metzger		  29      1
Bosch		  17      1
Bush		  5        0

Receiving	 Rec.   Yds. 
TD
Bush		  4          42    0
Gehrke		  1          38    0
Gacke		  2          35    1
Bosch		  3          14    0
Bakken		  1            5    0

           	            Tackles   Sacks
Gacke		  3	 0
   1 interception for 7-yard return
Shaffner		  2	 0
Roelfs		  4	 0
Tatge		  2	 0
Bosch		  4	 0
Wallin		  1	 0
Bush		  1	 0
Moser		  1	 0
Bakken		  2	 1
Rheault		  1	 2
Leuthold		  1	 0
VandenBosch	 2	 0

Luverne Cardinals roll past Sibley East 35-0

H-BC Patriots pound Cedar Mountain 40-6

By Greg Hoogeveen
The Luverne Cardinals 

football team hosted Sibley East 
Friday, Sept. 15, beating the 
Wolverines 35-0.

“It was nice to get a solid 
win and shutout at home,” said 
head coach Todd Oye.

“We have played well at 
times this year, but this was the 
first game we played well from 
start to finish.”

Luverne, now 2-1 for the 
season, will travel to Minnesota 
Valley Lutheran Friday, Sept. 
22.

The Cardinals found the 
end zone two times in the first 
quarter.

Quarterback junior Carter 
Sehr sneaked in a 1-yard run for 
a Cardinal touchdown.

Luverne missed on the two-
point conversion and led 6-0.

Later in the quarter, se-
nior Conner Connell caught a 
24-yard pass from Sehr and ran 
into the endzone untouched.

LHS was able to convert on 
the extra point and went ahead 
14-0 going into the second 
quarter.

Senior Sam Rock rumbled 
his way into the end zone 1 
yard out for a TD in the second 
quarter. 

Senior Patrick Kroski 
missed the extra point kick to 
close the first half Luverne 20, 
Sibley East 0.

In the second half Luverne 
added two more scores in the 
third quarter.

Rock ran in his second 
touchdown from 1 yard out, 
and the Cardinals converted on 
their extra point play.

Sehr also posted his second 
goal on a 2-yard run with 
Kroski making the extra point 
kick.

The Cardinals ended the 
game with a 35-0 win over 
Sibley East.

“A key to our win is being 
able to stop their run and our 

ability to run the ball and make 
some big plays in the passing 
game,” Oye said.

“The team made some big 
improvements in Week 3, and 
we hope to continue that into 
Week 4 when we travel to play 
an undefeated Minnesota Valley 
Lutheran team.”

Box Scores
Quarters         1    2    3    4   Final
Luverne          14   6   15   0     35 
Sibley East       0   0     0   0      0 

Team Totals
	          	 LHS       JHS
Total plays	 58	 44
Total yards	 260	 46
Passing yards	 98	 46
Rushing yards	 162	 0
First downs	 13	 7
Turnovers		 0	 1

Interceptions	 0	 0

Luverne Individual Stats
Passing	 Cp/Att	 Yds       TD
Sehr	 6/8	  98          1

Rushing		  Yds	 TD
Sehr		  55	 2
Domagala	 55	 0
Rock		  47	 2
Sauer		  6	 0

Receiving	 Rec.   Yds. TD
Connell		  5          65     1
Stroh		  1          33     0

            Tackles   Assists   Sacks
Connell	 5	 0	 1
Gangestad	 3	 0	 0
Rock	 2	 0	 1
Ahrendt	 2	 0	 0
Johnson	 2	 0	 0
Stroh	 1	 0	 0
Remme	 1	 0	 0
Kroski	 1	 0	 0
DeBeer	 1	 0	 0

Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 LHS football 1
Senior Elliot Domagala carries the ball against Sibley East defense 
Friday, Sept. 15, in Luverne. Domagala rushed for 55 yards against 
the Wolverines in the Cardinals’ 35-0 win at home.

Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 LHS football 3
Senior Jacob Stroh knocks the ball loose from the 
Sibley East quarterback Friday, Sept. 15, in Luverne. 
LHS recovered the ball and won the game 35-0.

 Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 HBC football 2
Junior Beau Bakken breaks through multiple Cougar defenders on his way to the end zone Friday, 
Sept. 15, in Hills. Bakken posted 119 total rushing yards in the Patriots’ 40-6 win.

Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 HBC football 3
The Patriot defensive trio of junior Jackson Gacke No. 30, 
senior Riley Tatge No. 82, and sophomore EJ Wegener No. 
12 stop a Cedar Mountain running back for a loss Friday, 
Sept. 15, at home. H-BC shut down the Cougars 40-6.

The 2023-24 school 
year is in full swing, and 
fall sports are almost 
halfway through the regu-
lar season schedule.

The school sports 
cycle continues, and at 
the end of the fall season 
it will mark my one-year 
anniversary as the Rock 
County Star Herald 
sports editor.

Luverne and Hills-
Beaver Creek school 
districts have strong ath-
letic programs, and it is a 
pleasure covering all the 
events for both schools.

As I reflect on the 
athletes and teams I’ve 
been able to cover and 
the people I have met 
and gotten to know, I’ve 
enjoyed it all.

I have enjoyed the 
heckles and playful jeers 
for walking into H-BC 
events with an LHS hat 
or shirt on.

That should be rem-
edied once I get a Patriots 
ball cap from some con-
cerned fans at H-BC.

I also remember cov-
ering boys’ state hockey 
and not being able to 
follow Jarvie’s directions 
back to the band bus.

I circled the Xcel En-
ergy Center a few times 
trying to find the correct 
exit that I later found out 
was on the upper level.

I have experienced 
crowds erupting after a 
game-winning shot – to 
seeing the disappoint-
ment in athletes’ and 
supporters’ faces after 
close losses.

It has been a fun first 
year, and I know the next 
years will be just as inter-
esting and rewarding.

One thing I could use 
help with is keeping up 
with athletes’ achieve-
ments and honors in high 
school sports and beyond 
as they continue to excel 
in college.

For example, if your 
son or daughter is named 
team captain in college or 
reaches a significant col-
lege record, let us know. 
If they have broken or 
are about to break 1,000 
points in their career, 
let us know. The same 
goes for any other school 
sports record.

I’d like to share their 
achievements in the Star-
Herald, on our website or 
social media.

Be  sure to check 
out our new Star-Herald 
website. It has larger 
photos, easier naviga-
tion, and a lot of H-BC 
and LHS sports events to 
check out.

You can contact me at 
sportseditor@star-herald.
com or text me at 507-
920-2534.

By Greg Hoogeveen
Sports Editor

Timeout

Oh, what 
a year it
has been
for sports
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By Scott Rall
Outdoors columnist

The 
Outdoors

Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 LHS tennis 3
Seniors Sarah Stegenga (left), Morgan Hadler, Roselynn Hartshorn, 
Cassi Chesley and Rayann Remme accept the Battle Racket from 
Pipestone after the Cardinals’ 6-1 win Thursday, Sept. 14, in Luverne. 

By Scott Rall
In the first two columns 

about public land acquisi-
tion, we covered how a parcel 
is selected and how these 
sales originate. Appraisals 
are then completed and 
surveys finished and then 
reviewed by a second party.

After these are finalized, 
you can actually get close to 
having the seller and buyer 
sign a purchase agreement. 
But there are still a few more 
steps until that takes place.

Once the survey is com-
pleted, both parties now 
know the exact number of 
acres that will be changing 
hands. If the survey indi-
cated a change in those acres, 
the appraisal will need to be 
updated. 

If the survey shows 1.2 
acres more than originally 
thought, the appraiser will 
determine what the 1.2 ad-
ditional acres consists of. 
Was it 1.2 acres of additional 
tillable ground, or was it 1.2 
acres of road right of way, 
for example. 

The value of those addi-
tional 1.2 acres will be deter-
mined, and the appraisal will 
be updated to the new total 
acres. The corresponding 
value of that additional 1.2 
acres will be added to the 
appraised value.

But what if the survey 
showed 1.2 acres fewer than 
originally thought?  Then the 
appraiser will reduce the ap-

praised value by the value of 
1.2 acres. So, we are getting 
pretty close.

The next step is a title 
opinion. A title opinion is 
completed by an attorney 
who will research the title 
of the property to ensure 
the seller has a marketable 
title. A marketable title is a 
title clear of any defects to 
ensure a smooth transfer of 
the property. Most titles are 
considered marketable, but 
others will have issues that 
need to be resolved before 
closing. 

A determination is made 
as to whether there are 
any major issues.  If there 
are none, then a purchase 
agreement is completed and 
the deal then becomes solid. 
Neither party can back out 
or change their minds after 
the purchase agreement is 
drafted and signed by both 
parties.

What issues can make 
a title not marketable? Boy, 
this list can be 100 pages long. 
Common issues include 
those related to a divorce or 
ownership still listed in the 

name of a deceased person, 
and documents will be need-
ed to correct that. An example 
might be a property owned 
by a brother and a sister and 
one of them has since died 
but their name was either 
never removed from the title 
or their beneficiaries’ name 
was never added to the title.

Some title defects will 
hold up the signing of a pur-
chase agreement; others will 
not. The seller is required in 
the purchase agreement to 
provide a marketable title, 
and any title defects will 
become the responsibility of 
the seller to fix.

I have seen title issues 
arise on a property where 
the issue dates back to when 
the land was sold three prior 
owners ago. 

In many cases the estate 
of those folks has long been 
closed, and in some cases 
they need to be reopened 
and have an estate execu-
tor named in order to sign 
documents for the deceased 
person dating back 30 years 
or more.

Title issues can certainly 

Public land acquisition, Part 3: 
determining the exact land appraisal

 value and obtaining a marketable title 
be challenging, but I have 
never seen one that could not 
be fixed. Most are just little 
things and every once in a 
while, you run into a doozey.

There is one last step that 
follows the executed pur-
chase agreement, and that is 
a review of the appraisal by 
a third party. This is done to 
ensure prudent expenditures 
of state money. 

We do not complete the 
appraisal review until the 
purchase agreement is signed 
because of the costs involved 
and there is no reason to 
spend those funds if the 
deal would fall apart for any 
other possible causes before 
the purchase agreement is 
signed.

Depending on value of 
the parcel, an appraisal re-
view can take anywhere from 
three weeks to five months. 
The wheels of progress can 
grind really slowly when 
government agencies are 
involved.

Next week we will finally 
get to the end zone of a public 
land acquisition process, but 
there is still a fair amount of 
work to do before you can 
hang your hat on a job well 
done.

Scott Rall, Worthington, 
is a habitat conservationist, 
avid hunting and fishing 
enthusiast and is president 
of Nobles County Pheasants 
Forever. He can be reached 
at scottarall@gmail.com. 

Getting youth 
outdoors in pursuit of 
squirrels, rabbits and 
other small game is 
the focus of Take a Kid 
Hunting Weekend on 
Saturday, Sept. 23, and 
Sunday, Sept. 24. 

During the week-
end, adult Minnesota 
residents accompanied 
by a youth younger 
than age 16 may hunt 
small game without a 
license, although they 
must comply with open 
seasons, limits and 
other regulations.

Hunting small 
game is a great way to 
introduce kids to hunt-
ing. 

Kids learn how to 
search for game sign, 
properly handle fire-
arms and access hunt-
ing land — all without 
too much time sitting 
still and being quiet.

Anyone who wants 
to learn how to hunt 
can find helpful how-to 
guides on the Min-
nesota DNR website 
(mndnr.gov/gohunt-
ing) plus a recorded 
webinar about how to 
get started small game 
hunting (youtube.com/
watch?v=Y-GP0AS-
gC0w).

Small game hunting 
regulations are avail-
able at the Minnesota 
DNR small game hunt-
ing webpage (mndnr.
gov/hunting/small-
game).

Contact: Benji 
Kohn, volunteer mentor 
program coordinator, 
651-259-5178.

By Greg Hoogeveen
The Luverne girls’ ten-

nis team beat Worthing-
ton 7-0 Tuesday, Sept. 12, 
defeated Pipestone 6-1 
Thursday, Sept. 14, and fell 
to Sioux Falls Lincoln 6-3 
Monday, Sept. 18.

The Cardinals were 
scheduled to travel to St. 
James Tuesday, Sept. 19, 
and Redwood Thursday, 
Sept. 21.

Cardinals 7, Trojans 0
The Luverne girls’ ten-

nis team hosted a young 
Worthington team Tues-
day, Sept. 12, beating the 
Trojans 7-0.

In singles play the Car-
dinals won all four matches

Senior Sarah Stegenga 
lost the first set 6-2 and 
came back to take the next 
two sets 6-1, 10-8 in Lu-
verne’s No.1 singles match.

In the No. 2 match, 
senior Roselynn Hartshorn 
defeated her opponent in 
two sets 6-0, 6-0.

Senior Cassi Chesley 
won the No. 3 match in 
two sets 6-0, 6-0 for the 
Cardinals.

In singles No. 4, senior 
Morgan Hadler took two 
sets 6-0, 6-0 for a match 
win.

In the doubles matches, 
Luverne won all three 
against the Trojans.

In No. 1 doubles, ju-
niors Augusta Papik and 
Caitlin Kindt defeated their 
opponents 6-0, 6-0.

No. 2 doubles went to 
a pair of Cardinal juniors, 
Emma Nath and Corynn 
Oye, in two sets 6-1 and 6-0.

In No. 3 doubles, junior 
Katia Jarchow and senior 
Rayann Remme defeated 
their opponents 6-1, 6-1.

Luverne 6, Pipestone 1
Luverne beat Pipestone 

6-1 Thursday, Sept. 14, and 
took back the Battle Racket 
from the Arrows.

The Battle Racket start-
ed in 2017 to coincide with 
the rivaled Battle Axe in 
football between Luverne 
and Pipestone.

The Battle Racket is an 
actual wood racket painted 
red on one side and green 

on the other side.
Luverne won the first-ever 

Battle Racket match back in 
2017, and the Cardinals have 
also claimed it in 2019, 2020, 
2021 and again this year in 
2023. 

In singles play Luverne 
beat the Arrows in all four 
matches.

Stegenga beat her oppo-
nent 6-1, 6-0 in No. 1 singles 
action for a Cardinal match win.

Hartshorn got another 
match win in No. 2 singles, 
beating her opponent 7-5, 6-1.

In No. 3 singles, Chesley 
fell in the first set 0-6 and came 
back to win the next two sets 
6-3, 6-3 and the match for the 
Cardinals.

Hadler defeated her oppo-
nent in No. 4 singles in two sets, 
6-1 and 6-0, for a match win.

In doubles play Luverne 
won two matches and fell in 
one match to the Arrows.

Papik and Kindt won their 
No. 1 match in two sets 6-3 and 
6-2.

In No. 2 doubles, Nath and 
Oye fell to the Arrows in two 
sets 7-5 and 6-4 for Luverne’s 

only match loss.
During the game Oye 

received a shot to her nose 
from the tennis ball bounc-
ing off the net into her face 
to stop play because of a 
bloody nose.

Oye was able to resume 
play and finish the match 
after a short delay.

Remme and Jarchow 
won the No. 3 doubles 
match, winning the first set 
6-0, losing the second set 
6-7 (1) and winning the third 
set 6-1.

Sioux Falls Lincoln 6, 
Luverne 3

The Luverne girls’ tennis 
team traveled to Sioux Falls 
Lincoln Monday, Sept. 18.

The Cardinals lost 6-3 to 
Lincoln’s JV team.

“They are a very strong 
program and we played 
their JV team. The varsity 
has won the last five South 
Dakota state tournaments,” 
Beers said.

“In South Dakota they 
play six singles matches 
and three doubles matches. 

Typically, the six singles 
players will then make 
up the three doubles 
teams.”

In No. 1 singles Ste-
genga beat her opponent 
6-3, 6-4.

In No. 2 singles 
Papik won in two sets 
6-3, 6-2.

Kindt lost the No. 3 
singles match 6-3, 6-1.

Hadler lost the No. 

Luverne Cardinals take back Battle Racket from Pipestone

Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 LHS tennis 1
Junior Corynn Oye returns a volley against Pipestone 
in the No. 2 doubles match. Oye and junior Emma Nath 
won the match in two sets 6-1 and 6-0 Thursday, Sept. 14.

4 singles match 6-0, 6-0.
Remme fell 6-0, 6-0 

in No. 5 singles.
In No. 6 singles Jar-

chow fell 6-1, 6-0.
In No. 1 doubles Papik 

and Kindt won 6-3, 6-2.
In No. 2 doubles Nath 

and Oye lost 6-4, 7-5.
In No. 3 doubles 

junior Madison Hansen 
and sophomore Addyson 
Mann lost 6-4, 6-1.

Teach a kid 
to hunt 
during 
‘Take 
a Kid 
Hunting’ 
weekend
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Please join us 
You’re invited to our Fall Prevention Screening Clinic at 
Good Samaritan Society - Luverne where we’ll help identify your 
risk of falling, assess changes you can make in your environment 
and find ways to help you reduce your risk.

DATES & TIMES:  

Sept. 27, 2023
9 a.m. - Noon
LOCATION:
The Oaks 
110 S. Walnut Ave. 
Luverne, MN

To sign up, call (507) 283-1996 or visit the Good Samaritan 
Society - Luverne page at good-sam.com.

FALL  
PREVENTION
Screening Event
K N O W  Y O U R  R I S K

684-881-560 08/23
All faiths or beliefs are welcome. © 2023 The Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society. All rights reserved. 

By Greg Hoogeveen
The Luverne Car-

dinals volleyball team 
dropped three games 
to Adrian-Ellsworth 
in Ellsworth Thursday, 
Sept. 14, and traveled to 
Jackson Saturday, Sept. 
16, winning one game 
and losing three. 

“Our record for the 
season is now 6-9,” 
head coach Sarah De-
Beer said.

“We have a big confer-
ence week coming up 
hosting Redwood and 
Pipestone this week.”

The Cardinals were 
scheduled to host Red-
wood Tuesday, Sept. 19, 
and Pipestone Thurs-
day, Sept. 21.

Adrian 3, Luverne 0
The Cardinals took 

on Adrian-Ellsworth 
in Ellsworth Thursday, 
Sept. 14.

The Dragons beat 
Luverne in three games 
25-18, 25-19 and 25-12.

Junior Amira Cow-
ell had eight set assists, 
three kills and was eight 
of nine serving with one 
ace.

Seniors Tori Serie 
and Kiesli Smith had 
three kills each.

Senior Morgan 
Ahrendt was nine of 10 
at the service line with 
one ace.

Jackson Tourna-
ment 

The Cardinals 
traveled to the Jackson 
Invitational Saturday, 
Sept. 16.

Luverne won one 
game and fell in three 
games, playing 10 total 
sets at the tourney.

 In the first game 
Luverne lost to Heron 
Lake-Okabena/Fulda 
25-15 and 25-24.

In the second game 
against Austin the Car-
dinals fell in two sets 

25-21, 25-21.
Luverne beat 

Triton in three sets 
in game three.

Luverne took 
the first set 26-24, 
lost the second set 
25-14 and took set 
three winning 15-9.

In the fourth 
game Luverne lost 
in three sets to 
Dilworth-Glyndon-
Felton.

The Cardinals 
lost the first set 25-
20, won the sec-
ond set 25-21 and 
dropped the third 
set 15-7.

“We again ran 
a new rotation due 
to injury but I was 
very pleased on the 
progress we made 
throughout the day,” 
DeBeer said.

By Greg Hoogeveen
The H-BC vol-

leyball team traveled 
to Westbrook Walnut 
Grove Tuesday, Sept. 12, 
and lost to the Chargers 
3-1. The Patriots beat 
Mountain Lake Area/
Comfrey 3-1 on the road 
Thursday, Sept. 14.

The 3-2 Patriots 
were scheduled to trav-
el to Red Rock Central 
Tuesday, Sept. 19, and 
they’ll take on Edgerton 
Friday, Sept. 22, on the 
road.

Westbrook Walnut 
Grove 3, Hills-Bea-
ver Creek 0

The Hills-Beaver 
Creek volleyball team 
traveled to Westbrook-
Walnut Grove Tuesday, 
Sept. 12.

The Patriots lost in 
three sets to the Char-
gers 25-13, 25-10 and 
25-15.

“Against Westbrook 
we struggled a bit with 
blocking timing,” head 
coach Meghan Zylstra 
said.

“In the first play 
of the game freshman 
Brynn Bakken rolled 
her ankle so she was a 
little slow the rest of the 
night.”

Hills-Beaver Creek 
3, Mountain Lake 
Area/Comfrey 1

Hills-Beaver Creek 
went on the road beat-
ing MLAC Thursday, 
Sept. 14,  three sets 
to one for a Red Rock 

Conference win.
“The girls were super 

excited,” Zylstra said.
“For a couple of my 

seniors, that was the 
first conference game 
they’ve won in their 
whole career.”

The Patriots lost the 
first set 25-23 but came 
back to take the next 
three sets 25-20, 26-24 
and 25-19 for the win.

Freshman Olivia 
Deelstra had 12 kills, 
two solo blocks, went 
eight of 11 serving with 
four aces against the 
Wolverines.

Freshman Brynn 
Bakken had four kills, 
four solo blocks, was 11 
of 13 serving with 1 ace 
and four digs.

Senior Lanae Elbers 
posted nine kills and 
two solo blocks, serving 
13 of 16 with five aces.

Sophomore Ella 
Sammons contributed 
five kills and one solo 
block against Westbrook 
Walnut Grove.

Sophomore Abby 
Harris had 12 set assists, 
was 11 of 12 serving with 
one ace, one kill and 
three digs.

Senior Brynn Rauk 
had 10 set assists, was 11 
of 13 serving with four 
aces, one kill, one block 
and five digs.

Sophomore Claire 
Knobloch had seven 
digs.

Senior Grace Ander-
son was 13 of 16 at the 
line with three aces and 
12 digs.

Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 LHS volleyball 2
Junior Payton Behr (left), junior Amira Cowell and senior Tori Serie team up to block a shot from 
Adrian-Ellsworth Thursday, Sept. 14, in Ellsworth. The Dragons won the match in three sets.

LHS volleyball falls to Adrian-Ellsworth Patriots volley-
ball team falls to 
Westbrook, beats 

conference foe 
Mountain Lake

Greg Hoogeveen photo/0921 LHS volleyball 3
Senior Tori Serie jumps to spike the ball against Adrian-Ellsworth Thurs-
day, Sept. 14, in Ellsworth. The Dragons beat the Cardinals in three sets.

Minnesota’s regular 
waterfowl season opens a 
half hour before sunrise on 
Saturday, Sept. 23, with the 
same regulations as last year.

Minnesota has three 
waterfowl hunting zones 

— north, central and south 
— that share the Sept. 23 sea-
son opener but have varying 
end dates. The central and 
south zones also have a mid-

Minnesota’s regular waterfowl 
season begins this weekend

season closure Oct. 2-6.
Hunters are advised 

that water levels might be 
low due to dry conditions 
across the state. Scouting 
ahead of the season can 
help identify any changes 
hunters need to make in 
accessing their preferred 
hunting locations.

H u n t e r s  s h o u l d 
check the Minnesota De-

partment of Natural Re-
source’s waterfowl hunting 
page (mndnr.gov/hunting/
waterfowl) for complete in-
formation including season 
dates, regulations, a water-
fowl identification guide and 
weekly waterfowl migration 
reports.

Contact: Steve Cordts, 
waterfowl specialist, 218-
766-0112. 

By Greg Hoogeveen
The Luverne Cardi-

nals’ boys’ and girls’ cross-
country teams traveled to 
Rochester for the Mayo 
Invitational Thursday, Sept. 
14.

The Luverne boys’ 
varsity 5,000 meters team 
placed eighth, behind 
Wayzata in first place, then 
Stillwater Area, Rosemount, 
Winona, Cotter, Onalaska, 
and Owatonna in seventh.

The LHS girls’ varsity 
5,000 meters team also 
placed eighth in the meet.

 They were behind first-
place Owatonna, second-
place Rochester Century, 
third-place Cotter, fourth-
place Faribault, fifth-place 
Rosemont, sixth-place 
Byron and seventh-place 
Stillwater Area.

The boys’ junior varsity 
team had only two runners 
and did not place at the 
event.

The girls’ junior varsity 
5,000 meters team placed 
sixth behind Rochester 
Century, Owatonna, Rose-
mount, Faribault and Still-
water Area, respectively.  

LHS senior Jenna 

Luverne cross-country team 
runs at Mayo Invitational

DeBates took first place 
in the girls’ varsity 5,000 
meters event with a time 
of 19:09.91.

DeBates blew past 118 
competitors in the event 
and outran the second 
place Rochester John 
Marshall runner by 11.89 
seconds.

In the boys’ varsity 
5,000 event junior Owen 
Janiszeski placed 34th 
with a time of 17:22.42.

In individual results, 
Boys’ Varsity 5,000 
meter event Junior 
Owen Janiszeski finished 
in 34th place with a time 
of 17:22.42, senior Ryan 
Fick placed 37th with a 
time of 17:23.95, junior 
Sage Viessman placed 
52nd in 18:05.22, fresh-
man Marcus Papik placed 
57th in 18:13.75, junior 
Dylan Ommen placed 59th 
in 18:18.67, junior Leif 
Ingebretsen placed 69th in 
18:37.71 and senior Zach 
Terrio placed 88th with a 
time of 19:16.80.

In the Girls’ Var-
sity 5,000 Meter event, 
senior Jenna DeBates 
placed first with a time 

of 19:09.91, freshman 
Khloe Visker placed 36th 
in 22:02.11, seventh-
grader Summer Mollberg 
placed 47th in 22:22.68, 
eighth-grader Grace 
Kempema placed 83rd in 
24:18.70, seventh-grader 
Sophia Nolz placed 88th 
in 24:38.23 and freshman 
Reinha John placed 104th 
in 26:23.13.

In the Boys’ Junior 
Varsity 5,000 Meter 
junior Kaleb Hemme 
placed 62nd with a time of 
20:04.04 and junior Eli 
McLendon placed 108th in 
21:17.72.

In the Girls’ Junior 
Varsity 5,000 Meter 
event, freshman Mariah 
Knorr finished in 31st with 
a time of 25:47.07, fresh-
man Olivia Lund placed 
45th in 26:36.95, senior 
Kayla Bloemendaal placed 
52nd in 26:59.81, junior 
Jaelyn Arp placed 64th in 
28:12.45 and senior Brynn 
Boyenga placed 80th with a 
time of 29:10.94.

The Cardinals will 
travel to Jackson County 
Central Thursday, Sept. 21, 
for their next event.



Page 4B  Rock County Star Herald  September 21, 2023

Page 4B September 21, 2023 

Built on
a Rock

By Pastor Mike 
Geiger, Crosspoint 

Church (WELS) 
Georgetown, TX

 “Can you believe it?” 
We often say this when we 
see or witness something 
that seems beyond the 
normal. We might believe 
it because we witness it, 
but the person we tell 
about it is a bit skeptical.  
We may even qualify 
these events with the 
phrase, “I wouldn’t have 
believed it unless I saw it!”

Stories like this might 
be an account of the fish 
that “got away” or perhaps 
a sports team’s come-
from-behind win late in 
the game that defied all 
the odds. Perhaps it’s an 
unexpected promotion or 
job offer.

These events may 
be hard to believe, but 
because we experienced 
or trust the source, we 
believe them.

The Apostle John 
witnessed many things 
that caused the disciples 
to look at each other and 
say in Aramaic, “Can you 
believe it?”

Perhaps one would 
respond, “I wouldn’t 
believe it except that I 
saw it.”

This  att i tude is 
easy to transfer to more 
important  things … 
matters of life and death 

… eternal life and death.
In discussions of 

heaven or hell, people 
ask, “Do you believe they 
are real?”

In matters of Jesus 
and being the only way to 
heaven, people surmise, 

“Do you really believe he 
is the only way to heaven?”

In asking about the 
Bible as the inspired word 
of God, “Really, do you 
believe that?”

Many aspects of faith 
challenge our hearts and 
minds because we weren’t 
there to see everything 
the Bible talks about. In 
fact, we were not first-
hand witnesses of any 
of the events that are 
recorded in the Bible.

So can you believe it?
The Apostle John 

was challenged by people 
asking the same question. 

Can you
believe it?

Can you believe Jesus is 
the Messiah? Can you 
believe he is real? Can 
you believe he is the Son 
of God? Can you believe 
he accomplished all for 
eternal life?

The Apostle John 
didn’t give a dissertation 
on the doctrine of Christ, 
although he could have.  
Rather he simply shared 
what convinced him that 
Jesus was the Christ, that 
he was the Son of God and 
eternal life came through 
him.

What was that? Signs. 
Miracles. Things that only 
Jesus as the Son of God 
could do. Change water 
into wine. Heal from a 
distance. Make the lame 
walk. Feed 5,000 with 
minimal food. Raise the 
dead.

John chose seven 
miracles to record in 
his Gospel with one key 
purpose: To answer 
the question, “Can you 
believe it?”

The Apostle John 
wrote: “Jesus, in the 
presence of his disciples, 
d i d  m a n y  o t h e r 
miraculous signs that are 
not written in this book. 
But these are written 
that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have 
life in his name.” John 
20:30-31

We pray: Lord, thank 
you for revealing who you 
are and what you’ve done 
to John and the other 
Apostles so that we too 
might have certainty that 
you are the Christ, the Son 
of God and by believing, 
we may have life in his 
name.  Amen.

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Mass. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Friday 
at the nursing homes – check the bulletin. All Sunday masses will be live 
streamed on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/vid-
eos/. Visit www.stscl.org for more information. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Joe Steenholdt, Pastor
Sunday Worship services: 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Sunday School follows 
the morning service (Sept.-April). Livestream and past services can be 
found on our YouTube channel. Our services are also on local cable TV 
at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 12:30 p.m. on Thursdays. To stay 
up to date on announcements, follow us on Facebook and Instagram @
luvernecrc. In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in 
the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
103 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Face-
book Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Thursday, Sept. 21: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Read-
ing Buddies. Sunday, Sept. 24: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10 a.m. Sunday 
school and 10th grade Confirmation class. 10 a.m. Coffee with Council. 
5:30 p.m. High school students meet for Corn Maze trip. Tuesday, Sept. 
26: 7 a.m. Dorcus Circle. 8:30 a.m. Grace Notes assembly. 9 a.m. Staff 
meeting. 10:30 a.m. Service at Poplar Creek. 2-4 p.m. GriefShare session. 
3:30 p.m. Reading Buddies. Wednesday, Sept. 27: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study. 3:30-5 p.m. Faithweavers. 7 p.m. 8th and 9th Grade Confirma-
tion class. Online, TV and Radio Worship options are available. Online 
worship: Sundays 9 a.m. at www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab; or 
Facebook page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at 10 a.m. Radio: KQAD-AM Radio 
Sundays at 8:15 a.m. 

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 605-215-9834
Andrew Palmquist, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Sunday School and Bible class. 10:15 a.m. Worship 
service; worship online as well (at els.org). Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. Zoom 
Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany Lutheran Church (Luverne) 
for other classes and events. 

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Friday, Sept. 22: 6:30 a.m. Community Men’s Bible Study. Sunday, Sept. 
24: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. CommServices are also broadcast on 
Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s 
available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne. Tuesday, Sept. 26: 9:45 a.m. 
Bible study fellowship. 12 p.m. Staff meeting. Wednesday, Sept. 27: 5:30 
p.m. Midweek meal. 6:15 p.m. Senior High youth group. 6:30 p.m. Pioneer 
Clubs. 6:30 p.m. Jr. High youth groups.

Rock River Community Church
1075 110th Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-9070; email: info@rockrivercommunity.church
Bob Junak, Pastor

Come as you are—Sundays @ 10 a.m.: Main Service. Kids church age 
3-6th grade—Nursery. Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. Midweek Service—Kids 
age 3-6th grade.

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529
Wednesday, Sept. 20: 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Open Prayer chapel. 6:15 p.m. FUEL. 
6:30 p.m. Organized Prayer. 8 p.m. AA meeting. Thursday, Sept. 21: 8 p.m. 
NA meeting. Saturday, Sept. 23: 8 p.m. AA meeting. Sunday, Sept. 24: 9:30 
a.m. FUEL/Adult Sunday School. 9:45 a.m. Coffee. 10:30 a.m. Worship 
service. Live streamed on Facebook and radio. 3 p.m. ALIVE Event – car 
talks. 4:30 p.m. Genesis/Revelation Bible study. Monday, Sept. 25: 6:30 p.m. 
Genesis to Revelation Bible study. Tuesday, Sept. 26: 9:30 a.m. Folding Team. 
1:30 p.m. Sewn in Faith. 6 p.m. W&M meeting. 7 p.m. Scouts. Wednesday, 
Sept. 27: 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Open Prayer chapel. 5:30 p.m. Community Meal. 
6:15 p.m. FUEL. 6:30 p.m. Organized Prayer. 8 p.m. AA meeting. Thursday, 
Sept. 28: 8 p.m. NA meeting.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: fpcemilie@gmail.com 
Wednesday, September 20: 9:00 a.m. Morning circle, 10:50 a.m. Home deliv-

ered meals, 1:30 p.m. Afternoon circle, 5:30 p.m. Bell choir, 6:15 p.m. Chancel 
choir, 7:15 p.m. Deacons. Thursday, September 21: VISITOR DEADLINE, 
10:50 a.m. Home delivered meals. Friday, September 22: 10:50 a.m. Home 
delivered meals. Sunday, September 24: 9-10 a.m. Adult Sunday school, 10:15 
a.m. (Note change in time) In-person worship service (View on Facebook 
under First Presbyterian Church of Luverne, City of Luverne’s LUV TV or 
on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
10 a.m. on Thursdays), Congregational meeting and Youth Sunday school, 
11:15 a.m. Fellowship coffee hour. Monday, September 25: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon Quilters meet, 10:50 a.m. Home delivered meals. Tuesday, September 
26: 10:50 a.m. Home delivered meals. Wednesday, September 27: 5:30 p.m. 
Bell choir, 6:15 p.m. Chancel choir.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Saturdays: 5:30 p.m. Worship Service. Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship Service. 
10 a.m. Fellowship Time. 10:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:15 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study. Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Bible Study. 6:30 p.m. Catechesis 
Class. 6:30 p.m. Kids for Christ. 7:30 p.m. Youth Group. Services will be 
available on the Vast Channel 3 Sunday and online at the city website, 
cityofluverne.org. Holy Communion is offered on 2nd and 4th weekends and 
Liturgical Feasts.

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Josh Hayden, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
101 W. Maple, Luverne

Ph. (605) 368-1924; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. 
Bible study. Worship service on Luverne cable at 3:30 p.m. every Thursday 
and Friday. 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 – firstpalisade@alliancecom.net 
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, Sept. 24: 9 a.m. Worship service at First Lutheran Church. 10 
a.m. Sunday school. All are welcome. We Are ONLINE! Facebook: @
FirstLutheranValley Springs; YouTube: FirstPalisadeLutheranParish. 

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — palisadechurch@alliancecom.net
www.palisadelutheran.org

Sunday, Sept. 24: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship service 
at Palisade Lutheran Church. All are welcome. We Are ONLINE! Face-
book: @PalisadeLC; YouTube: FirstPalisadeLutheranParish. 

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7 
p.m. Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship Service in-person with livestream available on 
the church’s Facebook site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270 / bethlehemofhills@gmail.com
Nita Parker, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Chapel. 9 a.m. Sunday school. 10 a.m. 
Worship Service. Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem 
of Hills. You can find more info on our website blchills.org. 

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Praveen Muthasamy, Pastor
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 5 p.m. Evening worship service.
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Read
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Please recycle 
your newsprint 
when finished 

with the paper.
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Please recycle your 
newsprint when finished 

with the paper
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Rock County seeks crack 
sealing bids by Oct. 2

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
BITUMINOUS CRACK SEALING / S.A.P. 067-030-016

BIDS CLOSE @ 11:00 A.M. October 2, 2023
LUVERNE, MINNESOTA

	 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department at 
Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 a.m. on Monday, October 2, 2023.
READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CONTAINED IN 
THE PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Attention is called to the fact that the contractor must comply with the **Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions** as contained in this Proposal.
	 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at ll20 North Blue 
Mound Avenue in Luverne, MN, immediately following the hour set for receiving bids 
for the following Rock County Highway work. Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, October 
3rd, 2023, at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
	 The project consists of a Bituminous Crack Seal Treatment. The project is located 
on various roads in Rock County
	 The major items of work are: 63,287 pounds Bituminous Sealant for Crack-filling
	 Plans, specifications, and proposals may be viewed, and downloaded at www.
questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.
mn.us/highway. Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway 
Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, Minnesota 56156-
0808 / (507) 283-5010.
	 The non-refundable cost for plans and one proposal will be $30.00.
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the 
proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. S.A.P.  067-030-016”
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(09-07, 09-14, 09-21)

Donth probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  PROBATE COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of                                                              Court File No. 67-PR-23-203
Karen David Donth, a/k/a Karen D. Donth, 	                                
a/k/a Karen Donth,
	 Deceased                                        		    ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING
                                                                     FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND
        		                                        APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
			     IN SUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
			               AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 25th day of September, 2023,  
at 8:30 O’clock  a.m., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock County 
Courthouse, Luverne, Minnesota, for the formal probate of an instrument purporting
to be the will of the above named deceased, dated June 7, 2011, and for the appointment of
Mary E. Donth, whose address is 424 E. Luverne Street, Magnolia, Minnesota 56158, as
personal representative of the estate of the above named decedent in supervised
administration, and that any objections thereto must be filed with the Court. That, if proper, 
and no objections are filed, said personal representative will be appointed to administrate
the estate, to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and
sell real and personal property, and do all necessary acts for the estate. Upon completion
of the administration, the representative shall file a final account for the allowance and
shall distribute the estate to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court,
and close the estate.
	 Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said estate 
are required to present the same to said personal representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.

	 Dated: August 31, 2023	
	 	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt   
Douglas E. Eisma	 	 	 District Court Judge
Attorney for Petitioner
Eisma and Eisma	 	 	 /s/ Natalie Resich
130 East Main	 	 	 Court Administrator
Luverne, MN 56156 
507-283-4828	 	 	 (COURT SEAL)
I.D. #158343 
			   (09-14, 09-21)                           

Gimble probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  PROBATE COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of                                                              Court File No. 67-PR-23-201
Jewell Gimble a/k/a Jewell A. Gimble, 	                                                                          	
a/k/a Jewell Ann Gimble,                         	ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
      Deceased                            FORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT
		                                      OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE IN SUPERVISED
		                                            ADMINISTRATION AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
		                                                                                 ANCILLARY PROCEEDING 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 25th day of September, 
2023, at 8:30 O’clock a m., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock 
County Courthouse, Luverne, for the formal probate of an instrument purporting 
to be the will of the above named deceased, dated February 26, 2006, and for the 
appointment of Joel R. Gimble, whose address is 2312 E. 12th Street, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota 57103, as personal representative of the estate of the above named 
decedent in a supervised administration, and that any objections thereto must he 
filed with the Court. That, if proper, and no objections are filed, said personal repre-
sentative will be appointed to administer the estate, to collect all assets, pay all legal 
debts, claims taxes and expenses, and sell real and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon completion of the administration, the personal 
representative shall file a final account for the allowance and shall distribute the estate 
to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.	
	 Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said estate 
are required to present the same to said co-personal representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.

	 Dated: August 31, 2023	
	 	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt   
Douglas E. Eisma	 	 	 District Court Judge
Attorney for Petitioner
Eisma and Eisma	 	 	 /s/ Natalie Resich
130 East Main	 	 	 Court Administrator
Luverne, MN 56156 
507-283-4828	 	 	 (COURT SEAL)
I.D. #158343 
			   (09-14, 09-21)                           

Rock County Highway Dept. 
seeks proposals by Oct. 16 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT & APPROACH GRADING / S.A.P. 067-611-010 ETC.  

BIDS CLOSE @ 11:00 A.M. OCTOBER 16, 2023
LUVERNE, MINNESOTA

	 Sealed *Bid Packets* will be received by the Rock County Highway Department in
Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Monday October 16, 2023.
READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CONTAINED 
IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions & Wage Rates as contained in the Proposal. 
	 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock 
County Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 
North Blue Mound Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour set 
for receiving bids for the following Rock County Highway work. Bids will be awarded 
on Tuesday October 17, 2023, at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
	 Construction of Bridges 67K49 & 67K50 / PCST. Box Culverts.
	 The Major Quantities of Work are: 46 Ft. of 16’x9’ PCST. Box Culvert + 2
End Sections; 46 Ft. of 16’x8’ PCST. Box Culvert + 2 End Sections; 132 Ft. of 14’x6’
PCST. Box Culvert + 6 End Sections; 1,574 Cu. Yds. Aggregate Backfill & Bedding;
551 Tons Rock Bedding; & 264 Tons Random Riprap Class 2.
	 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest at
www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.
rock.mn.us/highway. Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway
Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 
56156-0808 / (507) 283 - 5010.
	 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $50.00.
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn in 
favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-611-010, Etc.”.
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any
or all bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(09-14, 09-21, 09-28, 10-05)

 The Bull Pen Sports Bar
and Grill assumes name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
	 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
	 ASSUMED NAME: The Bull Pen Sports Bar and Grill 
	 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
	 1202 S. Kniss Ave., Luverne, MN 56156 USA
	 NAMEHOLDER(S):
	 Name: B&H Investments, LLC
	 Address: 1202 S. Kniss Ave., Luverne, MN 56156 USA
	 	If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.
	 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document 
under oath. 
	 Signature : /s/ Dave Halverson
	 MAILING ADDRESS: None provided
	 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: halvie31@hotmail.com

(09-21, 09-28)

Pap Trust
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF DECEASED SETTLOR AND SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE

	 Notice is given that on August 15, 2023, Wilmer R. Pap died, who was the Settlor 
of the Wilmer Pap Living Trust dated June 20, 2023, and any amendments thereto.
	 Jared L. Pap, whose address is 924 141st Street, Luverne, MN 56156 and Jonathan 
H. Pap, whose address is 1593 16th St., Edgerton, MN 56128, are the current Trustees 
of the Wilmer Pap Living Trust dated June 20, 2023, and any amendments thereto.
	 Creditors of the deceased Settlor must file their claims within four (4) months after 
the date of the first publication of this Notice or any claim or collection which otherwise 
could have been asserted or enforced against the trust or assets thereof may be barred.
	 Claims may be submitted to the Trustee by mailing a written statement of the 
claim to the Trustee at the address above.
	 Dated this 30th day of August, 2023.

/s/ Jared L. Pap	 	 	 /s/ Jonathan H. Pap
Jared L. Pap	 	 	 Jonathan H. Pap
924 141st St.	 	 	 1593 16th St.
Luverne, MN 56156	 	 	 Edgerton, MN 56128
507-227-7338	 	 	 507-227-4674

Prepared by:
Evan Anema
Estate Planning Solutions Law Firm, PLLC
5027 S. Bur Oak Place
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
605-906-8118
www.epslawfirm.com

(09-21, 09-28)

Sakry hearing
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

Estate of: Duane J. Sakry,                                            Court File No. 67-PR-23-218                                                 	
	 Decedent	                                           NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON

PETITION FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY,
DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP,
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

	 It is Ordered and Notice is given that on October 16, 2023, at  8:30 a.m., a hearing will
be held in this Court at 204 E. Brown Street, Luverne (via Zoom), Minnesota, for the 
adjudication of intestacy and determination of heirship of the Decedent, and for the ap-
pointment of Sandra Sakry, whose address is 902 E. 7th Street, Dell Rapids, SD 57022,
as Personal Representative of the Estate of the Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED ad-
ministration. Any objections to the petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised
at the hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representative
will be appointed with full power to Administrator the Estate, including the power to collect
all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to sell real and personal
property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate.
	 Notice is also given that (subject to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-801) all
creditors having claims against the Estate are required to present claims to the Personal
Representative or to the Court Administraton within four months after the date of this
Notice or the claims will be barred.	

	 Date Filed: Sept. 12, 2023	 	 	 /s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 Judge of District Court
Attorney for: Petitioner	 	 	   	
Name: Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.	 	 	 /s/ Natalie Reisch	 	
Firm: Vander Kooi Law Offices, P.A.	 	 	 Court Administrator
Street: 127 E. Main, PO Box 746
City, State, ZIP: Luverne, MN 56156	 	 	
Attorney License No: 112124
Telephone: 507-283-9546
FAX: 507-283-9629
Email: lawkooi@gmail.com
	 	 	 	                      (09-21, 09-28)

 K and K Welding, LLC
assumes name
MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
	 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
	 ASSUMED NAME: K and K Welding LLC
	 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
	 294 Main St., Kenneth, MN 56147 USA
	 NAMEHOLDER(S):
	 Name: Kevin L. Kremin
	 Address: 18465 Ahlers Ave., Kenneth, MN 56147 USA
	 	If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.
	 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document 
under oath. 
	 Signature : /s/ Kevin L. Kremin
	 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: kandkweld@gmail.com

(09-21, 09-28)

H-BC School Board 
meets Aug. 28

Hills-Beaver Creek Dist. 671
Minutes

Aug. 28, 2023
	 The Hills-Beaver Creek School Board met for its semi-monthly meeting at
7 p.m. at the Elementary School in Beaver Creek (404 S. 4th St) for building walk-
through then convened in the H-BC Secondary School Board room, 301
N Summit Ave, Hills, MN.
	 Board members and Administration present were Bosch, Gehrke, Harnack, 
Helgeson, Rauk, Rozeboom and Uittenbogaard. Superintendent Holthaus, Prin-
cipal Kellenberger and Business Manager Rozeboom were also in attendance.
	 Motion by Bosch, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve the agenda.
	 Visitors to the meeting were Mavis Fodness (Rock County Star Herald)
for the Elementary School tour and Ms Klumper.
COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATES: None
	 Motion by Rauk, second by Uittenbogaard, and carried to approve consent
agenda:
	 -Minutes—08/14/2023
	 -Bills
	 -Imprest Cash Report
	 -Treasurer Report as of 7/31/23
	 -Student Activity Account as of 7/31/23

	 -Assigning Mark Top as Preschool Route Driver for the 2023-2024 School 
	 Year
	 Motion by Harnack, second by Rozbeoom, and carried to approve Donation
Resolution:
	 $60 from Blackbaud Giving Fund for Elementary Student Council
	 $60 from Blackbaud Giving Fund for Secondary Student Council
	 Motion by Rauk, second by Helgeson, and carried to approve World Classroom 
Trip to Washington DC for 2025, June 28 - July 1, 2025 - Current 6/7/8 graders.
DISTRICT NON ACTION ITEMS:
	 -Secondary Principal Report
	 -Superintendent/Elementary Principal Report
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING:
DATES TO REMEMBER:
	 -New Staff orientation August 28
	 -All Staff and Family Picnic, August 29
	 -Secondary and Elementary School Open House 8/30
	 -Regular Board meeting, Monday, September 11
	 -Regular Board meeting, Monday, September 25
	 Motion by Rozeboom, second by Uittenbogaard, and carried to approve
adjournment of meeting.
	 Time of Adjournment 8:16 p.m.

Tamara Rauk, Clerk
(09-21)
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Ellsworth Public School is seek-
ing to hire bus and van drivers. 
Bus drivers receive $50/
route, field trips are $25/hour.
Van drivers receive $26.50/hr.
To apply, please fill out and 
return the district applica-
tion. The application can be 
found on the school web-
site: ellsworthschoolsmn.org 
Click on Staff-->Employment 
Opportunities or use the Link 
to application          (9.14-9.30)

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get 
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE 
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

Apartment for rent: Two-
bedroom apartment with cen-
tral air, on-site laundry and 
one-stall garage. No pets and 
no smoking. Located in quiet 
area. 55+ community. Call 
507-920-0406.             (9.9-9.28)

Thank you for your many 
acts of kindness celebrat-
ing the life of the Reverend 
Terry Morse. May God’s rich-
est blessings be upon you.

The Morse Family
(9.21-9.23)

                                     Week of September 17, 2023             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select pro-
grams include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus off er: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DONATING YOUR VEHICLE? 
Get more! Free towing. Tax deduct-
ible. Plus, a $200 restaurant voucher and 
a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50 
locations. Call Heritage for the Blind to 
donate your vehicle today 844/220-9501

SWITCH TO DISH
and get up to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack included for a limited 
time! Hurry, call for details: 855/562-4309

INFLATION IS AT 40 YEAR HIGHS
Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call National 
Debt Relief &  nd out how to pay off  
your debt for signi cantly less than what 
you owe! Free quote: Call 844/205-5439 

SERVICES

www.Star-Herald.com
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NOW HIRING 
CNAs

 » Hiring Bonuses
 » Generous Benefits 
 » Competitive Pay
 » Meaningful Careers

 » Recognized as a Best 
Nursing Home 2023 
by US News and 
World Report

Search “Luverne MDVA” at
mn.gov/careers

Questions about employment opportunities?
Contact Human Resouces at:

mdva.luverne@state.mn.us or 507-920-0000

Serving Minnesota Veterans and Their Families

MDVA is a Veteran-friendly, equal opportunity and affirmative action employer and service provider. This document can be made available in alternate formats. Contact MDVA’s 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Line at 612-548-5961 or your preferred telecommunications relay service.
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