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Vaccine rollout continues; Rock Gounty at nearly 30 percent

By Lori Sorenson
Nearly 30 percent of Rock
County residents have received a

first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

On Wednesday a second-dose
clinic was offered for K-12 staff at
Grand Prairie Events in Luverne,
and 165 first-dose appointments
were added to this clinic.

Jason Kloss of Southwest
Health and Human Services
worked with local leaders
to get the message out with

City clears
more hurdles
for Towne
Square lots

By Lori Sorenson

Luverne City Council
members approved a series of
resolutions at their March 23
meeting related to the Town
Square development on South
Highway 75 and Hatting Street.

*They named Midwest
Sustainable Consulting LLC as the
developer of record for the Towne
Square project, which will initially
consist of two three-story, 27-unit
apartment buildings.

The Texas developer
will coordinate plans and
specifications of the apartments,
arrange financing and meet
requirements of the $680,000
workforce housing grant and the
$550,000 deferred loan from the
city.

«The council approved an
ordinance on March 23 to convey
the real estate from the city to the
developer for $1. Closing will be
by April 15, and the land transfer
would be after that.

<At the March 23 meeting, the
council also took action to modify
the TIF plan to reflect additional
city commitments spelled out in
the development agreement.

The city will grade the site
to elevations necessary for
the construction of the two
apartments and provide hard
surface parking for the entire site,
as well as all ingress and egress
access lanes for the entire site.

The estimated cost for these
site improvements, including an
inflation factor is $1.5 million,
and that’s in addition to the city’s
initial investments in preparing
the site for development.

The tax increment financing
plan will need to be adjusted by
that amount, and a public hearing
is required to amend it. The
council set May 4, 2021, as the

Towne Square/see page 5A

information on how to sign up for
appointments.

“We initially were offering
this clinic for essential workers in
Phase 1b,” Kloss said.

“However, the governor
announced last week that starting
on March 30, anyone 16 years
and older is eligible to receive the
COVID vaccine.”

SWHHS is currently
dispensing the Moderna vaccine
at its clinics, so it’s available only

Happy,Easter!

to people 18 years and older.

Kloss said Rock County
is making good progress with
vaccinations.

“Sanford Luverne continues to
have weekly vaccination clinics,”
he said. “Tammy Loosbrock
(hospital director) reported to me
that her staff have vaccinated over
2,000 people since December.”

SWHHS conducted a
vaccination clinic at Premium
Pork on March 25 when 80

employees received their

shots. “We were hoping to

vaccinate more, but it’s a start.”
Kloss said vaccine hesitancy

continues to be a barrier, as

was observed with employees at

Premium Pork.

“Even though the COVID-19
vaccines have received FDA
emergency use authorization, the
vaccines are held to the same
safety standards as all vaccines,”
he said. “In addition, no

(pictured at right).

School hires Schmuck to
oversee buildings and grounds

By Mavis Fodness

Cory Schmuck of
Luverne will become the
new director of buildings
and grounds at Luverne
schools later this month.

Luverne School Board
members approved his

the refuse department.

Currently he is the
senior public works
worker. He’ll start his new
position no later than April
19. “I'm really excited,”
Schmuck said Monday.

As director of buildings

hire at their March 25
regular monthly meeting.
Schmuck graduated
from LHS in 1992 and attended
South Dakota State University in
Brookings. He was hired by the

Schmuck

and grounds, Schmuck will
assist in the management
of the district’s health and safety
programs, overall maintenance,
budgeting and improvement of

Mavis Fodness photo/0401 April Lambs 2021

Babydoll sheep bring April smiles

Sue Stueven said she fell in love with her Babydoll
sheep due to their wooly teddy bear appearance and
perpetual smiles, as demonstrated by Poppy the Lamb
and her mother, Fiona, and by recent newborn Olive

Monday, as temperatures rose into the mid 70s, the
youngsters and their moms were let out of the barn at the
Stueven farm east of Hills to enjoy the sunshine.

When born, Babydoll lambs weigh less than five
pounds and are similar in size to a typical barn cat. Even
mature, the Babydoll Southdown breed remains small in
heightand weight when compared to other sheep breeds.

County releases updated feedlot numbers

By Mavis Fodness

The number of new
livestock facilities built locally
in 2020 increased over the
previous year. However, the
increase is attributed to the
cattle industry rather than
the hog industry.

Doug Bos of Rock
County’s Land Management

feedlot report.

Office, briefed county commissioners of the shift
March 16 as they approved the county’s annual

Bos said the Land Management Office in 2020
permitted 11 feedlots, including five new hog
barns, five cattle feedlot expansions and one dairy

“We had about eight on the
books but when COVID hit and
they shut down production
plants, it was a disaster for us.

We had a few that

backed out or pulled back.”
— Doug Bos, Land Management

significant safety concerns were
identified in the clinical trials,
although a small number of severe
allergic reactions were reported
during the initial rollout.”

FDA and CDC monitor safety
and side effects once vaccines
are in use, and all providers are
required to report incidents.

“In our region, we have
observed only a very small
number of allergic reactions,”
Kloss said.

Local yields
improve over

2019, ahove
state average

By Mavis Fodness

Local corn and soybean yields
improved in 2020 by double-digit
margins over the 2019 growing
season, according to final county
estimates released recently by
USDA officials.

Local yields also topped the
state averages. Rock County
corn production averaged 196.4
bushels per acre for 2020, up
from 149.4 bushels per acre in
2019. The state average for 2020
was 192 bushels per acre.

The top five corn producing
counties were Fairbault (216
bushels per acre), Dodge (210.4),
Watonwan (209.1), Nicollet (207)
and Wabasha (206.5).

Soybean yields also increased
in 2020 to an average of 57.1
bushels per acre, up from 48.8
bushels per acre average in 2019.
The state average for soybeans
was 49 bushels per acre.

Fairbault County had top
soybean yields of 63.4 bushels per
acre followed by Waseca (63.1),
Nicollet (61.7), Brown (60.8) and
Watonwan (60.5).

Rock County’s record-setting
corn yields of 206.1 bushels per
acre occurred in 2017. The top
soybean yield was 61.9 bushels
per acre set in 2016.

Average prices also climbed

Minnesota’s 2020 corn price
averaged $4.20 per bushel, an
increase of 94 cents from the last
marketing year, according to the
USDA crop value summary.

The average per bushel price
for soybeans was $11.10 in 2020,
up $2.81 per bushel from 2019.

Overall Minnesota’s field
crops were valued at $11.7 billion
in 2020, the highest value since
2012 when crop values totaled
more than 16 billion.

In 2019, crop values were the
lowest since 2011 at $8 billion.

Bos highlighted the
change in the hog permit
requests. “We had about
eight on the books but when
COVID hit and they shut
down production plants, it
was a disaster for us,” he
said. “We had a few that
backed out or pulled back.”

This year permit

requests have been slow with only two permit
requests in the first three months of the year.

“Normally we’ll have upwards of five sites being

permitted or going through the process,” he said.
In 2018, Land Management personnel

city of Luverne in 1995, starting in Schmuck/continued on page 2A barn expansion. County shares feedlot numbers/see page 3A
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Prairie Ally pruning workshop
Prairie Ally food forest will host a fruit tree
pruning workshop from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 10, at the at 308 N Blue Mound Ave. in
Luverne led by Blackshire Farms’ Sean Mcfarland.
The cost is $12 per individual or $18 per family.
Register for the outdoor, hands on experience at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pruning-workshop-
tickets-142596593249 or call 605-951-0227.

Pleasant View annual meeting
Pleasant View Cemetery Association annual
meeting will be at 6 p.m. Monday, April 12, at the
cemetery with a potluck. If the weather is poor, the
meeting will be at the Brent and Jodi Taubert home.

Vienna Township meeting
Vienna Township Board will meet at 7 p.m.

Tuesday, April 13, in the Kenneth Community Center.

‘Stay Active and Independent’
ACE of Southwest Minnesota will offer a free
eight-week balance and fitness class via Zoom
from 10 to 11 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, April 5 through May 28. Call 1-855-215-2174
to register for class #2380. Or go online: https://
yourjuniper.org/Classes/Register/2380. There is no
cost to attend, however donations are welcomed.

Six-week Grief Support Group

Sanford Luverne Hospice will offer a six-week
Grief Support Group from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Mondays,
April 5 through May 10, at Sanford Luverne Medical
Center. This group is for anyone in the area grieving
the death of a loved one, whether they were involved
with hospice or not. Meetings are free and facilitated
by Jill Roemen, licensed social worker. Call to
register at 507-283-1805.

Rock the Edge seeks projects
Rock The Edge Youth’s Service Over Self will

be June 21-25, and the group is seeking a variety

of community projects, such as painting, cleaning,

organizing, yard work or other projects. Call 507-

227-1978, 605-261-4000 or email rocktheedgemn@

gmail.com

Lutheran Women Spring Rally
LWML Spring Rally - Pipestone Zone will be

Saturday, April 10, at St. James Lutheran Church in
Holland. Registration is at 9 a.m. and the rally starts
at 9:30. Rev. John Grein will present “Living As A
Christian In A Secular World.” Gifts of the Heart
monetary donations will benefit Pipestone County
Food Shelf. No lunch will be served.

April 14 and 15 dental clinic

#LuviLuvAll Rock County Oral Health Task
Force organized dental clinics on Wednesday, April
14, and Thursday, April 15, at Rock County Health
and Human Services. These clinics provide dental
care for all ages. Call 612.746.1530 to schedule an
appointment. Exams, x-rays and general services will
be provided. All forms of insurance accepted.

The Luverne Airport Board is planning to build another four-plex hangar to help meet regional demand for hangar space.

City sells bonds for pool funds, seeks bids for hangar

By Lori Sorenson

Luverne City Council
members at their March
23 meeting adopted a
resolution to issue and
sell $6,460,000 in general
obligation bonds.

Of that, more than
75 percent is to finance
the pool expansion and
renovation project and
the rest is to refinance an
existing 2012 bond issue
for Highway 75 water
and sewer improvements
and for the city hall roof
replacement.

Bids were received
Tuesday morning, and
George Eilertson of
Northland Securities shared
details of the proposals with
the council that night.

He praised city finance
director Barb Berghorst and
staff for a smooth process.

He said the city’s strong
bond rating, an AA-minus,

can be attributed to the
city’s strong management
and budget flexibility tied
to available fund balances,
which are 37 percent of
operating expenditures.

“Of course, the better
the rating, it drives down
interest rates when you
issue debts, so that’s
working quite well for the
city,” Eilertson said.

At the morning bid
letting, there were four
financing proposals, and
the bid was awarded based
on true interest costs.

The four bids were
close, between 1.62 percent
and 1.64 percent, and FHN
Financial from Memphis,
Tennessee, was the low
bidder.

“True interest cost of
1.626 percent results in a
nice bond issue,” Eilertson
said. “Locking into a true
interest cost of less than

Schmuck/from page 1A

equipment and facilities.

Schmuck will also
schedule and supervise
maintenance and grounds
staff.

Board members
discussed the director
position at their March 11
workshop. They reviewed
job duties and salaries of
similar directors in other
school districts.

The director position
has been vacant since 2011.
Since then, head custodians
were appointed in the
separate elementary and
middle-high schools.

Currently construction
is underway that will
connect the buildings, with
work slated to be complete
in June.“With the new
construction, new systems
in the remodeled portion,
and the retirement of Todd
Mann (head custodian at
the middle-high school),
it seemed like a good
opportunity to look at this,”
said Superintendent Craig
Oftedahl.

The director of

buildings and grounds
position was first advertised
last fall, but no one
applied until the position’s
reposting this spring, which
yielded five applications.
Schmuck’s salary was
approved at $70,000.
Board member Jodi Bosch
didn’t attend the March 25
meeting.

In other personnel
matters, the board also:

+hired Angela Sneller as
elementary administrative
assistant beginning April 5;
Connor Hoffman, volunteer
baseball coach; Mike Buss,
middle school baseball
coach; Corey Stroeh,
middle school boys tennis
coach; and Danielle Kneip,
middle school softball
coach.

saccepted retirements
of Marcia Boeve-Alfano,
activities administrative
assistant, effective June 30;
and Diana Erickson, middle
school computer and high
school business teacher,
effective June 2.

1.7 percent is a nice result
there.”

Refinancing the 2012
bonds cut the interest
rate in half — about 1
percent, resulting in
interest cost savings of
roughly $46,000 over the
remaining term of the
bonds.

Mayor Pat Baustian
praised Berghorst, City
Administrator John Call
and the finance staff
for their work on the
refinance project.

“It’s a long process
and kudos to our staff. It’s
no easy task. You all do a
great job, and it shows on
this. Thank you for a job
well done.”

Airport hangar

The Luverne Airport
Board is planning to build
another four-plex hangar
that will help to alleviate

the backlog of airplane
owners in the area that are
looking for hangar space.

The airport has
had 100-percent hangar
occupancy for many years
and there’s a waiting list with
frequent active inquiries for
hangar space.

The project is estimated
to cost roughly $600,000 and
engineering is estimated at
$57,800.

DGR Engineering
Company has completed the
plans and specifications for
the hangar, and Luverne City
Council members took action
at their March 23 meeting
to move forward with the
project.

Council members
approved the plans and
specifications for the new
hangar and decided to
advertise for bids. Federal
and state grants will also pay
95 percent of the costs.

Luverne Veterans
Home receives
Pinnacle Award

The Minnesota
Veterans Home in Luverne
has been recognized with
the Pinnacle Customer
Experience Award, through
Pinnacle Quality Insight.

The company helps
senior care providers
improve patient experience
and retain employees
through survey platforms.

The Luverne Veterans
Home “customer
experience” is measured
through Pinnacle’s monthly
telephone interviews with
the residents and/or their
families.

The survey results are
reviewed throughout the
year to better understand
residents’ needs and make
improvements when
necessary.

By qualifying for
the Pinnacle Customer
Experience Award, the
Luverne Veterans Home

has satisfied the rigorous
demand of scoring in the
top 15 percent of the nation
across a 12-month average.

“This award is a
testament to our excellent
staff who are honored to
serve our nation’s heroes,”
said Scott Buchanan,
Luverne Veterans Home
administrator.

All four of the Minnesota
Veterans Homes skilled
nursing facilities have
received this recognition for
the past four years starting
in 2018.

“We have set the
standards high and have
a track record of receiving
these awards,” said Deputy
Commissioner Douglas
Hughes.

“Even a pandemic cannot
impact our commitment
to the highest quality of
care and experience for our
residents.”



Luverne School
Board considers
budget revisions

By Mavis Fodness

With an anticipated
shortfall of $1.6 million
reflected in the revised
2020-21 budget, Luverne
School Board members
postponed action on the
budget until all receipts are
noted.

District business
manager Marlene Mann
presented the revised
budget at the March 25
regular board meeting,
showing anticipated
revenue of $17.9 million
with expenditures at $24.3
million.

Mann said school
districts typically revise
budgets once during the
spring of the current school
year. Due to the complexity
of this year’s budget accrual,
she recommended another
possible revision closer to
the end of the fiscal year on
June 30.

“Previously we rolled
over the old budget,” she
said. “This year it may need
to be different than just a
rollover.”

Included in the
expenditures is $4.8
million in construction
costs, some of which board
members approved for the
upgrade of materials used
in the current construction
project. The upgrades were
approved from the general
budget.

Board member Reva
Sehr requested that the
construction expenditures
not be included in the
revised budget.

The report included
only the interest revenue

of $46,707 (accrued during
the current fiscal year) from
the $30 million building
bond passed three years ago.

“I feel we are expending
more than we really are,”
she said.

The exclusion brings
general fund expenditures
to $19.5 million and a
deficit of $1.6 million.

“To me that seems a
more realistic picture if
we throw that (building
expenditures) out of there,”
she said.

However, the revised
report of revenues and
expenditures was not in
sync with one another.

Revenues reflected eight
months of the current fiscal
year while expenditures
reflected nine months.

“The summary report
is a little deceiving,” said
administrative assistant
Brenda Teal. “It is
dated March 25, but the
(revenues) entered are only
through Jan. 31.”

The revenue lag is
attributed to delays in the
release of grants and aid
packages from state and
federal programs associated
with the coronavirus
pandemic.

“It is a little tricky here
with budgeting because
of the COVID,” cautioned
Superintendent Craig
Oftedahl. “It might not be
as bad as it appears it might
be.”

Luverne School Board’s
next meeting is at 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 22. A board
work session is planned for
April 8.

Feedlot update/from page 1A

permitted 10 new hog
barns and one hog feedlot
expansion. The number
dropped to four in 2019.

Cattle feedlot
expansions in 2019 involved
one new barn. The previous
year three barns were built.

Bos said his office stays
in contact with all 600
feedlots in Rock County,
even if no or very few
livestock animals are kept at
the location.

“We still register them
as a feedlot,” he said. “It
kind of keeps it as a
placeholder as far as zoning,
and they can do everything
a feedlot can do in the way
of confining animals.”

Of the 600, 547 feedlots
are required to be registered
with the county, either due
to location near a shoreline
or the ability to house
between 10 to 999 animal
units in feedlots.

According to the
local report, there are 62
feedlots in Rock County
permitted directly through
the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency to house
1,000 AU or more.

Land Management
officials regularly inspect 7
percent of the feedlot sites
and oversee any complaints,
as per a contract agreement
with the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency.

In 2020, 49 feedlots
were inspected and two
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complaints were filed
with the local office. Both
complaints were resolved.

“Our farmers really do
try to do a good job,” Bos
said.

“Sometimes you can
get into a bit of a neighbor
feud if they are spreading
too close to a waterway or
stream ... and sometimes
setbacks to road ditches (50
feet). People might forget
or they may not have been
aware.”

Budget for the feedlot
program in 2020 was
$105,000 with the state
allocation of $56,341 and
a local county match of
$39,650. An extra $9,021
is earned from the MPCA
for extra programming
conducted by the local
personnel.

Bos said the answer
continues to be “yes” as
it pertains to the county
having enough land
available to farmers with
livestock.

“We are running
about half of our acres
with manure application,”
he said. “The rest with
commercial fertilizer — so
we have room.”
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The city hired Luverne High School senior Cade Wenninger to photograph progress on the city wastewater treatment
plant construction. Wenninger’s Skygenix business started through CEO. The drone video is on the city’s website.

Drone images taken in May 2020 (top photo) and again in March (above and below) compare construction progress.

Drone offers bird’s eye view of construction

By Lori Sorenson

Luverne city officials got a bird’s
eye view of construction progress on
wastewater treatment plant im-
provements, thanks to drone images
by Cade Wenninger.

They hired the Luverne High
School senior through his Skygenix
business started through the CEO
program (Creating Entrepreneurial
Opportunities).

The city paid Wenninger $200
to photograph construction progress
in May 2020 and March 2021, and
the video was shared with council
members and staff last week.

It shows overviews and closeups
of various stages of work, which

includes:

edemolition of the 1950s trickling
filter.

.oxidation ditch enhancements
(two parallel oxidation ditches.)

ereplacing the 1955 anaerobic
digester with a new one.

enew electrical building with an
emergency generator.

enew chemical storage building.

enew oxidation ditch treatment.

eincreasing sludge storage from

650,000 gallons to 1,050,000 gallons.

sincreased monitoring, control
and automation of treatment
processes.

Construction costs are being
financed through bonds over the

next 30 years for the plant that’s
expected to last for the next 50
years.

Premium Minnesota Pork,
which needed the extra wastewater
treatment capacity, paid $6.7
million toward the $14 million
project.

Gridor Construction, Buffalo,
was awarded the bid and is more
than 9o percent done with the work.

The city’s Loop biking hiking
trail follows the east side of the
plant construction near the Rock
River, and work on that part of the
trail will be completed after waste
water treatment plant construction
is finished this fall.
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Competitive grandmothering

Activities with the ‘other
grandma’ put shadow over
upcoming visit by grandchildren

One of
my grand-
mas could
make a
jumping
mouse out
of a hand-
kerchief.

The oth-
er grandma
let us have a sip of her beer
and eat supper without wash-
ing our hands.

One grandma took us
to the store to buy pop and
candy, the other entertained
us for hours by telling stories
from her childhood in Ger-
many.

I loved both of my grand-
mas. I didn’t love them for
what they could do. I loved
them because they were “my
grandma.”

And now I'm the grandma.

I share my Indiana grand-
daughters with Other Grand-
ma.

The competition between
us is subtle. So subtle, I'm not
even sure the Other Grandma
is aware of it.

It begins with breakfast.
This Grandma says, “Finish
your banana and you may
have more oatmeal.” Other
Grandma makes unicorn
pancakes with whipped cream
and sprinkles.

For entertainment, I ask,

“Who wants to pet the cat?”
Other Grandma takes the girls
for pedicures at the local spa.

Gifts from me are practi-

Nelson: ‘We will keep masking up and doing what is right’

To the Editor:

We have been reading Todd
Meinerts’ weekly letters to the
editor, and we feel it should be
known there are many of us in
Rock County who do not agree
with his opinion.

However, he is correct that
we are not all in this together.

It seems as though it is
those of us willing to consider
the safety of others versus those
who are not.

If we all worked together,
we could have been done with
this by now. Wear a
mask. Stay home if you can.
However, we are more than a
year in with over half a million
deaths in the United States.
There are still individuals and

Frakes: ‘We’re in the money, and it’s all free, and more is coming

To the Editor:

Halleluia! We're in the mon-
ey! We're in the money! And it’s
all free! And more coming!

What do we get with this
free money? The warm fuzzies!
All of us, especially the upper
crust ruling class in D.C., get the
warm fuzzies from helping out
our fellow Americans who are
trapped in incalculable suffering

THE
NORTHVIEW

By Brenda Winter, columnist

cal, sensible. Other Grandma
sends sparkles and dresses
and crowns. This Grandma
sends story Bibles — small
print, no pictures.

When I visit the girls, I
usually organize and paint a
room for their mother. The
girls have asked before I
visit, “Which one is coming?
Playing Grandma or Painting
Grandma?”

The girls arrive at my
house tomorrow. They’ve just
spent four days with Other
Grandma playing games,
eating sprinkles and getting
pedicures.

This Grandma is plan-
ning to take them to a friend’s
hobby farm to see a baby cow.

As a small gesture of love,
I've also placed soft pillows on
the floor next to the guest bed
they will share to lessen the
blow if one of them falls out.

I realize the girls love
their grandmas equally.
Grandmas are more than
sources of activities, food and
gifts, but ... 'm thinking about
learning how to make a jump-
ing mouse out of a handker-
chief — just in case.

Everythings coming up ...
‘thumbs up’

It’sbeen agood news week here
at the Star Herald, and it’s worth
pointing out that we have a lot to
be happy about.

Forexample,in our Home Yard
and Garden editionin Section B, we
have several uplifting stories oflocal
youngbusiness people chasing their
entrepreneurial dreams.

Please take time to read their
stories and, if you're looking for
ways to spend your pandemic
stimulus money, take a gander at
their products and services.

Otherrecurring good-news sto-
rieswe’'ve enjoyed sharing are those
that follow a cause and chronicle
the path to help. On page 6A, for
example, we're reminded of Team

VOICE OF OUR READERS

businesses who refuse to wear
masks. Why? For “personal
freedom”?

Amazing how the “my body
my choice” argument suddenly
applies to anti-maskers, but
certainly not when it comes to a
pregnant woman’s choices.

You can make the choice not
to wear a mask, but the unsus-
pecting person you infect with
COVID did not get to choose.
You chose for them. Is that
freedom?

Meinerts asked if we would

and starvation.

We all know that no taxpayer,
now breathing, will ever pay a
penny off of the national debt so
future generations are footing our
warm fuzzies. It'll probablybe ten
thousand billion dollars more debt
in just this little panic. We will be
lucky to even pay the interest.

As dedicated and honest as
the upper crust ruling class is,

know we were in a pandemic if
not for the media.

Ask our medical profession-
als and first responders who live
the horrors of COVID every day.
Ask the countless people who
have lost loved ones to COVID.
Ask someone with a compro-
mised immune system. Better
yet, ask someone with a
child with a compromised im-
mune system.

In his letter, Meinerts sug-
gested the “Democrats in the
sea of red” just leave. But it

I’'m sure they went the extra mile

STAR HERALD EDITORIAL

dumpster behind the abortion

E Fieldhouse in Hills, where local
families who have faced adversity
are turning their challenges into
ways to help others.

It’s easy to criticize govern-
mentand complain about taxes and
spending, butifwe take time toread
some of our city stories this week,
they reveal ways our local govern-
ment is investing in future growth.

It takes a long view to appreci-

is attitudes like this that only
serve to further divide us.

We are husbands, wives,
fathers, mothers, friends, busi-
ness owners, and neighbors. We
grew up in Luverne, and we are
transplants. We are people you
see every day. We are raising
our children to be open-minded
and compassionate. Our chil-
dren know the importance of
kindness, even when you
disagree with someone.

We will keep masking up
and doing what is right. Despite
our political differences, we still
care about all human beings.

We're not going anywhere.

Rae Nelson,
one of theDemocrats
in the Red Sea

ate, but in the case of the former
Sharkee’slot, we’d stillbelooking at
that rotting building if city leaders
hadn’t taken action to improve it.

... And, seriously, how often do we

get to see fuzzy lambs on the front
page? If that doesn’t tell the story
of spring and hope, we don’t know
what would.

Have a good news week, Star
Herald readers.

Meinerts: ‘We are not
in this together’

To the Editor:

Mr. Green, we are not in this together. It
seems there are two sides; those who choose
to live in fear while wearing a mask, social
distancing, and being in isolation and those
of us who choose to go on with life as normal.

After the initial fear perpetrated by the
government, CDC, and media, we discovered
it was just a virus like the flu that happens
every year. It was not a dark year for all, with
all of society suffering. We found places to
eat and shop that aren’t mask Nazis and will
continue supporting them in the future.

Thankyou, businesses that were patriotic.
Thefinancial future of this countrylooks bleak
to me if we don’t end all this craziness. We
need to pump our own oil, shut the borders,
quit being offended by plastic toys, syrup
and the like, and fix the election process. We

need to trust the science of only two genders

and our climate is fine. I hope your shot that
was not backed by years of clinical trials and
research gives you comfort.

and polled our yet to be great-
grandkids to ask if they would
foot the bill for our warm fuzzies.
I'msuretheysaid yesbecauseI'm
sure they got the warm fuzzies
from helping the “old folks” get
the warm fuzzies.

We also know that a bunch
of our yet to be great-grandkids
will end up in the medical waste

clinic. But, thankstous, theyhada
chance atthe warm fuzzies before
they got snuffed.

Now I'm really getting an at-
tack of the warm fuzzies. I think
we should all have an extra scoop
of ice cream with our dessert
tonight!

Bill Frakes,
Luverne

Asfarasthevoice of Biden youmentioned,
I've heard it and it’s a rambling, incoherent,
unintelligible bunch of nonsense. Quite em-
barrassing actually.

“The further a society drifts from the
truth, the more it will hate those who speak
it.” -Selwyn Duke

God bless America!
Todd Meinerts,
Luverne

E-mail; editor@star-herald.com Web site: star-herald.com

Phone: 507-283-2333

Fax: 507-283-2335

Published Thursdays by Tollefson Enterprises
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 117 West Main, P.O. Box
837, Luverne, MN 56156. Periodicals postage paid at Luverne,
Permit #33 and at additional mailing offices.

General manager: Rick Peterson News staff:

Advertising: Chantel Connell
Office manager: Deb Lusty

Lori Sorenson, editor
Mavis Fodness, reporter

Office assistant: Jennifer Nelson Brennen Rupp, sports reporter

Production: Heather Johnson
Production: Samantha Casper

Esther Frakes, copy editor

Rock County

STAR

HERAL

Rock County's newspaper since 1873

(ISSN 0889-888X)
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

$74 per year in Rock County; $91 per year all other areas. Single copies $1.25

Entire contents copyrighted by
Tollefson Publishing Roger Tollefson, publisher

The Star Herald encourages letters to the editor expressing the opinions of readers and intends to

print all letters. Letters not meeting the guidelines will not be printed. The Star Herald will verify

the authenticity of all letters. Letters must have the name of the writer, a signature and address.

Unsigned letters will not be considered. The Star Herald will edit for grammar, spelling and

clarity. Any letters containing offensive language, libelous or slanderous material, or misleading or
false information will be rewritten before being published. The Star Herald will not publish letters
written with the sole intent to advertise or serve as a thank-you. Letters with more than 300 words
may be edited. The deadline for letters is Monday 10 a.m. They may be delivered or mailed to the
editor, Rock County Star Herald, P.O. Box 837, 117 W. Main St., Luverne, Minn. 56156.




ON THE RECORD

Dispatch report

March 19

«Deputy out with vehicle
at location on County Road
8 and 161st Street, Luverne.

«Complainant on County
Road 6 and 161st Street,
Luverne, reported property
damage.

«Complainant on W.
Bishop Street reported pos-
sible theft occurring.

«Report of train blocking
roadway at location on 41st
Street, Hills.

«Complainant had ques-
tions on proper license plate
mounting.

«Complainant eastbound
onInterstate 9o, mile marker
20, Magnolia, reported a
driver speeding.

«State patrol requested
deputy assistance on High-
way 23 and County Road 17,
Beaver Creek.

«Complainant on 161st
Street and 60oth Avenue,
Luverne, reported structure
fire.

«Complainant on S.
Church Avenue, Hills, re-
ported vandalism.

March 20

«Complainant on Craw-
ford Street requested in-
formation on transporting
firearms.

«Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 9o, mile
marker 13, Luverne, reported
a reckless driver at location
and moving east.

«Complainant on Rapp
Street and Jackson Street
reported suspicious activity.

March 21

«Complainant on High-
way 23, Jasper, reported
driving complaints.

«ComplainantonS. Kniss
Avenue reported an accident
with property damage.

«Complainant on Ever-
green Drivereported astolen
vehicle.

«Complainant on W.
Warren Street and S. Donald-
son Street reported a vehicle
with an open door.

March 22

«Complainant on E. Fair-
way Drive reported issues
with her medicalert pendant.

«Complainant on W.
Main Streetreported the back
window onvehiclebroken out.

«Complainant on 5th
Street, Hills, reported threats
from neighbor.

Complainant on 41st
Streetand 50th Avenue, Hills,
reported railroad crossing
malfunction.

March 23

«Complainanton N. McK-
enzie Street reported harass-
ment from subject.

March 24

«Complainant on S.
Church Street reported a
social media harassment
situation.

«Complainant on N. Ce-
dar Street reported a suspi-
cious phone call.

«Complainant on W.
Bishop Street reported a
social security scam.

«Complainant on High-
way 60, Iowa, reported a
reckless driver.

«Complainant in Steen
reported a shed broken into
at location.

March 25

<A warrant was issued.

«Complainanton W. Fair-
view Drive reported vandal-
ism.

«Complainant on S. West
Park Street reported a verbal
dispute.

«Complainant on S. West
Park Streetreported property
damage.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 2 vehiclesinditch,
1 transport, 8 escorts, 21 am-
bulance runs, 1 parking viola-
tion, 2 paperservice, 3animal
complaints, 3 fingerprint
requests, 12 burn permits,
1 vehicle impound, 1 back-
ground check, 5 drug court
tests, 5 purchase and carry
permits, 3 stalled vehicles, 26
trafficstops, 8 abandoned 911
calls, 1 test, 2 welfare checks,
2 reports of cattle out, 1 OFP
and 1 follow-up.
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hearing date.

City invests up front
for future returns

For background, the city
purchased the condemned
Sharkee’s property and the Mert’s
Repair lot and approved the parcel
as Tax Increment Financing District
23.

The city paid $220,000 for the
condemned Sharkee’s property and
$160,000 for the piece that housed
Mert’s Repair (that moved to a new
shop built on a city lot in the indus-
trial park).

The city later purchased 2.13
acres from Gary Golla for $155,000
to square the corner of Hatting and
Freeman for the 6.5-acre lot.

The city razed the buildings
and improved the property with
water, sewer and electric hookups
to prepare the site for future
development.

The costs for acquisition, demo-
lition, and site improvements of the

Towne Square development/continued from page 1A

lots (more than $600,000) will be
recouped with future tax incre-
ments.

The project utilized a
$680,000 grant through the
Department of Employment
and Economic Development to
meet workforce housing needs in
Luverne.

The grant required a matching
investment from the city, which
fulfilled that obligation with its in-

vestment in the site improvements.

The way tax increment financ-
ing works, the new owners of the
bare lot will pay full taxes on the
improved property, but the dif-
ference between the current tax
amount and the new tax amount
will pay down the TIF debt.

After the TIF expires in 25
years, local governments will
benefit from taxes paid on the full
value of the developed lots.

The multi-phased project
could produce up to $10 million in
market value once the whole area

The apartments will be built along Hatting Street starting this spring. The overall plan is to redevelop the entire 6.5-acre
area over the next five years into a commercial and housing neighborhood known as the Towne Square Addition.

is developed.

The overall plan is to redevelop
the entire 6.5-acre area over the
next five years into a commercial
and housing neighborhood known
as the Towne Square Addition.

Property will be sold off as it is
developed into housing and com-
mercial property in the mixed-use
development.

At the March 23 meeting,
Mayor Pat Baustian remarked
that it’s good to be at this point of
movement on the development.

“There’s 9.5 million (dollar)
reasons why this needs to get going.
We've been working on this a long
time,” Baustian said, referring to
the city’s investments in Towne
Square so far.

“Our council has been proactive
in cleaning things up and looking
for housing options. It’s a big proj-
ect, but it’s really a great opportu-
nity for our city council and EDA to
show what working together long
term can accomplish.”

Anhydrous safety should be top concern
MDA offers safety tips for applying, transporting NH,

Highway 91 north of Adrian closed
starting April 12 for bridge work

Motorists are advised
that Highway 91 at the
north edge of Adrian will
be closed to replace the
bridge over Interstate 9o
beginning Monday, April
12, and traffic will be
detoured.

While I-90 will always
remain open to through
traffic, at times I-90 traffic
may be diverted to the
ramps at Highway 91
during certain stages of

construction.

Highway 91 through
traffic will be detoured to
Nobles County Roads 35,
15 and 4 for the duration
of the project.

The bridge project
also includes guardrail
replacement and drainage
upgrades and should be
complete by September.

For a detailed
detour map and more
information on the project

visit www.dot.state.

mn.us/d7/projects/
hwyoibridge/.

Redstone
Construction of Mora
was awarded the project

with a bid of $1,957,454.

Many farmers and
applicators will soon
be applying anhydrous
ammonia (NH3) ahead of
the planting season. Even
with a rush against time and
the weather, safety should
never be compromised.

Recent accidents
involving anhydrous
ammonia have proven how
dangerous and deadly the
chemical can be when not
handled properly.

The Minnesota
Department of Agriculture
(MDA) is providing the
following tips to farmers
and applicators so they can
safely apply anhydrous
ammonia.

«Always wear
appropriate goggles and
gloves. Never wear contact
lenses.

*Be sure to have a clean,

adequate emergency water
supply of at least 5 gallons.

«Exercise caution
when making connections
and disconnections as if
lines contain anhydrous
ammonia.

«Stand upwind when
connecting, disconnecting,
bleeding lines, or
transferring NH3. Also,
close, bleed, disconnect and
secure valves and transfer
lines when taking breaks
or disconnecting lines, and
be sure to handle hose end
valves by the valve body.

«Position equipment
away and downwind from
homes, people, and
livestock.

Safety is also key
to those maintaining
anhydrous ammonia
equipment.

Never assume NH3

lines are empty; always wear
proper protective equipment
and have access to safety
water.

When towing a nurse
tank down the road, drive
sensibly. Do not go any
faster than 30 miles per
hour, display a slow-moving
vehicle (SVM) emblem
visible from the rear, and
be sure the tank is secured
to the tractor or truck with
two separate, independent
chains that supplement the
hitch pin/clip.

If an accident or spill
occurs, immediately call
911 and then the Minnesota
Duty Officer at 1-800-422-
0798 or 651-649-5451.

You can find more safety,
storage and transportation
information on the MDA’s
website at www.mda.state.
mn.us/nh3 .
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CoMMUNITY

FFA teams,
individuals
move on to
state
contests
Students from
Luverne, H-BC to

attend virtual
convention

By Mavis Fodness

For the second
consecutive year, all
Minnesota FFA Convention
events will be conducted

Mavis Fodness photo/0325 Sioux Valley Donation

Sioux Valley Energy CEO Tim McCarthy (left) and Operation Round Up Chairman Greg Benda present a $5,000 check Friday to Trenton Bass (holding
check), Jeff Bass, Missy Bass and Heather Erickson, who support families experiencing life-changing events.

Team E Fieldhouse project in

Hills

remodeling project.

mark, according to Missy Bass.
“We are almost there,” she said.

plumbing issue delayed the project.

“We just thought this was a very, very, very
worthwhile cause,” said Operation Round Up
committee member Greg Benda. “Rather than
carry the money over, we gave them more.”

The Sioux Valley donation, which uses money
from customers’ “rounding up” their electric bills
to the next highest dollar, brings fundraising
efforts for Team E Fieldhouse to the 85-percent

Bass applied to Operation Round Up for
additional money to purchase materials for the
remodel project. As materials arrive, Jeff Bass
said construction will get back on track after a

receives $5,000 boost

The group anticipates a May 1 opening.
The Bass and Erickson families began
Game Plan 4 Hope in 2019 after experiencing
life-altering experiences of their own. They

want to help others going through similar
situations.

Both families live in Hills. Heather and
Aaron Erickson’s son, Ethan, died from Burkitt
Lymphoma/Leukemia in 2019 at age 12.

Missy and Jeff Bass’ son, Trenton, was
paralyzed in a football accident in 2017.
Trenton helps with Game Plan 4 Hope by
talking to others about the recovery process
and coping with life in a wheelchair. He’s a
student at South Dakota State University in
Brookings.

1892: Old Settlers’ association conducts annual meeting

virtually due to the
coronavirus.
The
April 18-20
event will
feature
FFA’ers
from
Luverne-
Adrian and
and Hills-
Beaver
Creek
chapters Samantha Moser
competing
in the
career
Z)c(gigif::ry By Mavis Fodness
as well Sioux Valley Energy recently dopza.ted
as three $5,000 toward the $135,090 fundraising g(?al
students to rerpodel the former grain elevator office in
from H-BC Hills into the “Team E Fieldhouse.” '
receiving The funds from Sloxu'Valley E.n.ergy will .
individual support W?rk on the mulj[l—usg facﬂ'lt}{ that will
honors Hannah Fick house equipment, a public weight-lifting space
Tee;ms and meeting room/offices for Game Plan 4
earned Hope. . .
berths to The ﬁeld house is named in memory of
the state former H111s—Baner Creek Secondary School
convention student Ethan Erlcksop. .
by placing The average donation from Op'erat'lon
at the Bound Up is $1,000, but the or.ganlzatlon
recent increased the amount for the Fieldhouse
Region 6
contests.
Hills- Carter Hartz
Beaver Thefollowing appeared
Creek in The Rock County Herald

Participating in the state
virtual judging contests from
Hills-Beaver Creek Secondary
will be team members in soils,

on June 24, 1892.
The Old Settlers

The Annual Meeting

best-informed greenhand, Held at the Court House
wildlife and livestock Last Saturday
evaluation.

Soils team members Pursuant to the call pub-

include Donavon Leenderts,
Max Scholten, Zander
Wysong, Carter Hartz and
Casey Kueter.

Best-informed
greenhands include Riley
Tatge, Carter Vande Voort,
Alexis Gardner-Swenson,
Lanae Elbers, Layla Deelstra,
Cooper Gehrke, Brynn Rauk,
Sylvia Fick, Taryn Birger and

FFA, continued on page 7A

lished in these columns, the
annual meeting of the Old
Settlers’ association of Rock
county was held at the court
room last Saturday after-
noon. E. L. Grout, president
of the association, called the
meeting to order, and the
usual routine business was
dispatched. The following
names were proposed for
membership, and on mo-
tion each was selected by

BITS BY
BETTY

acclamation: T. O. Tollefson,
Aaron Baer, James Preston,
Rev. Herman Ohs, W. M.
Green, and B. I Crossman.

The association then
proceeded to the election of
officers, and on motion the
secretary was instructed to
cast the vote of the associa-
tion for the following:

E. L. Grout, president;
Philo Hawes, recording
secretary; Rev. E. Bronson,

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society

corresponding secretary; A.
Jaycox, treasurer; vice-pres-
idents, C. C. Drew, Luverne;
M. C. Smith, Clinton; Sydney
Johnson, Kanaranzi; Sylves-
ter Norton, Magnolia; Th.
O. Opsata, Vienna; Frank
Mitchell, Battle Plain; Lars
A. Karterud, Denver; T. O.
Tollefson, Mound; K. K.
Steen, Rose Dell; W.P.Noble,
Springwater; B. I Crossman,
Beaver Creek; G. Anderson,

Martin; executive com-
mittee, T. P. Grout, James
Preston, Rasmus Halvorson.

On motion the secretary
was instructed to have the
notice and date of the an-
nual meeting published in
the county papers.

The president was au-
thorized to appoint a com-
mittee of three to draft reso-
lutions of condolence and
sympathy to the families of
all deceased members of the
association, said resolutions
to be forwarded to members
of the families and also to be
spread on the records of the
association,and Rev. H. Ohs,
Rev. E. H. Bronson and Dea-
con Drew were appointed as
such committee.

It was decided, on mo-

tion, that at every annual
meeting of the association
hereafter, a reunion of the
members of the associa-
tion be held under the su-
pervision of the executive
committee.

Since the association
was organized in January,
1886, six new members
have been admitted, seven
havedied, and twenty-two
have moved away.

Donations to the Rock
County Historical Society
can be sent to the Rock
County Historical Soci-
ety, 312 E. Main Street,
Luverne, MN 56156.

Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

REMEMBER WHEN

10 years ago (2011)

A decade-long coaching run officially came to an end
during a meeting of the District 2184 School Board Thursday.

The board accepted the resignation of Jason Phelps as
Luverne High School’s head girls’ basketball coach. Phelps
has been head coach since the 2001-02 season.

“It’s time to step aside and give someone else a chance to
move the program forward.” Phelps said.

Phelps compiled a 76-166 record during his 10-year run
as a head coach.

Four of Luverne’s six girls to score more than 1,000 career
points played their basketball during Phelps’ tenure.

Although LHS never produced atitle-earning season under
Phelps, he did play a key role in turning a program that won
four games in two seasons prior to his arrival into a program
that played competitive basketball.

The most memorable years during the Phelps era came
during the 2005-06 and 2006-07 seasons, when the Cardi-
nals reached the semifinal round of the South Section 3AA
Tournament.

His 2006-07 squad compiled a 17-8 record, the best mark
produced by one of his teams.

25 years ago (1996)

«Some Luverne IBP employees may see a bonus in one of
their upcoming paychecks.

IBP has been ordered by the U. S. Department of Labor to
pay back wages in one of the largest cases against an employer

for not paying employees for work performed.

The courtorderagainst IBP could amount to more than $7
million for 23,5000 employees at 11 plants in six states. All the
plants involved at the time the suit was filed were non-union.

For two years, workers were not paid for jobs they per-
formed before and after their regular shifts, according to a
statement released Tuesday by the Department of Labor. ...

The court order includes a permanent injunction against
IBPto prevent the company from committing future violations
of the overtime and record-keeping provisions of the Fair
Labor Standards Act. IBP was also ordered to pay interest on
the wages owed to its workers.

50 years ago (1971)

*Rock County can buy the Donahue Clinic building on
West Main Street in Luverne for $25,000, the county board
announced Tuesday. Purchase of the building has been rec-
ommended by the county welfare board. It would be used as
offices for county family services.

Theboard said that 35 percent of the purchase price would
be reimbursed by the federal and state governments. The re-
mainder would come from the county’s court house building
fund which has been accumulating over the years and now
has reached a total of $472,000.

If the building were purchased, it would be bought by
the county as a whole, and then leased to the family services
department. Estimated rental to be paid would be $400 per
month, part of which would come from federal and state funds,
and the rest from county funds.

75 years ago (1946)

«Mr. and Mrs. Phil DeBuck, of Hardwick, have purchased
Walt’s Café from Mr. and Mrs. Heinie Bell. Mr. and Mrs. De-
Buck took possession of the business Monday noon. The café,
in the future, will be known as Phil’s Café.

Mr. and Mrs. DeBuck were formerly in the restaurant
business at Hardwick but disposed of that business and also
their filling station. They still own the pool hall there.

100 years ago (1921)

*The settlement of taxes collected from November 1st,
1920, to March 1st, 1921, was completed last week by County
Treasurer John P. Houg, and warrants for the payment of the
sums due the different funds to which the collections have
been apportioned, arebeing drawn by County Auditor Skyberg.

Thetotal amount of the fundsapportioned was $115,243.23,
the total receipts from the general taxes being divided as fol-
lows: State revenue, $12,088.54; state schools, $3,508.01;
teachers’ insurance and retirement fund, $142.59, making
the total amount of state taxes, $15,739.14; county revenue,
$5,746.73; plus one half penalties and fines $153.37. The
total of these two county items being $5900.10; county poor,
$515.49; roads and bridges, $23,402.46; county sanatorium
fund, $1,810.65; towns and villages, $25,698.36; school dis-
tricts, $34,504.84; state schoolloans, $1,436.56; general town
and village state loans, $1,918.15; judicial ditch No. 2, state
loan $373.47; judicial ditch No. 3, $1.92; current school funds
derived from one half the penalties and fines $153.36; bonds
and interest, $3,788.71.



Berghorst credited for city’s continual
excellence in financial reporting

By Lori Sorenson

For the 26" year, the city
of Luverne has received the
Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Report-
ing.
At their March 9 meeting,
Luverne City Council members
formally recognized city finance
director Barb Berghorst for her
efforts in qualifying the city for
the award.

“Thanks for the great job
you do,” Mayor Pat Baustian
told Berghorst.

He pointed out that when
Berghorst started working with
the city in 1991, it had a bond
credit rating of BBB minus.
Today, it’s AA minus.

Berghorst thanked the
council but also credited her
staff for their hard work.

The Certificate of Achieve-
ment is the highest form of
recognition in governmental ac-
counting and financial report-
ing. It represents a “significant
accomplishment by a govern-

FFA/continued from page 6A

Megan Vis.

Wildlife team members
include Austin Allen (ninth-place
overall individual), Oliver Deelstra,
Cole Baker, Tyson Bork and Calvin
Erickson.

The livestock evaluation team
was led by Lanae Elbers (third-
overall individual), Samantha
Moser, Sean Elbers, Chase Bosch
and Tory Knobloch.

The H-BC FFA food science
and technology team of Olivia
Bork, Taylor Huisman, Amalia
Ternus and Sophia Van Surksum
completed at the regional event

Luverne Mayor Pat
Baustian presents
city finance director
Barb Berghorst with
the Government
Finance Officers
Association of

the United States
and Canada
(GFOA) Certificate
of Achievement

for Excellence in
Financial Reporting
in City Hall Council
Chambers Tuesday,
March 9.

Lori Sorenson photo/
0401 berghorst finance award

ment and its management.”

The Government Finance Officers
Association of the United States and
Canada (GFOA) has awarded the Cer-
tificate of Achievement for Excellence
in Financial Reporting to the city of
Luverne for its comprehensive annual
financial report every year since 1994.

It is a prestigious national award
recognizing conformance with the
high standards for preparation of
state and local government financial
reports.

Berghorst is the person primarily
responsible for achieving the award
for Luverne.

Luverne-Adrian

Two Luverne-Adrian FFA Chapter
judging teams placed first at the
Region 6 state-qualifying events and
will compete in the state contests.

The horse judging team of Destiny
Matthiesen, Cassie Flanagan, Julia
Hoogland and Morgan Bonnet placed
first overall. Individually Hoogland
placed third and Flanagan fifth at the
virtual event.

Members of the ag mechanics
team will also compete at the state
event.

Placing second overall in the
team competition at the Region 6

and wildlife, Destiny Matthiesen
competed as an individual, placing
in the top half of the competition.

Matthiesen also competed

individually in the wildlife

management virtual contest and
also finished in the top half of the

competition.

Luverne FFA places
first at ag bowl

Members of the ag mechanics
team also competed at the virtual

Southwest Minnesota State
University ag bowl conducted
recently.
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OBITUARY

Alice Larson

Alice Elizabeth Larson
(Hoiland), age 87,

Alice enjoyed golfing and
traveling with Roger.

formerly of Bloom-
ington, Minnesota,
passed away peace-
fully on March 20,
2021, at the Reflec-
tions Care Suites
in Northfield, Min-
nesota.

Alice was born

Theyplanned vacations
around golfing at some
of the world’s most
iconic golf courses. In
retirement they enjoyed
winters in Arizona. Lat-
er Alice provided years
of care and support
for Roger after he de-

Oct. 8, 1933, to

Selmer and Martha (Orms-
eth) Hoiland. She grewupona

farmnear Luverne, Minnesota,
attended Shady Nook Country

Schoolinitially, and graduated

from Luverne High School in

1951.

Alice attended Augustana
College in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, and then transferred
to the University of Minnesota
tostudynursing, graduatingin
1956. Shefelt she studied at the
U of M during an exciting time
in medicine, with advances in
open heart surgery.

Mutual friendsintroduced
Alice to Roger Allan Larson,
and they married in January
of 1956. They made their
home first in St. Paul and then
in Bloomington, where they
raised their two sons.

Alice worked at Lutheran
Deaconess Hospital in Min-
neapolis before becoming a
school nurse. She worked at
Washburn, F. Wilson Pond,
Kennedy, and Riverside, finally
retiring from Oak Grove In-
termediate School after more
than 25 years with the Bloom-
ington Public Schools. Alice
was patient, kind, and a good
listener, a perfect combination
forstudents needing an excuse

but did not qualify for the state

convention.
Samantha Moser, Carter

Hartz and Hannah Fick will be
recognized for their proficiency
applications and Fick will also

receive the state FFA degree.
Advisor for the H-BC FFA
Chapter is Cloey Anderson.

virtual qualifying event were Justin
Dohlmann, Hunter Sandbulte, Peter
Baustian, Camron Kopp, Jacob
Hansen, Nick Hansen, A.J. Ossefoort

and J.T. Remme.

Remme had the high score for the
team. The top five scores move on to

the state contest.

At the Region 6 virtual fish

More tips for spring gardening chores

ItisMondayand T havebeen
cleaning up the Healing Garden
at Sanford.

As I was working, I noticed
little sprouts of bluegrass that
have been hiding among the
stems of perennials that I didn’t
notice last year. That reminded
me toremind you that thisis the
best time to remove perennials
grassthatmayhavebeguninvad-
ing your garden area.

Many of these grasses like
blue grass or quack grass are
rhizomatous, meaning that
the root spreads underground,
periodically sending up little
grass plants. My pruning shears
has a pointed tip so I can just
push it into the soil under the
grass and lift the grass root and
then continue following that
root, loosening the soil as I keep
pulling to get the whole of the
root dug out.

Right now the soil is moist
and loose after thawing from
winter, so now is the easiest
time to get that grass removed.
Wait just a couple of weeks and
you’ll be looking at much more
of a challenge to remove it.

Bluegrassisaslowspreader,
but quack grass spreads very
quickly and grows the entire
season into the fall until the
ground freezes. Itis not unusual
for quack grassrhizomesto grow
3to4feetin oneseason, whereas
blue grass might grow 6 inches.
Now you understand why quack

K~xow IT AND
Grow It

can become a problem in a pe-
rennial garden or a strawberry
patch quicklyifyouaren’t paying
attention.

Yesterday I went out and
cut some lilac branches. I put
several stems in a deep vase of
water with preservative added
and set them in a bright area but
out of direct sun. The process is
called forcing.

At this point in the season,
it will take a couple of weeks for
the buds to open. I enjoy the
fragrance of lilacs, and getting
a jump on the regular bloom
season is abonusI can’t pass up.
Ifyouareup forgivingitago, cut
stemswith fatbuds from high on
the bush so you get flower buds,
not leaf buds.

So it is 70 out today, and
tomorrow night they are predict-
ing alow of 20. Wow! ... That’s
why our part of the country is
considered Zone 4 on the har-
diness chart. It amazes me that
plants like daffodils and tulips
that are about 4 inches tall can
tolerate that much cold.

By George Bonnema,
Luverne Horticulturalist

The heat will warm the soil
today, and I am hoping that
radiant heat will help protect
the flower buds on the daffodils.
Thetulipbudsarestill protected
because they haven’t emerged
from the leaf swirl. Another
factor that helps these early ar-
rivals survive is the fact that we
still have freezing temperatures
most nights.

If the cold isn’t enough
threat to your tulips, you can
add rabbit damage. The fresh
tulip foliage is a treat rabbits
can’t resist. The best and least
expensive deterrent T have found
is garlic powder. Just a light
sprinkle directly on the foliage
changes the “flavor” enough to
discourage the pests. You do
have to reapply if it rains, but
the tulips grow so fast usually
onlyacoupleofapplications will
do the trick.

Bonnema is a gardening
enthusiast and former green-
houseowner. Hecanbereached
at flowersgb@iw.net.

CELEBRATIONS

GENERATIONS MENU

Card showers

Edna Dirks will celebrate her
9o birthday on Sunday, April 4.
Greetings may be sent to 214 E. Vet-
erans Drive #13; Luverne, MN 56156.

Sylvia Niessinkwill celebrate
her 8oth birthday on Monday, April
5. Greetings may be sent to her at
1005 N. Jackson Street, Luverne,
MN 56156.

Jan Van Eckwill celebrate her
8oth birthday on Thursday, April
8. Greetings may be sent to 1006
Linden Street, Luverne, MN 56156.

Monday, April 5: Pork
loin, sweet potatoes, broc-
coli, bread, bar.

Tuesday, April 6: Ham,
scalloped potato, peas,
bread, dessert.

Half-Price Day spon-
sored in memory of Ruth
Van Westen.

Wednesday: Tacosalad
with salsa and sour cream,
corn chips, fresh fruit, des-
sert.

Thursday: Spaghetti,
lettuce salad with dressing,

fruit, dessert.

Friday: Baked fish,
brown rice, oriental blend,
peaches.

LSS Dining offers well-
balanced and affordable
meals.

Call Lynette Hoiland
at 283-9846 to make dining
reservations or for home-
delivered meals.

Gift certificates are
available at the meal site or
online at www.lssmn.org/
nutrition.

They placed first overall in the
team competition

Competing were J.T. Remme,
Peter Baustian, Lucas Hansen, Nick
Hansen, Camron Kopp and A.J.
Ossefoort. Remme achieved the high
score for the team.

Dennis Moritz is the FFA adviser
for the Luverne-Adrian chapter.

to visit the nurse.

In the community, Alice
served on committees for
Project Charlie (chemical
dependency education) in
Bloomington for years. She
taught Sunday School at Grace
Lutheran Church in Blooming-
ton when her boys were small,
and sang in the choir.

veloped Alzheimer’s
disease. Alice moved to North-
field in 2018 to be closer to
family. She treasured her visits
(in-person, window, virtual,
phone) with her family, and
friends old and new.

Survivors include her
son, John (Laurie) of North-
field, Minnesota; son Tom
(Dawn) of Cincinnati, Ohio;
grandchildren, Annaka Ma-
rie Larson (Andy Tolan) of
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Em-
ily Alice Larson (Bill Fischer)
of Joplin, Missouri, Joseph
Larson (Annie) of Richmond,
Virginia, and Rachel Larson
(Alejandro Trujillo) of Mason,
Ohio; and her great-grandson
James Tolan-Larson; brother
Stephen Hoiland (Sharon)
of Apple Valley, Minnesota,
brother-in-law Alan Welle
of Willmar, Minnesota, and
sister-in-law Shirley Hagen of
Apple Valley; nieces, nephews,
and friends.

Alice was preceded in
death by her husband, brother
David Hoiland, and her sister,
Laura Welle.

Interment will be private
at Fort Snelling National
Cemetery. Memorials pre-
ferred to University of Min-
nesota School of Nursing
Undergraduate Scholarships
(www.nursing.umn.edu) or
the Luverne High School Dol-
larsfor Scholars (www.luverne.
dollarsforscholars.org).

Arrangements are with
Bierman Funeral Home and
Crematory, Northfield. www.
biermanfuneralhome.com

(0401V)
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Sanford Health Home Medical Equipment is
proud to announce their new name: Sanford
Health Equip. Experience the same commitment

and quality services in a more streamlined style
that better meets your needs.

Visit sanfordhealth.org to learn more.

402 E. Main St.
Luverne
(507) 283-1844

312-179-438 3/21
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Cardinals fall in opening round of state hockey
tournament to undefeated Proctor/Hermantown

By Brennen Rupp

For the second straight
year, the Luverne Cardinals
girls’ hockey team traveled
to the Xcel Energy Center
for state tournament action.

Last year the Cardinals
opened the state tournament
against Breck, the eventual
state champions. The
Cardinals fell to Breck 8-1.
In the consolation bracket,
the Cardinals lost to South
St. Paul 8-4.

Fast forward a year
and the Cardinals fell
to undefeated Proctor/
Hermantown 8-0 in the
opening round.

The opening period was
a competitive affair with
the Cardinals killing off
two penalties in the first 10
minutes.

With the game tied at
0-0, it appeared that the
Cardinals and the Mirage
were going to head into the
locker room deadlocked.
Then with 43 seconds left
in the period, Proctor/

Brennen Rupp photo/0401LHS GH photo
Luverne senior Shelby Kracht handles the puck during Luverne’s state tournament game

against Proctor/Hermantown at the Xcel Energy Center on Friday, March 26.

Reisdorfer competes on
the beam at state meet

By Brennen Rupp

For a second straight
year Luverne’s Ella
Reisdorfer competed at the
Class A Gymnastics State
Tournament.

Last year as a seventh-
grader, Reisdorfer
earned a spot at the state
tournament on the bars.
This year she punched
her ticket on the beam by
recording a score of 8.875
at the section meet.

At the state tournament,
Reisdorfer tied for 18th
with two other individuals
with a score of 8.80.

The two other
individuals that tied with
Reisdorfer were Britney
Krumrel of Big Lake and
Maura Panahon from
Mankato West.

“Ella did a great job of
representing Luverne at the
state meet,” Luverne head
coach Phoebe Flom said.

“She stuck her beam
routine, even after we

added her back tuck back
into the routine. I am so
proud of her.”

Libby McGreary from
Benson/KMS earned first
place in the beam with a
score of 9.50.

Worthington’s Hali
Bullerman finished 11th
in the beam with a score
of 9.10.

Gracia Elias, another
Worthington gymnast,
finished 14th with a score
of 9.05.

All-around, Jada
Olsen from Perham/New
York Mills placed first
with a score of 37.800.

Anna Mielke from
Watertown-Mayer/
Mound-Westonka
finished second in the
all-around with a score of
37.375.

Sawyer Gorman from
Pine Island/Zumbrota-
Mazeppa finished third
in the all-around with a
score of 37.175.

Hermantown’s Alyssa
Watkins put one between
the pipes to give the Mirage
a1-0 lead.

In the second period
the Cardinals simply had
no answer for Watkins and
the Mirage.

Watkins scored a goal
14 seconds into the period
to extend their lead to 2-0.

She scored four more
goals in the period, and her
teammate Reese Heltzman
added one for good
measure to put the Mirage
up 6-0 after the first two
periods.

In the third period the
Mirage added two more
goals to make the final
score 8-0.

With the loss, the
Cardinals finished the
season with a 16-5 record.

It marked the final
game for LHS seniors
Regan Feit, Roz Oye, Shelby
Kracht, Rylee Gee, Brynn

Thier and Sophie Holmberg.

Gee finished her final

season as a Cardinal with
20 goals and 16 assists.

Oye scored 13 goals and
recorded 12 assists for the
season.

Kracht recorded 12
assists and scored four
goals.

Thier recorded 11
assists and scored three
goals.

Feit recorded seven
assists and scored three
goals.

Holmberg recorded
seven assists and scored
one goal.

The Cardinals will
return three of their top
four goal leaders, Kamryn
Van Batavia, Reghan Bork
and Peyton Behr, next year.

Mallory Nelson, Anika
Boll, Mallory Von Tersch,
Cheyenne Schutz, Zariah
Holmgren and Brenn
Siebenahler will all return
as the Cardinals will look
to try and make it three
straight trips to the state
tournament next season.

Spring prescribed burning is

‘short-term pain for long-term gain’

Spring is upon us and
prescribed fire season will
be here and gone in the
blink of an eye.

Fire scares the heck
out of most people and it
should. Utilizing fire to
benefit wildlife habitat is
not something you can pick
up in a weekend or two.

I have been active in
prescribed fire projects
for almost 20 years. Still
today, I have a very high
respect for fire, and this
is the primary reason that
in all of the fires I have
participated, I have never
had to call a volunteer fire
department to save my
behind.

There are many
reasons for this, but the
primary one is that I never
light a fire if conditions
are not just perfect. As a
result, I don’t get as many
prescribed fires done as
those professional, paid-
for-service, organized

THE

OUTDOORS

operations do. They have
enough equipment and
manpower to be able to
overcome some situations
where the wind might be
too strong or the difficulty
index makes it too hard
for me and my band of
volunteers to handle.
Prescribed fire is poorly
understood by most people.
All they see and understand
is that the fire burns up
the grassland birds that
are trying to nest in late
April and early May. It is
true that some nests get
destroyed, but only in rare
cases does the hen perish.

By Scott Rall

Outdoors columnist

Pheasants, which are
my passion, usually build a
nest in mid-May and then
lay, incubate and hatch a
clutch in the second week
of June. There are always a
small percentage that start
a little earlier and those
that start later.

Lighting a fire to
wildlife habitat can be akin
to fertilizing your yard, as I
covered in a recent column.
The best explanation for
spring burning is “short-
term pain for long-term
gain.”

The few nests that
are lost to spring burning

in most cases will be
recovered when the hen
nests again in nearby
property. This is why you
try to never burn the entire
area at one time.

Burning 25 percent of
a spot each year in a four-
year rotation keeps the
habitat the most robust
it can be. This allows
the carry capacity of the
property to increase.

Carry capacity is the
total amount of animals
a spot can provide for.
Grasslands in great shape
can result in reproduction
efforts significantly higher
than in lower quality
grasslands.

All of the science
supports prescribed
habitat fires for the total
overall increase in wildlife
populations. Fire as a
management tool is highly
desired but has never

Rall, continued on 13A

Luverne’s Rylee Gee commits to play hockey at Lindenwood University

By Brennen Rupp

Rylee Gee has been
playing the game of hockey
for as long as she can
remember. She first started
skating 11 years ago and
then picked up the hockey
stick a year later.

It’s a game that she fell
in love with at an early age.
“I love that hockey is
so much more than a skills

sport,” Gee said.
“You can have the

ability to stickhandle
and shoot and skate, but
it will be tough to get
anywhere without your
team. Everyone can have
a strength that they bring
to the game, and no two
players are exactly alike.”

The Luverne senior
just played in her final
game as a Cardinal at the
Class A State Tournament
on Friday, March 26. Gee
played a key role in the
Cardinals making it to the
state tournament back-to-
back years.

In her final season as
a Cardinal, Gee scored
20 goals and recorded 16
assists.

“I'm going to miss
the close team and the

Submitted photo

Luverne senior Rylee Gee recently signed her letter of intent
to play hockey at Lindenwood University. Pictured are Laura

Gee (left), Rylee Gee, Paige Moling and (standing) Ryan Gee.

extra, extra supportive
community,” Gee said.
“The difference about
being a Cardinal and just
being a hockey player is
the second you put on
that Cardinals jersey,
you represent the whole

community.”

Gee said that she
enjoyed representing the
Cardinals on the ice and
being an active member of
the community off the ice.

“You never know
what you can go out and

do to make an impact in
your community, and for
some of us, that impact

is bringing respect and
sportsmanship to the
game of hockey,” Gee said.
“That’s what I'm going to
miss.”

Laura Gee, Rylee’s
mother, said that the
Luverne community has
been everything they could
have hoped for when
they made the move from
Colorado to Minnesota four
years ago.

“It’s been a pretty
exciting ride,” Laura Gee
said. “Luverne hockey
has been pretty much
everything we hoped for
when we moved here four
years ago.

We were excited about
her playing for a high
school team and being part
of the community. That’s
something you don’t get in
club hockey in Colorado.”

The good news for Gee
is that Friday’s game won’t
be the last competitive
hockey game she gets to
play in.

Gee recently committed
to play hockey at
Lindenwood University in

Missouri.

The opportunity to play
the sport she loves at the
next level is a dream come
true for Gee.

“It means so much for
me to be able to continue
playing hockey past high
school,” Gee said.

“It was every young
hockey player’s dream to
one day play in the big
leagues, and over time
I have grown to love the
game so much.

ACHA might not be the
Olympics or anything, but it
means the world that I get
to be part of a team full of
other players that love the
sport just as much as I do.”

Gee was one of 20 to
receive the prestigious
Sibley Scholarship from
Lindenwood University,
awarded for exemplary
student leaders.

“That scholarship, the
coaches and the program
definitely put Lindenwood
at the top of her list,” Laura
Gee said. “I'm super excited
to see where her path takes
her.”

The Sibly Scholarship
recognizes students who
exhibit high academic

achievement, community
service, co-curricular
involvement and leadership.

“At the beginning of
my college search, I wasn’t
exactly sure what I wanted,”
Gee said.

“I had toured a handful
of colleges and I hadn’t
really found anything that
felt like ‘the’ school. When I
went onto the Lindenwood
campus, I felt comfortable.”

Located just outside of
St. Louis, the campus is a
mix of a big and small town
that Gee grew up in.

“Overall, the university
has beautiful buildings and
views. The coaches and
players were so welcoming,
and the dorms, commons,
and sports facilities were
excellent,” she said.

“The school also had
been extremely cooperative
with academic scholarships
and even helped me toward
one of the most prestigious
academic scholarships
offered by the university.”

During her time at
Lindenwood, Gee plans to
major in pre-engineering
and would like to put time
toward a graphic arts
degree.
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The Star Herald reached out to churches for their worship information in the absence of in-person worship services,

due to coronavirus social distancing. Those that responded are listed here. Those that would like to have

information posted here should call the Star Herald or email editor

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne
St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor
Public mass will be celebrated at FULL capacity of the church. Masses: 9
a.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m. Friday and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. No mass, com-
munion service or rosary at care centers at this time. 5 p.m. Saturdays and
8:30 a.m. mass will be live streamed on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Visit www.stscl.org for more information.
Thursday, April 1: 5 p.m. St. Catherine mass. Friday, April 2: 3 p.m. St.
Catherine service. Saturday, April 3: 8 p.m. St. Catherine Easter vigil
mass. Sunday, April 4: 8:30 a.m. Easter mass.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne
Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com
Roger Sparks, Pastor
Sunday, April 4: 7:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise service. 9:30 a.m. Easter
service. We are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Face-
book page at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Send him a friend request if you're
not connected. You may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts.
Also our services are on local cable TV at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays. In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare:
“Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm
124:8.
First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne
Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Friday, April 2: 6 p.m. Good Friday service with Holy Communion.
Sunday, April 4: 10:30 a.m. Easter service. Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-
person worship service. Service is also on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne
Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ann Zastrow, Pastor

Thursday, April 1: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. 5:30 p.m. Seder Meal. 6:45
p.m. Maundy Thursday worship with Holy Communion. Friday, April
2: 6:45 p.m. Good Friday service. Saturday, April 3: 5:30 p.m. Easter
worship service with Holy Communion. Sunday, April 4: 7 a.m. Easter
Sunrise service with Holy Communion. 9 a.m. Easter worship with
Holy Communion. *Please register for the special services this week.
www.graceluverne.org No Sunday school or Adult Bible study. Tuesday,
April 6: 9 a.m. Staff meeting. Wednesday, April 7: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible study.
Online, TV and Radio Worship options are still available. Online Sundays 9
a.m. on the church website www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go
directly to our Facebook page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast
Channel 3 will air our worship service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at
10 a.m. — NEW TIME! Radio: KQAD-AM Radio will air our worship service
on Sundays at 8:15 p.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne
Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67 @yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Thursday, April 1: 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday service with Holy
Communion. Friday, April 2: 6:30 p.m. Good Friday Tenebrae worship.
Sunday, April 4: 8 a.m. Festive Easter Sunrise worship of Our Risen
Savior. Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well.
Mondays, 6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany
Lutheran Church (Luverne). Also visit els.org with our sister churches for
online worship opportunities.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne
Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org
Mike Altena, Pastor

Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday service with Holy Com-
munion. Friday, April 2: 6:30 a.m. Community Men’s Bible study. Saturday,
April 3: 12 Noon Youth room reserved. 1 p.m. Multipurpose room reserved.
Sunday, April 4: 8:30 a.m. Easter worship service. 10:30 a.m. Easter
worship service. 12 Noon Fellowship hall reserved. Tuesday, April 6: 12
Noon Staff meeting. Wednesday, April 7: 5:30 p.m. Midweek meal. 6:30
p.m. Pioneer clubs; Youth groups. Worship services are also broadcast on
Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s
available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, follow us on
Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne
Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc @iw.net
Thursday, April 1: 1-3 p.m. Food Shelf curbside. 7 p.m. Maundy Thurs-
day service. Friday, April 2: Good Friday service. Saturday, April 3: 8
p.m. AA meeting. Sunday, April 4: 9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday school. 10 a.m.
Easter egg hunt in the backyard. 10:30 a.m. Easter worship service.
4:30 p.m. Genesis to Revelation Bible study.

tar-herald.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne
Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com
Jason Cunningham, Pastor
Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday/Good Friday combined
services with Holy Communion. Sunday, April 4: 8 a.m. Easter
Sunrise service. 8:45-10 a.m. Easter Brunch. *Must RSVP to attend
brunch. Social distancing will be practiced. Egg bake, breakfast pastries
and fresh fruit salad to be served. Call or email Emilie, eboelman@vastbb.
net or call 283-4787. 10:15 a.m. Easter service. In-person Worship
service and through Facebook Live Sunday. Our Facebook page can be
found under First Presbyterian Church of Luverne. We are also on the
local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m.
on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne
Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday worship with Holy Com-
munion. Friday, April 2: 7 p.m. Good Friday worship. Sunday, April 4:
7 a.m. Easter Sunrise worship. 9 a.m. Easter service. Worship service
is 75 people. Services will be available on the Vast channel 3 Sunday and
online at the city website, cityofluverne.org.

First Lutheran Church
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D.
Ph. (605) 757-6662

Mark Eliason, Pastor
Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday service at First Lutheran.
Friday, April 2: 7 p.m. Good Friday service at First Lutheran. Sunday,
April 4: 10:30 a.m. Easter worship service at First Lutheran Church.
Masks are highly recommended. Facebook live. Video worship via You-
Tube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L HHQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D.
Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Mark Eliason, Pastor
Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday service at First Lutheran.
Friday, April 2: 7 p.m. Good Friday service at First Lutheran. Sun-
day, April 4: 10:30 a.m. Easter worship service at Palisade Lutheran
Church.
Masks are required. Worship will be streamed live on Facebook. Video
worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L HdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3 St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek
Ph. 507-935-5025
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7
p.m. Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia
Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com
Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church
112 W. Church Ave., Steen
Ph. 855-2336

Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor
Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday service. Sunday, April 4:
9:30 a.m. Easter worship service. Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship
service in-person with livestream available on Facebook and YouTube.
Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270

Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday worship with Holy Com-
munion. Friday, April 2: 7 p.m. Good Friday service. Sunday, April 4:
7 a.m. Easter Sunrise service with Holy Communion at Bethlehem. 9
a.m. Easter worship service with Holy Communion at Tuff Chapel. 10
a.m. Easter service with Holy Communion at Bethlehem. No Sunday
school. Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills.
You can find more info on our website blchills.org.

Hills United Reformed Church
410 S. Central Ave., Hills
Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net
Alan Camarigg, Pastor

Friday, April 2: 7 p.m. Good Friday service. Sunday, April 4: 9:30 a.m.

Easter worship service.
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messages are
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Jesus’ sacrifice
gives us life

Ralph was a heart-
broken man who lived
in poverty and filth. He
felt like a failure in every
way. Relationships seem
shallow and insignificant.
He knew something had
to better than this, but
what? He wanted change,
but how do you change?
Life was such a disap-
pointment. “Don’t worry,
be happy” didn’t mean
anything or satisfy the
longing ofhisheart. What
hopeisthereinlife? There
was no hope as he looked
out the window of his life.

Yet, Ralph lived in a
beautiful three-bedroom
home, was married to a
compassionate and lov-
ing wife. He drove a new
Cadillac Escalade. Hewas
asuccessful CEO of a very
profitable company. On
the outside everything
looked great, butinsidehe
was sinkinginto complete
hopelessness.

Sin destroys. Sin
gives poverty and filth of
heart. Sin is failure to be
and do what God expects.
Sin destroys.

One day as Easter
was approaching, Ralph
found a Bible in the local
coffee shop. There was
a bookmark at Matthew
21, so he started reading
the story of Christ com-
ing into Jerusalem with
crowds cheering him as
a king, cheering him as if
he was more than a king.
Ashekeptreading, hewas
amazed thatinjustaweek
the crowd turned from
cheering Jesus to calling
for his death. What hap-
pened that one day they
loved him, the next day
they hate him?

Continuing, Ralph
read of Jesus’ trial, if you
could callitthat, but there
was no evidence of him
doing anything wrong.
Then they executed Jesus
on a cross. Ralph won-
dered, if Jesus is a king, if
heisthe Son of God, which
he claimed, why would he
letthembeathim, leading
to his execution?

bankwithssb.com
Member FDIC

BuiLT ON
A Rock

By Pastor Walt
Moser
First Baptist Church,
Luverne

Ralph gotanother cup
of coffee and read on. He
read, Jesus died and one
of his friends buried him.
Ralphwondered ifthiswas
the end of the story. He
could see the newspaper
headlines, “Man Claiming
to be God is Dead,” but he
keptreadingbecausethere
were a lot more pages in
the Bible, so something
had to happen after his
death.

To Ralph’s amaze-
ment he read that three
days later this dead man
came back tolife. [t wasn’t
just one person who saw
him alive, it was many. It
wasn’t a ghost, because
he ate fish with them, he
talked with them, he even
let them touch him. Jesus
was alive.

Ralphwondered ifthis
Jesus could do anything
for his life. Could this Je-
sus help his life that was
being destroyed by sin?
As he read in the Bible,
he understood that Jesus
willingly came to earth,
being obedient to God the
Father and out of love for
his father and humanity
died onthecrosstopaythe
price that God demanded
as the consequence of sin.

Easter took on a new
meaning for Ralph. Easter
was not about bunny rab-
bits and Easter eggs but
about giving purpose to
life. Ralph’slifechanged as
he understood that Jesus
sacrificed his life to give
life to Ralph and all who
believe.

Jesus is alive and ex-
tends true life to all who
believe. Do you believe?
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice of public hearing
for conditional use permits

Pursuant to the Rock County Zoning Ordinance, notice is hereby given by the
Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission that a public hearing will be held at
the Rock County Law Enforcement Center located at 1000 North Blue Mound Avenue,
Luverne, Minnesota at 7:10 p.m., Monday April 12, 2021. The purpose of this hearing
is to hear public comments on the following applications for conditional use permits:

Applicant: Reker Construction

Location: NE 1/4 of Section 26 of Clinton Township, T101N, R45W, Rock
County, Minnesota

Conditional Use: ~ Gravel extraction, stockpiling, and associated processing

Applicant: Central Specialties

Location: NW 1/4 of Section 13 of Vienna Township, T103N, R44W,
Rock County, Minnesota

Conditional Use:  Placement and Operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant: Central Specialties

Location: W 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 35 of Mound Township, T103N,
R45W, Rock County, Minnesota

Conditional Use:  Placement and Operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant: Central Specialties

Location: W 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 23 of Denver Township, T103N,
R45W, Rock County, Minnesota

Conditional Use:  Placement and Operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant: Duininck, Inc.

Location: Portions of N 1/2 of NW 1/4 of Section 14 and SE 1/4 of SW
1/4 of Section 11 of Denver Township, T104N, R45W, Rock
County, Minnesota

Conditional Use:  Placementand operation of atemporary hot mix asphalt plant

Applicant: Duininck, Inc.

Location: Aportion of the SW 1/4 of Section 21 of Battle Plain Township,
T104N, R44W, Rock County, MN

Conditional Use  Placement and operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt plant

To help mitigate the risk to public health by following the recommendations from
the Department of Health and Human Services, along with Governor Walz’ statewide
response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the total number of attendees present atthe meeting
will be limited to 10 attendees as per the Governor’s requirements AND all attendees
shall be required to wear face masks.

If you wish to offer comments relative to the public hearings being held and do not
need to be present, we ask you to submit that those comments by 4:00 p.m. on Monday,
June 29. Comments can be submitted in writing to the Rock County Land Management
Office, located at 311 West Gabrielson Road, Suite 4, Luverne, Minnesota, or submitted
by e-mail to: eric.hartman@co.rock.mn.us

If you wish to actively participate in the public hearing process itself from an off-

site location, we are providing live access to the meeting through a teleconferencing
service. To access the meeting, dial the following phone number: (425)436-6320 Then,
when prompted, enter the access code number: 108575

By order of the Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission
Eric A. Hartman, Zoning Administrator
311 W. Gabrielson Road
Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-8862 (04-01, 04-08)
[ ]
Kindt probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 67-PR-21-52

Estate of Delores Henrietta Kindt NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON

aka Delores H. Kindt PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO

Decedent CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is given that on April 26, 2021 at 8:30 a.m., a
hearing will be held in this Court at 204 E. Brown Street, Luverne, Minnesota,
56156, for the formal probate of an instrument purporting to be the Will of the De-
cedent, dated April 26, 2016, and codicil(s) to the Will and separate writing(s)
under Minn. Stat. 524.2-513 ("Will"), and for the appointment of Mavis Shein-
hauer, whose address is 2637 60th Street, Rochester, MN 55901 as Personal
Representative of the Estate of the Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED administration.

Any objections to the petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at the
hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representative
will be appointed with full power to administer the assets of the Estate in Minnesota
including the power to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and ex-
penses, and sell real and personal property, and do all necessary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors hav-
ing claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to the Personal
Representative or to the Court Administrator within four months after the date of this
Notice or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may request notice of the probate proceedings to be
given to the Attorney General pursuant to Minn. Stat. 501B.41, subd. 5.

Dated: 3/29/2021 BY THE COURT

/sl Terry S. Vajgrt
District Court Judge
Natalie Reisch
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

Vander Kooi Law Offices, P.A.

127 E. Main, PO Box 746

Luverne, MN 56156

Attorney License No.: 112124

Telephone: 507-283-9546

Fax: 507-283-9626

Email: lawkooi@gmail.com

(04-01, 04-08)

Van Hulzen property tax
abatement hearing April 6

PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing is hereby scheduled at 9:05 a.m. on April 06, 2021, at the Her-
reid Board meeting room, located at the Rock County Courthouse, 204 E. Brown Street,
Luverne, Minnesota to be held on a proposed property tax abatement request Ross
Van Hulzen, pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 and 116J.993 through 116J.995
consisting of new home construction with following location: a 2 acre tract in the NE
Section 10 of Battle Plain Township. It has been proposed that the Board of Commis-
sioners of the County of Rock grant a Property Tax Abatement on these properties in an
amount not to exceed 100 percent (%) of the County’s portion of the real estate taxes
related to new residential home construction on the subject properties for a period not
to exceed five (5) years. The estimated value of abatement is approximately $1,165.00
annually. This Board will hold a public hearing on the proposed Property Tax Abatement
as required by Minnesota Statutes, Section 469.1813, subdivision 5. The proposed

abatement percentage and terms may be modified at the public hearing.
Kyle Oldre
County Administrator
(04-01)

NOTICE OF DELINQUENT TAXES

State of Minnesota District Court

County of Rock Fifth Judicial District
TO: ALL PERSONS WITH A LEGAL INTEREST IN THE PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING DELINQUENT
TAX LIST

Alist of real property in Rock County on which delinquent property taxes and penalties are due has been filed with the District Court Adminis-
trator of Rock County. This list is published to inform all persons that the listed property is subject to forfeiture because of delinquent taxes.

The property owner, taxpayer, or other interested person must either pay the tax and penalty, plus interest and costs, or file a written objection
with the district court administrator. The objection must be filed by April 21, 2021, stating the reason why the tax or penalty is not due on the property.
If no objection is filed, a court judgment will be entered against the property for the unpaid tax, penalty, interest and costs.

For property under court judgment, the period of redemption begins on May 10, 2021. The period of redemption means the time within which
taxes must be paid to avoid losing the property through forfeiture. The period of redemption is three years, with a handful of exceptions. The re-
demption period is one year for most properties located in a targeted neighborhood, as defined in the Minnesota laws, and for municipal solid waste
disposal facilities. The redemption period is five weeks for certain abandoned or vacant properties.

You may also enter into a confession of judgment as an alternative method to paying off the delinquent tax amount and avoiding forfeiture.
This allows you to pay the delinquent balance in equal annual installments with a down payment due at the time you confess judgment. The length
of the installment plan varies: 5 years for commercial-industrial/public utility property; 10 years for all other properties.

If you have homesteaded property, you may be eligible for a Senior Citizen’s Property Tax Deferral, which enables seniors to pay just 3% of
their total household income and allow remaining amounts to become a lien on the property that may be deferred for later payment (perhaps upon
eventual sale of the property).

It should also be noted by property homesteaders that you are ineligible to receive the Property Tax Refund while you owe delinquent property
tax.

To determine how much interest and costs must be added to pay the tax in full, contact the Rock County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office, Rock County
Courthouse, 204 East Brown St, PO Box 509, Luverne, Minnesota 56156-0509. You may also contact the Auditor-Treasurer at (507) 283-5060 or
ashley.kurtz@co.rock.mn.us.

/s/ Natalie Reisch

Deputy District Court Administrator
Fifth Judicial District

Date: February 16, 2021

District Court Seal

DELINQUENT TAX LIST

The following table contains a list of real property located in Rock County on which taxes and penalties became delinquent on January 2, 2021. Interest calculated
from January 1, 2021, and county costs must be paid along with the total tax and penalties in order for a parcel of real property to be removed from the delinquent
tax list.

NAME OF OWNERS, TAXPAYERS & TOTAL TAX
INTERESTED PARTIES PARCEL NUMBER & DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY YEAR AND PENALTY
TOWN OF BATTLE PLAIN
KARI M LEWIS-MATHEWS & 01-0093-000 SEC-22 TWP-104 RNG-44 5.76 ATRIN N 760' OF W 330' OF NW 1/4 2020 655.34

CHRISTOPHER W MATHEWS EXC0.29 ATR #75 & EXC 0.11 A CSAH #2

TOWN OF BEAVER CREEK
BRIAN & DEBORAH L TAUBERT 02-0182-200 SEC-34 TWP-102 RNG-46 E 508' OF N 429' OF NE 1/4 5.00 ACRES 2020 570.31
JOHN & KAREN RUDDY 02-0295-000 SEC-22 TWP-102 RNG-46 6.48 A BLDG SITE TRACT IN SE CORNER OF 2020 852.81

E 1/2 OF E 1/2 LESS 0.20 A CSAH #17 6.48 ACRES
TOWN OF CLINTON

DALE & HEATHER STEENSMA 03-0215-000 VILLAGE OF ASHCREEK LOTS 1 THRU 4 BLOCK 4 2020 178.69

MARILYN LOUISE SHEEHAN 03-0216-000 VILLAGE OF ASHCREEK LOTS 5 & 6 BLOCK 4 2020 249.75

ELIZABETH KRUGER 03-0224-000 KITTERMAN'S ADDITION VILLAGE OF ASHCREEK LOT 3 2020 6.75
TOWN OF DENVER

HEATH C & KERI K PETERSEN 04-0018-000 SEC-12 TWP-104 RNG-45 E 667' OF S 358' OF SE 1/4 5.48 ACRES 2020 879.80

DOUGLAS DEAN LAFRENZ 04-0052-000 SEC-04 TWP-104 RNG-45 A 4.44 ATRIN S 1/2 OF SE 1/4 COM AT + OF 2020 713.25

CLOF USHWY 75 WITH S LN OF SEC 3, NWLY ON C L 1236.6', WLY 75' TO POB, WLY
15', NWLY 123.24', WLY 467.38', SLY 190.20', SELY 199.17', SLY 170.63', SELY 504.27',
NWLY 389.87' TO POB

JAMES WM BROOMFIELD & 04-0143-000 SEC-29 TWP-104 RNG-45 7.80 A TR IN NE 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT NE 2020 564.20
PATTY A BROOMFIELD COR OF SD NE 1/4 AS POB; S ALG E SEC LN 546'; W 390'; N 43'; W 250'; N 503'; E 640'
ALG N SECLN TO POB
TOWN OF LUVERNE
LISA SIMONSEN 06-0164-100 SEC-25 TWP-102 RNG-45 5.73 ATR DESC AS: BEG AT NW COR OF SW 2020 600.75

1/4 OF SEC 25; S ON W LN OF SD SEC 46' TO POB; CONTN S ON SEC LN 1254'; E 198";
NELY 297' TO PT 382.8' E & 970.2' S OF NW COR OF SW 1/4 ; ELY 66' TO PT 455.4' E &
937.2'S OF NW COR OF SW 1/4; NWLY 897.6' TO PT 46' E & 202.4' S OF NW COR OF
SW 1/4; NWLY 132' TO PT 30' E OF POB, TH W 30' TO POB

CAANEN HOLDINGS LLC 06-0186-100 SEC-29 TWP-102 RNG-45 E 1/2 OF NW 1/4 80.00 ACRES 2020 1,901.90
CAANEN HOLDINGS LLC 06-0186-200 SEC-29 TWP-102 RNG-45 S 1/2 OF NE 1/4 80.00 ACRES 2020 1,812.80
CAANEN HOLDINGS LLC 06-0187-000 SEC-29 TWP-102 RNG-45 N 1/2 OF NE 1/4 EXC 11.70 A TR DESC AS: 2020 1,531.20
E 696.5' OF S 731.5' 68.30 ACRES
TOWN OF MAGNOLIA
WAYNE A & PEGGY J HARMS 07-0127-000 SEC-04 TWP-102 RNG-44 S 386' OF E 540.5' OF W 1337' OF SW 1/4 2020 633.64
4.79 ACRES

TOWN OF MARTIN
SHERI ROZEBOOM 08-0269-000 SEC-26 TWP-101 RNG-47 W 462.80' OF FOLLOWING DESC TR: TR IN 2020 1,696.94
SW 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT SW COR OF SEC 26; ELY ALG S LN OF SD 1/4 353' TO POB;
NLY 33'; CONTN NLY 459.09'; ELY 622.36'; SLY 459.73'; CONTN SLY 33' TO SD S LN;
WLY ALG S LN 636.98' TO POB 5.22 ACRES
TOWN OF ROSE DELL
WAYNE C KISLOWSKI 10-0036-000 SEC-07 TWP-104 RNG-46 4.47 ATR IN NW 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT C 2020 135.00
OF MN HWY 23 AT N SIDE OF SEC 7; WLY 7.5' ON N SIDE OF SD SEC TO POB; WLY
ON N SIDE OF SD SEC 572.5'; SLY 340' = W SIDE OF SD SEC; ELY 572.5' = N SIDE OF
SD SEC; NLY 340' TO POB LESS 0.30 A HWY #23
SAX SEED & SERVICE INC 10-0167-100 SEC-34 TWP-104 RNG 46 4.23 ATR IN NW 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT NE 2020 31.36
COR OF NW 1/4; SLY ON E LN OF NW 1/4 683'; WLY 270'; NLY 683' TO N LN OF NW
1/4; ELY 270' TO POB

CITY OF BEAVER CREEK

THOMAS B & LINDA SWANSON 13-0058-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 9 & 10 BLOCK 11 2020 913.57
CITY OF HARDWICK
SUSAN ROGERS 14-0020-000 AUDITOR'S OUTLOTS 26-104-45 OUTLOT 13 2020 654.75
SUSAN ROGERS 14-0021-000 AUDITOR'S OUTLOTS 26-104-45 OUTLOT 14 2020 87.75
LORI WENDT 14-0048-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 7 & 8 BLOCK 1 2020 2,489.28
JONNA DULL 14-0104-000 ROSS'S SECOND ADDITION LOTS 8 & 9 BLOCK 2 2020 199.64
JAMES PETERSEN 14-0110-100 ROSS'S SECOND ADDITION S 40' OF LOT 17 & ALL OF LOT 18 BLK 2 2020 976.50
DANIEL SPRIK 14-0127-000 HALVERSON'S ADDITION LOTS 6 THRU 8 BLOCK 1 2020 690.75
JONNA DULL 14-0130-000 HALVERSON'S ADDITION LOT 1 BLOCK 2 2020 373.50
CITY OF HILLS
MILDRED KESTERSON 15-0047-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 5 & N 1/2 OF LOT 6 BLOCK 2 2020 1,523.25
WENDELL W & WILMA L BENGSTON 15-0118-000 F.C. FINKE'S ADDITION S 32' OF LOT 8 BLOCK 8 2020 2,475.00
ROGER C RUSSELL & 15-0201-000 HELGESON'S & QUALLEY'S ADDITION S 32' OF LOT 4 & S 56' OF LOTS 2020 1,265.14
CHARLOTTE R RUSSELL 5 & 6 BLOCK 25
JERRY & SHIRLEY J JOHNSON 15-0212-000 HELGESON'S & QUALLEY'S ADDITION N 92' OF LOT 8 BLOCK 28 2020 792.87
JUD DUNN 15-0234-000 QUALLEY ADDITION N 34' OF LOT 11 & S 38' OF LOT 12 BLOCK 2 2020 2,823.75
CITY OF JASPER
DENNIS & RHONDA GALLOP 16-0047-000 ROSE DELL ADDTION LOT 4 BLOCK 17 2020 627.13
O - BERNICE HONKEN ET AL
MARTINEZ CONCRETE LLC 16-0051-000 ROSE DELL ADDITION COM AT PT 155' N OF NE COR OF BLK 14 IN ROSE 2020 329.67
DELL ADDITION & BNG POB; N 75'; W 150'; S 75'; E 150' TO POB
MAURICIO MARTINEZ 16-0053-000 ROSE DELL ADDITION W 75' OF E 225' OF LOWER PARK 2020 1,043.40
CITY OF MAGNOLIA
SOMPHIANE KHUT XAPHAKDY 18-0038-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 13 & 14 BLOCK 1 2020 82.39
KARL H KOOIKER 18-0053-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 1,2 & 3 BLOCK 3 2020 159.43
JENNIFER RAE PETERS 18-0054-000 ORIGINAL PLAT N 1/2 OF LOTS 4 THRU 6 BLOCK 3 2020 407.37
JENNIFER RAE PETERS 18-0055-000 ORIGINAL PLAT S 1/2 OF LOTS 4 THRU 6 BLOCK 3 2020 22.50
DALE D & PATRICIA M AUCH 18-0057-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 9 THRU 11 & W 10' OF LOT 12 BLOCK 3 2020 123.69
NATHAN & DARLENE RUST 18-0069-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 7 THRU 11 BLOCK 5 2020 220.89
LAURENCE J STOCK & 18-0075-000 ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 1 & E 1/2 OF LOT 2 BLOCK 7 2020 69.93
SAMANTHA AUCH
DYLAN FITZPATRICK 18-0118-000 GUTZLER'S ADDITION LOT 1 & 2 BLOCK 6 2020 538.16
CITY OF STEEN
TANNER SCHOLTEN 19-0007-701 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45 COMM AT NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N 2020 159.75

LN OF NW 1/4 1116.38'; SLY 164.97' TO POB; SLY 120'; ELY 149.16'; NLY 118.61";
WLY 150' TO POB

TANNER SCHOLTEN 19-0007-702 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45 COMM AT NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N LN 2020 159.75
OF NW 1/4 1116.38'; SLY 164.97'; SLY 120' TO POB; CONT SLY 120'; ELY 148.33";
NLY 120'; WLY 149.16' TO POB

CODY SCHOLTEN 19-0007-704 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45 COMM AT THE NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N 2020 173.25
LN OF NW 1/4 1055.22 TO POB; SLY 208.08'; WLY 92.48'; NLY 206.31'; TO N LN OF
NW 1/4; ELY ALG N 92.45' TO POB

CODY SCHOLTEN 19-0007-705 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45 COMM AT THE NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N 2020 173.25
LN OF NW 1/4 1055.22'; SLY 208.08' TO POB; SLY 124.22'; WLY 152.12'; NLY 128.24;
ELY 152.17' TO POB continued on next page...
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DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF QTR SEC LN OF W 1/2 NE 1/4 OF SD SEC 32; SON QTR
SEC LN 666.5'; E 192' ALG N EDGE OF MINNESOTA AVENUE TO POB; N 119' ALG W LN

REMINGTON CAIN 19-0031-000 SEC-29 TWP-101 RNG-45 THAT PORTION OF UNPLATTED PORTION OF 2020 648.83

CITY OF STEEN IN NE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 32-101-45 DESC AS: COMM AT NE COR OF LOT 6

BLK 1 OF ORIG PLAT; N ALG W LN OF MAIN ST 77.50' TO POB; CONTN N ALG SD W LN

97.22'; CONTN N 33' TO N SEC LN OF NW 1/4; WLY 80.34'; S 33'; CONTN S 97.77'; ELY

80.34' TO POB
JARED GERLOFF 19-0032-000 ORIGINAL LOTS 1 & 2 BLOCK 1 2020 345.03
TOMMY R & TRISHA M BEANER 19-0057-000 ORIGINAL LOT 1 BLOCK 7 2020 882.75
REMINGTON CAIN 19-0059-000 ORIGINAL LOTS 4 & 5 BLOCK 7 2020 22.50
RANDY & KATHY MARSHALL 19-0073-000 ORIGINAL LOT BLOCK 10 2020 129.47
TOBY NELSON & KAIJA KAUPINS 19-0090-000 UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION TR IN NE 1/4 OF 32-101-45 2020 2,637.00

OF WINTERDYKE STREET; W 76', S 119', E 76' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOT 10
& E 28' OF LOT 11 BLOCK 4 UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION

RANDY & KATHRYN MARSHALL

19-0103-000 UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION TR IN NE1/4 OF 32-101-45 2020 6.51
DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SD NE 1/4; S 1036.5', E 96' TO POB; S 134.25'; E 48';
N 134.25'; W 48' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOT 3 BLOCK 10

RANDY & KATHRYN MARSHALL

19-0104-100 UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION 2 PRCLS IN NE 1/4 OF 2020 6.51
32-101-45 DESC AS: ALL THAT PART OF FORMER RR R/W LNG IN SD NE 1/4 DESC AS:

COM AT SW COR OF N 1/2 OF SD NE 1/4 AS POB; ELY ALG S LN OF SD N 1/2 OF

NE 1/4 96' TO POB; CONTN E ALG SD S LN 26.5'; NLY = W LN OF SD NE 1/4 44;

WLY =S LN OF SD N 1/2 26.5'; SLY = W LN OF SD NE 1/4 44' TO POB & COM AT NW

COR OF SD NE 1/4; S 1182.75'; E 96' TO POB; $ 90.25'; E 26.5'; S 44'; E 21.5' N 134.25";

W 48' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOT 6 BLOCK 10

CITY OF LUVERNE

MATTHEW HALSTROM 20-0134-000 CO AUD PLAT LUVERNE OUTLOTS 11-102-45 E 67.5' OF W 135' OF 2020 918.00
S 118' OF OUTLOT 5

DEANNA DYBEDOCK FULLER 20-0148-000 CO AUD PLAT LUVERNE OUTLOTS 11-102-45 N 95' OF W 137.5' OF 2020 27.00
OUTLOT 13

DEANNA DYBEDOCK FULLER 20-0149-000 CO AUD PLAT LUVERNE OUTLOTS 11-102-45 OUTLOT 13 EXC 137.5' & 2020 28.21
EXCE 161' OF N 95' OF W 492.5'

DEANNA DYBEDOCK FULLER 20-0150-000 CO AUD PLAT LUVERNE OUTLOTS 11-102-45 TR IN OUTLOT 14 DESC 2020 34.72

AS: COM AT SW COR OF OUTLOT 13; SELY ALG S LN OF SD O L 13 80' TO POB; CONTN
SELY ALG SD S LN 422.50'; SWLY 240.90'; NWLY 422.50'; NELY 240.90' TO POB

DEANNA DYBEDOCK FULLER

SD O L 145.89' TO POB

20-0151-000 CO AUD PLAT LUVERNE OUTLOTS 11-102-45 TR IN OUTLOT 13 DESC 2020 69.44
AS: COM ATPTONW LN OFSD O L 1395'S FROM NW COR; E=N LN OFSD O L 137.5';
S =CEDARST 145.89' TOSLNOFSDO L; WON S LN OF SDO L 137.5"; NON W LN OF

DEANNA DYBEDOCK FULLER

20-0152-000 CO AUD PLAT LUVERNE OUTLOTS 11-102-45 TR IN OUTLOT 13 DESC AS: 2020 34.72
COM AT PTON N LN OF SDO L 13 331.5' E OF NW COR; S = CEDAR ST 95'; E=N LN
OF SDOL161'; N=CEDARST 95'; WON N LN OF SDO L161' TO POB

BRIDGET L CONNELL 20-0304-000 BARCK, ADAMS & HOWE'S ADDITION S 63' OF LOT 2 BLOCK 8 2020 1,044.00
ERIC J FOUNTAIN & 20-0540-000 CRAWFORD'S ADDITION LOT 8 2020 824.60
GAYLE C FOUNTAIN
DOUGLAS DEAN LAFRENZ 20-0722-000 CHARLES O HAWES' ADDITION LOT 5 BLOCK 3 2020 554.50
CORRINE COLVIN 20-0979-000 P J KNISS ADDITION S 152' OF LOT 4 BLOCK 4 2020 2,645.23
SARA MISTEREK 20-1000-000 P J KNISS ADDITION S 93' OF W 1/2 OF 9 & W 74' OF LOT 14 BLOCK 5 2020 1,707.79
JENNIFER K BUTLER 20-1487-200 VAN EPS AND VARY'S ADDITION N 10' & S 60' OF LOT 2 BLOCK 28 2020 8.68
ROSALIA BAUMGARD 20-1611-000 WARREN AND KNISS' ADDITION LOT 5 BLOCK 10 2020 591.75
YVETTE YAN JIANG 20-1633-000 WARREN AND KNISS' ADDITION LOT 4 & W 10' OF LOT 5 BLOCK 11 2020 410.70
JANNA & CHRISTOPHER THIELSEN 20-1660-000 WARREN AND KNISS' ADDITION LOT 3 BLOCK 13 2020 453.53
DEVIN D MC GUIRE 20-1663-000 WARREN AND KNISS' ADDITION N 86' OF LOT 6 BLOCK 13 2020 349.37
SARP LLC 20-1852-000 TR IN NW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT NW COR OF SEC 14; S ALG 2020 30,399.75

W LN OF SD SEC 322.63'; SELY 357.47' TO ELY R/W LN OF CSTPM&O R/W; NWLY ALG

SD WLY R/W LN 317.39' TO N LN OF SD SEC; NWLY ON SD N LN 322.43' TO POB EXC A

0.56 A TR DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SEC 16; SELY ALG N LN OF NW 1/4 263' TO

POB; CONT SELY 59.12' TO E R/W LN OF ABND RR; SELY ON SD E R/W LN 317.69";

WLY 94.41'; NWLY 316.97'; TO POB 1.35 ACRES
SARP LLC 20-1941-000 SATER'S CREEK ADDITION BLOCK 6 2020 14,458.50

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ROCK

Ashley Kurtz, being duly sworn, deposes, and says that she is the Auditor-Treasurer of the county of Rock; that she has examined the forego-

ing list, and knows the contents thereof; and that the same is true and correct.

(Official Seal)

/s/ Ashley Kurtz, Auditor-Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of February, 2020.
(Notary Seal)

Notary Public, Nobles County, Minnesota

(04-01)

City of Luverne seeks
airport box hangar bids
by April 29

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Owner: City of Luverne, Minnesota
Owner's Address: 305 East Luverne Street
Luverne, MN 56156
Project: Airport Box Hangar

Luverne Municipal Airport

Sealed BIDS for the construction of the Airport Box Hangar at the Luverne
Municipal Airport will be received by the City of Luverne at the Luverne City Offices at
305 East Luverne Street, PO Box 659, Luverne, MN 56156 before 2:00 PM on April
29, 2021, and then at said office publicly opened and read aloud. Bids will be acted
upon by the Owner at a later time.  The Project shall consist of the following work:

Airport Box Hangar Building System

Pavement Removal

Asphalt Pavement

PCC Valley Gutter

Erosion Control

The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following locations:

City of Luverne DGR Engineering
305 East Luverne Street 2909 East 57th Street, Ste 101
Luverne, MN 56156 Sioux Falls, SD 57108

The Contractor and all subcontractors shall submit to the Owner a signed
statement verifying compliance with each of the criteria described in the State of
Minnesota “Responsible Contractor” law as codified in Minnesota Statute section
16C.285. See the Instructions to Bidders for more details.

Complete digital project bidding documents are available at www.questcdn.
com. You may download the digital plan documents for $20.00 by inputting Quest
project #7616116 on the website's Project Search page. Please contact QuestCDN.
com at 952-233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership
registration, downloading, and working with this digital project information. An
optional paper set of the proposal forms and specifications for individual use may
be obtained from the office of the Engineer, DGR Engineering, 2909 East 57th

Street, Ste 101, Sioux Falls, SD 57108, telephone 605-339-4157, Fax 605-339-

4175, e-mail: dgr@dgr.com, upon payment of $100.00, none of which is refundable.
All proposals shall be made on forms provided by the Engineer.
Each bid must be accompanied by bid security payable to the Owner for ten percent
(10%) ofthe total bid as a certified orbank check or Bid Bond. As soonasthebid prices have
been compared, the Owner will return the bond of all except the three lowest, responsive,

responsible bidders for each Schedule. The bonds of the two remaining unsuccessful bid-

derswillbe retained until the earlier of seven days after the Effective Date of the Agreement
or30days afterthe Bid opening. The bond of the successful bidder will be retained untilthe
contractand surety bond have been executed and approved, afterwhich itwillbe returned.

All proposals shall be made on forms provided by the Engineer.

With submittal of a Bid, the Contractor represents that he has visited the site,
familiarized himself with the local conditions under which the work is to be performed,
and correlated his observations with the requirements of the Contract Documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids or to accept any
bid. Contractor's Proposals shall hold firm for ninety (90) days from the date of
opening. Mutually agreed upon extensions of time may be made, if necessary.

OWNER'S NAME
By /s/ John Call
City Administrator
(04-01)

Momadic
assumes name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333

The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.

ASSUMED NAME: Momadic

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:

116 SE Park St., Luverne, MN 56156 USA

NAMEHOLDER(S):

Name: A-1 Jet, LLC

Address: 116 SE Park St., Luverne, MN 56156 USA

If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, |, the undersigned, certify that | am signing this document as
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or
in both capacities. | further certify that | have completed all required fields, and that the
information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. | understand that by signing this document | am subject
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if | had signed this document
under oath.

Signature : /s/ Scott Viessman, Gen Partner

CONTACT PERSON: Scott Viessman

MAILING ADDRESS: None provided

EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: tricia@a1jet.com

(04-01, 04-08)

Leuthold Salon property tax
abatement hearing April 6

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF COUNTY OF ROCK FORTAX ABATEMENT FOR
Kelly and Tammie Leuthold dba Leuthold Salon
NOTICE ISHEREBY GIVEN, That the Rock County Board of Commissioners will
conducta public hearingonat9:00 A.M.on April 06,2021, at Herreid Board meeting room
in the Annex of the Rock County Courthouse located at 204 E. Brown Street; Luverne,
Minnesota to consider the request from Kelly and Tammie Leuthold dba Leuthold Salon
for the abatement of certain real property located in Martin Township and described as
follows, to wit:
A2.06 acresintract 3 of the S 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of Section 34 in Martin Township
For abatement of real estate taxes for a period of up to ten years pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes §469.1813. That the estimated amount of the abatement, on annual basis, for
the County of Rock is:
100% for 10yrs: $565.00/per
Total abatement - $5,650
All persons desiring to be heard should appear at the hearing or present written
comments to be presented at the hearing by delivering the same to the Rock County
Administrator at 204 E. Brown Street; Luverne, Minnesota.
COUNTY OF ROCK
/s/: Kyle Oldre,
County Administrator
(04-01)

H-BC School Board
meets March 9

Hills-Beaver Creek Dist. 671
Minutes
March 9, 2021

The Hills-Beaver Creek School Board met for its semi-monthly meeting at
7:05pm in the H-BC Secondary School Media Center/via Zoom Mtg for Guest
attendees — based on MN Statute 13D.021.

Board members present were Bosch, Gehrke, Harnack, Knobloch, LaRock,
Rauk, and Rozeboom. Superintendent Holthaus, Principal Kellenberger, and
Business Manager Rozeboom were also in attendance.

Motion by LaRock, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve the agenda.

No Visitors

PATRIOT PRIDE:

-Mazzi Moore and Blake Leenderts Math Counts

-School Board Recognition Week--2/22-2/26

-National FFA Week 2/20-2/27

-Celebrate Public Schools Week 2/20-2/26

-Successful Jr. High Basketball Seasons Completion
-SamanthaMoser,Hannah Fick, CarterHartz, and Food Science Team State
FFA Convention Competition

-Taryn Rauk scored 1,000 career points in basketball.

-6th Grade History Day Event

BOARD COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS:

Building Grounds meetings 2/11 and 2/22, Personnel/Finance 2/24, Staff
Development 3/3

Motion by LaRock, second by Harnack, and carried to approve Consent Agenda:

6.1. Minutes—02/08/2021

6.2. Bills and Imprest

6.3. Spring coaching assignments: Golf—Dan Ellingson, Caleb Ellingson as
Volunteer Assistant Golf Coach, Track—Rex Metzger--Head Coach, Dalton
Bass--Assistant Coach, Darin DeBoer--Junior High Coach

6.4. Reinhart Food Service Agreement for the 2021-2022 School year.

6.5. The SW/WC Contract for Services for the 2021-2022 school year.

6.6. The 2021-2022 School Calendar

6.7. Halden Van Wyhe’s Resignation as Volleyball Assistant Coach effective
immediately

DISTRICT NON-ACTION ITEMS:

«Secondary Principal Report

«Superintendent/Elementary Principal Report

+Legislative Update
AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
DATES TO REMEMBER:

-Regular Board Meeting, Monday, March 22, 2021

-Regular Board Meeting, April 12, 2021

Meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.

Tamara Rauk, Clerk
(04-01)

ISD #2184 School Board
meets Feb. 25

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2184,
ROCK COUNTY, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA.

A regular meeting of the Board of Education, ISD #2184, was held in the
District Office and also via Zoom on February 25, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Katie Baustian, Jodi Bosch, Eric Hart-
man, Tim Jarchow, Reva Sehr, Jeff Stratton and David Wrigg. Also present: Craig
Oftedahl, Marlene Mann, Ryan Johnson, Jason Phelps, Stacy Gillette, Wade Hiller,
Becky Rahm, Amy Sahly, Angie Janiszeski, Lloyd Hemme, Rachel Stuckey and
Mike Weich with NextEra Energy, and Mavis Fodness — Rock County Star Herald.

Chairperson Eric Hartman called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Al-
legiance. It was noted there is an addendum to the agenda. Motion made by Bosch,
second by Sehr, to approve the agenda with addendum. Motion unanimously carried.

Rachel Stuckey and Mike Weich with NextEra Energy presented information
on their wind energy projects within Rock County.

Technology Coordinator Wade Hiller reviewed a draft of the Digital Learning
Handbook with the School Board.

Administrative reports were given.

Motion made by Baustian, second by Jarchow, to approve the January 28,
2021, School Board minutes as presented. Motion unanimously carried.

Motion made by Sehr, second by Stratton, to accept the following donations:

KAHR Foundation - $5,000 for Family U Early Childhood

CLC Sports Dollar General - $33.33 for general donation

MN State Bar Association - $150 for Mock Trial

City of Luverne - $13,059.88 for live streaming equipment and expenses
Rock County - $20,000 Covid funding for full-time substitute teacher
Sanford Health - $10,000 for weight room equipment

NextEra Energy - $1,000 for the Robotics Team supplies

Caseys - $17.40 general donation

ICS Builds - $250.00 for Robotics Team supplies

Motion unanimously carried.

Superintendent Oftedahl reviewed the building project meeting held today.
They are looking at the end of June for final completion.

Business Manager Marlene Mann reviewed the District Bills in the amount
of $1,494,687.64; building project bills in the amount of $786,597.04; and Student
Activity bills in the amount of $4,533.41. Motion made by Bosch, second by Stratton,
to accept the listing of bills as presented. Motion unanimously carried.

Motion made by Sehr, second by Bosch, to receive the Student Activity Report
showing the balances as of January 31, 2021. Motion unanimously carried.

Discussion was held regarding the 2021-2022 School Calendar Motion made
by Stratton, second by Sehr, to accept the Hybrid A Calendar as presented with
school opening on September 7 and closing on May 27. There will be 168 student
contact days. The teacher work day will be from 7:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Motion
unanimously carried.

Motion made by Jarchow, second by Stratton, to approve the revision of Policy
809 - Covid-19 Face Covering Policy with the minor changes as recommended by
the MN School Board Association. Motion unanimously carried.

Motion made by Baustian, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Lucas
Larson as head boys tennis coach. Motion unanimously carried.

Motion made by Jarchow, second by Baustian, to approve the hiring of Tara
Sudenga as b-squad softball coach. Motion unanimously carried.

Motion made by Wrigg, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Stephanie
Roozenboom as assistant track coach. Motion unanimously carried.

Motion made by Sehr, second by Jarchow, to approve a medical leave of
absence for Jennifer Radtke, Special Education teacher, beginning February 24,
2021 for approximately 4-6 weeks. Motion unanimously carried.

Motion made by Baustian, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Vicky
Henderson as long-term substitute teacher for Jennifer Radtke. Motion unanimously
carried.

Motion made by Baustian, second by Wrigg, to accept the resignation of Staci
Bundesen, Elementary Administrative Assistant effective March 31, 2021. Motion
unanimously carried.

It was noted to the School Board that Seana Graber is planning a High School
Choir trip to New York City for June 2022. Final plans will be presented at a later
meeting.

Committee reports were given.

Motion made by Bosch, second by Jarchow, to adjourn the meeting. Motion
unanimously carried.

Dated: February 25, 2021

Reva Sehr, Clerk
(04-01)

Read the Public Notices online

www.star-herald.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Rock County Rural Water
seeks bids by April 7

FILTER MEDIA REPLACEMENT ROCK COUNTY RURAL WATER
LUVERNE, MINNESOTA
SECTION 00010

Notice is hereby given that the Rock County Rural Water will re-
ceive sealed bids for the construction of a media filter replacement project
located near Luverne, Minnesota. The project consists of the following:

*Removal and disposal of existing filter media and air backwash piping for 3

existing pressure filter systems;

«Existing filters were supplied by General Filters from Ames, lowa (order number

02-1301);

«Furnish and install new filter media, piping and air wash per specification;

The Bids must be prepared on bid forms supplied in the Bidding Documents
and submitted at the Rock County Courthouse, 204 East Brown Street, Luverne,
Minnesota 56156-0745 not later than 2:00 P.M., Local Time April 7, 2021, at which
time and place all Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in the presence
of the Bidders and their representatives. Bids that will be mailed ahead of time
shall be mailed to the following address P.O. Box 507, Luverne, MN 56156. No
bids will be received after the specified hour and date, and Bids which are not
prepared and filed in accordance with “Instructions to Bidders” may be rejected.

Each Bid must be submitted in a sealed envelope. Each sealed envelope
containing a Bid must be plainly marked on the outside as Rock County Rural
Water - Filter Media Replacement. The envelope should also bear on the outside
the name and address of the Bidder. If forwarded by mail or other delivery system,
the sealed envelope containing the Bid must be sealed in another envelope, with
the notation “Bid Enclosed” on the face thereof, and addressed to the Rock County
Courthouse, P.O. Box 507, 204 East Brown Street, Luverne, Minnesota 56156.

Bidding Documents may be examined at the offices of Banner Associates, Inc. in
Brookings, SD. Acomplete setof paper Bidding Documents will be provided upon request.

The Bidder to whom the contract is awarded will be required to fur-nish a
construction per-form-ance bond and a construction payment bond to the Owner
in the amount of one hundred per-cent (100%) of the contract award for each bond,
in con-form-ance with the requirements of the Contract Documents. The con-
struction per-form-ance bond and construction payment bond shall remain in full
force until the completion of the Con-tract as specified in the General Conditions.

Bids may not be withdrawn after the time fixed for opening them. The Owner
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, and to waive any ir-regularities therein.

BY ORDER of the Rock County Board of Commissioners.

Date March 8, 2021

By Rock County Board of Commissioners
(03-25, 04-01)

Notice of public hearing
for variance requests

Close Proximity Owners and Local Officials
of the Rock County Board of Adjustment

Notice is hereby given that the Rock County Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing on Monday, April 12, 2021, at the Rock County Law Enforcement Center,
1000 North Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, Minnesota, at 7:00 pm to act on the following
applications:

Eric Sas has requested a variance to permit the construction of farm shop to be
located no less than 95 feet from the centerline of the public right of way on the property
located at 2058 241st Street in Section 11 of Battle Plain Township, T104N, 44W, Rock
County, Minnesota. Said property is owned by Sas Holdings. The proposed structure
would encroach upon the required setback from the public right of way as allowed in
the Rock County Zoning Ordinance.

Daniel Fick has requested a variance to allow the placement of a feedlot to be
located less than one-half mile from an existing dwelling, with the feedlot to be located
in the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 section of Section 9 of Clinton Township, T101N, R45W,
Rock County, Minnesota. Said property is owned by Morris and Elizabeth Fick. The
proposed feedlot would encroach upon the required setback from the nearest dwelling/
residence as allowed in the Rock County Zoning Ordinance.

To help mitigate the risk to public health by following the recommendations from
the Department of Health and Human Services, along with Governor Walz’ statewide
response tothe COVID-19 outbreak, the total number of attendees present at the meeting
will be limited to 10 attendees as per the Governor's requirements AND all attendees
shall be required to wear face masks.

Ifyou wish to offer comments relative to the public hearings being held and do not
need to be present, we ask you to submit that those comments by 4:00 PM on Monday,
June 29. Comments can be submitted in writing to the Rock County Land Management
Office, located at 311 West Gabrielson Road, Suite 4, Luverne, Minnesota, or submitted
by e-mail to: eric.hartman@co.rock.mn.us

If you wish to actively participate in the public hearing process itself from an off-

site location, we are providing live access to the meeting through a teleconferencing
service. To access the meeting, dial the following phone number: (425)436-6320 Then,
when prompted, enter the access code number: 108575

The properties described above are both zoned A-2, General Agriculture.

Dated: April 1, 2021

By Order of the Rock County Board of Adjustment
Eric Hartman, Zoning Administrator

311 W. Gabrielson Road

Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-8862 (04-01,04-08)

City of Luverne adopts
Ordinance No. 16

ORDINANCE NO. 16, FOURTH SERIES

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CONVEYANCE OF REAL ESTATE
(BLOCK 1, TOWNE SQUARE FIRST ADDITION, AND LOT 2, 3, AND 4, BLOCK 3,
TOWNE SQUARE SECOND ADDITION, CITY OF LUVERNE,
ROCK COUNTY, MINNESQOTA)
THE CITY OF LUVERNE DOES HEREBY ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. Pursuant to City Charter, Section 12.05, the City Council is
authorized to sell or convey the following described real estate located in the
City of Luverne, County of Rock, State of Minnesota, described as follows, to-wit:

Block 1, Towne Square First Addition, City of Luverne, Rock County, Minnesota

And

Lot 2, 3, and 4, Block 3, Towne Square Second Addition, City of Luverne, Rock
County, Minnesota

To Town Square Development, LLC

SEC. 2. TheMayorand City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to exe-
cutesuchlegaldocumentsasarenecessarytoaccomplishthissaleandarefurtherauthorized
toexecute and deliver awarranty deed upon complete fulfillment of allterms and conditions.

SEC.3. Thisordinance takes full force and effectseven (7) days afterits publication.

(04-01)

Weichert, Realtors(r)
- The Agents assumes
name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333

The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.

ASSUMED NAME: Weichert, Realtors(r) - The Agents

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:

7505 S. Louise Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57108 USA

NAMEHOLDER(S):

Name: Meritus Group Real Estate LLC

Address: 7505 S. Louise Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57108 USA

If you submit an attachment, it will be incorporated into this document. If the
attachment conflicts with the information specifically set forth in this document, this
document supersedes the data referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, |, the undersigned, certify that | am signing this document as the
person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature would
be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf, or in both
capacities. | further certify that | have completed all required fields, and that the information
in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the applicable chapter of Min-
nesota Statutes. | understand that by signing this document | am subject to the penalties
of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if | had signed this document under oath.

Signature : /s/ John Maurer, Owner

CONTACT PERSON: John Maurer

PHONE NUMBER: 605-521-1183

MAILING ADDRESS: 7505 S. Louise Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57108

EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: choosetheagent@gmail.com

(03-25, 04-01)

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT | |  EMPLOYMENT |

| EMPLOYMENT | |  EMPLOYMENT |

|  EMPLOYMENT |

Every day, independent family farms across the country rely on Pipestone
Veterinary Services for products to care for their livestock and assist in
providing a wholesome food source to help feed the growing world. We
strive to provide and ship solutions as quickly and most cost effectively
as possible. We are looking for an entrepreneurial individual to join our
fast paced team and help make us better as we continue our next phase
of growth.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS
* Pick, pack and ship supplies and animal health products
® Receive product accurately & timely
* Inventory counts & controls
¢ Understand/adherence to bio-security requirements

IDEAL CANDIDATE
e Highly motivated for professional growth
¢ Willing to work in a team setting
e Strong interpersonal communication
¢ Adapt well to change while working in a fast paced environment

See website for full job description & to apply online www.pipestone.com

.
PIPESTONE

Veterinary Services
WWW.PIPESTONE.COM

Place a
classified!

Call

283-2333

EMPLOYMENT |




Rall/continued from page 8A

been used to its maximum
potential. This is because
the burning season is so
short and there are very few
people qualified or confident
enough to use it.

The best prescribed
burn is one where the grass
is so green it will hardly
carry the fire. The greened-
up species are usually
undesirable, and by burning
late, you set that back and
help the desired grasses.

Later is usually better.

The downside to a
late burn is that any acres
enrolled in a Farm Bill
program like CRP cannot be
burned after May 15, as that
is considered the primary
nesting season.

If you only have one
burn to do, you can get
blown out, rained out or
help-deficient out and still
get done before May 15. If

you have 20 burns to
complete, you don’t have
the luxury of waiting for
the perfect conditions for
each burn.

You can’t wake up
one morning in April and
decide you want to do a
burn. Preparatory work for
these efforts is done in the
fall.

A tractor and a mower
are used to mow a path 15
feet wide, and the debris
is usually moved off to
the side. This allows the
grasses in the burn break
to green up early and act
as a fire break as the fire
won't easily cross these
areas. You will need a burn
permit, and in my county
these are free and last for
two years.

You have to call in
to the law enforcement
dispatch and let them know

when you ignite your fire.
That way, they won’t send
the fire department to the
scene when the neighbor
calls in with a smoke
sighting. When the fire is
extinguished, you call them
again to let them know you
are done.

One of the coolest sights
is watching a prescribed fire
that is protected all the way
around and burns into the
night without the need of
much oversight.

I did one last year
that ended at 1 a.m. and
looked like lava flows in the
darkness. The next time
you see a spring prescribed
fire or hear someone
complaining about them,
you can teach them the
science and biology behind
this practice. Controlled
fires can be wildlife’s best
friend.
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Save lives: Drive smart, slow down

By Troy Christianson
Minnesota State Patrol

Question: I'm con-
cerned aboutthehigh speeds
of drivers I'm seeing these
days, both in my city and on
the Interstate. What can I do
about it?

Answer: The Minnesota
State Patrol is extremely con-
cerned about the high rate
of speed troopers are seeing
throughout our state. In fact,
as of Feb. 25, troopers have
cited 132 drivers for speeds
of 100 mph or more this
year. That compares with 68
during the same time period
last year.

With the alarming num-
ber of speed-related traffic
incidents we’re seeing, the
Minnesota State Patrol is
teaming up with law enforce-
ment across the state with an
educational and enforcement

campaign aimed at motorists
who are driving dangerous
speeds. It’s part of a cam-
paign that the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety
Office of Traffic Safety is coor-
dinatingin collaboration with
the Minnesota departments
of Health and Transportation.
In addition to enforcement,
education and awareness
influence positive behaviors
as well. We're getting the
message out through social
media, media relations and
advertisingacross Minnesota.
Preliminary reports show
120 motorists died in speed-
related crashes in 2020, the
most since 2008 (125). The
395 traffic fatalities in 2020
(preliminary) are the most
in five years, with speed con-
tributing to 30 percent of all
fatalities last year.

Twenty people have

CLASSIFIEDS

already lost their lives this
yearinspeed-related crashes
in 2021 compared with 10
this time last year. Troop-
ers don’t want to meet you
on the side of the road for
dangerous driving behavior,
or worse, respond to a crash
with fatalities or serious
injuries that involve you or
yourloved ones. If you speed,
expect to be stopped.

If you are concerned
about a person speeding or
driving aggressively, find
a safe place to call 911 and
provide asmuchinformation
about the vehicle as possible.
Bydrivingsmart and slowing
down, we canall savelives on
Minnesota roads.

You can avoid a ticket

— and a crash — if you sim-
ply buckle up, drive at safe
speeds, pay attention and
always drive sober.

EMPLOYMENT |

EMPLOYMENT |

|  EMPLOYMENT |

| FOR SALE |

| RENTALS |

| MISCELLANEOUS |

0GO
20" OFF

ENDS 6/30

Call for details

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

THE FULL-SERVICE
REPLACEMENT DIVISION OF

Put on your TV-Ears’

...and hear TV with unmatched clarity

TVeEars Original™
/
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5929

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.
Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

TV-EARS

Volce Clarifylng TV Headset

Call 1-833-406-1748

M-F 6am—6pm PST

,,,,,,,

Help Wanted - Carpenter Need-
ed. Full-time, competitive wage
based on experience. Call for
more information. Mike 605-
553-6571, Luverne. (4.1-4.17)

Client Community Services,
Inc. is accepting applications
for caregivers in Luverne!
Caregivers to assist our con-
sumers with personal cares/
hygiene, program goals and
more. There is some respon-
sibility for medical needs. We
are seeking individuals who
are personable, reliable and
interested in making a differ-
ence in the lives of individuals
with physical and/or develop-
mental disabilities. Applicants
must be 18 or older to apply.
Block schedules include work-
ing every other weekend and
rotating holidays. To view
our current openings, please
visit our website, www.cli-
entcommunityservices.org or
call Brenda at the CCSI office
in Worthington at (507)376-
3171 ext. 2 (4.1-4.17)

For Sale: Lanscaping rock 1.5
and 3/4-inch rock. Also do
stump grinding. Call Wayne
Biever Construction at 507-
227-4521 or 507-283-4614.
Also have yard dirt. 715

SW Park Street, Luverne,
MN. (3.13-4.1)
Trees for Sale: Pipestone
County Pheasants Forever

- Black Hills Spruce, East-
ern Red Cedar trees. $3
each, sold in lots of 50; Bare
Root trees, 15-18”. Call 507-
227-6199. (3.27-4.1)

CARDS OF THANKS |

Our online auction was a suc-
cess! Thank you to all the bid-
ders, people and businesses
that donated items and busi-
nesses that graciously adjusted
expiration dates on gift cards.
Special thanks to the Star Her-
ald for helping with advertising.
We appreciate your support!
Luverne Music Boosters
(4.1-4.8)

MCAN

For Rent:  Two-bedroom
house now available for rent
with stove and refrigerator
furnished. No smoking; no
pets. Call 507-283-4095 or
507-290-1948. (tc)

For Rent in Luverne: Two-bed-
room apartment with central
air, on-site laundry, includes
water, heat and one-stall ga-
rage. No smoking and no pets.
507-920-0406. (3.20-4.8)

RECYCLE!

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day,  507-359-7326. (tc)

Tntorested in

&M/M&W
Call
Rick or Chantel

to advertise
in the Announcer

283-2333

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network 2%

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash
in exchange. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WANTED 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not, no title okay! Get cash
and make some room! Always pay-
ing more! Call Mike at 320/420-7675

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

CDL CLASS A
Tanker Truck Driver. Annual
compensation exceeds $80,000.00,
home weekends, benefits like
no other. We haul our products!
Contact Tony 608/935-0915 Ext 16

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

PROTECT YOUR YIELD
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed
Treatment. Cost-effective. Proven results.
HeadsUpST.com/plant21 or 866/368-9306

DBPROSE.COM
Prose, A prayer and a poem. Good reads,
unique gifts. Home to “A Baby’s Prayer”
and “A Minnesota Poem”. Check it out.

HEARING AIDS!!
Buy one/get one free! Nearly invisible,
fully rechargeable In-Ear Nano hear-
ing aids priced thousands less than com-
petitors! 45-day trial! Call: 833/373-0926

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

TIMESHARE
CANCELLATION EXPERTS
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now available! Get GotW3 with
lightning fast speeds, plus take your
service with you when you travel!
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

DISH NETWORK $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift
card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

AT&T WIRELESS
Two great new offers! Ask how to get
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer.
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

YOUR AD HERE!
One phone call & only $279
to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!!
1-800-279-2979

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

GENERAC

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

855-984-8982

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

GENERAC

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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Bluestem adds
‘smoking with
style’ to lineup

Chef Skyler Hoiland
is tackling a new
challenge with his
portable, wood-fired
smoker barbecue
grill. He’s been
experimenting with
recipes and looks
forward to sharing
new entrees this
summer.

... Page 3B

Think you

want stone
countertops for
your kitchen
remodel?

Mark Top’s Mud
Creek Countertops
in Hills offers a
stone-look counter
resurfacing that has
the durability and
style of stone, but
not the expense.

... Page 5B

Perennials are
low-maintenance
but not ‘one and
done’ options for
landscaping

Luverne
horticulturalist
George Bonnema
weighs in on options
for growing the
most color for the
least amount of
maintenance.

... Page 8B

Metal art
sculptures tell
ag story in local
food forest

Local artists created
metal scupltures
using vintage farm
tools. They’re on
display in Prairie Ally.

... Page 9B

Photographs
and text by
Mavis Fodness

E, LAWN

“It was time for the tree to
come down and begin a second

life as a table.”

— Ryan Bullerman, Hardwick

Bully’s Big Wood Mill

The Lucas Mill used by Ryan Bullerman saws wood logs horizontally of any length but can only safely saw logs 6-feet in height.

Bullerman’s hobby allows others to
preserve family history through wood

rom his machine
shed west of
Hardwick, Ryan

Bullerman is turning trees
into workable slabs of
wood.

Three years ago
Bullerman purchased a
Lucas slabbing mill, which
allows him to cut trunks
as thick as 6 feet wide
into 3-inch-thick wood
planks to become tables,
countertops, decorative
walls or china cabinets in
people’s homes.

“The thing we are
finding out is more and
more people want to try
a lot of this stuff on their
own— and have the tools
to put it together — but
are not able to get it into a
form they need,” he said.

“It is a good
release at the end
of the day — to
go out there
and cut and not
worry about
anything.

I can clear my
head. ... Finding
different niches
I can do makes
me happy.”

- Ryan Bullerman,
Bully’s Big Wood

Richard Gergen of Pipestone is one person with the
skills but no means to render a tree into workable form.

Recently, with Bullerman’s help, he turned the
mature walnut tree into a table. A squirrel planted a nut
that formed the tree in his yard for 36 years.

“It was time for (the tree) to come down and begin a

second life as a table,” he said.

Many of the trees Bullerman receives were destined
to be burned but are instead finding a second life

through his new hobby.

“It is different — I think that’s what drew me to it.
Not everybody is doing it,” he said. “The machinery that
it takes is pretty simple. It just takes time to figure it

”»

‘Bully’s Big Wood’ Wood Mill/continued on page 2B

Ryan Bullerman shows samples of tabletops he milled and refinished
in his machine shed west of Hardwick. More recently his hobby, Bully’s
Big Wood Wood Mill, has evolved into milling slabs for others to refinish.



Page 2B Rock County Star Herald

Home, Lawn & Garden 2021
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Logs piled up outside Ryan Bullerman’s machine shed wait to be milled and repurposed into countertop slabs.

April 1,2021

‘Bully’s Big Wood’ Wood Mill gives old trees new life as table tops and more/continued from 1B

The tree removal and the
preparation of the logs remind
Bullerman of his youth when
he and his dad, Bob, prepared
firewood as a heat source of
the family home and separate
workshop.

“I think about all the trees
we burned in the wood burner,”
he said, thinking of nice wood
products lost to make heat.

Today he makes trades with
his dad for more appropriate trees
to burn, in exchange for trees that
would be better repurposed.

“When I'look at a tree now I
can get a good idea of what it is,”
he said.

Dozens of logs line the outside
of Bullerman’s machine shed
waiting to be cut into usable slabs.
Bullerman saved many of the logs
from a different fate.

“I would say 99 percent of
these trees were going to be
pushed down into a hole and
burned,” he said.

Bullerman charges $1 per
board foot to cut a tree into usable
slabs. There is an extra charge if
nails or other objects inside the
trunk damage the saw’s cutting
chain.

One recent log held an
unusual surprise when Bullerman
was cutting slabs and cut a golf
ball in half.

“I actually hit the thing dead
center, half on each side.”

He estimates 20 or 30 years
of growth surrounded the golf ball,
and it couldn’t be seen from the
outside of the log.

\%

& . Construction

N

Pictured above, walls inside of Ryan Bullerman’s office are
constructed of cedar that he milled.

Inthe photograph atright, plastic wedges are driven between
the slab and the log to prevent the mill’s cutting chain from
binding as it moves through the log.

Another log Bullerman
placed in the mill was partially
rotted, which created an unusual
hole in the log’s center.

“When I first cut this one I
didn’t see it right away — I cut it,
slid it off and put it on the floor
and asked ‘Does that look like
the Statue of Liberty?”” he said.

Those watching agreed, and
the unique slab is stored in
Bullerman’s garage waiting for
repurposing.

No tree goes to waste at
Bullerman’s mill.

“When I first started in the
business, I am not sure I would
have cut a tree like that. I would
have been like ‘The middle of the
tree is gone’ as well as a whole
slab.”

Advice from others has helped
Bullerman find a niche.

Justin Kerkhove-Brandt
operates Banking Barns in
Hills and Steve Winters has a

woodworking shop and wood-
drying kiln in Ocheyedan.

“What’s so neat is all these
people in this area being able
to put stuff together like this,”
he said. “There is just room for
everybody.”

Bullerman discovered he
likes cutting large tree trunks
into something usable.

“A lot of guys who have
mills and are hobbyists
have (a mill) they can cut

dimensionally,” Bullerman said.
“They can only cut 2-by-4s.”

From his first slab cut,
Bullerman made a 3-foot by 9.5-
foot dining room table from a
single log.

The Lucas slabbing mill,
which costs upwards of $15,000,
is similar to a chain saw and uses
a long, sharpened chain to cut
through logs horizontally.

Bully’s Big Wood/see page 7B

TOM WALKER
BRYCE NIESSINK

¢ Demolition

¢ Road Grading

¢ Dirt & Gravel, Rock
e Excavation

e Dozer Work

e Trucking

507-283-3999

Free Estimates

Web - w-and-n-construction.com
email - wnconst@hotmail.com
1275 101st St. Luverne, MN 5156
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Bluestem Gatering adds ‘smoking with style’
to ‘convenience with style’ in Luverne

Portable smoker barbecue grill expands menu options for local business on site and on the go

By Lori Sorenson

Spring in Luverne will bring the debut of
Chef Skyler Hoiland’s portable smoker bar-
becue grill at Bluestem Catering in Luverne.

He had it custom-built last year by Ken-
tucky manufacturer Sling ‘N Steel Custom
Smokers.

“They had one I liked,” Hoiland said. “But
I wanted them to add a few things.”

His customizations include a long list of
well-thought-out specifications.

They include a 72-inch grill, a 60-inch
smoker, a 3-by-3-foot firebox and wood stor-
age, a black stone flat top (cast iron), a turkey
fryer on the end to deep fry food, and the
whole works resting on a 6-foot-long appara-
tus with car tires.

“I had specific sizes I wanted,” Hoiland
said. “I know I can fit 75 ribeyes on a 72-inch
grill. ... And the black stone flat top I'll use
for O’ Brian potatoes and hash browns, and I
can do Phillies with onions and peppers.”

It took 12 weeks to build the contraption,
and over Labor Day 2020, Hoiland made the
24-hour round trip to Whitesville, Kentucky,
to pick it up.

Within days, he had it set up at his East
Main Street Bluestem Catering business to
try it out.

“I did everything from chicken drummies
to full-on pork butts,” Hoiland said.

“I got in a solid month of practice, so I got
a pretty good grasp of stuff.”

He said the most challenging entree was

a brisket.

“It’s one of those things people love, but Skyler Hoiland customized the portable smoker
it takes time to perfect,” Hoiland said. “You barbecue grill that he bought from Sling ‘N Steel
can’t cook it too hot or too fast, or smoke it Custom Smokers in Whitesville, Kentucky, over
too long or too slow. That’s the challenge that Labor Day weekend 2020. Customizations include
Ilove.” a 72-inch grill, a 60-inch smoker, a 3-by-3-foot

It’s the challenge, in fact, that prompted firebox (pictured at right) and wood storage, a

him to seek out a wood smoker, which burns
cut wood, not wood pellets.
“I wanted the challenge of a wood fire
— not pellet feed, no temperature controls —
nothing but wood on the smoker,” Hoiland

black stone flat top (cast iron), a turkey fryer on
the end to deep fry food and road-worthy car tires.

“It takes 2 to 2 1/2 hours to get a

said.

“I enjoy something that holds me ac- bed Ofcoals gOing . ... You want
countable. ... I have to tend to the fire, I have .
to be there, I have to nurture and do differ- to use hardwoods. ASh Isg OOd
ent things to make sure it’s at 225 or 250 for getting the coals started

depending on what I'm cooking. That kind of
pressure is what I wanted.” to keep the temp erature

During the practice month last Septem- constant, and then I feed it with
ber, he said he experimented with different 2
types of wood in the smoker. app le’ Cherry or walnut.

“You want to use hardwoods,” Hoiland
said. “You want clean white smoke when .
you're cooking food. Others, like pine, burn o Chef Sky ler H Olland’ B lueStem
black and it affects the flavor.”

He’s also learning how to set the right

heating elements for cooking. more wood is required to heat the grill. “I have not smoked a lot, but my experience in culinary
“It takes 2 to 2 1/2 hours to get a bed of All of these variables add to the challenge of led me to this new challenge.”

coals going,” Hoiland said. “Ash is good for wood fire smoking, but that’s what Hoiland was His Bluestem Restaurant, which closed amid the pan-

getting the coals started to keep the tempera- looking for. demic, featured his popular homemade pasta and French-

ture constant, and then I feed it with apple, “I want to be able to master the challenge of style desserts.

cherry or walnut.” something new,” said the LHS 2009 grad who Now, his Bluestem Catering kitchen includes a new line
Weather conditions affect the grill tem- trained at the prestigious Le Cordon Bleu College of

perature — the colder the outside air, the Culinary Arts in Minneapolis. Bluestem Catering portable smoker grill/see page 6B

Thank you
to the
advertisers
who helped
make our
Spring

Home, Lawn
& Garden
Issue
possible!
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University of Minnesota scientists discover attacking fungi
that show promise against emerald ash borer

Emerald Ashborer Quick facts:

Since its introduction, the emerald
ash borer (EAB) has become the most
devastating invasive forest insect in the
United States, killing hundreds of mil-
lions of ash trees at a cost of hundreds of
millions of dollars.

Now new research from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s Minnesota
Invasive Terrestrial Plants and Pests
Center (MITPPC) shows a possible path
forward in controlling the invasive pest
that threatens Minnesota’s nearly one
billion ash trees.

In a recent study published in Fun-
gal Biology, MITPPC researchers identi-
fied various fungi living in EAB-infested
trees — a critical first step in finding
fungi that may be harnessed to control
the spread of EAB and ultimately pre-
vent ash tree death.

“We discovered that several different
species of fungi attack EAB and other
insects, and they can now be further
tested for their potential for biocontrol,”
said Robert Blanchette, the study’s
project leader and professor in the Col-
lege of Food, Agricultural and Natural
Resource Sciences.

“This is a very important first step in
the search for a biocontrol for emerald
ash borer,” Blanchette said.

Larval EAB feed just beneath the
bark, leaving behind tunnel galleries

eEmerald ash borer is a quarantined
invasive species. Items that could
transport this insect may not be
moved without permission from the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture.

eThe emerald ash horer (EAB) is a
destructive insect pest of ash trees.

*EAB attacks all species of ash.

*Once an ash is attacked by EAB, it will be killed if it is not protected.
eAsh trees can be protected from EAB with available insecticides.

*EAB will move only about one half to one mile a year from infested sites.
But people can carry it hundreds of miles when transporting firewood and
other wood products or nursery stock.

eThe Minnesota Department of Agriculture monitors this invasive species.
Please report any EAB you spot at Arrest the Pest.

that can stretch up to 20 inches long.
Beneath the surface, fungi — some of
which may be capable of parasitizing
the EAB — may be carried by the larvae
as they develop, or may enter the tree
through the tunnel galleries. Some of
these fungi also seriously affect urban
trees, causing rapid wood decay which

result in hazardous tree situations.
From Rochester to Duluth, re-
searchers gathered samples where
ash is affected by EAB. Through DNA
sequencing, scientists identified fungal
isolates and revealed a diverse assem-
blage of fungi. This included entomo-
pathogenic fungi that attack insects, as

peps I 1801 FORMAN DR., PIPESTONE, MN

well as other fungi that cause cankers
— which help EAB kill trees — and
some that cause wood decay.

“Before now, we simply haven’t
been sure what fungi are associated
with EAB infestations in Minnesota.
This project identified those spe-
cies and, in doing so, opened up new
possibilities for managing one of our
state’s most devastating tree pests,”
said Ben Held, the study’s lead author
and researcher in the College of Food,
Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences.

As research continues, the scien-
tists will build on the work from this
study to determine if any of the fungi
can be used to kill the emerald ash
borer. Results will also be of value
in helping control the insect in other
parts of North America where EAB is
found.

“Ash trees are vitally important to
Minnesota,” said Rob Venette, MITP-
PC director. “They reduce air pollution,
storm water runoff, and cooling costs,
all while increasing property values in
local communities. It’s critical we work
to protect them from this invasive
pest.”

The research was funded through
the Minnesota Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Trust Fund.
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Mark Top’s home resurfacing business, Mud Creek
Countertops, is affordable alternative to real stone

By Mavis Fodness

The first customer for Mud
Creek Countertops in Hills was
the owner himself.

Mark Top said he watched a
Facebook video three years ago
of someone creating a custom
countertop design using paint
and epoxy.

He said he was immediately
intrigued and hooked on learning
the process.

“I thought I could do that and
I started messing around with it,”
he said.

Top resurfaced all the coun-
tertops in his Hills home — twice.

“The first time was OK, but I
didn’t like the colors and I didn’t
like how it turned out,” he said.

“Last spring — I was a nurse and
our hours got cut — I didn’t like
my countertops so I redid them.”

Now he’s recreating surfaces
in other people’s homes with the
look of marble, quartz or any
other epoxied design at a cost
that’s a third less than the real
materials.

Top charges $30 to $35 per
square foot for one of his surface
creations.

“I'm just a hair more expen-
sive than laminate because you're
getting a slightly better product,”
he said. “It is way less than stone.
Stone can run you $60 to $100-
$200 a square foot.”

In addition to kitchen coun-
tertops, any surface can get a new
look, Top said. Bathroom vani-
ties, backsplashes, shower walls,
bar tops and even sinks them-
selves can be given new life.

“I can do any color, any de-
sign,” he said. “Anything with a
flat surface I can do this.”

Since watching the video
that inspired the creation of Mud
Creek Countertops, Top experi-
mented with different brands of
epoxies and paints before settling
on products from Stonecoat
Countertops.

He said he likes how the
products are easy to use, have
less of a chemical smell and offer
support to users.

Longtime interest

Top’s interest in woodwork-
ing projects began as a student at
Hills-Beaver Creek High School,
where he received basic carpen-
try skills in the industrial arts
classes.

Top also worked for a former
local carpenter where he learned
about customers and customer
service.

“(I) found out pretty quickly
that people do not want to pay
for custom work. They would
rather drive to Sioux Falls to buy
something already completed,”
he said.

His business goals are to
offer affordable custom options
locally with a strong service ethic.

“I tell my customers ‘if I am
not happy with something, I
don’t let it out the door,”” he said.

Top is able to construct
new countertop surfaces out
of medium density fiberboard
by making a template from the
existing surface or he can use
his resurfacing technique on the
existing structures.

Mavis Fodness photo/0401 Home Tab 2021 Mud Creek Countertops

Mark Top leans on a new tabletop coated with clear epoxy, paint and metallic powders for a shiny, marble-like ap-
pearance. Top’s business, called Mud Creek Countertops, is located in Hills.

“I tell my customers
If I am not happy
with something,
Idon't let it

out the door.”

— Mark Top,
Mud Creek
Countertops

He prefers to complete
projects in the heated work-
shop constructed in the former
telephone repair office on East
Third Street in Hills.

He uses a portion of the
facility from his dad, Allan, who
occasionally helps out when
large projects need to be moved.

Each project begins with
Top painting a sample. “I rec-
ommend customers go online
and start looking at stone, send
it (the desired look) and I'll
make a sample,” he said.

Examining the picture, Top
studies the colors, design and
where the surface top will be
located. Then he gets to work.

Creative techniques

His favorite technique
is completing a “dirty pour,”
where clear epoxy and paint are
mixed into a quart container
and poured on the surface.

Patterns develop as the
mixture runs over the surface
edges and eventually dries.

Other surface designs
involve Top using his hand to
introduce the flowing appear-
ance in the surface.

He has also used a paint-
brush, spray paint, isopropyl or
metallic powders to add sparkle
or pops of color on the surface.

“The longer I work with it,
the more I learn,” Top said.

After the surface has
received the desired look, Top

Mud Creek/continued on 13B

Using clear epoxy, Mark Top can create one-of-a-kind sinks like this one with

tumbled stones (pictured above).

At left, samples of painted surfaces are stacked at Mud Creek Countertops.
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Chef Skyler Hoiland said briskets are among the most difficult meats to smoke.
“It’s one of those things people love, but it takes time to perfect,” Hoiland said.
“You can’t cook it too hot or too fast or smoke it too long or too slow. ... That’s

the challenge that I love.”

Atright, racks of smoked ribs come
off the portable grill during last
September’s smoking practice at
Bluestem Catering.

Hoiland said he hopes patrons will
be able to walk up to the grill this
summer and select their smoked
meat to enjoy along with some
potato salad and coleslaw from the
indoor coolers.

At far right, Hoiland tends to a grill
full of chicken drumsticks ont he
portable smoker grill last Septem-
berin the Bluestem Catering lot on
East Main Street.

Bluestem Catering portable grill adds ‘smoking with style’ to menu/continued from page 3B

of menu items, including smoked meat and new that you can’t get anywhere
that patrons can enjoy fresh off the grill else.”
onsite or prepared among other entrees The new cooking style is also
on the take-and-bake menu. prompting a new marketing cam-
“My hope is that people will be able paign.
to walk up to the grill and pick out what “The catering ‘grab and go’ busi-
they want, like a half rack of ribs, and ness has been about ‘convenience
then go inside and grab a little potato with style,” he said. “Maybe the grill
salad and coleslaw from the cooler,” will be about ‘smoking with style.”
Hoiland said. Meanwhile, he’ll take advantage
“They can sit down with it outside at of the first warm days of spring when
the catering business or take it to go.” they happen. “I'll be ready when the
Days and times for grill operation snow melts,” he said.
will be announced on the Bluestem The grill may travel to some
Catering Facebook page. of the 50-plus weddings and local
“I think the smoker will bring a events Bluestem is so far scheduled
new aspect to the catering business,” to cater this summer, including the
Hoiland said. “It’s something different Buffalo Days Cruise-In at the park.
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Mark’s
Plumbing Heating And AIC, LLC

Mark & Cinoy KurTz, OWNERS
608 W. Harring St., Luverne, MN

GO GREEN THIS SPRING

WE MAKE SURE YOUR GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER. Swing into your local C & B Operations to find the
John Deere lawn equipment, parts, tools and attachments you need for a successful spring season.

C & B OPERATIONS C & B OPERATIONS
csB 1480 KNISS AVE 1760 16TH STREET
OPERATIONS LUVERNE, MN EDGERTON, MN

JOHN DEERE ® (507) 283-4430 (507) 442-4951

VISIT US AT DEEREQUIPMENT.COM

“I wanted the challenge of a wood fire
— not pellet feed, no temperature controls
— nothing but wood on the smoker.

I enjoy something that holds me accountable.

... I have to tend to the fire, I have to be there, I have
to nurture and do different things to make sure it’s at
225 or 250 depending on what I'm cooking.
That kind of pressure is what I wanted.”

— Chef Skyler Hoiland, Luverne,
about cooking with a wood smoker

Call 507-283-2333 to
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Milled wood slabs stand ready for repurposing into something new.

Bully’s Big Wood/ from page 2B

Bullerman also added large
planers to smooth the slab
before it is taken to Ocheyedan
to be kiln-dried.

“Good drying is key in this,”
he said. “When it is dry, it is
stable.”

A slab is also lighter (as
much as a couple hundred
pounds) after it’s properly dried
for months in a kiln. A dry slab
is relatively straight, stable (no
curling and cupping) and ready
for finishing work.

While Bullerman can
create a finished product,
he’s comfortable leaving the
finishing work to professionals
like Kerkhove-Brandt and
Winters.

Bully’s Big Wood Wood
Mill will be just another hobby
Bullerman keeps himself busy
with.

“It is a good release at the
end of the day — to go out there
and cut and not worry about
anything. I can clear my head,”
he said. “Finding different
niches I can do makes me

happy.”

He’s co-owner of
VanBully’s Bar and Grill in
Iona, builds raised flower and
vegetable garden beds and,
with his wife, Brandee, buys
and sells houses. Each house
contains items from his slab-
cutting hobby, such as an eye-
catching counter, feature wall
or island.

“We put something different
into a flip house you don’t see
anywhere else,” he said.

Others are turning to
Bullerman and his slabbing
mill to preserve a little family
history.

He said he’s worked with
a couple of customers who
built a new home on their
grandparents’ farm, where
trees planted by the first
generation were removed to
make room for the larger house.

Bullerman made slabs that
were repurposed as counters,
tables or cabinets in the new
home.

“I like doing stuff like that,”

he said. “To keep stuff on the

Mavis Fodness photo/0401 Home Tab 2021 Bullys

farm.” Saw dust is discharged by the Lucus mill’s chain saw as Ryan Bullerman moves the saw through the log.

Mike & Dawn Van Den Top

113 W. Main Street (0]3:
Luverne, MN 56156 Tues - |
9a.m.-5p.

Office: 507-283-9206
Fax: 507-283-9206
Cell: 712-899-4800

manitoucarpets@gmail.com

Contact us for your flooring and
installation needs!

WE CARRY:
e Large selection of carpet e Wood ¢ Laminate
e Vinyl e Dura Ceramic e Luxury vinyl tile
e And more........

* Over 50,000 square feet of in-stock flooring

available for immediate delivery

* 25 years installation experience

* Factory direct carpet
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Hardy perennials offer great flowerbed options,
but most aren’t ‘one and done’ plants

By George Bonnema,
Luverne horticulturalist

In the realm of flower
gardening, we have three types
of plants: annuals, biennials,
and perennials.

Annual flowers bloom for
one season and that completes
their life cycle. These are plants
we mostly use in our planters
and pots.

Biennials grow a rosette of
leaves one year and bloom the
next year. An example would
be old-fashioned hollyhocks or
foxgloves.

Perennials are plants that
once planted, return year after
year. In this article, we’ll talk
about perennials.

People like the idea of
planting perennials because they
reason that they’ll plant it once
and they’re done. The planting it
once it true. The being done isn’t
true.

Some perennials multiply
very slowly and are happy
growing in the same spot for
years, actually not wanting to be
messed with.

An example here would be
peonies. They bloom in late
spring every year and at the end
of the season or the following
spring, you cut them off at
ground level and they do a repeat
performance.

Most perennials aren’t so
tolerant. This classification of
plants involves a herbaceous
crown or a rhizome or bulb that
gradually, and sometimes not so
gradually, spreads or divides.

Frequently, perennials are
used in the landscape where the
soil is covered with plastic or
fabric to prevent weeds and that
plastic or fabric is covered with
rock or other mulch.

A hole is cut in the plastic
or fabric and the perennial is
planted in that spot.

That’s good ... for a few years
and then it becomes a problem.
The size of the hole determines

Peonies are the best example of “one and done” perennials. They can be planted and counted on to return year

after year with very little care, compared with lillies or mums that need to be divided every several years.

how much space that perennial
plant crown gets to grow. It
eventually reaches the perimeter
and then what? It might start
spreading out above the plastic or
fabric and become invasive.

Or most often you will
notice a gradual decline in the
plant itself or the amount of
flowers it produces. That’s called

“complaining.”

The way to remedy the
problem is to dig the entire clump,
use your spade to chop the crown
into at least fourths and replant
just one fourth back in that spot.

You will probably have to add
soil to fill in for the mass that you
removed. Now you have three
more divisions to plant elsewhere,
to share or throw away. The best
time to do this dividing is late
summer or very early spring.

Grasses and daylilies are
hardy standbys but must be
divided every several years

Karl Foerster Feather Reed
Grass is a perennial that has
become a very popular landscape
choice in recent years. It is
tolerant of most sites and creates
a vertical line and color that gives
contrast to make a landscape
interesting.

This grass will definitely
complain if not divided every five
to six years. The center of the
clump dies as the outside edge
pushes outward until it can’t go
any further.

The center will not regrow
so the clump will keep getting
thinner with less vigor until it
eventually dies. For this grass,
even planted in an open area with
no mulch, it will benefit from

periodic dividing.

Stella D’Oro was the first
dwarf reblooming daylily
introduced years back. It still is
a winner in my book, but I think
is one of the most abused plants
in the landscape because people
plant it and from there on ignore
it.

I've seen those poor victims
trying their best to put out some
flowers, but they are so severely
overcrowded and root-bound that
they barely produce leaves.

They have great potential
if you just give them a little
attention by dividing every five or
six years. So much for the “being
done” I mentioned earlier.

Plant for year-round color
Every perennial has its time
to bloom. For some it’s a short

“The neat thing
about these plants
(perennials) is that

if you learn their
time to blossom,
you can have color
in your landscape
for the entire
growing season.
As one fades,
another takes cen-
ter stage and gives
a splash of color.”

George Bonnema,
Luverne
horticulturalist

burst of color, for others, the
bloom time can last for a couple
of months.

The neat thing about these
plants is that if you learn their
time to blossom, you can have
color in your landscape for the
entire growing season. As one
fades, another takes center stage
and gives a splash of color.

I plan my flower gardens
for color for the whole season.
Bleeding hearts, daffodils and
tulips start the display in spring
and that display is ongoing until
asters continue through our first
frosts.

The variety of perennials
available has increased
dramatically in the last 15 years.
New varieties give us better

Bonnema/continued on 12B

Office Hours:

Orv & Sons, Inc.
Plumbing ~ Heating ~ Cooling
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*Oxyblast-water treatment Product

*Lennox Furnaces & Air Conditioners

308 S. Broadway Street, Ellsworth, MN 56129
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*
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By Lori Sorenson

The Prairie Ally
Outdoor Center is
establishing a more visual
presence along North Blue
Mound Avenue in Luverne
with metal sculptures and
signage.

Started in 2017, the
local food forest grows
perennial edible plants
surrounded by four acres
for prairie restoration.

During the 2020
growing season, community
members harvested dozens
of bushels of produce to
consume and share.

They included
raspberries, grapes,
currants, gooseberries,
pears, plums, apples,
strawberries, annual
vegetables, and flowers that
double as medicinal plants.

Prairie Ally also grows
a variety of lesser-known
fruit and nut species that
are gaining popularity
again for their hardiness
and health benefits. They
include serviceberry,
elderberry, aronia berry,
honeyberry, hazelnut and
paw paw.

Recognizing value
in Luverne’s food
forest, AARP last year
awarded the project a
Community Challenge
Grant to purchase signage
and picnic tables and
commission local artists for
sculptural trellises.

Prairie Ally founder
Kim Rockman said the
pieces add visual impact to
the site.

“Each round picnic table
is placed within a garden
bed surrounded by berry
bushes and native flowers,
offering visitors a place of
peace and reprieve,” she
said.

Commissioned artwork
reflects farming history

The artists used pieces
of old farm equipment and
garden tools sourced from
citizens in the area.

One of the sculptures
created by Dean and Linda
Wenzel, has a dairy theme
with antique stanchions,
milk cans and a strainer.

The sculptural trellis
frame resembles a hip roof
or gambrel barn and a
note on the sign recognizes
contributions from David
and Patricia Swenson, Mike

Home, Lawn & Garden 2021

Challenge Grant adds metal sculptures to Prairie Ally
Local artists commissioned to create sculptures with farm tools to reflect community ag history

Rock County Star Herald Page 9B

One of the sculptures created by Dean and Linda Wenzel has a dairy theme with antique stanchions, milk cans and a strainer. The sculptural trellis frame
resembles a hip roof or gambrel barn. Top right, the collaboratively built corn sculpture will double as a trellis for pole beans. Above right, a large “Prairie Ally
Outdoor Center” sign marks the turn-in driveway at Luverne Street and Blue Mound Avenue by the parking lot.

Gehrke and the Stegemann
family.

“This fits nicely with the
land, which operated as the
Rock County Creamery in
the 1800s,” Rockman said
about the Prairie Ally site.

Lori Hallstrom,
a stained glass and
metalwork artist,
incorporated a variety of
objects into her creative
sculpture, and a third
sculpture collaboratively
pieces objects together to
represent corn.

“This is where we
hope to honor agricultural
history that goes back
beyond European
settlement,” Rockman said.

“The Dakota settled
in the prairie areas in
southern Minnesota. ...

They grew corn, beans
and squash, a planting
style known as The Three
Sisters.”

The corn sculpture will
double as a trellis for pole
beans.

Alarge “Prairie Ally
Outdoor Center” sign
marks the turn-in driveway

at Luverne Street and
Blue Mound Avenue by
the parking lot.

This spring,
landscape edging will
be installed along with
botanical signs to mark
most of the species
planted at the food
forest.

Honoring history,
while inspiring
regenerative farming
Rockman said the grant
and its resulting artwork
have helped increase
community awareness of the
food forest and its mission.
“This project will
literally and figuratively

create new space for
connection, reflection and
healing. Nature nourishes,
she said. “Nutrient dense,
regeneratively grown food
nourishes; connection to
community nourishes.”
She said at Prairie Ally

Prairie Ally art/see 14B
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Want to improve your local wood duck population?
Follow these tips for making a successful wood duck bird house

few weeks ago, when
temperatures were sub-
ero, I encouraged you to

build a wood duck box. I still have
the plans for these boxes; email me
at scottarall@gmail.com to request
one.

Today the temperatures are
reaching the mid 50s and soon
it will be time to make sure these
boxes are up and ready when the
ducks make their return trip back to
the Midwest.

Cavity nesting waterfowl are
really cool creatures. There are
many different ducks that nest in
either natural cavities in old dead
trees or in the man-made structures
we erect for them.

In our area the most common
ones are wood ducks and common
mergansers. It seems today that if
someone sees an old dead tree, the
first thing they want to do is cut it
down and burn it.

It is this mentality that has
reduced the number of suitable
natural nesting cavities for these
birds to use to a level not high
enough to support their healthy
populations.

A wood duck brings no nesting
material to the cavity. This is why it
is important for our structures to be
filled about one-third full of coarse
wood shavings. Sawdust is a big no-
no because when it gets wet, it takes
forever to dry out and in many cases
will get moldy.

You don’t want to fill the box all
the way to the top with this material
because if you do, the predators will
able to reach in the hole and catch
the nesting hen. She should be at
least 8 inches below the opening
when on the nest.

A wood duck, when ready, will
lay one egg and then leave the nest
for the day. She will return each
day for about 12 days, laying only
one egg per day. She will pluck
some down from her breast and
cover the eggs when she leaves.
Because waterfowl nest earlier than
other upland birds, it often freezes
overnight.

If she did not cover the eggs,

THE OUTDOORS

By Scott Rall,
Outdoors columnist

Tips for a successful
wood duck house:

Predators like raccoons
will find these boxes and
harass the hen until she
abandons the nest and
they can then reach in and
eat the eggs.

eInstall a predator
guard. This looks like a
big upside-down funnel
that the creatures cannot
navigate around.

*Set the box at a height
you can reach from the
ground — about 5 feet off
the ground.

*Remove all of the old
debris and install new
wood shavings. Wood
peckers, screech owls,
black birds and especially
wrens will fill these up with
junk. House wrens don’t
want anyone else nesting
near them.

they would in some cases freeze and
become unviable. She leaves the
nest each day until she is ready to
incubate the clutch.

Nature is a marvelous thing.
When the first egg hatches, the hen
will wait for approximately 24 hours
and then leave the structure with
whoever is capable of following her.

If she had stayed in the nest for
those first 12 days, while laying one
egg per day, the first egg would have
hatched before all the others and
she would leave with that duckling,
leaving the others that would hatch
one per day for the next 11 days to
perish.

By laying one egg per day and

leaving for the balance of each day,
all of the eggs then get incubated

for exactly the same amount of time
and will all hatch within the 24-hour
nature window. Even under great
conditions the number of ducks that
live to reach maturity is very small.

A 10-percent recruitment success
rate is considered super good. On
average about 4 percent of all eggs
laid will reach the age of a year.

In order to improve the success
rate for ducks using your nesting
boxes, it is vital to do several things.

The first is to try to never erect
a wood duck box by attaching it to a
tree. The predators like raccoons will
find these boxes and harass the hen

*Don’t attach it to a tree.

until she abandons the nest and they
can then reach in and eat the eggs.

The other is when you erect your
nesting box on a post, whether metal
or wood, always install a predator
guard. This looks like a big upside-
down funnel that the creatures cannot
navigate around.

Success in properly managed boxes
runs around 80 percent in the string or
structures I manage every year. Boxes
should be at a height you can reach
from the ground — about 5 feet off the
ground is more than enough.

The other important action for
success in nesting boxes is to make
sure that you remove all of the old
debris and install new wood shavings.
Wood peckers, screech owls, black
birds and especially house wrens will
fill these up with junk. House wrens
don’t want anyone else nesting near
them.

Email me for the plans and make
a few of these boxes for erection in the
next 3-4 weeks.

I can say that you will feel like
mama or papa nature person when you
see how successful you can be with this
fun and satisfying outdoor activity.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is a
habitat conservationist, avid hunting
and fishing enthusiast and is president
of Nobles County Pheasants Forever.
He can be reached at scottarall@
gmail.com. or on Twitter @habitat
champion.

FRANKEN
GONSTRUCTION

Travis Franken, Lic #20627458 & Insured
1332 181st, Luverne Call today for a
Cell: 507-920-8253 FREE ESTIMATE.

REMODELING  NEW ADDITIONS e SIDING
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GARAGE DOORS e CONCRETE
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!!!
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Bonnema: Perennials are hardy, but most aren’t ‘one and done’ flowerbed plants/from page 8B

disease resistance and
much longer bloom time.

The growers have made
container-grown perennials
available so planting can
happen anytime during
the growing season rather
than a frantic attempt to get
everything planted in the
spring.

As each perennial
finishes its bloom cycle, it
is good to cut off the spent
bloom stalks to prevent the
plant putting energy into
producing seeds.

This keeps the
landscape neat, prevents
unwanted seedlings, and for
some varieties, encourages
another crop of flowers.

Effects of cold and
heat on Zone 4 and 5
perennials

The winter determines
the survival rate. Cold
is not the only problem.
Alternating cold and warm
days as we transition from
winter to spring is actually
more of a problem.

This year was a prime
example: going from below
0 to almost 70 degrees in a
matter of a couple of days.

The snow cover is
what saved many of the
tender perennials. When
soil freezes, it expands, just
like water. Sometimes that
expansion tears the plant
roots loose in the frozen
ground.

As the ground thaws,
those roots reestablish and
the plant is good to go.

If not, the plant is dead.
That is where a snow cover
is a bonus. It insulates the
soil and the plants so those
temperature fluctuations
are moderated.

Many of the plants

around the crown of the
plant going into winter
and it rots.

New mum varieties
offer options

with more color and
additional hardiness

For mums particularly,
leaving the stems in place
going into winter gives
added protection.

They capture snow
right over the crown and
if you have ever noticed,
next season’s growth is
already visible in the fall.

Here is where
new varieties give
us confidence. The
University of Minnesota
introduced a series called
Mammoth.

They have proven
hardy in my garden.
Original colors were
lavender, coral, bronze
and yellow, and just
added three years ago was
white. They have lived up
to my expectations.

Bleeding hearts, daffodils and tulips start the display in spring and that display is ongoing until asters continue through our
first frosts. The neat thing about these plants is that if you learn their time to blossom, you can have color in your landscape
for the entire growing season. As one fades, another takes center stage and gives a splash of color.

“People like the idea of planting perenni-

als because they reason that they’ll plant

it once and they’re done. The planting it
once it true. The being done isn’t true.”

listed as hardy for Zone 5
could work in our Zone 4 if
it were not for that issue.

We might try “cheating’
a little by covering tender
plants with a layer of
mulch to guarantee that
insulation because we don’t
have a guarantee of snow ...
or we could just stick with
Zone 4 perennials.

1

Some perennials are
favorites of mine but are
considered “half hardy”
or short-lived. Gaillardia,
delphinium, and mums are
three that come to mind.
All three add excellent
color but never guarantee
reappearance.

Sometimes it is just an
issue of too much moisture

Also, here is an
example of a plant that
does great in the open
garden but not so much
in a landscape with fabric
and rock mulch.

The crown moves
quite a lot and demands
space to move, but not to
the point of becoming an
invasive nuisance.

Sun versus shade

Sunny areas offer
the most options for
perennials. Shade gardens
can be really pretty, but
challenging as often we
need to rely more on
contrast of foliage color
and texture.

There are perennials
that bloom in shade but
most often have a short
window of color. I use
Virginia Bluebells and
Old Fashioned Bleeding
Hearts for early color.

Astillbe would follow
but that is a plant that
demands continuous
moisture and our climate
doesn’t guarantee that.

Hosta, Japanese
Ferns, brunerra, and a
new introduction, Sun
King Aralia, all do well in
shade.

If you really want
to add flower color to a
shade area for the entire
summer, consider adding
a large container planted
with annual plants like
impatiens, begonias or
coleus.

The University of Minnesota “Mammoth” Chrysanthemum
collection includes a variety of colors to brighten flowerbeds
and yet remain hardy options. They are creatively named
“Bronze Daisy,” “White Daisy,” “Pink Daisy,” “Yellow Quill,
“Lavender Daisy,” “Red Daisy” and “Coral Daisy.”

* PC Hardware Sales
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& Security
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Hosting, Email

117 North Kniss Ave
507-449-6143
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Scott & Sean Heibult
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Mud Creek
Countertops/
from page 5B

seals the top with food-grade
matte finish epoxy.

“This is what I recommend
pretty much to everyone be-
cause it looks more natural and
this gives you 95-percent coat
against scratches,” he said.

The bottom of the resur-
faced project will receive a
moisture preventative, espe-
cially if the counter is near a
sink or a dishwasher.

“Sometimes I will do the
whole thing, especially if it’s a
young family with kids,” Top
said.

Currently Mud Creek
Countertops (named after the
creek located east of Hills) is a
hobby for Top.

Current orders will take a
couple of months to complete,
as work time on countertops is
limited to the weekends.

“If I get a stack of jobs con-
sistently, I am pretty sure I will
go full time,” he said.

Inquiries to Mud Creek
Countertops can be made on

Mud Creek Countertops can create
countertop edges that look like quar-
ried stone or edges that are smooth.

Owner Mark Top sands the paint drips
from the epoxy processes flat before
installation.

This (at right) bathroom vanity top has

the business’s Facebook page. a painted finish to look like granite.
Top regularly posts videos

and pictures of projects he is Pictured at far right, various metallic

currently completing so people powders are used to create a variety

can see samples of whathe can  of finishes at Mud Creek Countertops.

complete.
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Bill Korth
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Prairie Ally food forest has metal art created by local artists to reflect ag history/from page 9B

visitors can experience all of
that through the recreation,
education, food and habitat it
provides.

And with its Challenge
Grant award, the sculptural
pieces showcase community’s
agricultural history and
its current commitment to
sustainable farming.

“We hope to inspire the
next generation of growers
and land stewards who
have the opportunity to
build a more equitable and
regenerative food system,”
Rockman said.

“We believe this
project will build more and
more intergenerational
connections,” she said.

“We hope that people of The artists used pieces of old farm equipment and
all backgrounds and cultures  garden tools sourced from citizens in the area.
come together to share farm
and garden memories and
wisdom with one another

as they stop to stare at the “We hope to inspire the next
sculptures or sit and enjoy . d land
the space.” generation of growers and lan
Open daily, dawn to dusk,  stewards who have the opportunity

at 308 N Blue Mound Ave., to build a more equitable and
Prairie Ally posts harvest . '
updates on Facebook and regenerative food system.
Instagram throughout the
season. .

“Come for the beauty and — Kim Rockman, Luverne,

the bounty,” Rockman said. Prairie Al ly fOOd fO rest
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