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H-BC hired a new ag instructor. Read about that and more in 2020 Fall Ag Edition inside

It’s beginning to look a lot like harvest

By Mavis Fodness
Early voting opens Friday, Sept. 

18, for the Nov. 3 general election, and 
the Rock County Auditor-Treasurer 
Office will be busy filling absentee 
ballot requests.

More than 500 registered voters 
are waiting for the official ballots, 
slated to arrive in the mail the week 
of Sept. 28.

Auditor-treasurer Ashley Kurtz 
estimated a week for her office to as-
semble the ballots with instructions 
and place them in the mail.

“We have a lot of work ahead of 
us,” she said. “It’s good that people 
want to vote.”

Her office received an average of 
a dozen calls a day since the state’s 
Aug. 11 primary, inquiring about the 
general election early voting option.

Any registered voter in Rock 
County can ask for an absentee bal-
lot, due to revisions in election rules.

There are 5,000 registered voters 
in Rock County, with 2,000 of those 
voters living in mail ballot precincts 
where there are no longer in-person 
voting locations.

Locally reasons given for early 
voting range from avoiding waiting in 
line at polling places to not wanting 
to be exposed to large groups due to 
the coronavirus.

Kurtz said none of the callers 
have questioned the validity of vot-
ing through mail ballot versus voting 
in person.

She said her office follows the 
state’s stringent checks and balances 
to prevent fraudulent voting.

Her office also goes to extra 
lengths to make sure all votes are 
counted.

For the Aug. 11 primary election, 
677 mail ballots were received in 
Kurtz’s office along with 173 absen-
tee ballots.

More voters are opting to mail 
in their ballots

“As a comparison, in 2018 we 

By Mavis Fodness
The Rock County Commission-

ers postponed action on a prelimi-
nary 2021 tax levy until Sept. 22 after 
discussions stalled during the Sept. 
8 meeting.

County Administrator Kyle 
Oldre said the state is projecting a 
budget shortfall due to spending 
efforts to lessen the coronavirus 
pandemic impact in the state.

State officials may shift more 
costs to counties by not allocating 
all of the promised Local Govern-
ment Aid. 

Rock County is slated to receive 
$562,744 for 2021, up $425 from 
this year.

Oldre encouraged commission-
ers to participate in the upcoming 
virtual fall policy conferences 
through the Association of Min-
nesota Counties to advocate for 
not shifting more burden to local 
property owners.

“The more time we can buy, the 
better off we are going to be,” he said.

County departments indicate 
they’ll need $150,000 in increased 
expenditures for employee benefits 
and salaries and another $150,000 
for bond payments.

Commissioners met in a budget 
planning session Sept. 2 when each 

By Lori Sorenson
For the second year in a row, 

Luverne’s tax levy could increase 
by more than 9 percent, according 
to action at the Sept. 8 City Council 
meeting.

Council members set the pro-
posed 2021 tax levy at $2,298,720, 
which represents a 9.67 percent 
increase ($202,596 more than the 
current levy).

The levy amount includes 
$2,157,000 for the general fund and 
$141,720 for principal and interest 
on existing debt.

At their Aug. 18 meeting, council 
members reviewed the operating 
budget, which included rough 

outlines of the city’s governmental 
expenses and revenues. 

The governmental budget 
includes the general fund, airport, 
pool and capital projects.

Governmental expenditures 
for 2021 will be roughly $7 million 
and revenues are estimated at $7.3 
million. 

They include public safety – law 
enforcement contract $936,000, fire 
$289,000 and building official – at 
$1.4 million, about 27 percent of 
costs; public works and airport at 
$1.1 million, about 18 percent of 
costs; culture and recreation at $1.4 

County considers no 
increase for 2021 levy

Luverne proposes 
9.7 percent levy hike 

By Mavis Fodness
Two Rock County organizations 

are collaborating to support families 
whose loved ones are living with 
dementia.

A.C.E. of Southwest Minnesota 
and the local Friends of the Library 
are sponsoring reminiscence kits 
now available for checkout from the 
Rock County Library.

Linda Wenzel, the local A.C.E. 
(Achieve, Connect, Educate) 
coordinator, and library director 
Calla Jarvie assembled seven kits, 
each with its own theme — sewing, 
farming, do-it-yourself, baking, pets, 
hunting and gardening.

“The items are meant to be props 
for discussion,” Jarvie said. “The 
gardening kit does include seeds, 

By Mavis Fodness
The Luverne School Board 

unanimously approved two-
year contracts with the district 
custodians and the district para-
professionals at a special meeting 
Thursday night, Sept. 10.

Both contracts are effective 
from July 1, 2020, through June 
30, 2022.

Salary increase percentages 
are consistent with recently ap-
proved teaching staff and other 
district salaries.

For custodial staff, salaries 
increase 2.6 percent for the first 
year and 2.4 percent for the sec-
ond year.

Under the new custodial 
contract, the hours for the shift 
differential of an added 75 cents 
per hour was defined as 6 p.m. 
to 6 a.m.

Also added to the contract 
is a $250 stipend applied in June 
of each year for employees who 

achieve additional licenses for 
electrical and/or boiler operation. 
The stipend is effective each year 
the employee holds the license(s).

School board members 
also unanimously approved a 
contract with paraprofession-
als, food service personnel and 
administrative assistants.

Salary increases include 2.6 
percent during the contract’s 
first year and 2.4 percent for the 
second year.

In the contract, the sick leave 
definition was changed to allow 
leave by the half hour instead of 
by the full hour.

The district health insurance 
contributions are $5,750 for the 
first year and $6,250 for the sec-
ond year.  

Luverne School Board 
approves union contracts
Salary increases include 2.6 percent 
during the contract’s first year 
and 2.4 percent for the second year

District contributes $5,750 
for health insurance in first 
year and $6,250 in second

Volunteers, library team up for dementia support

Mavis Fodness photo/0910 Reminiscence Kits
A.C.E. of Southwest Minnesota and Rock County Friends of the Library recently assembled reminiscence kits for 
caregivers to use with loved ones suffering from memory loss. Pictured from left are Linda Wenzel (holding a do-
it-yourself kit), Kristen Scheidt (farming), Elena Heronimus (pets), and Linda Frahm (hunting.)

but we don’t intend for those to be 
planted. Each kit does include at 
least one book, so we would hope 
the book will be read and used.”

A.C.E. of Southwest Minnesota 
recently received a grant from 
the Minnesota Board on Aging 
to support its ongoing efforts to 

Early voting 
starts Friday
Local election 
officials brace for 
record participation
mail ballot requests

Early voting/continued on page 2A County levy/continued on page 3A City levy/continued on page 3A

Reminiscence kits/see page 2A

After an unusually dry August, local fields have ripened rapidly and local farmers are responding to conditions with early harvest protocols. 
Livestock producers started silage chopping over two weeks ago and have now moved on to wet corn. Meanwhile, many soybean fields quickly 
yellowed and turned to brown under prolonged hot, dry conditions followed by last week’s near freezing temperatures. According to USDA crop 
reports for southern Minnesota, soybean harvest is two weeks ahead of schedule and six days ahead of the five-year average. This photograph, 
taken Monday evening west of Luverne, shows wide variation in soybean varieties and among fields that were planted in different time frames. 
The foreground soybeans are still showing some green while the harvest activity shows plants at mature stages. According to the USDA, corn 
maturity in southern Minnesota is 24 days ahead of last year and two weeks ahead of the five-year average. (Star Herald photo and text by Lori Sorenson)
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Community calendar

accepted 50 absentee ballots, 
and in 2016 only 38,” Kurtz 
said. “We saw 3 1/2 times more 
absentee ballots.”

Once received by mail, 
the ballots are logged into the 
computer and are physically 
examined for completeness. 

The most common over-
sight is not signing the enve-
lope before mailing.

“If it (the envelope) is miss-
ing a signature, we will call 
them or contact them by any 
means possible,” Kurtz said.

Those individuals person-
ally signed the primary ballot 
in the auditor-treasurer’s office.

One ballot, however, re-
mained rejected due to the 
person’s recent move from a 

mail ballot precinct to an in-
person voting precinct.

Kurtz said the person was 
able to vote at the precinct by 
showing proof of address.

The postal service will 
again assist in getting ballots to 
the Rock County Courthouse 
for counting.

Kurtz said postal officials 
made extra trips to the regional 
distribution center to pick up 
ballots.

Mailed ballots must be 
postmarked by the election 
date, but in the case of the 
primary, the ballot could ar-
rive two days after the election 
date and still be counted. For 
the general election, there are 
seven extra days.

“It means I can’t finalize 
results until then,” Kurtz said. 

“(But) it doesn’t mean you can 
turn the ballot in late.”

Absentee and mail ballots 
are not counted until Election 
Day, when the ballot enve-
lopes are opened and official 
ballots are run through the 
ballot counting machine.

A common error with 
mail-in ballots, Kurtz said, is 
when a voter fails to correct 
an error in one of the races as 
instructed. 

While the rest of the votes 
are not rejected, the race where 
more than one candidate is 
selected is rejected, unless the 
voter followed instructions to 
show which candidate was 

intended.
In some cases, voters can 

contact the Auditor-Treasurer 
Office for a new ballot.

Absentee ballots can be 
requested until Nov. 2.

Ballots for mail-in pre-
cincts will be mailed after 
Sept. 24.

For more information 
about requesting an absentee 
ballot or correcting a voting er-
ror, visit the Minnesota Secre-
tary of State website, sos.state.
mn.us, or contact the Rock 
County Auditor-Treasurer Of-
fice at 507-283-5060.

In-person absentee vot-
ing is also available Sept. 18. 
Call the Auditor-Treasurer 
Office for an appointment.

educate the public about 
dementia in the seven-county 
service area.

In Rock County the grant 
launched the Southwest 
Dementia Awareness 
Network (SWDAN), a support 
group for caregivers for 
people with Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of dementia.

The reminiscence 
kits were assembled with 
$500 from the grant with 
the Friends of the Library 
contributing an additional 
$200.

A kit can be checked out 
for two weeks.

Items inside the kits were 
selected to trigger pleasant 
memories for those with 
memory loss and encourage 
them to share those stories. 

“The items were chosen 
for their texture, size — they 
need to fit in the tubs we 

have for the kits — and if we 
thought they would be good 
for jogging memories,” Jarvie 
said.

In the pets reminiscence 
kit, for example, a stuffed dog 
and cat were included.

“The farm kit has a John 
Deere model tractor and a 
Case IH model tractor — we 
know how divisive that can 
be,” Jarvie joked about local 
brand allegiance. 

Items are also meant 
to stimulate a person’s five 
senses — touch, sight, smell, 
taste and/or sound.

Wenzel pointed to the 
bookcase analogy from the 
Dementia Friends Minnesota 
as to why the reminiscence 
kits are important and 
special care was taken to 
choose items common in the 
community.

She said dementia is 

like a bookshelf. Books with 
facts and complex thinking 
are on the top shelf. Then 
the shelf is rocked — much 
like the beginning effects of 

dementia — the top books 
fall away quickly. Emotions 
and feelings remain longer 
because they are located on 
the lower shelves or inner 
parts of the brain.

In someone with 
memory loss, the 
reminiscence kits tap 
into the longer-lasting 
lower shelves, to create 
discussions and improve 
the quality of life to those 
sharing the experience.

More than one 
reminiscence kit can be 
borrowed from the library 
at one time. The groups plan 
to develop more kits in the 
future.

An upcoming Southwest 
Dementia Awareness 
Network virtual walk 
fundraiser will add lifelike 
companion pets for library 
checkout.

Meetings
Battle Plain Township Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. 

Monday, Sept. 21, at the home of Mark Vander Pol.
Caregivers Support Group will meet at 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 319 E. Lincoln in Luverne for anyone 
interested. Call Linda Wenzel at 283-5064.

Town and Country Garden Club will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 22, to tour Apples and More on 74 Orchard 
near Beaver Creek.  Call Sharon, 507-283-4376, or Linda at 
507-597-6378 to RSVP.

Compassionate Friends Support Group will meet at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 21, at the Luverne Area Community 
Foundation Office (west of the Palace Theatre) in Luverne. 
The group meets monthly for those who have experienced 
the death of a son or daughter, brother or sister, grandchild 

… of any age and from any cause. Call 507-690-2757.

Art Walk at Crow’s Nest Farm Sept. 19
Local and regional artists are planning a fun day for 

the public to visit Crow’s Nest Farm and enjoy shopping 
for artists’ works, enjoying the beautiful gardens, visiting 
the alpacas and chickens, and just enjoying a fun autumn 
day outdoors. The event is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at the Ceynowas’ Crow’s Nest Farm, 1074 161st 
Street, north and west of Luverne. Venders’ booths will be 
spaced for social distancing, and wearing masks will be 
an absolute requirement for artists and attendees.

Artists will include Carol Ceynowa, Jerry and Kathy 
Deuschle, Mary Petersen, Nan Kaufenberg, Genna Rolfs, 
Rylee Gee, and Gerry and Julie Punt.

‘Friend of Dementia’ class Sept. 22
Join a one-hour online informational session via 

Zoom  from noon to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 22, to learn 
five key messages everyone should know about dementia, 
what it’s like to live with someone with dementia, and 
how to turn your knowledge into action to support those 
affected by dementia.

Pre-registration is required. Contact Linda Wenzel at 
507-283-5064 or at ace.rock@co.rock.mn.us.

Bloodmobile in Luverne Sept. 28
The American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in 

Luverne from 1 to 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 28, at Grand 
Prairie Events on South Estey Street.

Make an appointment to donate by downloading the 
free Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.
org, or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). Bring 
identification and masks to appointments.

The Red Cross is testing blood, platelet and plasma 
donations for COVID-19 antibodies. The test may indicate 
if the donor’s immune system has produced antibodies 
to the coronavirus, regardless of whether they developed 
symptoms. Those with antibodies may be able to donate 
plasma to help patients who need help fighting the virus.

Alzheimer’s Walk for a Cure Sept. 19-28
The Southwest Dementia Awareness Network will 

host a virtual Alzheimer’s Walk for a Cure Sept. 19-28.
Join the Southwest Dementia Awareness Network – 

Walk for a Cure Facebook event page. Get a T-shirt, make 
a donation and walk with family and friends any time 
between Sept. 19 and 28. 

All funds raised stay in southwest Minnesota.

Reminiscence kits offer support for those with dementia/from 1A

Submitted photo
Rock County Opportunities Luverne Direct Support Professionals include (front, 
from left) Erika Camarillo, Krista Kurtz, Pam Tieszen, Jenna Coffman, (back) 
Tessa Shuler, Christina Hacker and Markie Taubert. They are being honored 
this week during Direct Support Professional (DSP) Recognition Week.

Rock County Opportunities in Luverne 
and the Minnesota Organization for 
Habilitation and Rehabilitation (MOHR) 
are supporting Direct Support Professional 
(DSP) Recognition Week this week, Sept. 13 
to 19.

The goal is to recognize the 
accomplishments and contributions made 
by direct support professionals to the lives of 
people with disabilities.

“Direct support professionals are at the 
core of our mission, helping people with 
disabilities to live the lives that they choose,” 
said MOHR President Julie Johnson.  “Their 
work is valued, needed and appreciated.”

RCO employs six direct support 
professionals to serve 31 individuals in and 
around Rock County.

“DSPs are the caring people who 
creatively provide valuable services to 
individuals who otherwise might not have 
the same opportunities in life as others in 
our community,” said RCO director Elizabeth 
Schear. 

“I am truly grateful for the dedication and 
top-notch care our professionals provide at 
RCO.”

With more than 100 disability service 
providers across the state, MOHR’s mission is 
to promote and strengthen employment and 
life engagement opportunities as chosen by 
persons with disabilities.

RCO honors direct support professionals 
during DSP Week Sept. 13-19

Staff are crucial to supporting people with disabilities in the community

Election officials prepare for early voting, record turnout/from 1A

The farming reminiscence 
kit includes toy tractors, live-
stock, work gloves, corn and 

“The Farm Book.”
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On the record

Dispatch report
Sept. 4
•Complainant on W. 

Dodge Street reported a 
parking issue.

•Complainant on rail-
road track west of Manley 
on County Road 4 reported 
road hazard.

•Complainant on 71st 
Street, Valley Springs, re-
ported theft.

•Complainant on 80th 
Avenue, Hardwick, reported 
a stolen battery.

•Complainant on N. Ce-
dar Street reported suspi-
cious activity.

Sept. 5
•Complainant on S. Fair-

view Drive reported a car theft 
in progress.

•Complainant on 20th 
Avenue and County Road 13, 
Hills, reported a road closure 
sign is knocked down.

•Complainant on Hatting 
Street and S. Freeman Avenue 
reported suspicious activity.

•Complainant on W. 
Luverne Street reported 
child has left home and not 
returned.

•Complainant on N. 
Spring Street reported pos-
sible oven fire.

Sept. 6
• C o m p l a i n a n t  o n 

Carsrud Circle reported a 
break-in and theft.

•Complainant on 110th 
Avenue, Hardwick, reported 
gunshots in the area.

•An abandoned phone 
call was reported on 10th 
Avenue, Beaver Creek.

•Deputy assisted tran-
sients on S. Kniss Avenue.

•Complainant on E. 1st 
Street, Hardwick, reported 
suspicious activity.

Sept. 7
•Report of trooper 

stopped subject on Com-
merce Road.

•Report of an aban-
doned vehicle at W. Mead 
Court.

Sept. 8
•Key found at location 

on Fletcher Street.
Sept. 9
•Subject in Canton was 

arrested on Rock County 
warrant.

•Complainant reported 
an outage.

•Complainant on W. 
Dodge Street reported theft 
of political flag.

•Deputy conducted ex-
tra patrol in Hardwick.

Sept. 10
•Complainant on 41st 

Street and 50th Avenue, 
Hills, reported railroad 
blocking roadway. 

•Complainant S. Cedar 
Street reported reckless 
driving.

Sept. 11
•Complainant reported 

theft.
•Driving complaint at 

location eastbound on In-
terstate 90 on the off ramp 
to Highway 75.

•Complainant on 81st 
Street, Beaver Creek, report-
ed a homeless party walking.

In addition, officers 
responded to 3 motor ve-
hicle accident, 6 escorts, 18 
ambulance runs, 10 paper 
services, 1 animal complaint, 
16 fingerprint requests, 1 
burn permit, 1 gas drive-off, 
3 alarms, 5 purchase and 
carry permits, 11 traffic stops, 
7 abandoned 911 calls, 3 tests, 
2 welfare checks, 1 report of 
cattle out, 2 follow-ups.

department submitted a pro-
posed 2021 budget.

Based on discussions, a 
2.14-percent levy increase is 
recommended for taxes pay-
able 2021. The total levy in this 
case would be $6,318,000.

At their Sept. 8 meeting, 
Commissioner Jody Reisch 
commended each depart-
ment leader for presenting 
conservative budgets.

“We always have run a tight 
budget,” Reisch said. “It would 
be hard to find any fat.”

Commissioners Gary 
Overgaard and Stan William-
son discussed the possibility 
of not increasing the current 
property tax levy due to the 
state of the county’s mainly 
rural farm economy.

Without a significant in-
crease in residential, commer-
cial and industrial construc-
tion, ag land bears the brunt 
of the tax levy increase.

So far in 2020, new 
construction in the county 
dropped 34 percent overall 
from 2019, according to asses-
sor Tom Houselog. 

Commercial and indus-
trial new construction is down 
83.1 percent from a year ago. 
Residential properties showed 
a modest 2.2-percent increase.

“We have to at least raise 
the possibility (of a zero levy 
increase),” Overgaard said.

Commissioner  Greg 
Burger said if a modest levy 
increase is not put in place 
this year, a future increase 
may have to be larger in order 
to keep the budget balanced.

“A zero increase is not 
feasible,” Burger said.

By statute, counties need 
to set a preliminary property 
tax levy by Sept. 30 with a final 
levy determined in December. 

The final levy amount 
cannot exceed the prelimi-
nary levy amount, but it can 
be lowered.

million; and capital outlay at 
$445,000. 

Governmental revenues 
come in the form of property 
taxes at roughly $2.3 million, 
or 32 percent; local govern-
ment aid from the state at $1.5 
million, 21 percent of revenue; 
and the rest from enterprise 
funds, fees and other sources.

Pool expansion discussion
As part of the budget 

overview, City Administrator 
John Call reviewed upcoming 
projects.

For example, the planned 
$4.7 million splash pad and 
fitness center expansion won’t 
affect the 2021 levy.

“The council will meet 
again this fall to approve the 
project, and if approved, it 
would be bid in January, fol-
lowed by a bond issue after 
that, built in spring 2021 and 
completed spring of 2022,” 
Call said. 

“The timing of it will be 
pretty good because of the 
way taxes are working with 
Premium Minnesota Pork. A 
major part of that will roll on 
in 2022.”

Call also mentioned that 
staff is looking at possible 
sources of new revenues at 
the facility, such as more a la 
carte choices. 

“I really think there will 
be some possibilities to offset 
increased costs with some 
increased revenue and not 
see a tremendous amount of 
operating costs,” he said.

“At the same time, we 
do have the philosophy that 
this is a public pool, we want 
the people who can afford to 
pay – we want them to pay, 
but we also want the prices 
to be somewhat below what 
the market rate would be or 
a for-profit business.”

Call also mentioned that 
the city is making its final pay-
ments on the fire hall and Min-
nesota West building projects, 
which will also free up more 

funds for pool expansion.

New employee added in 
public works and $25,000 for 
Historical Society

Another new expendi-
ture is an added full-time 
employee in the public works 
department. 

“Now we’re mowing the 
industrial park, Uithoven 
Addition and the Loop,” Call 
said. “We’re always asking 
public works for extra projects. 
The extra manpower could 
definitely be used. So that’s 
put into this budget.”

The council also commit-
ted to $25,000 per year to sup-
port the Historical Society’s 
operations.

Levy increase not the same as 
property tax increase

The council acknowl-
edged that the city’s levy 
increased 9.41 percent from 
2019 to 2020, but the actual 
increase in taxes was relatively 
modest, thanks to Luverne’s 
overall tax rate.

“We’re setting our levy a 
little bit higher, and as our tax 
capacity grows, we keep our 
rate somewhat stable,” Call 
said. “We are growing, and our 
market values are increasing 
and that’s good for our fiscal 
health.”

A $150,000 home for ex-
ample, saw an actual property 
tax increase of 1.3 percent in 
2020, despite the levy increase 
of 9.41 percent.

“We have a low tax rate — 
among the lowest in southwest 
Minnesota with comparable 
communities,” Call said.

“And I want to thank the 
school district and county for 
the role they play in watching 
their budgets and keeping 
spending low. That keeps the 
total levy low for all of our 
taxpayers.”

The preliminary levy must 
be set in September, but it 
won’t be certified until De-
cember.

Photos and text by Mavis Fodness
A small group of parents rep-

resenting the junior class at Hills-
Beaver Creek High School spent 
Sunday painting the towns red, 
white and blue.

Seventeen sidewalks and 
driveways in Hills and Beaver Creek 
each received a spray-painted 
H-BC mascot, which is the head 
of a Patriot

“We have a nice drying day,” said 
Kari Kueter.

This is the fourth year for the 
after-prom fundraiser.

For $40, residents and busi-
ness owners can have the mascot 
painted as a symbol of school spirit.

Many existing driveway Patri-
ots were touched up with new paint.

Using a set of three templates, 
volunteers first applied the white 
square base, followed by blue and 
finally red.

“We will do these until the 
weather turns,” Kueter said.

To arrange for a mascot to be 
repainted or for a new application, 
contact Kueter at 507-920-3846.

Mavis Fodness photos/0917 Painting HBC Mascot
Parent Dawn Vande Voort and H-BC junior Casey Kueter position a template for the 
blue portion of the school’s Patriot mascot Sunday. Steve Paulsen is also pictured.

Jim Kueter reveals a completed Patriot mascot 
logo on Main Street in Hills Sunday afternoon 
with (from left) Dawn Vande Voort, Kari Kueter 
and Casey Kueter as an after-prom fundraiser.

Paint splashes H-BC spirit

County levy/
continued 
from page 1A

Luverne city levy/from page 1A
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In other 
words

 By Jason Berghorst, 
reporter

Last 
week I 
stepped 
back in time.

I only 
went six 
months back 
in time, but 
it felt like 
so much 
farther. 

As we started the new 
school year, I turned on my 
classroom flat-panel display.

It’s a large TV/computer 
screen that I use to teach every 
day. 

When I turned on the 
screen for the first time this 
school year, I was surprised 
what I saw.

The same Internet tabs 
that I used on March 16, the 
last day we had kids in school, 
appeared.

I was immediately taken 
back to that day.

March 16 was a Monday. 
We had learned the day before 
that it would be our last day in 
school for a while. 

On my screen was a video 
we showed to the students that 
day, and I pushed play. 

The video was of our 
middle and high school 
principals explaining to the 
students the information 
we had at the time about 
COVID-19 and how it was 
going to impact our school.

We were going to close 
school for two weeks. 

On March 30 we would 
start distance learning. 

The principals told the 
students that they did not know 
how long distance learning 
would last. 

They mentioned that the 
start of spring sports would be 
delayed. 

The video also introduced 
the term “social distancing” 
to the kids and explained the 
kinds of activities students 
should avoid to slow the spread 
of the virus. 

“This is a phrase you will 
become familiar with over 
the next few weeks, or even 
months,” Mr. Johnson said. 

Talk about an 

understatement. 
The basic information 

shared is mostly still true, but 
there was so much not known 
at that time. 

There was optimism we 
would return to school in a few 
weeks. 

The situation was going to 
be temporary. 

If we took the appropriate, 
difficult steps then, we’d be 
back to normal relatively soon.

I couldn’t help but feel a 
bit frustrated and disappointed 
hearing that six months later.

I’m glad we didn’t know 
in March what school (and the 
world) was going to look like in 
September.

It’s easy to look back on the 
last six months and question 
decisions made by our elected 
leaders.

It’s also tempting to 
wonder how things could 
be different now if we had 
responded to the pandemic 
differently earlier on. 

We’ll never know. 
Just like we didn’t know 

what was ahead of us in March.
And we don’t know what’s 

coming up in the months 
ahead. 

I guess that’s a lesson the 
pandemic is teaching us. 

We can’t always know the 
future, and we certainly can’t 
agree on how to influence the 
future. 

For now, I’ll appreciate 
seeing half of my students in 
person each day. 

I’ll also do all that I can to 
help us stay in school at all. 

And I’ll hope that our 
students, our community 
members and our elected 
leaders will do the same. 

But I won’t make any 
predictions.

Star Herald Editorial

Who knew the postal service and 
mail ballots would be politicized?

Who knew we would distrust 
mail service to deliver our ballot, yet 
trust it to deliver our tax refunds? 
Who knew that same mail ballot 
voting that military members 
have used for decades would be 
discouraged for average citizens 
seeking safety from pandemic 
exposure at the polling station?

Who knew? These are the times 
we live in and the information 
distortion that surrounds us.

Meanwhile, we as Americans, 
Minnesotans, Rock Countians and 
citizens of our respective cities and 
townships will participate in this 
election season, exercising that 
critical right we as a free nation 
enjoy to vote in a fair and open 
election.

Is our election system safe? Can 
we trust mail ballots? We hope so; 
a large percentage of our precincts 
vote by mail only because they 
have no polling places. (See the 
front page story about early voting 
starting Sept. 18.)

Minnesota Secretary of State 
Steve Simon had no problem 
answering a recent question about 

the likelihood or frequency of 
voting fraud.

“Knowingly or intentionally 
voting twice in an election is a 
felony,” he said. “Those who do so 
will be discovered, prosecuted and 
convicted.”

Our own Auditor Treasurer 
Ashley Kurtz further explained the 
process: 

“When a voter registers to vote, 
the information from the voter 
registration is verified against 
different databases. We can’t 
mail a ballot to a voter until those 
verifications are met, therefore 
ballots can only be mailed to 
qualified voters,” she said. 

“And by signing the envelope, 
the voter is accepting the oath 
in the same way they would by 
signing a roster at the polling 
place. Ballots are also sent by non-
forwardable mail, so a person can’t 

have a registered voter address 
somewhere different from where 
they are living.”

As a recent Star Tribune editorial 
pointed out, “Much in a democracy 
relies on the good faith of those 
involved. The peaceful transfer of 
power that has marked this nation 
since its inception rests primarily 
on the principle that candidates 
will accept and voluntarily abide by 
election results.”

Go therefore in good faith and 
peace, Rock County voters, and rest 
assured your ballot will be counted 
this fall. 

The 2020 general election 
promises to bring a record turnout 
of voters — both in person and 
by mail. So, it may take awhile for 
results to be tallied. It just means 
our election officials are being 
thorough. And your vote is being 
counted.

Have questions about mail
ballots and voting security? 

Answers aren’t hard to find if we weed through politics and disinformation

Return to classroom
opens video time capsule

It was almost 35 years ago that I 
attended my first Pheasants Forever 
volunteer meeting on a Thursday 
night in January. I was about 26 
years old. I had twins at home that 
were about a year old. It was mainly 
a bunch of older white guys all 
talking about what they could do to 
increase the number of pheasants 
so hunting them would improve.

I spent my first 15 years with 
that outfit in the generic worker 
bee role. Selling tickets and helping 
set up events was my total impact 
for almost 2 1/2 decades. I met a 
guy there who took me pheasant 
hunting for the first time behind a 
good dog, and I was forever hooked.

It matters very little if it is 
Pheasants Forever, Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation, Ruff Grouse Society, 
Ducks Unlimited, Wild Turkey 
Federation or one of the hundreds 
of other conservation-related non-
profits across the nation. 

It is usually a small group of 
dedicated folks that give their time, 

The Outdoors

By Scott Rall,
Outdoors columnist

Looking for a few good young people to continue preserving the outdoors

effort, energy and in many cases 
their money to help keep these 
habitat and wildlife passions alive. 
The same is true for historical 
societies, cancer prevention, 
veterans groups and other 
organizations. 

It seems there used to be an 
expectation that when you were 
old enough to be useful, you 
automatically gave back to some 
charitable cause. Whatever that 
was, it no longer seems to be alive 
in many communities, especially 
among younger adults. 

The result is that a tearful 

amount of good works cannot be 
carried out because there is no one 
to fill the shoes of those no longer 
able to carry on their mission of 
attending to God’s creatures or their 
fellow human beings. 

How did we get to this point? 
I understand that life is 

busy. Kids have all kinds of time 
commitments that require parents 
to taxi them to and fro. 

When my children were born, 
I had lots of parent duties also. My 
wife worked full time, as I did, and 
she worked nights every other 
weekend. Twins born nine weeks 

early take up a lot of time and 
concentration, and I still managed 
to make it to a volunteer meeting 
on Thursday nights for most of the 
banquet season. 

So where has that voice inside 
of us gone? Many folks that enjoy 
the outdoors think that the fee to 
buy a license is all that should be 
required to have great habitat and 
tons of game. Even those who have 
volunteered for decades sooner or 
later run out of energy. I am seeing 
it now and up close. 

We have five or six older guys, 
many between 75-90, that just can’t 
do it anymore. They accounted 
for over 180 years of combined 
volunteer service. How much more 
can be asked of them? 

I have just as much drive 
to produce good habitat and 
conservation work today as I did 
when I started 35 years ago. 

My body hurts a lot longer 
when projects are completed, but 
the satisfaction of a job well done 

eases that back pain remarkably. 
As we enter the hunting seasons 

of the fall 2020 and we think about 
all that has gone on in this country 
over the past year, minutes outside 
in wild places become even more 
precious.

What have you done recently 
to either help others to enjoy 
an outdoor way of life or help 
improve the very places that these 
enjoyments take place in? I would 
love for you to consider just what 
organization of any shape or kind 
you have an affection for and then 
make a call this week to see what 
you can do to help them out. 

There are about 100 medical 
ones and tons of conservation ones 
for your consideration. If you are 
already involved, then a high five to 
you. If you and I don’t step up and 
find our future replacements, who 
will magically tend to our natural 
resources and each other when we 
can no longer do it? Make a call and 
make a difference.
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Celebrations

People in

the News

Remember When

10 years ago (2010)
•The rich aroma of freshly roasted coffee beans 

wafts through the halls and work areas of Rock County 
Opportunities Inc. in Luverne.

RCO, which provides employment for adults with 
disabilities, is now packaging its own brand of coffee.

“Buffalo Joe Coffee Beans” will soon be available 
for purchase at the Coffey Haus in Luverne and at 
other retail outlets.

In February, RCO Director Beth Bartels put out a 
plea to the community to share ideas for the coffee’s 
name and logo, and Greg Hoogeveen submitted the 
winning “Buffalo Joe” brand name idea.

With a name and a smiling cartoon buffalo logo 
on the package, Bartels said it’s exciting to launch the 
coffee projects as another source of income for RCO 
clients.

25 years ago (1995)
•Rock County Commissioners put an end to plans 

by the Luverne Hockey Association to improve the Blue 
Mound Ice Arena with a grant and matching local funds.

At a time when commissioners are struggling to 
set a palatable levy for taxpayers, they voted 3-2 to 
deny the association’s request for county aid in the 
improvement project.

The association had hoped to apply for a $50,000 
state grant to make energy and safety improvements 
at the Blue Mound Ice Arena. To apply for the grant, 
however, the association needed to find $50,000 of local 
matching funds to be committed toward the project.

The plan, as presented to the board Tuesday, was 
to request $20,000 from Luverne, $20,000 from Rock 
County and the association would raise $10,000 pri-
vately.

50 years ago (1970)
•Luverne football players will be filmed in action 

on “candid camera” soon.
Purchase of a video camera, for use in making video 

tapes out of doors, was authorized Monday night by 
the Luverne school board. Showing of the tapes will 
be over closed circuit TV.

The item was not on the meeting agenda, but it was 
passed quickly, after the board had heard the proposal 

from Don Spease and Ed Sedlacek, representing the 
Cardinal Club, calling for more adequate filming of 
football games.

75 years ago (1945)
•The McDowell Sky Ranch, Rock county’s first 

airport, is now in use, and formal opening of the field 
will be held within the near future. The “Sky Ranch” is 
located five miles north and five and one-half miles 
west of Luverne.

W. Earl McDowell, sole owner and operator of the 
flying field, announced that he had secured service of 
Miss Dorothy Avery of Denver, Colo. as flight instructor 
and that anyone interested in learning to fly should 
call or see him.

At the present time, construction work on the 
hanger is being completed, and he has an Aeronca 
Chief plane in which flying lessons are being given. 
A Sioux Falls army air base instructor is giving flying 
lessons on Sunday until the full-time instructor arrives.

100 years ago (1920)
•Rock county is credited with a population of 

10,965, according to reports of the 1920 census received 
Tuesday from Washington. This is a gain of 743 for the 
ten-year period, the 1910 census giving the population 
as 10,222.

The same report shows the population of the city of 
Luverne to be 2,782, a gain of only 242 in the ten-year 
period, the 1910 census figures being 2,540. 

The report gave detailed figures only for the incor-
porated places in the county and showed increases in 
all villages except Hardwick, where a decrease of 75 is 
noted. Beaver Creek shows an increase of 22, Hills 28, 
Magnolia 30, and that part of Jasper in Rock county, 4. …

The returns for the city of Luverne created no small 
amount of surprise, not withstanding the general belief 
that the figures when received would prove disap-
pointing. There was a vast amount of dissatisfaction 
expressed last January while the census was being 
taken, for there were numerous reports that in the South 
Ward, at least, the enumeration was very incomplete. 
But notwith-standing this, it was confidently believed 
that the figures would show that Luverne had passed 
the 3,000 mark by a fair margin.

The following appeared in The Rose 
History in 1911.

Rock County Village continued from 
9-10-20 edition of the Star Herald.

Beaver Creek
	 For a few months the youthful village 
was the terminus of the railroad and it 
at once came into prominence as one of 
the most lively communities in this part 
of the state. Being the end of the railroad, 
it became the distributing point for the 
frontier towns of eastern Dakota, and 
the business transacted by the pioneer 
firms was marvelous. Its trade territory 
extended so far north as Flandreau; west, 
halfway to Sioux Falls, and south for many 
miles. With the extension of the railroad 
westward in the summer of 1878 the vil-
lage was shorn of some of its former activ-
ity, and the business houses that had been 
established temporarily were removed. 
Thereafter it settled down to normal 
conditions, and, although there were a 
few new business enterprises launched 
in the next few years, the town continued 
to be a prosperous one, drawing trade 
from a very rich and rapidly developing 
territory, almost illimitable to the north 
and south. The census of 1880 gave the 
village a population of thirty-seven.
	 A directory of the business enter-
prises of the village in the summer of 1881 
shows only the following: Harrison White, 
general merchant and grain dealer; Cox 
& Knudtson, general  merchandise (es-
tablished in June, 1881); Berry & White, 
drug store; Dr. W. T. Berry, physician; J. 
O. Tyler, proprietor of a cheese factory, 
landlord of the Beaver Creek hotel and 
postmaster. From this directory it will 
be noted that there had been a falling 
off in the business houses of the town 
from the first year of its existence. But in 
1882 began a more prosperous era, which 
extended over a period of several years 
and in which Beaver Creek advanced to 

a point never before attained.
	 Among the new enterprises started 
in 1882 were a harness shop by John 
Obele, a hardware store by J. O. Brictson, 
a grocery store by B. F. Roderick & Co., 
and a drug store by J. M. Park. A direc-
tory of March, 1883, furnishes this list: 
A. G. Seney, general merchandise; K. 
N. Knudtson, dry goods and groceries; 
Harrison White, lumber, fuel, grain and 
livestock; J. O. Brictson, hardware; J. M. 
Park, drug store; A. Obele, hotel; John 
B. Obele, harness shop; Kiffe & Obele, 
blacksmith and wagon shop; Mrs. J. O. 
Tyler, millinery store.
	 The year 1883 was a very prosperous 
one and many new buildings were put 
up, including three store buildings, a 
warehouse and several residences. The 
Herald at the close of the year of a visit:
	 A visit to Beaver Creek, after an absence 
of a year, will discover to the visitor numer-
ous changes and improvements. Indeed, he 
will find that the town has nearly doubled 
in size, and that its importance as a business 
point has materially increased. . . . There 
is no mistaking the fact that Beaver Creek 

Bits by betty

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society 

1881: Business brisk in Beaver Creek

Card showers
	 Harold and Toni Van Wyhe 
celebrated their 65th wedding an-
niversary on Wednesday, Sept. 16. 
Greetings may be sent to them at 
314 W. Main Street; Luverne, MN 
56156.

Jerry and Linda Heitkamp 
will celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Saturday, Sept. 19. 
Greetings may be sent to them at 
1509 Blue Ridge Drive; Luverne, 
MN 56156.

Florence Helle will celebrate 
her 90th birthday on Wednesday, 
Sept. 23. Greetings may be sent to 
her at 110 S. Walnut Ave.; Luverne, 
NN 56156.

Open houses
	 Enore Boelman will celebrate 
her 90th birthday with a drive-by 
party from 3-4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at 719 N. Estey Street in 
Luverne. Please use the alley in 
back of the house.

Rock County 4-H member 
Whitney Elbers received a $1,000 
scholarship on Sept. 7 during the 
virtual 4-H Auction Scholarship 
Awards Program.

The Minnesota State Fair 
and the 41st annual Minnesota 
Livestock Breeders Association 
Purple Ribbon 4-H Auction were 
canceled due to the pandemic. 

However, the 4-H Auction 
Scholarships were still awarded, 
due to support of donors. 

A total of 51 youth leaders 
with 4-H animal science proj-
ects received a total of $87,000 
scholarship donations during the 
program. 

The scholarships are awarded 
to 4-H animal science project 
members who graduated from 
high school in either 2019 or 2020 
and are pursuing either a four-year 
or two-year college degree. 

Elbers’ scholarship was sup-
ported by donors Juanita Reed 
Boniface and Dick Boniface and 
Mary Bennett Kriva and the Min-
nesota Cattlewomen.

Rock County 4-H
member receives

livestock scholarship

By Mavis Fodness
Exhibition at the Minnesota 

State Fair is one of the ultimate 
goals for area 4-H’ers.

But with this year’s in-person 
state fair canceled due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, 4-H officials 
turned to technology for a virtual 
state fair showcase.

In Rock County, a qualifying 
showcase was conducted in person 
for livestock entries from July 29 to 
Aug. 1 with virtual judging for static 
projects.

Projects that earned blue rib-
bons or better at the county level 
were eligible to advance for state 
virtual showcase events.

“Many 4-H educators and vol-
unteers worked tirelessly to create 
these high-quality alternatives,” 
said Minnesota 4-H Director Jenni-
fer Skuza. “I’m grateful to them and 
to our youth who bravely stepped 
forward to try something new in 
the midst of so much change.”

Nearly 900 youth from across 
Minnesota submitted up to two en-
tries apiece for static project virtual 
judging Aug. 31 through Sept. 3.

Each 4-H’er submitted photos 
with the option of adding docu-
ments and/or videos.  

Livestock virtual judging 
took place via webcasting Sept. 8 
through Sunday. 

About 1,500 4-H’ers submitted 
videos (up to 90 seconds in length) 
showing their animals for virtual 
livestock judging Sept. 8 through 
Sept. 13. Each 4-H’er could submit 
two entries.

Locally, 21 4-H’ers participated 
in the static and/or livestock virtual 
showcases.

“Having a state showcase was 
important because it still gave the 
kids an opportunity to show off 
their hard work and gave them 
something to look forward to,” said 
Rock County 4-H Coordinator 
Kelsey Maeschen. 

Static projects received purple, 
blue, red and white ribbons, and 
livestock were ranked first through 
eighth at the state event.

And the winners are:
Rock County results are as fol-

lows, listed by 4-H’er, project(s) and 
placing(s):

•Joshua Raak, dairy aged cow 
crossbred, senior champion; dairy 
registered Holstein winter yearling, 
third; dairy crossbred steer, fourth.

•Peyton Blom, dairy crossbred 
winter or fall calf, junior champion.

•Caleb Raak, dairy, red and 
white 3- to 4-year old, third; Guern-
sey 3- or 4-year old, champion pro-
duction and champion Guernsey.

•Jacob Raak, dairy Ayrshire 
summer or spring yearling, cham-
pion; dairy grade Holstein, reserve 
champion; dairy steer, fourth.

•Egypt Forrest, food review, 
blue; performing arts, blue; food 
preservation, red; meat goat senior 
yearling breeding doe, fifth.

•Brianna Kinsinger, performing 
arts, two blues.

•Krista Burkman, clothes you 
buy, blue; fine arts, blue.

•Candace Porter, clothes you 
make, blue; elements of photogra-
phy, blue.

•Ashlyn Johnson, fine arts, 
purple.

•Aisha Porter, fine arts, blue; 
elementary of photography, blue.

Local youth receive state recognition
With state fair canceled, U of M Extension organizes virtual event for eligible participants

•NeVeah Stensland, fine arts, 
blue; photo manipulation, blue.

•Gracie Fagerness, fine arts, blue.
•Mazzi Moore, exploring the 

environment, blue; robotics, purple.
•Andres Stensland, fishing 

sports, blue; self determined, blue.
•Aaliyah Stensland, finishing 

sports, blue; indoor gardening, blue.
•Larissa Steinhoff, foods and 

nutrition, blue.
•Fox Forrest, shop, blue; meat 

goat senior yearling breeding doe, 
fourth; chicken breeding pen, eighth.

•Christian Kruse, sheep, black 
face market lambs, first and third; 
showmanship award of excellence.

•Claire Knobloch, beef, slick 
shorn steer, fifth.

•Tory Knobloch, beef, slick 
shorn steer, second.

•Halle Hough, swine, mar-
ket gilt, second, showmanship 
award of excellence.

“I am proud of our Rock 
County 4-H’ers,” Maeschen said. 

“They persevered and made 
it through an unknown sum-
mer. I am looking forward to a 
new 4-H year and all that it will 
bring to our awesome 4-H’ers 
and their families.”

A virtual state 4-H dog 
show will be Sept. 25-30. No 
state 4-H horse show is sched-
uled this year.

Registration for the 2021 
4-H program opens Oct. 1.

Ashlyn Johnson, fine 
arts, purple ribbon.

Mazzi Moore, robotics, 
purple ribbon.

Jacob Raak, dairy grade Holstein 
reserve champion.

Caleb Raak, 
dairy
champion 
Guernsey, 
champion 
production.

Joshua Raak, 
dairy
crossbred
senior
champion.

Peyton Blom, 
dairy
crossbred 
winter or fall 
calf junior 
champion.

Bits/continued on page 7A 
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Obituaries

Menu

Monday, Sept. 21: Chick-
en and noodles, carrots, choice 
fruit, dinner roll, sherbet.

Tuesday, Sept. 22:  Chick-
en salad, marinated vegetable 
salad, fresh fruit, bun, blondie 
bar.

Wednesday, Sept. 23: 
Cheesy hash browns, green 
peas, coffee cake, gelatin.

 Thursday, Sept. 24: Na-
tional Cherries Jubilee Day! 
Rigatoni with beef, lettuce 
salad, pineapple chunks, gar-
lic breadstick, cherry dessert.

Friday, Sept. 25: Meatloaf, 
baked potato with sour cream, 
stewed tomatoes, bread, bar.

LSS Dining offers well-
balanced and affordable meals 
in a community atmosphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland at 
283-9846 to arrange to pick up 
a dinner or for home-delivered 
meals.

Gift certificates are avail-
able.

Ethel Marie Ossefoort, 95, 
Luverne, died peace-
fully on Thursday, Sept. 
3, 2020, at the Tuff Me-
morial Home in Hills.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was Monday, 
Sept. 7, at St. Catherine 
Catholic Church in 
Luverne. Burial was 
at St. Martin Catholic 
Cemetery in Wood-
stock.

Ethel Van Dam was born 
Sept. 28, 1924, to Nicholas and 
Catherine (Herwith) Van Dam 
II in Trent, South Dakota. She 
moved with her family to Dell 
Rapids, South Dakota, at age 2. 
She attended St. Mary’s Acad-
emy in Dell Rapids, where she 
was a boarding student from 
the first through fourth grades. 
Following school, she helped 
out at home and caring for 
her family.

On Jan. 14, 1948, she 
married Louis Ossefoort at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Dell Rapids. They lived 
on the Ossefoort family farm 
near Woodstock. Ethel was a 
homemaker and mother to 
their nine children. In 1987 
they sold the farm to their son 
Bob and moved to Luverne. 

Ethel worked part time in 
the bakery at Ken-
ny’s Super Valu in 
Luverne from 1995 
to 1998. Louis died 
on Feb. 10, 1998. 
Ethel continued 
to live in Luverne. 
She began work-
ing at Luverne 
Public Schools in 
1998 in the lunch-
room and became 

known as Grandma “O” by 
the students. She retired in 
May of 2010.

Ethel was an active mem-
ber of St. Martin Catholic 
Church in Woodstock. She 
was currently a member of St. 
Catherine Catholic Church in 
Luverne and a member of La-
dies Aid. She also volunteered 
as a quilter and cared for the 
church linens for 12 years. 
She was a member of the Pink 
Ladies and the VFW Auxiliary, 
where she served as president 
for five years. She enjoyed gar-
dening on the farm and caring 
for her flowers. She enjoyed 
her family and helping out 
wherever she could.

Ethel is survived by her 
children, Jean (Gary) Staeffler 
of Luverne, Gerald (DeAnn) 

Ossefoort of Fulda, Beverly 
(Tom) Martius of Luverne, 
Robert (Bonnie) Ossefoort 
of Woodstock, James Osse-
foort of Grand Rapids, Joyce 
(Curt) Roos of Edgerton, 
Doug (Dawn) Ossefoort of 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
David (Marjean) Ossefoort of 
Pipestone and Richard (Ly-
nette) Ossefoort of Luverne; 
27 grandchildren; 42 great-
grandchildren; five great-
great-granddaughters; sister-
in-law Joann Van Dam; and 
other family and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her hus-
band, Louis; two grandsons, 
Kelly Staeffler and Steve Os-
sefoort; a great-granddaughter, 
Addyson Ossefoort; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Tammy Ossefoort; 
and four siblings, Nicholas 
Van Dam III, Gerald Van Dam, 
Helena Kriens and Joseph 
Van Dam.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funer-
al Home of Luverne, www.
hartquistfuneral.com. 

(This obituary is being re-run 
to correct the date of death. The 
Star Herald regrets the error.)

 (0917 F)

Ethel Ossefoort

Joel Richard Smidstra, 
58, Worthington, died 
Friday, Sept. 4, 2020, 
at Ava’s House Sanford 
Hospice in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

A funeral service 
was Friday, Sept. 11, 
at the American Re-
formed Church in 
Luverne, with burial 
at Riverview Cemetery 
in Rock Rapids, Iowa.

Joel Smidstra was born 
May 3, 1962, to Ben and Lylas 
(Jurrens) Smidstra in Rock 
Rapids, Iowa. He grew up 
and received his education 
in Luverne. As a young man, 
Joel helped his father on the 
farm, which is where his love 
of animals first began.

At the age of 19, Joel suf-
fered a life-altering car acci-

dent, leaving him paralyzed 
from the waist down. 
He chose to endure 
the challenges that 
ensued and thrive. 
His family will re-
member him as a 
strong person, both 
physically and men-
tally, as he contin-
ued to push forward 
despite many set-
backs throughout 

his life. He was known for his 
sense of humor and hearty 
laugh.

Joel’s passions included 
gardening, fishing, bird watch-
ing and fish keeping. He liked 
scary movies, classic westerns, 
including his favorite, Gun-
smoke, and WWE wrestling. 
He was a fan of the Chicago 
Bears and enjoyed seeing 

them defeat the Vikings. He 
cherished spending time with 
his family and his pets.

In 2017 Joel moved to 
Worthington, where he thrived 
and enjoyed having his own 
place and being independent. 

Joel is survived by his par-
ents, Ben and Lylas Smidstra 
of Luverne; a brother, Charles 
Smidstra of Luverne; five 
nieces and nephews; six great-
nieces and six great-nephews; 
and other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his paternal grandparents, 
Charles and Reika Smidstra; 
his maternal grandparents, 
Everett and Juel Jurrens.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Jurrens Funeral 
Home of Rock Rapids, jur-
rensfuneralhome.com.

(0917 F)

Joel Smidstra

Alyce Mildred McClure, 
89, Alexandria, for-
merly of Luverne, died 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 
2020, at Bethany on the 
Lake in Alexandria.

A funeral service 
was Monday, Sept. 14, 
at Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Luverne. 
Burial was at Maple-
wood Cemetery in 
Luverne.

Memorials are preferred 
to Generations (formerly 
Luverne Senior Citizens.)

Alyce Arneson was born 
on March 30, 1931, to Fer-
dinand and Mabel (Hagen) 
Arneson in Fortuna, North 
Dakota. She was baptized in 
1931 in Fortuna and was con-
firmed in 1944 at Indherred 
Lutheran Church in Starbuck.

She lived on a farm out-
side of Glenwood from 1937 
to 1952 and graduated from 
Glenwood High School in 
1949. She attended St. Cloud 
Teachers College and gradu-
ated in 1950.

On May 27, 1955, Alyce 
married Melford McClure at 

Indherred Lutheran Church 
in Starbuck. The 
couple made their 
home in Luverne, 
where they raised 
their three chil-
dren. Alyce taught 
at the Kenneth 
country school as 
well as three other 
schools in Rock 
County. She also 
served as a sub-

stitute teacher in Luverne 
and Rock County. Alyce also 
worked as a waitress at the 
Magnolia Steakhouse, as 
a nurse’s aide at the Mary 
Jane Brown Home and did 
independent sales for Avon, 
Watkins and Toys.

Alyce was a member of 
Bethany Lutheran Church in 
Luverne. She taught Sunday 
school for 25 years. She taught 
crafts for the Sunday school 
children and also developed 
and ran the church library. 

Alyce was an active volun-
teer for Second Harvest, RSVP, 
as a Respite Care volunteer, 
Sanford Clinic, and the Min-
nesota Veterans Home where 

she often served coffee. She 
was president of the Luverne 
Seniors and was honored with 
the Rock County Outstanding 
Female Senior Citizen Award. 
She enjoyed card club, making 
lefse for friends and family, 
and making greeting cards, as 
well as helping senior citizens 
make cards.

Alyce is survived by her 
three children, Linda McClure 
(Peter Olsen) of Vining, Joyce 
McClure of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, and Julie (Todd) 
McChesney of Elk River; two 
grandchildren, Shelby and 
Madison McChesney; and 
five siblings, Gladys Bohn 
of Santa Barbara, California, 
David (Jan) Arneson of Glen-
wood, Edward (Pat) Arneson 
of Alexandria, Esther Arneson 
of Wheatridge, Colorado, and 
Leonard Arneson of Moor-
head.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Melford.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral 
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.

 (0917 F)

Alyce McClure

Donald Charles Loger, 86, 
Luverne, died Friday, 
Sept. 11, 2020, at the 
Regions Hospital in 
St. Paul.

A time of fellow-
ship will be from 4 to 
6 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
18, with a prayer ser-
vice at 5:30 p.m., at 
Dingmann Funeral 
Home in Luverne. A 
private family memo-
rial service will take place at a 
later date.

Donald Loger was born 

May 17, 1934, to Charles and 
Anna (Kuper) Loger 
in Kanaranzi. He 
attended Luverne 
High School and 
graduated in 1953.

Donald loved 
to have a good time 
and enjoyed things 
like golf, fishing, 
playing pinochle 
and solitaire, and 
playing softball. Al-

though he had polio, Donald 
was the pitcher on his fast 
pitch softball team and would 

even bat in the lineup and have 
a teammate run the bases for 
him.

Donald is survived by 
his sister, Doris Kemerling, 
Luverne, and many nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; two infant chil-
dren; two sisters, Marion and 
Evelyn; and a brother, Eddie.

Arrangements are pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.

 (0917 F) 

Donald Loger

is enjoying a very substantial 
“boom” and that its prospects are 

brighter than ever before in its 
history. As a matter of fact, there 
is no town of its size that receives 
more grain and stock, and no 
town of its size that does, in a 
general way, a larger business.
	 The activity continued 
during 1884 and almost took 
the nature of a boom. New 
buildings went up all over the 
town and several new busi-
ness houses were established. 
Rock county in general was 

enjoying prosperous times 
and good crops, and Beaver 
Creek kept pace with the 
general advance.7 At this time 
five warehouses were required 
to take care of the grain that 
poured in.
	 7“Beaver Creek, in respect 
to general improvements and the 
erection of new buildings, is coming 
rapidly to the front. The growth of the 
town during the past year has been 
considerably greater than that of the 
previous year and it enters upon the 
present season with increased vitality 

and enterprise. There is no reason ap-
parent why Beaver Creek should not 
become a town of no inconsiderable 
importance.”—Rock County Herald, 
September 19, 1884.

	 The story of the village of 
Beaver Creek will continue in 
the Sept. 24 edition of the Star 
Herald.
	 Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society can 
be sent to the Rock County 
Historical Society, 312 E. Main 
Street, Luverne, MN 56156.

Bits/continued from page 6A
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By Brennen Rupp
The Luverne cross coun-

try runners competed in their 
third meet of the season on 
Thursday, Sept. 10, in Mar-
shall. The girls’ varsity squad 
finished second and the boys 
finished third. 

It was business as usual 
for Tenley Nelson. The junior 
took home her third straight 
first-place finish to open the 
season. Nelson finished with 
a time of 19:16. 

Jenna Debates placed 
inside the Top Five, with a 
fourth-place finish. Debates 
crossed the finish line with a 
time of 19:58. 

Grace Ingebretson fin-
ished just outside the Top 
Five with a sixth-place finish. 
Ingebretson finished with a 
time of 20:06, just four sec-
onds behind the fifth-place 
finisher. 

Brooklynn Ver Steeg 
placed eighth with a time of 
20:38. 

Regan Feit made it five 
Cardinals inside the Top 10, 
placing 10th with a time of 
21:00. 

Elizabeth Wagner fin-
ished directly behind Feit 
with a time of 21:03 to finish 
11th. 

Camden Janiszeski made 
it three straight Top Five 
finishes to open the season. 
Janiszeski placed fifth with a 
time of 17:29. 

Griffen Jarchow placed 
10th with a time of 18:27. 

Varsity Boys 
(5) Camden Janiszeski 17:29
(10) Griffen Jarchow 18:27
(16) Pierce Cunningham 19:21
(17) Camden Hoven 19:55
(20) Ethan Rahm 20:47

Varsity Girls 
(1) Tenley Nelson 19:16
(4) Jenna Debates 19:58
(6) Grace Ingebretson 20:06
(8) Brooklynn Ver Steeg 20:38
(10) Regan Feit 21:00
(11) Elizabeth Wagner 21:03
(13) Kayla Bloemendaal 21:32

By Brennen Rupp
The Luverne Cardinals 

improved their record to 5-1 on the 
season by going 2-1 with their last 
three contests.

The Cardinals opened up the 
week by defeated the Marshall 
Tigers 5-2 in Marshall on Thursday, 
Sept. 10.

“I was very happy with the way 
the girls played,” Luverne head 
coach, Jon Beers said. “We had two 
girls missing. Solveig and Brynn 
Thier were missing in doubles, so 
we had to do some switching of our 
double teams.”

With Solveig and Thier out, 
Kristin Rud and Hope Thorson 
made their varsity debuts with 6-1 
and 6-2 losses. 

While the match may have 
looked lopsided, Beers said he was 
proud of the way the girls battled. 

“The match score may have 
looked like an easy win for Marshall,” 
he said. “But we were in most games 
and the match was much closer 
than the score indicated.” 

The reshuffling of the doubles 
matchups led to Lauren Ver Steeg 
and Liz Kelm playing together for 
the first time in years. Beers said 
they operated like a well-oiled 
machine, winning their match 6-4, 
6-3. 

“It was the first time they played 
together since they were freshmen,” 
Beers said. “They played great 
together.”

In singles action, Elise Jarchow 
continued her hot start to the season 
winning in straight sets, 6-3, 6-0. 

“She has played great all season,” 
Beers said. “That continued today.” 

On Saturday, Sept. 12, the 
Cardinals dropped their first dual of 
the season to St. James, 5-2. 

Ainslie Robinson won her 
singles match in three sets. 
Robinson won a back and forth first 
set, 7-6. She dropped the second set 
6-2, before bouncing back to win 
the third set 6-4 to win the match. 

Mia Wenzel won her singles 
match in three sets as well. Wenzel 
won a close first set 7-5, lost the 
second set 6-2, but came back to 
win the third set 6-3. 

“Both girls won the first set and 
lost the second set,” Beers said. “It 
could have been easy for both girls 
to give up after losing the second 
set. Both battled back to take the 
third set and get us some points on 
the day.” 

The Cardinals were once again 
without Tofteland and Thier in 
doubles action. Despite missing 
those two, every single match in 
doubles went to three sets. 

“We gave them a good test,” 
Beers said. “I’m very confident that 
we will give them an even better 
match the next time we see them 
this year. We were without Solveig 
Tofteland and Brynn Thier. We hope 
to have them back in the near future. 
With them back in the lineup, I’m 
hopeful for a better outcome next 
time.”

On Monday, Sept. 14, the 
Cardinals returned home to take on 
the Marshall Tigers and came out 
on top 4-3. 

Jarchow picked up another win, 
defeating her opponent 6-0, 6-4. 

Robinson won her match in 
straight sets as well. She won the 
first set 6-0 and took the second set 
6-1. 

“I thought Ainslie had her best 
match of the year,” Beers said. “She 
was very aggressive and never let 
her opponent into the match.” 

LHS 5 — Marshall 2  
Singles vs Marshall (9/10)

No. 1: Gionna Parsa (Marshall) def. Roz 
Oye (LHS) 7-6, 6-2
No. 2: Elise Jarchow (LHS) def. Eden 
Knudson 6-3, 6-0
No. 3:  Ainslie Robinson (LHS) def. 
Mariah Bergjord (Marshall) 6-2, 6-3
No. 4: Mia Wenzel (LHS) def. Regan Loft 
(Marshall) 6-2, 6-4

Doubles  
No. 1: Lauren Ver Steeg - LIz Kelm 

Brennen Rupp photo/0917 tennis1
Elise Jarchow returns a serve during Luverne’s match against Marshall in Luverne on Monday, Sept. 14. 

Luverne goes 2-1 in a busy week
of girls’ tennis matches

Runners
compete

in Big 
South

Triangular

(LHS) def. Leah Schaefer - Leah Matzner 
(Marshall) 6-4, 6-3
No. 2: Olivia Wieneke - Jacey Smith 
(LHS) def. Kayla Polejewski - Danielle 
Ewing (Marshall) 6-4, 7-5
No. 3: Aubrey Bjella - Mackenna Eickhoff 
(Marshall) def. Hope Thorson - Kristin 
Rud (LHS) 6-1, 6-2

St. James 5 — LHS 2
Singles vs St James (9/12)

No. 1.  Ellie Becker (St. James Co-op)  
def. Roz Oye (LHS) 6-0, 6-1
No. 2. Jaelyn Haler (St. James Co-op)  
def. Elise Jarchow (LHS) 6-0, 6-3 
No. 3.  Ainslie Robinson (LHS) def. Mya 
Hanson (St. James Co-op) 7-6, 2-6, 6-4 
No. 4. Mia Wenzel (LHS) def. Eva 
Romsdahl (St. James Co-op) 7-5, 2-6, 6-3 

Doubles
No. 1.  Gabriela Trapero - Sailor 
Mohlenbrock (St. James Co-op) def. Liz 
Kelm - Lauren Ver Steeg (LHS) 2-6, 6-3, 
6-0 
No. 2 . Samantha Tetzloff - Allison 
Bluedorn (St. James Co-op) def. Olivia 
Wieneke - Jacey Smith (LHS) 5-7, 7-5 , 
6-3 
No. 3. Sofia Solorzano - Emma Anderson 
(St. James Co-op)  def. Kristin Rud, LHS - 
Hope Thorson (LHS) 6-4, 4-6, 6-3

LHS 4 — Marshall 3 
Singles vs Marshall (9/14)

No. 1. Gionna Parsa (Marshall) def. Roz 
Oye (LHS) 7-5, 6-3 
No. 2. Elise Jarchow (LHS) def. Eden 
Knudson (Marshall) 6-0, 6-4 
No. 3. Ainslie Robinson (LHS) def. Leah 
Matzner (Marshall) 6-0, 6-1
No. 4. Mariah Bergjord (Marshall) def. 
Mia Wenzel (LHS) 4-6, 6-3, 11-9

Doubles
No. 1.  Leah Schaefer - Regan Loft, 
(Marshall) def. Lauren Ver Steeg - Liz 
Kelm (LHS) 6-4, 3-6, 14-12
No. 2. Olivia Wieneke - Jacey Smith, 
(LHS) def. Danielle Ewing - Kaia 
Christensen (Marshall) 6-0, 6-3 
No. 3.  Brynn Thier - Kristin Rud, (LHS) 
def. Kaylee Prins - Samantha Maher, 
(Marshall) 6-0, 6-3

By Brennen Rupp
There are three certain-

ties in life: death, taxes and 
Tenley Nelson making it 
to the state tournament in 
cross country. 

Nelson has been com-
peting at the varsity level in 
cross country since she was 
in seventh grade. She has 
made an appearance at the 
state meet each year. 

Now as a junior, Nel-
son is off to an impressive 
start as she looks to make 
it five straight trips to the 
state meet. In all three of 
Luverne’s meets thus far this 
season, Nelson has crossed 
the finish line first.

 “This is most definitely 
what I expected of her,” said 
Luverne cross country coach 
Pete Janiszeski. 

“She is a three-time state 
medalist finishing fifth in 
2017, seventh in 2018, and 
third in 2019. She is a special 
talent and thrives on improv-
ing and being the best she 
can be.”

In the team’s first meet 
of the season, Nelson fin-
ished with a time of 22:06. In 

the second meet she crossed 
the finish line with a time of 
20:56. 

During the team’s last 
meet in Marshall, Nelson 
finished with a time of 19:16. 
She was able to cut nearly 
three minutes off her time 
from the first meet of the 
season. 

Janiszeski said that 
speaks to Nelson’s work 
ethic and her motivation to 
be the best. 

“It has maybe been a 
little slower time-wise than 
she was hoping for due to 
heat and finding her groove, 
but she is finding her racing 
legs and ran an outstanding 
early season time last week,” 
he said. 

“Tenley has a relentless 
drive to get better and be-
come the best she can be.”

In order to be a success 
in long distances, runners 
have to be mentally strong. 
Janiszeski said that Nelson 
is a gifted athlete and also 
has all the intangibles that 
help make her a good long-
distance competitor.

“She is obviously talented 

and gifted at running,” he 
said. 

“However, Tenley also 
possesses all of the intan-
gibles as well. She is hard-
working, driven, dedicated, 
determined, tenacious, and 

most importantly, she cares 
about being her best and 
helping her teammates 
achieve at a high level. She 
perseveres and prepares 
from a mental standpoint as 
well. She is a student of the 

sport.”
Nelson has had individ-

ual success to start the young 
season, and so has the team. 

In the team’s first meet 
of the season in Pipestone, 
the first five runners to cross 
the finish line were Cardi-
nals. All nine varsity runners 
finished inside the Top 10. 

During the team’s first 
home meet of the season, 
four runners finished inside 
the Top 10. In the team’s 
last meet in Marshall, five 
Cardinal runners finished in 
the Top 10. 

Janiszeski said that one 
thing that makes Nelson 
special is her leadership. 

“Tenley is a born leader,” 
he said. “She is tremendous-
ly driven and cares as much 
or more about the team’s 
success as she does her 
personal success. The team 
drives her to want to be the 
best she can be so that she 
can help them achieve their 
goals. She is always willing 
to help out her teammates 
and they are a very close-knit 
group of girls.”

Running first caught 

Nelson’s eyes as a child 
when she used to watch her 
aunt, Chrissy Strassburg, 
compete as a runner. 

“I used to watch my aunt 
run at events,” Nelson said. 

“I kind of just fell in love with 
it from there.” 

Any avid runner will tell 
you that running is an addic-
tion. The runner’s high that 
people get after completing 
an event is euphoric.

One thing that Nelson 
loves about running is the 
positive environment.

“It’s just such a positive 
atmosphere that surrounds 
running,” Nelson said. “The 
environment is just amazing 
and everybody is just sup-
portive and cheering each 
other on.”

In a year that’s been 
marked by chaos and unpre-
dictability, Nelson’s start to 
the season has been any-
thing but those two things. 

Nelson is set on a path 
toward her fifth straight trip 
to the state tournament. Will 
anything be able to slow 
her down? It doesn’t appear 
likely. 

Born to Run
Tenley Nelson of Luverne makes running look like a walk in the park

Brennen Rupp file photo/0917 tenley nelson
Tenley Nelson competes in Luverne’s first home meet of the 
season earlier this month .

Mia Wenzel returns a shot during 
her match on Monday, Sept. 14.

Schedule

Aug. 24      Worthington (H)	           6-1 (W)
Aug. 27      at Pipestone			            6-1 (W)
Aug. 31      Pipestone (H)		            7-0 (W)
Sept. 3       at Worthington	             6-1 (W)
Sept. 8       at St. James			              2-5 (L)
Sept. 10     at Marshall			             5-2 (W)
Sept. 14     Marshall (H)	     		           4-3 (W)
Sept. 17     Redwood (H)			            4:30pm
Sept. 21     at Redwood 			            4:30pm
Sept. 24     St. James (H)	    	    4:30pm
Sept. 28     Big South Conf           TBD

LUVERNE GIRLS’ TENNIS
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McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner
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Bruce’s Electric
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Built on

a Rock

By Pastor
Laura Phillips,

Palisade Luthern 
Church,

rural Garretson

God’s good plan —
from the very

beginning

Peter ... 
opens his 

mouth before 
he thinks .... 

Can you 
relate?
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St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Public mass will be celebrated with a limit of 50 percent capacity of the 
church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m. Friday and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. 
No mass, communion service or rosary at care centers at this time. 5 p.m. 
Saturdays and 8:30 a.m. mass will be live streamed on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Visit www.stscl.org for more 
information.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
We are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page 
at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Send him a friend request if you’re not con-
nected. You may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our 
services are on local cable TV at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursdays. In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help 
is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Face-
book Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ron Nichols, Pastor / Ann Zastrow, Associate Pastor

Thursday, Sept. 17: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. 5:30 p.m. Executive Min-
istry meeting. Saturday, Sept. 19: In-person worship service in Sanctuary 
at 5:30 p.m. with Holy Communion and Baptism. Sunday, Sept. 20: 9 a.m. 
Worship Service with Holy Communion. 9:15-9:45 a.m. Drive-thru Com-
munion. Limited seating is available. 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible study via Zoom. 
Monday, Sept. 21: Grace Notes deadline. Tuesday, Sept. 22: 9 a.m. Staff 
meeting. Wednesday, Sept. 23: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Study. 7 p.m. 6th Grade 
Confirmation and Acolyte Orientation. Online, TV and Radio Worship op-
tions are still available. Online Sundays 9 a.m. on the church website www.
graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go directly to our Facebook page at 
Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 will air our worship 
service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Radio:  KQAD-AM 
Radio will air our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 p.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sunday, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well. Monday, 6:30 
p.m. Zoom Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany Lutheran Church 
(Luverne). Also visit els.org for online worship opportunities with our sister 
churches. 

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. indoor service. Worship services are also broadcast on 
Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s 
available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne. Friday, Sept. 11: 6:30 a.m. Commu-
nity Men’s Bible Study. Wedding rehearsal for Heideman and Kanengieter 
wedding. Saturday, Sept. 12: Wedding Tannen Heideman. Sunday, Sept. 
13: Sunday School beings. 11:30 a.m. Patio Party. Tuesday, Sept. 15: 12 
p.m. Staff meeting. 7 p.m. Consistory Meeting. 

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – live streamed. Sunday 9 a.m. – 
Adult Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. – SD In-house worship service – Ser-
vices held on radio and live on Facebook. YouTube will also have services 
posted. 4:30 p.m. – Genesis to Revelation Bible Study with safe distancing. 
Mondays 8 p.m. – AA Meeting and Wednesdays, 6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 1: 
9:30 a.m. Folding Team. Thursdays 1-3 p.m. – Rock County Food Shelf 
curbside. Saturday 8 p.m. – AA Meeting. 

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com

Jason Cunningham, Pastor
Worship services in-person and through Facebook Live Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
Our Facebook page can be found under First Presbyterian Church of 
Luverne. We are also on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 
p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Worship services Saturday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Limit is 75 people. 
Services will be available on the Vast channel 3 Sunday and online at the 
city website, cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Thursday 10 a.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom. 7 p.m. Sunday 
10:15 a.m. worship service viewed live on First Presbyterian Church 
Facebook page. Tuesday 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. worship service on VAST 
and Mediacom. 

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Sundays, 10 a.m. Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Hills. Worship 
will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills, Sunday morning 
at 10:30 a.m. You can find more info on our website blchills.org. Sunday, 
Sept. 13: Rally Sunday; Installation of teachers and helpers; BLCW Pre-
sentation. Special meeting following worship. 4-6 p.m. Drive-thru Com-
munion. Wednesday, 9 a.m. Quilting. 7 p.m. Trustee meeting. 6-7:30 p.m. 
10th Grade first meeting with youth, parents and mentors.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor

“From that time on 
(after Peter confessed that 
Jesus was the Messiah), 
Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised. And 
Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him, say-
ing, “God forbid it, Lord! 
This must never happen 
to you.” But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for 
you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but 
on human things.” Mat-
thew 16:21-23

Peter, ever close to 
Jesus, seems to be the 
disciple that opens his 
mouth before he thinks 
about what he is say-
ing. Can you relate? The 
problem in this case is 
that Peter’s thoughts 
and ways are not Jesus’ 
thoughts and ways. Jesus 
is fixed on Jerusalem, 
knowing what lies ahead 
for him, and this is not 
news that Peter wants to 
hear!

Peter is a good 
representative of us. One 
moment Peter is confess-
ing a rock-solid faith in 
Jesus, the Messiah, the 
Son of the Living God, 
and being praised for his 
faith. The next, he is a 
stumbling block, wanting 
things his own way. One 
moment Peter is just and 
right and good; one mo-
ment he is a sinner. We 
are the same.

Martin Luther called 
this “simul justus et pec-
cator,” that is, simultane-
ously JUST and SINNER. 
In and of ourselves we 
are sinners, STUMBLING 
BLOCKS, not unlike 
Peter. We desire our own 
way. We want things the 
way we want them!

But by our faith in 
Jesus, who willingly suf-
fered and died on a cross 
for every one of us who 
believe, in order to free 
us from sin, death and 
the devil, we are looked 
upon by God as JUST, as 
RIGHT. Our Almighty, 
Living God sees you who 

believe through the filter 
of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
who willingly suffered 
and died on the cross 
to “save his people from 
their sins.” (Matthew 
1:21)

Jesus is moving into 
the journey to Jerusalem, 
to the cross, with the 
shadow of death looming 
ever closer – and this is 
precisely God’s plan for 
your salvation!

Peter did not want 
to see Jesus, the Messiah, 
the Son of the Living God, 
whom Peter loved, suffer 
and die. He could not 
possibly understand all 
that Jesus would accom-
plish in doing so. Peter 
heard Jesus say that he 

“… must go to Jerusalem 
and undergo great suf-
fering … and be killed …” 
But Peter seems to have 
missed the very best part: 

“… and on the third day be 
raised.”

You are blessed by 
knowing the whole story 
that Peter lived through 

– you know that the suf-
fering and death inflicted 
on Jesus was intended 
for evil – for nothing 
but harm, but that God 
intended it from the 
very beginning for good. 
God’s plan was put into 
place to bring about life 

– abundant life – for you 
and for all who believe.

The Star Herald reached out to churches for their worship information in the absence of in-person worship services, 
due to coronavirus social distancing. Those that responded are listed here. Those that would like to have

information posted here should call the Star Herald or email editor@star-herald.com.
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Walker probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  FIFTH JUDICIAL COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

	                        Court File No.: 67-PR-20-207

Estate of	 NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON
	 Eldon Stanley Walker a.k.a.           PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND
	 Eldon S. Walker a.k.a.                                   APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
	 Eldon Walker, Decedent	                      REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO	
		                                                                                                         CREDITORS	
 		    
	 It is Ordered and Notice is given that on 10/05/2020,  at 8:30 A.M., a hearing 
will be held in this Court at 204 E. Brown St., Luverne, Minnesota, for the formal pro-
bate of an instrument purporting to be the Will of the Decedent dated, April 22, 2014, 
("Will"), and for the appointment of Connie Boler, whose address is 1021 - 160th Ave., 
Luverne, MN 56156 as Personal Representative of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration. Any objections to the petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will be appointed with full power to adminster the Estate 
including the power to collect all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and ex-
penses, to sell real and personal property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate.
	 Notice is also given that (subject to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims against the Estate are required to present 
the claims to the Personal Representative or to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date of this Notice or the claims will be barred.

Dated: 9-3-20	 	 	 BY THE COURT	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 Judge of District Court
	 	 	 	 /s/ Denise Brandel
	 	 	 	 Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Jennifer L. J. Gilk
Gilk Legacy Law PLLC
513 E. Bridge St.
PO Box 126
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
Attorney License No: 238363
Telephone: (507) 627-4525
FAX: (507) 627-4528
Email: office@gilklegacylaw.com
	 	                                                                                                (09-17, 09-24)	
	

Mortgage foreclosure sale 
set for April 30 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That default has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described mortgage:
	 DATE OF MORTGAGE: August 02, 2007
	 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $31,500.00
	 MORTGAGOR(S): Neale G. Hamann, a single person
	 MORTGAGEE: Peoples Bank
	 DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING: 
Recorded: August 14, 2007 Rock County Recorder
Document Number: 167229
	 ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
	 •And assigned to: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
Dated: August 02, 2007
Recorded: August 14, 2007 Rock County Recorder
Document Number: 167230
	 •And assigned to: Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corporation
Dated: March 06, 2017
Recorded: March 14, 2017 Rock County Recorder
Document Number: 190262
	 TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
Transaction Agent Mortgage Identification Number: 1003445-0001089259-6
Lender or Broker: Peoples Bank
Residential Mortgage Servicer: Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corp.
Mortgage Originator: Not Applicable
	 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock
Property Address: 819 201st St, Hardwick, MN 56134-4048
Tax Parcel ID Number: 10-0122-000
	 LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: That part of the SW 1/4, Section 25,
	 Township 104 North, Range 46 West of the 5th P.M., Rock County, State of
	 Minnesota, described as follows: Commencing at the Southwest Corner of said
	 Section 25, thence North 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds East (assumed
	 bearing) along the South Line of the SW 1/4 of said Section 25 for a distance of

	 741.29 feet to the point of beginning, thence continuing North 90 degrees 00 minutes 
	 and 00 seconds East along said South Line for a distance of 746.44 feet; thence 
	 North 01 degrees 21 minutes 41 seconds East for a distance of 689.32 feet; thence
	 North 83 degrees 17 minutes 46 seconds West for a distance of 169.66 feet; thence 
	 South 00 degrees 07 minutes 03 seconds West for a distance of 184.58 feet; thence
	 South 89 degrees 31 minutes 22 seconds West for a distance of 612.69 feet; thence South
	 02 degrees 03 minutes 55 seconds East for a distance of 519.59 feet to the point of 
	 beginning
	 AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE: 
$10,772.39
	 THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements have been complied with; that no action 
or proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof; 
	 PURSUANT to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above-
described property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
	 DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 30, 2020 at 10:00 A.M.
	 PLACE OF SALE: Law Enforcement Center, Lobby,  1000 N. Blue Mound Ave., 
Luverne, Minnesota
to pay the debt secured by said mortgage and taxes, if any, on said premises and the 
costs and disbursements, including attorney fees allowed by law, subject to redemp-
tion within twelve (12) months  from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives or assigns.
	 If the Mortgage is not reinstated under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the property is 
not redeemed under Minn. Stat. §580.23, the Mortgagor must vacate the property on 
or before 11:59 p.m. on April 30, 2021, or the next business day if April 30, 2021 falls 
on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
	 Mortgagor(s) released from financial obligation:  NONE
	 THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
	 THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
	 THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH 
A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.
	 DATED: March 12, 2020
	 ASSIGNEE OF MORTGAGEE: Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corporation
Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee of Mortgagee
7616 Currell Blvd; Ste 200
Woodbury, MN 55125-2296
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 037264F02

(03-12, 03-19, 03-26, 04-02, 04-09, 04-16)

Notice of postponement
NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT OF

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
	 The above referenced sale scheduled for April 30, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. has 
been postponed to June 04, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. in the Law Enforcement Center, 
Lobby,  1000 N. Blue Mound Ave., Luverne, Minnesota, in said County and State.
	 DATED: April 01, 2020
	 ASSIGNEE OF MORTGAGEE: Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corporation
Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee Of Mortgagee
7616 Currell Blvd; Ste 200
Woodbury, MN 55125-2296
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 037264F02

(04-23)

Notice of postponement
NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT OF

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
	 The above referenced sale scheduled for June 04, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. has 
been postponed to August 27, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. in the Law Enforcement Center, 
Lobby,  1000 N. Blue Mound Ave., Luverne, Minnesota, in said County and State.
	 DATED: May 29, 2020
	 ASSIGNEE OF MORTGAGEE: Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corporation
Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee Of Mortgagee
7616 Currell Blvd; Ste 200
Woodbury, MN 55125-2296
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 037264F02

(06-04)

Notice of postponement
NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT OF

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
	 The above referenced sale scheduled for August 27, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. has 
been postponed to October 15, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. in the Law Enforcement Center, 
Lobby, 1000 N. Blue Mound Ave., Luverne, Minnesota, in said County and State.
	 DATED: August 14, 2020
	 ASSIGNEE OF MORTGAGEE: Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corporation
Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee Of Mortgagee
7616 Currell Blvd; Ste 200
Woodbury, MN 55125-2296
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 037264F02

(08-20)

Notice of postponement
NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT OF

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
	 The above referenced sale scheduled for October 15, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. has 
been postponed to February 18, 2021, at 10:00 A.M. in the Law Enforcement Center, 
Lobby, 1000 N. Blue Mound Ave., Luverne, Minnesota in said County and State.
	 DATED: September 10, 2020	
	 ASSIGNEE OF MORTGAGEE: Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corporation
Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee Of Mortgagee
7616 Currell Blvd; Ste 200
Woodbury, MN 55125-2296
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 037264F02

(09-17)

	

For Rent: Two-bedroom 
ground level apartment with 
AC available in Luverne. On-
site laundry; off-street park-
ing. Close to downtown and 
senior center. No pets, no 
smoking. Heat/water in-
cluded in rent. 507-290-0266.                                      
(tc)

Mobile home for rent - 3 bed-
room, 1 bath. Washer, dryer, 
stove, fridge included. Water 
& sewer included. Call 605-
366-7695.           (9.5-9.24)

For Rent in Luverne: Two-
bedroom apartment with 
central air, on-site laundry, 
includes water, heat and one-
stall garage. No smoking
and no pets. 507-920-0406.

(9.10-9.26)

For Rent: Single garage in 
Steen. 507-220-7686.

(9.10-9.26)

For Rent: Nice smaller home; 
all remodeled, garage, stove, 
fridge, washer and dryer. No 
pets and no smoking. Referenc-
es required. Call 605-413-8862.

(9.10-9.26)

For Sale: Landscaping rock 
1.5 and 3/4-inch rock. Also do 
stump grinding. Call Wayne 
Biever Construction at 507-
227-4521 or 507-283-4614. 
Also have yard dirt.         (9.3-9.19)

PETS
Free to good homes: cats - 
small, medium and large, all 
colors. Call 283-9794.      (tc)

Ellsworth City-Wide Garage 
Sales: Sept., 17, 18, 19. Many 
homes with several families. 
Moving sale too. Complete 
listings at Ellsworth Food 
Center.           (9.12-9.17)

Sale: 306 S Fairview Drive. 
Wednesday, Sept. 16: 12 
Noon-7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 
17: 9 a.m.-12 Noon,  Fri-
day, Sept. 18: 9 a.m.-12 
Noon. Teens, women’s S-XL; 
Boys 4-8; Household items,
beer steins, area rugs, arm 
chair and much more.
It’s a $10 bag sale on 
clothes!     (9.12-9.17)

Adrian School District is seek-
ing a Payroll/HR Specialist 
beginning with the 2020-21 
school year.  The school dis-
trict provides a competitive sal-
ary, and an opportunity to work 
in a great community. Qualifi-
cations: High school gradu-
ate or equivalent. Additional 
coursework in accounting and 
payroll is beneficial. Please 
send a cover letter, resume, 
transcripts and three letters of 
recommendation to: Superin-
tendent Schilling, Adrian Pub-
lic School, PO Box 40, Adrian, 
MN  56110 or email to Dis-
trict Secretary r.bullerman@
isd511.net          (9.3-9.19)
Come work at Parkview 
Manor! Parkview Manor is 
currently hiring for the fol-
lowing positions: •FT Over-
night Charge Nurse- 11 p.m.-7 
a.m. •FT Evening shift C.N.A.- 
3-11 p.m.–must work every 
other weekend  •PT Day shift 
C.N.A.- must work every other 
weekend •Every other week-
end- Day shift C.N.A. •PRN 
C.N.A.’s – various shifts •PT 
Cook- must work every other 
weekend •PRN dietary aide 
Please contact Suzanne at 507-
967-2482 to set up an interview 
for the nursing department po-
sitions. Please contact Crystal 
at 507-967-2482 to set up an in-
terview for the dietary depart-
ment positions.        (9.5-9.24)

HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE 
OR BUSINESS? Get the 
word out to over 1.4 million 
households. Call WIDE AREA 
CLASSIFIEDS today, 507-
359-7326.                            (tc)Lafrenz probate

STATE OF MINNESOTA		  FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ROCK		  PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 67-PR-20-212
In Re: Estate of Dwight Duane Lafrenz 	 NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON
	 aka Dwight D. Lafrenz	       PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND
        		            Decedent                                              APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

	 It is Ordered and Notice is given that on October 5, at 8:30 a.m., a hearing 
will be held via zoom in this Court at 204 E. Brown Street, Luverne, MN 56156, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate of an instrument purporting to be the Will of the 
Decedent, dated 3/17/2020 and codicil(s) to the Will dated and separate writing(s) 
under Minn. Stat. 524.2-513 ("Will"), and for the appointment of Elsie Wallace, 
whose address is 703 E. Dodge, Luverne, Minnesota 56156 as Personal Rep-
resentative of the Estate of the Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED administration.
	 Any objections to the petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised 
at the hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal 
Representative will be appointed with full power to administer the Estate including 
the power to collect all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate.
	 Notice is also given that (subject to Minn. Stat. 524-3-801) all creditors hav-
ing claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court Administrator within four months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be barred. 	                	 	 	
	 A charitable beneficiary may request notice of the probate proceedings to be 
given to the Attorney General pursuant to Minn. Stat. 501B.41, subd. 5.

	 Dated: 9/11/ 2020                                                    	BY THE COURT
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 /s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
	 	 	 	 /s/ Denise Brandel
	 	 	 	 Court Administrator
	 Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
	 Vander Kooi Law Offices, P.A.
	 127 E. Main, PO Box 746
	 Luverne, MN 56156
	 Attorney License No.: 112124
	 Telephone: 507-283-9546
	 Fax: 507-283-9629
	 Email: lawkooi@gmail.com
	 	 	 	 	   (09-17, 09-24)	
	 	 	 	 	

Thanks to everyone for the 
birthday cards and greet-
ings for my 106th birthday.

Dallas Bowron
(9.12-9.17)

We want to thank everyone 
who remembered us after 
Pat’s passing. Every prayer 
and kind gesture is a treasure.

Patricia (Pat) Dreesen’s 
Family

(9.17-9.19)

Thank you for the cards, kind 
words and expressions of 
sympathy after Dwight’s pass-
ing. Thanks to Jeff Hartquist 
for helping with the funeral 
arrangements, Pastor Theo-
dora Hall for the meaningful 
service. It was appreciated.

Family of Dwight Lafrenz
(9.17-9.24)

Thank you to eveyone who 
called and sent a card for 
my 80th birthday. It made 
my day even more special.

Dave Connell
(9.17-9.19)

PUBLIC NOTICES

THE DEADLINE 
FOR LEGALS IS 
MONDAY AT 
10:00 a.m.

CLASSIFIEDS
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS

EEO/AA877-673-0854

Luverne

LPN or Medication Aide

Join our Luverne Hospice Team! 
We are hiring an LPN or Medication Aide 
to help care for patients at our Hospice Cottage. 

Full time and part time opportunities available. 

To learn more and apply, search Luverne, MN 
opportunities at sanfordhealth.jobs. 

RECYCLE!     RECYCLE!     RECYCLE!     RECYCLE!

                                     Week of September 13, 2020             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

FARM EQUIPMENT

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 
1.7 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT
SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE SEEKS 

Associate Dentist because of increase 
in patient volume. Potential earn-
ings $300K plus. Includes bene ts. 
Email drb@friendlysmilesfargo.com

WANTED 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not, no title okay! Get cash 
and make some room! Always pay-
ing more! Call Mike at 320/420-7675

FARMING IN MINNESOTA? 
Our hunters will pay top $$$ to hunt your 
land. Call 866/309-1507 Promo code: 350
w w w . B a s e C a m p L e a s i n g . c o m 

DIRECTV
 SWITCH & SAVE!

$39.99/month. Select all-included 
package. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/
movies on demand. Free Genie HD 
DVR upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 4 free burgers and 4 free chick-
en breasts. Order the Omaha Steaks 
Classic @ only $129. Call 844/331-1614
mention code 64185ZBT or visit 
www.omahas t eaks . com/mea l s301

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice 
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming 
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117

Call Rick or Chantel 507-283-2333
email sales@star-herald.com

ADVERTISE 
TODAY
with the 

Star Herald
Call Rick or Chantel 507-283-2333

email sales@star-herald.com
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The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) an-
nounced a new annual survey 
of farmers, ranchers and pri-
vate forestland owners. 

The survey will help USDA 
understand what it is doing 
well and where improvements 
are needed, specifically at the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) and Risk 
Management Agency RMA).

A selection of 28,000 pro-
ducers will receive the survey 
over the next few weeks, but 
all farmers are encouraged 
to take the survey at farmers.
gov/survey.

“We want to hear from our 
customers so we can learn 

what we’re doing right and 
where we’re missing the mark,” 
said Bill Northey, undersecre-
tary for farm production and 
conservation. 

“Good data is critical to 
good decision-making. The 
more responses we receive, 
the better we can understand 
what we need to do to improve 
our services to America’s 
farmers, ranchers and private 
forestland owners.”

This survey is part of 
the President’s Management 
Agenda. It requires high im-
pact service provider agencies 
across the federal government, 
including FSA and NRCS, to 
conduct annual surveys to 
measure and respond to areas 

needing improvement.
“We recognize producers 

and our staff may be experi-
encing a lot of change in how 
they interact with USDA,” said 
Farm Service Agency Admin-
istrator Richard Fordyce. 

“This is a good time to 
check in with our customers.”

“We will use this input to 
help improve the delivery of 
our conservation programs 
as our sister agencies will do 
for their programs,” Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice Chief Matthew Lohr said.

“We’re about our custom-
ers,” Risk Management Agency 
Administrator Martin Barbre 
said. 

“RMA works to provide 
producers with crop insurance 
policies that meet their needs, 
and we need to know where 
we can improve.”

The survey consists of 20 
questions and takes approxi-
mately 10 minutes to complete. 

Responses are confiden-
tial, and individual responses 
will be aggregated. 

The survey will be open for 
at least six weeks and will be 
closed once USDA receives a 
30 percent response rate.

Learn more and take the 
survey at www.farmers.gov/
survey. 

U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) Minnesota 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
Executive Director Joe Mar-
tin reminds producers that 
Marketing Assistance Loans 
(MALs) and Loan Deficiency 
Payments (LDPs) are available 
to help producers through 
periods of low market prices. 

MALs and LDPs provide 
financing and marketing as-
sistance for wheat, feed grains, 
soybeans and other oilseeds, 
pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cot-
ton, wool and honey.

“With market prices above 
average the last few years, 
there hasn’t been a demand for 
commodity loans, said Martin. 

“However, with prices ap-

proaching harvest-time lows 
this year, it’s important that 
producers consider their op-
tions. FSA is now accepting 
requests for MALs and LDPs 
for all eligible commodities 
after harvest.”

MALs provide interim 
financing and allow producers 
to delay the sale of the com-
modity until more favorable 
market conditions occur. 

A producer who is eligible 
to obtain a loan, but agrees 
to forgo the loan, may obtain 
an LDP.

To be eligible, producers 
must have and retain benefi-
cial interest in the commodity 

– having control or a title of the 
commodity – until the MAL 

is repaid or the Commodity 
Credit Corporation takes title 
to the commodity. 

Before MAL repayments 
and LDP disbursements can 
be made, producers must 
meet the requirement of 
actively engaged in farming, 
cash-rent tenant and member 
contribution.

To schedule an appoint-
ment to apply for a commodity 
loan or for more information 
on eligibility requirements, 
please visit your local FSA 
office or go to  https://www.
farmers.gov.

Eva Kramer, Rock County 
FSA office; 500 W. Gabrielson 
Road; Luverne MN Phone: 507-
283-2369.

New USDA survey to help 
measure areas for improvement

Commodity loans available for producers
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n
Scholarships
keep talent — 
and opportunity 
— at home
A precision 
technology 
scholarship program 
at Jaycox Implement, 
Luverne, provides 
opportunities 
for students to 
explore careers in 
agriculture. It also 
encourages skilled 
workers to stay here. 

 … Page 9B

Fall nitrogen 
application is 
prohibited in 
some local soils
Fall nitrogen 
application poses 
risks to soil and 
groundwater, and 
it will be prohibited 
in some vulnerable 
Rock County soils.

 … Page 12B

Do you have this 
invasive weed 
on your farm? 
The Minnesota 
Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) is 
encouraging farmers 
and agronomists to 
scout fields now for 
the invasive weed, 
palmer amaranth.

 … Page 7B
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‘Discover the Cover’
Rock County Annual Cover Crop Tour goes virtual

In compiling the video series for cover 
crops, Soil Health Specialist Dawn Madison 
posed dozens of questions to local cover 
crops farmers in an effort to relay valuable 
information for those interested in trying the 
practice. 

To get a sense of what that was like, the 
Star Herald questioned the interviewer.

Why is the cover crop 
video series so important? 

There is so much information out there 
on cover crops and even more “experts” from 
universities and agencies offering how-to 
info. it can be a lot to sort through.  

Our group wanted to give local 
producers the opportunity to see and hear 
what’s being done locally.  

The virtual tour gives those interested 
the opportunity to see the recipe used 
including tillage and cover crops, hear about 
the chemicals used, and if they want, go out 
in the fields and see the impacts including 
yields, weed control, etc. for themselves.

 
Why should we care 
about cover crops? 

Cover crops can be used to improve 
soil erosion, provide weed suppression, 
feed biology, cover the soil to stabilize soil 
temps, scavenge nutrients like nitrogen, 
build organic matter, increase forage 
options, and the list goes on.   

Across the country farmers are 
learning how to employ cover crops to 
build their farms’ resiliency. It is becoming 
more and more a part of the planning 
consideration, and we want our local 
producers to be just as knowledgeable as 
the rest of the farming world. 

 
As you were working on 
the series, what did you 
learn from the interviews? 

Every one of the guys I spoke to has a 
vision, but we all need to make a profit. No 
one is doing this without thinking about 
how the covers can help us. 

But each one of us has found benefits that 
we never focused on when we started down 
this road. I was struck by how each one of 
the farmers has changed over time. We have 
learned so much from each other.

 
Do we think we’ll see a
day when cover crops are 
fully implemented in Rock County? 

It is unlikely we will ever see a 100-percent 
use of covers in the county. I think over time 
you will see it as a common practice that is a 
part of the farming system we use but not all 
sites and owners will fit with covers. 

In compiling the video series, Madison 
noted what each farmer brought to the table 
in terms of their own unique experiences with 
cover crops. 

“Each farmer brings a different 
management style to the conversation,” she 
said. “They all are God-fearing, family-focused 
guys that truly want to see their farm succeed 
as well as their neighbors and friends.”

Covering cover crops
Star Herald poses questions for interviewer in cover crop video series

Farmers are increasingly seeing the benefits 
of cover crops in improving the soil health 
of their land. Meanwhile, they’re seeing a 

side benefit of improved financial health of their 
operations.

For these reasons, cover crops are becoming 
more common and more farmers are working 
them into their planting rotations.

But how?
And when?
And can I afford it?
Where do I go for help?
Uncertainty alone can be a stumbling block 

for farmers interested in changing their ways. 
That’s why a local group of cover crop experts 

has been leading the way in helping others get 
involved.

The Rock County Cover Crop Planning Group 
hosts annual field days to showcase area fields 
and to share information.

The soil health experts find creative ways to 
bring important science updates to local farmers 
dabbling in new methods and to those starting 
from scratch.

Rock County’s 2020 Cover Crops Field Day 
should have been earlier this month, but because 
it’s a hands-on event that brings dozens of people 
together, the exercise was moved online.

Some of the same cover crop growers who 
would have shared information at the field day 
are now featured in a “Virtual Cover Crops Field 
Day” that is now available online.

A link on the Rock County Soil and Water 
Conservation District website brings viewers to 

a YouTube video featuring 
cover crop farmers Tom 
Fick, Brent Fluit, Terry 
Aukes and Brad Peterson. 

Soil Health Specialist 
Dawn Madison, also a 

cover crop farmer, interviewed the local experts 
for the series. “By telling their stories, we can 
educate others,” she said. 

“We want to give farmers something to lean 
on so they’re not out on their own.”

Photos and 
text by

 Lori Sorenson

Virtual tour of four local 
cover crops experts goes 
live this week on YouTube

‘Discover the Cover’ tour/continued on page 2

Soil Health Specialist Dawn Madison (left), also a cover crop farmer, interviews local cover 
crop expert Tom Fick, Luverne, (center) earlier this month for the video series that allows 
viewers to participate in the annual Rock County Cover Crop Tour online. “By telling their 
stories, we can educate others,” Madison said. “We want to give farmers something to lean 
on so they’re not out on their own.” Rock County Land Management Engineering Technician 
Michael Walgrave (in foreground) recorded the interviews and compiled the video series 
online under the title, “Discover the Cover.” He said the videos are the next-best thing to a 
live tour, but they’ll never replace in-person cover crop tours in actual Rock County fields. 

First-year ag 
teacher seeks to 
spark passion 
in her students
As a 
teacher 
and FFA 
chapter 
adviser, 
Anderson 
wants her students to 
receive a wide variety 
of ag experiences.

 … Page 5B
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STORE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY | 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • SATURDAY | 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

SUNDAY | Closed

Quality Fresh Meats

Luverne, MN

507-449-0039
Worthington - 507-376-4001

Steaks • Chops 
Roast

Hamburger
We also carry 

Beef Jerky • Cheese 
 Sliced Meats • Chicken

Cut & Ground 
Fresh Daily

STOP IN & SEE US!Creating connections to empower 
agriculture across rural America. 

Kanaranzi Grain: 507-283-8989
Magnolia Ag Center: 507-283-3700  |  Magnolia Grain: 507-283-2431
Luverne Feed/Grain/Finance/Energy: 507-283-4418

Whether you’re a first-generation farmer, or fifth, the thread that connects 
farm families is a commitment to hard work and genuine pride in what you 
have built. As your local cooperative, we are committed to helping you and 

your next generation succeed on the family farm. 

Online Q&A 
tells cover crop story

With each interview, 
Madison asked:

•which cover crops are 
being used, 

•how the farmer started in 
it, which mixtures are used,  

•which chemicals are 
incorporated. 

Engineering Technician Michael 
Walgrave of the Rock County Land 
Management Office recorded the 
interviews over the past several 
weeks and edited them into a video 
series that was posted online this 
week.

Walgrave has filmed and edited 
farmer interviews before, but this 
project posed challenges with 
wind, dust, farmer schedules, data 
management and more. 

But he said he’s proud of the end 
result. 

“This has been a fun and 
interesting project,” he said. “Most of 
the editing was done on my phone.”

He said a virtual field day has 
advantages, such as a lasting video 
that can be shared. But he said it’s 
not the preferred way to run the 
event.

“Walking the land helps you 
better understand the land. I don’t 
think virtual days should replace 
actual field days,” Walgrave said. 

“They can both be done.  Having 
‘boots-on-ground’ at a field day is 
important for understanding the 
whole picture and networking with 
other farmers. There are also aspects 
of learning and understanding soil 
through touch and smell that a video 
can’t simulate.”              

Madison is with the Southwest 
Prairie Technical Service Area and 
works with 11 counties helping with 
the soil health component.

She has been working in soil 
health for 20 years and said she’s 
enjoyed working with Nobles and 
Rock County farmers to improve soil 
health.

“We’re farmers, too, and we 
use cover crops and no-till in our 
operations. We do this in our office 
and at home,” she said.

“This is something I enjoy 
working on with this group. … I really 
feel like it gives our farmers another 
avenue that we can help them 
sustain long term.”

Virtual isn’t actual, but 
message lasts longer and 

reaches broader audience
She said the virtual tour has the 

potential to reach a larger audience. 
“Perhaps those that aren’t 

inclined to attend field days will listen 
in the comfort of their own homes,” 
she said. 

“So reaching those folks is a big 
positive.”

However, she said online 
meetings can’t replace human 
interaction and connections of in-
person field days.  

“But for this year and this moment 
it is the best way we can connect with 
our local audience,” Madison said.

“Plus they can pause and re-
listen to anything that they may want 
to emulate so that is a positive as 
well.  … I am happy that the public 
gets a taste of the conversations that 
our group has every time we meet.”

She thanked the farmer experts 
for being part of the video series. 

“They are really awesome 
producers,” she said. 

“They have so much to offer and 
share, and it was a true opportunity to 
get to record them.”

Ultimately she hopes the 
information will reach the right 
people and help the farmer or 
farmers.

“Soil health is something hopeful, 
and it’s something that all farmers, 
large and small, can use,” Madison 
said. 

“It doesn’t matter who you are, 
you can always improve your soil for 
future generations.”

‘Discover the Cover’ virtual tour brings annual county soil health field day to life online/from page 1B

‘Discover the Cover’/see next page

What are 
cover crops?

In agriculture, cover crops are 
planted for the purpose of 

covering — or protecting — 
the soil rather than for the 

purpose of being harvested. 
They manage soil erosion, 

soil fertility, soil quality, 
water, weeds, pests, diseases, 

biodiversity and wildlife

Engineering Technician Michael Walgrave (left) of the Rock County Land Management Office recorded 
the interviews over the past several weeks and edited them into a video series that was posted online 
this week. He’s pictured earlier this month recording Soil Health Specialist Dawn Madison interviewing 
Luverne cover crop farmer Tom Fick. Walgrave has filmed and edited farmer interviews before, but this 
project posed challenges with wind, dust, farmer schedules, data management and more. 
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Keeping you on the 
road and 

in the f ield.

T & S TRUCK REPAIR... FOR ALL YOUR TRUCK AND TRAILER NEEDS!

T & S 
Truck 
Repair

265 S. 3RD ST 
LISMORE, MN

507-472-8253
STEVE VANDERBRINK

OWNER / MECHANIC

TRAVIS LUETTEL

OWNER / MECHANIC

•COMPLETE TRUCK AND TRAILER REPAIR
•MN DOT INSPECTIONS/FEDERAL INSPECTIONS
•PROFESSIONAL - FRIENDLY SERVICE AT A              
  GREAT RATE
•SERVICE TRUCK FOR ON-SITE NEEDS
•OPEN MON-FRI 8A.M. - 5P.M.

Justin Kemp
Owner

*Commercial
*Business

*Residential
*Ag  *Industrial

PO Box 803 • Luverne, MN 56156 • 507-920-6961

‘Discover the Cover’ virtual tour brings annual county soil health field day to life online/from page 2B
Four Rock County producers 

with cover crop experience 
agreed to be interviewed for the 
2020 virtual Rock County Cover 
Crop Tour. 

They shared information 
about their goals and successes, 
and they also offered specific 
examples of seed mixes, rates of 
application and chemicals used.

Following are highlights 
of the interviews, recorded 
in YouTube videos that can 
be linked to through the Rock 
County Land Management 
website, www.rockswcd.org/
cover-crop.

Tom Fick
Tom Fick began more as 

a traditional tiller who started 
out adding clover into his oats 
to build nitrogen and forage 
options. With time he has moved 
toward rotational no till.  

“He is an ‘outside the 
box’ thinker when it comes 
to crops, not just having corn 
and soybeans but also oats and 
alfalfa as part of his normal crop 
rotation,” Madison said. 

Since starting with covers, he 
has grown rye for seed, added an 
air drill for his own and custom 
drilling, and changed tillage to 
try planting soybeans green into 
rye.  “I wished I’d started sooner 
so I could realize more of the 
benefits by now,” Fick said. 

“We just take it one step at a 
time.”

He keeps trying new 
methods, with profit in mind. 
His latest addition is v4-v6 
interseeding of cover crops 
between rows of planted corn in 
the spring.  

As a member of the 
Minnesota Soil Health Coalition 
Board, Fick said his goal is to 
continue sharing the message 
of cover crop benefits and 
continuing to offer advice and 
education to fellow farmers. 

“The days of putting a crop 
in the ground and spraying 
everything with glycophate and 
going fishing after that, those 
days are gone,” Fick said. 

“We’ve got too many 

problems with that system. We need 
to think ahead. We might as well be 
doing some of these things that will 
benefit us.”

Fick’s advice for those thinking 
about cover crops:

“Start out small,” he said. 
“Anyone who knows me knows I 
have all these 20- to 25-acre fields.”

Fick can be reached at 
TomsHayGrain@gmail.com.

Brad Petersen
Brad Petersen, a livestock 

farmer, began adding covers for 
extra forage. On the video, he 
explained how it works on his farm 
in northwestern Rock County.

“After the oats is off and manure 
is spread, we’ll come back and 
broadcast cover crop mix and lightly 
work that in. 

“Once that’s up to where we can 
graze it, we start cross fencing it 
and rotational graze however many 
acres we have for that year.”

He started with turnips, 
radishes and canola and whatever 
oats grew back, and grazed that 
in the fall. This allows the cows to 
come off the pastures earlier and 
give the pastures the chance to grow 
back. 

“Plus the cows and calves really 
seem to blossom when they get on 
that,” Petersen said.

Along the way he found extra 
benefits like weed suppression and 
food for the soils.

“Our soybean yields, with adding 
another crop and diversifying our 
crop rotation, we’ve seen increase 
of 5 to 8 bushels on any of the bean 
fields that have had  oats in the 
rotation,” Petersen said.

“Organic matter is starting to 
go up and our corn fields are not 
requiring as much fertilizer because 
we’re pulling up and storing more of 
that unused fertilizer for next year’s 
crop.”

In terms of dollars and cents, 
he said livestock producers can’t go 
wrong with cover crops.

“Plus, it gives us a chance to get 
manure out instead of being in the 
middle of that fall rush, and it gives 
you that extra feed.”

“With the prices the way they’ve 
been the past couple of years, just 
oats by itself you’re looking at a 
return on investment of the 50 to 
60 per acre range after you sell the 

straw and the oats.
In terms of saving pasture and 

providing forage, he estimates a 
return on investment of more than 
$220 per acre.

“Two years ago I grazed 87 pairs 
on 32 acres for 35 days. That’s a 
savings in feed of about $6,700 to 
$6,800 and you divide that by 30 
acres. Now it starts to make a whole 
lot more sense.”

Petersen can be reached at 
BHPete5@yahoo.com.

Brent Fluit
After more than 15 years of strip 

tilling, Brent Fluit added 
cover crops to capture 
nutrients and found extra 
forage and soil building 
were bonus impacts.  

“I’m trying to improve 
the soil health, prevent 
erosion, retain nitrogen 
from manure application 
from livestock and control 
weeds,” he says in the video.

“University studies 
show that rye will reduce 
nitrogen loss by 40 percent 
and up to 50 percent in 
some cases. I don’t have 
my own scientific studies to 

prove that, but if it’s true to point, that 
will pay for the application and seed 
alone after your manure.”

Considering Fluit’s ground is 
part of a wellhead protection area, 
it’s all the more important to prevent 
nitrogen from leaving the soil and 
escaping into drinking water supplies.

After adding rye, Fluit said he 
found a significant benefit for weed 
suppression and said that the organic 
matter has improved on his farms. 

“If you get a nice cover, you’ll have 
excellent suppression of water hemp, 
everything,” Fluit said.

Plus, he’s noticed a decrease 
in erosion with improved water 
retention, and less soil compaction.  

His sons now have cattle feedlots 
and need the added forage, so cover 
crops provide that benefit to the 
operation as well.

Fluit’s advice: “Take a piece of 
ground and jump in and try it. Not 
the whole thing, but if you don’t try 
you’ll never learn.”

He can be reached at BrentFluit@
gmail.com.

Terry Aukes
Terry Aukes and his family 

have been rotationally no-tilling 
their soybeans for 30 years and 

have incorporated cover crops for 
additional soil erosion control.

“About 10 years ago there was a 
farm that my brother and I installed 
about 7,000 feet of farmable 
terraces. There was a fair amount 
of compaction from the bulldozers 
putting those in,” Aukes says in the 
video.

“We had heard that cover crop 
helped alleviate some compaction, 
so we decided to seed a multi-
species mix, under an EQIP 
program (Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program), and that’s really 
what pushed us over the edge.”

After three years, he said they 
started seeing benefits … better 
water filtration, some weed 
suppression, and less erosion.

“Obviously with the terraces it 
slopes 6 -9 percent, So it has pretty 
steep slope. And we saw some 
benefits from not having water 
erode the soil,” Aukes said.

“So then we started looking at 
can we move cover crops to other 
farms that have sensitive issues too.”

The results were rewarding.
“In our family, we try to fight 

erosion with a passion. It really 
breaks our hearts to see those 
gullies and that soil erode. Once it’s 
gone, it’s gone. You can try to put a 
price tag on that, because you can 
try to buy dump trucks of soil. But 
that’s heartbreaking,” Aukes said.

“So that in itself, we said, in our 
family, even if we broke even from 
that standpoint. To eliminate that. 
That was our goal, but we see all 
these other benefits with it.”

He said they also saw the 
benefits of weed suppression and 
improved organic matter.

“We started  see fertility go up. I 
did not expect to see that,” Aukes 
said. 

“I always thought of soil as a 
bank. You apply nutrients, you grow 
a crop, you draw the bank down. 
And you reapply nutrients. I come 
to find out that cover crops unlock 

“It really breaks our 
hearts to see those 

gullies and that soil 
erode. Once it’s gone, 
it’s gone. You can try 
to put a price tag on 

that, because you 
can try to buy dump 

trucks of soil. But 
that’s heartbreaking.”

— Terry Aukes,
cover crop farmer

“Two years ago 
I grazed 87 pairs 

on 32 acres 
for 35 days. 

That’s a savings 
in feed of about 
$6,700 to $6,800 
and you divide 
that by 30 acres. 
Now it starts to 

make a whole lot 
more sense.”

— Brad Petersen, 
cover crop farmer 

Tom Fick, rural Luverne, keeps trying new methods of improv-
ing his operation using cover crops. He said he’s increasingly 
finding ways to boost profit by saving money on chemicals and 
improving yields. His latest addition is v4-v6 interseeding of 
cover crops between rows of planted corn in the spring. As a 
member of the Soil Health Coalition Board, Fick said his goal 
is to continue sharing the message of cover crop benefits 
and continuing to offer education to fellow farmers. “The days 
of putting a crop in the ground and spraying everything with 
glycophate and going fishing after that, those days are gone.” 

‘Discover the Cover’/see page 10B

Established in 1991

A&B

Servicing a 50 miles radius 
of Luverne, MN

We clean all types of
confinement buildings &

large equipment.

 Pressure 
Washing, Inc.

543 150th Ave. • Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4321
Cell 507-920-5910
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Bill Korth
Auction Service

LICENSED AUCTIONEER

SPECIALIZING 
IN SELLING 
FARM LAND

• Auctioneer
• Real Estate Salesperson

• Licensed Real 
Property Appraiser

HOME: 507-283-4766
Cell: 507-227-4958
710 N. Oakley 
Luverne, MN 56156

When I was 
asked to talk about 
current issues and 
problems facing the ag 
community today, my 
trouble was deciding 
which ones?!

You can’t go too far 
with any form of media 
on in your vehicle or 
turn the TV on without hearing about 
all the troubles facing and affecting 
everyone. 

We are bombarded with negative 
views on climate change, poor market 
prices, lack of rain, too much rain, 
politics  and, of course, COVID-19, 
among others. I feel like most of those 
things are already beat to death, and 
I’d rather NOT add to that seemingly 
constant noise.

Instead, I’d like to offer this – maybe 
we shift our own perspective. So many 
of the things that are the topics of 
conversation and tend to be such a 
negative anchor are things we can’t 
really control anyway. 

What I mean is that we tend to get 
sucked into the vortex of negativity 
that seems to flood our ears almost 
constantly, and we let it drag down our 
entire attitude. It’s easy to do. What’s 
that old adage – a bad story travels faster 
and is “funner” to tell than a good one? 
And who wants to be the upbeat guy 
when those around you are struggling 
and down?

It has been tough going for a few 
years here. You all know that, no doubt. 
However, one thing I hope we’ve all had 
the opportunity to notice, especially 
this year, is the heightened awareness 
and genuine concern shown by all in 

our rural communities.
Main Street businesses, 

amid their own struggles, are 
concerned about those on the farm, and 
those who make their living on the farm 
are hoping those in town are able to stay 
afloat. And it seems both parties are 
making a conscious effort to help where 
they can. That impresses me and is why 
I love living in the rural Midwest. 

This season started out fantastic 
overall, and most were very optimistic, 
thanks to awesome spring weather that 
gave us great planting conditions – no 
rush to mud in the crops or sense of 
being forced to make poor decisions 
because we had to try and beat the next 
rain, etc. 

In fact, most people commented 
that this spring was a pleasure and they 
finally enjoyed it compared to the last 
few years.

Now maybe this year hasn’t 
finished quite as everyone had hoped 
it would early on, but we don’t know 
that yet. One farmer I was visiting with 
last week put a refreshing perspective 
on things. He said, “You know, we got 
the crops in in great shape this year and 
it looks like we’re going to have a real 
nice long fall to get things harvested … 
and we probably aren’t going to have 
a bunch of wet corn we have to try to 
manage.”

Plus, with an early fall hopefully 
that means you aren’t slammed trying 

to do all the things that have to get 
done. 

Crops harvested, manure hauled, 
pits pumped, fertilizer put on, fields 
dug, dry stalks raked and baled, those 
bales hauled home, etc. The potentially 
longer fall window should relieve some 
pressure because all those fall jobs 
won’t be so compressed and daunting 
due to wet, miserable weather.

Time will tell, I know – we’ve got 
a lot of fall left. But maybe you can get 
back to enjoying a few of those duties 
along with all the great things about 
fall on the farm – the cool weather, all 
the great scenes harvest brings to your 
cab, and especially the sometimes 
comical chatter on the CB radio 
(usually on those longer days) from 
family, neighbors and friends who are 
helping you. 

And just the great feeling of 
working on YOUR farms!

And who knows, markets could 
take a nice uptick and yields aren’t 
really known yet. And since we can’t 
control either anyway, let’s throw that 
on the back burner for now. 

I hope this isn’t coming off too 
“rose-colored” – everyone’s got to be 
realistic and vent once in a while – just 
so we don’t let it consume our day.

I hope you all have a safe, 
successful fall and are able to focus on 
and enjoy the good things we’ve all got 
going on!

Perspective
Farming is tough lately, but with the right perspective, 
we can see there are plenty of good things going on

— Justin Decker, seed and agronomy sales, Nutrien Ag Solutions

“... one thing I hope we’ve all had the opportunity to notice, 
especially this year, is the heightened awareness and 
genuine concern shown by all in our rural communities.”

Digital and HD Cable TV • High Speed Internet • Phone

612 Third St., Garretson • 1-888-990-0991 • www.alliancecom.net

Digital and HD Cable TV • High Speed Internet • Phone

612 Third St., Garretson • 1-888-990-0991 • www.alliancecom.net

VerSteeg Excavation

CHAD VERSTEEG
507-227-2522

Snow Removal  |  Trucking
Tree Removal  |  Grain Hauling
Excavation/Demolition
Conservation Work

1432 150th Ave.  Luverne, MN   56156
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Contact Pat at 
605-212-9700 

for a free estimate or to 
schedule an appointment!

www.fourwayinsulation.com
903 Walnut Ave. Luverne

866-752-3865
507-449-0315

Providing exceptional 
insulation services for 

residential, commercial and 
agricultural projects.

By Mavis Fodness
Cloey Anderson wants to ignite a 

passion in her Hills-Beaver Creek High 
School students to consider a career in 
agriculture.

“I hope to bring to the students 
of H-BC a sense of belonging and 
hopefully spark a passion in them, 
whether it’s in agriculture or not,” 
she said. “I believe that many of the 
concepts in agriculture are very lifelong, 
so I hope students can learn a thing or 
to and be successful people in society.”

Anderson’s early interest in 
agriculture involved helping her 
grandparents with their crop and beef 
cattle operation. Living in the town of 
Gaylord, Anderson said she was aware 
of agriculture all around her.

“I would love to help with chores 
and help with harvesting or planting 
with my grandpa,” she said.

When she was 12, her family 
moved to their own farm, and 
Anderson was exposed to the day-to-
day operation of raising Boer goats and 
chickens.

“We sold our goats for meat and 
kept females to grow the herd. I always 
had so much fun with the goats and 
chickens.”

As an eighth-grader at Sibley East 
High School, Anderson was in the 
required Introduction to Ag class when 
her passion received the needed spark.

“I knew I wanted to be a teacher my 
whole life, and when I learned I could 
be an ag teacher, I was hooked,” she 
said.

Her ag teacher encouraged her to 
join FFA. 

“I went to every FFA event I could, 
but I found my niche in the dairy 
products career development event.”

Her love for cheese kept her 
interested in the event that took her to 
the state FFA competition twice.

“I really liked to practice for it, and 
it gave me an opportunity to learn 
about something I didn’t have a lot of 
experience in,” she said.

Anderson connected with friends, 
who shared a similar interest in dairy 
products, and now as a teacher and 

H-BC FFA Chapter adviser, 
she wants her students to 
also receive that exposure 
to the wide variety of ag 
experiences through the FFA 
program.

“Making practices fun is 
a great way to get students 
to participate, and getting 
a group of friends together 
makes it that much more 
fun.”

This fall, however, many 
of the FFA experiences 
will start online due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

At H-BC, however, 
Anderson may tap into 
her own experiences to 
expose students to hands-
on activities promoting 
agriculture.

As a student at Sibley 
East High School, Anderson 
was vice president of her 
FFA chapter and assisted 
in piloting the “Book 
Buddies” program, where 
FFA students visited the 
elementary school to 
read agriculture books 
to kindergartners. For a 
supervised agricultural 
experience, she worked 
in the school’s garden, 
managing the plants and 
workers.

Anderson graduated 
from South Dakota State 
University in Brookings 
in May with a degree in 
agricultural education. H-BC 
High School is her first full-
time teaching position.

Finding passion
First-year ag teacher focuses on finding ‘sparks’ in students at H-BC

Census 2020 in Minnesota

What the Census is

• why it’s important
• who gets counted
• who gets missed
• how and when it happens

1

Be counted. Participate in the Census.

First-year Hills-Beaver Creek High 
School ag instructor Cloey Anderson 
will also lead the school’s FFA Chap-
ter for 2020-21. Anderson (pictured 
working with one of her family meat 
goats) wants to expose students to 
a variety of ag experiences in order 
to ignite a passion for learning.

Raising livestock taught first-year 
ag teacher Cloey Anderson about 
meat production and the day-to-day 
management skills necessary to raise 
healthy goats and chickens.
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ROOTED IN OUR 
COMMUNITIES

WE UNDERSTAND FARMING

For over 100 years we have 
been financing farming 

operations and we have roots 
that run deep in the community.

AG SERVICES
Competitive Rates
Real Estate Loans

 Construction Loans
Lines Of Credit
Livestock Loans

 Crop Input Loans

SECURING 
YOUR FUTURE

Rural America: Stand up and be counted in the 2020 Census
The 2020 Census is 

underway. Participation 
and leadership from 
farmers, ranchers and other 
agricultural leaders is critical 
and will have an impact on 
rural communities for the 
next 10 years.

Many farmers and 
ranchers complete other 
Census surveys, such as the 
Census of Agriculture, but 
the 2020 U.S. Census also is 
important. 

The U.S. Constitution 
calls for a complete count 
every 10 years of everyone 
living in the United States 
and its territories, regardless 
of gender, age, race, ethnic 
origin or citizenship.

For your community, 
county and state, census 
participation is about 

legislative representation 
and money. The 2020 Census 
will determine how the 435 
members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives will be 
allocated to each state for the 
next 10 years. 

Similarly, many states 
use Census data as part 
of legislative redistricting 
processes.

Each year $675 billion 
in federal spending comes 
back to local communities, 
counties and states through 
programs that use census 
data in determining 
allocations. 

They include things 
like health and medical 
programs, nutrition 

assistance and the school 
lunch program, and energy 
assistance and housing 
programs. 

Funds may come back 
through grants for schools, 
parks, education and 
library services, or fire and 
emergency services. 

Of course, a big one 

is funding for highway 
and road planning and 
construction.

Regardless of how you 
use the roads – foot, bicycle, 
motorcycle, car, truck or 
horse and buggy – federal 
money allocated based on 
the census affects you. 

Census data are also 
factored into allocation of 
money through various farm 
bill and USDA programs, 
including the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program. 

Other rural programs 
that receive funding based 
on census data include:

•rural education.

•rural business 
enterprise grants.

•rural home rental 
assistance. 

•water and waste 
disposal for rural 
communities.

•state wildlife grants.
•rural housing 

preservation grants.
•hunter education and 

safety.
Most people already 

received invitations to 
participate in the 2020 
Census through mailings 
that began March 12. 

They can continue to 
complete the census online 
at www.2020census.gov, by 
phone or by mail with a 
paper questionnaire. 

To encourage more 
households to self-respond, 
the Census Bureau sent a 
seventh mailing, including a 
paper questionnaire, in late 
August to early September, 
to the lowest- responding 
communities. Some 
households also may be 

contacted by phone or email.
Many households 

in rural areas with no 
mail delivery to physical 
addresses, or those who 
receive mail at U.S. 

Post Office boxes or by 
other means, should have 
received census forms this 
summer using a non-contact 
process called “update leave,” 
where census staff verified 
the address and dropped off 
a census form at the door. 

Those forms still can be 
mailed in, but even if the 
form was lost or misplaced, 
you can still complete the 
census online or by phone.

On Aug. 9 census 
workers began knocking on 
doors nationwide to follow 
up with those who had 
not yet self-responded by 
internet, phone or mail. 

Census takers wear 
masks and other personal 
protective equipment 
and are trained in social 
distancing.

As of Aug. 30, about 
64.4 percent of people 
self-responded nationwide 
and 82.4 percent of U.S. 
households have been 
counted in total. Yet, self-
response rates in 13 states or 
territories remain below 60 
percent.

There are rural areas in 
almost all states – including 
high-responding states – 
where response is much 
lower. To see daily updated 
self-response rates down 

Data collection ends Sept. 30; there are many ways to participate
Leadership from farmers, ranchers 

and ag businesses and rural 
families is essential for rural 

communities to benefit from the 
Census for the next 10 years. 

Rural Census/see page 16B
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283-2391
111 N. Cedar St.

P.O. Box 836
Luverne, MN 56156
www.jmsi.net

• MANAGEMENT
• CONSULTANTS
• APPRAISALS
• REAL ESTATE
•  PRIVATE TREATY 

& AUCTION

JENSEN MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
William (Bill) V. Weber, Broker & Certifi ed General Real Property 
 Appraiser
William (Bill) J. Korth, Salesperson, Licensed Real Proerpty Appraiser, 
 Auctioneer, Personal Property Appraiser
Tamra (Tammy) Jo Makram, Salesperson
Paul A. Schutte, Certifi ed General Real Property Appraiser

SAFETY
FIRST

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) 
is encouraging farmers and agronomists to scout fields 
now for the invasive weed Palmer amaranth.

Palmer amaranth is listed as a noxious weed in 
Minnesota and was first discovered in the state in 2016. 
All above and below ground parts of the plant must be 
destroyed, and it cannot be moved.

Left uncontrolled, a single female Palmer amaranth 
plant typically produces 100,000 to 500,000 seeds. It is 
resistant to multiple herbicides, can cause substantial 
yield losses, and greatly increase weed management 
costs in soybeans and corn.

Now is the time when Palmer amaranth is visible in 
agricultural fields. 

The MDA is asking farmers and agronomists to 
pull out any suspicious plants and report them to the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s Arrest the Pest 
line at 1-888-545-6684 or arrest.the.pest@state.mn.us.

Palmer amaranth can be identified by the 
following characteristics:

The green leaves are smooth and arranged in an 
alternate pattern that grows symmetrically around the 
stem. The leaves are oval to diamond or triangle shaped.

The leaves of some Palmer amaranth plants have 
a whitish, V-shaped mark on them. Not all Palmer 
amaranth plants display this characteristic.

Palmer amaranth looks similar to our native 
pigweeds such as waterhemp. Here are some 
distinguishing characteristics: 

•Pigweeds have fine hairs on their stems and leaves. 
Palmer amaranth and waterhemp do not have these 
hairs.

•The petiole (stalk connecting a leaf to the stem) is 
longer than the length of the leaf. For waterhemp, the 
petiole will be only half the length of the leaf.

•Seedhead spikes on female Palmer amaranth 
plants are much taller (up to three feet long) and 
pricklier than waterhemp or redroot and smooth 
pigweed spikes.

The invasive weed is also listed as a prohibited weed 
seed in the state. This means no Palmer amaranth is 
allowed in any seed offered for sale in Minnesota.

Palmer amaranth has been found in nine 
Minnesota counties; however, most of the sites have 
been successfully eradicated and the remaining are 
being closely monitored.

Farmers and agronomists should scout fields for palmer amaranth
The MDA is 

asking farmers 
and agronomists 

to pull out any 
suspicious plants 
and report them 
to the Minnesota 

Department of 
Agriculture’s Arrest 

the Pest line at 
1-888-545-6684 or 

arrest.the.pest@
state.mn.us.

The green leaves of the 
palmer amaranth (pictured 
at left) are smooth and ar-
ranged in an alternate pat-
tern that grows symmetri-
cally around the stem. The 
leaves are oval to diamond 
or triangle shaped. Some 
palmer amaranth leaves 
have a whitish, V-shaped 
mark on them.
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 yvette@vanderbrinkauctions.com

Y v e t t e  V a n D e r B r i n k ,  A u c t i o n e e r

507-673-2517 or 
605-201-7005

Land  Estates
Collections

Auctions of
All Kinds!

For All Your Swine Confinement 
and Building Needs

Commercial, Agriculture and Residential Building Supplies
• Firm Estimates  • Material Packages Available

Call for more information at (507) 283-9713
East of Luverne off County Road 9 

1686 101st St. Luverne, MN 56156
Hours: 

Monday – Thursday: 7:30 am – 5:00 PM 
Friday: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm

www.skattumconfinement.com 
                                  @SkattumConfinement 

Year-end tax planning can
save you dollars!

Certifi ed Public Accountants
P.O. Box 685, 109 S. Freeman, Luverne, MN 56156
P.O. Box 707, 216 E. Main, Pipestone, MN 56164

EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARERS
WITH OFFICES IN PIPESTONE, 

LUVERNE, TYLER,  
LAKE WILSON AND MARSHALL

New Clients Welcome! 
 • Tax planning & preparation
 • Electronic tax fi ling available
 • Agri-plantm - pretax medical deductions
 • Accounting, Payroll & Bookkeeping services

Meulebroeck, Taubert 
& Co., PLLP

PLAN AHEAD!
Call today for an appointment.

Luverne               Pipestone
507-283-4055      507-825-4288

By Shirley Top, 
Kozlowski Insurance

Life changes in a 
heartbeat without regular 
reviews of your insurance 
program. 

It is possible for gaps 
to form. The result can be 
disastrous for a family. Nothing is more unfortunate 
than finding out after a loss that you weren’t cov-
ered for a particular risk.

In order to ensure that your coverage stays 
current with your circumstances and needs, it is 
important to have annual reviews.

Many people assume their auto and farm cover-
age will provide all the liability insurance they need. 

In the event you are underinsured, everything 
you have worked so hard to obtain can be taken 
away, leaving families exposed to financial ruin.

Scheduling an annual review of your insurance 
program can help indentify gaps in your coverage or 
help additional discounts. 

An hour of your time will make you feel more 
confident throughout the year so that you can focus 
on the things that are most important to you. 

You could be spending less money and getting 
better coverage. Who wouldn’t be happy with that?

•Is your coverage on your dwelling and outbuildings 
adequate? Cost of construction has gone up substantially.

•Do buildings have replacement cost coverage or will 
there be depreciation?

•Scheduled personal property such as cell phones, 
jewelry, computers etc.?

•Backup of sewer, drain, sump pump coverage?

•Service line coverage for water, sewer, power lines 
and geothermal pipes?

•Equipment breakdown for furnaces, air conditioning 
systems, generators?

•Have you formed different entities such as corpora-
tions or trust?

•Verify coverage on your machinery, livestock, grain, 
hay, corn stalk bales?

•Do you have livestock liability coverage? If not, you 
may qualify for a discount.

•Blizzard or suffocation coverage on livestock?

•Contract grower liability coverage in the event you 
are found negligent for the death of custom-fed livestock 
in your possession?

•Loss of income for confinement buildings or dairy 
farms?

•Ingestion of foreign objects, such as rocks, post, etc. 
for farm equipment?

•Debris removal?

•Farm extra expense, such as farm equipment rental?

•Cab glass equipment for farm equipment?

•Licensed trailers?

•Grain peak season?

•Livestock at additional locations?

•Additional set of farm buildings liability?

•Farm accident medical payments coverage for the 
insured, $5,000 or $10,000 coverage, $100 deductible?

•ATV 4-wheeler, snowmobile, golf cart, boat?

•Custom farming liability coverage?

•Custom feeding livestock liability?

•Workers compensation?

•Is your life insurance adequate?

•Disability income protection?

•Nursing home long-term care coverage?

•Directors and officers coverage for board members?

•Any business activity?

•Equipment breakdown coverage for dwelling, out-
buildings, hog confinements, dairy farms, grain systems, 
etc.?

•$1,000,000 to $5,000,000 liability umbrella policy? 

Consider an umbrella liability policy that provides 
you with an extra layer of liability coverage – in addition 
to your underlying liability exposure on your farm, auto 
and recreational vehicles. 

Life changes, so do your insurance needs
What information should you discuss at your annual review?
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Inside the combine cab, Leah Wynia powers up the precision ag equipment where she selects the diagnostics screen. In an internship with Jaycox Imple-
ment, the Luverne High School senior learned how to fix and recalibrate various technological equipment now included in today’s tractors and combines.

A scholarship program 
at Jaycox Implement, 
Luverne, provides oppor-

tunities for students to explore 
careers in agriculture. 

Students shadow profes-
sionals and help with hands-on 
repairs, and ultimately gain 
experience for a job at one of 
the Jaycox locations in Luverne, 
Worthington or Lake Park, Iowa.

About a dozen young people 
have applied to the program in 
recent years, according to Mark 
Ommen, Luverne store manager.

“Bottom line is that we pay 
their tuition for two years and 
they get a starter tool kit,” he 
said. “(Farm implement repair) 
is a field and a position that’s 
tough to find talent for.”

As Ommen balances his 
future workforce with industry 
needs, the scholarship program 
cultivates potential workers 
through two career exploration 
paths:  supervised occupational 
experiences and/or tuition as-
sistance.

Leah Wynia, a senior at 
Luverne High School, is interest-
ed in a career in agriculture and 
said she sees the occupational 
experiences at Jaycox as a ben-
efit toward her goal of joining 
the family farm operation.

The daughter of Roger and Julie Wynia spent this past 
summer shadowing in the preci-

sion ag department at Jaycox. 
She’s tentatively decided 

to attend South Dakota State 
University in Brookings next 

year, joining the school’s growing 
precision ag program.

Precision ag is a broad career field that uses technology to 
improve farming practices.

“If I decide not to do precision ag as a technician … I would 
have that knowledge (coming back to the farm),” she said.

As an intern, Wynia was paid for her time, and the flexible 
schedule will allow her to continue the job shadowing during 
the school year. She will decide later whether or not to apply to 
the scholarship program.

Second-year scholarship student Tucker Madison of 
Adrian said he immediately knew the scholarship program 
was a good fit.

“Before I started at Jaycox, I had the mindset of becoming a 
diesel mechanic,” he said.

The past two years of hands-on experience next to sea-
soned Jaycox mechanics has only heightened his interest in 
repairing tractor and combine engines. He’s picked up plenty 

of tips and advice in the field.
“Having that guidance from someone who has been 

wrenching a long time has been invaluable,” Madison said. 
“The biggest thing is I’ve gained confidence to start that big 
project, and I know I will be able to complete it.”

The 2019 graduate of Worthington High School is in his 
second year at Lake Area Technical College in Watertown, 
South Dakota.

He uses the Snap-On tools provided by the scholarship 
program at school as well as when he works at Jaycox during 

Keeping opportunities and talent close to home

Area students explore ag careers through Jaycox scholarships
“The biggest 

reason I do this 
— work with 
local families 

and local students 
and reward them 

— is to show 
them they don’t 
have to go to a 

big city for a 
good-paying job.” 

— Mark Ommen 
Jaycox Luverne 
store manager

Photos and 
text by 

Mavis Fodness

Jacox precision ag internships/continued on page 10B
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breaks. After graduation, the son of 
Mark and Dawn Madison will work at 
Jaycox for two years as the scholarship 
program’s final steps.

Ommen said when scholarship 
recipients return to fulfill the em-
ployment requirements, the learning 
doesn’t stop with the hiring.

As a dealer for Case IH equipment, 
technicians complete continuing edu-

Luverne High School graduate Leah Wynia participates in a paid supervised occupational experience at the Luverne 
location of Jaycox Implement. Wynia, daughter of Roger and Julie Wynia, has shadowed precision ag technicians 
and completed several trouble-shooting tasks related to the job. 

At left, she powers up the precision ag equipment where she selects the diagnostics screen in a combine cab at 
Jaycox Implement, Luverne. She spent this past summer shadowing in the precision ag department at Jaycox. 

Mavis Fodness photo/0924 Ag Tab Fall 2020 Jaycox Scholarships

Jacox precision 
technology 
internships/
continued
from page 9B

Jacox precision scholarship/see next page

or unleash those tied up 
nutrients, whether they’re 
bringing nutrients that are 
deeper in the soil profile 
to the surface or you’re 
decreasing wind and soil 
erosion where particles are 
leaving or just supercharging 
the soil bacteria to make 
nutrients more available.”

That in turn, he said, 
puts dollars back in his 
pocket. However, the savings 
aren’t always obvious.

“When we grid sample 
every four years, we’re 
seeing organic matter 
increase 3- to 4-tenths of 
a percent every four years. 
And if you stick with it for 10, 
12 years, it’s gone up more 
than 1 percent,” Aukes said.

“Now put a price tag 
on that in the environment 
we’re in and how dry 
as it is. Not to mention 
the extra available 
phosphorus, potassium 
and micronutrients – and 
nitrogen for that matter, 
that comes along with that 
percent of organic matter.

As an agronomist, Aukes 
said he’s noticing trends in 
cover crops and nutrient 
improvements in soil.

“… Every year I see it 
continue to grow. I see what 
our seed business does 
that I can gauge total acres 
and I see where the trend is 
moving toward continued 
covers. If you look back 
seven, eight, nine years ago, 
if a farmer would put a cover 
crop, neighbors wondered 
what was going on,” he said. 

“Now it’s a culture 
that’s made it just natural. 
There are enough growers 
that have done it and seen 
benefit from it.  It’s part of 
the total farm management 
decision, no different than 
if you would put a herbicide 
on. ... Once that silage is 
chopped, it’s automatic, 
you’re going to put that cover 
crop on to protect the soil.”

He said new producers 
might feel overwhelmed by 
all the information, but he 
encourages them to consider 
their goals.

“Is it more from a forage 
standpoint or is from cover 
for decreasing erosion. It 
could be both or all the 
above,” Aukes said.

“I just challenge the 
grower, if you don’t take 
a start, you’ll never dive 
in. If they feel comfortable 
splitting an 80 and see. ... 
Allow the agronomist to walk 
you through it. ... when to 
terminate it, when to plant 
into it, and the herbicide 
considerations.”

Aukes can be reached at 
taukes@coopfe.com

Cover crops/
from page 3B
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» minnwestbank.com/agri-business-loans

Minnwest Bank is here to help.

We’re a family-owned operation that knows the ag 
industry like our own — because it is our own.

As your local agribusiness experts, we’ve got the 
know-how and the financial power to support you 
and your operation.

Don't let DON'T win. DO.

MEMBER FDIC

Const��ction
TOM WALKER
BRYCE NIESSINK

W    &        N

• Demolition
• Road Grading
• Dirt & Gravel, Rock
• Excavation
• Dozer Work
• Trucking

Web - w-and-n-construction.com
email - wnconst@hotmail.com

1275 101st St. Luverne, MN 5156

507-283-3999

Free Estimates

“Having that guidance from 
someone who has been wrenching 

a long time has been invaluable. 
... The biggest thing is I’ve 

gained confidence to start that 
big project, and  I know I will be able to 

complete it.”
— Tucker Madison, Adrian

Jaycox Implement 
precision technology intern 

Jacox precision technology internships keep talent and opportunity close to home/from page 10B

cation hours through the manufacturer. Scholarship students 
can specialize in one area as the industry needs dictate.

“The biggest reason I do this — work with local families and 
local students and reward them — is to show them they don’t 
have to go to a big city for a good-paying job,” Ommen said.

Interest is the only requirement to be a Jaycox Implement 
intern or scholarship student.

“If the shoe fits for both of us, we’ll try to make it fit,” he said.
Ommen can be reached at 507-283-2319.

Tucker Madison rests against the chest of tools he received as a second-year participant in the Jaycox Implement 
Scholarship Program. The 2019 graduate of Worthington High School is in his second year at Lake Area Technical 
College in Watertown, South Dakota. He uses the Snap-On tools provided by the scholarship program at school as 
well as when he works at Jaycox during breaks.

To inquire about the sholarship program 
at Jaycox Implement in Luverne, Mark 

Ommen can be reached 
at 507-283-2319



Page 12B   Rock County Star Herald  Fall 2020 Ag Mag

Dedicated to a 
better future 
for Greater 
Minnesota 
families.

Joe Schomacker

D
b

phone: 888-727-6307
email: repjoe.schomacker@house.mn

website: www.house.mn/22a

State Representative

Prepared and paid for by the Schomacker Volunteer Committee 
www.JoeforHouse.com

COMPEER.COM | (844) 426-6733

Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2020 All rights reserved.

Pat Barnett
Financial Officer
(507) 360-0506
Pat.Barnett@compeer.com

Farm mortgage rates are
HISTORICALLY LOW.

Now is the time to turn your plans into reality. Let’s get started today.

DON’T WAIT FOR RATES TO START CLIMBING. 
PARTNER WITH COMPEER FINANCIAL® TO GET:

• Long-term fixed rates from 2 to 30 years
• Convenient loan conversion options
• Flexible refinancing options

• Farm debt consolidation loans with one annual payment 
• Cooperative benefits through our patronage program
• Local, client-focused service

BANK NAME

BANKING
On A First Name Basis

© Vic Jacquot

The Impact Of Agriculture
            rom our nation’s earliest days, Agriculture has played a major
           role in the United States economy. America’s Farmers and
       Ranchers cultivate the soil, plant the crops and raise the 
livestock necessary for our nation’s food supply.

Today more than 21 million American workers produce, process 
and sell the nation’s food and fiber. As an Ag Bank, we consider it a 
privilege to be involved in financing agriculture. If we can be of help to 
you, come see us.

F 

State Bank of Lismore
www.statebankofl ismore.com

By Doug Bos, Rock County 
Land Management Office

Fall application of nitrogen has 
been a practice that has been utilized 
for many years. 

Benefits include reduced compac-
tion compared to spring application, 
better availability of equipment in the 
fall, and saving time in the spring when 
there are too many things to accom-
plish before planting.

Fall application of nitrogen also 
comes with risks from the cost of lost 
nitrogen and possible nitrate leaching 
into groundwater.

This will be changing for some 
areas in Rock County this fall. 

Starting Sept. 1, fall nitrogen appli-
cation is prohibited on areas of coarse-
textured soil and shallow bedrock. 

These areas are susceptible to 
leaching of nitrates into the ground 
water. 

For a map of these areas you can 
search for your property on the Min-
nesota Department of Ag’s (MDA) 
Groundwater Protection Rule website 
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/nfr or 
call our office for more details.  

The MDA is ultimately responsible 
for administering and enforcing the 
Groundwater Protection Rule to protect 
drinking water, but for the past five 
years Rock County SWCD/Land Man-
agement has been assisting farmers in 
the Drinking Water Supply Manage-

Be prepared for changes 
to fall nitrogen application

ment Areas (DWSMA) with implement-
ing best management practices for 
nitrogen application.

Some of these best management 
practices included no fall nitrogen ap-
plication, split application of nitrogen, 
use of nitrification inhibitors, reducing 
nitrogen rates, variable rate nitrogen 
application (based on soil type and 
yield maps) and installation of peren-
nial grass plantings. 

The Rock County Rural Water 
DWSMA has seen some success in 
reducing nitrates in their wells with the 
implementation of these best manage-
ment practices.  

Another plus for farmers imple-
menting the best management practic-
es has been improved profits through 
reductions in fertilizer costs and better 
yields. 

Because of the improved profit-
ability, these same farmers have been 
utilizing these best management prac-
tices for nitrogen application across all 
of their acres.  

Utilizing perennial crops such as 
grass and alfalfa or small grains in crop 
rotations has shown to be more profit-
able than corn/soybean rotations as 
well as improved soil health.

If you are interested in these best 
management practices for nitrogen or 
have questions on the Groundwater 
Protection Rule, feel free to call our of-
fice at 507-283-8862. 

Wishing
a safe

& 
plentiful
harvest
to our
farming
FRIENDS.
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Who can describe 2020 as normal?  Many boast 
that they survived the great toilet paper scare 
of 2020. School kids experienced a spring 

break that lasted into August. Baseball games now 
cater to a stadium full of cardboard cutouts. Major 
events such as graduations, proms and weddings can-
celed or postponed. 2020 was far from our “normal”.  

The crop year of 2020 was also vastly different 
from the prior year. Last year experienced widespread 
moisture leading to planting delays and acres upon 
acres of preventive plant. The high level of moisture 
continued the entire growing season, leaving a crop of 
below trend line yields.

This year began with an abundance of ground 
moisture, early planting, and above normal tempera-
tures for most of the growing season. Rain was lacking 
in parts of the grain belt, yielding drought and stress 
across most of Iowa. 

Strong storms, derecho (I had never heard of), 
blasted a large portion of Iowa and beyond, flattening 
crops, tumbling grain bins, power lines, buildings and 
trees. A crop that started off with high potential seems 
to be shrinking in size as portions of the grain belt 
struggled with recent rains. 

Parts of western Iowa are ranked near the driest 
they have been in the past 128 years, while other por-
tions of the grain belts remain above or near average. 
It truly will be a year of a wide variety of yields by area. 

The recent hot and dry weather has pushed corn 
futures back near the summer highs after the July 
rally. This rally is happening at a very counter sea-
sonal time. 

As we have studied past years with similar weath-
er patterns, it is surprising how these markets have 
rallied hard in later August, but still sold off season-
ally into harvest. There continues to be downside risk 
to prices as we approach harvest.

The real question now is where do we go from 
here? The big but shrinking crops in the U.S. right now 
have helped rally these markets, along with a resur-
gence in Chinese buying. Multiple reasons lead us to 
believe we are in an opportunity. China buying has 
remained uncommonly strong over the past month. 

Their growing hog herd and flooding has helped 
wipe out reserves that have had to be auctioned off 
and replenished. 

Continued strength in these markets will depend 
on China continuing to make uncharacteristic pur-

chases … and we all know how depend-
able China is at living up to their agreed 
upon purchases. How long will this 
continue?

Unfortunately, one cannot just 
check off 2020 talking just about the 
weather. COVID-19! The impacts of 

this continue to make waves. Crude oil 
traded negative for the first time in his-
tory back in April as demand was weak 
and storage was scarce. 

The world was in lockdown at home, 
and travel stopped. Ethanol production 
was running at 50 percent of the prior 

‘Normal’ -- (Webster) noun: 
the usual, average, or typical state or condition

In a pandemic world where we’ve forgotten 
what’s ‘normal,’ where do we go from here?

Rob Andringa, risk manager, Professional Ag Marketing, shares ideas

year, reducing the need for corn. 
Livestock plants struggled with labor 
issues due to the virus backing up 
livestock. Grocery shelves began to 
empty as products became unavail-

What’s normal?/continued on 15B

Every day we help producers just like you!

507-449-2030
904 S Kniss Ave  

Luverne, MN 56156

•	Develop livestock and crop marketing plans 
for producers, owners and investors

•	Help prevent downside and unnecessary risk
Trading commodity futures and options involves substantial risk of loss and may not be suitable for everyone. 

visit our website for current market prices and other valuable information
professionalagmarketing.com

Your Partner and Resource for Good Marketing Decisions

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Boleman
Store Manager

A regional leader in automotive parts and accessories, 
with over a million parts available...

Sturdevant’s HAS IT!

207 S Kniss • Luverne, MN
507-283-2371
877-559-7467

Fax: 507-283-9199

We are more than 
just auto parts...
Carrying a full line 
of 

Census 2020 in Minnesota

What the Census is

• why it’s important
• who gets counted
• who gets missed
• how and when it happens

1

Be counted. Participate in the Census.
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YOUR LOCAL JOHN DEERE DEALER.

          1480 S KNISS AVE                       1760 16TH STREET
       (507) 283-4430                            (507) 442-4951

     VISIT US ONLINE AT DEEREQUIPMENT.COM 

SHOWING UP FOR YOU. 
SEASON AFTER SEASON.

LUVERNE, MN  EDGERTON, MN

Thank you to the advertisers who made this quality information possible.
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PO Box 196 • Hills, MN 56138
offi ce: 507-962-3433 • home: 507-962-3432 • cell: 507-920-6131

email: keith@realestateretrievers.com  - www. elbersauction.com

“Quality Auctions since 1988”

Call today for a
No Obligation Quotation.

The  most 
competitive,honest,

quickest, fairest and fastest
growing method in 

marketing.

GROW YOUR PROFITS THROUGH
CONSERVATION, PRESERVATION

& GOOD MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Rock County Land Mgt./SWCD
311 W. Gabrielson Road, Luverne • 507-283-8862  • www.rockswcd.org

• Rural Land Use/Building Permits  
• Individual Septic Treatment System Permits  

• Feedlot Permits 
• Well-Sealing Cost Share 

 • State Cost Share for Agricultural Conservation Practices  
• Household Hazardous Waste Disposal  
• Ag Best Management Practices Loans  

• Trees  • Recycling 
• Technical Assistance for Conservation Practices

LOCAL. MOTIVATED. RELIABLE.
& HERE TO SERVE YOU.

SINCE 1956, JAYCOX IMPLEMENT OFFERS A WIDE RANGE OF
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES TO ENSURE QUALITY PERFORMANCE

AND COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION. 

JAYCOX TRUCK & TRAILER
ANNUAL DOT INSPECTIONS • LARGE PARTS INVENTORY

RANGE OF DONALDSON FILTERS IN STOCK  
TIRE REPLACEMENT AND REPAIR 

ROAD/FIELD SERVICE TRUCK • SHURCO AUTHORIZED

(507) 449-6130
WWW.JAYCOXIMPLEMENT.COM

able. The impact infected every aspect of 
the ag industry.

While the virus and its effects remain, 
advancements have been made. Today 
crude oil is trading around $40. Gas de-
mand has increased. 

Ethanol plants continue to increase 
production. Livestock slaughter rates have 
improved while adding larger weekend 
slaughters. 

Most of the benchmarks the Ag indus-
try uses have hit a short-term plateau at 80 
to 90 percent of pre-Covid levels.

This continues to be a large concern for 
the Ag markets going forward. While there 
remains a lot of abnormality, the economy 
has picked up from its lows. 

A benefit to all of the stimulus funds 
has been a decrease in the value of the 
dollar. This has allowed the U.S. to be more 
competitive in the export market. 

We have seen a large increase in 
exports partially due to the Phase 1 trade 
commitment, but also due to the weaken-
ing of the dollar. This has benefited the Ag 
industry.

As we move forward, attempting to 
make decisions that make sense for our 
business, it is always important to use his-
tory as a guide.  

While 2020 might just be that unex-
pected exceptional year that doesn’t occur 
again, I am certain it has taught us that we 
need to always be prepared.   

Use the right tools available to you to 

make good informed decisions for your 
business today!

This data is provided for information 
purposes only by Ag Marketing Inc. No 
guarantee of any kind is implied or possible 
where projections of future conditions are 
attempted. Past results are no indication 
of future performance. All information is 
based upon data that is believed to be reli-
able, but its accuracy is not guaranteed.

Trading commodity futures and options 
involves substantial risk of loss and may not 
be suitable for everyone.

Copyright 2020 Professional Ag Marketing

What’s normal? Where do we go from here 
in pandemic world?/continued from page 13B

While 2020 might just be 
that unexpected exceptional 

year that doesn’t occur 
again, I am certain it has 
taught us that we need to 

always be prepared.   
Use the right tools 

available to you to make 
good informed decisions for 

your business today.

— Rob Andringa, 
Professional Ag Marketing
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Get the Star Herald Online

12 months             $46
24 Hour Access        99¢

Online + Print Edition
In County: 12 months  

$88   
Out of County*: 12 months	

 $115

Print Edition Only
In County: 12 months          $74
In County: 6 months             $54	
	     
Out of County*: 12 months $91
Out of County*: 6 months    $68	
		
 

 *Mailed as periodicals. Allow up to 2 
weeks out of state.

SUBSCRIBE

Grants and cost-share programs can provide funding for 
your farming and conservation projects. 

There is a lot of money available to improve your community 
if you know where to look. 

Following are a few grants that can benefit Rock County:   

1. Rock County Tree Program  
All landowners in Rock County are eligible for 40-percent 

cost-share (up to $800) for windbreaks and larger tree planting 
projects.  

Projects should be scheduled in the fall for planting next 
spring. Contact the Rock County Land Management Office (Rock 
SWCD) at 507-283-8862 for more information.

Details can also be found online at RockSWCD.org/trees

2. 1-Watershed 1-Plan (1W1P)
One of the newest conservation programs for farmers/

landowners is 1W1P.  This program was created to help address 
soil and water quality issues on a watershed level instead of a 
county level.  

In Rock County this program is primarily used by farmers 
to stop erosion and fix gullies, but there are other conservation 
practices it will also fund.  

1W1P takes ongoing signups; funds are renewed every two 
years. Cost share can cover up to 90 percent of the project cost. 
Contact your local Soil Water Conservation District for more 
information.     

3. Environmental Quality 
Enhancement Programs (EQIP)

The USDA has many branches and grants. The USDA’s Na-
tional Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) provides EQIP cost 
share funding to conserve and improve water, soil and air quality.  

Some of the practices that EQIP will provide cost share for 
include cover crops, agroforestry, grazing irrigation, high tunnels, 
on-farm energy efficiency, and even innovations in conservation.  

Contact your local USDA/NRCS office or check on their 
website at nrcs.usda.gov for more information. 

4. Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Education (SARE)

SARE is another branch of the USDA. They offer cost share 
for project by region.  

Their objective is to fund research and education projects 
that advance sustainable agriculture. Farmers, researches, exten-
sion agents, graduate students and other educators are eligible 
for this cost share.  

Projects can include on-farm energy, pest/weed manage-
ment, pollinators and local/regional food systems.  

There is currently a grant deadline for Dec. 3, 2020. Check 
out SARE.org/grants for more information.

5. AGRI Sustainable Agriculture 
Demonstration Grant

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture also offers funding 
for projects that make state more sustainable. This program funds 
Minnesota farmers, nonprofits and educational organizations.  

Projects can include cover crops, conservation tillage, crop 
rotations, improving marketing opportunities, on-farm energy 
production and organic productions. Proposal deadline is Dec. 
10, 2020. Check out MDA.state.mn.us for more information.

6. US Fish and Wildlife 
‘Partners for Fish and Wildlife’ Program

This federal program provides funds and technical assistance 
to landowners for restoring and enhancing wildlife.  

Projects that improve rare, threatened, and endangered spe-
cies, such as the local Topeka Shiner, are given priority.  

Federal, state and non-governmental organizations can also 
partner with this program and utilize these funds for projects on 
private lands.  Information can be found at fws.gov/partners or 
by calling Sheldon Myerchin at 320-253-4682.     

7. Department of Labor and Industry 
‘Minnesota Apprenticeship Initiative’

Minnesota employers are eligible for up to $5,000 for each 
apprentice’s training. The goal of this grant is to help employ-
ers develop programs that recruit and train apprentices in the 
industries of agriculture, advanced manufacturing, health care, 
information technology and transportation. 

Research dli.mn.gov/mai for more information.  

Check out grants.gov
If these grants don’t suit your project needs, Grants.gov is a 

good place to find information on a broad range of federal grants. 
This website also has educational videos on grants to help you 
apply and utilize grants. 

Grants and cost-share is one way to fund the improvement 
of your community, environment and business.  

Grants and funding can change yearly, so a regular grant 
search is important for finding up-to-date funding.  

Federal, regional, state, local governments, and even non-
profit organizations have financial assistance for making Rock 
County an even better community.

Rock County Minnesota 2020
Need money for projects on the farm? Here are seven places to get it

By Michael Walgrave, 
Rock-SWCD, Engineering Technician

Rock County Land Management Office, Luverne

to the local level, visit 
https://2020census.gov/
en/response-rates.html, 
and to see state totals, see 
https://2020census.gov/en/
response-rates/nrfu.html.

The goal of the 2020 
Census is to get a complete 
and accurate count. 

Leadership from farmers, 
ranchers and ag businesses 
and rural families is essential 
for rural communities to 
benefit from the Census for 
the next 10 years. 

A few ways you can help 
are the following:

•Spread the word 
to friends, neighbors, 
employees and others in 
your community that it is 
important to participate in 
the 2020 Census.

•Remind others that 
their participation is 
essential. Some, especially 
immigrant farm workers, 
may be concerned about 
how information about 
them will be used. By law, 
the Census Bureau can’t 
share or disclose anyone’s 
individual data with any 
other organization or agency, 
including law enforcement 
and immigration 
enforcement.

•Self-respond online 
at www.2020census.gov, 
by phone at 844-330-2020 
(English) from 7 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Eastern time, or by mail. 
Respond online in English 
or 12 other languages, or 
receive assistance through 
language guides and videos 
available in 59 languages. Or, 
if a census taker knocks at 
the door, answer.

Data collection for the 
202 Census ends Sept. 30. 
Now is the time to stand up 
and be counted.

This column was 
provided by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

Census/
from page 6B

to the Rock County Star Herald


	Star Herald 0917 page  1A
	Star Herald 0917 page  2A
	Star Herald 0917 page  3A
	Star Herald 0917 page  4A
	Star Herald 0917 page  5A
	Star Herald 0917 page  6A
	Star Herald 0917 page  7A
	Star Herald 0917 page  8A
	Star Herald 0917 page  9A
	Star Herald 0917 page  10A
	Star Herald 0917 page  11A
	Star Herald 0917 page  12A
	Star Herald 0917 page  1B
	Star Herald 0917 page  2B
	Star Herald 0917 page  3B
	Star Herald 0917 page  4B
	Star Herald 0917 page  5B
	Star Herald 0917 page  6B
	Star Herald 0917 page  7B
	Star Herald 0917 page  8B
	Star Herald 0917 page  9B
	Star Herald 0917 page 10B
	Star Herald 0917 page 11B
	Star Herald 0917 page 12B
	Star Herald 0917 page 13B
	Star Herald 0917 page 14B
	Star Herald 0917 page 15B
	Star Herald 0917 page 16B

