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By Lori Sorenson
Scott Buchanan took over the 

reins at the Minnesota Veterans 
Home in Luverne in January amid 
a pandemic that had upended 
nursing home operations every-
where.

But the new director took it in 
stride, having come from the Min-
nesota Veterans Home in Fergus 
Falls where the same pandemic 
procedures had been implemented.

“COVID has been difficult for 
nursing homes everywhere, and 
the team here in Luverne had a lot 
of good processes and systems in 
place,” Buchanan said. 

“Many were similar or identical 
to what we were doing at the veter-
ans home in Fergus Falls, so I was 
able to transition rather smoothly 
into what we were doing here.”

He said local diligence paid off 
in that Luverne’s veterans home 

has kept COVID-19 at bay, and 
most residents and staff have 
been vaccinated.

“I feel very fortunate that I 

By Lori Sorenson
Local teens with Rock the 

Edge Youth are seeking projects 
for their 2021 Service Over Self 
mission week June 21-25.

Rock the Edge is a group of 
youth leaders and teens from 
Rock County in Minnesota that 
gather for service and fellowship. 
The summer work for residents 
and organizations in Rock County 
is their primary shared mission.

Projects in the past have 
included painting, repairing, 
gardening, landscaping, cleaning, 
organizing and more.

The first mission summer was 
in 2018 when 54 teens and 24 
adults volunteered with 47 local 
projects. In 2019 there were 90 
youth and 50 adults who worked 
on more than 70 projects.

Last summer, despite 
pandemic restrictions, Service 
Over Self week brought together 
75 youth and 35 adults for more 
than 50 local service projects, all 
of them outdoors for safe social 
distancing.

“Service Over Self touches 
many lives,” said Wanda Jarchow, 
a member of the planning team, 
at the close of the 2019 mission 
week.

“Mark 10:45 says, ‘For even 
the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve.’ And that is 
our mission – to serve others.”

The teens learn the value 
of volunteering while learning 
new skills, and project recipients 
experience Christian generosity 
and grace.

One team of workers helped a 
Luverne resident clean a backyard 
in pouring rain, and that per-
son later described being over-
whelmed and grateful.

“They wiped out in a single 

By Lori Sorenson
Staff and volunteers at the 

Rock County Food Shelf will soon 
move to their new location at 209 
West Maple Street once building 
renovations are complete.

Food Shelf board member 
Katie Baustian shared architect 
drawings of the building showing 
how it will be utilized.

“It will be like having a 
storefront where people can 

enter with dignity,” she said. “We 
won’t be tucked away in a church 
basement.”

The drawings were provided 
free of charge through the 
Foundation for Essential Needs, a 
Minneapolis non-profit that works 
with organizations to improve 
food distribution in communities.

“They came down to see our 
building and were pretty excited 
about our space, especially the 

back room with the overhead 
door,” Baustian said.

She said the board is grateful 
for the foundation’s expertise. 

“This is what they do; they work 
with food shelves on utilizing 
space for shelving and flow.”

The 40-by-46-foot building 
is about 50 percent bigger than 
the food shelf’s current space in 
the Methodist Church basement 
and will allow for coolers to 

accept meat, produce and dairy 
donations.

The organization has so 
far raised more than $145,000 
toward the $225,000 needed for 
renovation. 

The work includes new 
doors and windows, shelving, 
a bathroom, commercial 
refrigerators and freezers, 

By Mavis Fodness
Sixty years after three bison 

arrived north of Luverne, a new 
herd of the wooly mammals is 
starting in another Minnesota 
location.

The Zollman Zoo in Olmsted 
County near Byron joins 
Minnesota’s Bison Conservation 
Herd. 

The long-term goal of 
the program is to build a 
conservation herd of 500 
purebred bison to ensure its 
long-term stability in Minnesota.

Currently the program 
consists of 130 bison.

Hunted to the brink of 
extinction, the American bison 
numbered in the hundreds in the 
U.S. before conservation efforts 
began.

The Minnesota Zoo in Apple 
Valley, which rebuilt its bison 

herd using offspring from the 
Blue Mounds bison, oversees 
the conservation program’s 
health care and breeding.

“It’s the Minnesota Zoo’s 

mission to protect wildlife 
around the world, and it’s 
exciting to be able to contribute 

Food shelf volunteers make progress on new building

Have spring 
projects?
Local teens 
ready to help
Rock the Edge 
Youth gear up for 
Service Over Self 
mission week

Rock the Edge/see page 2

Easter eggs sprinkle 
courthouse lawn

Luverne Chamber volunteers spent five hours filling 1,500 
brightly colored plastic eggs for Saturday morning’s Easter 
egg hunt on the lawn of the Courthouse Square. The event 
attracted roughly 100 children who filled baskets, pails 
and bags with the eggs stuffed with candy and stickers. 

Mild temperatures and sunshine were ideal egg-hunting 
weather for the activity sponsored by Security Savings 
Bank and Sunshine Foods.

At left, Cecilia McKee of Adrian works with her mom to 
pick up eggs. At far left, friends Gavyn Gainey (left) and 
Devin Sengvongxay pose with the Easter bunny (aka 
Luverne High School sophomore Averill Sehr).

100 hunters find 1,500 eggs

Food shelf building/see page 5

Sixty years later Blue Mounds still plays big 
role in Minnesota bison conservation

Blue Mounds bison/page 8

Mavis Fodness photo/0408 bison at blue mounds
Bison graze in the Blue Mounds in this 2020 Star Herald file photo.

Luverne Veterans Home 
has new administrator

Scott Buchanan

Buchanan/continued on page 3
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After 35 years of teaching youth how to ice skate, Cathy 
Shearer of Luverne decided to put her red suede skates on 
the shelf and retire from Blue Mound Figure Skating.

By Mavis Fodness
To Cathy Shearer ice-

skating is not for the faint 
of heart.

“Hard work always pays 
off — eventually,” she said 
last week. “Kids get jumps, 
then lose them. Sometimes 
for weeks or months they 
can’t land them anymore, 
then they get them back 
and learn that they have to 
fight to keep them.”

Shearer has dedicated 
herself to instructing youth 
how to skate for the past 35 
years — 17 of those years 
with Blue Mound Figure 
Skating in Luverne.

But mastering the ice 
is only one lesson Shearer 
taught.

“As my skaters got older, 
I spent time in each lesson 
explaining why I teach 
them something a certain 
way — I want them to come 
away from their skating 
here in Luverne with the 
ability to coach themselves 
someday,” she said.

The Alaskan native 
taught herself how to ice 
skate on frozen lakes near 
her home in Kasilof. 

She was a student 
at Kenai Peninsula 
Community College in 
Soldotna, where the first 
indoor ice rink was built 
and where she first became 
an instructor and coach.

“I started going there 
during lunch for fun, and 
then got to taking some 
lessons from a lady who 

moved down to Soldotna to 
coach,” Shearer recalled. “I 
took lessons from her for 
three years. Then when she 
left, I took over the head 
coaching for the Denali Ice 
Club.” 

Shearer coached 
skaters according to the 
U.S. Figure Skating and 
the Ice Skating Institute 
guidelines and rules. 

As her own four 
children grew older, skating 
became a family affair. 

Husband Marty, while 
not officially a skater, 
operates the Zamboni to 
prepare the ice for skating. 

Daughter Sarah is a 
teacher and lives in Alaska 
with her husband and two 
children. 

Son Jason lives in 

night something that would 
have taken me two years 
to do on my own — and 
they did it under monsoon 
rains.”

Volunteers painted the 
house later in the week, and 
the resident described the 
work as a “fresh start” to-
ward helping maintain the 
property.

“I prayed a lot about this 
— about how I could do it,” 
the resident said. 

“I don’t have the words 
to describe what this means 
to me.”

Background
Jarchow said area 

churches came together in 
2015 to form the Rock the 
Edge youth group “to bring 
area youth leaders and stu-
dents together in Christian 
unity to organize commu-
nity-wide events for area 
youth groups to attend.”

Youth leaders and stu-
dents from area churches 
meet monthly to plan 
events, such as “See You 
at the Pole,” prayer day at 
schools, Christian films at 
the Palace Theatre, youth 
rallies, Christian music 
concerts and more.

In 2018, Service Over 
Self was added as a group 
activity after a local busi-
ness owner suggested the 
idea of the stay-at-home 
mission trip.

“We have lots of local 

people that need help,” Jar-
chow said. “Why go to other 
places?”

Here’s how to help
Jarchow, 507-227-1978, 

and fellow organizer Becky 
Ossefoort, 605-26-4000, are 
accepting project requests 

for the 2021 Service Over 
Self Week. Inquiries and 
signups are also accepted 
at rocktheedgemn@gmail.
com.

Adults interested in 
volunteering can call Nicole 
Henrichs at 401-500-3427.

Monetary donations to 

help pay for supplies can be 
sent to: UMC Compassion 
Fund, 109 N. Freeman, 
Luverne, MN 56156.

The Rock the Edge 
Facebook page provides 
timely updates about 
Service Over Self and other 
projects.

Luverne and works for 
Southwestern Youth 
Services in Magnolia. 

Daughter Katie lives 
in Sioux Falls and coaches 
skating with BMFS. 

The youngest, Shaid, is 
a senior at Luverne High 
School and an ice hockey 
player. He’ll continue 
skating next year at the 
college level.

Shearer is uncertain 
what drew her to skating, 
but memories of teaching 
herself to do tricks on 
the ice transformed to 
introducing others to 
skating while instilling in 
them the desire to work 
hard and not to quit.

“Figure skating starts 
out with big improvements 
that happen quickly, 
but after a while the 
improvements become 
harder to see and harder to 
achieve,” she said. “Figure 
skating is not for the faint 
of heart either. You fall … 
over and over and over.

A summer 2003 
vacation trip to LeMars, 
Iowa, to visit family 
members prompted the 
Shearers to consider 
moving to the lower 48 
states the following year. 

Marty worked for BP 
Alaska and was able to 
commute to the BP office 
based in Sioux Falls.

During the move to 
Iowa, Shearer looked for 
an ice rink to continue her 

Shearer retires as longtime coach 
of Blue Mound Figure Skating

Rock the Edge Service over Self mission/continued from page 1

A group of teens with Rock the Edge Youth paint a house and repair a porch railing during the 
2019 Service Over Self mission week in Rock County. The group is accepting project proposals 
for the 2021 mission June 21-25. See the Rock the Edge Facebook page for details.

Meetings
Pleasant View Cemetery Association annual 

meeting will be at 6 p.m. April 12 at the cemetery. This 
will be potluck. If weather is bad the meeting will be 
moved to the home of Brent and Jodi Taubert.

Vienna Township Board will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 13, in the Kenneth Community Center.

Beaver Creek Township Board will meet at 
7:30 p.m. Monday, April 12, in the township hall.  

Luverne American Legion Auxiliary Post 
#123 will meet at 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 14, at the 
Pizza Ranch.  Contact Dianna at 283 1934.

Battle Plain Township Board will meet at 
7:30 p.m. April 15 at the home of Greg Talsma.

Nutrition for seniors April 15
Nutrition Assistance Program for Seniors 60 and 

older, sponsored by A.C.E. of SW MN will from 2 to 3 
p.m. Thursday, April 15, via drive thru distribution in 
parking lot at Generations 319 E. Lincoln, Luverne.

Free food offered April 15
New Life Celebration Church will offer free food 

at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 15, at the Generations 
Building on East Lincoln Street in Luverne. 

Vehicles should enter the west parking lot from 
Lincoln Street and drive to the double glass doors on 
the west side of the building where volunteers will 
load groceries into cars. Walkers should receive their 
pre-packaged groceries on the east side of the building. 
Call 507-283-4366 with questions.

Prairie Ally pruning workshop
Prairie Ally food forest will host a fruit tree prun-

ing workshop from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
10, at 308 N Blue Mound Ave. in Luverne led by 
Blackshire Farms’ Sean Mcfarland. The cost is $12 
per individual or $18 per family. Register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/pruning-workshop-tick-
ets-142596593249 or call 605-951-0227.

‘Stay Active For Life’
ACE of Southwest Minnesota will offer a free 

eight-week balance and fitness class via Zoom from 
10 to 11 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
April 5 through May 28. Call 1-855-215-2174 to regis-
ter for class #2380. Or go online: https://yourjuniper.
org/Classes/Register/2380. There is no cost to attend 
these classes, however donations are welcomed.

April 14 and 15 dental clinic
#Luv1LuvAll Rock County Oral Health Task Force 

organized dental clinics on Wednesday, April 14, and 
Thursday, April 15, at Rock County Health and Hu-
man Services. These clinics provide dental care for all 
ages. Call 612.746.1530 to schedule an appointment. 
Exams, X-rays and general services will be provided. 
All forms of insurance accepted.

Shearer retires/see page 8
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By Mavis Fodness
There were no April Fool’s 

jokes at the April 1 ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for Shawna Marshall 
and Jesse Booker, owners of the 
Vasshaus Candle Co.

Luverne Area Chamber 
members greeted and congratulated 
the new business owners on Main 
Street Thursday morning at the Mall 
on Main.

It marked the first day of in-
person sales for the couple who 
started their business last September 
online.

The couple said their homemade 
candles smell and look as they’re 
named.

“We try to be really authentic 
with our scents,” Marshall said. “So 
if we say it smells like pumpkin pie, 
it smells like pumpkin pie.”

Booker is the candle maker, 
creating wax melts for the two sizes 
of glass jar candles from shaved wax, 
fragrant oils and a coloring die. 

He brings his experience as a 
songwriter and guitar teacher at 
Luverne Street Music to the candle-
making process.

“When you’re writing a song, you 
have different layers of sounds you 
are working with, and that is how it 
is with each scent blend — you have 
low notes, middle notes and high 
notes that come through.” 

Booker assembles each candle 
and wax melt by hand, using 
melted soy wax, fragrant oils and 

ultraviolet-resistant color dyes. 
He said the soy-based candles are 
more eco-friendly and burn longer 
with a warmer glow and lower 
temperature.

In another eco-friendly service, 
the couple also has a recycling 
program where customers who 
bring the glass jars back to the 
store receive discounts on their 
next purchases.

Candles are a hobby for 
Booker, who works as a research 
and development process 
technician at Raven Industries in 
Sioux Falls. Marshall is a therapist 
with Southwest Mental Health 
in Luverne. They have two young 
children, Avery and Julien.

The coronavirus pandemic 
gave the couple time last summer 
to perfect their first fragrance —
pumpkin pie. 

Each of the Vasshaus (which 
means reed house in Nordic 
countries) fragrances is subtle, yet 
effective. 

“We don’t like to be 
overpowering, in your face,” 
Marshall said. “Something you 
would like your home to smell like.”

Some Vasshaus scents 
emphasize experiences, such as 
strawberry champagne, eggnog 
cheesecakes, chocolate-covered 
cherries and hot chocolate. Other 
scents emphasize memories, such 
as Grandma’s kitchen, clean 
kitchen, By the Fireplace, First 
Snow, and Winter by the Woods. 

A line of aromatherapy scents — 
tranquility and clarity — have also 
been created for the home.

The couple launched a 
website — Vasshaus Candles — in 
September.

Since then, several of their 
scents became available at 
Wildflowers Coffee Boutique in 
Luverne and at small businesses in 
Worthington, Currie and Canton, 
South Dakota.

Framework around the 
storefront in the Mall on Main 
already looks like an outline of a 
house, similar to Vasshaus Candles’ 
logo. Marshall calls the existing 
décor fate.

“It’s too perfect to pass up,” 
Marshall said. “With COVID people 
have been stuck inside for a year, 
and they are wanting to get out and 
go somewhere … and shop local.” 

The store size allows room for 
a work area in the back for making 
candles as well as room to offer 
future candle-making classes to the 
public.

The store will be open from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturdays and 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays through 
April with possible weekday hours 
beginning in May.

was able to be vaccinated as 
a health care employee,” he 
said. 

“I would encourage 
anyone who has access to 
the vaccine to please get the 
vaccine — if not for yourself, 
for those around you. Our 
elderly population is more 
susceptible, and the more 
people we have vaccinated, 
the easier it will be to keep 
infection rates down. That 
does have a big effect on 
nursing homes.”

Buchanan’s new posi-
tion in Luverne puts him 
closer to his hometown of 
Sioux Falls, where he and 
his wife, Chelsea, live with 
their two small children.

And he’s glad to be 
doing the job he enjoys 
and also have the benefit of 
extended family nearby.

“I very much enjoy what 
I do,” he said. “In long-term 
care the best part is the lon-
gevity of the staff, typically, 
and you have residents who 
are with you for hopefully 
years, as opposed to in a 
hospital, where they’re in 
and out in a couple days.”

He describes relation-
ships with staff and resi-
dents in the home as being 
part of a big family.

“I’ve always liked that. 
Especially in smaller com-
munities where everybody 
learns a little bit about 
everybody else,” Buchanan 
said. “You just become 

a family over time, and 
that’s what I’ve liked 
about long-term care, is 
getting to know the resi-
dents and staff.”

And he’s enjoying the 
unique camaraderie of 
residents who are veter-
ans.

“In veterans homes, 
the guys are typically 
coming to stay with us for 
a number of years, so you 
really get to know them,” 
Buchanan said. 

“Those who are will-
ing to share their stories 
about war time, it’s just 
amazing to sit down with 
them. … The veterans are 
extra special, and it’s re-
ally fun to chat with them 
about their time in the 
service.”

He said working with 
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
has been a good experi-
ence.

“The MDVA has always 
been a team approach. 
We have a great team of 
leaders that oversees the 
veterans homes in Min-
nesota, and we have great 
leadership in the homes,” 
Buchanan said.

“I’ve been here for only 
two months, but it’s very 
apparent we have a caring 
staff here. Residents are 
happy. Families are happy 
and this is just a good 
place to be, and I just feel 

Minnesotans who re-
ceived an extension because 
of COVID-19 and have not 
yet renewed their driver’s 
license or ID card need 
to do so right away. Their 
licenses are invalid as of 
April 1.

No testing is required 
as long as a driver’s license 
is expired less than one 
year and was in good stand-
ing prior to expiring.

Legislation extended 
the expiration date on all 
Minnesota driver’s license 
or ID cards that would have 
expired between March 13, 
2020, and Feb. 28, 2021. 
Current legislation does not 
allow further extensions.

Minnesotans have op-
tions to renew and should 
renew as soon as possible.

•Renew online – 
The quickest and easiest 
renewal option is to renew 
online at drive.mn.gov. 
This option is available for 
standard driver’s license or 
ID card renewals that do 
not require name, address, 
signature or driver’s license 
number changes. A per-

son’s record is updated as 
soon as the online applica-
tion is complete.

•Renew in person – 
Minnesotans must renew 
in person to make changes 
to their driver’s license or 
ID card or apply for REAL 
ID or enhanced driver’s 
license or ID card. 

Pre-applying online at 
drive.mn.gov will reduce 
the time spent in the office.

Exam stations accept 
renewal applications on 
a first-come-first-served 
basis. No appointments 
are required.

Deputy registrar and 
driver’s license agent of-
fices are independently 
owned and operated. 

Many require appoint-
ments for services and 
have limited appointments 
available. 

Those who did not 
obtain an appointment by 
March 31 should check for 
offices that do not require 
appointments, renew at 
an exam station or renew 
their standard license 
online.

Minnesotans still 
need to renew after 
COVID-19 driver’s 

license extensions end
State says 113,814 people 

have invalid driver’s licenses, 
instruction permits or ID cards

Vets home director/from page 1
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Vasshaus Candle Co. open on Main

Mavis Fodness photo/0408 Vasshaus Candles Opening
Luverne Chamber members welcomed Vasshaus Candle Co. to downtown Luverne April 1 with a ribbon-cutting to 
celebrate the grand opening. Pictured from left are Annie Opitz, Shelly Nibbelink, Tyler Bush, Sherry Standiford, Julien 
Booker, Jesse Booker (holding Avery), Shawna Marshall, Mark Standiford, Cris Oeltjenbruns and Becky Walgrave.

Jesse Booker (left) and Shawna Mar-
shall opened Vasshaus Candles.

Jar sizes come in 3.5 oz. and 9 oz., 
which is guaranteed to burn for a 
minimum of 40 hours. Scents like 
Debaucherry are created by layering 
fragrances of bourbon, smoke and 
cherry into one year-round offering.
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Ruminations

 By Mavis Fodness, reporter

The 
weekend 
provided a 
wonderful 
time for 
renewal, and 
the warm 
weather gives 
a glimpse 
into a bright and wonderful 
summer — so much different 
from last year.

At this time 365 days ago, 
the coronavirus pandemic 
made me stop and evaluate 
how to safely interact with my 
grandchildren. 

It often meant I didn’t 
make car trips to Iowa and 
opted instead for FaceTime, 
packages in the mail and 
promises to see the young 
ones soon.

While technology is 
wonderful, it can’t replace 
actually being face-to-face 
with the grandchildren. 

 I’ve missed the added 
dimension and excitement of 
sticky fingers, high-pitched 
screams and the energy in the 
room.

This year, as the pandemic 
continues, I’m still cautious 
in my travels, making few if 
any stops along the way. If I 
do, I wear a mask and wash 
my hands as soon as I arrive 
and before I even pick the wee 
little ones up for a hug and a 
kiss.

My grandson Logan 
turns 2 this weekend. I didn’t 
attend his party last year but 
wrote him a letter explaining 
why he didn’t see Papa and 
Mmmmm-aw (his way of 
saying MeeMaw) in the flesh 
for his first birthday. 

But we have continued to 
bond throughout the strange 
year that was 2020. Now 2021 
is bringing on the babies. 

By the end of the year 
I will have three additional 
great-nieces or great-nephews, 
and if that is not exciting 
enough, there will be a third 
grandchild.

And this one’s parents 
don’t live three hours 
away; they’re just a quick 
30-minute drive to Adrian. I’ve 
already warned my son that 
grandparents have visitation 
rights any time of the day. 

As the number of 
grandchildren grows, so does 
the fear that I won’t be able 

to effectively develop that 
MeeMaw relationship with 
each of them.

What happens if there get 
to be just too many? 

Right now three is not a 
large number.

Each week I read the 
obituaries in the Star Herald, 
and one recent tribute listed 
10 grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren.

I wondered if she was able 
to meaningfully connect with 
each one of them? And if she 
did, how did she do it?

I don’t have any experience 
developing connections 
between generations since my 
grandparents were all gone by 
the time I was 2 years old. But 
I am going to try my hardest 
and think creatively with each 
one of them. 

Psychologists say a child’s 
bonding with grandparents 
can lead to happier adulthood. 
What better way to combat 
anger in our society than 
grandparenting the next 
generation to be kind and 
considerate and mind their 
manners. 

A connection can be made 
even if communication is done 
digitally or, as my personal 
favorite, by the written 
word through emails, text 
messages or even letters as the 
grandchildren get older.

Children need a person 
outside of their parents in 
whom they can confide feelings 
rather than act out in the world 
around them. 

A grandparent fills a fun 
role in assisting the next 
generation, and I’m up for 
the challenge — even as the 
numbers increase.

Staying connected as 
family expands with more 

grandchildren not an easy task

By Rick Peterson, Tollefson
Publishing general manager

For What

It’s Worth

Next to 
hunting season 
this is my favorite 
time of the year. 
I like to call 
it “change-over 
season.” 

It’s time to 
put all the winter 
gear away. Snow 
boots, coats, hats and gloves have 
been stowed away for another year. 

Putting the snow blower 
and shovels away is especially 
satisfying in that it gives me the 
feeling of “I made it through 
another Minnesota winter.” 

I know, I know. There is 
always the chance of one or maybe 
two more snowstorms, but I’ll deal 
with that if it happens. Of course, 
before the snow blower can go into 
the shed, the lawn mower has to 
come out. If it were possible for 

lawn mowers to smile, I would 
swear when I rolled the mower 
out into the sun this past weekend, 
it seemed to be smiling.

There is always a bit of winter 
residue in the yard that needs to 
be cleaned up, but even that is 
enjoyable because you can look 
forward to green grass, trees 
budding and flowers and shrubs 
coming to life.

There is also the “change-
over” in apparel that is underway 
as well.

Sweatshirts, sweaters and 
long-sleeved shirts are put away 
and short sleeves and shorts 

become the attire of the day.
I must admit sweatshirts 

and sweaters do a better job of 
covering up the winter added 
poundage than shorts and 
T-shirts do.

Golf clubs, fishing rods, 
bicycles and ball gloves are pulled 
out of storage, dusted off, and are 
put to use.

I suppose maybe I am 
enjoying the start of the spring 
season more this year, because 
last year – as  with many things 
we took for granted – spring  
seemed to be put on hold. 

Spring is here; enjoy it.    

Packing winter items away gives feeling I made it through another winter

Star Herald Editorial

It’s always trendy to criticize 
government — its taxes, spending 
and general overreach and 
control over the lives of hard-
working American citizens.

And, sometimes criticisms 
are warranted.

But sometimes government 
does accomplish good things, 
and this week the Star Herald 
shines light on a few government 
projects with positive impacts on 
the community.

For example, we have an 
update on the Rock County Food 
Shelf’s renovation of a city-owned 
building.

The city of Luverne purchased 
the former dental office in 2017 
for $36,000 and added it to the 
stock of property for potential 
development.

Yep. It was more government 
spending on more city property 
to be maintained by tax payers, 
and more reasons to criticize “the 
government.”

For the casual observer, the 
story might end there. But those 
paying attention to the long game 
can see the end result of that 
investment.

Often the city buys blighted 

property and improves the lot for 
sale to a business that constructs 
something with taxable value. 
Everybody wins.

But there are other 
investments that pay dividends 
in ways without dollar signs.

Like the city’s investment in 
the former dental office building 
on West Maple Street.

As we’ve been reporting, 
the city will lease it to the Rock 
County Food Shelf for $1 per year.

Will the taxpayers get a 
return on that $36,000?

That depends whom you ask 
and what you consider to be a 

“return on investment.”
The Food Shelf operators 

can now do more with their 
volunteers and their donations, 
and they can help more local 
families access fresh meat and 
produce in an atmosphere with 
some semblance of dignity and 
grace.

While the public-private 

arrangement is new to the food 
shelf, it’s not a new concept for 
local government.

The city has several 
arrangements with non-profit 
organizations that operate in city 
properties. 

Examples are the Palace 
Theatre, Redbird Field, Blue 
Mound Ice Arena and the 
Carnegie Cultural Center. 

Examples of more direct 
subsidies are the pool and fitness 
center, the city park and pocket 
parks and the Luverne Loop Trail. 
All totaled, they take a respectable 
bite out of the city budget.

Are these losing propositions?
That depends whom you ask 

and what you consider to be a 
return on an investment.

The city calls them “quality 
of life” investments. Considering 
the positive impact of these 
investments on local culture, 
recreation, health and wellness, 
what would you call them?

Government waste or
quality of  life investments? 

To the Editor:
I can’t understand why 

everyone is running down China. 
Aren’t their politics the same as we 
have here? Don’t we also have one 
party rule?  What the top dog says 
is law? Doesn’t our government 
want to control all our energy 
sources, churches, businesses and 
the citizens up to and including 
when and where we can work and 
where we can’t, and even how to 
breathe and where we can breathe 
and where we can’t. Hello!!??

Bill Frakes, Luverne

Frakes: One
party rule here

To the Editor:
As a recent transplant to Luverne, 

I have been amused by Mr. Todd 
Meinerts’ weekly letters to the editor.

While I have not found his 
letters to be particularly co-
gent, I normally get a chuck-
le and move on. However, his 
most recent letters warrant a brief 
response.

F irs t ,  downplay ing  the 
current  pandemic  as  “ just 
a  v i r u s ”  a n d  q u e s t i o n i n g 
the safety of the approved COVID-19 
vaccines is at best ignorance and at 

worst willful malfeasance. Mr. Mein-
erts has zero qualifications to issue 
creditable medical guidance, and 
readers should consult their primary 
care medical provider if they have 
questions about vaccines.

Second, Mr. Meinerts seems to 
have an issue with the 1.9T American 
Rescue Plan. As is widely under-
stood, this bill provides temporary 
direct payments to most Americans. 
He asks, “Did anyone get a $5,722 
check? I didn’t…” The absurdity of 
this question is that a quick Google 
search will reveal that Mr. Meinerts 

has taken over 75K in federal farm-
ing subsidies.

I have zero problems with farm-
ing subsidies. I do, however, have 
problems with people that bemoan 
federal spending and the national 
debt without first acknowledging 
that they have taken more in fed-
eral government payouts than 99 
percent of American citizens.

Might I humbly suggest that 
any future opinions on government 
spending start with a bit of self-
reflection or a perusal of Matthew 7.

Tom Smith, Luverne

Smith: ‘Normally I get a chuckle and move on’

To the Editor:
I thought Lori Sorenson’s 

recent article about local youths 
wrecking Christmas displays was 
right on the mark. Yes, it was heart-
breaking. Yes, the young people 
should be held accountable, and 
yes, this doesn’t have to be the end 
of the story.

To the young people, friends 
and family. … Don’t let these events 
define you. Let me share stories 
about others who walked in your 
shoes. 

South Dakota had a former 
governor  who was arrested more 
than once in his youth. He joined 

the marines, found his calling and 
became the longest-tenured gover-
nor in that state’s history (16 years).

A friend named Charlie was in 
a similar embarrassing situation in 
a small town. He vandalized some 
properties and his antics made the 
front page. Charlie paid his dues, 
refocused, and went on to be one 
of the most successful investment 
advisers in the country. He now lives 
in Beverly Hills and his clients are 
TV/movie stars we watch every day.

In high school a member of my 
class made some bad decisions. She 
paid her dues, focused on her future, 
and today is a highly regarded judge 

for the state of California.
These three plus many others 

owned up to their mistakes but 
didn’t let those actions define them.

As a community, I hope we can 
let these youths and their families 
heal.   Many of us know that but 
by the grace of God we could be in 
their shoes.

Life is not defined by when you 
hit rock bottom but how far you 
rebound.

Mother Theresa  said it best: 
“Don’t spend time judging  others; 
that gives you less time to love them.”  

Cary Radisewitz
Luverne

Radisewitz: ‘Don’t let these events define you’

A grandparent
fills a fun role

in assisting
the next

generation ....
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By Lori Sorenson
The city of Luverne and 

the Luverne School District are 
teaming up on a joint project to 
improve streets around the school 
that have been torn up because of 
the school construction project. 

The city project consists of 
mill off and overlay of both West 
Adams and North East Park 
Streets. 

An alternate project would put 
a new sidewalk or trail connector 
from the bus barn area to the 
Luverne Loop to the West. 

The new sidewalk will pick up 
where the current one ends at the 
bus garage driveway and continue 
west until it meets the paved path 

west of the bus garage.
Council member Caroline 

Thorson said the extra piece of 
sidewalk will be a welcome piece 
along a busy County Road 5/
West Dodge Street.

“When you’re heading west 
on Dodge in the evening, that 
sun hits you right in the face, 
and if someone’s walking on the 
edge … it will be nice to have the 
sidewalk.”

Council member Dan Nath 
said the connection will create 
safer pedestrian access to soccer 
fields, softball diamonds and 
cross country trails on the west 
edge of the school campus.

“With all the activities out 

there, that sidewalk will be very 
well used,” Nath said.

The total cost of the city’s 
portion of the work is estimated at 
$213,500.

City and school leaders hope 
to save money by using the same 
engineer, bidding the project 
together, and using the same 
general contractor. 

Both entities will pay separate 
contracts for their own work on 
their own properties.

Plans and specifications were 
approved last month, and bids 
were opened Tuesday morning. 

Council members will take 
action on the low bid at their next 
meeting April 13.

insulated walls and a 
heating, ventilation and air-
conditioning unit.

Baustian said the 
Foundation for Essential 
Needs is connecting the 
Rock County Food Shelf 
with a donated cooler and 
other resources. “They can 
connect us with a lot things 
we weren’t even aware of,” 
she said.

Funds vs food — 
volunteers reduce 
stock before move 

Meanwhile, Food Shelf 
Board President Mary 
Gehrke said the current 
church location continues 
to serve hungry families 
and individuals through 
donations of food and funds.

“We appreciate the 
giving tradition of our 
county and wouldn’t be able 
to continue this ministry 
without those donations,” 
Gehrke said.

Now, she asks that 
community focus on 
financial donations rather 
than actual food deliveries 
ahead of the move to Maple 
Street. 

“We plan to minimize 
our stock to make the 
transition a little easier,” 
Gehrke said. “Our new 
location will have a 
donation area available for 
drop-offs after we move.”

The Luverne Area 
Community Foundation is 
facilitating the fundraising 
campaign, and financial 
donations can be dropped 
off at or mailed to LACF at 
PO Box 623, Luverne, MN 
56156.

“When we started 
fundraising, we thought, 
‘Oh my gosh, we’ll never get 
there,’ and now we have 
people who have pledged 
donations for five years out,” 
she said. 

“The Luverne Area 
Community Foundation 
has been wonderful about 
managing that for us. … 
This is a community where 

said to me one day, ‘Katie 
I think we have a building 
you might be able to use.’”

The mayor proposed 
using the building as a food 
shelf to the council last fall.

“It really opened my 
eyes to the need out there,” 
he told council members, 
who unanimously 
supported the arrangement.

The city’s relationship 
with the food shelf 
would be similar to its 
arrangements with other 
non-profit organizations 
that operate in city 
properties like the Palace 
Theatre, Redbird Field and 
Blue Mound Ice Arena.

Luverne Building and 
Zoning Director Chad 
McClure is serving as the 
general contractor for the 
work on the building, which 
the city is leasing to the 
Food Shelf for $1 per year.

Information about the 
move and about donations 
is updated regularly on the 
Food Shelf Facebook page, 
Rock County Food Shelf.

people work as a team 
together.”

Gehrke said she’s 
enjoyed working with the 
city and also with generous 
community members to see 
the project through.

Background
The city of Luverne 

purchased the former 
dental office in 2017 for 
$36,000 and the blighted 
lot next door (on the corner 
near NAPA Automotive) for 
$32,500.

The corner lot was 
razed and seeded with grass, 
and the brick building was 
deemed in solid shape and 
added to the city’s stock 
of property for potential 
development.

Baustian’s husband, 
Luverne Mayor Pat 
Baustian, and their children 
volunteered after the 
pandemic started, giving 
the mayor a first-hand 
glimpse of the space 
shortages in the Methodist 
Church basement.

“I used to say to Pat, ‘If I 
win the lottery, we’re going 
to build a new building 
for the Food Shelf,” Katie 
Baustian said. “And he 

Dispatch report
March 25
•Complainant on County 

Highway 4, Magnolia, re-
quested deputy patrol area due 
to speeding trucks.

•Complainant on W. Hat-
ting Street reported a man 
with a knife.

•Suspicious activity was 
reported at location on Estey 
and Lincoln streets.

•Complainant on S. Estey 
Street reported a motor vehicle 
theft.

•Complainant on State 
Highway 23 requested we pull 
a dead deer off the road.

March 27
•An accident with property 

damage was reported at Oakley 
and Howe.

March 28
•Complainant  north-

bound on Highway 75 from 
Luverne reported an emergen-
cy vehicle driving erratically.

•Complainant on W. Barck 
Avenue reported a loud fight 
and threats of assault at loca-
tion.

March 29
•Complainant requested 

to speak to a deputy about a 
possible fraud.

•Complainant  on E. 
Luverne Street reported some-
one is messing with thermo-
stats in the building.

•Complainant on Inter-
state 90, mile marker 14, 
Magnolia, reported harassing 
behavior.

•Complainant reported a 
broken window.

•Complainant one mile 
west of Luverne reported a fire 
at location.

•Complainant on 160th 
Avenue, Edgerton, reported 
a fire.

•Complainant on Cedar 
Street reported a set of keys 
found on roadway.

•Complainant on E. War-

ren Street reported a probation 
violation.

•Complainant on S. West 
Park Street reported a distur-
bance and verbal altercation.

March 30
•Complainant requested 

to speak to a deputy about an 
ongoing issue.

•Complainant on 3rd Street 
E., Jasper, would like to file a 
theft report.

•Another department re-
quested information.

March 31
•Subject was arrested on 

Watonwon County warrant.
•Complainant on 121st 

Street reported a scam phone 
call.

•Complainant on 191st 
Street reported a microwave 
was dumped in ditch near lo-
cation.

April 1
•Narcotic law violation 

was reported at location on 
Interstate 90, mile marker 13, 
Luverne.

•Property damage was re-
ported at location on S. Kniss 
Avenue. 

•Complainant on Walnut 
Avenue reported theft of prop-
erty at location. 

•Complainant on N. Free-
man Avenue reported a parking 
issue.

April 2
•Complainant on S. Free-

man Avenue and W. Hatting 
Street reported a controlled gas 
purge at location.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 3 motor vehicle 
accidents, 1 deer accident, 6 
escorts, 20 ambulance runs, 
2 paper services, 5 animal 
complaints, 10 burn permits, 
2 alarms, 4 drug court tests, 11 
purchase and carry permits, 1 
stalled vehicle, 10 traffic stops, 
8 abandoned 911 calls, 5 tests, 1 
welfare check and 1 OFP.

Voice of our readers

Rock County Food Shelf continues work on new location, gets new help/continued from page 1

The 40-by-46-foot building is about 50 percent bigger than the food shelf’s current space 
in the Methodist Church basement and will allow for coolers to accept meat, produce and 
dairy donations. The organization is fundraising for the $225,000 needed for renovation. 

City, district team up to 
repair streets in school area

The city portion of the project consists of mill off and overlay of both West Adams and North East Park streets. An 
alternate project would put a new sidewalk or trail connector from the bus barn area to the Luverne Loop to the 
West. The new sidewalk will pick up where the current one ends at the bus garage driveway and continue west until 
it meets the paved path west of the bus garage. It will create a safer environment for pedestrians.
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Remember when

10 years ago (2011)
•Many of Rock County’s bridges are nearly 70 years old, 

and those structures are not only showing wear, but they’re 
not safe for heavy loads.

During Tuesday’s Rock County Board meeting, commis-
sioners received a list of bridges that are posted as unsafe for 
heavy loads.

Of the 320 bridges in Rock County, 27 are considered 
unsafe for loads normally allowed on roadways and bridges 
up to 80,000 pounds. …

County Highway Engineer Mark Sehr said the bridges are 
safe for normal traffic, but they are posted with signs prohibit-
ing heavy loads.

“These bridges were built in the 1940s and ’50s with timber 
supports and pilings, and they weren’t designed for the truck 
types, heavy equipment and machinery we use today,” he said.

“Those supports are rotting at the water level and are 
showing their age; they’re deteriorating faster than we can 
replace them.”

 

25 years ago (1996)
•Luverne is again making its mark on foreign lands — this 

time in the southeastern European country of Turkey. 
Izmir, a city of 3 million people located on the Aegean Sea, 

has contracted with Luverne Fire Apparatus, Brandon, S.D., 
to purchase 20 pumpers, two rescue trucks, two tankers and 

one aerial ladder.
The contract is one of the biggest orders the business has 

ever filled, according to Steve Reedy, vice president of Luverne 
Fire Apparatus.

“It’s going to have a real positive impact on the whole 
operation of our company,” Reedy said.

At noon on Friday, five men from Turkey visited Brandon 
to inspect their first shipment. They also met with Luverne Fire 
Chief Jim Johanssen to learn how a volunteer fire department 
works in a rural community.

50 years ago (1971)
•The names of Vickie DeGroot and James Johnson, Luverne 

High School band members, were omitted in a news release 
printed in last week’s Star-Herald concerning scholarships to 
participate in the annual Dorian Music Camp at Luther College 
in Decorah, Ia., on June 20-26.

The scholarships were awarded students who performed 
in an outstanding manner for the 22nd annual Dorian Instru-
mental Festival at Luther in March.

75 years ago (1946)
•Mrs. Ralph Duba announced that she had purchased the 

fixtures and equipment of Etta’s Café from Mrs. Etta Dehm-
low. She stated that she planned to dispose of the fixtures at 
a public auction Monday.

Mrs. Duba has rented the location, formerly occupied by 

Mrs. Dehmlow, and in the near future would open a ladies 
ready-to-wear store there.

Mr. Duba emphasized that the ladies ready-to-wear store 
will be solely his wife’s and that he would continue to operate 
his Duba’s Service Station and Café.

Mrs. Dehmlow stated that she had no definite plans for the 
future, other than that she was going to take a vacation. She 
had been in the café business here for the past six years, the 
last three of which were spent in her present location. 

100 years ago (1921)
•According to present expectations, try-out work pre-

liminary to the organization of the American Legion baseball 
club that is to represent Luverne during the coming season 
is to start about April 15th, or as soon thereafter as weather 
conditions will permit.

An organization to take charge of the project has been effect-
ed, with Ray Engan, Esq., as business manager and secretary; 
A. T. Suurmeyer, treasurer, and Leo Dressen, manager-player. 
At the present time there are about twenty-six candidates for 
positions on the team.

So far as possible the club is to be composed of members 
of the American Legion, who with the exception of possibly 
the pitching staff, are to be non-salaried players, and is hoped 
to be able to avoid asking the public for any direct donations 
for the maintenance of the team. 

The following appeared in 
The Rock County Herald on 
June 24, 1892.

Grand Balloon Ascen-
sion One of the Attrac-
tions for the 4th at this 
Place – Additional Com-
mittee

It gives the Herald much 
pleasure to announce that the 
committee in charge of the 
Fourth of July celebration 
to be held at this place have 
been fortunate enough to 
secure for that occasion Prof. 
A. L. Ward, of Sioux City, Ia., 
one of the most celebrated 
and daring aeronauts in the 
country, who is now under 
contract to be at Luverne at 
the time stated and make 
one of his famous balloon 
ascensions and parachute 
jumps. The balloon to be 
used on this occasion is in the 
neighborhood of thirty feet 
in height and is equipped for 
the performance of the most 
daring feats ever witnessed 
in the country.

On the way up Prof. Ward 
gives a thrilling performance 
on the trapeze and takes with 
him a trained dog which 
creates much amusement 
and interest in making a 

Bits by 
Betty

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical 

Society

1892: July celebration includes aeronaut

parachute descent of his own.
After going as high as 

his balloon will carry him, 
Prof. Ward discharges a 
number of explosives and 
then jumps from his balloon 
with a parachute. The exhibi-
tion will be one of thrilling 
interest and no one should 
fail to witness it.

The programme for the 
day will include many other 
features of interest, and the 
Herald feels safe in assuring 
the public that the celebra-
tion will be an exceptionally 
good one. The programme 
in full will be completed in 
a few days and will be ready 

for publication in the next 
issue of this paper. A meet-
ing of the general committee 
was held at the town hall last 
Saturday evening and the 
following additional sub-
committees were appointed:

On transporation, Geo. 
S. Bell, L. J. Okre, and Albert 
Barck;

On ground, F. L. Dobell, 
Frank Fritz, and the commit-
tee on sports; On decorations, 
S. B. Nelson, John Houg, 
Chas. Bartlett, Frank Hinkly, 
Mary Gillham, Babe Shawver 
and Mabel LaDue;

On programme, L. S. 
Nelson, A. Ross and R. B. 
Hinkly;

On reception, W, F, Ken-
dall, P. Hawes, P. J. Kniss and 
J. R. Wright.

By direction of the com-
mittee the president was 
requested to extend an 
invitation to the fire depart-
ment, Co. H, and each of the 
civic societies to join in the 
procession.

Half rates will be given 
on all the railroads and 
efforts are being made to 
secure special trains.

Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

Lori Sorenson photo/0408 farm store check to backpack and food shelf

Pancake Day turns into donation
Nate Golla of the Luverne Farm Store presents a $1,200 check to BackPack volunteer 
Rhonna Jarchow (left), Rock County Food Shelf volunteer Katie Baustian and LACF Direc-
tor Emily Crabtree Thursday morning, April 1, in the Luverne Area Community Foundation 
office. Golla presented the check in honor of the 2021 Pancake Day, which was canceled 
for the second year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He said the funds that would have 
been spent on Pancake Day will now benefit the BackPack Program and Rock County 
Food Shelf instead. He noted that the Farm Store’s customer appreciation event continued 
for 55 consecutive years prior to 2020, and the donation at least marked the Farm Store’s 
community commitment. “We’re making the donation in honor of our customers,” Golla said.

Pet rabbit helps
family ready for Easter

Rollie, the large pet rabbit of the Pat and Angela Swyter family in Luverne, helps with the 
trimming of the landscape Saturday in preparation for the Easter holiday the following day. 
Normally housed in the family garage, Rollie enjoyed the weekend’s 80-degree temperatures 
by staying in the family’s front yard under the watchful eyes of and close proximity to Chloe 
and Pat Swyter. “He doesn’t go anywhere,” Chloe said. Below: Winnie, Chloe, Reese and 
Pat Swyter completed lawn work as the family’s pet rabbit, Rollie, checked out branches and 
leaves cleaned from the home’s landscaping.

Mavis Fodness photos/0408 Bunny Help

Rollie the Rabbit (above and at left) chews 
on a branch as Winnie Swyter cleans up 
branches Saturday.
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Obituaries

Nelvin Albert Schelhaas, 
82, Luverne, died Saturday, 
April 3, 2021, at Ava’s House 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

A celebration of life ser-
vice with food and fellowship 
to follow will be from 4 to 
8 p.m. Saturday, April 10, 
at Grand Prairie Events in 
Luverne. Burial with military 
honors will be at Hillside 
Cemetery in Edgerton at 2 
p.m. Sunday, April 11. Per 
Minnesota Executive order, 
masks will be required.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials are preferred.

Nelvin Schelhaas was 
born on May 9, 1938, to 
John and Lena (Van Rockel) 
Schelhaas in Pipestone 
County, Minnesota. He was 
raised on the family farm and 
attended school in Edger-

ton. After school, he began 
working 
for Har-
old Nis-
sen on 
a farm 
n e a r 
W o o d -
stock.

H e 
married 
Geneva 

Hubers on Nov. 30, 1963, 
at the American Reformed 
Church in Woodstock. The 
couple moved to Gaza, Iowa, 
for a short time. They then 
moved back to Pipestone, 
where Nelvin began work-
ing at Sturdevants. In 1975 
he bought a shop and began 
Nelvin’s Radiator and Small 
Engine Repair until retiring 
in 2003.

Nelvin Schelhaas
At this time, Geneva 

accepted a new job and the 
couple moved to Hawarden, 
Iowa, for seven years. They 
then moved to Luverne, to 
enjoy their retirement. Ge-
neva died on May 17, 2012. 
Nelvin continued living in 
their home until 2019, when 
he moved to Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, to live with 
his daughter and son-in-law.

Nelvin was a member 
of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Luverne. He 
honorably served his coun-
try from 1961-1967 in the 
United States Army. He 
and Geneva enjoyed bowl-
ing on a couple’s league for 
many years. He also enjoyed 
walking, taking bus tours, 
tinkering with engines and 
visiting with people.

Menu

Monday, April 12: Chick-
en and noodle casserole, 
mixed vegetables, peaches, 
cookie. 

Tuesday, April 13: Veg-
etable soup with crackers, 
meat sandwich, oranges, 
brownie.

Wednesday, April 14: 
Chicken a la king, biscuit, 
carrots, pears.

Thursday, April 15: Tater 
tot casserole, green beans, 
bread, peaches.

Emma Jean Blomgren, 
age 82, of Ellsworth, Min-
nesota, died Thursday, April 
1, 2021, at her home in Ells-
worth.

Mass of Christian Burial 
will take place at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021, 
at St. Catherine Catholic 
Church in Luverne, with 
Msgr. Gerald Kosse celebrat-
ing.  Burial will follow at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in Elkton, 
South Dakota.
     A time of visitation will 
be from 9 to 11 a.m. at 
the church on Wednesday 
morning.

Sept 7, 1938, on a farm 
close to Elkton, I was born 
into the Clarence and Mar-
garet (Houselog) Blomgren 
family. I joined my sister, 
Audrey and my big brother, 
Clarence Jr. When I was old 
enough to attend school, I 
went to Elkton Public School, 
graduating high school in 

1956 along with 26 other 
c l a s s -
mates.

A f -
ter high 
school I 
attended 
General 
B e a d l e 
S t a t e 
Teachers 
C o l l e g e 

in Madison, South Dakota 
and began my teaching ca-
reer after receiving a 2-year 
certificate, in Oldham, South 
Dakota. Along the way of the 
teaching career I made stops 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
Fort Dodge, Iowa, and on to 
Ellsworth, Minnesota.

When I finished my 
4-year degree GBSTC had 
changed to Dakota State. 
I furthered my graduate 
education receiving an MA 
from USD. I added another 
30 graduate hours from 

Emma Blomgren
Mankato State.

During my younger years, 
beginning with my job at 
Oldham, I joined the Locke 
Electric Women’s fast pitch 
softball team. We had many 
successful seasons, play-
ing in the larger cities such 
as St. Paul, Omaha, Sioux 
City, Fargo, Rapid City. We 
also were in the Sioux Falls 
league and usually won the 
city championship. We had 
many State Championship 
trophies to hand to our spon-
sors, Lloyd and Gladys Locke. 
They attended as many of 
our travels as they could and 
were wonderful examples for 
all of us. We also played city 
league basketball for them in 
Sioux Falls.

After retiring from teach-
ing in Ellsworth, I worked in 
two supermarket meat de-
partments, one in Worthing-
ton, Minnesota, and the 
other in Luveme. I met many 

wonderful people as co-
workers and customers at 
both stores.

I was so fortunate to 
meet so many wonderful 
people along my journey 
friendships formed from 
childhood lasted until I left 
this world.

My fiancé, Kenny An-
derson Sr., my parents, 
sister Audrey Lorden, and 
brother Clarence Jr. all 
preceded me in death.

I am buried in the cem-
etery of the church where I 
was baptized, Our Lady of 
Good Counsel St. Mary’s 
Cemetery.

My hope is that people 
who knew me will recall at 
least one time that I made 
them laugh out loud.

Arrangements were 
provided by Jurrens Funeral 
Home, jurrensfuneralhome.
com

 (0408 V)

Nelvin is survived by 
his children, Duane Schel-
haas of Pipestone, and Kay 
Thomas (Rick Heidelberger) 
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota; 
four grandchildren, Darrick 
(Danielle) Thomas, Zachary 
Thomas, Shania Schelhaas 
and Derrick Heidelberger; 
brother Jake (Gladys) Schel-
haas of Jasper; and other 
family.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Geneva; 
his parents; an infant broth-
er; and three sisters, Janice 
Posthuma, Caroline De-
Grote and Laura Posthuma.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral 
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.

(0408F)

Albert Boeve, 97, Luverne, 
died Saturday, April 3, 2021, 
at the Sanford Luverne Hos-
pice Cottage.

A funeral service is at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 
7, at the American Reformed 
Church in Luverne. Burial 
with military honors follows 
at Maplewood Cemetery in 
Luverne. Per MN executive 
order, masks are required 
and social distancing will be 
observed.

Albert Boeve was born on 
the family farm north of Hull, 
Iowa, on March 30, 1924, to 
Henry and Ella (Bos) Boeve. 
He was the fourth of fifteen 
children. He attended coun-
try school through the eighth 
grade and then worked for 
area farmers.

Albert was drafted into 
the United States Army in 
February 1945. After basic 
training, he was sent to the 
Pacific war zone and served 
his time guarding the ruins 
of Hiroshima. Later he vol-

Albert Boeve
unteered to be a military po-

lice officer 
in Tokyo, 
J a p a n , 
and stood 
guard at 
the war 
c r i m e 
t r i a l s . 
H e  w a s 
h o n o r -
ably dis-

charged as a corporal in 
December of 1946.

Albert married Cynthia 
Intveld on Feb. 14, 1947. They 
made their first home on a 
farm near Sheldon, Iowa. In 
March of 1948 they moved to 
a farm south of Luverne. In 
1981, after 34 years on the 
farm, they moved to Luverne, 
but Albert continued farming 
for several more years. Cyn-
thia preceded Albert in death 
on Nov. 13, 2010.

Albert was a charter 
member of the American Re-
formed Church in Luverne in 
1955. He served as a deacon 

on the first consistory and 
was also a Sunday school su-
perintendent and a member 
of the men’s brotherhood. In 
his young years, he played 
fast-pitch softball. Albert en-
joyed going to the sale barn 
and having daily coffee with 
friends in his free time.

Albert is survived by his 
three children, Allen (Elaine) 
Boeve of Steen, Randall 
(Becky) Boeve of Slayton, 
and Myron (Shirley) Boeve of 
Luverne; seven grandchildren, 
Lynette (Paul) Schultz, Craig 
(Nancy) Boeve, Heather (Jim) 
Hoekman, Melanie (Ross) 
Behrends, Matthew (Dana) 
Boeve, Melissa (Nate) Buck-
land, and Brittany (Cody) 
Neumiller; 16 great-grand-
children; brothers Arthur 
Boeve of Hills and C. James 
Boeve (fiancee Janice Lust-
field) of Beaver Creek; sisters 
Doreen (Arnold) Hulshuf of 
Sioux Center, Iowa, Eleanor 
Warntjes of Hull, Iowa, and 
Helen Overman of Rock Rap-

ids, Iowa; brother-in-law Bill 
Ostra of Winnconne, Wiscon-
sin; and sisters-in-law Joan 
Boeve of Hills, Lois (Roger) 
Baatz of Rock Rapids and 
Arlene Traber of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Cynthia Boeve; 
his parents; brothers Henry 
C. (Joanna and Darlene) 
Boeve, Case (Elizabeth) Bo-
eve, Donald Boeve, Everett 
Boeve, Merlin Boeve, Gary 
Boeve, and Ervin (Sara) 
Boeve; sisters Gertrude (Gil-
bert) Leusink and Lois Ostra; 
brothers-in-law John Warn-
tjes and Tunis Overman; 
and sisters-in-law Henrietta 
Boeve and Sharon Boeve. 

Memorials are preferred 
to the American Reformed 
Church in Luverne or Sanford 
Luverne Hospice.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral 
Home of Luverne, www.
hartquistfuneral.com

(0408 F)

Know it 
and grow it

By George Bonnema, 
Luverne Horticulturalist

Friday, April 16: Turkey 
with gravy, mashed potatoes, 
corn, dinner roll, frosted cake.

Half Price Day sponsored 
by Minnwest Bank.

LSS Dining offers well-
balanced and affordable meals.

Call Lynette Hoiland at 
283-9846 to make dining reser-
vations or for home-delivered 
meals.

Gift certificates are avail-
able at the meal site or online 
at www.lssmn.org/nutrition.

It seems that garden 
plants that were showing 
growth last week survived the 
16-degree cold without dam-
age, and I’m appreciating that, 
especially after one breezy 
88-degree day yesterday, I 
have daffodils blooming this 
morning … what a glorious 
morning view!

I do seem to have more 
than my share of critter 
problems … both two legs 
and four legs.

A pair of Canadian honk-
ers seem to think Poplar 
Creek flowing next to my 
garden would be the ideal 
place to raise a family … food 
and water … what more could 
a freeloader ask for. They are 
pretty easy to dissuade. 

However, the deer that 
has decided I am gardening 
for his benefit is a different 
threat. Deer will not touch 
daffodils, but tulips are defi-
nitely on their menu.

The deer problem be-
came evident last winter 
when he would hit against the 
bird feeder to dump the bird 
seed out and then eat it off the 
snow. I strung electric fence 
around the area but never saw 
tracks in the snow to indicate 
that he had come back to 
check out the fence. Then a 
week ago, when I uncovered 
my spinach in another garden, 
he was most appreciative of 
that fresh salad.

I purchased 80 pounds 
of Milorganite fertilizer to 
spread on my own as well as 
gardens that I care for, and 
the odor of that fertilizer is 
enough to repel them. Mil-
organite is a fertilizer made 
from sewage sludge. It is 
composted so it is totally safe 
to use. The formulation is a 
great balance for flower or 
vegetable gardens so I hope I 
have convinced the deer that 

this is not the place for them 
to live happily ever after.

It rained last night or I 
would be out planting my 
potatoes, onions, lettuce, 
radishes and brassica crops 
(cabbage, broccoli, kale, 
etc.). These are all garden 
vegetables that benefit from 
early outdoor planting while 
the soil is cool. A light frost 
will not hurt them, although I 
do cover the started brassica 
plants with milk jugs to pre-
vent the wind from beating 
them up. 

The milk jug cover is 
what it says … cut three sides 
along the bottom and fold the 
fourth back like hinge. Set it 
over the plant and pile loose 
soil on the folded-out flap to 
keep the jug in place. Remove 
the cap so heat doesn’t build 
up during the day.

I leave them in place for 
a couple of weeks until the 
plant is trying to get out of 
the hole. Great way to recycle 
the jug, and I reuse them year 
after year.

Bonnema is a garden-
ing enthusiast and former 
greenhouse owner. He can be 
reached at flowergb@iw.net.

Fertilizer becomes
deterrent for pesky deer

Community Education

Luverne Community Education will offer the follow-
ing classes and activities. Call 507-283-4724 to register.

Learn how to keep your yard looking fresh from George 
Bonnema at the Pruning Shape Up class on April 13.  Fee 
is $10. Using glaze, heat, flames and cooling, transform a 
pottery piece into an Amazing Raku Treasure on April 17. 
Fee is $5 plus the cost of a piece of pottery.
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By Michael Walgrave
Rock Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
engineering technician

Spring is here. The soil is 
warming. Frost could impact veg-
etables and crops, but this is the 
right time to plant trees.

If you ordered trees from our 
office this past winter, they will be 
available for pickup April 9.

In the following weeks, the 
Rock SWCD will be planting trees 
around Rock County for conser-
vation and land-improvement 
projects.

Landowners should be aware 
that trees are experiencing more 
stress than usual as a result of 
weather extremes in the last five 
years. 

We have seen historically wet 
conditions in back-to-back years. 
In the last six months, we have 
seen drought conditions.

Weather events stress trees, 
which then makes them more sus-
ceptible to diseases. 

As a result of recent climate ex-
tremes, we have received more calls 
than usual regarding tree mortality 
and needle/leaf drop.

The University of Minnesota 
Extension has a few tips to help 
trees survive and thrive.

Water trees first 
and second year

The most important time to 
water trees is in their first and 
second year to help roots get estab-
lished. 

Within 24 hours after planting, 
the soil around the tree should be 
thoroughly soaked past the roots. 
Filling the hole with water and let-
ting it soak in before planting the 
tree is a good strategy.   

Your new planting should be 
watered every other day for the first 
two weeks. 

Trees should be watered weekly 
if there is less than 1 inch of rain 
for the week.

One way to see if you are 
watering enough is by sticking your 
finger in the soil a couple of inches.  
The soil should at least be moist 
two inches into the ground.

If water is ponding on the sur-
face and does not soak in within a 
few hours, the soil could be satu-
rated and may have drainage issues.

Mulch around trees 
Three to four inches of hard-

wood mulch under the tree is rec-
ommended to help maintain and 
regulate moisture in the soil. 

There should be a 2-to-3-inch 
space between the mulch and the 

tree trunk, so that the mulch will 
not hurt the tree. 

A circle of mulch around the 
tree should be as wide as the 
branches reach.

Along with moisture control, 
mulch also helps prevent diseases 
found in the soil from splashing 
up on the lower branches and kill-
ing new growth.

Increase airflow
Thin out evergreen trees so 

that their branches are not touch-
ing. Some tree diseases thrive 
in humid conditions. Increasing 
airflow by thinning out trees will 
decrease humidity in the canopy 
and thereby decrease disease pres-
sure. 

 
Add cover crops

If you don’t want to mulch 
around your trees, you might 
want to consider planting a low-
growing pollinator mix around the 
tree. A diversity of plant roots in 
the soil is good for soil health and 
tree health.

If the area had been tilled for 
planting the tree, cover crops can 
help get your soil structure back 
in to shape. Good soil structure 
allows water to infiltrate the soil to 

the trees roots.
Don’t forget about the critters. 

Tree tubes seem to be the best 
defense against rabbits and deer.

     
How to plant more trees

Tree orders for the spring 
should be placed in the fall of the 
previous year. We recommend 
contacting our office in October. 
Popular trees tend to run out by 
November.

You can see what our nursery 
can ship to us by visiting Schum-
achersNursery.com

We only order 2-to-3-foot 
bare root ($1.85-each) and 1-gal-
lon potted evergreen trees ($8.50-
each).

We do have a few extra trees 
this year. The bare root trees we 
still have are American plum, 
apricot, elderberry, American 
hazelnut, hackberry, nannyberry, 
golden willow, blue willow and 
laurel leaf willow.

Larger trees still available 
are red oak and American linden, 
paper birch, black walnut and cot-
tonwood. We also have a few extra 
evergreens including white spruce.

You can reach me at the Rock 
County Land Management Office 
by calling 507-283-8862.   

to the collaborative project 
to help a rare species right 
here in our own backyard,” 
said Tony Fisher with the 
Minnesota Zoo.

Rock County was the 
first in the state to have 
purebred bison 60 years 
ago when three from Fort 
Niobora National Wildlife 
Refuge in Nebraska 
relocated to the Mound 
Springs Recreational Area 
north of Luverne on Nov. 3, 
1961. 

According to news 
accounts at the time, that 
same year the park’s name 
changed to Blue Mounds 
State Park.

Don Gordon was the 
park’s manager 60 years 
ago. He worked with the 
park committee and the 
Minnesota Conservation 
Department (predecessor 
of the MnDNR) to bring the 
bison to Minnesota. 

Luverne officials 
encouraged the 
conservation department 
to purchase 50 acres of 
native prairie that came up 
for sale near the recreation 
area and establish a bison 
herd.

“I’m sure it will be an 
outstanding attraction,” 
Gordon said in 1961, “not 
only for the people of the 
community, but for people 
from all over the country 
who visit the park every 

summer.”

Bison lead to 2020 
record park visits

The initial bison herd 
to Blue Mounds — one 
bull and two cows — has 
grown to 100 cow-calf pairs, 
yearling and breeding stock. 

In 2020 Blue Mounds 
recorded 268,000 visitors, 
the most since the program 
opened.

Current park manager 
Chris Ingebretsen said park 
officials were updated last 
month about the bison 
conservation program 
and the importance the 
Blue Mounds herd has in 
the program’s continued 
success.

“Blue Mounds State 
Park will always be a key 
part of it,” Ingebretsen said.

Currently 540 acres 
of the 1,000-acre park is 
dedicated to the bison. The 
park is at the maximum 
number of bison and sells 
about 30 head each fall. 

Genetic testing 
completed in 2012 by the 
Minnesota Zoo shows the 
current bison herd is free of 
cattle genetics. This makes 
them rare among modern 
bison and key to the success 
of the conservation herd. 

Minneopa State Park 
near Mankato received Blue 
Mounds bison for the herd 
program in 2015.

coaching and a place for her 
four children to continue 
their skating lessons.

Her rink search ended 
through a chance meeting 
with Luverne’s Diana 
Erickson at the ice arena 
in Sioux Center, where her 
children Brianna and Jim 
were skating. 

Erickson put her in 
touch with the BMFS 
director Mary Tilstra, “who 
called me right away and 
the rest is history.”

After four years of 
commuting to Luverne 
twice a week, the Shearer 
family moved to Luverne in 
2008.

Shearer became an 
instructor for the Learn 
to Skate and competitive 
figure skating programs 
at Luverne, later adding 
skating for hockey players. 
She also helps organize the 
group’s annual ice show.

BMFS recently 
completed its 29th annual 
performance March 19-20, 
where Shearer’s retirement 

was officially announced.
“She (Shearer) has 

dedicated a good amount 
of her life to not only 
making her athletes 
better skaters, but to 
become better people 
through hard work and 
adversity,” were the 
word’s written in the 
event program.

Several of Shearer’s 
former students have 
become instructors and 
coaches for BMFS.

“I feel I am leaving the 
program in great hands,” 
Shearer said. “I’ve loved 
every minute of it but 
can’t wait to get on with 
this next step in our lives.”

The Shearers are 
currently building a barn-
dominium (conversion of 
a barn into living space) 
near Platte, South Dakota, 
look forward to visiting 
their two granddaughters 
in Alaska, plan to travel in 
an RV during the winter 
and watch son Shaid play 
college hockey.

As weather pattern shifts from wet to 
dry, pay attention to trees under stress

Trees are experiencing more stress than usual as a result of weather extremes 
in the last five years. There have been historically wet conditions in back-to-
back years. In the last six months, there are drought conditions. Weather 
events stress trees, which then makes them more susceptible to diseases. 

Blue Mounds bison/from page 1

Shearer retires/from page 2
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Rock County well
represented for 
all-conference

Spring sports are back on track after year 
off due to COVID-19 pandemic

Brennen Rupp photo/0408 Spring  photo
Spring sports are back in Rock County. After getting their seasons cancelled last year due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
the spring sports teams are happy to be back practicing this spring in preparation of the upcoming season. 

By Brennen Rupp
High school spring 

sports are back in Rock 
County. 

A year after the 
2020 spring season 
was canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the spring sports teams 
for Luverne and Hills-
Beaver Creek are back 
practicing in preparation 
for the upcoming season.

“It’s exciting to 
have the kids back at 
it,” Luverne track coach 
Pete Janiszeski said. 

“It feels great to be 
working with the kids 
and helping them strive 
toward their goals and 
becoming their best.”

The first official 
day of practice for the 
spring sports teams was 
on March 29. The first 

“It’s exciting to have 
the kids back at it. 
It feels great to be 

working with 
the kids and 

helping them strive 
toward their goals 

and becoming 
their best.”

Luverne track 
coach 

Pete Janiszeski

contests will be Thursday, 
April 8.

The Luverne softball 

players will open their 
season Thursday, April 
8, when they hit the road 
to take on Blue Earth.

The baseball team 
for Luverne will open 
the season in Windom 
on Friday, April 9. 

The track and field 
team for the Cardinals 
will open the season 
with an away meet in 
Blue Earth on Thursday, 
April 8. 

The boys’ tennis 
team for Luverne will 
open the season on April 
8 when they welcome 
Fairmont to Luverne.

The girls’ golf team 
will open the season on 
Saturday, April 10, when 
they travel to Worthing-
ton.

The boys’ and girls’ 
golf teams will both 

have a home meet on 
Tuesday, April 13, at the 
Luverne Country Club.

The Hills-Beaver 
Creek golf team will 
open the season on 
Thursday, April 8, in 
Westbrook.

The H-BC track 
athletes will open their 
season on Friday, April 
9, in Slayton.

Janiszeski said the 
focus for his team is to 
get better each day.

“Right now we’re 
just taking things one 
day at a time and trying 
to help the kids find 
their niche,” Janiszeski 
said. 

“We just want the 
kids to focus on leaving 
practice each day a little 
better than they were to 
start the day.”

By Brennen Rupp
The Big South 

Conference recently 
announced its All-
Conference teams for 
boys’ and 
girls’ hockey, 
wrestling and 
gymnastics, 
and multiple 
Luverne 
athletes made 
the list.

The 
Red Rock 
Conference 
released its 
All-Conference 
teams for 
basketball. 
Several Hills-Beaver Creek 
athletes were named to the 
team.

Gymnastics 
In gymnastics, Amira 

Cowell and 
Ella Reisdorfer 
both earned 
all-conference 
honors.

Wrestling
In 

wrestling, 
Riley Cowell 
earned all-
conference 
honors. Cowell 
finished his 
senior season 
with a 25-6 record. 

Girls’ Hockey
Kamryn Van Batavia, 

Reghan Bork and Rylee Gee 
were all named to the all-
conference team. 

Van Batavia finished 
the season with 47 goals 
and 40 assists.

Bork finished the 
season with 28 goals and 41 
assists.

Gee finished her senior 
season with 20 goals and 16 

assists.

Boys’ Hockey
Shaid 

Shearer earned 
all-conference 
honors. The 
senior goalie 
finished the 
season with 871 
saves.

Cade 
Wenninger 
earned all-
conference 

honorable mention. 
Wenninger finished his 
senior season with 31 
points.

Red Rock Conference

Boys’ 
Basketball

H-BC 
Patriot Cole 
Baker earned 
first-team all-
conference 
honors.

Oliver 
Deelstra 

and Zander 
Wysong both 
earned honorable 
mention.

Girls’ Basketball
Kenadie Fick, Taryn 

Rauk, and Abby Knobloch 
all earned all-conference 
honors.

Annie Bos earned 
all-conference honorable 
mention. 

In addition to ‘sit,’ ‘stay’ and ‘heel,’ puppies need socialization

 I figured it was time to give 
you all an update on my newest 
Labrador puppy, Ghost.  He just 
reached the 9-month mark and is 
doing all the things puppies like 
to do.  

If you give him a free minute, 
he will run down the hall and 
hide under my bed and then 
destroy anything he found there 
or took with him on his way there. 

He is so big he can barely fit 
under there but squeeze he does.

Most of the time his 
destructions are mild. 

The biggest loss was a 
1-week-old pair of hand-knitted 
wool socks I had worn only once. 

I even put them up on the 
dresser and he found them and 
had a “Big And Rich” time in 
puppy terms

He did chew the top off of 
a pretty good pair of ankle high 
hunting boots.

 Good thing my pants still 
cover the damage.

I have spent the last few 
winter months working on “here,” 

“sit” and “heel.” This was done 
inside my shed. 

He has graduated to the point 
where he will walk at “heel” off 
lead with pretty good success.

What I would like to share 
today are some other very 
important things you need to be 
doing as that dog grows from 
the puppy stage to an adult dog 
which happens in about one 
year’s time.

I have been socializing him 
at every opportunity.  I have a 
saying that “… anything a puppy 
is properly exposed to in the first 
six months of their life, they will 
most likely not be scared or timid 
of for the rest of their life.” 

This can be loud noises, 

thunder, train whistles, shop 
vacuums, gunfire, fireworks and 
other things that many dogs will 
freak out from.

There is a proper way and 
many terrible ways to do these 
introductions

When it comes to loud noises 
like those listed earlier, it takes 
more than one experience to be 
successful.

I start my shop vacuum in 
another room. 

I gather up my puppy in 
my arms and starting at a long 
distance, I will slowly walk 
toward the noise. 

I am petting him and gently 
talking to him.

I say, “What is that sound? 
Should we go check it out?” 

At the first sign of 
apprehension, I start backing up 
and the lesson is over for the day. 

It might take a few efforts, 
but in no time he will think the 
noise is no big deal.

The same method works for 
introduction to gunfire. 

I leave the puppy in a kennel 
in the truck with the windows 
closed. 

I walk about 100 yards away 
and fire a gun in the opposite 
direction of the truck. 

If you have a helper, you can 
sit with the little one and have 
your helper shoot the gun. 

Brennen Rupp photo/0408 AC  
Luverne’s Amira 
Cowell earned first-
team all-conference in 
gymnastics.

Brennen Rupp photo/0408   
H-BC’s Cole Baker 
earned all-confer-
ence in basketball.

The Outdoors

 By Scott Rall, Outdoors columnist

If the puppy starts to get 
nervous, back away; that session 
is over for that day.  

It took about four exposures 
to gunfire, each time with the gun 
a little closer, and soon Ghost 
would sit right next to the trap 
thrower while my friends did 
their best to dust the clays as they 
were propelled skyward.

When they are no longer 
afraid of the sound of a gun, I 
then add in some fun bumper 
retrieves.  

As a helper shoots the gun, 

Scott Rall’s labrador puppy 
Ghost will turn 10 months 
old on Thursday, April 15.

I would throw a bumper in a 
slightly different direction. 

The excitement of the 
retrieves is then associated with 
the sound of the gun, and as a 
result, all of my dogs get excited 
when they see a gun. 

Intro to gunfire is certainly 
not the only socialization your 
puppy needs.  

Controlled contact with 
other people, other dogs and new 
places is also important. 

Dog introductions need to be 
done with both the puppy and the 

introduction dog on a leash. 
You never really know how 

the new dog might react when an 
energetic puppy starts wanting to 
play. 

I saw the results when the 
puppy was cut loose with a new 
dog and ended up with a big dog 
canine puncture wound right 
through the top of its nose into 
the nasal cavity of the little one. 

Surgery fixed up the little guy, 
but there was a serious lesson 
learned by that new owner that 
day. Not all of those “gone bad” 
introductions end up with a good 
outcome. 

With no prior introductions, 
the puppy had just arrived two 
days earlier, an associate of mine 
had the neighbor’s dog bust loose 
from their back yard, and within 
15 seconds her puppy was killed 
by the neighbor dog. 

It is normally not that 
serious of an outcome, but dog 
introductions are very important 
and then need to be done the 
right way. 

In a few weeks I will share 
Ghost’s first experience in the 
water. 

It was a grand affair and 
more than a few laughs were had. 
Stay tuned.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is 
a habitat conservationist, avid 
hunting and fishing enthusiast 
and is president of Nobles 
County Pheasants Forever. He 
can be reached at scottarall@
gmail.com. or on Twitter @
habitat champion.

“Anything a puppy is 
properly exposed to in 
the first six months of 

their life, they will most 
likely not be scared or 
timid of for the rest of 

their life.
This can be loud noises, 
thunder, train whistles, 

shop vacuums, 
gunfire, fireworks and 
other things that many 

dogs will freak out from.”
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I’m sure you’ve heard 
the old saying, “To err is 
human, to forgive, divine.” 
I wonder if you know who 
said it?

Some attribute this 
famous line to Shake-
speare while others think 
it can be found some-
where in the Bible.

The man who actually 
coined this phrase was the 
poet Alexander Pope. It’s 
just one line out of 750 
others in his first major 
poem, “An Essay on Criti-
cism,” which he penned 
when he was only 23.

Pope wrote this poem 
for aspiring authors, and 
this particular section 
was to remind them that 
everyone makes mistakes 
and they should not be 
so critical of those who 
criticize them.

But for Christians, I 
think it’s possible for us 
to take more away from 
the line, “To err is human, 
to forgive, divine.” It re-
calls our weak and sinful 
natures and reminds us 
that true forgiveness is 
not born out of the human 
will but only from the 
divine will of God.  

In Matthew 18, we 
find that Peter has come 
to Jesus with a question. 
He asks, “Lord, how of-
ten will my brother sin 
against me and I forgive 
him?”

Forgiveness was a 
common topic for Jesus. 
Its importance could not 
be understated. Jesus had 
taught the disciples what 
to do if someone sinned 
against them, but what 
about the one who wants 
forgiveness? How many 
times must we forgive the 
one who sins against us?

The question itself 
gives insight into the hu-
man will. It’s as if Peter 
and the other disciples 
want to know the bare 
minimum required of 
them to be good Chris-
tians.

P e t e r  p r o b a b l y 
thought it was pretty gen-

erous to suggest forgiving 
one’s erring brother or sis-
ter seven times! After all, 
Jewish custom held that 
three times was plenty.

But even with Peter’s 
good intentions, he’s still 
trying to put a limit on 
God’s grace. He’s still try-
ing to figure out at which 
point a person no longer 
deserves forgiveness.

What he fails to recog-
nize is that no one deserves 
God’s forgiveness, and yet 
we receive it anyway.

Jesus then tells a par-
able which illustrates the 
underlying absurdity of 
Peter’s question. In the 
parable, a king calls a ser-
vant to pay his debt. He is 
told that he owes 10,000 
talents – an incredible 
amount of money. The ser-
vant begs the king, “Have 
patience with me and I will 
pay you everything!” He 
underestimates what he 
owes and foolishly thinks 
that he can repay it.

Jesus says, “And out of 
pity for him, the master of 
that servant released him 
and forgave him the debt.”

In just one little line 
we see the wonderful 
mercy of this king, and by 
correlation the limitless 
grace of our God. 

Our ability to forgive 
others is born out of the 
great mercy God has 
shown us. It is a power-
ful gift with the ability 
to settle disputes, heal 
broken hearts, and mend 
torn relationships. Yes, it 
is true, “To err is human, 
to forgive, divine,” but 
through God’s grace we 
are called to forgive oth-
ers as God has forgiven us.

The power of
divine forgiveness

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe
St. John Lutheran 
Church, Luverne

Built on

a Rock

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Sundays 8:30 a.m. Mass. Public mass will be celebrated at FULL capac-
ity in the church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m. Friday and 8:30 
a.m. Sunday. No mass, communion service or rosary at care centers at 
this time. 5 p.m. Saturdays and 8:30 a.m. mass will be live streamed on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Visit www.
stscl.org for more information. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 10:50 a.m. Church Education classes. 
6:30 p.m. Evening worship service. Tuesday, April 13: 9:30 a.m. Cof-
fee break. Wednesday, April 14: 6:30 a.m. Ladies’ Prayer Time. We are 
streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page at 9:30 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. You 
may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are on 
local cable TV at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays. 
In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of 
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Face-
book Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ann Zastrow, Pastor

Thursday, April 8: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Saturday, April 10: 5:30 p.m. 
Worship service. Sunday, April 11: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10 a.m. Sunday 
school. 10:30 a.m. Adult study via Zoom. Tuesday, April 13: 9 a.m. Staff 
meeting. 1:30 p.m. GLCW meeting. 6:45 p.m. Ministry meetings. 8 p.m. 
PPC meeting following by Exec meeting. Wedndesday, April 14: 7 a.m. 
Men’s Bible study. Online, TV and Radio Worship options are still available. 
Online Sundays 9 a.m. on the church website www.graceluverne.org, click 
Worship tab or go directly to our Facebook page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, 
Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 will air our worship service Mondays at 4:30 
p.m. and Fridays at 10 a.m. – NEW TIME! Radio: KQAD-AM Radio will air 
our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 p.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well. Mondays, 
6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany Lutheran 
Church (Luverne). Also visit els.org with our sister churches for online wor-
ship opportunities. 

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Friday, April 9: 6:30 a.m. Community Men’s Bible study. Sunday, April 11: 
9:30 a.m. Worship service with guest pastor. 10:50 a.m. Sunday school. 
Monday, April 12: 6:30 p.m. VBS Station Leader workshop. 7 p.m. Com-
mons reserved. Tuesday, April 13: 10 a.m. Worship planning meeting. 12 
Noon Staff meeting. 7 p.m. Consistory meeting. Wednesday, April 14: 
5:30 p.m. Midweek meal. 6:30 p.m. Pioneer clubs; Youth groups. Worship 
services are also broadcast on Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and 
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s available upon request. To stay up to date on 
announcements, follow us on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Dorrie Hall, Pastor

Thursday, April 8: 1-3 p.m. Food Shelf curbside. Saturday, April 10: 8 
p.m. AA meeting. Sunday, April 11: 9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday school. 10:30 
a.m. Worship service. Live streamed on Facebook and YouTube. 4:30 
p.m. Genesis to Revelation Bible study. Prayer Warriors after the service. 
Monday, April 12: 6 p.m. Teachers meeting. 8 p.m. AA meeting. Wednes-
day, April 14: 6:15 p.m. FUEL. 6:30 p.m. Confirmation. 8 p.m. AA meeting. 
Thursday, April 15: 1-3 p.m. and 5-6:30 p.m. Food Shelf curbside.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com
Jason Cunningham, Pastor

The Star Herald reached out to churches for their worship information in the absence of in-person worship services, 
due to coronavirus social distancing. Those that responded are listed here. Those that would like to have

information posted here should call the Star Herald or email editor@star-herald.com.

Thursday, April 8: 9 a.m. PW Executive meeting. Sunday, April 11: 9 a.m. 
Sunday school. 10:15 a.m. Worship service. Monday, April 12: 6:30 p.m. 
Confirmation. Tuesday, April 13: 1 p.m. Communion at Mary Jane Brown 
Home. Wednesday, April 14: 6:30 p.m. Session meeting.  In-person Wor-
ship service and through Facebook Live Sunday. Our Facebook page can 
be found under First Presbyterian Church of Luverne. We are also on the 
local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. 
on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Saturday, April 10: 5:30 p.m. Worship. Sunday, April 11: 9 a.m. Worship 
service. 10:15 a.m. Adult Bible study. 11 a.m. Junior choir rehearsal. 
Wednesday, April 14: 6:30 p.m. Kids for Christ. 7:30 p.m. Youth group. 
Worship service is 75 people. Services will be available on the Vast chan-
nel 3 Sunday and online at the city website, cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
101 W. Maple, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Food mission every third Thursday. This month’s food giveaway will be 
Thursday, April 15 at 4:30 p.m. at the Generations building. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, April 11: 9 a.m. Worship at First Lutheran. Masks are highly 
recommended. Facebook live. Video worship via YouTube at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, April 11: 10:30 a.m. Worship at Palisade Lutheran. Masks are 
required. Worship will be streamed live on Facebook. Video worship via 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7 
p.m. Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Saturday, April 10: 10 a.m. Open house bridal shower in church basement 
for Ashley Hoyme, bride-to-be of Tony Wertish. Sunday, April 11: 9 a.m. 
Worship at Tuff Home. 10 a.m. Sunday school. 10 a.m. Worship at Bethle-
hem. 6 p.m. 8th-9th grade Confirmation. 5:30-7 pm. 9th-12th grade Youth 
night. 7-8:30 p.m. 6th-8th grade Youth night. Tuesday, April 13: 2:30 p.m. 
Tuff Home Bible study. 3:15 p.m. Village Bible study. Wednesday, April 9 
a.m. Quilting. Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of 
Hills. You can find more info on our website blchills.org. 

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
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Notice of public hearing 
for conditional use permits
	 Pursuant to the Rock County Zoning Ordinance, notice is hereby given by the 
Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission that a public hearing will be held at 
the Rock County Law Enforcement Center located at 1000 North Blue Mound Avenue, 
Luverne, Minnesota at 7:10 p.m., Monday April 12, 2021. The purpose of this hearing 
is to hear public comments on the following applications for conditional use permits:

Applicant:	 Reker Construction	
Location:	 NE 1/4 of Section 26 of Clinton Township, T101N, R45W, Rock 
		 County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Gravel extraction, stockpiling, and associated processing
		 	 	
Applicant:	 Central Specialties
Location:	 NW 1/4 of Section 13 of Vienna Township, T103N, R44W, 
		 Rock 	County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Placement and Operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant:	 Central Specialties
Location:	 W 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 35 of Mound Township, T103N, 
		 R45W, Rock County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Placement and Operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant:	 Central Specialties
Location:	 W 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 23 of Denver Township, T103N, 
		 R45W, Rock County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Placement and Operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant:	 Duininck, Inc.           
Location:	 Portions of N 1/2 of NW 1/4 of Section 14 and SE 1/4 of SW 
		 1/4 of Section 11 of Denver Township, T104N, R45W, Rock 
		 County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:            Placement and operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant:	 Duininck, Inc.            
Location:	 A portion of the SW 1/4 of Section 21 of Battle Plain Township, 
		 T104N, R44W, Rock County, MN
Conditional Use           Placement and operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

	 To help mitigate the risk to public health by following the recommendations from 
the Department of Health and Human Services, along with Governor Walz’ statewide 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the total number of attendees present at the meeting 
will be limited to 10 attendees as per the Governor’s requirements AND all attendees 
shall be required to wear face masks.
	 If you wish to offer comments relative to the public hearings being held and do not 
need to be present, we ask you to submit that those comments by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, 
April 12. Comments can be submitted in writing to the Rock County Land Management 
Office, located at 311 West Gabrielson Road, Suite 4, Luverne, Minnesota, or submitted 
by e-mail to: eric.hartman@co.rock.mn.us 
	 If you wish to actively participate in the public hearing process itself from an off-
site location, we are providing live access to the meeting through a teleconferencing 
service. To access the meeting, dial the following phone number: (425)436-6320 Then, 
when prompted, enter the access code number: 108575	
	 By order of the Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission
Eric A. Hartman, Zoning Administrator
311 W. Gabrielson Road
Luverne, MN  56156
507-283-8862	 	 	 	    (04-01, 04-08)

Schneiderman probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  PROBATE COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of                                                                Court File No. 67-PR-21-45
Jolene Faye Schneiderman, a/k/a Jolene F. Schneiderman
a/k/a Jolene Schneiderman,
	 Deceased,		    ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING

ON PETITION FOR ADJUDICATION OF
INTESTACY, DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP
AND APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATOR IN

SUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

	
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of  April, 2021, at  8:30  
O'clock  A.M., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock County Courthouse, 
Luverne, Minnesota, for the adjudication of intestacy and determination of heirship and for 
the appointment of Harold Schneiderman, whose address is 10058 230th Street, Magnolia, 
Minnesota 56158, as administrator of the estate of the above named decedent in supervised 
administration, and that any objections thereto must be filed with the Court. That, if proper, 
and no objections are filed, said administrator will be appointed to administer the estate, 
to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real and 
personal property, and do all necessary acts for the estate.  Upon completion of the ad-
ministration, the administrator shall file a final account for the allowance and shall distribute 
the estate to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.
	 Pursuant to Minnesota Statute Section 524.3-403 Subd. (a) notice is hereby 
given that the Petitioner, Harold Schneiderman, has reason to believe that the 
original will of the decedent has been lost or destroyed. Petitioner also states that 
an authentic copy of said will has been presented to the Court for formal probate.
	 Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said 
estate are required to present the same to said administrator or to the Court Admin-
istrator within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.

Dated: March 30, 2021	 	           	 /s/ Terry S. Vajgt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
	 	 	 	 /s/ Natalie Reisch
	 	 	 	 Court Administrator
Douglas E. Eisma
Attorney for Petitioner
Eisma and Eisma
130 East Main
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-4828
I.D. #158343

(04-08, 04-15)

Rock County Commissioners 
meet Feb. 16

Herreid Board Room 				             9:00 A.M.
Rock County Courthouse		  Feb. 16, 2021
	 The meeting was called to order by Chair Williamson with all Commission-
ers present; also in attendance were County Attorney Jeff Haubrich, Admin-
istrator Kyle Oldre, Deputy Administrator Susan Skattum and Mavis Fodness.
	 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.
	 Motion by Burger, seconded by Overgaard, to approve the February 16, 
2021 County Board agenda, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Thompson, to approve the February 2, 
2021 County Board minutes with corrections, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Mark Sehr, Engineer, presented Resolution No. 04-21, support-
ing MnDOT Local Road Improvement application for Clinton Township 
for improvement on 61st Street from CSAH 11 to 90th Ave; motion by 
Burger, seconded Overgaard, to approve, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Burger, to approve Resolution No 05-21, sup-
porting a MnDOT Local Road Improvement Program application for the City of Luverne for 
improvements on Freeman, Hatting and Mead streets, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Engineer presented the 5-year Road and Bridge Construction Plan for 
2021-2026. There was a discussion regarding the CSAH 4 project scheduled 
for 2022 as the Engineer stated that the project includes cemented shoulder-
ing on each side of the road to accommodate bike/pedestrian traffic lanes 
from the Luverne City Park to CSAH 9; the cost for that feature is estimated at 
$300,000. Motion by Burger, seconded by Thompson, to approve the 5-year 
Road and Bridge Construction Plan as presented, declared carried on a voice 
vote. The Engineer was directed to review options for a bike path lane separate 
from CSAH 4 plan that is identified in the Road & Bridge Construction plan.
	 Emily Crabtree, Luverne Area Community Foundation (LACF) Executive Director, 
presented an update of the Ashby Memorial Bike Trail, a privately funded bike path 
beginning at the Luverne City Park and ending at CSAH 9; construction of the 1.35 
mile path is scheduled to begin in the spring 2021 with completion in October 2021, 
pending the approval of perpetual easements and land donations from property owners 
along the proposed route.  Upon completion, the LACF is requesting Rock County 
to assume ownership of the path and a property donation from the Rock County 
Sportsman Club; after considerable discussion, motion by Burger, seconded by Reisch, 
to accept both donations – the 1.35 miles of bike path and property from the Rock 
County Sportsman Club located along the path, declared carried on a voice vote.  
	 Calla Jarvie, Rock County Community Library Director, stated that the Blandin 
Grant of May 2018 is officially closed out and that they utilized the entire grant of 
$75,000 for broadband infrastructure enhancements along with donations from 
PC’s for People valued at $5,000.  Jarvie stated that she looks forward to future 
endeavors in working with the Blandin Foundation.
	 Jarvie stated that she has applied to participate in a fellowship program 
through the University of Kentucky for Third Grade Reading Literacy made 
available through the Rural Library Institute; presented as information only.
	 Jarvie also provided an update of the NACO Leadership Training of which she has 
enrolled in; she stated that she enjoys the training and is very appreciative of the opportunity.
	 Ashley Kurtz, Auditor/Treasurer, presented the claims for payment; motion by 
Thompson, seconded by Overgaard, to approve, declared carried on a voice vote.  A 
complete listing of the claims is available upon request at the Auditor/Treasurer's office. 
	 FEBRUARY 16, 2021 CLAIMS OVER $2,000	
	 BURLINGTON-NORTHERN/SANTAFE RAILWAY COM	 $2,676.80 
	 BUTLER MACHINERY CO	             	 	   4,632.97 
	 CHS	             	 	   7,003.74 
	 COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY	             	   6,731.00 
	 COUNTRY CUPBOARDS INC.	             	 	   3,250.00 
	 IDENTISYS INC	             	 	   2,224.20 
	 KETTERLING SERVICES INC	             	 	   7,950.62 
	 LYON COUNTY LANDFILL	           	 	 12,208.56 
	 MORRIS ELECTRONICS	           	 	 25,350.84 
	 NOBLES COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER	           	 11,700.00 
	 OPG-3 INC	             	 	   3,615.70 
	 PLUM CREEK LIBRARY SYSTEM	           	 	 19,990.58 
	 ROCK COUNTY OPPORTUNITIES	             	 	   2,354.76 
	 STAPLES ENTERPRISES INC	             	 	   2,556.72 
	 TOLLEFSON PUBLISHING	             	 	   2,215.99 
	 59 PAYMENTS LESS THAN $2,000	         	 	  21,947.13 
    	 TOTAL	  	 	                $136,409.61 
	 The County Board was in receipt of the Fund Balance report; the Auditor/Treasur-
er stated that the report reflects the first half of maintenance funds received for the High-
way Department and Gas Tax distribution to townships.  Motion by Burger, seconded 
by Overgaard, to approve the Fund Balance report, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Administrator informed the County Board of potential legisla-
tion changing the tax classification for Solar Farms from Ag to commercial 
which will have large impact on the property tax collected. The Adminis-
trator encouraged the County Board to reach out to Senator Weber and 
request no changes be made on the tax classification for Solar Farms.
	 The Administrator informed the County Board that a second round of CO-
VID-19 vaccinations is scheduled for March 3rd and that the next tier of individuals 
eligible to receive vaccinations are people that are age 75 and over and teachers.
	 The Administrator stated that applicants for Business Relief Grant funds will be 
receiving their checks this week. Some requests were modified due to result of the 
Department of Revenue form 185 query that confirmed receipt of state funding.  The 
state funding amount was subtracted from the original amount requested and then 
calculated at a percent distribution formula to determine the amount to be received.     
	 The Administrator informed that County Board of additional federal funding relat-
ing the COVID19; Rock County is forecasted to receive $1.8 million in federal relief funds.  
	 The County Board was in receipt of correspondence from Gevo/Agri Energy, 
stating their intent to keep the Luverne plant operational with future plans of convert-
ing it to a Net Zero plant, similar to the proposed site in Lake Preston, South Dakota.
	 The County Board reviewed drafts of images of a logo for 
Rock County; it was determined to do additional research.
	 Commissioner Reisch stated that he had attended the following meet-
ings: Rock-Nobles Community Corrections, Union negotiations, Tax Abatement.
	 Commissioner Thompson stated that she had attended the following 
meetings: Tax Abatement
	 Commissioner Overgaard stated that he had attended the following 
meetings: Business Relief, Magnolia Township, Transit Advisory, Kenneth City 
Council and had the opportunity to tour Next Era facility located in Juno, Florida.
	 Commissioner Williamson stated that he had attended the following meet-
ings: Rural Water.
	 Commissioner Williamson also informed the County Board on HF 90/ SF 
163, legislation that would eliminate the shotgun only zone for deer hunting in 
southern MN and allow rifles to be used. After considerable discussion, mo-
tion by Burger, seconded by Williamson, directing the Administrator to draft 
a letter opposing the proposed legislation, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 With no further business to come before the County Board, the meeting was 
declared adjourned by order of the Chair.

(04-08)

Rock County Commissioners 
meet March 2

Herreid Board Room 				             9:00 A.M.
Rock County Courthouse		  March 2, 2021
	 The meeting was called to order by Chair Williamson with all Commissioners 
present; also in attendance were County Attorney Jeff Haubrich, Administrator Kyle 
Oldre, Deputy Administrator Susan Skattum and Mavis Fodness.
	 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.
	 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Thompson, to approve the March 02, 2021, 
County Board agenda, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Burger, to approve the February 16, 2021, 
County Board minutes, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Burger, to recess the County Board meeting, 
declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Thompson, to open the Public Hearing 
at 9:04 a.m., declared carried on a voice vote. Purpose of the Public Hearing was 
allow public comments on a tax abatement request from Rock River Ag Properties 
to abate the county’s share of taxes at 100% for period of ten years. There were 
no attendees at the Public Hearing.
	 Motion by Williamson, seconded by Overgaard, to close the Public Hearing at 
9:14 a.m., declared carried on a voice vote.
	 After discussion, motion by Reisch, seconded by Overgaard, to approve 
Resolution No. 06-21, a tax abatement for Rock River Ag Properties, for a period 
(9) years with a 100% abatement for years 1-5, and reduced abatement of 20% per 
year for years 6-9, declared carried on a voice vote.  
	 Ashley Kurtz, Auditor/Treasurer, presented the claims; motion by Burger, 
seconded by Overgaard, to approve the claims as presented, declared carried on a 
voice vote. A complete listing of the claims is available upon request at the Auditor/
Treasurer's office. 
	 MARCH 2, 2021 CLAIMS OVER $2,000	
	 A & B BUSINESS INC	  	 	 $2,512.68 
	 CENTERPOINT ENERGY	            	   3,836.52 
	 FLEET SERVICES DIVISION-ADMIN FMR	   7,034.42 
	 HERMAN MOTOR CO	             	   3,478.57 
	 LUVERNE/CITY OF	             	   7,055.45 
	 SANFORD HEALTH	             	   4,908.67 
	 SHORT-ELLIOTT-HENDRICKSON, INC	   3,370.20 
	 38 PAYMENTS LESS THAN $2,000	          	 14,382.54 
   	 TOTAL	  	                 $46,579.05 
	 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Thompson, to approve the Fund Balance 
report, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Williamson, to approve a fund transfer 
of $6,250.00 from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to the Auditor/Treasurer’s account, 
declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The County Board was in receipt of a report identifying approved tax abate-
ments and Rock Home Initiative Abatements:
	 Rock County Economic Development Tax Abatements: 
	 2016 New Vision Coop - Martin Township – 2017-2026
	 2018 Midwest Dry Cast LLC – Luverne Township – 2019-2026 
	 2020 A-1 Jet LLC/Momadic Properties – 2022-2026 
	 Rock County Home Initiative Abatements: 
	 2019 - Chad & Tamara Rauk – City of Beaver Creek, Greg & Marilyn Uithoven 
	 – Magnolia Township 
	 2020 Jason Steinhoff - Clinton Township, Tyson & Jenna Metzger – City of 
	 Beaver Creek, Dianne & Elbert Lee West Jr – City of Beaver Creek, Ronald 
	 & Cheryl Hup – City of Hills, Greg & Erica Kracht – Magnolia Township and 
	 Colin Lyndorff & Ashley Nye 
	 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Burger, to approve a liquor license renewal 
for the Luverne Country Club, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Auditor/Treasurer stated that she was in receipt of a Rock Home Initiative 
Tax Abatement application from Ross VanHulzen and a Tax Abatement application 
from Kelly and Jamie Leuthold dba Leuthold Salon. There was a discussion regard-
ing establishing a public hearing schedule for tax abatements requests. Motion by 
Thompson, seconded by Overgaard, to schedule a Public Hearing for the VanHulzen 
and Leuthold tax abatement requests for April 6, 2021 at 9:05 a.m. in the Herreid 
Board meeting room and establish a quarterly schedule of June 22nd, September 
21st, and December 21st for future public hearings to review tax abatement ap-
plications, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Auditor/Treasurer informed the County Board that Rock County’s wind 
production tax revenue for 2021 is $792,326.91, an increase of $50,000.  Distribution 
is as follows:  county retains 80% and townships will receive 20% of the revenues.
	 Mark Sehr, Engineer, presented the following bids for the (4) bituminous 
surface rehabilitation projects scheduled for 2021 in Rock County identified as SAP 
067-602-019, SAP 067-603-032, SAP 067-605-013, SAP 067-607-019, and SAP 
067-609-023:
	 Central Specialties Inc.                                               $3,058,598.68
	 Knife River Corporation                                               $3,267,166.76
	 Duininck Inc.                                                                $3,281,416.39
	 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Burger, to accept the bid from Central 
Specialties Inc for $3,058,598.68, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Engineer led a discussion regarding multi use trail beginning at the east 
edge the City of Luverne and  going east to CSAH 9 and then going south on CSAH 9 
to the proposed Ashby Memorial Bike trail. Options to place a 1.5 mile multi use trail 
would involve land acquisitions from private property owners, business and agriculture 
owners, utilizing ditch right-of-ways due to close proximity of current homes, design 
engineering and trail construction all exceeding $700,000. The Engineer stated 
that construction plans for CSAH 4 scheduled in 2022 include eight foot cemented 
shoulders on each side of CSAH 4 beginning at the Rock River bridge in the City 
of Luverne going east to the intersection of CSAH 9 and that the estimated cost for 
cement shoulders CSAH 4 is $300,000 and will be paid with state aide construc-
tion funds as part of the CSAH 4 project. After considerable discussion, motion by 
Reisch, seconded by Thompson, to proceed with the CSAH 4 project as identified 
in the 5-year plan with eight foot cemented shoulders on each side of CSAH 4 to 
CSAH 9 and directed the Engineer to inquire to MnDOT about a speed study for 
that section of roadway on CSAH 4 going east to CSAH 9, declared carried on a 
voice vote. 
	 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Thompson, to declare the following equipment 
at the Highway Department as surplus and sold on government auction site, declared 
carried on a voice vote.
	 1. Unit #241 – 2001 Sterling Tandem Axle Dump Truck with plow equipment
	 2. Unit #244 – 2003 Sterling Tandem Axle Dump Truck with plow equipment
	 The County Board was in receipt of the Business Relief Grant recipients, 
presented as information only. The committee was thanked for their efforts in 
determining the distribution formula.
	 Cozy Rest Motel	 	 	 7,799.20
	 Dang Fine Dine	 	                 21,664.47
	 Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 3403	 	 7,669.22
	 Grand Prairie Events LLC	 	                64,993.36
	 Green Lantern Bar & Gril S & L	 	                21,664.47
	 Hidden Hills Cafe	 	                25,694.05
	 Howling Dog Saloon	 	                11,980.75
	 Kenneth Bar	 	                  7,799.20
	 Luverne Hotel Partners LLC	 	                21,664.47
	 Luverne Pizza Ranch Inc	 	                17,331.57
	 Luverne Power Fitness	 	                  1,842.58
	 Magnolia Cafe	 	                  4,332.89
	 Spring Brooke LLC	 	                21,664.47
	 Up the Dam Creek LLC	 	                  2,807.09
	 Wildflowers Coffee Boutique	 	                11,092.21
	 TOTAL	 	            $250,000.00
	 The County Board was in receipt of a 3-year service contract from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Extension for 2022-2024; the contract identifies annual increases 
between 2.25% and 2.50%. Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Williamson, to 
approve the 3-year contract, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Jason Kloss, SWHHS Public Health Director, presented a brief update regarding 
COVID-19 vaccinations; a vaccination clinic is scheduled to be in Luverne on March 
2nd at the Prairie Event Center from 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM.  Most shots are the second 
shot to designated individuals who received their first shot from the February 3, 2021, 
clinic and remaining doses will be available to individuals who are teachers and/
or school staff and persons age 65 and older. The next phase of vaccinations will 
be for food processing plants, other essential workers and individuals with chronic 
health conditions under age 65. Kloss encouraged the public to get on multiple lists 

for receiving the COVID-19 vaccination.
	 Commissioner Reisch stated that he had attended the following meetings:  
Plum Creek, City/County Liaison.
	 Commissioner Thompson stated that she had attended the following meetings:  
Southwest Health and Human Services.
	 Commissioner Overgaard stated that he had attended the following meetings:  
City/County Liaison, AMC Extension.
	 Commissioner Burger stated that he had attended the following meetings:  
Southwest Health and Human Services.
	 Commissioner Williamson stated that he had attended the following meetings:  
Rural Water, Prairie Rose Community Fund.
	 With no further business to come before the County Board, motion by Reisch, 
seconded by Overgaard to adjourn the meeting, declared carried on a voice vote.

(04-08)

C & S Pork, LLC applies 
for  livestock feedlot permit

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
LIVESTOCK FEEDLOT PERMIT

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
MINNESOTA RULE 7020.2000, SUBP. 4

	 Notice is hereby given per Minnesota Statutes 116.07, subd. 7(a), that 
C & S Pork, LLC. will be applying to Rock County and the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency for a permit to construct a new feedlot of 720 animal units.  
	 The proposed feedlot will be located in the NE1/4 of Section 6 of Martin Township, 
T101N, R46W, of Rock County, Minnesota. The proposed construction will consist of 
one 2400 head total confinement barn housing finishing swine. The barn will have an 
under-floor reinforced concrete pit to hold manure generated by the swine.  The final 
animal unit capacity will be 720 animal units after the construction. The feedlot will be 
owned by C & S Pork, LLC.
	 This publication shall constitute as notice to each resident and each owner of 
real property within 5,000 feet of the perimeter of the proposed feedlot as required by 
Minnesota State Law.
	 Published at the request of C & S Pork, LLC.

(04-08)
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WWW .PIPESTONE.COM
Apply today online at www.pipestone.com
or call Human Resources at 507-825-2532.

Pipestone based routes
CDL required

Home every night
No Weekends

Hauling weaned pigs & cull sows

LOOKING FOR:
FULL-TIME & PART-TIME DRIVERS

We Are Growing!

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT Momadic
assumes name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
	 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
	 ASSUMED NAME: Momadic
	 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
	 116 SE Park St., Luverne, MN 56156 USA
	 NAMEHOLDER(S):
	 Name: A-1 Jet, LLC
	 Address: 116 SE Park St., Luverne, MN 56156 USA
	 	If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.
	 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document 
under oath. 
	 Signature : /s/ Scott Viessman, Gen Partner
	 CONTACT PERSON: Scott Viessman
	 MAILING ADDRESS: None provided
	 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: tricia@a1jet.com

(04-01, 04-08)

Kindt probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK		  PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 67-PR-21-52

Estate of Delores Henrietta Kindt 	 NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON
aka Delores H. Kindt	    PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND

                                                              APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO 

	                        Decedent  	                   CREDITORS

	 It is Ordered and Notice is given that on April 26, 2021 at 8:30 a.m., a  hearing will be 
held in this Court at 204 E. Brown Street, Luverne, Minnesota, 56156, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be the Will of the Decedent, dated April 26, 2016, and codicil(s) 
to the Will and separate writing(s) under Minn. Stat. 524.2-513 ("Will"), and for the appoint-
ment of Mavis Sheinhauer, whose address is 2637 60th Street, Rochester, MN 55901 as Per-
sonal Representative  of the Estate of the Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED administration.
	 Any objections to the petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representative 
will be appointed with full power to administer the assets of the Estate in Minnesota 
including the power to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and ex-
penses, and sell real and personal property, and do all necessary acts for the Estate.
	 Notice is also given that (subject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors hav-
ing claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court Administrator within four months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be barred. 	                	 	 	
	 A charitable beneficiary may request notice of the probate proceedings to be 
given to the Attorney General pursuant to Minn. Stat. 501B.41, subd. 5.

	 Dated: 3/29/2021                                                    	 BY THE COURT
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 /s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
	 	 	 	 Natalie Reisch
	 	 	 	 Court Administrator
	 Attorney for Petitioner	 	 	
	 Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
	 Vander Kooi Law Offices, P.A.
	 127 E. Main, PO Box 746
	 Luverne, MN 56156
	 Attorney License No.: 112124
	 Telephone: 507-283-9546
	 Fax: 507-283-9626
	 Email: lawkooi@gmail.com
	 	 	 	 	   (04-01, 04-08)

Notice of public hearing 
for variance requests

Close Proximity Owners and Local Officials 
of the Rock County Board of Adjustment

	 Notice is hereby given that the Rock County Board of Adjustment will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 12, 2021, at the Rock County Law Enforcement Center, 1000 
North Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, Minnesota, at 7:00 p.m. to act on the following 
applications:
	 Eric Sas has requested a variance to permit the construction of farm shop to be 
located no less than 95 feet from the centerline of the public right of way on the property 
located at 2058 241st Street in Section 11 of Battle Plain Township, T104N, 44W, Rock 
County, Minnesota. Said property is owned by Sas Holdings. The proposed structure 
would encroach upon the required setback from the public right of way as allowed in 
the Rock County Zoning Ordinance.
	 Daniel Fick has requested a variance to allow the placement of a feedlot to be 
located less than one-half mile from an existing dwelling, with the feedlot to be located 
in the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 section of Section 9 of Clinton Township, T101N, R45W, 
Rock County, Minnesota. Said property is owned by Morris and Elizabeth Fick. The 
proposed feedlot would encroach upon the required setback from the nearest dwelling/
residence as allowed in the Rock County Zoning Ordinance.
	 To help mitigate the risk to public health by following the recommendations from 
the Department of Health and Human Services, along with Governor Walz’ statewide 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the total number of attendees present at the meeting 
will be limited to 10 attendees as per the Governor’s requirements AND all attendees 
shall be required to wear face masks.
	 If you wish to offer comments relative to the public hearings being held and do not 
need to be present, we ask you to submit that those comments by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, 
April 12. Comments can be submitted in writing to the Rock County Land Management 
Office, located at 311 West Gabrielson Road, Suite 4, Luverne, Minnesota, or submitted 
by e-mail to: eric.hartman@co.rock.mn.us 
 	 If you wish to actively participate in the public hearing process itself from an off-
site location, we are providing live access to the meeting through a teleconferencing 
service. To access the meeting, dial the following phone number: (425)436-6320 Then, 
when prompted, enter the access code number: 108575
	 The properties described above are both zoned A-2, General Agriculture.

Dated: April 1, 2021
By Order of the Rock County Board of Adjustment
Eric Hartman, Zoning Administrator
311 W. Gabrielson Road
Luverne, MN  56156
507-283-8862  	 	 	 	      (04-01, 04-08)

Smook probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  PROBATE COURT

DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK			            PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of		  Court File No. 67-PR-21-61
Myron Edward Smook, a/k/a Myron E. Smook,
a/k/a Myron Smook, 		    ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING                  
	 Deceased	                                          FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND     
		                     APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

IN SUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS       

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:	
	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of April, 2021, at 8:30 
O'clock A.M., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock County Courthouse, 
Luverne, Minnesota, for the formal probate of an instrument purporting to be the will of the 
above named deceased, dated July 26, 2016, and for the appointment of Scott Smook, 
whose address is 1730 New Brighton Blvd., Ste. 104-172, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413, 
as personal representative of the estate of the above named decedent in supervised 
administration, and that any objections thereto must be filed with the Court. That, if proper, 
and no objections are filed, said personal representative will be appointed to administer the 
estate, to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all necessary acts for the estate.  Upon completion of the 
administration, the representative shall file a final account for the allowance and shall distrib-
ute the estate to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.
	 Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said estate 
are required to present the same to said personal representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.
               	
Dated: March 26, 2021                                            	 /s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
     	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 /s/ Natalie Reisch 	
Douglas E. Eisma	 	 	 Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Eisma and Eisma
130 Est Main
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-4828
I.D. #158343
	 	 	 	                      (04-08, 04-15)

Van Westen probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  FIFTH JUDICIAL COURT

                                                                         DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                                     PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 67-PR-21-8  42

Estate of	 NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON                      
	 Ruth Van Westen,	 PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND 
                  Decedent	 APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
	          	                                 REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

	 It is Ordered and Notice is given that on April 26, 2021, at 8:30 a.m., a hearing will be 
held in this Court at 204 E Brown St, Luverne, Minnesota, for the formal probate of an instru-
ment purporting to be the Will of the Decedent dated, May 2, 2017, and codicil(s) to the Will 
dated, and separate writing(s) under Minn. Stat. 524.2-513 ("Will"), and for the appointment 
of Keith Van Westen, whose address is 114 W. Dodge Street, Luverne, MN 56156, and 
Kevin Van Westen, whose address is 2600 S. Grinnell Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57106, as Per-
sonal Representative of the Estate of the Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED administration. 
	 Any objections to the petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at 
the hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representa-
tives will be appointed with full power to administer the Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to sell real and 
personal property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate.
	 Notice is also given that (subject to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to the 
Personal Representatives or to the Court Administrator within four months after the 
date of this Notice or the claims will be barred.
	 A charitable beneficiary may request notice of the probate proceedings to be 
given to the Attorney General pursuant to Minn. Stat. 501B.41, subd. 5.

Date Filed: March 29, 2021	 	 	 BY THE COURT

COURT SEAL	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 Judge of District Court
	 	 	 	 /s/ Natalie Reisch
	 	 	 	 Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioners
Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
Vander Kooi Law Offices, P.A.
Street: 127 E. Main Street; PO Box 746
Luverne, MN 56156
Attorney License No: 112124
Telephone: (507) 283-9546
FAX: (507) 283-9629
Email: lawkooi@gmail.com

(04-08, 04-15)

Rock County Highway 
Department seeks bids by 

May 3
SIDEWALK, CURB & GUTTER

S.A.P. 067-604-032

	 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department at 
Luverne, Minnesota until 10:00 A.M. on Monday May 3rd, 2021.
	 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CON-
TAINED IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions as contained in the Proposal. Propos-
als will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County Highway 
Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue Mound 
Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour set for receiving bids 
for the following Rock County Highway work.  Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, May 
4th, 2021 at the regular Rock County Board of Commissioners Meeting held in the 
Law Library at the Rock County Courthouse.
	 The Major Quantities of Work are: 1,816 Lin. Ft. Remove Curb and Gutter; 
1,830 Lin. Ft. Remove Bituminous Pavement; 360 Sq. Yd. Remove Pavement; 9,283 
Sq. Ft. Remove Concrete Walk; 7,012 Sq. Ft. 4” Concrete Walk; 1,593 Sq. Ft. 6” 
Concrete Walk; 1,816 Lin. Ft. Concrete Curb and Gutter Design B624
	 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest 
at www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.
co.rock.mn.us/highway .  Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 
56156-0808 / (507) 283 - 5010.
	 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $50.00.
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of 
the proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-604-032”
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or 
all bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(04-08, 04-15, 04-22)
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WWW .PIPESTONE.COM
Apply today online at www.pipestone.com
or call Human Resources at 507-825-2532.

Full-time or Part-time
Haul weaned pigs & cull sows

Pipestone based - Home Nightly

Seeking Drivers
Owner/Operators to
pull company trailers

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

For Rent in Luverne: Two-bed-

room apartment with central 

air, on-site laundry, includes 

water, heat and one-stall ga-

rage. No smoking and no pets. 

507-920-0406.             (3.20-4.8)

Our online auction was a suc-
cess! Thank you to all the bid-
ders, people and businesses that 
donated items and businesses 
that graciously adjusted expi-
ration dates on gift cards.  Spe-
cial thanks to the Star Herald 
for helping with advertising. 
We appreciate your support!

Luverne Music Boosters 
(4.1-4.8)

THANK YOU for the cards, 
messages and well wishes that 
I received for my 80th birthday. 
It was a great and special time; 
please accept my sincere grati-
tude for helping me celebrate.

Fred Cook
(4.1-4.8)

Thank you to the doctors, 
nurses and staff in the Sanford 
Luverne and Sioux Falls hospi-
tals that helped in my stay and 
treatment; and to family and 
friends for their calls and visits. 
All is very much appreciated!

Carol Stroh
(4.8-4.10)

CARDS OF THANKS

Thank you for all the 
cards and messages sent to 
me.  It made my birthday
extra memorable this year.

Thanks, 
Bill Holling

(4.8-4.10)

MISCELLANEOUS

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get 
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE 
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

Client Community Services, 

Inc. is accepting applications 

for caregivers in Luverne!  

Caregivers to assist our con-

sumers with personal cares/hy-

giene, program goals and more. 

There is some responsibility for 

medical needs. We are seeking 

individuals who are personable, 

reliable and interested in mak-

ing a difference in the lives of 

individuals with physical and/

or developmental disabilities. 

Applicants must be 18 or old-

er to apply. Block schedules 

include working every other 

weekend and rotating holidays. 

To view our current openings, 

please visit our website, www.

clientcommunityservices.org 

or call Brenda at the CCSI of-

fice in Worthington at (507) 

376-3171 ext. 2           (4.1-4.17)

Help Wanted: Carpenter 
needed. Full-time, competi-
tive wage based on experi-
ence. Call for more informa-
tion. Mike 605-553-6571, 
Luverne.     (4.1-4.17)

Help Wanted: Looking for 
a full-time truck driver to 
run local. Home every day, 
hours vary, pay based on ex-
perience. Must have Class 
A CDL. Call 507-92-5469 
or 507-227-0607.           (tc)

For Sale: Lanscaping rock 
1.5 and 3/4-inch rock. Also 
do stump grinding. Call 
Wayne Biever Construction 
at 507-227-4521 or 507-283-
4614. Also have yard dirt. 
715 SW Park Street, Luverne, 
MN.                 (4.8-4.24)
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Question: What is 
being done about distracted 
driving? It seems like it is 
getting worse. 

Answer: When we 
think of distracted driv-
ing, most of us think of 
someone holding a phone 
up to their ear or scrolling 
through their social media 
feed. But distracted driv-
ing takes a lot of different 
forms. When you fiddle 
with your car stereo, you’re 
taking your eyes and atten-
tion off the road. Same with 
cleaning up a spill from that 
barbecue sandwich you’re 
trying to eat. Setting your 
navigation while driving 
also distracts from the road, 
and even passengers can 
distract you.

The Minnesota State 
Patrol, along with law en-
forcement across the state 
is currently conducting an 
extra distracted driving 
enforcement campaign that 
runs through April 30. 

Troopers, deputies and 
officers will be looking to 
educate those drivers who 
are distracted and enforce 
Minnesota’s hands-free 
law that went into effect 

in 2019. Law enforcement 
cited 19,778 drivers for 
failing to comply with the 
hands-free law in 2020. 

Hands-free cell
phone law

The law allows a driver 
to use their cell phone to 
make calls, text, listen to 
music or podcasts and get 
directions, but only by voice 
commands or single-touch 
activation without hold-
ing the phone. Remember, 
hands-free is not necessar-
ily distraction-free.

•$100 or more includ-
ing court fees for a first 
offense.

•$300 or more includ-
ing court fees for a second 
and/or subsequent offense.

•If you injure or kill 
someone while violating 

the hands-free law, you 
can face a felony charge of 
criminal vehicular opera-
tion or homicide.

We want people to 
drive smart and focus 100 
percent of their attention 
on the road to help avoid a 
tragedy that could change a 
family’s life forever. Dis-
tracted driving contributes 
to an average of 31 deaths 
and 192 life-changing inju-
ries a year (2016-2020). 

Please park the phone, 
turn it off, put it out of 
reach, or use a hands-free 
device. Pre-program your 
radio stations, and adjust 
your mirrors and vents 
before you leave. Map out 
your destination and route 
in advance. Avoid messy 
foods and secure your bev-
erage. Model proper driving 
behavior for your kids, and 
ask your passengers to help 
with anything that might 
take your attention away 
from the road.

With just a few adjust-
ments, you can stay safe on 
the road and decrease your 
chances being involved in 
a crash.

If you have any ques-
tions concerning traffic-
related laws or issues in 
Minnesota, send your ques-
tions to Sgt. Troy Chris-
tianson – Minnesota State 
Patrol at 2900 48th Street 
NW, Rochester MN 55901-
5848.  (Or at, Troy.Chris-
tianson@state.mn.us)

Ask 
A Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson, 
Minnesota State Patrol

Distracted driving getting worse
Enforcement campaign operates through April 30 

READ US
ONLINE!

star-herald.
com

Judicial branch expands payment options
The Minnesota Judi-

cial Branch is making it 
easier and more convenient 
for more people to make 
payments on their court-
ordered fines and fees in 
criminal cases.

Individuals who have a 
court-ordered fine or fee in 
a criminal case charged by 
complaint and are on a pay-
ment plan can now make a 
payment through the Court 
Payment Center’s phone 

line, or online at the Judi-
cial Branch’s PayFines web 
page. Prior to this expand-
ed payment option, only 
individuals charged by cita-
tion could make payments 
online or by phone.
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Cardinal 
Girls' 

Hockey

ROAD TO STATE

SECTION 3A CHAMPIONS
2021 STATE TOURNAMENT QUALIFIERS

12U 3rd PLACE STATE TOURNAMENT
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Cardinals reach state tournament second straight year

Submitted photo/0401Rylee Gee  photo

Luverne's Peyton Behr handles the puck in the state tournament matchup against Proctor/Hermantown on Friday, March 26. The Cardinals lost to the Mirage 8-0. 

By Brennen Rupp
The Luverne Cardinals 

girls’ hockey team reached the 
state tournament for a second 
straight year and for the third 
time in program history this 
season.

It was a season like no 
other. 

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic there was serious doubt 
if there would even be a season, 
let alone a state tournament. 

The Cardinals handled each 
obstacle thrown their way and 
finished the regular season with 

a 14-4 record. 
They earned the No. 1 seed 

in Section 3A. 
After defeating Windom 

Area in the semifinals, the Car-
dinals disposed of Mankato 
East in the section champion-
ship to stamp their ticket to 
the Class A State Tournament. 

“We knew coming into 
the season that everybody was 
going to be after us,” Luverne 
head coach Tony Sandbulte 
said. 

“Everybody was going to 
want to beat us because we 
were the team that went to 

state last year. You get yourself 
to the point where you’re the 
number one seed. You did ev-
erything right. We just stayed 
on it and finished through to 
the end.”

In the opening round 
of the state tournament the 
Cardinals lost to Proctor/
Hermantown, a team that en-
tered the contest with an 18-0 
record.

The Cardinals were able 
to navigate through uncharted 
waters this season thanks in 
large part to the strong senior 
leadership.  Cardinals/Page 4

Six seniors, Brynn Thier, 
Regan Feit, Roz Oye, Rylee 
Gee, Shelby Kracht and Sophie 
Holmberg led Luverne.

"They were a really spe-
cial group," Sandbulte said. 
"They've been on the team 
since seventh and eighth 
grade, winning 125 to 15- 
games. Their team play on the 
ice, dedication in the class-
room and commitment to the 
community is second to none. 
Their leadership will truly be 
missed. They've set a great 
example and raised the bar 
extremly high for future senior 

groups to reach.
Thier finished her final 

season as a Cardinal with 14 
points by scoring three goals 
and recording 11 assists. 

“She’s a strong defender,” 
Sandbulte said. “She’s another 
physical player for us. She’s a 
stay at home defenseman.”

Feit, who has been play-
ing since she was a seventh-
grader, finished her final 
season with seven assists and 
three goals.

“She’s just a hard worker,” 
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Submitted photo photo/0408 Seniors  photo

The six Luverne seniors on the roster pose for a photo after winning the section championship against Mankato East 7-2 on Friday, 
March 19.They are (from left) Brynn Thier, Sophie Holmberg, Shelby Kracht, Roz Oye, Rylee Gee and Regan Feit.

Sandbulte said. “She’s very 
strong and athletic. If we are 
facing a top line, we want Re-
gan on the ice against them.”

Oye finished her senior 
season with 13 goals and 12 
assists. 

“We can always count on 
her in the defensive zone,” 
Sandbulte said. “She really 
rises on big occasions. The 
tougher the team, the tough-
er she plays.”

Gee was third on the 
team with 20 goals. She 
also recorded 16 assists. The 
senior speedster also earned 
Big South All-Conference 
honors.

“Her speed is her great-
est strength,” Sandbulte said.  
“She’s very quick on her 
skates. She can just get up 
and down the ice.”

Kracht finished her 
senior season with 12 assists 
and four goals.

“She’s been very flexible,” 
Sandbulte said. “We feel 
comfortable having her on 
offense or defense. She’s got 
a lot of strength. She’s just 
very physical.”

Holmberg finished her 
senior season with seven as-
sists and one goal.

“She adds depth to this 
team,” Sandbulte said. “She’s 
kind of a spark plug for us.”

It will be a challenge for 
Luverne to replace the lead-
ership and production those 
six seniors brought to the ice. 

Cardinals/Continued from page 3

Cardinals/Page 5
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Cardinals/Continued from page 4
"They were a special 
group. They've been 

on the team since 
seventh and eighth 
grade, winning 125 
to 150 games. Their 

team play on the 
ice, dedication in 

the classroom, and 
committment to the 
community is sec-
ond to none. Their 

leadership will truly 
be missed. They've 
set a great example 
and raised the bar 
extremely high for 

future senior groups 
to reach."

- Luverne head coach 
Tony Sandbulte on 
what the six seniors 
meant to the team.

The good news for the 
Cardinals is they’ll have plenty 
of talent returning for the 
2021-2022 season as they look 
to make it to state for a third 
straight year.

Kamryn Van Batavia, who 
earned Big South All-Confer-
ence honors this season, is one 
of those returning players.

Van Batavia led the team 
in goals (47) for a fourth 
straight year. She also record-
ed 40 assists. 

Van Batavia’s 47 goals and 
87 points led the state of Min-
nesota. 

Reghan Bork will also 
return. Bork earned Big South 
All-Conference honors for her 
efforts during her sophomore 
season.

Bork led the team with 41 
assists. She finished second on 
the team with 28 goals. 

That duo will give the 
Cardinals one of the most dy-
namic combinations in Class A 
next season.

As an eighth-grader, Pey-
ton Behr finished third on the 
team with 21 assists. Behr also 
scored 17 goals. 

Mallory Nelson was a 
strong defenseman as a sopho-
more. Nelson finished this 
past season with five goals and 
10 assists.

During her freshman 
campaign, Anika Boll scored 
three goals and recorded four 
assists.

Zariah Holmgren and 
Brenn Siebenahler will also re-
turn to provide quality depth.

The Cardinals will re-
turn both of their goalies. 
Cheyenne Schutz recorded 
258 saves and Mallory Von 
Tersch recorded 170 saves.

Let's take a look at 
how the Cardinals reached 
the state tournament for a 
second straight season.

Brennen Rupp photo/0408 RB  photo

Luverne's leader in goals, Kamryn Van Batavia  handles the puck during Luverne's state tournament 
contest against Proctor/Hermantown. Van Batavia finished the season with a state-leading  47 goals. 

LHS 6, Windom Area 0
The Luverne Cardinals 

opened the regular season 
with a 6-0-shutout victory 
over Windom Area.

It took the Cardinals 17 
minutes to light the lamp 
during their season opener 
against the Eagles on Tuesday. 

In the opening 17 minutes, 
the Cardinals and Eagles were 
deadlocked at 0-0. Then in the 
second period, the Cardinals 
had an offensive explosion, 
scoring four goals.

Kamryn Van Batavia 
scored the team’s first goal of 
the season. It was the first of Cardinals/Page 6

her state-leading 47 goals of 
the season.

Kracht scored the second 
goal of the game. Peyton Behr 
recorded the assist on the goal.

Behr then notched the 
team’s third goal of the game 



Page 6	 Rock County Star Herald         2021 Girls' State Hockey	 April 8, 2021

Cardinals/Continued from page 5

Mavis Fodness photo/0408 Hockey Tab Viewers

Students at Luverne Middle-High School tuned into the live-streamed broadcast Friday afternoon, March 26, to watch classmates 
compete in the first round of the girls state hockey tournament against Hermantown-Proctor. In addition to the choir room (pictured 
above), students watched the game in the gym and individual classrooms.

to put the Cardinals up 3-0. 
Van Batavia and Reghan Bork 
both notched an assist on the 
goal. 

Bork scored the fourth 
goal of the period to put the 
Cardinals up 4-0. Van Batavia 
and Kracht both recorded an 
assist on the play. 

Van Batavia opened the 
scoring in the third period to 
put the Cardinals up 5-0. It 
was the sophomore’s second 
goal of the game.

Bork wrapped up the scor-
ing with a power-play goal to 
put the Cardinals up 6-0.

Van Batavia, who has been 
on the varsity squad since she 
was a seventh-grader, scored 
her 100th career goal in the 
game. 

Cheyenne Schutz recorded 
20 saves for the Cardinals.

Rochester Lourdes 4, LHS 
2

It was a battle of Top 10 
teams inside Blue Mound Ice 
Arena In Luverne’s second 
game of the season. Rochester 
Lourdes, the 10th-ranked team 
in Class A, defeated Luverne, 
the ninth-ranked team 4-2.

With just three seconds 
left in the first period, Roches-
ter Lourdes scored the game’s 
first goal.

With 12:05 left in the 
second period, Van Batavia 
scored a short-handed goal 
to tie the game at 1-1. Bork 
recorded the assist on the goal. 

Rochester Lourdes scored 
the next three goals to build a 
4-1 lead. 

Van Batavia scored her 
second goal of the game in the 
closing moments to make it a 
4-2 game.

Mallory Von Tersch re-
corded 19 saves. 

LHS 5, MN River 2

The Bulldogs struck first 
on an even-strength goal from 
Darbi Dunning. 

Regan Feit evened the 
game for the Cardinals by 
scoring a power-play goal. 
Mallory Nelson recorded the 
assist on Feit’s goal.

Behr put the Cardinals up 
2-1 when she scored a power-
play goal in the second period. 
Van Batavia notched the assist 
on Behr’s goal. 

The Bulldogs answered 
right back with a goal to tie the 
game at 2-2. 

Bork scored the first of her 
three goals in the game to put 
Luverne up 3-2 in the second 
period. Behr and Van Batavia 
both recorded an assist on 
Bork’s goal. 

Cardinals/Page 7
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Brennen Rupp photo/0408 MN  photo

Mallory Nelson looks to pass the puck to a teammate during Luverne's state tournament contest 
against Proctor/Hermantown.

Bork opened the scoring in 
the final period to put Luverne 
up 4-2. Van Batavia notched 
her third assist of the game on 
the goal.

Bork picked up the hat 
trick by scoring the final goal 
of the game to put Luverne up 
5-2. Van Batavia recorded her 
fourth assist of the game on 
the goal. 

LHS 9, Morris/Benson 0
The Cardinals had three 

players record hat tricks dur-
ing their shutout victory over 
the Storm.

Luverne’s offense erupted 
for five first-period goals to 
put the game out of reach for 
the visiting team right out of 
the gate. 

Bork opened the scoring 
to put Luverne up 1-0. Behr 
and Van Batavia both recorded 
an assist on the goal.

Van Batavia scored the 
next two goals to put the Car-
dinals up 3-0.

Bork scored her second 
goal of the period to put the 
Cardinals up 4-0. Behr and 
Van Batavia each notched an 
assist on the goal.

Oye wrapped up the 
scoring in the first period to 
put Luverne up 5-0. Nelson 
recorded the assist on the final 
goal of the period.

Oye scored a short-handed 
goal in the second to put the 
Cardinals up 6-0. Bork and 
Nelson both recorded an assist 
on the goal.

Van Batavia scored her 
third goal of the game when Cardinals/Page 8

she opened the scoring in the 
third period. Bork recorded 
the assist on the goal.

Bork scored her third goal 
of the game to put Luverne up 
8-0. Van Batavia recorded the 
assist on the goal. 

Oye wrapped up the scor-
ing by notching her third goal 
of the game. Rylee Gee and So-
phie Holmberg both recorded 
assists on the goal.

Von Tersch recorded 11 
saves in the win.

LHS 7, MN River 0
The Cardinals used a 

strong first period to pick up 
a 7-0 victory on inside Blue 
Mound Ice Arena. Luverne 
scored four goals in the open-
ing frame and never looked 
back en route to the shutout 
victory. 

Van Batavia scored three 
of the four first period goals 
for the Cardinals. Kracht 
scored the other goal for the 
Cardinals.

In the second period it was 
Gee scoring a short-handed 
goal to put the Cardinals up 
5-0. 

Van Batavia scored a 
short-handed goal to put 
Luverne up 6-0.

Bork wrapped up the scor-
ing in the third period to give 
the Cardinals a 7-0 lead. Thier 
and Holmgren assisted Bork 
on the play. 

Von Tersch recorded 17 
saves for the Cardinals. 
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Brennen Rupp photo/0408 Zariah  photo

Luverne's Zariah Holmgren prepares for the puck to drop against Proctor/Hermantown on Friday, 
March 26 at the Xcel Energy Center. The Cardinals lost to the Mirage 8-0.

Dodge County 4, LHS 1
Dodge County jumped 

on the visiting Cardinals by 
scoring four first period goals. 
That strong opening frame 
helped Dodge County hand the 
Cardinals a 4-1 loss.

The Cardinals were held 
scoreless through the first two 
periods before a Gee power-
play goal in the third period 
got Luverne on the board. 

Von Tersch recorded 40 
saves for the Cardinals. 

LHS 13, Worthington 0
It was all Luverne, all 

the time, at Blue Mound Ice 
Arena.

The Cardinals scored nine 
first period goals to blow out 
the Trojans 13-0. 

It took the Cardinals less 
than a minute to score the first 
goal of the game. Behr got the 
Cardinals off and rolling with 
a goal 56 seconds into the 
game. Van Batavia and Bork 
recorded assists on the goal. 

Van Batavia scored the 
next two goals for the Cardi-
nals to give the home team a 
3-0 lead. 

Thier scored the fourth 
goal of the period for the Car-
dinals. 

Rylee Gee put the Cardi-
nals up 5-0. Anika Boll and 
Roz Oye both recorded assists 
on the goal. 

Regan Bork scored the 
next two goals for the Cardi-
nals to increase Luverne’s lead 
7-0. 

Behr scored her second Cardinals/Page 9

goal of the period to put the 
Cardinals up 8-0. 

Bork scored her third 
goal of the period to put the 
Cardinals up 9-0. Kracht and 
Thier both recorded assists 
on the goal. 

Boll opened the scor-
ing in the second period to 
put the Cardinals up 10-0. 
Holmgren and Bork both 
recorded assists on the goal. 

Bork scored her fourth 
goal of the game to put 
Luverne up 11-0. Boll re-
corded the assist on Bork’s 
fourth goal. 

Nelson wrapped up the 
scoring in the second pe-
riod to put Luverne up 12-0. 
Holmberg and Oye both re-
corded an assist on Nelson’s 
goal. 

It was Gee scoring the 
team’s final goal in the third 
period to close out Worthing-
ton 13-0. Holmberg and 
Kracht both recorded an 
assist on the final goal of the 
game. 

Von Tersch recorded 14 
saves for the Cardinals. 

LHS 11, Morris/Benson 0
The Cardinals used a 

seven-goal second period to 
pull away from the Storm.

The strong second period 
helped the Cardinals pick up 
an 11-0 road victory. 

It didn’t take long for 
Van Batavia to open the 
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Brennen Rupp photo/0408 Roz Oye photo

Luverne's Roz Oye waits for the official to drop the puck during Luverne's state tournament matchup against Proctor/Hermantown. 
Oye finished her senior season with 25 points. Oye is one of six seniors that the Cardinals will lose to graduation this spring. 

Cardinals/Continued from page 8

Cardinals/Page 10

scoring for the Cardinals in 
the first period 1-0. Bork and 
Behr both recorded assists on 
the game's opening goal.

Oye followed up Van 
Batavia’s goal with a goal of 
her own to put the Cardinals 
up 2-0. Bork recorded the 
assist on Oye's goal. 

Van Batavia scored her 
second goal of the first period 
and Kracht scored the final 
goal of the period to give the 
Cardinals a 4-0 lead. 

Von Tersch opened the 
scoring in the second period 
to give the Cardinals a 5-0 
lead. Van Batavia and Behr 
both recorded assists on the 
goal.

Nelson scored an even-
strength goal to give Luverne 
a 6-0 lead.

It was Behr scoring a 
power-play goal to put the 
Cardinals up 7-0. 

Van Batavia scored her 
third goal of the game to put 
the Cardinals up 8-0.

Thier scored her first 
goal of the game to get in 
on the scoring parade to put 
Luverne up 9-0. 

Oye scored her second 
goal of the game to give the 
Cardinals a 10-0 lead. 

Von Tersch wrapped up 
the scoring with her sec-
ond goal of the game to put 
Luverne up 11-0. 

Schutz recorded 18 saves 
for the Cardinals.
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Brennen Rupp photo/0408 Shelby  photo

Luverne senior Shelby Kracht handles the puck during the state tournament matchup against Proctor/Hermantown. Kracht finished 
her senior season with 12 assists and four goals. Kracht is one of six seniors on the Luverne roster that will graduate this spring.

LHS 11, Worthington 0
After defeating the Trojans 

13-0 on Thursday, Feb. 11, the 
Cardinals topped Worthington 
11-0 five days later.

The Cardinals scored six 
goals in the first period and 
never looked back. 

Van Batavia scored the 
first two goals of the game to 
put the Cardinals up 2-0. Bork 
recorded the assist on both 
goals. 

Kracht scored the third 
goal of the game to put 
Luverne up 3-0. Behr and Van 
Batavia recorded assists on the 
goal. 

Gee scored the fourth goal 
of the period to give Luverne a 
4-0 lead. Nelson and Feit both 
recorded assists on the goal. 

Bork picked up her third 
point of the period by scor-
ing Luverne’s fifth goal of the 
game. 

 Oye wrapped up the 
scoring to give the Cardinals a 
6-0 lead at the end of the first 
period. Gee recorded an assist 
on the goal. 

Van Batavia picked up the 
hat trick by scoring her third 
goal of the game to open the 
scoring in the second period. 
Gee recorded the assist on the 
goal. 

Behr put the Cardinals up 
8-0 after scoring a power-play 
goal. Van Batavia notched the 
assist on the goal. 

Gee opened the scoring in 
the third period to put the Car-
dinals up 9-0. Oye recorded an 

assist on the goal. 
Oye scored the 10th goal 

of the game for the Cardinals 
to put Luverne up 10-0. Van 
Batavia recorded an assist on 
the goal. 

Behr wrapped up the scor-
ing by scoring the team’s 11th 

goal. Van Batavia recorded the 
assist on the goal. 

Cheyenne Schutz recorded 
12 saves for the Cardinals. 

With the win the Cardinals 
completed the season sweep of 
the Trojans. Luverne out-
scored Worthington 24-0 in 

those two games. 

LHS 10, Waseca 0
The Cardinals scored five 

goals in the first and second 
periods to pick up the 10-0 
shutout victory over Waseca.

Van Batavia opened the 
scoring for the Cardinals. Bork 

and Behr both recorded an as-
sist on the goal. 

Gee scored the team’s 
second goal of the game to put 
Luverne up 2-0. Van Batavia 
recorded an assist on the goal. 

Cardinals/Page 11
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The Luverne Cardinals got a proper send-off on Thursday, March 25,  from the Luverne community before they hit the road to St. Paul for the Class A State Tournament.

Cardinals/Continued from page 10
Feit put the Cardinals up 

3-0 when she found the back 
of the net. Oye recorded the 
assist on the goal. 

Bork scored the fourth 
goal of the first period to put 
the Cardinals up 4-0. Van 
Batavia recorded her third 
point of the game by recording 
an assist on the goal. 

Oye wrapped up the first 
period with a goal to put the 
Cardinals up 5-0. Gee record-

ed the assist on the goal. 
Behr opened the scoring 

in the second period to put the 
Cardinals up 6-0. Van Batavia 
recorded the assist on the goal. 

Van Batavia scored the 
next two goals to put Luverne 
up 8-0. Behr recorded an as-
sist on Van Batavia's first goal.

With the two goals, Van 
Batavia extended her hat trick 
streak to three games. The 
sophomore has now recorded 

a hat trick in five games this 
season. 

A Nelson goal put the 
Cardinals up 9-0. 

Gee wrapped up the scor-
ing to put the Cardinals up 
10-0. Oye and Nelson both 
recorded assists on the goal. 

Von Tersch recorded 13 
saves for the Cardinals in the 
winning effort.

LHS 11, Waseca 0 Cardinals/Page 13

After defeating Waseca in 
Waseca, the Cardinals re-
turned home on Tuesday, Feb. 
23, and once again shut out 
the Blue Jays 11-0.

The Cardinals scored 
seven goals in the first period, 
leaving little doubt which team 
would leave Blue Mound Ice 
Arena as victors.

Bork scored the first goal 
of the period and was assisted 
by Van Batavia. 

Van Batavia scored the 
second goal of the period. 
Kracht and Behr both record-
ed assists on the goal. 

Bork scored her second 
goal of the period to put the 
Cardinals up 3-0. Van Batavia 
and Kracht both recorded as-
sists on Bork’s goal. 

Oye put the Cardinals up 
4-0 and was assisted by Gee 
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Luverne senior Rylee Gee passes the puck to a teammate during Luverne's state tournament matchup against Proctor/Hermantown at the Xcel Energy Center.

Cardinals/Continued from page 10
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and Nelson on the goal. 
Bork scored her third goal 

of the period. This time it was 
a short-handed goal to put the 
Cardinals up 5-0. Van Batavia 
and Regan Feit both notched 
assists. 

Oye scored her second 
goal of the period to put the 
Cardinals up 6-0. Bork record-
ed the assist on Oye’s goal. 

Gee wrapped up the scor-
ing in the first period to put 
the Cardinals up 7-0. 

Bork opened the second 
period by scoring her fourth 
goal of the game. Kracht and 
Siebenahler both recorded as-
sists on the goal.

A goal from Boll put the 
Cardinals up 9-0. Holmgren 

and Bork both notched assists 
on the goal. 

Oye opened the third peri-
od by scoring her third goal of 
the game to put the Cardinals 
up 10-0. Sophie Holmberg and 
Gee both recorded assists on 

Oye’s goal.
Feit scored the final goal 

of the game to make the final 
score 11-0. Von Tersch and 
Van Batavia both recorded as-
sists on Feit’s goal. 
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Brennen Rupp photo/0408 RG  photo

Cheyenne Schutz plays in net during Luverne's section championship contest against Mankato 
East on Friday, March 19. The Cardinals defeated Mankato East 7-2 to punch their ticket to the 
state tournament for a second straight season.

New Ulm 4, LHS 3
The Eagles scored the first 

two goals of the game in the 
second meeting between the 
two teams.

Van Batavia got the Cardi-
nals on the board nine min-
utes into the first period to cut 
New Ulm’s lead to 2-1.

The Eagles added one 
more goal in the opening pe-
riod to take a 3-1 lead into the 

second quarter. 
Nelson opened the scor-

ing in the second period to 
get the Cardinals back within 
one. Holmberg and Boll both 

recorded assists on the goal. 
Gee tied the game at 3-3 

when the senior put one be-
tween the pipes in the second 
period. Behr and Van Batavia 

both recorded assists on the 
goal. 

A New Ulm goal 11 min-
utes into the second period 
gave them a 4-3 lead. That 

one-goal lead would hold as 
neither team was able to score 
in the final period. 

Schutz recorded 29 saves 
for the Cardinals. 

LHS 5, Marshall 0
Luverne’s Reghan Bork 

scored the lone goal in the first 
period. A beautiful pass off 
the stick of Van Batavia set up 
Bork. 

The Cardinals scored three 
goals in the second period to 
build a 4-0 lead. 

Van Batavia opened the 
second period with a goal to 
put the Cardinals up 2-0. 

Gee scored the team’s 
third goal of the game to put 
Luverne up 3-0. Thier record-
ed an assist on the goal. 

Van Batavia wrapped 
up the scoring in the second 
period to put the Cardinals up 
4-0. 

Van Batavia scored her 
third goal of the game to open 
the third period to wrap up the 
scoring and give the Cardinals 
a 5-0 lead. 

Von Tersch recorded 19 
saves in the game. 

LHS 12, Fairmont 0
The Cardinals scored two 

goals in the opening minute en 
route to a seven-goal first pe-
riod. That first period scoring 
barrage helped the Cardinals 
pick up a 12-0 victory over 
Fairmont. 

Cardinals/Page 15

Schutz recorded 10 saves 
for the Cardinals. 

New Ulm 4, LHS 1
The Cardinals struck first 

against the Eagles when Van 
Batavia put one between the 
pipes to give the Cardinals a 
1-0 lead. Bork recorded the as-
sist on Van Batavia's goal.

With 13 seconds left in the 
first period, the Eagles got on 
the board to tie the game at 
1-1. New Ulm’s goal was the 
first goal the Cardinals had 
given up in 17 periods. 

The Eagles scored a goal 
four minutes into the second 
period to go up 2-1. 

In the third period, the 
Eagles added two more goals 
to secure a 4-1 road victory 
against the Cardinals.

Von Tersch recorded 34 
saves for the Cardinals. 

The Cardinals finished the 
game with 28 shots on goal. 

The Eagles finished the 
game with 38 shots on goal. 

New Ulm's goalie recorded 
27 saves for the Eagles in the 
winning effort.
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Luverne senior Brynn Thier handles the puck during Luverne's section tournament contest against Windom Area on Wednesday, 
March 17. The Cardinals defeated the Eagles 11-0 to advance to the section championship game.

Van Batavia scored 27 
seconds into the game to put 
the Cardinals up 1-0 before 
the fans could settle into their 
seats. 

It took 30 seconds for the 
Cardinals to score their second 
goal of the game. Gee’s goal 
put the Cardinals up 2-0. 

Bork scored the third goal 
of the period. Van Batavia 
recorded the assist on Bork’s 
goal. 

Gee scored her second 
goal of the period to put the 
Cardinals up 4-0. 

Thier scored the fifth 
goal of the first period to put 
Luverne up 5-0. Bork and 
Behr both notched assists on 
the goal. 

Van Batavia scored her 
second goal of the first period 
to put the Cardinals up 6-0. 
Bork recorded the assist on 
Van Batavia’s goal. 

Behr scored the seventh 
and final goal of the first 
period. 

It was Behr opening the 
scoring in the second period to 
put the Cardinals up 8-0. Hol-
mgren and Van Batavia both 
recorded assists on the goal. 

Holmberg scored the 
ninth goal of the game. Van 
Batavia and Oye both recorded 
assists on the goal.

Bork scored her second 
goal of the game to wrap up 
the scoring in the second pe-
riod to put Luverne up 10-0. 

Boll opened the scor-
ing in the third period to put 
Luverne up 11-0. 

Behr scored her third goal 
of the game to wrap up the 
scoring. Van Batavia recorded 
the assist on the goal. 

LHS 7, Fairmont 0
Bork scored the opening 

goal of the game to put the 
Cardinals up 1-0. Van Batavia 
and Behr both recorded assists 
on the goal. 

Van Batavia scored the 
second goal of the game to put 

the Cardinals up 2-0. 
Neither team recorded 

a goal in the second period. 
Luverne’s offense erupted 
for five, third-period goals to 
come away with the 7-0 win. 

Gee opened the scoring in 
the final period to put the Car-
dinals up 3-0. Bork and Van 
Batavia both notched assists 
on the goal. 

Bork scored her second 
goal of the game to put the 
Cardinals up 4-0. Van Batavia 
and Gee both recorded assists 
on Bork’s goal. 

Van Batavia scored her 
second goal of the game to 

give Luverne a 5-0 lead. Bork 
and Thier both recorded as-
sists on the goal. 

Gee scored her second 
goal of the period to put 
Luverne up 6-0. Regan Feit 
and Van Batavia both recorded 
assists on Gee’s goal. 

Behr scored the final goal 
of the game. Oye and Holm-
berg both recorded assists on 
the goal. 

Cheyenne Schutz recorded 
22 saves for the Cardinals. 

LHS 4, Marshall 1
The Cardinals defeated 

Marshall in Luverne 5-0 ear-

lier in the season. The Cardi-
nals completed the sweep of 
Marshall on Thursday, March 
11, with a 4-1 victory. 

Van Batavia scored the 
lone goal in the first period for 
the Cardinals. 

It was Van Batavia again 
in the second period to put 
the Cardinals up 2-0. Bork 
recorded the assist on both of 
Van Batavia’s goals. 

Marshall opened the scor-
ing in the third period to cut 
Luverne’s lead to 2-1. 

Van Batavia recorded the 
hat trick by scoring her third 
goal of the game to put the 

Cardinals up 3-1. Thier and 
Oye both recorded assists on 
the goal. 

Gee scored the final goal 
of the game to make the final 
score 4-1. Mallory Nelson and 
Bork both recorded assists on 
the goal. 

Schutz recorded 21 saves 
in the win for the Cardinals. 

LHS 10, Windom 2
The Cardinals wrapped up 

the regular with a 10-2 victory 
over the Eagles in Windom. 

The Cardinals scored the 

Cardinals/Page 16
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The Luverne Cardinals celebrate after defeating Mankato East 7-2 in the Section 3A Championship Game on Friday, March 19, inside Blue Mound Ice Arena.

Cardinals/Continued from page 15
first three goals of the game to 
jump out to a 3-2 lead. 

Behr scored the open-
ing goal of the game to put 
Luverne up 1-0 five minutes 
into the game. Nelson record-
ed the assist on the goal. 

Van Batavia scored the 
next two goals for Luverne to 
put the Cardinals up 3-0. 

The Eagles scored the final 
two goals of the first period to 
make it a 3-2 game after the 
first 17 minutes. 

Van Batavia recorded the 
hat trick by scoring her third 
goal of the game to open the 
second period. Gee recorded 

the goal. 
Bork scored the second 

goal of the second period 
to put Luverne up 5-2. Van 
Batavia and Feit both recorded 
assists on the goal. 

Behr scored her second 
goal of the game to put the 
Cardinals up 6-2. Feit record-
ed the assist on the goal. 

Van Batavia scored her 
fourth goal of the game to put 
the Cardinals up 7-2. 

Behr opened the scoring 
in the third period by scoring 
her third goal of the game to 
record the hat trick and put 
the Cardinals up 8-2. 

Gee scored the final two 
goals of the game to make the 
final score 10-2. 

LHS 11, Windom 0
In the two regular season 

matchups the Cardinals out-
scored Windom 16-2. 

Luverne defeated the 
Eagles 6-0 to open the 2021 
season. 

The Cardinals then 
wrapped up the 2021 regular 
season by defeating Windom 
10-2. 

The Cardinals continued 
their dominance over Windom 

in the section tournament by 
defeating the Eagles 11-0.

The Cardinals scored six 
goals in the first period to 
shutdown any hopes that the 
Eagles may have had of pulling 
an upset. 

Oye scored the first goal 
of the game. Bork and Nelson 
both recorded assists on the 
senior's goal.

Bork put one between the 
pipes four minutes later to 
give the Cardinals a 2-0 lead. 
Van Batavia and Thier both 
recorded assists on the goal. 

Bork scored her second 
goal of the period two minutes 

later to put the Cardinals up 
3-0. Van Batavia and Feit both 
recorded assists on the goal. 

Van Batavia put the Car-
dinals up 4-0. Bork and Oye 
both recorded assists on the 
goal.

Gee scored a goal two 
minutes later to put the Cardi-
nals up 5-0. 

Van Batavia scored her 
second goal of the game with 
less than two minutes left to 
play in the first period to put 
the Cardinals up 6-0.

Bork and Thier both re-

Cardinals/Page 17
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Regan Feit handles the puck during Luverne's contest against Minnesota River on Tuesday, Feb. 2. The Cardinals defeated Minnesota 
River 7-2. Feit is one of six seniors on the roster that will graduate this spring.

corded assists on the goal. 
Oye opened the second 

period by scoring her second 
goal of the game. Bork 
recorded the assist on Oye's 
goal.

Behr put the Cardinals 
up 8-0. Thier recorded the 
assist on the goal. 

Van Batavia scored her 
third goal of the game to put 
the Cardinals up 9-0. Bork 
and Thier both recorded as-
sists on the goal. 

Gee's second goal of the 
game gave the Cardinals a 
10-0 advantage. Behr and 
Holmberg both recorded the 
assist.

LHS 7, Mankato East 2
Section Championship

For a second straight 
year, the Luverne Cardinals 
girls’ hockey team is heading 
to the Xcel Energy Center 
for the Class A State Tour-
nament.

The Cardinals punched 
their ticket to the state 
tournament by defeating 
Mankato East 7-2.

“To win a section cham-
pionship on your home ice is 
pretty cool,” Sandbulte said. 
“It’s never been done before. 
It has to be a special feeling 
for those girls to leave this 
rink.”

It was a battle for the 
Cardinals just to get to the sec-
tion championship. With the 
COVID-19 

Pandemic, it was unclear 
if there was going to be a 

winter sports season. If there 
was a winter sports season it 
was unclear if there would be 
postseason play. 

Mankato East scored the 
game’s first goal to take a 1-0 

lead over the Cardinals. 
Van Batavia scored a 

power-play goal to even the 
score at 1-1. Bork and Kracht 
both recorded assists on the 
goal. 

Mankato East scored the 
first goal of the second period 
to take a 2-1 lead. 

Bork scored the equalizer 

Cardinals/Page 18

“To win a section 
championship on 
your home ice is 

pretty cool. It’s 
never been done 

before. It has to be 
a special feeling for 
those girls to leave 

this rink.”

- Luverne 
head coach Tony 

Sandbulte 
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four minutes later to tie the 
game at 2-2. Van Batavia and 
Thier both recorded assists 
on the goal. 

With Mankato East on 
the power play, Van Batavia 
scored a short-handed goal 
to put the Cardinals up 3-2. 
Following Van Batavia’s 
second goal of the game the 
Cardinals never looked back.

“We didn’t make a lot 
of adjustments,” Sandbulte 
said.

“We liked where our 
game was. Mankato East is 
a really good team. It was 
back and forth there. We just 
stayed with it. We were down 
1-0. We were down 2-1. The 
girls kept fighting. We knew 
once we got the lead we 
weren’t going to look back.”

Van Batavia scored her 
third goal of the game to 
wrap up the scoring in the 
second period to give the 
Cardinals a 4-2 lead. 

Behr scored the first goal 
of the third period to put 
Luverne up 5-2. 

“That fifth goal, Peyton 
Behr buried it,” Sandbulte 
said. “That broke their back. 
We just went from there.”

Van Batavia scored the 
next two goals for the Cardi-
nals to put the final touches 
on the section championship 
victory.

The talented sophomore 
finished the game with five 
goals and one assist. 

“We were really wait-
ing for her to shine against a 
good opponent,” Sandbulte 
said. 

“She showed it tonight. 
When she’s going watch out.”

Proctor/Hermantown 8, 
LHS 0  State Tourney 

For the second straight 
year, the Luverne Cardinals 
girls’ hockey team made the 
trip up to the Xcel Energy 
Center for the state tourna-
ment. 

Last year, the Cardinals 
opened the state tournament 
against Breck, the eventual 
state champions. 

The Cardinals fell to 
Breck 8-1. In the consultation 

bracket, the Cardinals lost to 
South St. Paul 8-4. 

Fast forward a year and 
the Cardinals fell to undefeat-
ed Proctor/Hermantown 8-0 
in the opening round. Proctor/

Hermantown, like Breck went 
on to win the state champion-
ship.

The opening period was 
a competitive affair with the 
Cardinals killing off two penal-

ties in the first 10 minutes.
With the game tied at 0-0, 

it appeared that the Cardinals 
and the Mirage were going 
to head into the locker room 
deadlocked. 

Brennen Rupp photo/0408 coach photo

Luverne head coach Tony Sandbulte looks on as his team takes on Proctor/Hermantown in the opening round of the Class A State 
Tournament on Friday, March 26.
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Luverne's Reghan Bork and Kamryn Van Batavia celebrate after Van Batavia scored a short-handed goal to put the Cardinals up 3-2 over Mankato East in the section 
championship game on Friday, March 19. Van Batavia finished the game with five goals for the Cardinals. 

Then, with 43 seconds left 
in the period, Proctor/Her-
mantown’s Alyssa Watkins put 
one between the pipes to give 
the Mirage a 1-0 lead. Macy 
Sieger recorded the assist on 

the goal.
In the second period, 

the Cardinals simply had no 
answer for Watkins and the 
Mirage. Watkins scored a goal 
14 seconds in the period to 

extend their lead to 2-0.  Izy 
Fairchild and Sieger both re-
corded assists on the goal.

Watkins scored four more 
goals in the period and her 
teammate Reese Heltzman 

added one for good measure to 
put the Mirage up 6-0 after the 
first two periods. 

In the third period, the 
Mirage added two more goals 
to make the final score 8-0.

With the loss, the Cardi-
nals finished the season with a 
16-5 record. Of their 16 wins, 
12 of them were shutouts.
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Congratulations

Cardinals!
Section 3A Champions

State Tournament Qualifiers

We're proud to support 
Luverne High School activities and 

to be a part of this winning community!

Team members pictured include (front row, from left) Brenn Siebenahler, Rylee Gee, Regan Feit, Sophie Holmberg, (second row) Mallory Von Tersch, Shelby 
Kracht, Rozilyn Oye, Cheyenne Schutz, (third row) Zariah Holmgren, Mallory Nelson, Kamryn Van Batavia, Brynn Thier, Anika Boll, (back row) assis-
tant coach Ellen Wenninger, Reghan Bork, Payton Behr and coach Tony Sandbulte.

205 E. Warren St.
Luverne MN 56156

507-283-4429
facebook.com/sunshinefoodsLuverne
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