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Luverne Legion wraps up 2021 season at state tourney ... See page 2B

By Lori Sorenson
Rock County has seen an up-

tick in COVID activity over the last 
week, according to public health 
officials, and masks may again be 
recommended for indoor spaces.

The number of new COVID-19 
confirmed cases in Rock County 
meets the CDC’s definition of 

“High Community Transmission” 
level for COVID.

To meet this definition, the 
number of COVID cases must 
be more than 100 per 100,000 
people within the last seven days. 

Rock County has seen 12 new 

cases in the last seven days, and 
the 14-day case rate is 14 as of 
Aug. 3.

Because Rock County meets 
the “High Community Transmis-
sion” definition, the CDC recom-
mends that people wear face 
coverings when they are in an 
indoor setting, Kloss said.

“However, the main message 
I would have for people is: It is 
never too late to get the COVID 
vaccine,” he said. 

“The COVID vaccine is very 

By Lori Sorenson
The moment he jumped from 

the Golden Gate Bridge, Kevin 
Hines regretted the decision to 
end his life. 

He miraculously survived that 
fall in September of 2000 and has 
since then dedicated his life to 
preventing suicide.

Hines will be in Luverne 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, as part of the 
Luv1LuvAll Brain Health initia-
tive to raise awareness of suicide 
in order to save lives.

“He’s a very good storyteller,” said Luverne 
school social worker Stacy Schepel. “He makes a 
hard topic easy to listen to.”

Schepel is working with a local team of educa-

tors, counselors and health care 
providers to generate conversa-
tions about mental health and 
suicide.

Hines, who was diagnosed 
at 17 with bipolar disorder, is 
now a brain health advocate and 
an award-winning filmmaker, 
best-selling author, international 
educator and speaker.

Schepel has heard him speak 
and is eager to bring him to 
Luverne.

“He shares his complete jour-
ney from start to finish,” she said. “He talks in 
detail about the decision he made to end his life, 

Rock County COVID cases tick 
upward, CDC says mask up

County COVID/see page 5A

Suicide survivor to speak in Luverne

By Mavis Fodness
Luverne High School gradu-

ate Tyler Reisch has been hired 
as Luverne School District’s new 
business manager, starting Aug. 
30.

Reisch, currently the 
Pipestone County auditor-
treasurer, was one of seven 
candidates interviewed for the 
position recently held by for-
mer business manager Marlene 
Mann, who retired July 31.

“The pool of candidates was 
very strong,” said Superinten-
dent Craig Oftedahl.

Reisch’s salary will be 
$83,500.

He graduated from Luverne 
in 2007 and from North Da-
kota State University in Fargo 
in 2012. He began as Pipestone 
County auditor in 2013.

“I am looking forward to 
moving back to the community 
I was born and raised in and 
working in a school I attended,” 
he said.

Reisch’s parents, Terry 
Reisch and Janet Reisch, live 
in Luverne. His sister, Ashley 
Kurtz, is Rock County’s auditor-
treasurer.

While administrators are 
charged by school board mem-
bers to post open positions 
immediately and hire personnel 
in a timely manner, the board 
will take formal action on the 
administrator’s suggestion at the 
Aug. 26 school board meeting.

By Mavis Fodness
Hills-Beaver Creek School 

Board members will ask voters 
this fall to renew a levy referen-
dum set to expire next year.

Board members adopted 
the resolution calling for the 
special election at their July 28 
meeting. The referendum vote 
will be Nov. 2.

Two questions will be on 
the ballot.

Voters will be asked to con-
tinue the current levy referendum 
at $879.15 per pupil for the next 10 
years beginning in 2023. 

The second question asks if 
the district can collect an annual 
inflationary rate to the approved 
current levy. 
This would be contingent on ap-
proving Question 1. 

The current levy makes up 
about $352,000 of the district’s $5 

million budget. Due to lower 
enrollment projected for taxes 
payable in 2023, that revenue 
may be closer to $320,000 or 
$330,000. 

The levy is used for general 
education. For ag land, the levy 
applies only to the house, garage 
and one acre of land.

According to Superintendent 
Todd Holthaus, public informa-
tional meetings will further ex-

plain the levy and where the money is 
spent each year.

Personnel matters
In other business on July 28, the 

board hired the following for the 
2021-22 school year: 

•Graham Sudenga as part-time 
Spanish teacher at $12,600 and as a 
part-time special needs paraprofes-
sional at $15.35 per hour. 

•Julie Shamatt as part-time 

special needs paraprofessional at 
$17.50 per hour. 

•Mark Top as afternoon bus 
route driver at $47.60 per day. 

•Tedra Voss as part-time 
after-school enrichment/child 
care coordinator at $25 per hour. 

The board accepted resigna-
tions of Arielle Larson as a para-
professional and Arlen Leenderts 
as daily afternoon bus route 
driver.

Referendum vote slated for Nov. 2 within H-BC School District

Luverne 
grad hired 
as school 
business 
manager
Tyler Reisch to 
replace retiring 
Marlene Mann

Rock County Fair 2021 returns with flair

Suicide survivor Kevin Hines 
will be in Luverne Sept. 1.

Suicide discussion/continued on page 3A

After a subdued pandemic event in 2020, the Rock County Fair Board returned the classic community event last week with four full days of family 
entertainment, 4-H shows and popular grandstand events. See page 8A for tractor pull photos and results. See page 6A for a 4-H wrap-up and 
photos, and see page 1B for more Rock County fair information and feature photos.  (Lori Sorenson photos)

The Rock County Fair midway starts to get busy Thursday late afternoon as people stand in line to get ride tickets and play carnival games.

Harper Hulstein meets a goat and Chase Henning plays with a bunny in the petting zoo. Above right, “Swifty Swine” is encouraged to take a dive.
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Community calendar

The results reported for 
Open Class competition at 
the 2021 Rock County Fair 
are as follows:

Floral
•Best of Show: Nick De-

Boer. 
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Eileen Hemme.
•Champions of Subdivi-

sions: Jean Jongerius Hoff-
man, Eileen Hemme, Nick 
DeBoer, Shirley Connor, 
Cambrie Bork, Marlyn Lui-
tjens.

•Reserve Champions of 
Subdivisions: Eileen Hemme 
(2), Lorraine Stoel, Tori 
Hemme, Carissa Cunning-
ham, Branlie Bork, Marilyn 
Luitjens. 

Baking
•Best of Show: Barb 

Sandbulte.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Clay Thone.
•Champions of Subdivi-

sions: Barb Sandbulte, Clay 
Thone.

•Reserve Champions of 
Subdivisions: Becky Sehr, 
Jaden Clay.

Fabric Challenge
Best of Show: Sharon 

Zinnel. 
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Barb Sandbulte.
Gift Basket
•Best of Show: Shirley 

Connor.
Place Setting
 •Best of Show and Re-

serve Best of Show: Jean 
Jongerius Hoffman.

Digital Books
•Best of Show: Joan 

Chesley.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Shirley Connor.
Photography
•Adult Champion: Jacey 

Vandenhoek.
•Reserve Champion: 

Heather Johnson.
Junior Champion: Caylix 

Buchholz.
•Reserve Champion: Tori 

Hemme.
Sewing 
•Junior Best of Show: 

Ashlyn Johnson.

•Reserve Best of Show: 
Anna Schrik. 

•Adult Best of Show: 
Carol Goehle. 

•Reserve Best of Show: 
Denise Dirks.

•Champions of Subdivi-
sions: Carol Goehle, Mary 
Brown, Vicki Maurer, Dawn 
VanderBeek.

•Reserve Champions 
of Subdivisions: Barb 
Sandbulte, Denice Dirks, 
Vicki Maurer.

Needlework
•Best of Show: Dawn 

Vanderbeek. 
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Verla Fick.
•Champions of Subdivi-

sions: Dawn VanderBeek, 
Becky Anderson, Debra 
VanHeerde.

•Reserve Champions of 
Subdivisions: Debra Van-

Heerde, Marcia Essman, 
Phyllis Heronimus.

Senior Citizens
•Best of Show: Barb 

Sandbulte.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Barb Sandbulte.
No other information.
Wood and Wood 

Carving
•Best of Show: Dana 

Denelsbeck.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Ike Brake.
•Junior Champion: Ty-

van Walgrave.
•Reserve Champion:  

Emma Cowell.
Junior Arts and 

Crafts
•Best of Show: Katherine 

Pizel.
•Reserve Best of Show:  

Morgan Ahrendt.
•Champions of Subdivi-

sions: Ava Steinhoff, Kinser 
Klosterbuer, Taedra Mcken-
zie, Matthew Koedam. 

•Reserve Champions of 
Subdivisions: Larissa Stein-
hoff, Calla Thone (2), Emmet 
Woodley, Aaron Nath.

Arts and Crafts
•Best of Show: Evan 

Prekker.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Evan Prekker.
•Professional Best of 

Show: Lori Witte.
•Champions of Divisions: 

Evan Prekker (2), Elizabeth 
Kelm, Carol Walgrave.

•Reserve Champions of 
Divisions:  Annaliese Braucht, 
Evan Prekker, Dawn Vander-
Beek, Carol Walgrave.

Home Preservation
•Best of Show: Becky 

Ossefoort.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Becky Ossefoort.
•Junior Champion: Lar-

issa Steinhoff. 
•Junior Reserve Cham-

pion: Anna Uhl.
Fruits and Vegetables
•Best of Show: Becky 

Ossefoort.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Chloe Schoeneman.
•Champions of Subdivi-

sions: Becky Ossefoort, Chloe 
Schoeneman.

•Reserve Champions of 
Subdivisions: Becky Osse-
foort, Beau Lessman.

Crops
•Best of Show: Eric Fick.
•Reserve Best of Show: 

Eric Fick
•Champions of Subdivi-

sions:  Eric Fick.
•Reserve: Eric Fick.
•Tallest Corn: Dave Ha-

mann.
•Reserve tallest corn: 

Reece Weber.
Bucket of Flowers
•Best of Show:  Ardeth 

Schmidt.
•Reserve Best of show: 

Donna Sjaarda.
•Special Honors:  Elaine 

Hamann, Marie Klarenbeek, 
Lynda VanRuler, Delores 
Halversen, Doris Essman.

Mavis Fodness photos/0805 Open Class 2021 
Rock County Fair 2021 open class winners who were on hand for a photograph Friday afternoon include (front row, from 
left) Aaron Nath, Calla Thone, Matthew Koedam, (second row) Carissa Cunningham, Joan Chesley, Sharon Zinnel, Jacey 
VandenHoek, (back) Barb Sandbulte, Carol Goehle, Eric Fick, Dave Hamann and Coy Thone.

Aisha Porter is above. 
At left are Larissa 
Steinhoff (left) and 
Ava Steinhoff.

Ribbons awarded in Open Class at fair

Pictured (from left) are Open Class winners Ashlyn Johnson 
Heather Johnson and Marcia Essman. 

Vienna Township Board
Vienna Township Board will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 

Aug. 10, in the Kenneth Community Hall.

Community Ed seeks ideas 
Those who have new ideas for Luverne Community 

Education can email li.nath@isd2184.net or call 507-
283-4724. Those interested in teaching a class or 
updating information for a class they’re teaching should 
email c.arends@isd2184.net. Information is due by 
Aug. 6. The Fall Community Education brochure — 
covering the months of September, October, November 
and December, will be available Sept. 5 on the school 
website at www.isd2184.net under the Community 
Education link. 

Hospice Charity Dinner, Auction
Tickets are on sale for the Hospice Charity Dinner 

and Auction set for Thursday, Aug. 26, at Grand Prai-
rie Events. Registration and online silent auction are at 
5 p.m. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. Buy tickets on or 
before Aug. 12. Call Hospice Office (507.283.1805). For 
seating request, make arrangements by Aug. 6.

Steen carnival Aug. 11 
The Reformed Church of Steen will offer its annual 

carnival from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 11, with 
a meal, free inflatables, cruise-in and more. Call Brad 
Bosch, 507-855-2284 for details.

Summer band lessons Aug. 16
Teacher Angie Swenson will offer free lessons for 

all Luverne Elementary School fifth-grade beginning 
band students. Lessons are not mandatory but they 
offer students experience before school begins. 

Lessons will be Aug. 16-19 and 23-26 in the 
elementary music room:

•flutes at 1 p.m.
•clarinets, 1:30 p.m.
•saxophones, 2 p.m.
•trumpets, 2:30 p.m.
•trombones, 3 p.m.
•French horns, baritones, tubas, 3:30 p.m.
•percussion, 4 p.m.
Students will need an instrument and lesson book. 

Orders from Schmidt music will be available on the 
first day of lessons. Students are encouraged to attend 
one or all of the lessons.

‘Pint for Pint’ blood drive Aug. 6
The Community Blood Bank and Take 16 Brewing 

Co. will host a “pint for a pint” community blood drive 
from noon to 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 6, at Take 16 on East 
Main Street, Luverne. Donors are encouraged to give 
blood to help Take 16 Brewing Co. in the competition 
against Remedy Brewing Co. of Sioux Falls to win 
the traveling stein for the most blood donations. For 
information, log onto www.cbblifeblood.org. All who 
donate receive an event blood donor T-shirt and a pint 
of beer. To schedule an appointment, log onto www.
cbblifeblood.org, select Friday, August 6 and Take 16 
Brewing Co. or call 605-331-3222. 

Fruit trees, berry bushes Aug. 19
Learn about the fruit trees, berry bushes and 

others that grow well in our area during a multi-
sensory experience at the Prairie Ally food forest and 
productive perennial riparian buffer. University of 
Minnesota Extension Agroforestry Educator Gary 
Wyatt will present information at from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 19, at 308 N Blue Mound Ave. Cost is 
$15. Register at projectfoodforest.org/events.

Free food for seniors Aug. 19
Nutrition Assistance Program for Seniors 60 and 

older, sponsored by A.C.E. of SW MN, will be from 2 to 
3 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, with drive-thru distribution 
in parking lot at 319 E. Lincoln, Luverne. Call Linda 
Wenzel at 283-5064 for more information. Pre-
registration is required.

Free food offered Aug. 19
New Life Celebration Church will offer free food 

at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, at the Generations 
Building on East Lincoln in Luverne. Vehicles should 
enter the west parking lot from Lincoln Street and 
drive to the double glass doors on the west side of the 
building where volunteers will load groceries into cars. 
Walkers should receive their pre-packaged groceries 
on the east side of the building. Call 507-283-4366.
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Lori Sorenson photo/0805 suicide prevention
Sanford Luverne integrated health therapist Angela Nolz (left), Luverne 
school social worker Stacy Schepel and Luverne school counselor Amy Cook 
are part of the Luv1LuvAll Brain Health initiative bringing suicide survivor 
Kevin Hines to the LHS performing arts center at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 1.

The Luverne Area 
Chamber and local 
sponsors are planning 
several free community 
events and activities in the 
coming weeks.

•Summer Olympics 
for kids will be from 4 to 
7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 12, 
in the Luverne City Park. 
Activities include Fantasy 
Face Painting, the Rock 
County Library, Chuck’s 
Snow Cones, a “Torch Run,” 
prizes and “Mr. Twister.”

•Local vocalists and 
guitarists Ron and Jane 
Cote will sing and play 
music from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 13, 
as part of the Brown Bag 
Concert series in Luverne 
City Park.

•Courtney DeBoer will 
bring her workout routine, 

“CoreFit with Courtney,” to 
Grand Prairie Events from 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 14.

The 45-minute body 
weight workout, for 
beginners or advanced 
exercisers, focuses on both 
strength and cardio with 
cool down and stretching at 
the end.

Joy Ride golf cart tours
Also, Luverne Joy Ride 

golf cart tours offer a unique 
way to see the community.

They will depart from 
Take 16 at 12:30 and 3 p.m. 
for the next four Sundays. 

Aug. 8 will feature the 
Loop, Aug. 15 will tour 
historic downtown, Aug. 22 
will be the historic homes 
tour and Aug. 29 will be on 
the Loop trail.

Three six-passenger golf 
carts are available for riders 
at $5 per person. Bring a 
Take 16 Brewing Co. receipt 
and the tour is free.

For reservations or to 
arrange a custom tour, call 
the Chamber, 507-283-4061.

the moment he jumped and ends 
by emphasizing the importance of 
getting adequate sleep, healthy eat-
ing, self-care, therapy, and medica-
tion.”

Sanford Luverne integrated 
health therapist Angela Nolz said 
this practical message is helpful for 
anyone.

“I appreciate the practical parts 
of his message that include the 
impact of sleep hygiene, movement 
and routine on mental wellness,” 
said Nolz, also a Brain Health team 
member.

She added that improving 
mental health and preventing sui-
cide also requires education.

She and Schepel are working 
with Luverne school counselor 
Amy Cook to reach young people 
early on to encourage them to seek 
help and to help others who are 
struggling.

“Using the analogy of a river, 
what can we do upstream for pre-
ventative work versus ‘We’re in a 
crisis; what do we do?’” Cook said.

“That’s where school comes 
in … to teach these interventions. 
We want to teach them things they 
don’t know they’ll need until they 
need it.”

While the CDC doesn’t track 
suicide at the local level, the Lu-
v1LuvAll group generally under-
stands that suicides in Luverne, 
Adrian and other nearby towns are 
becoming more frequent.

“Most everyone knows some-
one who died of suicide,” Nolz said. 

“And, because of the stigma, there 
are many we don’t know about. 

… There have been too many for 
these small communities. That’s 
too many for anywhere. The goal 
is zero.”

An alarming trend shows 
increasingly younger people are 
choosing to end their lives.

“Suicide and mental health 
doesn’t discriminate based on 
anything,” Schepel said. “So, we 
need to be brave and have a con-
versation, because the more we talk 
about it, the easier it will be to find 
solutions.”

Nolz agreed.
“A life saved is a life saved,” 

she said. “If we can save one life 
through a conversation, then goal 
met.”

While there are efforts afoot to 
implement suicide prevention cur-
riculum in schools, Brain Health 
advocates say the Sept. 1 event will 
be a good start.

Sept. 1 event free and open to 
public at 7 p.m.

Hines will speak twice in 
Luverne on Sept. 1, with a session 
for school staff in the morning and 
an evening session for all ages

The community session will be 
at 7 p.m. in the school’s new per-
forming arts center (the first event 
to be held in the new auditorium).

Children younger than 16 
should attend with parents, and it 
shouldn’t be the first conversation 
about suicide in the family.

Juniors and seniors can attend 
without parents.

Bringing Hines to Luverne 
is part of a broader effort by the 
school and community to raise 
awareness of suicide in order to 
prevent it.

For example, the “Project 11” 
curriculum used in the Warroad 
School District is under consid-
eration in Luverne and has local 

funding support. 
“If you’re interested in being 

part of the movement, we need all 
people at the table,” Nolz said. “We 
want everyone from all areas of the 
community.”

People can message the Luv-
1LuvAll page if they’re interested in 
joining the conversation and strate-
gic planning.

Sanford Health, Luverne Public 
School and Luv1LuvAll are sponsor-
ing the Sept. 1 event with Hines.

‘Out of the Darkness’ 
walk coming Sept. 18 

In addition to bringing Hines in 
to share his message, the Luv1Lu-
vAll Brain Health group is organiz-
ing an “Out of the Darkness Suicide 
Prevention Walk” on Sept. 18 at the 
Luverne High School track.

Sponsored by the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention, 
the purpose of the walks (in many 
communities nationwide) is to 
increase awareness in order to help 
save lives.

Nolz said she hopes to see local 
participation in the Sept. 18 walk 

in order to help the foundation 
raise money for prevention re-
search and provide free commu-
nity education and training. 

“I am especially excited 
about their goal of decreasing 
suicide by 20 percent by 2025,” 
Nolz said. 

She said the Luv1LuvAll 
Facebook page will share a link 
with registration information 
for the walk. Meanwhile, more 
information about Out of the 
Darkness walk can be found at 
afsp.org/luverne.

By Lori Sorenson
After a summer of spo-

radic hours and frequent 
closures, Dollar General in 
Luverne will soon be back 
on track for regular busi-
ness.

That’s according to new 
full-time store manager 
Adam Smith, who recently 
moved to Luverne from the 
Twin Cities to take the reins 
of the 15-year-old conve-
nience retail business.

“I like the town and I’m 
looking forward to im-
mersing in the community,” 
said Smith, who is also a 
Luverne Rotary Club mem-
ber. “It’s exciting and it’s a 
challenge.”

The doors were locked 
Monday afternoon when 
he and store employees 
worked to reorganize aisles. 

“We’re closed,” he told 
customers, offering them 
a cold bottled water or 
cherry cola. “But we’re 
open tonight from 6 to 9, 
and starting Friday we’ll be 
open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.”

In the near future, 
Smith said the store will 
be back to Dollar General’s 
regular hours of 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m. “I want to meet 
people – that’s why I do 
this,” he said about the free 
beverages.

Smith, who hails from 
Rosemount, delivered mail 
for 22 years with the postal 
service in Rosemount and 
has 35 years of retail con-
venience store experience, 
including in management. 

“I’m a people person – 
even though I’ve worked 
full-time jobs, I like retail 
and I’ve always worked 
retail part time on the side,” 
Smith said.

He said he can’t speak 
for management prior to 
his start in Luverne last 
week, but he admitted the 
Luverne store “was a mess,” 
especially compared to 

Dollar Generals in nearby 
communities of Pipestone, 
Rock Rapids, Garretson 
and others.

“I saw the condition 
of the Dollar General in 
Luverne, and it pained me 
that a store this centrally 
located couldn’t do better,” 
Smith said. 

“I visited some of the 
other Dollar Generals. They 
said they get Luverne cus-
tomers all the time.”

The sign on the door 
says Dollar General in 
Luverne is hiring, but for 
now Smith said he has a 
solid staff of eight people, 
including previous cashiers 
and employees. He added 
that they’re “always hiring.”

Smith said he wasn’t 
familiar with the company’s 
starting wages, but one 
worker said she started at 
$9.86 per hour two years 
ago and her wage was re-
cently increased to $12.

A weekend worker at 
the Luverne store said he’s 
starting at $11 per hour.

Dollar General opened 
its 8,492-square-foot 
store on South Highway 
75 in Luverne across from 
Casey’s General Store in 
March of 2006.

Kevin Hines brings suicide discussion Sept. 1/from page 1A

Chamber offers 
community activities

New Dollar General 
manager promises 
better Luverne store

Full-time store manager 
Adam Smith recently moved 
to Luverne from the Twin 
Cities to take the reins of the 
15-year-old Dollar General.

“Suicide and mental health doesn’t 
discriminate based on anything. 

So, we need to be brave and have a 
conversation, because the more we talk about 

it, the easier it will be to find solutions.”

— Stacy Schepel, 
Luverne School social worker
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In other 
words

 By Jason Berghorst, reporter

What’s on your list?

What I wish for: Dar’s, Kwik 
Trip, sports writer ... but most

of all, normal school year Star Herald Editorial

You don’t need special 
training to have an open, authentic 
conversation about mental health. 

For most of us, talking about 
other aspects of our health — like 
a recent surgery or treatment — 
comes easy. Brain health should 
be the same.

Often, just talking about it 
can be the first important step in 
staying connected and helping get 
support or treatment if needed.

The Luv1LuvAll team 
members with the Brain Health 
Initiative have teamed up with 
Luverne schools and Sanford 
Luverne to bring suicide survivor 
Kevin Hines to the community on 
Sept. 1. (See the front page story.)

He’ll be talking about living 
with mental illness and about 
surviving a suicide attempt. 

And he’ll talk about ways to 
begin the conversation about 
mental illness and asking the 
question, “Are you OK?”

Organizers hope that this will 
be a kick-off to suicide prevention 
in our community, and the intent 
is to have ongoing conversations 
and opportunities to talk about 
suicide. 

It is time to have these 
conversations openly, and it’s 
time to support one another in our 
mental health. Plan to come and 
listen to Kevin Hines to learn how 
it’s done.

He’ll be there at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, in the school’s 
new performing arts center. (It 
will be the first event to be held in 
the new auditorium.)

Meanwhile, if you’re hurting, 
ask for help. If you know of 
someone hurting, reach out.

Are you OK? Is something 
wrong? Can I help?

Hines says that these were 
the words he desperately wanted 
to hear in the moments before he 
catapulted himself over the rail of 
the Golden Gate Bridge.

We don’t have to be mental 
health professionals to be kind. 

But there are resources to help 
guide the conversation.

The American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention offers the 
following tips for talking about 
mental health:

•When someone is struggling, 
just listen, and let the person 
share at their own speed.

•Don’t pass judgment or offer 
advice — just be there.

•We all experience mental 
health differently, and that’s OK.

•Check back in, and offer to 
connect them to help if they need 
it

The AFSP website offers these 
and many other practical tips for 
how to reach out for help, how 
to help someone thinking about 
suicide, and more. 

Locally, connect with the 
Brain Health Initiative on the 
Luv1LuvAll Facebook page.

And plan to join the 
conversation on Sept. 1 with Kevin 
Hines.

Start the conversation,
save a life. Learn how

Ask a Trooper

 By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

Badge position determined by individual department agencies
Question: I’ve often wondered 

why Troopers wear their badges 
on their pocket flaps and not their 
chests like other law enforcement 
officers. Can you tell me the story 
behind that? 

Answer: Each individual agen-
cy and department will have differ-
ent rules and regulations as to how 
the badge is to be worn, although 
badge placement isn’t random and 
has some historical significance. 
Law enforcement agencies will often 
reinforce the pocket that is being 
used to hold the badge, which will 

typically be on the left side of the 
uniform. Whether worn on or over 
the pocket, the badge is to sit on top 
of the police officer’s heart.

The badge is to be worn over the 

heart for two main purposes: first, 
to remind them of their pledge to 
protect; and second, because the 
left arm was the arm that often held 
the coat of arms shield of knights to 

protect the heart, leaving the domi-
nant hand to fight with a weapon.
The badge represents those who 
protect and serve. Similar to the 
knights of old, the badge has be-
come a universal symbol that can 
be recognized quickly by anyone, 
regardless of where they are from 
or what language they speak. This 
can be extremely beneficial as po-
lice officers, troopers and sheriff’s 
deputies come across people from 
all backgrounds and from all over 
the world.

You can avoid a ticket — and 
a crash — if you simply buckle up, 
drive at safe speeds, pay attention 
and always drive sober.  Help 
us drive Minnesota toward zero 
deaths.

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic-related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson 

– Minnesota State Patrol at Statue 
169.791 2900 48th Street NW, 
Rochester MN 55901-5848.  (Or 
reach him at, Troy.Christianson@
state.mn.us)

A few 
weeks ago 
our church 
hosted a 

“Christmas in 
July” Sunday 
just for fun. 

Adrian’s 
town cel-
ebration is known as “Christ-
mas in July.” 

Of course, there’s Christ-
mas in July on the Hallmark 
Channel. 

And, not surprisingly, 
more stores are offering 

“Christmas in July” sales. 
All of this Christmas talk 

caused me to think of a wish 
list. 

I’ve written about my per-
sonal wish list for Luverne in 
previous columns, and some of 
those wishes have come true.

Other wishes are still on 
my list. Here’s my current Top 
5 Wish List for Luverne:

5. Dar’s Pizza. 
It’s hard to admit that 

Pipestone has some things bet-
ter than Luverne, but Dar’s is a 
no-brainer. 

I would love to see – and 
taste – Dar’s II, Dar’s South, 
or whatever they’d want to call 
it, open in the old Bluestem 
restaurant. 

Just think of the busi-
ness they could do along the 
interstate and being closer to 
Sioux Falls. 

4. Kwik Trip.
Anyone who travels 

around much of Minnesota 
knows there are convenience 
stores and then there are Kwik 
Trips. 

To say that the arrival 
of a Kwik Trip in your town 
changes your life might be an 
exaggeration, but every time I 
stop in a Kwik Trip, or when I 
am in Luverne’s small, crowd-
ed Casey’s, I think of how great 
it would be for Kwik Trip to 
build on the old Sharkee’s lot. 

3. A larger Lewis Drug. 
The loss of Shopko was a 

major setback for Luverne. 
The condition and current 

hours of Luverne’s other dis-
count retailer makes it difficult 
to shop there.

I now find myself buying 
most household goods at the 
newer, smaller Lewis Drug 
stores in Sioux Falls. 

And each time I do, I feel 
guilty and wish we had a larger 
Lewis in Luverne with more 
merchandise so that I could 
shop locally. 

2. A permanent Star 
Herald sports reporter.

This is the second summer 
in a row that I’ve filled in as a 
sports reporter while the Star 
Herald looks for a permanent 
one. 

I’ve learned that people 
still read the sports pages and 
care about the coverage that 
our local teams receive. 

I really do, too. 
1. A normal school year.
This one is my real wish. 

Newspaper reporter is my 
summer job. Teaching social 
studies is my vocation and my 
passion. 

I want nothing more than a 
school year that allows all kids 
to go school every day. … Pref-
erably without wearing masks 
and social distancing. 

So, I guess my real wish is 
that the people of Rock County 
and all of America would come 
together to make that possible. 

To do so, we all need to 
leave politics (both sides), 
cable news (all of the channels) 
and social media out of it and 
just get back to trusting our 
local doctors and health care 
experts. 

If we do, maybe at least 
one wish on my list will come 
true. 

That would be even better 
than Kwik Trip or Dar’s Pizza.



  Rock County Star Herald  August 5, 2021  Page 5A

On the record

Dispatch report
July 23 
•Complainant on 140th 

Avenue and 171st Street, 
Luverne, reported lost 
property.

•A public assist was 
conducted.

•Complainant on Coun-
ty Road 6, Beaver Creek, 
reported a ditch fire at 
location.

•Complainant on 200th 
Avenue, Kenneth, reported 
theft at location.

July 24
•Complainant east-

bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 17, reported a 
driving complaint.

•Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 1, Valley 
Springs, South Dakota, re-
ported a driving complaint.

•Complainant on Fair-
way Drive reported suspi-
cious activity.

•Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 90 and 
S. Kniss Avenue reported 
debris on the road.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported an 
assault.

•Complainant on In-
terstate 90 overpass bridge 
and 200th Avenue reported 
an individual on bridge at 
location.

•Complainant on 41st 
Street and 50th Avenue, 
Hills, reported an outage.

July 25
•Complainant on W. 

Adams reported a driving 
complaint.

•Complainant on High-
way 75 and 120th Avenue, 
Luverne, reported a driving 
complaint.

•A hazmat spill was 
reported at location on S. 
Walnut Avenue.

•Deputy reported an 
equipment malfunction.

•Complainant on W. 
Lincoln Street reported 
harassing communications.

•Complainant on W. 
Lincoln Street reported 
harassing communications.

•Deputy spoke to ju-
veniles in the municipal 
parking lot behind Min-
nwest Bank.

•Complainant on S. 
Central Avenue, Hills, re-
quested a deputy for a civil 
issue.

July 26
•Complainant reported 

an identity theft.
•Complainant request-

ed to speak to a deputy.
•Report of train block-

ing roadway at location on 
County Highway 4.

•Complainant on N. 
Spring Street reports ha-
rassment.

•Deputy assisted mo-
torist on State Highway 75, 
mile marker 13.

July 27
•Complainant on E. 

Luverne Street reported 
loud music.

•Assistance from an-

other department was 
requested.

•A driving complaint 
was reported westbound 
on County Road 4, Luverne.

•Accident with prop-
erty damage was reported 
on Blue Mound Avenue and 
Roundwind Road.

•A warrant was issued 
on E. Brown Street.

•Assistance from an-
other department was con-
ducted north of Interstate 
90 on Highway 23, Beaver 
Creek.

•Complainant on E. 
Crawford Street reported 
drug paraphernalia at lo-
cation.

•Complainant west-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 6, Beaver 
Creek, requested lights 
for tow.

•Complainant on U.S. 
Highway 75 requested as-
sistance.

•Complainant on 60th 
Avenue and Interstate 90, 
Beaver Creek, reported a 
possible dangerous situ-
ation. 

•Subject being held 
in Worthington on Rock 
County warrant.

July 28
•Complainant on Main 

and Donaldson reported an 
active warrant at location.

•A public assist was 
conducted in Jasper.

•A public assist was 
conducted on N. Kniss 
Avenue.

•Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 19, reported a 
driving complaint.

•Complainant in the 
ER reported they needed 
assistance.

•A public assist was 
conducted on Highway 269, 
Jasper.

•Complainant on N. 
Spring Street reported a 
group of kids disturbing 
the peace.

July 29
•Complainant on E. 

Warren Street reported a 
property issue.

•Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 18, Magnolia, 
reported a driving com-
plaint.

July 30
•Deputy assisted No-

bles County eastbound 
on Interstate 90, exit 18, 
Magnolia.

In addition, officers 
responded to 4 motor 
vehicle accidents, 2 deer 
accidents, 3 transports, 7 
escorts, 13 ambulance runs, 
13 paper services, 2 animal 
complaints, 3 fingerprint 
requests, 1 vehicle impound, 
7 burn permits, 1 driver’s 
license check, 3 drug court 
tests, 7 purchase and carry 
permits, 1 stalled vehicle, 17 
traffic stops, 16 abandoned 
911 calls and 1 OFP.

•A headline in the 
July 29 edition of the Star 
Herald incorrectly stated 
the date of the Manure 
Demo Day as Aug. 2. The 
correct date, as detailed 
in the first paragraph 
of the story, is Aug. 10. 
Late registrations will be 
accepted.

•The July 29 Star 
Herald story about a 
motorcycle vs. van accident 
incorrectly identified 
Brittany Ruiter as a 

passenger, when in fact she 
was listed in the accident 
report as a witness to the 
incident and not involved 
in it. 

The Star Herald regrets 
these errors and apologizes 
for inconveniences they 
may have caused. The 
Star Herald strives for 
fairness and accuracy in all 
its content. To report an 
error or omission, contact 
editor@star-herald.com or 
call 507-283-2333

Corrections:

effective at protecting you 
from getting COVID and 
is extremely effective at 
preventing serious illness 
and hospitalization if you 
are exposed to COVID after 
being vaccinated.”

There have not been lo-
cal announcements of mask 
mandates; however, local 
leaders and health profes-
sionals are monitoring the 
situation.

Rock County is among 
six Minnesota counties cur-
rently in the high-risk cat-
egory. There are about 40 
Minnesota counties in the 
substantial risk category 
(50-99 cases per 100,000 
people).   

“With the Delta strain 
circulating as it is, the 
number of counties in the 
high risk category will likely 
increase,” Kloss said. 

“This is why increasing 
the number of people who 
are vaccinated is impor-
tant.”

Rock County COVID cases tick upward/continued from page 1A

Rock County motorists may want to avoid County Road 5 (Dodge Street) west of Luverne for the next week or two. The 
county-state-aid blacktop is getting a mill off and overlay from Highway 75 west to County Road 6 (the Beaver Creek 
road). The road is not closed, but travel is reduced to one lane in several areas. The best alternative for traveling west 
from Luverne is currently County Road 4 (Old Highway 16), because Luverne’s I-90 ramp to travel west remains closed 
while contractors continue working on the westbound lanes between Luverne and Beaver Creek.

Expect delays for westbound travel from Luverne
Lori  Sorenson photo/0804 Dodget Street work
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Remember when

10 years ago (2011)
•Dan and Amy Leuthold and their sons, Mitch, 15, and 

Jared, 13, Luverne, were recently named the 2011 Rock County 
Farm Family of the Year.

They were recognized during the Rock County Fair on July 
21 and will be honored in a ceremony at Farmfest in Redwood 
Falls on Aug. 4.

“It’s an honor to be recognized for the work that we love 
to do, and we thank those that were involved in giving us 
this award,” Dan said about their Farm Family of the Year 
designation.

Dan and Amy are both 1988 Ellsworth High School gradu-
ates and have deep roots in the local agricultural community.

25 years ago (1996)
•Education Consultant Roger Worner met with Hills-

Beaver Creek School Board members before their regular 
monthly meeting Monday night to introduce himself and dis-
cuss possible cooperation efforts between H-BC and Luverne.

Worner was assigned by the Commissioner of Education 
to serve as a liaison between the H-BC and Luverne school 
districts as cooperation efforts are considered.

50 years ago (1971)
•Shortly before 7 p.m. Monday, firemen were called to 

Tony’s IGA supermarket on S. Kniss where a fire had ignited 
in the trash box at the rear of the building. Firemen were able 
to confine the blaze to the outside of the building, but there 
was some roof damage and the power lines leading into the 
building had been badly burnt. Daryel Buss, manager of the 

supermarket, gave no estimate of the damage, but said that 
without alert people in the area and the competence of the 
Luverne Fire Department, the fire could have done extensive 
damage. Authorities were sure that the origin of the fire was in 
the trash box which had been emptied just a couple of hours 
before the fire and only contained a few boxes gathered before 
the store closed.

75 years ago (1946)
•As the threat of polio spread through the state this week, 

city health officials here were taking no chances.
Dr. C. O. Wright, Evan Paulsen and Charles J. Larson, 

members of the board of health, as their first step, ordered 
the municipal swimming pool closed Friday for an indefinite 
period, and this week sounded warnings to parents to keep 
their children away from crowds everywhere. 

100 years ago (1921)
•During the warmest days of the past month from four to 

six hundred adults and children daily made use of the bathing 
pool at the Luverne public park, according to the estimate of 
E. L. Leicher, who was instrumental in opening the pool.

The swimming place, which is located at the southeast 
edge of the park, was first opened June 27th, and has since 
steadily grown in popularity.

As the pool is especially well adapted for the use of chil-
dren, the great majority of those who frequent the place are 
children. That there has been no serious accident at the pool 
is attributed largely to painstaking attention given to the place 
by Ed. Giedemann, as special park policeman.

College News

Hansen graduates from SCSU
 Molly Hansen of Magnolia graduated cum laude from St. 

Cloud State University following the Spring 2021 semester. 
She received a Bachelor of Science degree in athletic training.

Area students named to dean’s list
Several area students were named to the high honors or 

honors list for the Spring 2021 semester at Minnesota State 
University Mankato.

To qualify, students must earn a 3.5 or higher. Students 
with high honors with a 4.0 are indicated with an asterisk 
following their name. 

The following were named to the honors list:
Adrian: Jordyn Gyberg; Nathan Varley.
Beaver Creek: Dylon Taubert.

Hills: Faith Mounce.
Luverne: Griffin Ahrendt*; Janae Kopp*; Meghan Moll-

berg; Kaitlyn Roberts; Ann Rogers; Emilie Staeffler.

U of M releases spring dean’s list
Several area students were named to the dean’s list for 

the Spring 2021 semester at the University of Minnesota Twin 
Cities. To be eligible, students must earn a minimum of 12 
graded credits with at least a 3.66 GPA.

The following students from Luverne were named:
Hans Bakken, senior, College of Science and Engineering; 
Makayla Huisman, senior, College of Food, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Science; Sophia Jungers, senior, College 
of Liberal Arts; Sierra Schmuck, senior, Carlson School of 
Management; Grace Sweeney, junior, College of Liberal Arts.

By Mavis Fodness
Forty-two local youth will 

represent Rock County at the up-
coming state 4-H shows after their 
recent showings in Luverne.

Eighteen youth will participate 
in the livestock encampment at the 
Minnesota State Fair Aug. 25-29. 
Seventeen will be at the state fair’s 
general encampment set for Aug. 
31-Sept. 2.

Seven Rock County 4-H’ers 
will be at the state horse show Sept. 
17-20.

“The Rock County Fair this year 
was a great experience,” said Kelsey 
Maeschen, county 4-H program 
director. “I am so glad we were able 
to get together again and celebrate 
all of the 4-H’ers’ successes and ac-

complishments.”
Maeschen said the number of 

exhibitors and exhibits were down 
this year, as is the trend across the 
region. 

Beef judge Colby Lind noted 
the low numbers and commented 
that the quality of the animals will 
allow Rock County 4-H’ers to be 
competitive at the state level.

“Do the little extras to get the 
most you can out of the animal that 
you are showing,” Lind said.

He had one suggestion as to 
how local 4-H supporters could 
increase the number of participants 
in the local program.

“Be a mentor to a young person 
to … keep the numbers up in Rock 
County,” Colby said.

Bits by 
betty
By Betty Mann, 

president Rock County 
Historical Society 

The following appeared 
in The Rock County Star-
Herald on Jan. 17, 1946.

Rock County’s New
Extension Agent and 
Soil Conservationist Are 
Named

George Golla, 27, Shev-
lin, Minn., arrived this week 
to begin his duties as Rock 
county’s new extension agent. 
A native Minnesotan, he was 
graduated from Mahnomen 
high school in 1936, and from 
the College of Agriculture, 
University of Minnesota in 
1942. He was an active 4-H 
club member and spent three 
summers serving as county 
4-H club agent in Carlton 
county, which had a member-
ship at that time of about 800 
boys and girls.

He entered the armed 
forces, and served as a pilot 
of a B-24 with the 5th Air 
Force in the Pacific, flying 40 
missions against the enemy 
in the Philippines, Borneo, 
Formosa and China. He was 
discharged on December 15, 
1945, at which time he had 
the rank of first lieutenant.

He is married, and the 
father of one and one-half 
year old daughter, Vikki Jean.

He and his family will 
reside in the home in Bea-
ver Creek vacated by the 
Fred Haverland family. Mrs. 
Haverland and daughter 
have gone to live with her 
parents until Mr. Haverland 
locates a place to live in St. 
Cloud. The Haverlands have 
sub-let the home, furnished, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Golla until 
that home.

Jerry Simpson, 34, will 
succeed Fred Haverland as 
county soil conservationist.

He will come here the 

first week in February from 
Rochester, Minn., where he 
is presently located, and he 
plans to move his wife and 
two small sons here as soon as 
living quarters are available.

Mr. Simpson has been in 
soil survey work for the past 
10 years most of the time 
in Minnesota. He attended 
Kansas State college at Man-
hattan, Kansas.

Mr. Haverland, who 
purchased a business in St. 
Cloud in partnership with 
Kay Aanenson and Clifford 
R. Simon, will assist Mr. 
Simpson in getting started 
with the work here.

The soil conservation of-
fice will hereafter be located 
in the former Gildemann 
building, on Main street, 
directly across from Nelson 
Brothers. 
	 Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society 
can be sent to the Rock 
County Historical Society, 
312 E. Main Street, Luverne, 
MN 56156.

Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

1946: Golla begins
Extension duties

Exhibitor numbers
down for 2021 4-H

Dennie Sandbulte (left) watches as poultry judge Larry Eichenberger examines a 
pen of ducks exhibited by Sandbulte’s sister, Grace, at the Wednesday afternoon, 
July 28, poultry show. With the day’s high temperatures and humidity levels, the 
show was conducted in the pens to limit the handling of the animals.

Mavis Fodness photos/0805 Fair 2021 Saturday
Above: Horse show judge Sam Jens (far right) leads the 4-H 
exhibitors through the trail pattern Satuday morning, July 31, 
a day after rain postponed a portion of Friday’s pleasure show 
to Saturday morning. Below: Beef exhibitors Tory Knobloch 
(left) and Donavon Leenderts set their market heifers up for 
the judge. At right: Magnolia Juniors 4-H Club member Mal-
lie Fick watches the judge during the Thursday morning, July 
29, intermediate showmanship class. Below right: Maxwell 
Sammons concentrates on leading his heifer Thursday morn-
ing, July 29, at the 4-H dairy show.
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Volunteer In Your Community
Lutheran Social Service of MN is seeking volunteers in your area to 
provide companionship to older adults as well as helping school age 
children as a mentor.  Volunteers of the program qualify for tax free 
stipends and travel reimbursement.  Please contact Gail at 
507.530.2295 or gail.sumerfelt@lssmn.org for more information and 
to make an impact in your community!!

Obituaries

Joan Mary Heeren, 88, 
Luverne, died Thurs-
day, July 29, 2021, at 
the Luverne Medical 
Center.

A  m e m o r i a l 
Mass was Tuesday, 
Aug. 3, at St. Cathe-
rine Catholic Church 
in Luverne. A private 
burial of cremains 
will be at a later date 
at the St. Adrian Cemetery. 
Memorials will be given to St. 
Catherine Catholic Church.

Joan Steffensmeier was 
born on Dec. 3, 1932, to Jo-
seph and Philomena (Kluthe) 
Steffensmeier on the family 
farm near Dodge, Nebraska. 
The family later lived on 
a farm near Scribner, Ne-
braska, and in 1945 moved 
to Salem, South Dakota. Joan 
attended St. Mary’s Catholic 
School in Salem and worked 
for the Salem Special weekly 
newspaper as well as helping 
her father with bookkeep-
ing and bill collecting for 
his newly started plumbing 
business.

Following graduation, 
Joan moved with a classmate 
to Rock Rapids, Iowa, where 
she began working for the 
Rock Rapids State Bank and 
where she met Marlyn. 

Joan married Marlyn 
Heeren on June 2, 1952, at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Salem. They first lived on 
Marlyn’s parents’ farm south 
of Ellsworth. In 1954 they 
purchased and moved to their 
own farm east of Magnolia in 
rural Nobles County.  There 
they raised their five children. 
Joan helped primarily with 
bookwork but also supple-
mented the farm income by 
waitressing at the Magnolia 
Steak House starting in 1957. 
Joan and Marlyn moved to 
Luverne in 1994. Joan con-
tinued waitressing until 2011 
after 54 years with the same 
business. Joan’s greatest 
pleasure included developing 
many friendships throughout 
the area with coworkers and 

multiple generations of cus-
tomers of the Mag-
nolia Steak House.

J o a n  w a s 
a member of St. 
Adrian Catholic 
Church and later St. 
Catherine Catholic 
Church. She was a 
longtime member 
of the Ladies Aid 
and participated in 

pilgrimages with St. Cath-
erine members. She and 
Marlyn enjoyed travel, play-
ing pinochle with neighbor-
ing farm couples, and driving 
around the countryside view-
ing crops and checking out all 
the local restaurants.

Joan later joined several 
pinochle clubs in Luverne. 
Her lifetime hobby was sew-
ing Christmas stockings and 
many other types of Christ-
mas fancywork that was 
personalized for the recipient.   

Joan is survived by her 
children Deborah Sunderlin, 
Magnolia, Patricia (Kraig) 
Rust, Kenneth, David (Tam-
mie) Heeren, Lakeville, and 
Pamela (Roger) Talsma, 
Chandler; two sisters, Mari-
lyn Eichacker, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, and Rita 
(Eugene) Zinnel, Brewster; a 
brother, James Steffensmei-
er, Sioux Falls; 13 grandchil-
dren, Amanda (Tim) Haber-
man, Steven (Kala) Talsma, 
Eric Talsma, Mariah Talsma, 
Nicholas Weets, Zechariah 
Weets, Tiffany Heeren, Ja-
cob Heeren, Marie (Tony) 
Smook, Nathan (Darlene) 
Rust, Justin (Judith) Rust, 
Sierra (Steven) Beardsworth, 
and Chantel Heeren; and 12 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
husband, Marlyn, in 2008; 
her son Douglas in 2017; her 
parents-in-law; and a broth-
er-in-law Leonard Eichacker.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home in Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.

	 (0805 F)

Joan Heeren
Ramona A. McDowell, 91, 

Luverne, died Friday, 
July 30, 2021, at the 
Good Samaritan Soci-
ety Mary Jane Brown 
Home in Luverne.

Ramona Watts 
was born Jan. 7, 1930, 
to Ralph and Hilda 
(Hoveland) Watts. 
She owned the Hard-
wick Grocery Store 
for 25 years, retiring in Sep-
tember of 2007.

She was a member of the 
United Methodist Church in 
Luverne. Ramona loved to 
crochet, and while she lived 
at the Centennial Apartments, 
she enjoyed bingo, jigsaw 
puzzles, walking and going 
over to the Senior Center and 
volunteering.

She is survived by her 
son, Terry (Mary) McDow-
ell, Brandon, South Dakota; 
two grandchildren, Jodie 

(Scott) Swain, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, and 
Dr. Jason McDow-
ell, Minneapolis; 
three great-grand-
children; a sister, 
Connie (Gary) Hel-
dt; a brother, Ralph 
Watts Jr.; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Ramona was 
preceded in death 

by her parents; three sisters, 
LaVonne Gingerich, Bev-
erly Sona and Ruby Dobson; 
sister-in-law Lorna Watts; 
two brothers-in-law, Bernard 
Dobson and Bernard Ging-
erich; and a special friend, 
Ray Hueser.

A private family service 
will take place at a later date.

Arrangements are pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.

(0805 F)

Ramona McDowell
Loretta Mae Petersen, 93, 

Luverne, died Sun-
day, July 25, 2021, 
at the Sanford USD 
Medical Center in 
Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.

A  f u n e r a l 
service was Fri-
day, July 30, at 
the American Re-
formed Church in 
Luverne. Burial was at the 
Maplewood Cemetery in 
Luverne. 

Loretta DeBoer was born 
to Henry and Katie (Kickert) 
DeBoer on Feb. 15, 1928, in 
South Holland, Illinois. The 
family moved to Leota when 
Loretta was six years old. 
Loretta grew up with her 
sister Elaine next door to her 
grandparents and worked at 
the family store. She attended 
high school in Edgerton and 
went on to college to get her 
teaching certificate.

Loretta’s first year of 
teaching was at the District 
21 country school, and she 
boarded with the Petersen 
family where she met Ralph. 
They were married on Sept. 
2, 1948. Loretta worked with 
Ralph on the farm. She was 
also an accomplished seam-
stress and enjoyed sharing 
their home and entertaining 
guests.

Ralph and Loretta were 
charter members of the 
American Reformed Church. 
Loretta helped start Girls’ 
League, attended Circle, 
taught the same Sunday 
School class for more than 
35 years, and she also played 
organ for many years. Her 
Christian faith was also an in-

tegral part of her personal life.
Ralph and Lo-

retta were snowbirds 
who went to Texas 
every winter. They 
also enjoyed camping 
and traveling. Lo-
retta continued going 
to Texas for several 
years after Ralph died.

Loretta enjoyed 
cooking and was 

known for her legendary 
buns. She loved to try new 
recipes. Her kids and grand-
kids never left without gifts 
of food. She also loved to play 
all kinds of cards and games 
and have fun.

Loretta is survived by her 
children, Darrell (Debbie) 
Petersen and Paula (Dan) 
Giles; grandchildren and 
their families, Lon and Sonya 
(Petersen) Bjornrud (Sage 
and Maisy), Craig and Holly 
Petersen (Davis, Jace, Calla 
and Brennan), Justin and 
Vonny (Petersen) Kleinman 
(Hank), Dustin Schneekloth, 
and Cody Schneekloth (Avery, 
Oakley, and Eli); a sister, 
Elaine Bolt Petersen; broth-
er-in-law and sister-in-law 
Jim and Carol Drews; sister-
in-law Dorothy Petersen; and 
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Ralph; 
her parents; son-in-law John 
Schneekloth; brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law Har-
old Bolt, Gordon and Gwyn 
Petersen, Kurt Petersen, and 
Silver and Elaine Reker.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral 
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.

(0805 F)

Loretta Petersen

Know it and grow it

By George Bonnema, Luverne Horticulturalist

August 
is the month 
to thin or 
transplant 
G e r m a n 
bearded iris 
and peonies. 
D i v i d i n g 
f e r n  l e a f 
peonies is a bit more com-
plicated than regular peonies 
in that they have a “neck” 
between the eye of next year’s 
growth and the tuber. Just 
cutting into the clump with 
a spade will often ruin a lot 
of the potential new divi-
sions because of the way they 
intertwine.
The safest way to divide fern 
peonies is to dig the entire 

clump and use a strong 
stream of water to wash the 
soil from the tuber mass.  
Then it is easier to see how 
to divide single or groups 
of the tubers with eyes at-
tached.  If a tuber breaks off 
without the eye, it most often 
will not produce a new plant.
When replanting, be sure 
the eye is within one inch of 
the soil surface. If planted 

too deep, this type of peony 
will grow but will not bloom.
It may take a year or two 
for the peony to establish 
enough to resume blooming. 
Be sure to plant in an area 
that will receive a minimum 
of six hours of direct sun 
per day.
Regular peonies have the 
eye for next year’s growth 
directly above the tuber so 

For beautiful spring fern peonies and iris, now is the time to split them
that clump can just be cut 
into sections to replant. Same 
planting depth and sun light 
requirements.
Iris, either Siberian or Ger-
man bearded, are also divided 
or transplanted now in order 
to give them time to get es-
tablished before winter. Both 
types of iris clumps tend to get 
too thick or too big, and divid-
ing results in more flowers.
The German bearded type 
grows from a rhizome that 
lies on the surface of the soil, 
and it is important that they 
be planted that way when you 
work with them. Rhizomes 
planted too deep will rot.
We cut the fan of leaves back 
to about 6 inches so they don’t 

get floppy in the wind, which 
would make it difficult for 
them to root in.
Looking at the rhizome, you 
will notice that the new 
growth projects forward each 
year, so plant it pointing in 
the direction where it can 
do that without becoming a 
problem later.  That is one 
reason that these iris do not 
work well in a landscape that 
is mulched with plastic or 
fabric and rock.
Siberian iris grows in a clump 
form, and that clump can just 
be cut into sections for re-
planting with a spade or knife.
If you have clumps of daylilies 
that have not been divided for 
several years – or maybe ever 

– this is also the best time 
to divide them. They have 
time to get established prior 
to winter and will present a 
much stronger bloom cycle 
as a result.
I prefer not to use fertilizer 
at the time of transplant-
ing because there is not an 
established root system to 
utilize that fertilizer. Also, 
we do not want to encourage 
new growth this late in the 
season. It is more important 
that the roots get established, 
and then give them a treat 
of fertilizer in the spring to 
encourage the new growth.

Bonnema is a gardening 
enthusiast and former green-
house owner.

H-BC Class of 1971 celebrates 50th
The Hills-Beaver Creek Class of 1971 recently gathered for a 50th reunion. Attending were (front, from left) Marlene (Feucht) Stueven, Wannetta (Fey) Lloyd, 
Linda Hoeck, Yvonne (Severtson) Hoffman, Susan (Castor) Boeve, Linda (Rens) Aukes, Roxanne Rauk, Dan Sells, Jim Sammons, Mark Sandager, (back) Clair 
Crawford, Neal Hoyme, Dennis Olson, Mel Van Batavia, Ed Boeve, Doug Lunstra, Tony Bosch, Allen Kuehl, Gene Sandager and Rick Tatge. (Submitted photo)

Monday, Aug. 9: Slop-
py Joe on a bun, broccoli 
salad, baked beans, cookie. 

Tuesday, Aug. 10: Sub 
sandwich, peas and cheese 
salad, fruit, dessert.

Wednesday, Aug. 11: 
Roast beef and mashed po-
tatoes with gravy, California 
Normandy, bread, bar.

Half-Price Day spon-
sored by Luverne Mayor and 
City Council.

 Thursday, Aug. 12: 
Ham and pasta salad, creamy 
cucumbers, fresh fruit, bar. 

Friday, Aug. 13: Chick-
en alfredo, fettucine pasta, 
mixed vegetables, mandarin 
oranges, Rice Krispie bar. 

Call Lynette Hoiland at 
283-9846 to arrange to pick 
up a dinner or for home-
delivered meals.

Menu
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MAKE YOUR 
FUTURE

Find out more at 
www.gevo.com/about-gevo/careers/

Submit a resume at 
careers@gevo.com

Big Top Tents & Events 
321 W. Hatting St, Luverne, MN 56156

AUGUST 13-14 
FRIDAY 11AM – 7PM AND 

SATURDAY 8AM – 4PM

Work with a Team that Makes Sustainable,  
Low-Carbon Biofuel and Chemicals

LOCATION

JOB FAIR

GEVO Job Fair ROCK CO. Ad.indd   1GEVO Job Fair ROCK CO. Ad.indd   1 7/26/21   11:27 AM7/26/21   11:27 AM

By Eva Kramer, Rock 
and Pipestone County 
Farm Service Agency 
executive director

Agricultural producers 
and landowners in Minne-
sota can apply for the Con-
servation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Grasslands signup 
until Aug. 20. 

This year the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) updated signup op-
tions to provide greater in-
centives for producers and 
increased the program’s 
conservation and climate 
benefits, including setting 
a minimum rental rate and 
identifying two national 
priority zones.

The CRP Grassland 
signup is competitive, and 
USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will provide 
for annual rental payments 
for land devoted to conser-
vation purposes.

“USDA is excited to roll 
out our new and improved 
CRP Grasslands signup,” 
said Michelle Page, acting 
state executive director for 
FSA in Minnesota. “USDA 
is providing a bigger return 
on investment in terms of 
protecting natural resource 
benefits. The Grasslands 
signup is just one of the 
many tools available 
through CRP to help pro-
tect our nation’s working 
lands.”

Grasslands signup
CRP Grasslands helps 

Minnesota landowners and 
operators protect grass-
land, including rangeland, 
pastureland and certain 
other lands, while main-
taining the areas as work-
ing grazing lands. Protect-
ing grasslands contributes 
positively to the economy 

of many regions, provides 
biodiversity of plant and 
animal populations, and 
provides important carbon 
sequestration benefits.

FSA has updated the 
Grasslands Signup to estab-
lish a minimum rental rate 
of $15 per acre, which will 
benefit 1,300 counties.

To focus on important 
wildlife corridors, FSA 
also identified National 
Grassland Priority Zones, 
providing extra incentives 
to producers for enrolling 
grasslands in important mi-
gratory corridors and envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas 

– the Greater Yellowstone 
Elk Migration Corridor and 
the Severe Wind Erosion – 
Dust Bowl Zone. 

Counties within these 
two zones get extra ranking 
points as well as $5 added 
to their rental rate. The 
CRP Grasslands Ranking 
Factors fact sheet has ad-
ditional information.

How to sign up
To enroll in the CRP 

Grasslands signup, produc-
ers and landowners should 
contact USDA by the Aug. 
20 deadline. 

Service Center staff 
continue to work with 
agricultural producers via 
phone, email, and other 
digital tools. Because of 
the pandemic, some USDA 
Service Centers are open to 
limited visitors. 

Contact the Rock Coun-
ty Farm Service Agency, 
507-283-2369, to set up an 
in-person or phone ap-
pointment. 

Additionally, more 
information related to 
USDA’s response and relief 
for producers can be found 
at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

At right, watching the action from the infield are (from left) Logan and 
Marshal Hoff and Tom Van Der Weerd with Miller and Earl Moser.

Tractor pull fills 
grandstand at fair

The Great Plains Tractor Pullers drew more than 700 fans 
and nearly 80 pullers to the Rock County Fair grandstand 
Thursday, July 29. Above is local favorite Mike Nieuwboer. 
Above right, Chris Jaenisch is surrounded by his own little 
fan club (from left) Raelyn, Deacon and Hayden Jaenisch.

Lori Sorenson photos

USDA announces 
sign-up dates for 
CRP grasslands

You can recycle more 
than your paper! 

You can also recycle: 
+ Metal	     + Paper      + Cardboard
+ Plastic	     + Glass       + Aluminum 
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By Mavis Fodness
The 2021 Rock County 

Fair promised “something 
for everyone” during its 
July 28-31 run, and the 
weather offered variety of 
its own.

“Each day was different,” 
said Adam Kinsinger, Rock 
County Ag Society presi-
dent. 

“We had extreme heat, 
smoke, rain and sunshine. 
Thankfully, it didn’t slow 
people down.”

Kinsinger estimated 
more than 700 people filled 
the grandstands for the 
Thursday night, July 29, 
tractor pull with another 
100 people watching from 
the infield.

Another 700 attended 
the Enduros Saturday night, 
July 31.

Temperatures began 
rising Wednesday, and by 
Thursday reached into the 
mid-90s. 

Humidity levels were 
also high, keeping over-
night temperature lows in 
the 70s. 

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health issued an 
air quality alert for nearly 
all of Minnesota for the 
first three days of the Rock 
County Fair.

In a press release, 
Health Department officials 
explained northerly winds 
behind a cold front brought 
smoke from wildfires in 
Canada into Minnesota.

The smoke reduced vis-
ibility in the area while the 
cold front dropped tem-
peratures into the mid-80s 
Friday along with some rain 
for Rock County. 

For much of this sum-
mer, the county has been 
under moderate to severe 
drought conditions, ac-
cording to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. 

Friday’s rain postponed 
the Ag Society’s community 
night, when the grand-
stand’s infield filled with 
water from the day’s rain. 

Rain amounts varied 

from just over a half inch to 
more than an inch of rain 
over a 24-hour period.

The community event, 
which featured a free meal, 
may be rescheduled for 
later this month or early 
September, Kinsinger said.

Sunshine returned on 
Saturday with tempera-
tures almost 20 degrees 
cooler than Thursday 
(Saturday’s high was re-
corded at 69 degrees at the 
Luverne airport.) 

The ideal fair weather 

brought people out to the 
fairgrounds for the last day 
of the fair.

“I think this year’s fair 
was a success,” Kinsinger 
said. “It was great to have 
everyone here again!”

In 2020 the pandemic 
canceled the free county 
fair events while 4-H 
conducted a virtual fair 
for general projects and a 
showcase for each livestock 
category that only 4-H’ers 
and their immediate fami-
lies could attend.

Weather varied as much as 
Rock County Fair events and activities
Extreme heat, smoke haze from wildfires, rain and sunshine occur over four-day event

Crowds gather during one of the pig races Thursday, July 29, 
at the Rock County Fair. At right, the agventure barn draws 
lots of visitors as they can pet goats and calves as well as hold 
rabbits and chicks.. 

(Photos by Mavis Fodness)

Rain showers brought out the umbrellas Friday, July 30, at the Rock County Fair. The rain 
lasted most of the day and amounts varied from just over a half inch to as much as an inch in 
areas. At far left, Stuart Moser (center) holds his niece, Mae Fagerness, as she gets a close 
look of a duck held by Derek Sandbulte. At far left, Ivy Tiesler holds a sheep created by Kevin 
Lindh at the Balloons by Kevin booth. 

Pictured above, Arya Eiesland (far left) portrays Miss Gulch as scarecrow Tom Hendricks holds 
the microphone and recites lines for Eiesland to repeat. From right are Lion Jeffrey Kortman, 
stage manager Theresa Kortman, Tinman Chad Gruis, Good Witch Daphne DeBoer (hidden), 
and Harper Hulstein playing Dorothy.
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By Jason Berghorst
Overall results weren’t 

what the team and fans had 
hoped for, but the experience 
at the state Legion baseball 
tournament was a good one 
for Luverne Post 123. 

“It was fantastic to have a 
normal season and to have the 
state tournament experience,” 
said Luverne coach Codie 
Zeutenhorst. 

“I believe we would have 
qualified for state last year if 
it had been held, so I’m really 
glad we were able to give most 
of the kids who were on last 
year’s team that opportunity 
this year.” 

Luverne went 1-2 at this 
year’s Minnesota Division 
II Senior American Legion 
Baseball State Tournament 
July 30-31 in Sacred Heart. 

Post 123 lost to Wadena 
2-0 in the quarterfinal round 
Friday before defeating Glen-
wood-Lowry 7-0 Saturday 
morning. 

Saturday afternoon, 
Luverne fell to La Crescent 
9-6 in the consolation cham-
pionship game. 

Luverne ends its season 
12-6. 

“I actually loved every part 
of this season,” Zeutenhorst 
said. 

“It was cut a little short at 
the start, and there were a few 
schedule changes, but overall 
it was great to get back and 
have some normalcy this sum-

mer. … The kids played well 
and we ended our season in 
the state tournament where 
we wanted to be.”

Luverne will host the 
2022 Division II Senior Le-
gion State Tournament next 
July. As hosts, the team will 
automatically qualify for the 
tournament. 

“We’re really excited for 
that,” Zeutenhorst said.

“It will actually be the 

third state tournament in a 
row that we’ll be playing in.”

Wadena 2, Luverne 0
Luverne faced Wadena 

in the first round of the state 
tournament Friday at 9:30 
a.m. at Community Field in 
Sacred Heart. 

Post 123 suffered a 2-0 
loss to Wadena, which forced 
Luverne into the tourna-
ment’s consolation bracket. 

By Jason Berghorst
The Luverne Redbirds 

amateur baseball team moves on 
to the Final Four round of the 
Region 13C tournament this week. 

The Redbirds, now 21-5 on 
the season, swept the Adrian A’s 
15-0 and 7-0 in the first round of 
the tournament. 

Luverne now faces the 
fourth-seeded Hadley Buttermak-
ers in the best-of-three Final Four 
round. 

Game 1 is at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, at Redbird 
Field in Luverne. 

Game 2 will be in Hadley Sat-
urday afternoon at 2 p.m. Game 3, 
if necessary, is in Luverne Sunday 
at 2 p.m. 

The Windom Pirates and 
Milroy Irish are the other two 
teams still alive in the Region 13C 
playoffs. 

The top three teams will 
advance to the Minnesota State 
Class C Amateur Baseball Tour-
nament in Chaska, Waconia and 
Hamburg.

A series win this weekend will 
qualify the Redbirds for the state 
tournament. 

A series loss will send 
Luverne to the third place series 
next weekend to play for the third 
and final invite to the state tour-
nament from Region 13C. 

Luverne has faced Hadley in 
the Final Four series the last two 
years with the Buttermakers win-
ning both series. 

Luverne went on to win the 
third-place series and qualify for 
the state tournament each of the 
last two years. 

“Hadley’s a tough team to beat 
in the playoffs,” said Luverne 
player-manager Brooks Maurer. 

“Even when we beat them 
during the regular season, they 
just get fired up and find a way to 

win in the playoffs.” 
In fact, Hadley came from 

behind in Game 3 of their 
Round 1 series with Jackson to 
defeat the Bulls 6-5 Sunday to 
keep their season alive. 

“It’s going to be a tough se-
ries,” said Maurer, whose team 
will have the home-field advan-
tage as the overall No. 1 seed. 

Luverne has again drafted 
Pipestone A’s pitcher Brandon 
Alfson for the Final Four round. 

The game was a true 
pitchers’ duel with Luverne’s 
Cade Wenninger and Wade-
na’s Josh Dykhoff offering 
few hits and no runs during 
the first five innings of the 
seven-inning contest. 

Wadena scored the only 
two runs of the game in the 
top of the sixth inning. 

The first run scored as a 
result of timely hitting and 
effective base running by 

Wadena. 
The second run, how-

ever, was a result of “mental 
lapses that led to a learning 
opportunity” for his players, 
according to Zeutenhorst. 

“Sometimes people say to 
forget about your mistakes, 
but I told our kids we need 
to remember this one and 
learn from it. It hurt. You 
can’t make mistakes like 
that at the state tournament,” 

he said. 
When Luverne was un-

able to score any runs in the 
top of the seventh inning, the 
game ended 2-0. 

Wadena’s Dykhoff struck 
out 12 Luverne batters in 
the game and gave up only 
two hits. 

Casey Sehr and Connor 
Overgaard had one hit each 
for Luverne. 

Wenninger pitched six 
innings until he neared the 
pitch count of 105. 

“Cade’s pitching was fan-
tastic,” Zeutenhorst said.

He struck out five batters 
and gave up five hits and two 
runs, one of which was earned. 

Colby Crabtree pitched 
the final inning for Luverne. 
He struck out three batters 
and issued two walks and no 
hits or runs.  

Birds sweep Adrian in first round

Luverne enters Final Four round with 21-5 record

2021 Region 13C
Round 1 Results

July 28 – August 1

Luverne vs. Adrian	
Luverne 15, Adrian 0 (7 inn.)
Luverne 7, Adrian 0

Hadley vs. Jackson	
Jackson 3, Hadley 2
Hadley 9, Jackson 3
Hadley 6, Jackson 5

Windom vs. Pipestone	
Windom 4, Pipestone 0
Pipestone 6, Windom 5
Windom 12, Pipestone 1 (7 inn.)

Milroy Irish vs. Lakefield	
Milroy 13, Lakefield 1
Milroy 13, Lakefield 5

2021 Region 13C
Final Four Round Schedule

August 4 - 8

Luverne vs. Hadley	
Wed, Aug. 4 at 7:30 pm in Luverne
Sat, Aug. 7 at 2:00 pm in Hadley

*Sun, Aug 8 at 2:00 pm in Luverne

Windom vs. Milroy	
Wed, Aug. 4 at 7:30 pm in Windom
Fri, Aug. 6 at 7:30 pm at Irish Yard

*Sun, Aug 8 at 2:00 pm in Windom

*Game played if necessary

Luverne Senior Legion team comes up
short in state consolation championship 

Post 123
goes 1-2 at
tournament

Submitted Photo
Post 123’s Casey Sehr hurls a pitch to catcher Braydon Ripka during Luverne’s 9-6 loss to La Crescent in the consolation 
championship of the state tournament Saturday in Sacred Heart. 

Jason Berghorst photo/0805 Redbirds Haugen 

Jake Haugen struck out 12 Adrian batters and gave up one hit during the Redbirds’ victory July 28.

Legion, continued on 4B

‘It was
fantastic
to have a

normal season
and to have

the state
tournament 
experience.’

—Coach Codie
Zeutenhorst

Next up for Redbirds in
Region 13C tournament:

Hadley Buttermakers

By Jason Berghorst
The Luverne Redbirds amateur baseball team lived 

up to their No. 1 seed by sweeping the eighth-seeded 
Adrian A’s 15-0 and 7-0 Wednesday and Saturday in 
Round 1 of the Region 13C tournament. 

Luverne, now 21-5 on the season, faces the Hadley 
Buttermakers in the Final Four round of the tourna-
ment this weekend (see related story). 

Luverne 15, Adrian 0
Luverne opened play in the Region 13C tournament 

in grand fashion by defeating Adrian 15-0 in seven 
innings at Redbird Field in Luverne July 28.

The Redbirds scored early and often in the game, 
plating two runs in the first inning and three more 
in the second before exploding for seven runs in the 
third inning. 

Skyler Wenninger had a banner night at the plate, 
blasting a three-run home run in the third inning and 
a solo home run in the fourth. 

Wenninger had two hits, scored three runs and 
totaled four RBIs in the game. 

Ben Serie tallied three hits and two RBIs while 

Jake Haugen had two hits and three RBIs. 
Phil Paquette, Newt Johnson and Gaige Nath 

each scored twice for the Redbirds. 
Haugen was the winning pitcher. He struck 

out 12 Adrian batters while giving up no runs 
and only one hit and one run during six innings 
on the mound.

Derek Lundgren came in to relieve Haugen. 
He pitched one inning and gave up no hits or runs 
and walked one batter. 

Box Score
Adrian  	    0 0 0 0 0 0 0         0
Luverne     	    2 3 7 1 0 2 x         0

	 AB	 R	 H	 BI
Lundgren	 6	 1	 2	 1
Paquette	 5	 2	 2	 0
Johnson	 3	 2	 1	 2
S. Wenninger	 2	 3	 2	 4
Zeutenhorst	 0	 1	 0	 0
Serie	 5	 1	 3	 2
Haugen	 5	 1	 2	 3
Meyer	 4	 1	 1	 0
Nath	 2	 2	 0	 0
Reisdorfer	 1	 1	 1	 0
C. Wenninger	 2	 0	 0	 0

Redbirds, continued on 4B
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Submitted Photo

Twenty members of the Luverne High School football team participated in the Dakota State University team camp July 28-29. 
Participants include (front, from left) Patrick Kroski, Riley Sneller, Tyson Cowell, Kaleb Hein, Ross Bergman, Jacob Stroh, Will 
Serie, Tyler Gebauer, (back) Jamie McCarthy, Ashton Sandbulte, Casey Sehr, Eli Radtke, Connor Connell, Gannon Ahrendt, 
Jordan Friedrichsen, Connor Overgaard, Nathaniel Cole-Kraty, Braydon Ripka, Zach Kruse and Andy Halverson. 

By Jason Berghorst
Some Luverne High 

School athletes are getting 
plenty of training and 
competition this summer. 

Twenty LHS incoming 
sophomore, junior and 
senior football players 
participated in the Dakota 
State University team camp 
in Madison, South Dakota, 
Wednesday-Thursday, July 
28-29.

Seven of those football 
athletes then played on the 
Luverne Post 123 team in the 
Minnesota State American 
Legion Baseball Tournament 
the following weekend. 

Nine teams participated 
in the DSU football team 
camp. 

The camp includes 
games between teams, 
with the first team to score 
13 in each game being 
declared the winner.

Luverne was seeded 
first in the Gold Division 
going into the final round 
of contests. 

The Cardinals lost to 
Madison, South Dakota, in 
the finals. 

Luverne senior Jordan 
Friedrichsen was named 
Most Valuable Lineman at 
the DSU camp. 

Football practice 
begins Aug. 16, and the 
Cardinals’ first game is 
Sept. 2 at home versus 
Redwood Valley.

By Jason Berghorst
With rainouts on Friday night at speedways in Rock 

Rapids and Slayton, there was limited racing at local tracks 
last weekend. 

Two Rock County drivers competed in regularly-
scheduled races Saturday night at I-90 Speedway near 
Hartford, South Dakota, and at Worthington Speedway.

A number of locals participated at the Rock County 
Fair Enduro Race in Luverne the same night.   

Stacy Krohnberg, of Walters, won his second consecu-
tive race of the summer in the LSR (Luverne-Slayton-Rock 
Rapids) Enduro Series. Krohnberg placed second in last 
year’s Rock County Fair Enduro race. 

Below are the results of Rock County drivers from July 
31 and the full results from the fair enduro race. 

I-90 Speedway – July 31

USRA Hobby Stocks A Feature

Cadyn Wessels Luverne 14

USRA Hobby Stocks B Feature

Cadyn Wessels Luverne 3

Worthington Speedway – July 31

Bombers A Feature

Silas Top Hardwick 6

Rock County Fair Enduro – July 31

Driver				    Laps	     Place

Stacy Krohnberg 200 1
Rodney Kramer 191 2
Trey Anderson 189 3
Jasmine Kalass 189 4
Bob Nash 176 5
Aaron Fischer 170 6
Justin Mann 161 7
DJ Jones 140 8
Autumn Kiggins 137 9
Stuart Nelson 131 10
Carter Anderson 124 11
Bob Jones 113 12
Tanner Kamm 113 13
Robert Thompson 111 14
Chris Hoogland 90 15
Brian Campbell 80 16
Brant Whitecome 74 17
Justin Vandewalle 66 18
Ron Brownie 51 19
Hunter Fluit 18 20
Chase Overgaard 16 21
Tony Fluit 6 22

The headline of the Star 
Herald a few weeks back 
announced that a nearby 
community’s drinking water 
had levels of magnesium 
that were five times higher 
than what was safe for 
infants.

It really doesn’t matter 
where in the state you live, 
this is becoming a far too 
frequent headline. There 
is a very old saying that 

“whiskey is for drinking and 
water is for fighting,” and 
water issues are now one 
of the most controversial 
debates of our lifetime. 
The fact that water is not 
an infinite resource is 
totally missed by a very 
large portion of the human 
population. 

About 70 percent of 
all of the fresh water used 
on planet Earth is used for 
irrigation. Just think about 
that fact for a minute. It 
is sobering to me. I like to 
eat as much as the next guy 
and maybe even more, so 
irrigation used for food is 
not a problem in my eyes. 

Water used to irrigate 
lawns, on the other hand, is 
a whole other issue. 

A huge metropolitan 
city in the desert Southwest 
required that all non-used 
green spaces need to be 
replaced with material 
that does not need to be 
watered — hotel, motel front 
approaches for an example. 

After the law was in 
place, city officials figured it 
saved the equivalent of 11.5 
gallons of water per person 
per day and that was for a 
population of millions of 
folks. For 10 million people 
that equates to 115 billion 
gallons per day.

Lake Mead supplies 
millions of people in the 
arid Southwest and they 
have had to lower the intake 
on that reservoir three times 
in the past 15 years. 

The thirst for never-
ending water is growing, 
and supply is not keeping 

up with demand. States 
are now fighting over who 
has first rights to water 
resources.

Minnesota is the land 
of 10,000 lakes, and yet in 
southwest Minnesota my 
community could not even 
run a garden hose for over 
three years about five years 
ago. 

I never really ever 
figured out why conserving 
water resources was not 
a continual thing. When 
it rains a lot, then we are 
allowed to waste a lot of 
water. 

Why would we do that? 
Why not conserve water all 
the time?

As an example of 
people’s attitudes about 
water, I was sitting in a 
bar with an in-law a few 
years back, and at 6 p.m. 

he left, drove home 12 
miles, turned on the lawn 
sprinkler and rushed back. 
How bad do you have to 
want to water your lawn to 
do that? That was just plain 
dumb. 

Another aspect of water 
resources I advocate for, 
ranked evenly with water 
conservation, is water 
resource protection. 

How do you go about 
protecting current water 
resources? An important 
first step is to consider 
wellhead protection areas, 
which are mapped out by 
the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency as the most 
critical areas to avoid water 
contamination.

So how do you protect 
these areas? The No. 1 
way is to cover them with 
undisturbed vegetation. 
By rotating wellhead 
protection areas away from 
row crop production to 
perennial grass cover, you 
do several important things. 

First, there is no longer 
an herbicide or pesticides 
or manure applied to 

LHS football 
players attend 
DSU team camp  

Protect water by managing soil

The Outdoors

By Scott Rall,
Outdoors columnist

Rall, continued on 4B

Krohnberg wins
Fair Enduro race

ADVERTISE TODAY
with the Star Herald

Call Rick or Chantel 507-283-2333
email sales@star-herald.com
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Luverne 7, G-L 0
After losing a close game 

in the first round of the 
state tournament Friday, 
Luverne’s batters and pitch-
ers combined solid perfor-
mances to earn a 7-0 win over 
Glenwood-Lowry Saturday 
morning in the consolation 
bracket. 

“Our seniors at the top 
of the lineup starting hit-
ting balls,” Zeutenhorst said. 

“When the top of our lineup 
gets on base, good things 
happen.”

In fact, Luverne’s first 
four batters (Bailey Cowell, 
Wenninger, Ethan Beyer and 
Crabtree) were responsible 
for eight of the team’s nine 
hits, five of the seven runs, 
all seven RBIs and all three 
extra base hits in the victory. 

“That’s really what you 
want from your seniors 
at the top of your lineup,” 
Zeutenhorst said. “They did 
a great job.”

Ethan Beyer led the of-
fense for Luverne with four 
hits, including two doubles, 
one run and one RBI. 

Crabtree hammered a 
three-run homerun in the 
sixth inning to solidify the 
Post 123 victory. He had four 
total RBIs in the game. 

In addition to leading the 
Luverne offense, Beyer was 
the game’s winning pitcher. 

He struck out nine batters 
and gave up only three hits 
and no runs in six innings on 
the mound. 

Crabtree came in to pitch 
the final inning, striking out 
two and giving up no hits, 
walks or runs. 

Box Score
Glenwood                0 0 0 0 0 0 0       0
Luverne	       1 2 0 1 0 3 x       7

	 AB	 R	 H	 BI
Cowell	 4	 1	 2	 0
Wenninger	 3	 2	 1	 2
Beyer	 4	 1	 4	 1
Crabtree	 2	 1	 1	 4
Sehr	 4	 0	 0	 0

Connell	 4	 0	 0	 0
Stroh	 1	 1	 1	 0
Anderson	 3	 0	 0	 0
Ripka	 2	 0	 0	 0
Halverson	 0	 1	 0	 0

La Crescent 9, Luverne 6
After shutting out Glen-

wood-Lowry 7-0 in Satur-
day’s first game, Luverne 
faced La Crescent in the 
consolation championship 
game Saturday afternoon in 
Sacred Heart. 

La Crescent reached the 
consolation championship 

an RBI single by Beyer all 
in the second inning led to 
a 5-1 Luverne lead after two 
frames. 

La Crescent answered 
with three runs in the third 
and took the lead by scoring 
two more runs in the top of 
the fourth inning before a 
score by Wenninger in the 
bottom of the fourth tied the 
game 6-6. 

Luverne was unable to 
score any more runs in the 
game while La Crescent 
added one run in the fifth and 
two in the seventh to finalize 
the 9-6 La Crescent victory. 

Connell took the loss on 
the mound. He pitched three 
innings, giving up six runs 
(four earned), eight hits and 
three walks. He struck out 
two batters. 

“Connell threw well, but 
the strike zone was really 
tight,” Zeutenhorst said. 

“None of his curve balls 
were called strikes, which 
forced him to throw fast balls, 
and they hit those.”

La Crescent totaled six-
teen hits in the game. 

“That’s good hitting,” 
Zeutenhorst said. “Sixteen 
hits will win a lot of games.” 

Sehr came in to pitch the 
final four innings, striking 
out seven batters and giving 
up three runs, eight hits and 
two walks. 

Box Score
LaCrescent            0 1 3 2 1 0 2        9
Luverne	     1 4 0 1 0 0 0        6

	 AB	 R	 H	 BI
Cowell	 4	 2	 2	 1
Wenninger	 4	 2	 1	 1
Beyer	 3	 0	 1	 2
Crabtree	 3	 0	 1	 1
Sehr	 4	 0	 0	 0
Connell	 3	 1	 2	 1
Stroh	 3	 0	 1	 0
Halverson	 1	 0	 0	 0
Anderson	 2	 1	 0	 0
Ripka	 4	 0	 1	 0	

By Jason Berghorst
The Luverne Redbirds 

amateur baseball team lived 
up to their No. 1 seed by 

Hesitant 
about the 
Covid vaccine?
Talk to your doctor.

96% of practicing physicians are  
vaccinated, trusting the vaccines for 
themselves and their own families.

THE FACTS ARE REAL.

Schedule your Covid vaccine: 
VaccineConnector.mn.gov 

THE IMPACTS ARE REAL.

after losing 8-1 to host Sa-
cred Heart-MACCRAY and 
then defeating Holy Family 
(Chanhassen) 9-7. 

Luverne started the 2 
p.m. game strong, bringing 
the energy of the morning 
shut-out win to the contest.

Luverne scored the first 
run of the game when Cowell 
scored off a sacrifice fly by 
Beyer in the bottom of the 
first inning. 

A homerun by Connor 
Connell, RBI doubles by 
Cowell and Wenninger and 

READ US ONLINE! star-herald.com

Redbirds/continued from page 2B

Legion team ends season at state/continued from page 2B

Submitted Photo
Riley Sneller swings for the ball during the opening game of the 2021 Minnesota State American Legion Baseball Tournament 
Friday morning. Luverne lost the opening game 2-0 to Wadena. 

Box Score
Wadena  	    0 0 0 0 0 2 0         2
Luverne     	    0 0 0 0 0 0 0         0

	 AB	 R	 H	 BI
Cowell	 3	 0	 0	 0
Wenninger	 2	 0	 0	 0
Beyer	 2	 0	 0	 0
Crabtree	 3	 0	 0	 0
Sehr	 3	 0	 1	 0
Sneller	 2	 0	 0	 0
Connell	 1	 0	 0	 0
Overgaard	 3	 0	 1	 0
Anderson	 2	 0	 0	 0
Ripka	 2	 0	 0	 0 

‘When the
top of our

line-up gets
on base,

good things 
happen.’

—Coach Codie
Zeutenhorst

these acres. In some cases, 
wetlands are restored 
to allow water to filter 
through these areas with 
the water coming out the 
other end much cleaner 
than when it entered. 

Pollutants are absorbed 
by the plants that live there, 
if the pollutant load does 
not overwhelm the basin. 

How do you plant grass 
in these critical protection 
areas without a huge cost? 

One of my favorite 
answers, call it what you 
like, is citizen-owned lands, 
public lands or wildlife 
management areas. 

These areas provide 
permanent grass cover, 
protect water, reduce 
erosion, reduce flooding, 
benefit pollinators 
and non-game species, 
sequester carbon and even 
provide a hunter a place to 
possibly shoot a rooster. 

These citizen-owned 
lands also pay the county 
money to replace the 
private lands property 
taxes, in many cases more 
than when the land was in 
private ownership.

If you are a fan of 
protecting water resources, 
you need to be a vocal 

and staunch supporter of 
public-owned lands. If not 
for yourself, then for your 
kids or grandkids. What 
happens when you turn on 
the tap and no water comes 
out?   

Scott Rall, 
Worthington, is a habitat 
conservationist, avid 
hunting and fishing 
enthusiast and is president 
of Nobles County 
Pheasants Forever. He can 
be reached at scottarall@
gmail.com or on Twitter @
habitat champion.

Rall/continued from page 3B

Luverne 7, Adrian 0
The Redbirds ended 

their best-of-three, first 
round series Saturday when 
they defeated Adrian 7-0 in 
the second game of the series.

Playing in Adrian, the 
two teams were scoreless 
through the first four innings. 

Luverne scored four runs 
in the fifth inning and three in 
the seventh while holding the 
A’s scoreless the entire game. 

Isaiah Bartels pitched 
seven strong innings, strik-

ing out 10 batters and giving 
up four hits, no walks and 
no runs. 

Lundgren earned the 
save, pitching the final two 
innings and giving up just 
two hits. 

Haugen tallied three hits, 
two RBIs and one run in the 
victory. 

Serie scored twice off 
two hits and added two RBIs, 
including an RBI double in 
the seventh inning. 

Paquette, with two hits, 

one run and one RBI, also 
hit an RBI double in the fifth 
inning. 

Box Score
Luverne               0 0 0 0 4 0 3 0 0	     7
Adrian	  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      0

	 AB	 R	 H	 BI
Lundgren	 6	 1	 2	 0
Nath	 6	 0	 0	 0
Paquette	 5	 1	 2	 1
S. Wenninger	 3	 2	 1	 0
Serie	 5	 2	 2	 2
Haugen	 4	 1	 3	 2
Norman	 4	 0	 2	 1
Bartels	 5	 0	 1	 0
Meyer	 5	 0	 3	 0
Reisdorfer	 1	 0	 0	 0
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A. W. Tozer said, 
“When we allow God’s 
Word to go beyond our 
ears and into our hearts, 
it stimulates us to do 
that which God is call-
ing us to do.”

The God of the 
Bible, the God of the 
Christian faith, wants 
you to know him and 
put that knowledge into 
action.  

In the beginning, 
when God created the 
world, he did something 
amazing. He walked 
with Adam and Eve in 
the cool of the day. He 
wanted them to know 
him, not just as the cre-
ator of all, but as their 
God.  

From the begin-
ning God wanted Adam 
and Eve to know the 
God who created all 
the animals, to know 
the one who painted 
the night sky with stars 
and placed the sun in 
the best location to give 
light in the day. But 
more so, he wanted 
them to know him as 
their heavenly Father.

Adam and Eve 
destroyed their relation-
ship with God through 
sin, but God didn’t 
stop wanting people 
to know him. He sent 
prophets to proclaim 
the goodness of God 
to all humanity in an 
effort for them to know 
him. More than once 
God spoke to different 
people in the Old Testa-
ment. He used a burn-
ing bush with Moses. 
Jacob wrestled with 
God.  God promised 
Abraham that the world 
would be blessed as a 
result of him.  Noah was 
given the dimensions of 
a boat to build as a life 
raft when God flooded 
the earth in judgement 
of sin.

God demonstrated 
his love for us by send-
ing Jesus Christ to come 
to the earth to die for 
our sins (Romans 5:8). 

Even though mankind 
failed to know God, 
even running away from 
God, he continually 
gives humanity oppor-
tunities to know him.

Many know there is 
a God intellectually, but 
far fewer have allowed 
the knowledge of God to 
create a change in their 
life. It is like walking 
though the hot desert 
dying of thirst while 
holding a water bottle 
and refusing to take a 
drink.

Allow your knowl-
edge of God to go from 
your head to your heart.

Head or heart 
knowledge?

Built on
a Rock

By Pastor Walt Moser
First Baptist Church, 

Luverne

Many
know
there 
is a
God

intellectually, 
but far 
fewer
have

allowed
the

knowledge
of God

to create
a change

in
their life. 

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Sundays 8:30 a.m. Mass. Public Mass will be celebrated at FULL capacity 
in the church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Friday at the nursing 
homes – check the bulletin. All Sunday masses will be live streamed on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Vis-
it www.stscl.org for more information. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 6:30 p.m. Evening worship service. 
We are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page at 
9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. 
You may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services 
are on local cable TV at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursdays. In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in 
the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Facebook 
Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org 
graceluverne@iw.net
Ann Zastrow, Pastor

Dave Christenson, Interim Pastor
Thursday, Aug. 5: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Saturday, Aug. 7: 5:30 
p.m. Worship service with Holy Communion. Sunday, Aug. 8: 9 a.m. Wor-
ship service with Holy Communion. 10 a.m. Fellowship coffee and treats. 
Wednesday, Aug. 11: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible study. 7:30 a.m. Mom’s Bible study 
at Wildflowers. Thursday, Aug. 12: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Online, 
TV and Radio Worship options are available. Online: Sundays 9 a.m. on 
the church website www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go directly 
to our Facebook page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 
3 will air our worship service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at 10 a.m. 
Radio: KQAD-AM Radio will air our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 
a.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well (at els.org). 
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany 
Lutheran Church (Luverne) for other classes and events. 

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Friday, Aug. 6: 6:30 a.m. Community men’s Bible study. Church campout 
at Adrian campground. Sunday, Aug. 8: 9:30 a.m. Worship service. Tues-
day, Aug. 10: 12:00 Staff meeting. 7 p.m. Consistory meeting. Wednesday, 
Aug. 11: 9 a.m. Cookie crew. 7 p.m. Discipleship team meeting. Services are 
also broadcast on Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 
4 p.m. DVD’s available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

Rock River Community Church
(formerly First Assembly of God)

1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4
Ph. 612-800-1255; email info@rockrivercommunity.church

Bob Junak, Pastor; Annette Junak, Assistant Pastor
Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday school; 10 a.m. Worship service. Children’s church 
for ages 3-6th grade and nursery for ages 0-3 provided during our services. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Worship service. All services are in-person and all are 
welcome.

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Thursday, Aug. 5: Endowment Fund applications due. Friday, Aug. 6: 
UMW Mission U. Saturday, Aug. 7: 8 p.m. AA meeting. Sunday, Aug. 
8: 9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday school. 10:30 a.m. Worship service and live 
streamed on Facebook and radio. Prayer Warriors after service. 4:30 p.m. 
Genesis to Revelation Bible study. Wednesday, Aug. 11: 8 p.m. AA meeting. 

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com
Jason Cunningham, Pastor

Thursday, Aug. 5: 9 a.m. PW coordinating team. Sunday, Aug. 8: 9:30 
a.m. Worship service. In-person Worship service and live on Facebook. 
Our Facebook page can be found under First Presbyterian Church of 
Luverne. We are also on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 
p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. on Thursdays. Monday, Aug. 9: Peace and 
justice book study. Tuesday, Aug. 10: 1:30 p.m. Poplar Creek Communion. 
Wednesday, Aug. 11: 6:30 p.m. Session.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Saturday, Aug. 7: 5:30 p.m. Worship. Sunday, Aug. 8: 9 a.m. Worship 
service. Services will be available on the Vast Channel 3 Sunday and online 
at the city website, cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
101 W. Maple, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Food mission every third Thursday. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, Aug. 8: 10 a.m. Joint worship at First Lutheran. Masks are no 
longer required if fully vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on 
Facebook Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, Aug. 8: 10 a.m. Joint worship at First Lutheran. Masks are no 
longer required if fully vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on 
Facebook. Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m. 
Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Nita Parker, Pastor

Sunday, Aug. 8: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Home. 9:30 a.m. Youth time. 10 
a.m. Worship service. Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Beth-
lehem of Hills. You can find more info on our website blchills.org. Tuesday, 
Aug. 10: 2 p.m. Tuff Home Bible study. 3:15 p.m. Tuff Village Bible study. 

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
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DEADLINE FOR 
LEGALS IS MONDAY 

AT 10 A.M.

PUBLIC NOTICES

County Highway Department 
seeks bids by Aug. 16 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT & APPROACH GRADING / S.A.P. 067-594-001 ETC.

BIDS CLOSE @ 11:00 A.M. AUGUST 16, 2021
LUVERNE, MINNESOTA 

	 Sealed *Bid Packets* will be received by the Rock County Highway Department 
in Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Monday August 16, 2021.
	 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CON-
TAINED IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions & Wage Rates as contained in the Proposal. 
	 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock 
County Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 
North Blue Mound Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour 
set for receiving bids for the following Rock County Highway work. Bids will be 
awarded on Tuesday August 17, 2021, at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
	 Descript ion of Work: Construction of Bridges 67K43 & 67K44; 
/ PCST. Box Culverts; & the Elimination of Bridges L-2256 and L-2268.
	 The Major Quantities of Work are: 40 Ft. of 10’x5’ PCST. Box Culvert + 
2 End Sections; 38 Ft. of 12’x6’ PCST. Box Culvert + 2 End Sections; 688 Cu. 
Yds. Granular Backfill; 108 Cu. Yds. Granular Bedding; 99 Tons Rock Bedding; 
323 Tons Random Riprap Class 2; 629 Sq. Yds Remove Bituminous Pave-
ment; 506 Cu. Yds. Common Borrow; 920 Sq. Yds. Subgrade Preparation; 288 
Tons Aggregate Base, Class 5; & 244 Tons Type SP 12.5 Wear Course Mixture.
	 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest at www.
questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.mn.us/
highway . Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway Engineer, 
1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 56156-0808 / (507) 283 - 5010.
	 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $40.00.
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn in 
favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-594-001, Etc.”.
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(07-22, 07-29, 08-05)

 Almost Iowa
assumes name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
	 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
	 ASSUMED NAME: Almost Iowa
	 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
	 315 W. Luverne Street, Luverne, MN 56156 USA
	 NAMEHOLDER(S):
	 Name: Jack Leslie
	 Address: 315 W. Luverne Street, Luverne MN 56156 USA
	 Name: Jeane Leslie
	 Address: 315 W. Luverne Street, Luverne MN 56156 USA
	 	If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.
	 I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have completed all required fields, and that the information in this 
document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath. 
	 Signature/s/: Jack Leslie 
	 MAILING ADDRESS: 315 W. Luverne Street, Luverne MN 56156 USA 
	 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: jackjeane13@iw.net

(07-29, 08-05)

 Lorang Meringue
assumes name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
	 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
	 ASSUMED NAME: Lorang Meringue
	 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
	 181 31st Street, Hills, MN 56138 USA
	 NAMEHOLDER(S):
	 Name: Josie Marie Lorang
	 Address: 181 31st Street, Hills MN 56138 USA
	 	If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.
	 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document 
under oath. 
	 Signature : /s/ Josie Lorang 
	 MAILING ADDRESS: 181 31st Street, Hills, MN 56138 USA
	 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: jmlorang@hotmail.com

(07-29, 08-05)

Rollag probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  PROBATE COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 67-PR-21-168

In Re: Estate of	 ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING 
David Lee Rollag, 	                                       ON PETITION FOR ADJUDICATION OF
a/k/a David L. Rollag	   INTESTACY, DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP
a/k/a David Rollag,	 AND APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATOR IN
	 Deceased	                                 SUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 23rd day of August, 2021, 
at 8:30 O'clock, a.m., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock 
County Courthouse, Luverne, Minnesota, for the adjudication of intestacy and 
determination of heirship and for the appointment of Rhea Jean D. McBride,
whose address is 2592 Parkview Court, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55110, as administra-
tor of the estate of the above named decedent in supervised administration, and that 
any objections thereto must be filed with the Court. That, if proper, and no objections 
are filed, said administrator will be appointed to administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary acts for the estate. Upon completion of the administra-
tion, the administrator shall file a final account for the allowance and shall distribute the 
estate to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.
	 Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said 
estate are required to present the same to said administrator or to the Court Admin-
istrator within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.

Date: July 21, 2021	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 Judge of District Court
	 	 	 	 /s/ Natalie Reisch
Jennifer L. Eisma-Reinke	 	 	 Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner	 	
Eisma and Eisma
130 East Main
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-4828
I.D. #389457

(07-29, 08-05)

City of Luverne seeks 
bids by Aug. 12 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
	 Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Luverne, Minnesota, at the City 
Offices, 305 E Luverne St., P.O. Box 659, Luverne, MN 56156-0659, until 1:30 P.M, 
on August 12, 2021, for Furnishing Three-Phase Padmount Transformers for the City 
of Luverne. At said time and place, the bids shall be publicly opened and read aloud.
	 The equipment required as follows:
	 •	One  ( 1 )  New  8400  kVA  65 °C  p admoun t  t r a n s f o rme r , 
	 24.94 kV GRD Y/14.4 kV to 12.47 kV GRD Y/7.2 kV
	 •	One  ( 1 )  New  5600  kVA  65 °C  p admoun t  t r a n s f o rme r ,
 	 24.94 kV GRD Y/14.4 kV to    2.4 kV Delta 
	 The above equipment shall be in accordance with the specifications and 
proposed form of contract now on file in the office of the City of Luverne, Minnesota, 
by this reference made a part hereof as though fully set out and incorporated herein.
	 Suppliers desiring a copy of the project documents for individual use may obtain 
them from the office of DGR Engineering, Rock Rapids, Iowa, telephone (712) 472-2531, 
fax (712) 472-2710, web site www.dgr.com, e-mail dgr@dgr.com, no deposit required.
	 Each bid shall be made on bid form furnished by the Engineer and shall be 
accompanied by bid security in the form of a certified check or bid bond, made 
payable to the City of Luverne, in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the bid, which 
security becomes the property of the City in the event the successful bidder fails 
to enter into a contract and post satisfactory performance and payment bonds.
	 Payment to the Supplier for the equipment will be made from cash on hand 
or such other funds that legally may be used or obtained for such purposes. Pay-
ment to the Supplier for new equipment shall be made on the basis of one-hundred 
percent (100%) upon the delivery of the equipment within thirty-one (31) days.
	 All materials shall be delivered per the dates set in the Specifications.
	 The City reserves the right to defer acceptance of any proposal for a period not 
to exceed thirty (30) days after the date proposals are received and no proposal may 
be withdrawn during this period. The City also reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and enter into such contract as it shall deem to be in the best interest of the City.
	 Dated this 5th day of August, 2021.

CITY OF LUVERNE, MINNESOTA
	 	 	 	             By /s/ Jessica Mead	
	 	 	 	 	   City Clerk

(08-05)

City Planning Commission 
hearing set for Aug. 16 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, by the City Planning Commission that a public hearing 
will be held commencing at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, August 16, 2021. The purpose of the 
hearing is to rule and make recommendation to the Luverne City Council on the following:
	 1. Requested conditional use permit (CUP) application submitted by Cleveringa 
	 Construction, for construction of a twin home, located at 101 W Brown 
	 Street (20-1700-000), in D-Downtown Zoning District, City of Luverne, 
	 Minnesota.
	 All persons desiring to be heard on these matters should be present at the hearing or 
present written comments prior to the hearing to the Building and Zoning Official, PO Box 659, 
Luverne, MN 56156.  Anyone needing reasonable accommodations, or an interpreter should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office, 305 East Luverne Street, Luverne, MN. (507) 449-9898
	 By order of the Luverne City Planning Commission, Luverne, Minnesota, 
this 5th day of August, 2021.

Jessica Mead
City Clerk
(08-05)

H-BC School Board 
meets July 12

Hills-Beaver Creek Dist. 671
Minutes

July 12, 2021
	 The Hills-Beaver Creek School Board met for its semi-monthly meeting
at 7:00 p.m in the H-BC Secondary School Board room.
	 Board members present were Fransman, Gehrke, Harnack, Knobloch, Rauk 
and Rozeboom. Superintendent Holthaus and Business Manager Rozeboom were 
also in attendance. Board member Bosch and Principal Kellenberger were absent.
	 Motion by Rozeboom, second by Harnack, and carried to approve 
the agenda. Proposed Additions to agenda: 5.4. and 5.7.
	 Visitors to the meeting were Mavis Fodness of the Star Herald 
and Sheriff Evan Vanbrugge.
	 BOARD COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS:
	 -Personnel/Finance Committee 07/08, Building/Grounds 07/12
	 Motion by Knobloch, second by Rauk, and carried to approve Consent Agenda:
	 -Minutes—06/28/2021
	 -Bills
	 -Assigning Courtney Kruger as Assistant Varsity Volleyball Coach for the
	 2021-2022 School Year.
	 -Hiring Nicole Morey as Special Needs Paraprofessional for the 21-22 School
	 year.
	 -Dalton Bass Building and Grounds Director Agreement for the 2021-2022
	 School Year.
	 -Purchasing of Additional Floor Scrubber for Elementary School with Esser II
	 funds.
	 -Purchasing 26 iMac computers for the Secondary Computer Lab.
	 -Bond Interest Payment Wire August 1, 2021
	 -First Reading of Handbooks for the 2021-2022 School Year
	 -Secondary Student Handbook
	 -Elementary Student Handbook
	 -Preschool Handbook
	 -Crisis Plan
	 -Employee Handbook
	 -Non-Classified Handbook
	 -After School Enrichment/School Age Care Handbook
	 INDIVIDUAL ACTION ITEMS:
	 Motion by Fransman, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve Resolution for 
donations from Luverne Area Community Foundation and H-BC After Prom Committee.
	 Motion by Harnack, second by Knobloch, and carried to approve
MSHSL 2021 Resolution for Membership.
	 Motion by Knobloch, second by Harnack, and carried to approve adding 
part time school resource officer position during the 2021-2022 school year.
	 DISTRICT NON-ACTION ITEMS:
	 •Superintendent Report
	 •Legislative Update
	 AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING:
	 DATES TO REMEMBER:
	 -Regular Board Meeting, Wednesday, July 28-Note changed from Monday,
	 July 26
	 -Regular Board Meeting, Monday, August 8
	 Motion by Harnack, second by Fransman, and carried to approve mov-
ing to close meeting as permitted by MN Statutes, section 13D.05, subdivision 
3(a) to evaluate the performance of Todd Holthaus, District Superintendent.
	 Motion by Harnack, second by Fransman, and carried to approve
to reconvene Meeting from Closed Session.
	 Meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

Tamara Rauk, Clerk
(08-05)

                                     Week of August 1, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENTS

AUCTIONS

EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS
COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS 

Competitive wage and bene ts, meal 
allowance, paid lodging. Traveling posi-
tion for railroad vegetation control, 60-80 
hours/week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND) 
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 

HIGHWAY 59 AUCTION SERVICE
Slayton Minn. Equipment and Machinery 
Consignment. August 9, 2021; 10:00. Now 
taking consignment! Fair commissions! 
Call Jess Donkersloot: 507/370-1912
today! Website: auctionzip.com

 GUN SHOW AUGUST 13-15 
Tyson Center, Sioux City. Friday 4pm-
9pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-
3pm. Large selection of GUNS and 
AMMO for sale! More info: 563/608-4401
w w w. m a r v k r a u s p r o m o t i o n s . n e t

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR SALE GARAGE SALES

WANTED

CARDS OF THANKS

RENTALS

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Condo for sale—204 Oak 
Drive, Luverne. 952-
686-3459.            (8.5-8.7

Office space for rent at At-
las of Rock County—101 W. 
Maple Street, Luverne; 260 
sq. ft.; AC and WiFi. Call 
449-5777.          (7.22-8.12)

House For Rent: 5 bed-
rooms, 2 baths. Unattached 
double garage. On an acre-
age—west of Luverne, north 
of Beaver Creek. Call (507) 
227-7336.     (7.24-8.12)

For rent in Luverne. Two-bed-
room apartment with central 
air, on-site laundry and one-
stall garage. No pets and no 
smoking. Located in quiet area. 
507-920-0406.           (7.24-8.12) 

In search of a live-in per-
sonal care housekeeper to 
live with me. Call Donna 
507-920-0646.         (tc)

Looking for a house or acreage 
to rent in or around the Luverne 
area. I am a very clean person 
and would take good care. 
507-220-2607.   (8.5-8.21)

Fri., Aug. 6 and Sat., Aug. 7—
Two desks and folding table. 
204 Oak  Drive, Luverne.       (8.5)

Plant & Yard Sale: Lots of 
perennials, wisteria, bap-
tisias, coral bells, daylilies 
and more, along with house 
plants, paint sprayer, new In-
stant Pot, antiques and other 
household goods. Wednesday-
Saturday, Aug. 4-7, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. 301 N. Broadway Street, 
Magnolia, MN 56158. (8.5)

Full-time carpenter want-
ed. Pay based on experi-
ence. Text or call Vonnie 
at Nergaard Construction 
507-227-1113 to apply or for 
more information.          (tc)

Ellsworth Public School 
(High School and Elemen-
tary) is seeking Paraprofes-
sionals. Job requirements in-
clude working closely with 
licensed staff in the regular 
education and special educa-
tion classrooms and providing 
individual and small group 
academic and behavioral sup-
port to students. Some outdoor 
supervision of students and 
light lifting may be required.  
No experience is needed, but 
preference will be given to ap-
plicants with some training and 
experience. This position will 
be approximately 7.0 hours 
per day, 9 months per year.  
Please send a letter of interest 
and application (located on 
the school website under Dis-
trict→ District Vacancies) by 
August 9th to Darcey Groen 
at Ellsworth Public School 
via email (darcey.groen@
ellsworth.mntm.org) or mail: 
Ellsworth Public School 
513 S. Broadway St.
Ellsworth, MN 56129

(8.5-8.7)

Silo Demolition—We buy 
harvesters; we charge for 
staves. Call Dennis 507-
995-2331.        (7.31-8.19)

“In the Festival of Tabernacles, 
gather the men, women and 
children, and read Yahuah’s Sa-
cred Torah, that you may hear, 
learn and fear Yahuah your elo-
heem, and obey all the words 
of Yahuah’s Torah” (Deut. 
31:10-12). Torah keepers are 
invited to attend Yahuah’s 
Annual Sacred Festival Suk-
kot (Tabernacles) Sept. 21-28. 
Meals/housing provided. Call 
218-766-8176.       (7.31-8.5)

“For With God Nothing is Im-
possible” - Luke 1:37. It is 
hard to believe that it has been 
six months since Nora’s ac-
cident. We wanted to express 
our sincere thanks to you for 
the difference that you made 
during that very stressful time. 
Whether you offered prayers, 
provided meals, helped with 
farm chores, shared an encour-
aging word, brought gifts, con-
tributed money or simply took 
time to think of us, we are eter-
nally grateful. Due to God’s mi-
raculous work and the prayers 
of many, Nora is doing abso-
lutely fantastic and will soon 
celebrate her 4th birthday!
Ted, Deann, Nora and Mara
Matthiesen (and baby due 

November 2021)
(7.31-8.5)

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get 
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE 
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
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CLINICAL DIRECTOR OPENING 
 
Are you interested in joining a strong, client focused team that prides themselves 
 in serving clients to the best of their ability?  If so, we are looking for You! 
 Western Mental Health Center in Marshall, MN is looking for a licensed 
 Clinical Director. 
 
This position will oversee the outpatient mental health services in a Rule 29  
Certified Community Behavioral Health Care Clinic.  Responsibilities include  
monitoring client care, improving access, quality assurance and clinical  
supervision.  The position will carry a small caseload. 
 
Our clinic offers a rewarding career with excellent work/life balance, generous 
 paid time-off and flexible scheduling as well as an excellent salary and  
benefit package. 
                              WESTERN MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
               Interested candidates should email resume and cover letter to: 
                                            kchristians@wmhcinc.org 
 
 

 

 

 

School Linked/Family Practitioner-SLMH 
WESTERN MENTAL HEALTH CENTER - Marshall, MN 
We are adding licensed providers or Master's level Children’s 
Family Mental Health Practitioners to provide services in the 
schools and in home counseling to families and children. Must 
have experience working with children and families with mental 
health issues. 
Current openings in Murray & Lincoln Counties. You will be part of 
an interdisciplinary team.  
Clinical trainee on track for  
licensure preferred. 
 Supervision provided. 
Company car available. 
NHSC Loan Repayment sites 
Competitive salary and benefits. 

 If interested please e-mail your resume to Kimberly Christians at: 
KChristians@wmhcinc.org 

Or Apply Online at www.wmhcinc.org/careers 
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