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Adrian and Ellsworth compete for ‘most patriotic city’ to lift spirits ... See Page 6

Photos and text by Mavis Fodness
Teachers and staff of Hills-Beaver Creek Public Schools 

took to the streets Friday afternoon in a “Teacher Parade” 
through the district’s communities.

The group of almost 50 district employees climbed into 
about 30 personal vehicles and four school buses for the 
drive through Steen, Beaver Creek and Hills.

The event took about an hour to complete.
“We miss your faces!” 

was a theme for the parade 
organized by the secondary 
school staff.

Math teacher Nora 
Wysong was one of the 
organizers.

“We felt it was impor-
tant to let students know 
how much we missed 
them,” she said. “We de-
cided, ‘Why not a ‘Honk 
Parade’ and brighten their 
day.”

Under the district’s distance learning plan, teachers 
have been talking with students through computers using 

‘We miss your faces’

Community partners launch #strongertogether ‘Rock Solid’ campaign

School parade brightens spirits in Hills, Beaver Creek, Steen

when stay-at-home orders are lifted. 
“It’s a way to drive people to our 

local businesses,” said Chamber 
Director Jane Wildung Lanphere. 

“I don’t want people shopping on 
Amazon. I want them to shop here.”

As part of the campaign, the lo-
cal partners started a “Share the Luv 
Fund” that will kick in extra money for 
businesses for each set of gift cards 
purchased.

“We have different state and fed-

eral aid coming down the road, but 
the goal is to inject much needed 
cash flow into our local Rock County 
businesses right now,” Lanphere said. 

The way it works, the “Share the 
Luv” fund will give $25 extra for each 
$100 in gift cards purchased, $50 extra 
for each $300 purchased and $100 ex-
tra for each $500 purchased until the 
Share the LUV Fund money is gone.  

“If it isn’t all gone, we will sched-
ule another sales drive for later June, 

July, August etc. until all the funds are 
gone,” Lanphere said. 

On Friday, she received two 
pledges of $10,000 each for the 
matching campaign, which has a 
goal of raising $40,000 between May 
18 and June 5.  

A live KQAD/KLQL radiothon 
will be at 10 a.m. Monday, May 18, 
when buyers will have a chance to 
purchase gift cards from the local 
businesses, and Share the Luv fund 

will kick in extra cash to help the 
merchants. 

There is no cost for businesses 
to participate and the Chamber and 
partners are not taking any proceeds. 

“We hope that this campaign helps our 
local businesses during this challeng-
ing time,” Lanphere said.

But businesses do need to sign up 
in order to be part of the #stronger-

Mavis Fodness photos/0430 HBC Teacher Parade
Four school buses and 30 personal vehicles in the Hills-Beaver Creek teacher parade drove through the district communities of Steen and Beaver 
Creek and ended in Hills (pictured above). Residents lined porches, parks and boulevards to wave and hold signs to greet teachers Friday.

The Fick family of rural Hills parked near the city park in Hills where they greeted teachers 
with signs of “I love Mrs. Tollefson,” “We miss you,” and “Teachers are heroes.” Pictured 
from left are Ben, Abigail, Lily and mom, Lisa. In the inset photo, preschooler RaeLynn 
Poncelet holds a sign, “I Miss You!” to teachers as they passed through Steen.H-BC School teacher parade/continued on page 8

By Mavis Fodness
Area schools will finish the 2019-

20 school year in virtual classrooms.  
The announcement was made 

Thursday, April 23, through executive 
order by Minnesota Governor Tim 
Walz due to the continuing corona-
virus pandemic. 

“To preserve the health, safety and 
lives of Minnesotans, it is necessary to 
extend the distance learning period 
of all Minnesota school districts and 
charter schools for the remainder of 

the 2019-20 school calendar year,” the 
order read.

Luverne Superintendent Craig 
Oftedahl clarified the decision in a 
letter to parents shortly after Walz’ 
April 23 announcement.

“This means that students will 
not be returning to the school build-
ing this spring, but will continue to 
share content and materials through 
our distance learning programs,” Of-
tedahl wrote.

No virtual classes will be con-

ducted Friday and Monday as 
teachers prepare for the final three 
weeks of the school year beginning 
on Tuesday.

Classes will end May 22 with 
commencement ceremonies still 
taking place two days later.

“Graduation will be held in some 
format on May 24,” Oftedahl wrote. 

“Details concerning the format will 
be determined over the next couple 

By Mavis Fodness
Local livestock producers have 

permission to exceed their feedlot 
capacity permit, if needed, due to 
coronavirus outbreaks shutting down 
meat processing plants.

 Rock County commissioners on 
April 21 approved a resolution — The 
Rock County Feedlot Permit Relief 
for 2020 – that allows local feedlots 
to exceed maximum capacities up 
to 90 days. 

The shortage of the operation 
of pork and beef processors has left 
thousands of live market hogs and 
cattle in area barns and feedlots with 
no place to go.

The relief applies to all of Rock 
County’s 620 feedlots, but producers 
must apply for it online, according 
to Doug Bos, Rock County’s feedlot 
officer.

“Basically, it (the permit relief 
resolution) gives a 45-day ‘pass’ to 

exceed their registered or permitted 
animal unit numbers,” he said. 

“This also allows a 45-day ‘pass’ 
on zoning requirements to tempo-
rarily exceed conditional use permit 
thresholds.”

Producers must request the 
“pass” or waiver, which is automati-
cally granted, by sending an email 
to MPCA.COVID19REGFLEX@state.

School year ends virtually; grad dates set

County relaxes feedlot capacity restrictions

By Mavis Fodness
Dreams of a Rock Ranch in-

door arena are becoming a reality 
as builders lift the rafters into place 
this week.

Dan and Marie LaRock began 
their equine therapy program in 
2016, and for the past two years, 
they dreamed of an indoor facility 
to avoid weather-related program 
cancelations.

Seven months ago they began 
a pledge campaign for a $680,000 
indoor arena. Today, the steering 
committee is $40,000 from reach-
ing its goal.

“We are very humbled by the 
generosity of our entire region,” 
Dan LaRock said. 

“We have more than 60 donors 
to the campaign. They live all over 
the Upper Midwest — Minnesota, 
Iowa, South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Nebraska and Montana.” 

Last fall, concrete footings 
were poured for the 80-by-300-foot 

building that includes the riding 
arena, five horse stalls, a confer-
ence room, offices, restrooms and 
a handicap-accessible viewing 
platform.

A new 60-by-100-foot outdoor 
arena is also planned on the six 
acres the LaRocks have devoted to 
the ranch’s expansion.

Marie works full time with 
Rock Ranch, and Dan, who works 
with SilverStone Group, Sioux Falls, 
does the ranch’s finances.

Seven other individuals serve 

Rock Ranch raises funds 
to raise roof on arena

By Lori Sorenson
The coronavirus pandemic is 

crushing economies all over the globe, 
as well as right here in Rock County.

That’s why the Chamber and 
the city of Luverne are partnering 
with local media — the Star Herald 
and radio station — to launch a 
gift card campaign this week called 
#strongertogether – Rock Solid.

The idea is for customers to buy 
gift cards now to use in the future 

Rock County 
numbers 
slowly rise
Eight residents as of 
Tuesday confirmed 
to have coronavirus
By Lori Sorenson

As Rock County’s confirmed 
coronavirus cases still number in the 
single digits, its neighboring counties 
to the east and west are reporting 
rapidly rising cases.

As of Tuesday morning, Rock 
County had eight cases, but Minne-
haha is up to 1,939 and Nobles has 
477, both stemming from outbreaks 
in meat processing plants in Sioux 
Falls and Worthington.

While it appears Rock County is 
an oasis in between, local health pro-
fessionals and emergency respond-
ers urge residents to remain vigilant 
about social distancing.

“We are not immune,” said 
Tammy Loosbrock, CEO of Sanford 
Luverne. “It will be coming and we 
will see our numbers go up as well.”

She said the hospital and other 
local members of Rock County’s 
emergency response have been 
preparing and training for weeks, but 
all cases will have better outcomes if 
medical workers aren’t overwhelmed 
with numbers all at once.

“It’s important to remember all 
the principles that we’ve been stress-
ing to prevent spread,” Loosbrock 
said, referring to social distancing 
and frequent hand washing.

“Also, it’s important to wear a 
cloth mask when you’re out in stores 
and anywhere you can’t socially 
distance.”

While Sanford Luverne con-
tinues to test patients based on the 
department of health criteria, an 
increasing source of frustration is 
access to accurate data to track the 

Coronavirus/continued on page 3

Rock Ranch arena/see page 3

“We are very humbled 
by the generosity of 
our entire region.” 

—Dan LaRock, 
Rock Ranch

Feedlot capacity/see page 3

School year ends virtually/see p. 5

#strongertogether/see page 2
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Community calendar

together gift card campaign. 
T h e y  n e e d  t o  c a l l 

the  Chamber, 507-283-4061, 
or email  luvernechamber@
co.rock.mn.us. “We need to 
put this campaign together 
very quickly,” Lanphere said. 

“We want all Rock County 

A note about community events:
The Announcer and Star Herald will not list the activi-

ties and events that are canceled; it is assumed that most 
planned gatherings are canceled, per CDC mandates for 
safe social distancing. However individual inquiries should 
be directed toward appropriate planners. See www.star-
herald.com, for the latest coronavirus coverage.

Blood drive May 5 near Valley Springs
The Community Blood Bank will accept donations 

from 2 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 5, at Beaver Valley Lutheran 
Church in Valley Springs. Because of social distancing re-
quirements, donations are accepted by appointment only. 
Sign up at www.cbblifeblood.org. Click “news” to find the 
Beaver Valley blood drive information and appointment 
link. Call the Community Blood Bank at 1-877-877-3070.

Beaver Creek Township meets May 11
Beaver Creek Township Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. 

Monday, May 11, via Zoom (in order to accommodate so-
cial distancing to prevent the spread of COVD19). Anyone 
interested in joining the meeting through Zoom should 
contact the township clerk at 507-227-2061. 

Community Ed Summer Brochure
The Luverne Community Ed Summer Brochure was 

distributed in the April 26 Luverne Announcer.  Peruse the 
pages but WAIT to register until the Governor lifts restric-
tions.   Things may change.  Community Education will be 
following the state/school guidelines.  Watch for future an-
nouncements on website, Facebook, newspaper and radio. 

Help with coronavirus challenges
In response to residents and organizations over-

whelmed by challenges related to the coronavirus, the 
Luverne Area Chamber is lining up volunteers to shop and/
or deliver for those individuals who are unable to leave 
their homes. The intent is to coordinate this as a service 
to residents supporting our local businesses. A protocol 
will minimize contact between volunteers and people 
requesting services. To join the list of volunteers, call the 
Chamber at (507)-283-4061.

Hospice dinner and auction rescheduled
Sanford Luverne Hospice Dinner and Auction sched-

uled for April 18 has been rescheduled for Saturday, Aug. 
29. Ticketholders should save their tickets to use then. 
Raffle drawings for the Blue Mound Quilters quilt and the 
cash raffle have been rescheduled for Aug. 29 also. Call 
the Hospice office at 507-283-1895 or email Helen Saum 
at helen.saum@sanfordhealth.org with questions.

businesses to participate and 
hope that we can sell $100,000 
in gift cards or certificates.”

The telethon will also be 
promoted through the Cham-
ber, Star Herald and KQAD/
KLQL in print, on air and 
online through June 5. 

People can order gift cards 
or certificates from the Cham-
ber through the mail, email or 
by calling 507-283-4061. After 
June 5, staff will contact mer-
chants with the total number 
of $25 gift cards purchased 
from their businesses and 

the Chamber will arrange pick-
up and payment of those cards 
by check through the Chamber 
office. “Our goal is to have a 
check in your hand and all gift 
cards mailed out to purchasers 
by June 12,” Lanphere wrote in 
a letter to businesses.

By Lori Sorenson
	 W h e n  t h e  L u v e r n e 
Area Community Founda-
tion set up the Covid-19 
Help Fund last month, di-
rector Emily Crabtree knew  
the funds were needed to help 
people, but she had no idea how 
the community would respond 
with donations.
	 Her goal was $100,000. “We 
figured go big,” Crabtree said, 
and she’s already halfway.
	 “The donations have come 
from people with a desire to 
help,” she said.  “People who 
have a little or more than a little  
extra to set aside for needs that 
will come in the months ahead.”
	 After launching the cam-
paign at the start of April, Crab-
tree said she’s fielded phone calls 
about the fund asking how LACF  
plans to use it, and those inqui-
ries were followed up with gifts.  

	 “People have written notes 
with their mailed checks with 
sincere thanks for taking care of 
our community and they hope  
this gift will help,” she said. 
	 “The needs around Covid-19 
aren’t going to go away soon; in 
fact they will likely linger into 
the fall with the potential for a  
second wave.    We hope that 
through our ‘GoBig’ Commu-
nity Crisis fund we will have the 
means to help our community  
and its residents get through 
this.  We are in this together.”
	 To donate to the fund, go to 
www.luvacf.org or mail a check 
to LACF (memo Covid-19) at 
PO Box 623, Luverne.  LACF is a 
registered 501c3 and donations 
are tax deductible.
	 Organizations that qualify 
for keeping the communities of 
Rock County stable should con-
tact LACF about potential needs  
for the coming months due to 
unforeseen stresses on pro-
gramming.
	 The first grants will be ad-
ministered as needs arise in May.
	 So far, the LACF received a 
$20,000 grant from the Minne-
sota Council of Foundations Di-
saster Relief Fund and accepted  
local donations of nearly 
$23,000.
	 This, combined with a spe-
cial “Signs of Gratitude” cam-

paign, brings the total so far 
to more than $43,000 for the  
Community Crisis Fund for pub-
lic emergency Covid-19 help. 
 
Signs of gratitude
	 “Signs of Gratitude” that are 
popping up on lawns and bou-
levards around Rock County 
are what Crabtree calls “an  
opportunity to create commu-
nity support in a time when you 
feel a little or lot helpless.”
	 She said the idea came from 
her own personal “meltdown” 
one day as the mom of a senior 
high school student, wife and  
sister of health care workers, 
sister-in-law of an essential 
worker and as a “hardy Minne-
sotan” sheltering at home.
	 “Hence my meltdown,” 
Crabtree said. “But the one thing 
I did know I could do is say thank 
you. Thank you to health care  
workers, our essential workers 
and all those who are working 
hard to stay socially distant.”
	 She noticed a social media 
post about gratitude through 
signs. 
	 “I have a senior sign in my 
yard, and each time I drive by 
it, it makes me feel good that 
someone remembered that a  
senior lives here who may be 
struggling with disappoint-
ments,” Crabtree said.

	 “Maybe ‘Signs of Gratitude’ 
could do the same thing.”
	 She enlisted the help of 
Mark and Annie Opitz at Qual-
ity Printing and launched the 
Signs of Gratitude Campaign 
to thank essential workers and 
encourage social distancing.
	 Five dollars of every $20 
sign purchased is donated to 
the Community  Crisis  Fund  at 
LACF to help with future needs.
	 They can be ordere d 
on the Qual i t y  Print ing 
w eb si te  a t  h tt p s : / / q u a l i -
typrinting.presswise.com/
catalog/?g=11&y=1057.
	 In the first round of or-
ders 82 signs were sold. 

“The vision of yards filled with 
messages of hope and grati-
tude has begun,” Crabtree said.  

“Hopefully making those they  
are meant for feel the support 
they need to continue through 
every day.”
	 The second round of sign 
orders are due May 6. “We hope 
to double the order and have 
signs in all eight communities 
in our county.” Crabtree said. 
	 “If we can do nothing else, 
we can always say thank you.”
	 For questions about Signs 
of Gratitude or about the Com-
munity Crisis Fund, call LACF 
at 507-220-2424 or email  
emily@luvacf.org.

Signs of Gratitude support community crisis fund

#strongertogether Rock Solid campaign/continued from page 1

Temperatures reached the upper 70s for several days in a row this past week, 
and area farmers took advantage of warming soil to get a big chunk of spring 
planting done. Curt Sandbulte, with his daughter, Alena, in the buddy seat plants 
a field near Beaver Creek Wednesday just north of the Palisade Lutheran Church 
west cemetery. Many farm operators have said soil conditions this spring are 
fit for planting across southern and western Minnesota; but, persistent cool soil 
had been a concern prior to mid April. 			           (Lori Sorenson photos)

Planting season spurred by 
sunshine, warm temps
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By Mavis Fodness
Local property taxes are 

due May 15, and penalties 
will still be imposed for late 
payments, according to Rock 
County Auditor Treasurer 
Ashley Kurtz.

She said state officials re-
cently notified county auditors 
the annual payment date will 
not change amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“May 15 has to stay the date,” 
said auditor Ashley Kurtz.

However, counties can 
choose to waive or lessen nor-
mal late fees.

First half payments in Rock 
County will face the same late 
penalties as in the past, commis-
sioners decided unanimously at 
their April 21 meeting.

“Property owners already 
planned on paying this,” said 

Commissioner Stan Williamson
Kurtz confirmed many first 

half property taxes, especially 
escrow payments, have already 
been received in the auditor’s 
office.

Once the May 15 taxes are 
collected, the auditor’s office 
divides the money between the 
county, cities, school districts 
and local townships for their 
2020 operating budgets.

Property owners may still 
request an abatement on late 
tax penalties; however, commis-
sioners have declined requests 
in the past unless the payment 
was postmarked before the due 
date when delivered by the post 
office.

Payment of second half 
property taxes due this fall may 
be handled differently, accord-
ing to board discussion.

on the Rock Ranch steering commit-
tee, which has fundraising help from 
15 additional volunteers.

In October they kicked off the 
capital campaign with fundraising 
calls, grant writing and presenta-
tions to prospective donors.  

The campaign recently received 
a pledge of $125,000.

“We have actually received two 
total gifts at that level during the 
campaign,” Dan said.

Once the campaign is finished, 
the LaRocks plan to release a full list 
of the donors.

Programming set to 
begin in a month

The new facility will open this 
summer for the ranch’s three pro-
grams — Ride Rock Ranch Program 
for youth, the equine assisted psy-
chology (EAP) program and Senior 
Saddles.

“We will be starting our summer 
programming in June this year,” Ma-
rie said. “Our summer schedule is 
nearly full for our Ride Rock Ranch 
Program, with just a few openings 
left in August.” 

The equine assisted psychology 
(EAP) program contracts with two 
mental health professionals with an 
additional equine specialist joining 
the program this summer. 

The EAP uses the Eagala model 
of therapy, which has openings for 
use by local mental health providers 
and other seeking this service.

“We see opportunity for our 
counseling program to grow,” she 
said.

The ranch’s third and final 
program, Senior Saddles, has no 
scheduled sessions this spring.

It’s for adults 55 and older to 
participate in equine-related activi-
ties with a focus on senior groups 
from retirement communities, 
assisted living centers and nursing 
homes.

“Our Senior Saddles program 
is on hold until our nation can get 
through the COVID pandemic,” 
Marie said.

Plans are also in the works for 
fall and winter Ride Rock Ranch les-
sons to start in October by continu-
ing a partnership through com-
munity education for the horseback 
riding lessons.

For individuals who own their 
own horses, the ranch is making 
open riding times available.

“Eventually we would like to 
offer clinics on several topics of 
equine training to the public,” she 
said. “We anticipate our growth in 
sessions and services to increase 

virus spread.
For one thing, because 

tests are still in short supply 
in many areas, not everyone 
gets tested (they have to meet 
MDH criteria), and positive 
cases often take several days 
to get reported. 

 “I’m frustrated about the 
reporting part of it,” said Rock 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Kyle Oldre.

But he concedes that local 
response is the same regard-
less. “Keep your social dis-
tance and wear masks when 
you’re out and about.”

He did mention a few 
encouraging developments in 
the past several days.

Out-of-state health care 
licensure approved

Gov. Tim Walz on Satur-
day signed Executive Order 20-
46, authorizing certain out-of-
state health care professionals 
to provide aid in Minnesota 
during the COVID-19 peace-
time emergency. 

  “That’s a really big deal 
for us,” Oldre said. “I appreci-
ated that.”

He said he’s still con-
cerned about pharmacists 
and other professionals not 
included in the order, but it 
addresses immediate staffing 
concerns. 

“If we have staff get sick, 
the most likely source for us 
is 25 miles to the west, not 200 
miles to the north.”

According to the gover-
nor’s order, virus hot spots in 
Minnesota risk overwhelming 
local health care providers, 
and long-term care facilities 
are facing critical staffing 
shortages. 

Executive Order 20-46 
allows hospitals and care 
providers the flexibility to 
temporarily hire qualified 
professionals who would oth-
erwise be required to obtain 
a license from the Minnesota 
Board of Medical Practice or 
the Minnesota Board of Nurs-
ing to provide intensive care 
services and meet the health 
care needs of Minnesotans.

Minnesota Healthcare 
Call Center available

Another positive develop-
ment over the past few days 
is the Minnesota Healthcare 
Call Center, which organizes 
a statewide pool of available 
nurses and trained profes-
sionals to provide emergency 
staffing in nursing homes and 
care facilities.

“I don’t know how much 
that will affect us here, but 
at least we have folks who 
have experience who could 
come and help us,” Oldre said. 

“That’s a real important piece 
for everyone, especially if staff 
get sick.”

If an outbreak occurs at a 
long-term care facility where 
staff members also get sick, the 
facility may find itself unable 
to care for residents.

The Minnesota Health-
care Resource Call Center, as 
it’s called, also coordinates 
resources among facilities to 
support resident care. 

For example, it matches 
acute care facilities looking for 
beds with facilities that have 
open beds available. 

The state of Minnesota 
updates coronavirus data daily 
at https://www.health.state.
mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/
situation.html#map1. 

For South Dakota, see 
https://doh.sd.gov/news/
Coronavirus.aspx#SD

mn.us.
Requests can be complet-

ed by individuals or grouped 
by company. 

Among other information 
requested online, producers 
must provide that the site:

•has adequate storage 
capacity for the additional 
manure that may be generated. 

•has adequate land avail-
able to apply manure at agro-
nomic rates.

•can meet all applicable 
setbacks during manure ap-
plication.

Records must be kept 
referencing the number of 
animals, when they arrived 
and when they left, for each 
feedlot.

Currently, each feedlot is 
assigned a maximum animal 
unit threshold, which can-
not be exceeded without re-
registering or re-permitting 
with the Rock County Land 
Management Office. 

The Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency contracts with 
the LMO annually to enforce 
regulations for feedlots under 
the 999 animal unit threshold. 

MPCA regulates feedlots 
over 999 animal units.

An animal unit ranges 
from 1.4 (a mature dairy cow) 

to 0.003 for a chicken under 5 
pounds. In Rock County the 
average feedlot is permitted 
for 300 to 720 animal units, 
according to Bos.

Feedlot operators who do 
not submit a request for per-
mit relief could face enforce-
ment action if they exceed 
their permitted animal units.

All applicants receive 
email approval, a copy of 
which is sent to respective 
counties’ feedlot officers.

During the waiver period, 
feedlot owners or managers 
must try to reduce animal 
units on site to the permit 
levels as soon as practically 
possible.

The first waiver is for 45 
days or until June 1 with the 
possibility of applying for an 
additional 45 days.

“We are not sure how this is 
all going to turn out,” Bos said.

Originally the relief was 
only for hog producers, but 
with regional beef packing 
plants ceasing operations due 
to the coronavirus outbreak, 
cattle producers were also 
included.

“They (MPCA) will handle 
the relief requests in the same 
way as hogs,” Bos said.

Local property taxes 
still due by May 15

Coronavirus cases/from page 1
 “That’s a really 
big deal for us. 
If we have staff 

get sick, the most 
likely source for us 
is 25 miles to the 

west, not 200 miles 
to the north.”

— Kyle Oldre, 
Rock County Emergency 

Management director

Feedlot capacity/from page 1

appropriately with our ability to 
provide services year-round.”

Donations roll in for operations
To operate a summer program 

for Rock Ranch, organizers need an 
operating budget of almost $40,000.

On #Giving Tuesday, an online 
fundraising event through Face-
book, Rock Ranch set a goal of 
$5,000 and received almost $11,000 
for horse care and other related 
expenses. 

“We also raise operational 
money to help provide scholar-
ships for riders and those who need 
mental health support,” Dan said. 

“New equipment will include an ac-
cessible lift for persons with limited 
mobility. We will also need a new 
arena rake, and riding equipment 
for both the indoor and outdoor 
arenas.”

Last year the ranch’s eight 
horses were shown to 278 visitors 
and used in 122 sessions, a 144-per-
cent growth in four years.

On average, one horse costs 
between $1,200 and $1,500 for feed 
and care each year.

“The budget will certainly grow 
as we move to a year-round opera-
tion,” Dan said.

Donations accepted at riderock-

ranch.org
Rock Ranch is a nonprofit chari-

table organization. All contributions 
are tax deductible. More information 
and how to donate is available at the 
ranch’s website, riderockranch.org.

Individuals and/or groups can 
sponsor a rider or horse as well as 
still contribute to the indoor arena 
capital campaign.

“We are humbled and thrilled 
that our broader communities linked 
arms with us to bring Rock Ranch 
arena to life so quickly,” Dan said. 

“The project and the programs 
are so worth it for our region. Rock 
Ranch is excited to serve children, 
our senior population and people 
who need mental health support for 
years to come.” 

About Rock Ranch
Founded in 2016 by the LaRock 

Family, Rock Ranch provides op-
portunities for persons to improve 
themselves physically, cognitively, 
socially and psychologically while 
learning horsemanship in a Christ-
filled setting. 

The ranch is located west of Hills. 
They are members of PATH In-

ternational (Professional Association 
of Therapeutic Horsemanship) and 
Eagala (Equine Assisted Growth and 
Learning Association).

Rock Ranch nears fundraising goals for new arena/from page 1

Mavis Fodness photo/0430 Rock Ranch Update
As construction continues in the background at Rock Ranch west of Hills for a new indoor arena, Dan and Marie LaRock 
(far left) work with volunteers Monday to prepare the ranch and its horses for the 2020 therapy sessions. From left are 
Dan and Marie LaRock and volunteers Lisa Dinger, Alexis Gardner-Swenson, Dolores Bundeson, Sylvia Fick, Michaela 
Abels and Gus Jacobson. The organization hopes to be in operation this summer for youth programs.

Mavis Fodness photo/0430 Rock Ranch Update
Workers with Balster Construction of Pipestone put rafters into place Monday 
for the new indoor arena at Rock Ranch. Volunteers with the nonprofit equine 
therapy organization kicked off a capital campaign in October and, as of Friday, 
are $40,000 from the $680,000 goal.
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Guest Editorial

the Outdoors

 By Scott Rall, columnist

In other 
words

 By Jason Berghorst, 
reporter

Earlier this month, Minnesota 
Governor Walz reported that two-
thirds of police calls over the weekend 
were related to domestic violence. 

As individuals are coping with 
the uncertainty of the COVID- 19 
virus, loss of income and staying 
in their homes, the stress can be 
overwhelming. Abusers often resort 
to the use of manipulation, power, 
control and violence, correlating to 
higher incidence of sexual assault 
and exploitation. 

In Southwest Minnesota, the 
rural landscape already lends itself to 
isolation. Add to that calls for social 
distancing and stay-at-home orders, 
and there is a perfect storm for esca-
lating instances of both domestic and 
sexual violence. 

The staff and advocates at the 
Southwest Crisis Center provide 
critical assistance to individuals 
experiencing domestic and sexual 
violence and as critical sector work-
ers, will continue to provide those 
services throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness 

Month, and while we’re certainly 
drawing attention to that abuse, we’re 
also preparing to help those who 
might be in a vulnerable situation 
due to domestic concerns.

We know that the stay-at-home 
order and this time of uncertainty is 
going to increase anxiety, anger and 
frustration and when that happens, 
individuals and families are at risk of 
physical harm at the hands of others.

The Southwest Crisis Center is 
raising awareness this month about 
sexual assault and how communities 
can respond to reduce the occurrence 
or to encourage reporting and sup-
port. Survivors of sexual assault or 
domestic violence have access to a 
24-hour safe line to report incidents 

or seek resources. 
It’s important to believe some-

one when they disclose that they 
have experienced sexual violence. 
You can be aware of how your friends 
and family are behaving and be 
supportive. 

Often the best thing someone 
can hear is, “I believe you. Thank 
you for sharing.”

We’re here to help those who 
experience sexual violence.” 

Southwest Crisis Center serves 
residents of Jackson, Cottonwood, No-
bles, Rock, and Pipestone counties who 
are or have been victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, sex trafficking, 
sexual harassment, stalking, and child 
abuse. Visit www.mnswcc.org 

Many 
of us are 
spending 
more time 
at home 
now than 
ever before. 

Global 
pandemics 
of highly 
infectious diseases with no 
known treatment or vaccine 
tend to have that effect, I guess. 

In mid-March, most of our 
lives were changed in ways 
that are pretty hard to believe. 

When the students left 
school on March 16, it was not 
a good feeling. 

Bringing everything to 
my house that I needed to 
teach from home was an even 
weirder feeling. 

When I got my home office 
set up and started to see some 
students and colleagues again 
over Zoom conferences, it felt 
a little better. 

But recording videos of 
myself teaching and having 95 
percent of all communication 
done via email is no way to do 
my job. 

When people ask me how 
distance learning is going, my 
standard reply is, “Better than I 
expected,” which is true. 

But it’s still not very much 
fun. 

While I’m definitely get-
ting more used to this new 
normal, I’m also sick of it. 

I’m homesick. 
Yes, you read that right. 
After being at home almost 

non-stop for six weeks, I’d say 
I’m homesick. 

I’m sick of being at home. 
But I’m also missing other 

“homes.” 
Think of the old saying, 

“Home is where the heart is.” 
Indeed, home is more 

than just the house I live in. 
For me, my classroom full 

of students and school full of 
co-workers is also home. 

Supporting students at 
spring sports, concerts, and 
especially graduation also feels 

like home. 
And I’m sure missing those 

things, like so many of you are. 
Being at church is like be-

ing at home for me. I miss that 
home and the people there. 

I suppose the list could go 
on, but you get the point. 

And maybe you’re a little 
homesick, too.

Homesick for the places 
and people outside of home 
that make life meaningful and 
enjoyable. 

While technology allows 
me to teach, talk to students, 
attend meetings, worship, and 
see friends and family over the 
computer screen, it’s no cure 
for my homesickness. 

If you’re like me, you’ve 
been keeping a mental list 
of all the things you took for 
granted and promising not to 
do so when they return. 

Maybe we’re all realizing 
how many “homes” we really 
have. 

While it might be a while 
until we can safely return to 
our other homes, recognizing 
the value they have in our lives 
is a good first step in treating 
this homesickness. 

Being grateful for the 
blessings that I still have, espe-
cially my good health, helps a 
lot, too. 

The forced separation that 
has caused my homesickness 
has, and continues to be, a 
necessary and valuable thing. 

Not only has it slowed the 
spread of the virus, saved lives, 
and given our medical provid-
ers valuable time to prepare, 
it’s helped me realize what 
really matters. 

And I can’t wait to go 
home again. 

‘Homesick’ at home

If home is where the heart is,
I’m homesick for other

meaningful places in my life

Covid-19 brings an increase in sexual assault, 
sexual exploitation, and domestic violence 

Local organization, Southwest Crisis Center, offers support and resources 

By Sara Wahl, Executive Director of Southwest Crisis Center

One of the most misunderstood 
wildlife habitat management prac-
tices is spring burning of grasslands. 
I get calls all the time, and have for 
the past 20 years, with folks all upset 
about wildlife management agencies 
burning all the nests of pheasants, 
ducks and other ground-nesting 
songbirds.

I liken burning of grasslands to 
when you can finally get out in the 
spring, everybody rakes their yards 
and applies fertilizer to stimulate the 
growth of their yard grass. At the same 
time, they apply different chemicals 
to reduce weeds and prohibit the 
germination of crabgrass.

All of this work is done in an at-
tempt to make the curbside appeal of 
their homes. Others water regularly 
and often only on odd-even watering 
days. These are the proper methods 
to achieve these desired lawn goals.

Burning grasslands does many of 
the same things as lawn care.

There are two basic kinds of 
grasses: cool season and warm sea-
son. Cool season grasses are the ones 
that will green up in the spring first. 
The most common cool season grass 
that you see in wildlife lands is called 
smooth bromegrass. 

The problem with this grass is 
that, although it works well for nest-
ing, it doesn’t provide much shelter 
for wildlife when the snow flies. If 
you get half inch of snow and a wind, 
this grass will lie as flat as a pancake 
and then provide no winter cover of 

any kind of wildlife. The second big 
drawback to smooth bromegrass is 
that as a cool season grass it greens 
up first and will grow 10 inches 
tall before any of the warm season 
grasses even begin to grow. 

Soil temperatures need to reach 
at least 65 degrees before warm sea-
son grasses get growing. This delay 
gives the cool season grasses such 
a big head start every year that they 
can and do choke out the desirable 
warm season species.

A field of perfectly mixed warm 

season grasses, which stand up great 
in the winter winds and snow, but 
with no management over a period 
of 10 years, won’t last because the 
cold season grasses will choke out 
the warm season varieties. The inva-
sive cool season smooth bromegrass 
completely dominates a site within 
a decade.

Burning the grass in the spring 
singes off the growing bromegrass 
and turns the ground black. This 
black ground absorbs the sunlight 
and heats the soil in a very short time. 
The result is the warm season grasses 
will start growing about 30 days ear-
lier then they normally would. 

The jumpstart of the desirable 
warm season grasses sets back the 
undesirable smooth bromegrass. 
Fire also burns the many small vol-
unteer trees that like to overgrow 
grassland habitats. Trees in grass-
lands reduce nesting cover and make 
grassland habitats less productive.

But what about the wildlife 
nests?

Spring burning is a short-term 
pain for a much higher long-term 
gain. You do burn some nests and 
those birds will have to re-nest in a 
different location. This is why experts 
never burn the entire spot. Usually 
about 30 percent of an area is burned, 
leaving lots of other nesting grass for 
the nests that were not destroyed.  
Burning is not completed after May 
20, a date before the peak of the nest-
ing efforts begin. 

So, the next time you see a spring 
fire in wildlife habitats, remember 
that the end result of that burn is 
more birds, better habitat and higher 
wildlife production overall.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is a habi-
tat conservationist, avid hunting and 
fishing enthusiast and is president 
of Nobles County Pheasants Forever. 
He can be reached at scottarall@
gmail.com.

Controlled burns in the spring provide more benefit to wildlife than harm
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On the record

By Mavis Fodness
With no students or staff in the 

Luverne Middle-High School building 
for the past six weeks, construction work-
ers are completing and starting projects 
sooner than expected.

District personnel will move back 
into offices on the newly remodeled first 
floor of the west wing next week.

The first floor west wing also includes 
new counselor suites/athletic offices, a 
portion of the new school kitchen and the 
new middle/high school principal offices.

Superintendent Craig Oftedahl 
updated board members April 23 on 
the building improvement project that 
began 13 months ago.

“Something positive has come out of 
our situation; we were able to get into the 
south wing a little earlier,” he said. 

“That will be something that will help 
us moving forward and hopefully get us 
back to school — if we are back in school 
in the fall. We hope to have those areas 
done and ready to go for our students 
and staff.”

Luverne Public Schools has been 
operating under a distance learning 
plan since the state ordered schools 
closed March 18 to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Since March 30, and now through the 
rest of the 2019-20 school year ending in 
May, the virtual classroom instruction 
will continue.

Construction has resumed on the 
new commons and performing arts 

center between the secondary and 
elementary buildings. 

Work between the buildings was 
limited due to the winter weather 
and stopped in January when engi-
neers discovered ground under the 
concrete footings might have been 
compromised. 

Tests revealed soils around and un-

der some of the footings were soft and 
wet, and the footings didn’t appear to 
have good contact with the ground.

Contractors are still working on 
a solution.

“We are hopefully going to get 
more direction. We are waiting for 
some more ground to dry out,” Of-
tedahl said. “We are getting some 
second opinions on the ground and 
the compaction.”

Construction of the commons 
and performing arts center is ex-
pected to take 10 months to complete.

In the meantime, worker num-
bers at the school site have increased 
throughout the building with more 
areas currently under construction.

With the April 23 announcement 
that students and staff won’t be re-
turning to the school building in May, 
both floors of the building’s north and 
south wings are in various stages of 
construction and remodeling.

The $30 million project is ex-
pected to be complete by August 2021.

of weeks.”
The format for some activ-

ities has already been decided.
•Prom, originally sched-

uled for April 24, is now 
canceled.

•Academic awards night 
will be May 11 through a vir-
tual format.

•All Minnesota State High 
School League spring athletic 
events and activities are now 
canceled.

Ryan Johnson, Luverne 
High School principal, re-
flected on the cancelations at 
the April 23 Luverne School 
Board meeting via Zoom.

“It’s really an unfortunate 
set of circumstances all of us 
kind of anticipated,” Johnson 
said. 

“The governor coming in 
and making this announce-
ment is when reality sinks 
in … the pain and the hurt 

— especially for the seniors 
and all students across the 
board — that they cannot 
experience springtime sports 
and activities.”

LHS seniors recently ac-
cepted their graduation caps 
and gowns and posed for 
graduation portraits. 

The individual photo 
sessions were scheduled in 
five-minute time slots over 
a two-day period, with each 
senior showing up at his or 
her designated time.

“It took eight hours to 
complete,” Johnson said. 

Other traditional spring 
school events are taking place 
online.

Registration for fall class-
es is currently wrapping up, 
along with the high school 
student council elections.

Senior class president 
Jordon Winter showed School 
Board members during their 
Zoom meeting the election 
web link to candidate posters 
and voting options for 2020-21 
class officers .

“It would be awesome if 
there is a surprise with voting,” 
Winter said. “Since everyone 
has the link — they all decide 
to vote — and we can get a 
really good turnout.”

Attendance through Lu-
verne’s virtual classrooms 
has been good, according to 
middle school principal Jason 
Phelps.

“About 80 percent of our 
(middle school) students are 
doing exactly what we expect 
them to do,” Phelps said. 

“One of our biggest chal-
lenges is connecting with in-

dividual students —something 
that is not out of the ordinary 
in traditional school.”

Each of the district’s three 
principals is surveying fami-
lies about distance learning 
and possible changes in how 
lessons are delivered in the 
final four weeks of the school 
year.

Luverne and other school 
districts developed distance 
learning plans over a nine-
day period, when Gov. Walz 
ordered schools closed by 
March 18. 

Students began distance 
learning from home via com-
puter on March 30.

As the virtual school year 
winds down, Superintendent 
Oftedahl said it’s unclear how 
the district’s summer program 
will operate and how schools 
will reopen this fall.

“We are waiting for further 
guidance from Gov. Walz re-
garding schools,” Oftedahl said.

The state is currently un-
der a stay-at-home order until 
May 4. As of Monday, the order 
has not been extended.

 

Dispatch report
April 17
•Complainant on N. Riv-

er Road reported possible 
identity theft.

•Complainant on E. 
Luverne Street reported a 
theft and damage to property.

•Assistance from another 
department assisted state 
patrol eastbound on Inter-
state 90, mile marker 15, near 
Luverne.

•Complainant on N. 
McKenzie Street reported 
possible natural gas smell in 
the area.

•Complainant on S. Sec-
ond Street, Beaver Creek, 
reported being harassed by 
neighbor.

•Complainant on 80th 
Avenue reported a trespasser.

•Complainant along the 
Pipestone and Rock County 
line reported gunshots at 
location.

April 18
•Complainant on E. 

Luverne Street requested to 
speak with a deputy.

•Complainant on Red-
bird Road reported a public 
health concern.

•Report of Metro Com-
munications requested as-
sistance on S. Fairview Drive.

•Complainant on High-
way 19, Hurley, requested a 
death notification.

April 19
•Deputy reported the 

lights on at the tennis court.
•Complainant on N. 

Freeman reported people in 
a two-story white house are 
being loud.

April 20
•Deputy assisted the MSP 

on S. Kniss Avenue.
•Complainant on S. Kniss 

Avenue reported an accident.
•Tea Police Department 

requested assistance.
•Complainant on N. Kniss 

Avenue reported a driving 
complaint.

April 21
•Complainant on 121st 

Street reported a grass fire.
•Complainant reported 

what looked like some bales 
smoldering near a bridge in 
Luverne.

•Complainant on N. Da-
vidson Street reported a de-
ceased person.

April 22
•Complainant in section 

7 of Beaver Creek Township 
reported a controlled burn.

•Complainant in Luverne 
reported a concern over a fire.

•Complainant on W. Ga-
brielson Road reported an 
erratic driver.

•Complainant requested 
sheriff for return of remains.

•Complainant on N. 
Spring Street reported people 
coming and going and yelling.

April 23
•Complainant requested 

assistance.
•Pipestone County re-

ported probation violation in 
Luverne.

•Deputy assisted MSP 
eastbound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 5, Beaver Creek.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 1 vehicle accident, 
1 deer accident, 6 escorts, 19 
ambulance runs, 10 animal 
complaints, 3 fingerprint 
requests, 48 burn permits, 1 
vehicle impound, 2 purchase 
and carry permits, 2 stalled 
vehicles, 4 traffic stops, 9 
abandoned 911 calls, 2 welfare 
checks, 1 report of cattle being 
out and 1 follow-up.

“It’s really an 
unfortunate set of 
circumstances all 

of us kind of 
anticipated. 

The governor com-
ing in and making 

this announce-
ment is when 

reality sinks in … 
the pain and the 
hurt — especially 

for the seniors and 
all students across 

the board — 
that they cannot 

experience 
springtime sports 

and activities.”

— Ryan Johnson 
LHS principal 

School year ends virtually/
continued from page 1

Luverne school construction expands; 
many areas to wrap up this week

The Luverne School District “link” between the elementary school and middle school-high school underwent a months-
long remodel. The superintendant’s office is expected to be finished this week with personnel moving into the rest of the 
wing that includes counselors, athletic director and middle and high school principals.

Mavis Fodness photo/0430 School Board April 27
The Luverne School District superintendent’s office and the rest of the first floor 
of the west wing underwent a months-long remodel. The office is expected 
to be finished this week with personnel moving into the rest of the wing that 
includes counselors, athletic director and middle and high school principals.

The superintendent’s office now includes a formal hallway with the business manager, 
superintendent and extra office on the south side. The south side of the hallway 
is where the safe is still located.  Work is now occurring in the hallway outside the 
old gymnasium where demolition revealed the former “Home of the Cards” mural.

Lockers and the ceiling have been removed from outside 
the second floor media center.
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Remember when

10 years ago (2010)
•As the maiden voyage of Honor Flight Southwest Minne-

sota takes off this weekend, it will carry 110 veterans from Rock, 
Nobles, Pipestone and Murray counties.

Honor Flight exists to ensure World War II veterans have a 
chance to see the national World War II memorial that was built 
in Washington, D. C., in their honor.

When the flight departs, all attention will be on the veterans, 
but for at least one of the guardians, it will be a trip of a lifetime.

Rock County Historical Society President Betty Mann will 
be a guardian on the flight. That means she’ll help take care of 
one or two of the aging veterans on board.

But she’s no spring chicken herself. She’ll turn 80 years old on 
Saturday, May 1, while she’s in D. C. with the Honor Flight group.

“A lot of people don’t want to admit that they’re 80, but I don’t 
regret a bit the age that I am,” she said. “I have a full life, and you 
have to make the best of every day that you have.

25 years ago (1995)
•While walking his dog Saturday afternoon, Arnie Vink,

Luverne, noticed a large pile of garbage carelessly dumped in a 
creek by the Rock River near their home.

Heaped into the creek were two television sets, an old por-
table stereo, two kitchen chairs, fluorescent ceiling fixtures with 
mercuric bulbs still attached, two old and broken car batteries, a 
vacuum cleaner, a bag of clay pigeons, a girl’s 10-speed bike and a 
third-place trophy from the 1987 local BMX championship races.

Concerned the batteries and light fixtures would cause en-
vironmental damage, Vink waded into the creek up to his waist 
and hauled the items up on the creek bank near the road.

“I piled all that stuff up there, hoping that whoever threw it 
would drive by and at least feel a little bit guilty,” Vink said. “I’m 
getting awful tired of people dumping their garbage. … This isn’t 
the first time I’ve been in there picking stuff out of that creek.”

His wife, Gloria, took the BMX trophy home, since that was 
the only piece of garbage that may be used to identify the litterers. 
Then they called Rock County Law Environmental Officer Rick 
Dillon Monday morning.

Strangely, however, when Dillon went out to inspect the 
site Monday morning, all the garbage was gone except the two 
deteriorating car batteries. “It was probably the same people who 
dumped it earlier who picked it up after Arnie hauled it all up by 
the road,” Dillon said. “Our concern is that it gets hauled to a legal 
solid waste disposal facility and not another ditch.”

50 years ago (1970)
•The mother of eight children, who was born and raised in

Rock County, has been named its “Mother of the Year” for 1970.
Representing all mothers of the county this year is Mrs. Nelson 

(Clara) Sandager of Hills. The nominating letter was written by 
her friend, Mrs. Vernon Danielson, also of Hills. …

It is fitting that Rock County’s “Mother of the Year” should 
be Mrs. Nels Sandager of Hills. For she was born and has lived 
all her life in the county she represents.

75 years ago (1945)
•The War in Europe is over!
That was the good news which brought joy to millions the

world around, Monday morning, May 7.
All morning long, Monday, Rock county residents remained 

beside their radios, tense and hushed, listening to the flood of bul-
letins coming over the air. They first heard that the “unconditional 
surrender” order issued by Admiral Doenitz was “unconfirmed.” 

Then at about 8:37 a.m., they heard their radio announcers 
shouting “the war is over, the war is over, the unconditional sur-
render has been officially confirmed.”

100 years ago (1920)
•At a meeting between Mayor C. O. Wright and the police

officers in the Mayor’s office last evening, the policemen were 
instructed that beginning tomorrow, May 1st, the traffic laws are 
to be strictly enforced. Under the instructions given by the Mayor, 
muffler cut-out fiends are to receive particular attention, and the 
laws are to be enforced with absolute impartiality.

In discussing the meeting Mayor Wright declared that the 
traffic laws will be strictly enforced, and if necessary special 
motorcycle officers will be put on duty in the various parts of the 
city to apprehend offenders. It is understood that in this work the 
Mayor has the unanimous support of the members of the council.

The beginning of the crusade against traffic law violators was 
fixed for tomorrow in order that some warning might be given 
to motor car drivers. 

Know it 
and grow it

By George Bonnema, 
Luverne Horticulturalist

	 It seems that we are on 
track for an earlier than aver-
age spring, and that means 
that this is the time to apply 
crab grass preventer.
	 Crab grass is an annual 
weed. The seeds don’t ger-
minate until the ground tem-
perature is warm, and that is 
happening now. This is a pre-
emergence herbicide, so once 
the seed has germinated, the 
product will not be effective.
	 This is also the time to ap-
ply systemic rose care to your 
landscape roses. This product 
is the absolute best fertilizer 
and insect deterrent you can 
use.
	 Make the application now 
and then pencil in on your 
calendar another two appli-
cations, one in six weeks and 
another six weeks after that. 
That will result in your plants 
performing to the max for the 
season. 
	 This product is not a fun-
gicide, so if your rose variety 
is susceptible to black spot 
or mildew, you will still have 
to spray to prevent those dis-
eases.
	 All cool-season garden 
vegetable crops should be 
planted soon if you haven’t 
already done so. Getting those 
plants to be established before 
the ground gets too warm will 
mean the difference between 
great or not so great produc-
tion.
	 Crops that like warmer soil 
are tomatoes, peppers, melons, 
sweet corn, beans, cucumbers, 
sweet potatoes and okra. For 
these warm season variet-
ies, there is no advantage to 
planting too early. In fact, if 
the ground temperature is too 
cold, often the seed will rot 
instead of germinate. 
	 In past years, the flowering 
crab trees have often been in 
bloom for Mother’s Day, and 
it seems that this year we will 
see them putting on their 
display a week earlier … such 
an exciting time to see all the 
wonderful color that makes 
our natural world a gift to 
enjoy!

Bonnema is a gardening 
enthusiast and former green-
house owner. He can be reached 
at flowergb@iw.net.

Spring
season is 
moving 

along fast

By Lori Sorenson
The cities of Adrian and Ells-

worth are competing for bragging 
rights for “most patriotic commu-
nity” as part of a pandemic effort 
to lift spirits among residents.

According to Adrian Commu-
nity Assistant Megan Vortherms, 
the two city offices announced it 
earlier this week to residents.

“We decided we need to bring 
some excitement and fun to our 
communities so we thought why 
not a little friendly competition 
between our towns,” she said.

“We are asking all residents to 
participate. Any age can join and 
it is all being done while practic-
ing social distancing.”

The information sent to 
residents asked them to decorate 
their homes and/or front yards 
and windows under the patriotic 
theme, ‘Proud to be an American.’ 

“Once you are done decorat-
ing, we ask that you take a picture 
of your home and post it on your 
town’s Facebook page and write 
#BetterTogether,” the residents 
were told. 

“We are hoping our commu-
nities have fun with this and we 

Friendly community competition emerges 
between Adrian, Ellsworth to lift spirits

“We are all in this together” is a friendly competition between the communities of 
Adrian and Ellsworth. Announcing the event are (top, from left) Danielle DeBeer 
with her dog, Sadie, John Faber, Kaci Palmer, (bottom) Adrian Peace Office Ashley 
Kane, Kendra DeBeer, and Kyler and Bryson Kunkel.

see a lot of red, white, and blue 
around our two towns,” Vorth-
erms said.

All pictures need to be 
posted by Friday, May 8, for so-
cial media readers to react with 

“likes” on each town’s Facebook 
page. 

Each “like” will be counted 
as a vote, and the competition 
will continue until 8 a.m. Mon-
day, May 11, when winners will 
be announced.

Ellsworth Mayor Tasha 
Domeyer credited Vortherms 
for the idea, but said it will be a 
welcome diversion.

“I hope people go out and 
have a little fun with it,” she said. 

“It will give us something to talk 
about besides the coronavirus.”

Whichever town’s picture 
receives the most likes will be 
the winner of a trophy with “CO-
VID-19 #BetterTogether” on it to 
display at their city hall for the 
year, along with bragging rights 
for the honor.

 “We can’t wait to see every-
one’s yard and all of our Ameri-
can Pride,” Vortherms said. “Join 
the fun and remember to only 
decorate your home and make 
sure to be following the social 
distancing rules.”

Vortherms can be reached 
in Adrian at 507-483-2849. Do-
meyer can be reached through 
the Ellsworth Facebook page.

Decorating contest 
runs through

May 8

Ron and Jane Cote and their son, Wyatt, on the mandolin, 
brought their musical talent to a birthday party at the end of 
Pine Drive today in Luverne for Allison Grieme, whose name 
is celebrated in colorful chalk in the driveway. In addition 
to leading the group in singing Happy Birthday, the Cotes 
played a number of country western songs and wrapped up 
with their signature song, “Happy Trails,” all from a social 
distance.              Rick Peterson photos/0430 cotes birthday singing

Happy Birthday, Allison!
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Monday, May 4: Egg 
bake with sausage, cheesy 
hash browns, green peas, 
coffee cake. 

Tuesday, May 5: Taco 
salad with taco meat, cheese, 
salsa, shredded lettuce, to-
matoes, cheese, corn chips, 
pineapple, churro.

Wednesday, May 6: 
Chicken noodle soup, can-
died carrots, choice fruit, 
dinner roll, sherbet.

 Thursday, May 7: Gou-
lash, lettuce salad, pineapple 
chunks, garlic breadstick, 
pudding.

Friday, May 8: Meatloaf, 
baked potato with sour cream, 
stewed tomatoes, fruit salad, 
bar.

LSS Dining offers well-
balanced and affordable 
meals in a community atmo-
sphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland at 
283-9846 to arrange to pick 
up a dinner or for home-
delivered meals.

Gift certificates are avail-
able at the meal site or online 
at www.lssmn.org/nutrition.

Outdoor artistic expression
at Southwest Youth Services

Southwestern Youth Services students in Magnolia enjoyed some outside fun last 
week first by coloring with chalk on the sidewalk to enjoy the nice weather. SYS is 
considered “essential” and is also operating under rigorous COVID-19 restrictions, 
according to SYS educator Carol Naasz.“The kids are feeling more confined than 
usual as all on-site family visits and occasional off-campus excursions are currently 
not allowed,” she said. In addition to the chalk project, the group cooked hotdogs 
on the grill, ate watermelon and afterward played softball with staff. “It was a really 
enjoyable day and provided some relief for cabin fever,” Naasz said.                                 

Bits by Betty

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society 

Rock County will celebrate 
its 150th Anniversary this year. 
The news will be the history of 
Rock County, townships, and 
communities. The following 
appeared in the Rose History 
of Rock County, printed in 1911.

County and Township Orga-
nization — 1870-1878 (con-
tinued from 04-23 edition)

Mound
	  The grasshopper scourge 
of the early seventies had 
a depressing effect on the 
settlement of Rock county, 
and it was three years after the 
creation of Springwater town-
ship before there was any more 
township making. Mound 
township was the next to per-
fect an organization, and when 
that was done Gregory town-
ship was reduced to the three 
northern townships. Mound 
township was named in honor 

of the vast pile of rock that lies 
within its boundaries and was 
created April 21, 1877, after 
considerable discussion. A pe-
tition signed by J. F. Shoemaker 
and twenty-one others was 
presented to the board April 
21, asking that the board take 
the necessary action, and at 
the same time a remonstrance 
signed by Charles Helgeson 
and eighteen others was pre-
sented. After consideration 
the commissioners decided 
that the township was ready 

for organization and named 
May 3, 1877, as the date for 
holding the first town meet-
ing, which was held on the 
northeast quarter of section 
34. Title to Mound township 
lands have been given by the 
government to the following 
named persons:
	 John F. Shoemaker (25-
30), James Kelley (25-34), 
Cadawallader Jones (35), Mi-
randa J. Skinner (28), Eugene A. 
Loomis (26), Joseph Dickson 
(36), Sarah McNeal (28), Tollef 

O. Tollefson (12-14), Charles F. 
Brannick (20), Lewis A. Lewi-
son (32), James Green, Jr. (30), 
Clarence E. Older (34), Nelson 
R. Reynolds (30), William H. 
Patterson (32), S. Torgeson 
Omas (4), Francis Brannick 
(20), Ben Rice (32), Lawrence 
McDermott (26-36), Gerald 
McEnery (18), William H. 
Glass (34), Dennis McCarthy 
(28), Edward E. Needham 
(18), John Kelley (32), George 
Mead (26), Henry C. Wilson 
(2), Halvor Larson (4), Andrew 
Torgeson (10), Mary Plum (24), 
Peder O. Froke (10), Thora 
Torgeson (4), Otter Knudsen 
(14), Anders Froke (10), Ole 
Olsen (12), Jens O. Plomason 
(2), Andrew Olsen (2), Terge 
Anderson (4), Andrew Erick-
son (26), Sven Olesen (12), 
Ellen Helgeson (8), Jens. O. 
Helgeson (8), Cadwallader J. 
Lynch (24), Michael McCarthy 
(20), Heinrich Hofelman (6), 

Ole Knudson (10-14), Ras-
mus Halvorson (12), Dennis 
Denovan (22), Serat Ander-
son (14), William C. Davis 
(6), Jens Peterson (10), Wil-
liam Ward (34), John Green 
(30), Michael Chambers (22), 
Christopher Helgeson (8), 
Terence Lee (28), Frederick 
R. Wheareatt (22), Horace F. 
Kilgore (20), Andrew Olson 
(2), James Cady (22), Fred B. 
Redfield (24), Zane R. Biggs 
(24), Heirs of Nels Nelson (13), 
James C. Kelley (24), Jay R. 
Mason (2), Clarence A. Dike 
(18), Clarence B. Davis (6), 
Edward O. Krook (14), Lewis 
Wold (32).
	 Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society can 
be sent to the Rock County 
Historical Society, 312 E. Main 
Street, Luverne, MN 56156.

Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

1877: Grasshopper scourge causes three-year lag in township organizing
Celebrations

Card showers
	 Tillie Clark will celebrate 
her 90th birthday on Sunday, 
May 3. Greetings may be sent 
to her at 216 N. McKenzie 
Street, Apt. 301, Luverne, MN 
56156.

Anna Mae Ver Steeg will 
celebrate her 95th birthday on 
Thursday, April 30. Greetings 
may be sent to her at 203 Oak 
Drive, #223, Luverne, MN 
56156.

Matthew Franken
Matthew Vernon 

Franken, 44, 
Luverne, died 
peacefully on 
Tuesday, April 
21, 2020, at his 
home.
	 In accor-
da n c e  w i t h 
M i n n e s o t a 
Executive Or-
der and CDC 
guidelines, a 
private family visita-
tion was held. A cer-
emony to celebrate 
Matt’s life will be at a 
later date.
	 Matthew Franken 
was born on March 16, 
1976, to Larry and Pa-
mela (Harnack) Fran-
ken at the Luverne 
Community Hospital 
in Luverne. He was 
raised in Luverne and 
attended Luverne Pub-
lic Schools, graduating 
from Luverne High 
School in 1994. He 
attended Dakota State 
University in Madison, 
South Dakota, for one 
year. He then went to 
Mankato for a short 
time before returning 
home to Luverne.
	 Matt first worked for 
Skattum Confinement 
constructing buildings 
and installing equip-
ment. He then worked 
at the Luverne Building 
Center and later joined 
his brother’s crew at 
Franken Construction. 
Matt eventually began 
his own business in 
2014, working as a 
drywall finisher.
	 B e s i d e s  c o a c h -
ing hockey, which he 
loved, Matt played golf 
and was a member of 
the Luverne Country 
Club for many years. 
He enjoyed time with 

his family and lazy 
lake days. 
His nieces 
e n j o y e d 
j u m p -
ing on his 
shoulders 
for a good 
g a m e  o f 

“c h i c k e n ” 
at the lake. 
He adored 
those same 

nieces and attended 
their events whenever 
he could. Matt genu-
inely cared for others 
and was welcoming to 
all.
	 Matt is survived by 
his parents, Larry and 
Pamela (Harnack) 
Franken, Luverne; 
three siblings, Tam-
my Crow (son Eli-
jah) of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, Tra-
vis (Kairie) Franken 
(children Hailey and 
Erik, Kenedee, and 
Tiana) of Luverne, and 
Abbey (Ryan) Behr 
(daughters Payton, 
Tenley, and Kendyl) of 
Luverne; aunts Cheryl 
Edstrom and Karen 
(Dale) Bosch; uncles 
Bryon (Kristi) Fran-
ken, Ron (Jan) Har-
nack and Alan (Zoe) 
Harnack; and many 
cousins.
	 He was preceded 
in death by his pa-
ternal grandparents, 
Howard and Wilma 
Franken; maternal 
grandparents, Vernon 
and Fanny Harnack; 
and an uncle, Gene 
Edstrom.
	 Arrangements are 
provided by Hartquist 
F u n e r a l  H o m e 
of Luverne, www.
hartquistfuneral.com.
	   (0430 F)

Minnesota Responds is a 
partnership of local and state-
wide volunteers to assist health-

care systems in emergencies 
that can overwhelm hospitals 
and clinics and improve overall 
response capabilities. 

Minnesota Responds is re-
cruiting medical (RNs, LPNs, 
CNAs) and others with medical 
type backgrounds, such as vet-
erinary, dental, chiropractor and 
others. “Non-medical” volun-
teers are also needed to contrib-

Volunteers needed for statewide ‘Minnesota Responds’
ute skills and expertise during the 
COVID-19 crisis. We are looking 
for individuals that are working or 
retired and willing to offer assis-
tance. An individual DOES NOT 
HAVE to be in the health care field. 
Anyone interested in helping the 
community is encouraged. 

To register, have your person-
al information, licenses, certifica-
tions, competencies, and contact 

information available. 
Contact the volunteer coor-

dinator, Jen Nelson, at Southwest 
Health & Human Services at 
507-829-0227. To register on-
line, go to mnresponds.org and 
click on “Register Now.” For the 
organization information, click 
on the county in which you live 
and select SWHHS MN Responds 
Volunteer Group.

Partnership helps
all healthcare
systems with

response

    Submitted photos
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The U.S. Census Bureau 
began sending reminder 
notice postcards  this week 
to roughly 69 million house-
holds that have not yet re-
sponded to the 2020 Census. 

About 53 percent of 
households across the coun-
try have already responded 
since invitations began ar-
riving on March 12.

Those households that 
have not yet responded to 
the census will receive an in-
person visit by a census taker 
to collect their information 
later this summer.  

According to the Cen-
sus Bureau’s online re-
sponse map tracking the 
nation’s participation in the 
census, almost 79 million 
households have already 
responded online, by phone 
or by mail.

The Census Bureau 
strongly encourages the 
public to respond online at 
2020census.gove.

Households can re-
spond online in English or 12 
other languages or by phone. 

Households can also 
respond by mail using the 
paper questionnaire that 
was recently mailed to every 
non-responding address. 

Households that re-
ceived a census invitation 
in the mail and have yet to 
respond will receive a paper 
questionnaire by April 30.

Households will receive 

Census 2020 efforts continue
Respond to Census now in order to prevent need for

in-person visit later; deadline is May 9
another reminder postcard 
in the mail between  April 
27-May 9. 

The Census Bureau 
pushed back this mailing 
to allow the paper ques-
tionnaire package to arrive 
several days ahead of the 
postcard. 

The postcard is one 
reminder in a series of 
reminders that the Census 
Bureau has mailed non-re-
sponding households since 
mid-March urging them to 
respond. 

Census takers will visit 
every address that does not 
respond on their own to 
collect responses in person. 

Coronavirus and the Cen-
sus

•The 2020 Census is 
underway and the most 
important and safe thing 
you can do is respond online, 
by phone, or by mail. It has 
never been easier to respond 
to the 2020 Census.

•Responding now will 
minimize the need for the 
Census Bureau to send 
census takers out into com-
munities to follow up with 
households.

Here’s what to know
•The census counts ev-

ery person living in the 
United States, regardless 
of age or citizenship status, 
every 10 years in years end-

ing in 0.
•It’s in the Constitution. 

It’s important
•It’s about money, power, 

and data. 
•Every 10 years we help 

decide how taxpayer dollars 
come back to our communi-
ties. The 2020 Census will help 
to distribute billions of dollars 
in federal resources to your 
community.

•Our community gets 
resources based on census 
population counts, which 
help pay for hospitals, emer-
gency services, schools, roads, 
and more.

•An accurate and com-
plete census helps busi-
nesses, community leaders 
and elected officials make 
informed decisions every day.

It’s easy
 For the first time, people 

can respond online and by 
phone, in addition to the 
mail-in option. Your re-
sponse impacts funding for 
your community for critical 
services for the next 10 years.

The next decennial cen-
sus happens in 2030.

It’s safe and confidential
Your data is protected 

and it’s confidential. Federal 
law protects your responses, 
which cannot be shared with 
law enforcement, immigra-
tion agencies, or housing 
authorities.

the Zoom app. 
Teachers last met with students face-

to-face March 16. Virtual classroom instruc-
tion began March 30.

“We tell them in Zoom meetings how 
wonderful it is to see their faces,” Wysong 
said. “But there is something special about 
physically seeing those smiles and seeing 
them.”

Teachers met at the secondary school 
in Hills, affixing signs to personal vehicles 
and buses. Individuals were cognizant of 
social distancing guidelines, staying six 
feet apart.

The parade was met with a rain shower 
through the first community.

“Even though it was raining, there was a 
great turnout in the city of Steen,” said Su-
perintendent Todd Holthaus at Monday’s 
school board meeting. 

Preschool- through high school-aged 
students dotted the parade route that 
wound through Beaver Creek and ended 
back in Hills. Students and parents ap-
peared on porches or along boulevards 
to wave and shout words of greeting as 
vehicles honked in return. 

“I saw a lot of smiles, a lot of students I 
haven’t seen in awhile,” Holthaus said. “Boy, 
it was good for the soul.”

H-BC School teacher parade/from page 1

Mavis Fodness photo/0430 HBC Teacher Parade
Brandi Balster drove daughters Amara (left) and Tenley into Steen Friday to view the Hills-
Beaver Creek School District teachers’ parade, as a light rain began to fall.

Special education teacher Jill Stiefvater and 
her daughters, Lauren (in lap) and Bryn, wave 
to students and parents while hanging onto the 
sign “We Miss You” as the teacher parade would 
its way through Hills and ended at the school.

At right: Secondary math 
teacher Nora Wysong in-
cluded an inspirational sign 
on the back of her minivan.

Below: A Hills-Beaver Creek 
School District bus wraps up 
the teachers’ parade Friday 
as the route winds its way 
through Hills.

	 Producers signed a re-
cord 1.77 million contracts 
for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs for 
the 2019 crop year, which is 
more than 107 percent of the 
total contracts signed com-
pared with a 5-year average. 
USDA also reminds producers 
that June 30 is the deadline to 
enroll in ARC and PLC for the 
2020 crop year.
	 “Producers for several 
years have experienced low 
commodity prices, a vola-
tile trade environment and 
catastrophic natural disas-
ters,” said Richard Fordyce, 
administrator of USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). “Farm-
ers looking to mitigate these 
risks recognize that ARC and 
PLC provide the financial pro-
tections they need to weather 
substantial drops in crop 
prices or revenues.”
	 Producers interested in 
enrolling for 2020 should 
contact their FSA county office. 
Producers must enroll by June 
30 and make their one-time 
update to PLC payment yields 
by Sept. 30.
	 FSA attributes the signifi-
cant participation in the 2019 
crop year ARC and PLC pro-

USDA reports record 
enrollment in key farm 
safety-net programs

grams to increased producer 
interest in the programs under 
the 2018 Farm Bill and to an 
increase in eligible farms be-
cause of the selling and buying 
of farms and new opportuni-
ties for beginning farmers and 
military veterans with farms 
having 10 or fewer base acres. 
	 USDA service centers, in-
cluding FSA county offices, are 
open for business by phone 
only, and field work will con-
tinue with appropriate social 
distancing. While program 
delivery staff will continue to 
come into the office, they will 
be working with producers by 
phone and using online tools 
whenever possible.
	 All Service Center visitors 
wishing to conduct business 
with the FSA, Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service or any 
other Service Center agency 
are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule 
a phone appointment. More 
information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.
	 For more information on 
ARC and PLC, download the 
program fact sheet or the 2014-
2018 farm bills comparison 
fact sheet. Online ARC and 
PLC election decision tools 
are available at www.fsa.usda.
gov/arc-plc.

READ US ONLINE!
star-herald.com
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Built on

a Rock

By Pastor Jason
Cunningham,

First Presbyterian
Church, Luverne

Jesus’ resurrection 
brings light, hope

The Star Herald reached out to churches for their wor-
ship information in the absence of in-person worship 
services, due to coronavirus social distancing. Those 
that responded are listed here. Those that would like 
to have information posted here should call the Star 
Herald or email editor@star-herald.com.

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, priest

Services are live-streamed through the St. Catherine Facebook page at 9 
a.m. Sundays.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
We are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page 
at 9:30 am and 6:30 pm. Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. 
You may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are 
on local cable TV at 5:30 pm on Wednesdays and at 6:30 pm on Thursdays. 
In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of the 
Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship service can be viewed live on Facebook through 
a link on the website: www.fbcluverne.org or directly on our Facebook page: 
First Baptist Church of Luverne MN.  Services are posted to the website on 
Tuesday and are available to view, along with past sermons. Vast Channel 
3 will also air our service Thursdays at 8 p.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ron Nichols, Pastor / Ann Zastrow, Associate Pastor

Online, TV and Radio Worship. Pr. Ann, Pr. Ron and organist Beryl Haugen 
will be recording worship services until we can meet together as a group. Each 
week we will update our recorded1 worship. Online:  Sundays at 9 a.m., our 
worship service can be viewed live from our website at www.graceluverne.
org on the Facebook insert, or go directly to our Facebook page at Grace 
Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 will air our worship service 
Mondays at 4:30 PM and Fridays at 6:30 PM. Radio:  KQAD-AM Radio will 
air our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 AM.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Online worship and devotions at home. See our Facebook page, Bethany 
Lutheran Church (Luverne). Also visit els.org for online worship opportunities 
with our sister churches.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altlena, Pastor

Join us for live online worship Sundays at 9:30 AM at www.arcluverne.org/
watch-live/ or on our Facebook page @arcluverne. Services can also be 
viewed at a later time through these same avenues. Worship services are 
also broadcast on Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 PM and Wednesdays at 
4 PM. DVD’s available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Sunday, 10 a.m. Worship Service – live streamed. Thursdays 1-3 pm – Rock 
County Food Shelf curbside. Saturday 8 pm – AA Meeting. Sunday 10:30 
am - Worship Service - Services held on radio and live on Facebook. You-
Tube will also have services posted. ALIVE Youth Group lessons will led by 
areas leader as shared. Monday 8 pm – AA Meeting. May 6 Wednesday, 6 
pm - Last Day of FUEL and Confirmation. 8 pm – AA Meeting.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com

Jason Cunningham, Pastor
Worship through Facebook Live at regular 10:15 time on Sunday morning. Our 
Facebook page can be found under First Presbyterian Church of Luverne. We 
are also on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and 10 a.m. on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Gary Klatt, Pastor
Sunday Morning Service will be recorded at 5:30 p.m. with necessary person-
nel and will be available on the Vast channel 3 Tuesday at 4 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. and online at the chamber website. Pastor Klatt is available for family 
visits in their homes by invitation or at church for groups of less than 10 for 
the purpose of worship and prayer. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Thursday 10 a.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom. 7 p.m. Sunday 
10:15 a.m. worship service viewed live on First Presbyterian Church Facebook 
page. Tuesday 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom. 

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Maggie Berndt-Dreyer, Pastor

Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Hills will be online only through 
the end of March. Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem 
of Hills MN Sunday morning at 10:30AM. You can find more info on our 
website blchills.org.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor

	 (Read John 20:19-22, 
Luke 24:13-35)
	 A few weeks ago the 
coronavirus crisis came 
upon us with a sudden 
rash of closings and life 
changes. Much confu-
sion ensued, and several 
people I knew seemed to 
be panicking.
	 As this unfolded over 
several days, I started to 
think about a passage from 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of the 
Rings” trilogy.

There is a place deep 
into the story when Hobbit 
Sam is wondering what the 
future holds:
	 “There, peeping among 
the cloud-wrack … Sam 
saw a white star twinkle 
for a while. The beauty 
of it smote his heart, as 
he looked up out of the 
forsaken land, and hope 
returned to him. For like 
a shaft, clear and cold, the 
thought pierced him that 
in the end the Shadow was 
only a small and passing 
thing: there was light and 
high beauty forever be-
yond its reach.”
	 Tolkien was a Christian 
and the themes of hope 
and light overcoming de-
spair and darkness perme-
ate his most famous work. 
	 At this same time, we 
are passed  Easter Sunday 
and the celebration of 
Jesus’ resurrection from 
the dead — the event that 
is the foundation of our 
Christian faith and our 
ultimate source of hope.
	 Easter was very strange 
this year. Most years the 
church is full and the 
worship electric. This year 
I preached to an empty 
sanctuary for our video 
recording.
	 On top of this, Easter 
Day brought a blizzard, 
the first time that has hap-
pened during my 20 years 
as a pastor. It could have 
been easy to lose hope.
	 The Christian church 
has long spoken of an “Eas-
ter season” or “Great Fifty 
Days” that stretches from 
Easter Day until Pentecost. 
Augustine once referred to 
this as the season of “Alle-
luia” and it’s a time when 
the stories of Jesus’ post-
resurrection appearances 
to his followers are read 
and freshly considered.

	 As I’ve been read-
ing these passages and 
preaching on them, I have 
been freshly impressed by 
how they speak of light 
piercing darkness and 
hope defeating despair.
	 Take, for example, the 
disciples of Jesus hiding 
out in fear in John 20. 
Risen Jesus enters this 
atmosphere of despair 
and says to his disciples, 

“Peace be with you!” (John 
20:19-22).
	 Or consider what hap-
pens in Luke 24. Two 
followers of Jesus are 
walking on a road from 
Jerusalem to the village 
of Emmaus discussing 
their disappointment 
about the death of Jesus. 
A stranger starts walking 
with them and begins a 
conversation. The two 
followers of Jesus express 
how their hope had been 
shattered when Jesus 
died. That stranger turns 
out to be Jesus who ex-
plains what the Scriptures 
say about the Messiah: 
that he would be crucified, 
and die, and RISE AGAIN! 
In the end, those two fol-
lowers of Jesus come to a 
sudden recognition that 
they are in the very pres-
ence of the Risen Christ. 
As a result, their hearts 
are lifted.
	 Reading these stories 
over again can lift our 
hearts.
	 These are challenging 
and heavy times, but I 
believe that this shadow is 
a thing that will pass and 
that there is light and high 
beauty beyond its reach. 
In the Christian church, 
the resurrection of Jesus 
and our ongoing realiza-
tions about what that 
means give us a source 
of light and hope. 
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Rock County Highway 
Department seeks bids by 

May 11
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

C. P. 067-401-021
	 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department at 
Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Monday, May 11, 2020.
	 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CON-
TAINED IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Attention is called to the fact that the contractor must comply with the 
Special Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions as contained in the Proposal.
	 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County High-
way Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue Mound Ave-
nue in Luverne, Minnesota, immediately following the hour set for receiving bids for the follow-
ing Rock County Highway work. Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, May 19, 2020, at the regu-
lar Board of Commissioners Meeting held in the Law Library at the Rock County Courthouse.
	 The Quantities of Work are: 2,830 gals of 4” Reflectorized Edgeline Pavement 
Marking Paint – White & 1,440 gals of 4” Reflectorized Centerline Pavement Marking 
Paint – Yellow.
	 Plans, specifications, and proposals may be viewed, and downloaded at www.questcdn.
com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.mn.us/highway.
	 The non-refundable cost for plans and one proposal will be $50.00
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn in 
favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-401-021”.
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or 
all bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(04-16, 04-23, 04-30)

Public hearing set 
for May 12

CITY OF LUVERNE		

COUNTY OF ROCK

STATE OF MINNESOTA		

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON VACATION OF A PORTION OF AN ALLEYWAY
PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTE §412.851

	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held before the City 
Council on the 12th day of May, 2020, in the Council Chambers of City Offices located 
at 305 East Luverne Street, Luverne, Minnesota 56156, at 5:00 p.m., or by telephone 
or electronic means according to MS §13D.021 due to the COVID-19 health pandemic.  
	 The public hearing is to consider the vacation of a portion of the North-South alley 
of Block 27 in Van Eps and Vary’s Addition, City of Luverne, Rock County, Minnesota.  
	 A complete copy of the legal description is available for inspection by any person 
during business hours in the office of the City Clerk, 305 East Luverne Street, Luverne, 
Minnesota.  Due to the COVID-19 health pandemic, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 507-
449-9898 to schedule an inspection, or request an email copy at jmead@cityofluverne.org.
	 Published upon order of the City Council of Luverne, Minnesota.
	 	 City of Luverne, Minnesota

By  /s/ Jessica Mead
City Clerk

(04-23, 04-30)

	

Summons for an 
adverse claims action

STATE OF MINNESOTA		  DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ROCK		  FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Quiet Title

Henry W. Wallin
	 Plaintiff, 	
		  vs.
Carol L. Bernardin and any
unknown Personal Administrators, 			   SUMMONS	
successor Personal Administrators, 		
heirs, successors and assigns of the 		
above Defendant and all 		
unknown persons claiming any 		
right, title, estate, interest or lien 		
in the real estate described 		
in the Complaint herein,         			      		
		  Defendants		  Court File No 67- CV-20-71
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:
	 You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon Plaintiff's attorney an 
Answer to the Complaint which is herewith served upon you within twenty (20) days after 
service of this Summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service.  If you fail to do so, 
judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.
	 That this action involves the determination of title to the following described 
premises, located in Rock County, to wit:

	 The South Four (S.4) feet of Lot Four (4) of Lot Five (5), in Block Ten (10), of
 	 Original Plat of the City of Hills, Minnesota, subject to easements of
	 record, if any.

 	 The object of this action is to determine the adverse claim of said 
Defendants and each of them in or to the hereinbefore described real es-
tate, and to obtain judgment that the Plaintiff is the absolute owner in pos-
session of said real restate, and that none of said defendants have any right 
title, estate, lien or interest whatsoever in or to said real estate, or any part thereof. 

	 Dated: March 6, 2020
	 	 	 /e/ Glen A. Petersen I.D. #290506
	 	 	 Glen A. Petersen
	 	 	 Petersen Law Office PLLC
	 	 	 Attorney for Plaintiffs
	 	 	 225 N. Tyler St., PO Box 671
	 	 	 Tyler, MN 56178
	 	 	 Telephone:  (507) 247-5515

(04-23, 04-30, 05-05) 

County property tax 
abatement hearing May 5 

PUBLIC HEARING
	 A public hearing is hereby scheduled at 9:10 a.m. on May 5, 2020, on (4) proposed 
property tax abatement requests from the following individuals, pursuant to Minnesota 
Statute 469.1813 and 116J.993 through 116J.995 consisting of new home construction 
with following locations:
	 Applicant	                             Legal Description	                 Estimated
	 	 	 	          Abatement Value	
Tyson & Jenna                    Lot 9, Block 3, Spring Brook	                   $4,091 
      Metzger     	                  Addition, City of Beaver Creek

Dianne & Elbert Lee           Lot 15, Block 3, Spring Brook	 	 $2,710
       West Jr.	                       Addition, City of Beaver Creek

Ronald & Cheryl Hup          Lot 7, Block 3, Park View First	 	 $3,170
	 	                                         Addition; City of Hills   
    
Greg & Erica Kracht	             A tract of land in 30-012N-44;		 $9,525
	                                          Magnolia Township     
  	
	 It has been proposed that the Board of Commissioners of the County of Rock 
grant a Property Tax Abatement on these properties in an amount not to exceed 100 
percent (%) of the County’s portion of the real estate taxes related to new residential 
home construction on the subject properties for a period not to exceed five (5) years. 
	 This Board will hold a public hearing on the proposed Property Tax Abatement 
as required by Minnesota Statutes, Section 469.1813, subdivision 5. The proposed 
abatement percentage and terms may be modified at the public hearing.
	 If you wish to offer comment relative to the public hearing being held, we ask you 
to submit a comment by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 4th. Comments can be submitted 
in writing to the Rock County Administrator’s Office; PO Box 509; Luverne, Minnesota, 
or submitted by e-mail to: kyle.oldre@co.rock.mn.us 
 	 Due to restricted access to all county buildings for compliance of the COVID-19 
we are providing live access to the meeting through a teleconferencing service; meeting 
access can be found at www.co.rock.mn.us  

Kyle Oldre,
County Administrator           

(04-30)

ISD #2184 School Board
meets March 26

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2184, 

ROCK COUNTY, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA.  
	 A regular meeting of the Board of Education, ISD #2184, was held via “Zoom” 
from the District Office on March 26, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.
	 The following members were present:  Katie Baustian, Jodi Bosch, Colleen 
Deutsch, Eric Hartman, Tim Jarchow, Shelley Sandbulte, and Reva Sehr.  Absent:  
none  Also present:  Craig Oftedahl, Marlene Mann, Jason Phelps, Stacy Gillette, 
Ryan Johnson, Jordan Winter, Dave Mulert – ICS Construction, Jeff Weber, Caro-
line Thorson, Tom Rops, Austin Maxwell, April Wallace, Jason Berghorst, Marie 
Atkinson-Smeins, Amanda Fields, Courtney Graanstra, Diane Kindt, Becky Rahm, 
Kari Lais, Peter Janiszeski, and Mavis Fodness – Rock County Star Herald.
	 Chairperson Bosch called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. It 
was noted there is an addendum to the agenda. Motion made by Baustian, second 
by Deutsch, to approve the agenda with addendum. Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Sehr, Jarchow, Bosch and Sandbulte. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Administrative reports were given.  
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Sehr, to approve the February 27 and 
March 19, 2020, school board minutes as presented. Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Sehr, Jarchow, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Superintendent Oftedahl and Dave Mulert with ICS gave a building project 
update.  
	 Business Manager Marlene Mann reviewed the school district bills. The 
Student Activity check register and the Construction Account check registers were 
presented. Motion made by Deutsch, second by Jarchow, to approve payment of 
the bills as presented in the amount of $1,369,280.28.  

City of Luverne filing for 
candidacy opens May 19

NOTICE OF FILING
AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDACY FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

CITY OF LUVERNE, MINNESOTA
	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that filings for office of Mayor and Council Members 
open May 19, 2020, and shall close June 2, 2020 at 5 o'clock p.m. Filings or other ques-
tions should be addressed to the City Clerk, City Offices, 305 E. Luverne Street, P O 
Box 659, Luverne, Minnesota, 56156. Telephone 449-9898.
	 Any qualified and eligible person may file an Affidavit of Candidacy individually, 
or an application signed by at least five voters may be filed on behalf of and accepted 
by a qualified and eligible person.
	 The offices to be elected for which filings are open are as follows:
Mayor - 1  (4-year term)
(North) Ward I  Alderman - 1  (4-year term)
(South) Ward II Alderman - 1  (4-year term)

Jessica Mead, 
City Clerk 
(04-30)

Luverne EDA public 
hearing set for May 11

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
LUVERNE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing has been called and will be 
held for the Luverne Economic Development Authority, on Monday, the 11th of May, 
2020, at 8:00 a.m. to consider public input regarding the sale of a Lot 1, Special Industry 
Second Addition, in the City of Luverne, Minnesota to John M. LeBrun. The meeting 
and public hearing will be held by telephone pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 
13D.021 in response to the COVID-19 emergency. 
	 Members of the Economic Development Authority will participate by conference 
call pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.021. Any person wishing to monitor the meeting from 
a remote location is encouraged to contact EDA Director Holly Sammons no later than 
7:30am on Monday, May 11, 2020 for instructions on how to access the conference call 
line. Any citizen may also submit written questions or comments prior to the hearing by 
addressing them to the Economic Development Director, PO Box 659, Luverne, MN  
56156-0659.  
	 Questions about this meeting may be directed to EDA Director Holly Sammons 
at 507-920-9772 or hsammons@cityofluverne.org  
	 BY ORDER OF THE LUVERNE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Patrick Baustian, President
Luverne Economic Development Authority
305 E. Luverne St.
Luverne, MN  56156
Phone: 507-449-2388

(04-30)

	 Those who voted in favor:   Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, 
Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who voted against: None.  Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Deutsch, to receive the Student Activity 
report showing the balances as of February 29, 2020.  Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: None. Motion carried.
	 The revised 2019-2020 budget was not presented.  Business Manager Marlene 
Mann did submit a report showing the expenditures and revenues to date. This will 
be tabled to a later meeting.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Sehr, to approve the following SW/WC 
Service Cooperative Contracts for 2020-2021:
	 Membership Agreement - $0.00
	 Health and Safety Management Assistance - $3,206.06
	 Regional Management Information Services - $22,518.50
	 Basic Technology Services - $2,200.00
	 E-Rate Coordination Services - $2,850.00
	 Special Education Services - $164,468.29
	 Total - $195,242.85
	 This reflects an increase of $2,326.78. Those who voted in favor:  Baustian, 
Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who voted against:  
None. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Deutsch, to approve the purchase of two 
Thomas school buses through the State Contract. Cost for each bus is estimated 
at $99,000.00. Two buses will be traded-in. Those who voted in favor:  Baustian, 
Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, and Sandbulte. Those who voted against: None.  
Motion carried.
	 It was noted that item 8.7 –Weight Room Equipment Quote would be tabled.  
We have not received the second quote from Gopher Sport.  
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Baustian, to approve the Licensed 
Seniority List.  Those who voted in favor:  Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, 
Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Deutsch, to approve Connor Hoffman 
as volunteer baseball coach. Those who voted in favor:  Baustian, Deutsch, Hart-
man, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion 
carried.
	 Motion made by Sandbulte, second by Jarchow, to approve Jeremy Olson as 
volunteer softball coach. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, 
Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion 
carried.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Deutsch, to accept the retirement of 
Cathy Mulder, Elementary Cook, effective at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. 
Those who voted in favor:  Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte 
and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Sehr, to accept the resignation of Greg 
Antoine as Head Boys Tennis coach effective at the end of the 2019-2020 season.  
Those who voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte 
and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Hartman, to approve the hiring of Jon 
Schomacker as Summer Recreation Coordinator for a salary of $9,000. Those who 
voted in favor:  Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch.  
Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Sehr, to accept the resignation of Brian 
Snyders as MS Football coach effective March 19, 2020. Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Joel Evans 
as MS Football coach effective with the 2020-2021 school year. Those who voted 
in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those 
who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, to accept the retirement of 
Sue Hup, Elementary teacher, effective May 27, 2020. Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Joan Goebel 
as long-term paraprofessional substitute for the remainder of the school year. Those 
who voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and 
Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 It was noted that we have received the Notice of Intent to Negotiate from both 
AFSCME 2558E (paraprofessional/admin. assistant/food service) and AFSCME 
2558F (custodian). 
	 There were no committee reports. The upcoming meeting dates were reviewed.  
Motion made by Jarchow, second by Deutsch, to adjourn the meeting. Those who 
voted in favor:  Baustian, Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sehr, Sandbulte and Bosch.  
Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Date: March 26, 2020	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 Tim Jarchow, 

Clerk
(04-30)

Read the Public Notices online 
www.star-herald.com

DEADLINE FOR LEGALS is 
MONDAY @ 10 a.m.
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Interested in 

Advertising
in the Classifieds?

IT'S EASY!

Call
283-2333

LAWN & GARDEN

RENTALS

RENTALS EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS Oakwood 
Apartments
401 Oak St., Ellsworth

• 1 Bedroom Unit Available
Unit Available

Cable, Water, Sewer & 
Garbage Included. 

Rent Based on Income
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Van Binsbergen 
& Associates, Inc.
320-269-6640 ext. 13

Equal Housing Opportunity

www.vanbllc.com
                                     Week of April 26, 2020             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY
FULL-TIME 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
KMS Public Schools - August 2020. Qual-
i cations: Current Minnesota Licensure.
Apply online: www.kms.k12.mn.us; 
Attach: letter of interest, resume, 
three letters of recommendation, 
transcripts and copy of license. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER OPENING 

KMS Public Schools - August 2020. 
Quali cations: Current Minnesota 
Licensure. Apply online: 
www.kms.k12.mn.us; Attach: letter of 
interest, resume, three letters of recom-
mendation, transcripts,copy of license. 

PROTECT YOUR YIELD 
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment. Cost-effective. Proven results. 
headsupST.com/plant20 or 866/368-9306

WANTED: ALL 1970S 
MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Prices 
will fall soon. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

NEED SOME CASH! 
Sell us your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds.  BBB A plus 
rated www.GetGoldGeek.com/mnna
Request your 100 percent free, no 
risk, no strings attached appraisal kit. 
Call  Gold Geek today: 844/467-0301 

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
For 190 channels! Add high speed 
internet for only $19.95/month. Call 
today for $100 gift card! Best value 
& technology. Free installation. Call 
855/562-4309 (some restrictions apply)

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

MOBILEHELP 
America’s premier mobile medical 
alert system. Whether you’re home 
or away. For safety and peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free
brochure! Call today! 855/610-5151

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

ENJOY 100% PERFECTLY TENDER
and guaranteed! 20 main courses plus 
get 4 free burgers. Order the Butcher’s 
Bundle - only $69.99. Call 844/331-1614
mention code: 61086TVG or visit 
www.omahas teaks .com/dinner397

DIRECTV 
Switch & save! $39.99/month. Select all-
included package. 155 channels. 1000s of 
shows/movies on demand. Free Genie HD 
DVR upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

Lawn Care: Lawn aerat-
ing, garden tilling, mowing, 
thatching, lawn edging, hedge 
trimming; and other odd jobs. 
Free estimate, 507-227-2445.    

(4.25-5.14)

The City of Hills is taking ap-
plications for a part-time sea-
sonal maintenance position. 
Must be 18 or older to apply. 
Applications will be accepted 
until the position is filled. Con-
tact the Hills City Office at 301 
South Main Avenue or call 962-
3290 to request an application.

(4.16-5.2)HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE 
OR BUSINESS? Get the 
word out to over 1.4 million 
households. Call WIDE AREA 
CLASSIFIEDS today, 507-
359-7326.                            (tc)

The family of Arnold Callsen 
would like to thank all who 
had a part in caring for Ar-
nie during his illness and at 
the time of his passing. Your 
thoughts, prayers and acts of 
kindness were deeply appreci-
ated during this difficult time.

Judy Callsen and family
(4.25-4.30)

The family of Larry Tweet 
would like to thank everyone 
for their thoughts and prayers, 
sympathy cards, phone calls, 
text messages, food, flowers, 
memories and stories during 
our time of sorrow. A special 
thanks to the Hardwick Ameri-
can Legion and Gary Reker 
for giving him a military fu-
neral. Hartquist Funeral Home 
and all of the caring people 
at Grace Lutheran Church. 
Larry will truly be missed.

Sincerely,
Roger and Barb Tweet

Paul Tweet
Tonya Larsen
Mark Tweet

Leroy and Sue Tweet
Kayla Richter
Arica Tweet

Melissa Tweet
(4.25-4.30)

CARDS OF THANKS

CLASSIFIEDS

For Rent: Two-bedroom house 
for rent in Luverne. Call 507-
215-2619.                                                 (tc)

For Sale: 1997 Mercury Villag-
er. It’s a runner with minimal 
rust. $250 or best offer. Call 
507-227-5919.          (4.25-5.14)

For Sale: Landscaping rock 
1.5 and 3/4-inch rock. Also 
do stump grinding. Call 
Wayne Biever Construction, 
507-227-4521 or 507-283-
4614. We also have yard dirt.    

(4.25-5.14)

For Rent: Two-bedroom house 
available  now. Stove and refrig-
erator furnished. No smoking, 
no pets. Call 507-283-4095 or 
507-290-1948.         (4.30-5.16)
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