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‘Tust Do It!

April 27, 2017

Completing home improvement projects is matter of motivation

“Just Do It” is not only the
trademark for athletic shoe
manufacturer Nike, it has also
become my motivating phrase
when it comes to completing
home improvement projects.

For years I have been fasci-
nated with woodworking and I
wished I had the courage three
decades ago to make cabinet-
making a profession.

operating a handsaw would
leave sore muscles for days and,
in most instances, an unfinished
project.

One of those recent projects
involves converting a bedroom
dresser into a changing table for
an infant.

Many online examples
show do-it-yourselfers slapping
anew coat of paint on a dresser

For weeks the project has
remained unfinished because I
wanted to do it and not have it
done by someone else. It’s for
my soon-to-be-born grand-
daughter and it would be neat
if her grandmother would “Just
Do It” ... Which I could, but
I would have to practice on
something first.

As the wife of an

no one wants furniture that big
anymore.

That’s when I decided the
entertainment center would be-
come the perfect practice item
for learning how to use a jigsaw.

That'’s right — a POWER
TOOL — that scary finger-eat-
ing saw but the perfect tool to
finish the changing table.

Attached to the shelf where

By Mavis Fodness Courage would have been and placing a foam pad on top. auctioneer there is the television would sit was a
the optimum word back then My experience with chang- curio cabinet.
since I have a big fear of power ing diapers on squirming babies 110 Shortage of new I could dismantle every-
topls‘. Thg real possibility of is that they will not stay on a household items thing around the curio except
missing fingers or togs comes to  foam pad very long. , around our acre age. the 7-foot-long top and bottom
mind when I even think of using In my conversion, I've . boards. Because these boards
one. removed the dresser top and the One such item was an were in one piece, they needed
Through the years if I top set of drawers. My idea is to extremely large and to be cut apart.
needed a piece of wood sawnin  leave a :chree-inch lip arognd the extremely he avy oak Sol cut them apart using a
half, I would ask someone else to  dresser’s top to fence the infant . powerful jigsaw.
doit. Or I would use a handsaw.  in place. ente;tammpnt center. The experience was a confi-
The practice has gotten me far Great idea but it involves With today’s flat screen dence builder and I now a have
since I haven’t run into a project ~ cutting a board for the fence. television sets measuringmore  , gmq] cabinet for the corner
that couldn’t be solved with a Because I want to match than the 40 inches, the enter- of the living room. Cutting
little help or some elbow grease.  the fence to the wave pattern on ~ talnment center has become through those boards was like
Now, however, age hasbe-  the dresser, I would need to use obsolete. Like most of today’s slicing through butter. It was
come a factor. power tools to get the pattern homeowners, my flatscreen TV ¢55y Tt was quick.
The repetitive motion of exactly right. is attached to thye wall. And opened a lot of doors
For weeks I've looked at to a passion that has lain dor-
e as " =0 ——— o - - the now TV—leSS entertainment mant for decades
i 1 L . < il Rt 3 B LT, o g A ; N .
¥ G~ iy N LN E Tt 1 S . Sl Ty SRV AT 1Y | center. Since it’s so large, resell- The secret to learning to
SN Ferris IS 3200Z PP WL ing the piece at auction would use power tools or starting any
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garner a few bucks at best and
most likely no bids at all since

home improvement project is to
“Just Do It

HOMEOWNERS

and

HOMEBUYERS

We have buyers for
2-3 bedroom homes
$50,000-$90,000 & $150,000-$200,000
If you are thinking about selling, call today!

LANDOWNERS

It's never too late or too early to think about
marketing your farm. Let’s visit about your farm
or the market in general.

SERVICE IS MORE THAN PART OF OUR NAME!

YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
are OUR BUSINESS

Jensen Management Service, Inc.

111 N. Cedar, PO Box 836, Luverne ¢ 507-283-2391

William (Bill) V. Weber, broker - 507-220-4803
William (Bill) J. Korth - 507-227-4958

Tamra (Tammy) Jo Makram - 507-227-7010
GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO SEE OUR LISTINGS

WWW.JMSI.NET
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Magnolia dealer offers green options for green care

Mavis Fodness photo/Home and Garden Eco Friendly
Preston Neese demonstrates the ease of operation of an EGO lawnmower recently outside
his small engine repair business in Magnolia. Neese added the line of eco-friendly lawn and
garden equipment to his existing business of gas-powered equipment this year.

Simply

Preston Power of Magnolia
offers eco-friendly alternatives
to gas-powered equipment

By Mavis Fodness

Summer evenings and weekend afternoons in
neighborhoods are often filled with the roar of gas
lawnmowers and the buzz of trimmers.

Along with the noise, exhaust fumes mingle the
air along with occasional exclamations of frustration
when the gas-powered equipment quits working.

] . Preston Neese,
“There is no Oll; owner of Preston Pow-

no gas and it’s a er of Maggolia, offers a
more environmentally

lot easier on the friendly and a more

environmen t' quiet alternative to
today’s stroke engines

Stroke engines through a line of EGO

are polluterS.” battery-powered l'aWn
and garden equip-

ment.

— Preston Neese, The Tennessee na-

Preston Power tive is a new distributor
for the push mowers,
leaf blowers, chain saws, string trimmers and snow
throwers, an adventure he piloted last year. He con-
tinues to be a dealer of traditional gas-powered lawn
and garden equipment.

With noise likened to the operation of a large
fan, the battery-operated equipment is gaining in
popularity.

“I think it is the future,” Neese said.

Consumers like the rechargeable battery-pow-
ered equipment because of its lightweight, nonpol-
luting operation and the less likelihood for repairs.

“There is no oil, no gas and it’s a lot easier on
the environment,” Neese said. “Stroke engines are

Eco-friendly lawn equipment/continued on page 5

1892—20]7

the Best | = T LU el‘l‘le

Residential * Commercial * Farm

» Wiring * Trenching * Panel Upgrades

: Whole House Audio Systems T ﬁ Your hometown electnc utlllty
s Locally owned -
Locally controlled

¢ Free Estimates

A partner with

L MISSOURI
RIVER

EMERGY SERVICES"
e L

BEFORE YOU DIG CALL

' 1-800-252-1 166 .

Licensed - Bonded - Insured ~ Mike Buss, Owner

605-759-8194

Now accept credit cards

It’s The Law!

When you call in a locate be sure to tell the opera-
‘,‘.,‘ tor exactly what you are doing and the specific location
work will be done. It also helps to mark the excavation

area with white paint or flags. This way the utility per-
ELECTRI C LLC sonnel will only mark the underground facilities where

Residential # Commercial # Farm Wiring # Trenching needed.

Patronize the advertisers on these pages.
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Trees and shrubs of the great Southwest (Minnesota)

Rock County Master Gardeners
bring SDSU tree specialist to Luverne

th

Gardeners Annu
Garden Tour

Saturday, June 10,
10 a.m. to noon

Class #: T388
Instructor: John Ball,
professor at SDSU

Location: Harold and
Mary Tilstra Farm
583 110th Ave
Luverne, Minnesota

From I-90,
4 1/2 miles south on
Hwy 75,
turn west onto 61st
for two miles,
turn south on 110th
Ave for 1/4 mile)

Fee: $15 (or $10 fee if
paid by June 7)
507-283-4724

Community Ed office
is closed on Fridays.

umm

2017 garden tour

John Ball, an SDSU
professor and the SDSU
ension and South Dakota
artment of Agriculture
forestry specialist, will be in
uverne June 10 to share in-
ormation about diversifying
tree planting practices.

Ball will be on location at
the Mary and Harold Tilstra
farm for the Rock County
Master Gardeners annual gar-
den tour from 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, June 10.

The emerald ash borer
making its way to our area
from the Wisconsin border
will soon be in our area, and
when it arrives, we can expect
significant deforestation since
many of our trees here are ash
trees.

Ball says there is a need
to diversify plant choices to
protect against this insect and
future exotic threats, and he'll
offer suggestions about how
to do that.

For example, he encour-
ages better work at planting
to ensure that the trees and
shrubs survive to become an
attractive and functional part
of alandscape.

Minnesota climate.

new methods of planting.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

from concept fo completion

LAWN RENOVATION
seeding and sodding

QUALITY NURSERY STOCK

wide variety of shrubs, frees &
evergreens, all northern grown

FLOWER GARDENS

wide selection of perennials & annuals

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

frees & shrubs, seasondl
pruning and mainfenance

CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION

retaining walls and patios

GARDEN CENTER

everything for your lawn & garden

PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL

school trained and over
45 vears in business!,,_-\

The focus of Ball's class will be to view and
discuss the many other choices of plant material
beyond spireas, maples and spruce - including
plants that are assumed to not grow in southwest

He'll also talk about how to evaluate site con-
ditions to determine what will grow best and the

_________
~
"""""""

WA

ALLY’S NURSERY

1st corner West of Hills, Minnesota:
Phone 507-962-326 ;
SPRIN S: Mon.-Fri. 8AM-8PM, SAT. 8AM-5PM, SUN. 1PM-5

GLAWN &d e n

Ash trees and other species line a trail at Westwood Hills Nature Center in St. Louis Park minnesota.

Ball has spent his career traveling the plains
studying trees across the region.

The class will offer useful information presented
by an engaging speaker in an informative two-hour
tour of the wide diversity of trees planted at the Tils-
traresidence.

Register through the Luverne Community Educa-
tion Office, 507-283-4724.

Travis Franken, Lic #20627458 & Insured
1332 181st, Luverne Call today for a
Cell: 507-920-8253 FREE ESTIMATE.

—

GAHAGE DOORS e CONCRETE
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!!!

April 27,2017
HOME, A PRODUCTION OF

TheRockCounty Star
Herald & Featured
Advertisers
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Preston Power offers eco-friendly lawn equipment/continued from page 3

polluters.”

The eco-friendly equipment
eliminates all the fuel-related issues
through improved rechargeable bat-
tery technology.

Neese said new environmental
protection standards have pushed
manufacturers to improve battery
technology. EGO’s batteries operate
up to 60 minutes on a single charge
while providing consistent power to
the user.

The machines have no exposed
parts as bearings are sealed inside
plastic casings, away from dirt and
lawn clippings.

The aluminum-frame construc-
tion allows for collapsible handles
and makes the equipment easy
to hang on walls or store under
benches.

“It’s lightweight enough for
women to use and powerful enough
for men,” Neese said. “Everybody
has just loved them.”

As battery technology continues
to advance, Neese predicts EGO will
develop a line of riding lawnmow-
ers to join its existing equipment for
commercial and private use.

In his first full year of dis-
tributorship for EGO, Neese said he
hasn’t had any warranty-related is-
sues on the equipment sold last year
under a trial bases.

Neese said EGO offers a five-
year warranty on the equipment
and a three-year warranty on the
batteries.

He handles all warranty issues
at his Magnolia shop on East State
Street that he opened two years ago
with his wife, Tammy.

=60

POWER BETOND BELIEF

Mavis Fodness photo/Home and Garden Eco Friendly
Rechargeable batteries are easily accessed by lifting
a see-through lid on two push mower models, and
they are interchangeable with other battery-powered
equipment. The mower also has two LED headlamps
for mowing after sunset.

Besideslawnmowers, Neese also has battery-powered
leaf blowers, string trimmers, chain saws and snow
throwers (not pictured) as an alternative to gas-powered
small engine equipment for use on lawn and gardens.

“It’s lightweight enough for women
to use and powerful enough for men.
Everybody has just loved them.”

He will continue to service and
sell gas-powered lawn equipment.
Neese first began working in

when friends convinced him and his
family to move to Minnesota in 1992.

A failed business purchase two years

opened Preston Power Small Engines.

“I decided it was time to open my
own business,” he said.

to 5:30 p.m., Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. and Saturday afternoons from
2to5p.m.

small engine repair and parts sales
in 1986 in Virginia and later locally

Phone number is 507-227-9156.
Neese also makes house calls.

Preston Power is open Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays from 8:30 a.m.

ago back East brought Neese back to
Minnesota and to Magnolia, where he

Mike & Dawn Van Den Top

113 W. Main Street OPEN
Luverne, MN 56156 Tues - Fri:

9a.m.-5p.m.
Office: 507-283-9206 Sat:
Fax: 507-283-9206 9 a.m.- noon
Cell: 712-899-4800

manitoucarpets@gmail.com

Contact us for your flooring and
installation needs!

. WE GARRY,_, |
Me selection of curpet o Wood © Lunﬁnnte

L

f«..,l- * And more........
o Over 50,000 square feet of in- stock ﬂoorlng
aval,labl% ﬁg&immedlate dellvery
%é yegvrs installation experience
A% Factory dlrect carpet‘ ‘

‘, \ Landscape Curblng |s based out of Jasper, MN, and offers custon‘l
decorative curbing and landscaping for customers in the Minne-

AR sota, lowa, and South Dakota areas. Landscape Curbing believes.s

A gain offering quallty service and work, as well as quallty products .

cu'rhing.' 4%

Light Excavationi

Skid Loader Work - ALY
Landscape Designs & Maintenance [ sy

Main: 507-673-2429
- ™ a a Cell: 507-227-8356
"

Thank you to all our

advertisers!
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How much house can you afford?

Get a proper mortgage preapproval letter from your lender and let the house hunting fun begin

Information by
Dave Hup and Billy Cowell of
RE/MAX Land and Home

When the thought enters
your head that maybe it’s time
to stop renting and buy your first
home, you're going to wonder,
“How much house can I afford?”

You should take the time to
sit down and get a proper mort-
gage preapprovalletter fromyour
lender.

There are too many variables
to estimate a mortgage payment
accurately without doing so. This
is only meant to give you a ball-
park figure to determine if you
would like to move forward with
your first home purchase.

Country Cup Br

“Where Skilled Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!”
2 miles south of Luverne on Hwy. 75

Phone 507-283-8176

To calculate how much
house you can afford, take alook
at what the bank is looking for
from you to give you an idea of
how much of a mortgage pay-
ment you can qualify for from
your lender. Lenders calculate

FFA553LT31 A

AR FILNIFRE RN D LA S
o ==y - - wl

these numbers monthly, so for
this purpose we will as well.

Basically, your debt-to-
income ratio is used by lenders
to make sure you are not taking
on too much debt.

They would like to see your
gross income. This is your total
monthly income before paying
taxes and any other items sub-
tracted from your paycheck.

If you are a W-2 salary em-
ployee, this is quite easy. Take
your yearly salary and divide
by 12.

Once you start getting into
overtime, bonuses and self-em-
ployment, thisiswhereyourgross
income can get complicated,
and you really need the help of
alender to calculate this.

The banks will also be look-
ing at debt-to-income ratio.
This is the ratio of your housing
expenses (principal and interest

April 27, 2017

payment on your home loan,
property tax, property insur-
ance, HOA fee, ifany, and private
mortgage insurance) and may
or may not include consumer
debt (installment payments
like student loans, credit card
payments, auto loans, etc.)
compared toyour grossincome.

For example, take $6,000
monthly income with $1,500
for your housing. Now add
$300 for car payment, $250 for
student loans, another $250 for
credit cards ... totaling $2,300 of
monthlyconsumer and housing
debt. This gives you a 38.33-per-
cent ratio.

Most loan programs will
allow you to spend between 38
percent and 50 percent of your
gross income on your ratio, de-
pending on how high your gross
income is.

There are also other vari-
ables that will affect how much
home you can afford.

The strength of your credit
score, your down payment, and
whichloanprogramyouchoose
all work together to get a final
number ofwhatyou may qualify
for to purchase your home.

Onceyoureceive your num-
ber from your lender, the fun
of looking for your new home
begins.

W~
[r -

1402 37th Street
Steen, MN 56173
License # 206 34518

Are You Considering A New
Home in the Near Future?

Country Lumber has been building
Quality Homes over 40 years!

We Offer:

i e« Indoor Facility so weather is never a factor!
= ¢ All homes are state- inspected to meet code.
¢ Andersen windows.
¢ Top quality building material
e Whether you want to build or remodel,

Country Lumber would like to assist you!
e Bring in your plan or see ours.

Stop in so we

can show you

what we have
to offer

& 1

T -

We hire local contractors
for quality construction.

Box 247 e Leota, MN

907-442-4821

Call about your plans today!

Country
Lumber

507-227-1449

WAYNE

sy B T e g £

KRUGER

- New

- Remodel
- Roofing
- Tile

Mark’s
Plumbing Heating And AIC, LLC

Mark & Cinoy KuRtz, OWNERS
608 W. Harming St., Luverne, MN
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Beautify your own little corner of the world

Bonnema offers tips to add color and beauty in small spaces and to increase success of container gardemng

I am a gardener who does
the chores of gardening with
passion.

I get excited just doing what
I can to add color and beauty
to my environment as well as
our community, so sharing the
knowledge I've
acquired from my
years of experi-
ence is fun for me.
I'm going to share
some tips to boost
your confidence
and chance of
success with con-
tainer gardening
this season.

First, choose
a good-sized pot,
preferably noth-
ing smaller than
a 14” diameter. In
a smaller pot, the soil dries out
quickly and gets too hot during
the day, resulting in poor plant
growth, or even worse, no plant
growth.

If the pot doesn’t have a
drainage hole in the bottom,
give it one.

Next, fill the pot with a good
growing medium. I prefer to
use half mineral soil (real old-
fashioned dirt) and half potting
mix. I don’t advocate using
plastic bottles or other “fillers”
in the bottom of the pot so less
soil is required to fill the pot ...
that defeats the purpose of the
pot size.

Next, you need to deter-
mine the amount of sunlight the

By George Bonnema

Since 1948

LUVERNE FARM

Quality & Service

Lawn
Care

Coleus are available in a myriad of colors and color combinations and are great for shady spots.

plants will receive during the
day so you know which plants
are going to be happy in that
setting.

I'll give four categories:

ehot sun ... a very protect-
ed hot area where the sun and
heat are intense for six or more
hours per day;

ofull sun ... where there is

STORE

We take prideiin youf lawni as if
it'was our own.

Fawn@are Services  Eawn VvV aintenance \Services

- Fertilization

- Weed Identification & Control
0

- Insect Identification
. Control

* Professional Lawn Mowing
- Lawn Trimming & Clean-up
- Turf Watering Management
- Lawn Aeration

PRleaseicontactiforiailreedNVedsurelandiEstimare

Contact: Nate Golla
PO Box 927 or 617 S. Kniss Ave.
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-9555 or (800) 956-9556
www.luvernefarmstore.com

Like uson

Facebook

&

three of these categories, but
not all plants are that tolerant.
Knowing which to choose
is the gardener’s responsibility
to be successful.
The full sun area will give

direct sun for six or more hours
per day;

epartial sun or light shade
... an area that receives two to
four hours of sun; and

eshade ... an area that
receives no direct sun. Some

plants will thrive in two or even  Container gardens/see page 9

g (605) 3517552
' CALL TODAY

& Insured

Houses, Barns, Decks, lulermr Staining, ele.

FREF ESTINATES]

Gordon Kitnast & Linda Buss
Luverne, MK 56156

tagoe ‘Realty

Sellisng Real Estate
in e Heant of 1he meuuct;uw(

Your hometown real estate broker for over 22 years
Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD info@cragoe.com
mLs [R 507-283-2647 or 800-689-2647

ezs! WE NEED YOUR LISTING!

LUVERNE'S LOCALLY-OWNED AND
OPERATED MLS AGENCY

WWW.CRAGOE!COM
~ Once. n a ligetime oppottunity

A 515 N ESTEY,
LUVERNE

$499,000

The charm & character of an
historic home blended with
the modern conveniences
| & space of today's new
construction homes can be
found in this masterpiece!
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Luverne Building Center
not just a small town lumberyard

We are striving to be your ONE STOP for ideas, advice and a helping
hand to assist in your home remodeling or building projects.
-

@ All with the best service and lowest prices possible! ©

See Mike, Nick or Tom for help with

\ your new Home Design

* iﬁgfg from beginning to end.

23 A DULdIn ° °

%A Cuwe  We provide drafting and

design for new homes,
additions, decks, cabinets, any project

From left: Tom Martius, Mike Mead, Anitra Overgaard,

Kevin Ferguson and Nick Mead you deSire.

Luverne Building Center

provides FREE Estimates and Quotes on Garages,
Pole Barns, Decks, Windows, Kitchen Cabinets, Doors and Siding...
Any of your building projects.

507-283-9151 - 102 E. MAPLE ST., LUVERNE
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Bonnema offers tips for small space container gardening/continued from page 7

you the most options, but that does not diminish the potential of

the other areas.

I'm going to recommend some of my favor-
ites for each category that are perhaps
new or maybe not as familiar.

Also, we have three classifica-
tions for plants: we have spillers,
thrillers, and fillers, each de-
termined by the plant’s growth
characteristics.

Tips for containers in hot sun:

The hot sun area can be a
challenge, but here are some
good choices:

Alternanthera is a filler
with burgundy foliage but no
appreciable flower.

Angelonia (pictured
at right), also called sum-
mer snapdragon, produces
a spike flower in shades of pink,
purple, and white.

Bougainvillea is a course trailer
with papery textured flowers in vivid purple, red, pink, and or-
ange. It might take determination to locate this one.

Lantana can be a filler or spiller in many different colors or
color combinations.

Cannas come in new tissue-cultured varieties that are non-
stop bloomers. I'd call them thrillers.

Mandivellia is my first choice for a hanging basket that is
going to endure abuse from wind, heat, and even negligent
watering. Red, pink, white — and new this year is apricot. If not
hanging, it likes a support to grow on ... this plant makes an
excellent specimen by itself.

PROTECT YOUR HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES
No matter how diligently you take care of the mechanical things in your home, you can count on inconvenient
failures. Prepare by adding equipment breakdown insurance to your homeowner’s policy. Trust in Tomorrow.™
Contact your agent today.

Agency & Financial Services, Inc. Pipestone 888-825-33606

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are property of Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2017.

K/b’ o - 212 South Kniss, Luverne a—
(507) 283-3704 or (877) 631-3704
-~ A/”l’"l’ﬁ www.kozlowsk?—rinsurance.com 6 G R I N N E L L

MUTUAL

Nierembergia is a less common small filler that has white
or blue flowers. Pentas is an excellent filler with
white, lavender, red, or pink flowers.
Scaevola, also called fan flower,
is a spiller with white, pink or purple
flowers.
Dusty Miller is a white/silver
foliage that is an excellent filler.
This list is not all-inclu-

i g i sive, but these are some of my
P e T

b d favorites for harsh heat.
Full sun containers:

Next is the full sun
category, where you have a
myriad of choices, but these

are some plants I'd like to
introduce:
Begonias have always
been shade candidates, but
the newer Dragon Wing and
Big series are unbeatable. They
thrive in full sun and the pink
or red flowers are nonstop.

Also, the boliviensis begonias are a full sun spiller candidate
with red, orange, white or yellow flowers. This plant is also one
of my favorites for hanging baskets.

Euphorbia is a dainty white filler.

Lisianthus is hard to find but definitely worth the hunt. They
are a thriller with almost rose-form flowers.

Lobularia is a vigorous spiller that is look alike but a huge
improvement of the familiar alyssum.

Sun Impatiens are another thriller that is fairly new. Vivid

Tips for small space container gardening/continued on page 14

6%2 Third St., Garretson  1-888-990-0991 * www.alliancecom.net

Interested in Advertising in our
Special Sectionse

Call Rick or Chantel
283-2333

Luverne Landscaping, Lic

Ponds « Brick Patios « Sodding
Retaining Walls « Snow Removal

Kevin Jacobsma

»
¥

]

o

~* Monday-Friday: 8:00 10 5:30 s _
Saturday: 8:00 to 4:00 ( April-June 9 garden
\|Sunday: Closed I statues.

We are in full bloom!

Flower Bouquets ~ Blooming Plants
Outdoor Patio Planters ~ Hanging Plants

Come
check

out our

Hours:
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Light and Mid-Tone Browns Beige and Red

N ea'l These wood-influenced hues support a wide range of color accents. They Beige: These calm, relaxing neutrals are most popular in today's homes and
convey feelings of calm and comfort in a natural palette, and can be rich and coordinate with a variety of cther hues and materials. Red: A traditional
saturated or cool and subdued. Americana color, this family of warm, mineral-based colors pairs with pastels,

vivid accents, and traditional tones.

ANTIGUA

GoLD™
NEW

z o )

h CARIBBEAN
Gray REDWOOD®

- , . . NEW
Sophisticated and earthy, gray can tone down or intensify the impact of
o' surrounding colors. These shades create a palette that can homogenize or

contrast color, texture, and pattern. These stone and weathered wood

influenced colers make a beautifully subtle statement.

Dark Browns
. @ These rustic, refined, and earthy colors provide warmth and reliability in both
ASHWOOD traditional and contemperary designs. These browns can be the foundation for
various color schemes and complement metal finishes. They provide a rich
background for gathering and socializing.

DOCKS IDER™ ANTIQUE
| GRAY

PALM™

- SPECIALIZING
IN SELLING
FARM LAND

I have buyers looking
to buy 1/4 sections

Oor more
¢ Auctioneer
* Real Estate Salesperson
» Licensed Real
Property Appraiser

Bill Korth

Auction Service

LICENSED AUCTIONEER

Home Mortgages

Finance the house your family can call home.
Get pre-qualified today.

or Processing Fee*

Greenhouse Hours:
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Monday thru Friday
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday

Get pre-qualified with a bank you know and trust. Whether % ! 3% Geraniums 3¢ Planters
you're purchasing your first home or renovating the one S Hanging Baskets ¥ Vegetables 3¢ Perennials "Sse-
that’s been in your family for fifty years, we have several Celebrating & Join us for an OPEN HOUSE
mortgage options available to assist with your home buying 30 > on Saturday. April 29
needs or refinancing needs. ¢ Tour of Our Facilities:
Yeal"s » 10am, 12 noon, 2 pm, & 3 pm
. o *Sign up for *Refreshments served
*Applies to consumer purpose, Windsor secondary market company only. Limited to one of business! : door prizes throughout the day
per household. Offer applies to long-term secondary market loans on applications taken — . . -
before May 31, 2017. Qualifications apply. Directions: From Rock Rapids: 3 miles south on Hwy 75, 10 miles west on

A-26, 3/4 mile south on Dipper Ave. From Lester: 3 miles south on K-30;
2 miles west on A-26; 3/4 mile south on Dipper Ave. Watch for sign!

MINNWEST In’reres’red in Advertisinge
BANK Call Rick or Chantel

Luverne (Downtown) Luverne (Highway 75) TO Odverhse |n neXT Week’s

116 East Main Street 800 South Kniss
(507) 283-2366 (0285951 Announcer

MEMBER FDIC www.minnwestbank.com LENDER 2 83 - 2 333
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Building Genterll
built to last

By Lori Sorenson

There’s nothing quite like a patio deck for
enjoying outdoor living, but homeowners are
discovering there are ways to improve on their
traditional wood decks and railings.

“We're doing a lot of composite deck-
ing,” said Nick Mead of the Luverne Building
Center.

Composite materials are primarily PVC
or a combination of pressed wood and plastic
materials.

There are several companies to choose
from, but the Building Center does business
with TimberTech, which offers a wide range of
colors (pictured at left), textures and railing
options.

Mead said many people prefer composite
decking over traditional treated wood because
of the ease of installation and it’s maintenance
free.

"Once it’s up, you don’t have to think
about it - there’s no paint, no stain," he said.
"And from a contractor’s perspective it’s the
ease of installation."

He said homeowners still appreciate
traditional wood decking, and they can expect

Although traditional lumber (at right) still attracts home own-
ers, the appeal often fades as quickly as the wood does.
Without frequent and necessary maintenance, pressure
treated wood decks can splinter, warp or cup — even within

to get 20 to 25 years out of it — IF it's properly the first few years. In the long run, wood decks can become
maintained. “And that means regular washing, an expensive and time consuming addition to a home. That's
staining and painting,” Mead said. why builders are turning to composite material (above).

R

’ g e
s on getting
cleaned!
Ihe messy winter was
“really tough on them. s
We believe . . . in deliveri
y that fresh carpet smell! promisessnd ecping veything o
.. #' Learn how you can save by insuring
= . .
L € SCHOMACKER R
CLEANING

Call or visit us today!

THE ESTENSON COMPANY, INC.

(507)227-2183 | 202 E Main | Luverne

schomackerclean.com uluto-Owners Insurance Ll

ey b i L R R R R R LT AR R TIRVURNYESS

Serving Contractors and Homeowners in the
Planning, Design and Engineering of Your Home Projects

. Lumhenr, Cahinets, Building Materials,
We Have: Doors, Windows, Paint, Hardware

g i LUVBER

507-472-8224
LISMORE, MN

S

z

i

LTI

WL

-. h:z-:‘:; [ i‘
Dave Gangestad, Lisa Diekmann & Tim Knoll

THE ESTENSON CoMPANY, INC.
419 East Main * Luverne MN ¢ 5(7-283-2386

. Comrﬁercial * Annuities e Life/Disabilities
* Long Term Care * Home * Auto * Health * Farm




Page 12 Home, Lawn & Garden 2017 April 27,2017

peps I 1801 FORMAN DR., PIPESTONE, MN




April 27,2017 Home, Lawn & Garden 2017 Page 13

Our family of Den Herder-built

homes continues to grow

e Brothers Jim and Cal Den Herder launched their business in 1988, and since
= then, their resume has grown to include a long list of beautiful houses. Along

with it, their reputation for excellence at a fair price has grown to rival the best
in the industry.

“We view home building as both an art and a science,” Jim Den Herder said.

DEN HERDER GONSTRUGTION, ING.

Jim Den Herder Cal Den Herder
P.0. Box 522 ¢ Luverne, MN 56156-0522

507-920-8916 507-920-8917

Jim Den Herder & Cal Den Herder

Den Herder Construction

PROUDLY PRESENTS

Riverview Oasis Care
Estates Home

Only two buildable lots left in one of Luvernes finest
developments.

New apz‘ion 1N $enior bousing

UNDER CONSTRUCTION NOW!

Y o
This is one of Luverne’s finest developments incorporating Den Herder Construction is proud to be the contractor on
the privacy of single family dwelling and a homeowner the Oasis Care Home in Luverne - a new option for senior

association concept. housing will be available later this year.
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Bonnema offers tips for small space container gardening/continued from page 9

If you have or
see a plant or
combination of
plants that really
impresses you,
take a picture
of it so you will
remember what
you want to plant
next year.
Even if you can’t
identify a
particular plant,
a professional
will be able to ID
it for you.

and excellent season-long
color makes them a “must
have” in my combination or
specimen pots.

Vinca is an excellent filler
and the sun counterpart to
the regular impatiens. Vinca
also comes as a vining plant,
but that is not what I'm talking
here.

Ornamental millet is a
thriller that will give height to
your plant combination. Its
flower is similar in form to a
cattail and the foliage is inter-
esting.

All of the hot sun category
plants listed earlier also will
work in full sun.

Again, these are some of
my favorites, but not an all-
inclusive list.

Part-sun containers:

Then we have part sun and
there are lots of choices here as
well but I want you to consider
these for a different look.

Begonias, both Dragon
Wing and Big, will work in part
sun, and new part sun intro-
duction this year is Megawatt.
I'm impressed already.

Impatiens, both New
Guinea and sun varieties, will
flower well in part sun as well
as full sun. The old walleriana
impatiens that have been our

Euphorbia is a dainty white filler that's well-suited for a container arrangement in full sun.

standard for eons are now sus-
ceptible to a new disease called
downy mildew and I no longer
recommend planting them
unless you have the ability and
persistence to fight this fungus.
Iresine has an intense
magenta-colored foliage that
sparks up any combination.
Lobelia has a dainty white

A
FURTHEEREHTEST EXPOSURE OF YOLR HUMEE_UNTHCT THE

T
eal Estate

'Our real estate comﬁaﬁ'y has an a‘ggressive strategy for attracting - =vs

T ‘.I <4 _l.

g

etrievers

Elhens /uction Service

“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

o
el B, P &

home buyers to our listings. By distributing your listing .
1nforma_t;__n, along with photographs, to a wide array of premler

~ consumer websites, we make sure that we maximize every
- opportumty to attract‘quahﬁed buyers to the table.

——y

‘A»-___,.-_

LUVERNE OFFICE

307- 283 4216

_m_
ALL STATE TEAM

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA

' Realtor/Broker Assistant

~ Gene Aanenson

AUCTIONEER/REAL ESTATE SALES

www.ElbersAuction.com

Deb Aénegion

507-920-9921

Realtor/Agent
507 920 9920

Kelth Elbers .
Realtor/Auctioneer
507-920-6 15_1

Jen Rolfs
- Realtor/Agent
- 507-227-2985

——

HLLSOFACE |
SO7-962-3433

Keith Elbers

Lic #67-62

or blue flower and comes as
afiller or spiller.

Nemesia is another filler
in lots of colors, but it does
not perform well in heat.

gives a plant its energy, and
blooming plants need energy
to produce flowers. So here
you can accomplish splendid
results by using contrasting
foliages.
Caladiums are not as

common here as they are in

Containers in shade areas:
And finally a shade area
that receives no direct sun.

Remember that sun is what Container gardens/see page 15

Now is the time to
schedule your tree
trimming or removals!

Call today!

! TREESCAPES

Scott Rosenberg Worthington, MN 56187
1scottros@gmail.com ¢ Cell: 507-360-6081 « Home: 507-478-4103

New Construction & Additions

* Remodeling * Siding ¢« Drywall « Windows
ssEoundation and Concrete

; I;OR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Oehlerts & Son Construction
Kevin Oehlerts, Luverne
OehlertsAndSonConstruction.com

907-673-2206

The Daily News of Rock County
star-herald.com




April 27, 2017

Home, Lawn & Garden 2017

Page 15

Bonnema offers tips for small space container gardening/continued from page 14

the south, but their thriller
foliage comes in patterns of
white, pink, or red.

Ferns of any type are
good, but a favorite of mine is
whitmanii.

Coleus are available in
a myriad of colors and color
combinations.

Iresine, mentioned
earlier, has bright magenta
foliage.

Ivy, particularly variegat-
ed forms, are spillers that are
happy campers in shade.

Spider plants have a
spiky variegated leaf so this
is a great candidate for an
unusual texture contrast.

Variegated Swedish ivy
has a yellow/burgundy leaf
that is a fun spiller.

Most types of indoor
foliage plants work well in a
shade setting outdoors.

Not every container gar-
den has to be a combination
or assortment of plants. Just
filling a pot with all the same
plants to create a specimen
can be very impressive.

Even using a grouping of
two or three pots of specimen
plants can be a magnificent
display.

However, a combination
planter is most effective used
by itself, not in a grouping. I
often set a combination pot
in an area of my landscape
where I want to “punch up”
the color for the season.

You may have noticed
that I have not mentioned
any perennial plants in this

list. If you choose to use a pe-
rennial as a foliage accent, I'm
OK with that, but most peren-
nials have their time to bloom
and that’s it for the season.

Annual plants will pro-
duce flowers for the entire
season, so they will provide a
much better display.

You will need to water
your container garden when
the soil surface feels dry to the
touch.

Water the garden after
you plant it to settle soil
around the new roots. As the
plants become larger and the
summer temperature increas-
es, the watering schedule be-
comes more frequent, again
depending on the amount of
soil mass in the pot.

Some potting mix labels
will mention that they have
included a fertilizer that will
feed the plants for three or six
months.

This is a slow release
form of fertilizer that gradu-
ally becomes available to the
plants as it breaks down. It
is better than nothing, but
supplementing with a water-
soluble fertilizer every second
or third watering is really the
“gravy on the potatoes” for
your plants.

If you have or see a plant
or combination of plants
that really impresses you,
take a picture of it so you will
remember what you want to
plant next year. Even if you
can’t identify a particular
plant, a professional will be
able to ID it for you.

@Q&\ﬂ\\”

CONSTRUCTION
PHONE 507-283-3999

1275 101st St., Luverne, MN 56156
Terraces * Waterways
Land Clearing * Building Sites

All Your Dirt, Gravel & Rock Needs

CONTACITS
TOM WALKER
BRYCE NIESSINK

SANDYANDIGRAVEL

T0O MEET ALL SPECIFICATIONS

Begonias have always been
shade candidates, but the newer
Dragon Wing and Big series are
unbeatable. They thrive in full
sun and the pink or red flowers
are nonstop.

Also, the boliviensis begonias

(pictured at left) are a full sun
spiller candidate with red, orange,
white or yellow flowers. This plantis
also afavorite forhanging baskets.

BY MAIL WITH PURCHASE OF SELECT
MAYTAG® KITCHEN APPLIANCES

MAY 3-31, 2017

813 Main Street - Edgerton, MN - 507-442-5671 - www.mhhardwareedgerton.com
8 - 5:30 Monday-Friday - 8 - 4 Saturday - 6:30 - 8:30 Wednesday Evening
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Building inspector works with residents on property improvements
City website, cityofluverne.org, has list of dos and don'ts in terms of permit requirements

By Lori Sorenson

Chad McClure has been Lu-
verne’s building inspector since
November 2014, and he said it
didn’t take long to learn a few
basic rules of the job.

“Thispositionisinherentfor
not being people’s best friend,”
McClure said about the chal-
lenges of enforcing city code.
“So if there’s anything you have
questionsabout, please askfirst.”

McClure said he’s enjoyed
working with city staff and
residents to make Luverne a
clean and safe community for
everyone.

Common questions involve
garden sheds and fences in rela-
tion to property lines.

“I'mnotalicensedland sur-
veyor, butl can offerresources to
the best of my ability,” McClure
said.

“And I'm notin the business
ofresolvingneighborlydisputes.”

In general, McClure said

Luverne property owners have
been good to work with, but a

little research before starting a

project pays off in the end.

“When in doubt, call” he
said. “It's when people don’t call
that it makes my job difficult ...
especiallyifThavetoasksomeone
to undo something.”

McClure can be reached at

City Hall at 449-5031 or cmc-

“When in doubt, call. ... It’s when
people don’t call that it makes my job
difficult ... especially if I have to ask some-
one to undo something.”

— Chad McClure, building inspector
city of Luverne, 449-5031 or
cmcclure@cityofluverne.org

clure@cityofluverne.org.
Also, the city of Luverne
website provides detailed permit

and partitions not over 5 feet 9
inches high
eMaintenance repairs to

information. roofing, siding, or windows
eInstalling or replacing

The following types of stormwindows and storm doors

projects DO NOT eRepairing or replacing

interior wall covering, plaster,
paneling, etc.

eRecreational equipment
such as swings, jungle gyms, etc.

require a building or
combination building
and zoning permit

ePainting (interior or exte-
rior)

e«Wallpaper

eInstallingnewfloor covering
(vinyl, carpet, hardwood)

eRetaining walls less than 4
feet high

«Moveable cases, counters

eReplacing existing kitchen
and/or bathroom cabinets

eAdding attic insulation

eInstalling gutters and
downspouts

eReplacing existing plumb-

Building inspector/see page 18

Leenaer S

I.uwn spraylng, Iuwn ulruﬂon
i und grqss d |II ior ove\r\‘s ed
. und, Aril ? 2
& :.,\3\\, ‘_qu\\, ’gll

Cl 507-962- 3794
or 507-227-2805
ARLENLLC@HOTMAIL.COM

fully insured and licensed.

Ask about 5% CASH DISCOUNT &
5th TREATMENT FREE w/4-step lawn care purchase.

" IS YOUR HOUSE )
IN NEED OF REPAIR?

|/ gpJe] Shingles | Siding  Remodel Jobs

The ultimate Protectipp

Life Guard

J‘1.ts‘ﬁfrrsl‘ life’s mishaps!

Call us today to see

artfully crafted, wonderfully waterproof
w/mt we can do!

Carpet | Hardwood | Laminate | Resilient | Luxury Vinyl Tile & Plank

Think those furry (and messy) friends mean customers can’t have the
look of hardwood? Think again. Floorte is a fully waterproof resilient
flooring - even at the seams. And with a Fold-n-Tap locking system and
almost no subfloor prep, it basically sells (and installs) itself. Lucky dog.

COWELL CONSTRUCTION
309 E. Bishop, Luverne

FREE ESTIMATES

Lic. #20063613. Insured.

224, Splitrock Blvd. Brandon, SD - 605-582-2744
www. famllyﬂoorsfurmture com

Monday & Thursday 9 am-8 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday 9 am-4 pm

Tim Cowell
220-5207 cell

Family

Kelly Cowell
507-283-4710
220-5198 cell

|FLOORS & FURNITURE, INC.
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Have a project that needs a professional?

Consider these 10 tips from the Better Business Bureau when hiring a contractor

The arrival of spring already
has many people thinking about
home improvement projects.

Whether it’s a remodel, a
build-on or new construction,
some consumers are handy — or
brave — enough to take things
into their own hands.

But many people look to
professional contractorstobring
their visions to fruition. Better
Business Bureau of Minnesota
and North Dakota ° (BBB) offers
a Top Ten list of things people
should do before hiring a con-
tractor.

“There’s no better way to
ensure a successful construc-
tion project than by ensuring
you're dealing with a reliable
contractor,” said Susan Adams
Loyd, President and CEO of BBB
of Minnesota and North Dakota,

“It's worth every second of
the time it takes to find one that
will stand behind their work”

Here are 10 things everyone
should do before hiring a con-
tractor:

record. Contact BBB

to obtain free Business
Profiles on any companies you
are considering hiring. Visitbbb.
org or, in Minnesota and North
Dakota, call toll-free at 1-800-
646-6222.

I Research their track

Solicit multiple esti-
mates. Shop around
and get at least three
estimates in writing. Use BBB's

Online Directory of Accredited
Businesses to find reliable firms.
3 surance. Ensure that
¢ companies are prop-

erly licensed. In Minnesota,
contractors should be licensed
or registered with the Minne-
sota Department of Labor (doli.
state.mn.us); in North Dakota,
with the ND Secretary of State’s
Office (sos.nd.gov/). It’s also

important to verify that they are

fully insured.
Get references from

4. three recent projects

and verify them before signing

a contract.
5 waiver. A lien waiver
® is a statement from
the contractor that all suppliers
and subcontractors have been
paid for their work. Be sure to
ask whether the contractor will
provide you with a lien waiver
upon completion of the work.
6 permits. Permits are
® foryour protectionand
help ensure that work will meet
local building codes. Check with
your contractor before starting
your project. Homeowners bear
the cost of building permits, but
companies should be respon-

sible for obtaininganynecessary
permits.

Verify license and in-

Ask for references.

Inquire about a lien

Don’t forget building

Consider future ser-
vice issues. If you
choose to do business
with a company that isn’t local,
keep in mind you might have dif-
ficulty resolving any warranty or
serviceneeds thatmayarise after

the project is completed.
writing. Never allow

H ® work to begin without

a signed contract that includes:
start and completion dates; a
detailed description of services
to be provided; any costs or al-
lowances; a payment schedule
and warranty information. Be
aware that anything you sign is
a contract.

Get everything in

Don’t rely on verbal
promises. Any prom-

ises made orally should be writ-
ten into the contract, including
warranty information.

Arrange a payment

I o schedule. Neverpay

® infullinadvanceofa

project. Staggeryour

payments according to agreed-

upon stages of work completion

and make a final payment only
when work is finished.

BBBalsoadvises consumers
to exercise caution with sales-
people who are going door-to-
door claiming to be doing work
in your neighborhood. Know
who you're dealing with; always
verify the company’s trackrecord
with BBB.

The mission of Better Busi-
ness Bureau is to promote high
standards of business ethics and
conduct, and to instill confi-
dence in responsible businesses
through programs of education
and action. Hours are 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Contact BBB at bbb.org or 651-
699-1111.

Never pay in full
in advance of a
project. Stagger
your payments

according to
agreed-upon stages
of work completion
and make a final

payment only when
work is finished.

CHOMACKER

Electrical Problems
are Business!

Aside from the obvious hazards, if you don’t
know what you’re doing, you could end
up causing a bigger, more costly electrical
problem. Expert help is here to safely and
efficiently repair and install any electrical work.
Trust our licensed electricians.

.

)
Let the guys with @(pé‘ﬁj_&_’é Work for you.
| your resic enti

[
'

FLOORING&APPLIANCE
Sales / Installation / Service

(507)227-2183 | Downtown Luverne
schomackerclean.com

PB-255LN
A step up in features with 64 dB(A) low-noise performance.

e 25.4 cc professional-grade, 2-stroke engine
¢ 354 CFM and 191 MPH

CS-352

Same as CS-310 with increased power.

' :
* 34.0 cc professional-grade, 2-stroke engine

¢ 14" and 16" bar lengths

GT-225i

The easiest starting curved shaft trimmer available.

e 21.2 cc professional-grade, 2-stroke engine

* 48" curved shaft
e 2-line Rapid-Loader head
Luverne Location
410" W-Koehn'Ave.

PO Box 523, Luverne MN
Phone:(507).283-2319 ¢ Fax
(507)-283-8319
email: jiincmark@iw.net

Jaycox Implement mc

http://www.jaycoximplement.com
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Building inspector offers tips for permit requirements/continued from page 16

. ‘e . . ing fixtures and fixture fittings ~ The following types of sheetrock

This position is inherent f or notb eng oBe.plac%ngafaucet ortrap  projects DO require a -Baserpentwaterprooﬁng
people’s best friend ... on e’ﬂcsltézrgl rfll’gft‘;;estoppages . building permit or com- d'RkePa“ or replace porch

. c e g, or dec
So lf there’s anythmg you have drainage system blni.ltlon bu11.(:lng and ePartitions over 5 feet 9

. ” oInstalling or replacing ZONINg Perml inches high

questions about, please ask first. 2 water softener (only if new *Repair or replacement of «Any and all building ad-

or rearranged water lines are ~ 00fing ditions

— Chad McClure, Clty ofLuverne installed) *Repair or replacement of eNew construction (in-
building inspector

oInstallinganeworreplac-  Siding or soffit/ fascia'
ingan air conditioner (without -Replacement windows garage, tool/storage shed over
new ductwork being installed) *Replace, install or remove 150 gq. feet)

eFinishing unfinished
space (basement, attic, etc.)

Household Hazardous T moving o

eRepairofdamaged struc-
tural elements (wall studs, col-

Waste Collections s fonings, undone
Offered year-round! By appointment only 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month NS er——";

Rock County Transfer Station (old Landfill) projects DO require a
zoning pe'rmit‘
Acceptable Waste: paint, aerosol cans, hazardous household, ;ﬁgg}gggg;ﬁggﬁj‘gj
. . eInstalling patio slabs
automotive, lawn & garden, or home improvement products Installing fences
eAdding decks
1 I I eDemolition of steps/
which you would like to dispose of properly. onciemolition of step
eBuilding or installing

Questions or to set up an appointment: Call Rock County storage sheds under 120 feet

eMoving a structure or

cluding attached/detached

McClure, a 1988 graduate
of Luverne High School, brings

Land Management Office at 507-283-8862 Ext. #4. bulding
or building
O O O eInstallingormovingsigns
FOR ALL YOUR Wyy/lli~raus(s, IEeiese
Diara Ouserom, Livernesand
STEAKS CHOPS CHICKEN the late Ron McClure.
BRATS BU RGERS RIBS SEAFOOD [When You Recycl;

Newspapers, the
Savings Add Up!

Teal's Meat Department uses only USDA Choice
i Angus Beef. Finest Pork and the very best Gold'n
Plump chicken! Beef is ground throughout the

day ensuring the best, freshest hamburger!

If You Recycle

1 ton

of newspapetr...

You save

o 4000 o

6 of eIectrlaty
you save

1 7 Tree :

¢ you save

j_ % 8’ 0 gallons
S L

you save

7,000 sas
=

f water
and you save

n 60 ounis

of air pollutionj

Jeff Hamilton, Jean Blomgren, and
Kermit Limesand. Not pictured:
Aiden Bartels

Connor Peterson

205 E. Warren, Luverne, MN
1'414 R K l ': 507-283-4429 (all store) » 507-283-2557 (Deli-Bakery)

3 Faciook | Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sun. 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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Top 5 ways to live green on a budget; going green isn't going broke

Nielsen polls show that 55 percent of consumers are willing to
pay more for products and services from companies committed to
sustainability. But living greener doesn’t have to take a hit on your
wallet.

1. Don’t toss your unwanted stuff — donate it.

The average American throws away 81 pounds of clothing per
year, even though 95 percent of worn or torn textiles can be reused.
By donating your old clothes, furniture, electronics and more to
Goodwill and other thrift stores, you're sending usable goods to a
new home instead of a landfill.

2. Use natural household cleaners.

Vinegar. Baking soda. Lemons. Follow a recipe online to mix up
your own household cleaners. It'll reduce chemical exposure and
save cash. Bonus tip: make a list of natural cleaning ingredients and
stock up next time they’re on sale.

3. Shop second hand.

What goes into creating a single t-shirt? Water to grow the cot-
ton. Energy to manufacture and transport that shirt to a store or
warehouse. Cut your carbon footprint by buying gently used items
at Goodwill.

4. Grow your own produce.

Produce travels an estimated 1,500 miles before it’s consumed.
Growing your own food doesn’t only reduce your carbon footprint
— it's fresher and will lower your grocery bill. If you don’t have a
yard (or don’t want to put in all the effort a garden requires), start
small by growing herbs in planters indoors.

5. Save on gas.

We all know that driving less and carpooling saves money and
helps the environment. Here’s a tip you don’t hear as often: clean
out your trunk. An extra 100 pounds in your vehicle can reduce
miles per gallon up to two percent (U.S. Department of Energy).

&,

* PC Hardware Sales
& Service

* Wifi Systems

» Networking
& Security
» Websites,
Hosting, Email

Scott & Sean Heibult

scott@computerclinic.tech
sean@computerclinic.tech LAl

117 North Kniss Ave
507-449-6143
www.computerclinic.tech

*Second

“We Service all Makes and Models of Engines.”

507-283-4299
507-227-5171

302 Main Street - Kenneth, MN 56147

BUILT FOR LIFE™

America’s #1 Tiller

Troy-Bilt Mowers, T:'Hers-, Trimmers, Blowers, Log Splitters

T ase

3 Year
Warranty
Columbia 42”- 54" Tractors & 42”- 60” Zero Turn Mowers
New Heavy Duty 60” Fabricated Deck on Zero Turn Mowers!
Open Daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Weed /n./

HIAnylundesirable or ‘troublesome
plant, especially one that grows
profusely where it is not wanted

Pick a winner with Star-Herald.com

recycle
don’t throw away

The average U.S.
citizen throws away
of clothing
each year

05%
of textiles

can be recycled

our landfills

Textile recyclers
reuse and recycle

of textiles each year

THRIFT STORE

BUILD YOUR L
“U(

chase & Refinance
ntional, VA, FHA, USDA

Construction Loans
*Home Improvement Loans

*Home Equity Line of Cré@i

Mor!;éaggs
\

¢ FirstFarmers&Merchants

303 East Main St. | Luverne, MN 56156 | 507-283-4463 | www.ffmbank.com

JALHOUSING
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It's great to have a clean
house, but homeowners are
increasingly questioning the
potenial harm in all the chemi-
cals used to get the job done.

For those interested in pur-
suing natural home remedies,
there's no shortage of informa-
tion available for recipes and
ingredients.

According to healthy liv-
ing blog, Keeper of the Home,
lemon juice, white vinegar and
baking soda clean just about
anything.

And the options and appli-
cations are in the combination
of those ingredients.

Following are a list of
simple recipes to try in place of
commercial cleaners.

INGREDIENT LIST:
«Castile Soap
eTea Tree Oil
eBaking Soda

eVinegar
eLemon or
other essential oils
eCream of Tartar
«Dish Soap
*Rubbing Alcohol
eHydrogen Peroxide

Maybe you’ve made a commitment to remove toxins from your home this year, or you have a

goal of saving money by making your own homemade products. One of the best ways to get ok

toxins out of your home and save money at the same time is to make your own homemade

non-toxic cleaners. By keeping just a few ingredients on hand (see the list at right), you HOMEMADE ALL-PURPOSE
can make all the different cleaners you would need to clean your entire home. CLEANER

Start by pouring %2 cup
white vinegar into a full-sized
spray bottle. Add 2 tablespoons
of baking soda. Fill the bottle
with tepid water and shake well.

If you'd prefer to cover the
vinegar scent (and I do!) you
can add a few drops of essential
oil, such as tea tree, eucalyptus,
or even a citrus oil.

HOMEMADE
'SOFT-SCRUB' CLEANER
This one also utilizes the
cleaning power of baking soda.
You start by measuring 1 %2
cups of baking soda into a mix-

> - . sapsms ’_."
ing bowl. Add %2 cup of envi-
xchange State Bank |=:i
soap (ECOS, for example), and

stir vigorously to combine into

a paste.
I e qace 1'0 e Aswith the al-purpose
e o o cleaner, you may choose to add
several drops of essential oil,
such as tea tree, lavender, or

As a full service financial provider you can turn to us for service you | rosemary.

Store paste in the food con-

need most. From Checking to Savings accounts, to Ag, Commercial | e kessing thelid tghtly
and Personal Loans, we have a fast local answer for you. closed. If the mixture begins

to dry out, simply add a small
amount of water and stir.

= STATE/BANK A
Local. Dependable. Strong. - /

(507) 962-3250  (507) 967-2570 (507) 449-6000 Member o \
T ORVA Hills, MN Ellsworth, MN Luverne, MN FDIC -
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try lemon juice,

HOMEMADE
DISINFECTANT WIPES

For this one, you'll need
to start with an empty “wipe”
type of container; I find that
empty plastic baby wipe con-
tainers work well. You could
also use a large mason jar.

You'll need between 15
and 20 squares of scrap fabric
to use for the wipes them-
selves, something like old
t-shirt scraps or even old dish
towels.

Once you have those
stored away in the container,
you're ready to add the
cleaning solution.

In mixing cup/bowl,
combine 1 cup of water, %
cup of white vinegar, and
8 drops each of tea tree oil,
eucalyptus essential oil, and
lemon essential oil.

Pour this solution over
your cloth scraps in the con-
tainer, where they will soak
in and be ready for you when
you're ready to pull them out
and use them!

I just wash the used rags
with any other laundry I'm
running, such as towels or
other rags.

Billy Cowell
Realtor/Owner
605-254-5450
billy.landandhome@gmail.com

When you’re ready to move
on to maintenance-free
living, give us a call and we
will help.

Home, Lawn & Garden 2017
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HOMEMADE LIQUID
DISH SOAP

For this recipe, start with
a medium-sized mixing bowl,
combining Y2 cup warm dis-
tilled water with 2 tsp kosher
salt, stirring until the salt is
completely dissolved.

In a separate bowl, com-
bine %2 cup white vinegar, %2
cup Dr. Bronner’s Sal Suds and
1 tsp lemon juice. Stir this mix-
ture into the salt water mixture,
and stir until thickened.

You may wish to add 10-15
drops of your favorite essen-
tial oil at this point for scent
and potential disinfectant

Dave Hup
Realtor/Owner
507-920-5910

dave.landandhome@gmail.com

Northview.Iwin.Homes

. p———

| - —

RE/MAX Land and Home
507-449-6111
117 East Main Street ¢ Luverne, MN
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

luvernelandandhome.com

remax.com

TEUSE,

HOMEMADE OVEN
CLEANER

OK, this one is more of
a “how-to” than a recipe,
because you really only need
baking soda, water, and vin-
egar.

Use Y2 cup of baking soda
and stir in 2-3 tablespoons of
water, adjusting as needed to
get a spreadable paste. Spread
this all over the walls of your
ovens, rubbing it in for a
scrubbing effect.

Let that mixture rest over-
night. (Guess it's Momma’s
night off in the kitchen for
dinner!)

In the morning, you will
put some vinegar in a spray

properties. Pour mixture into
arecycled dish soap container
for storage.

HOMEMADE bottle and spritz everywhere
DISHWASHER you see baking soda, which
DETERGENT will create a foaming action.

Wipe clean with a damp cloth,
rinsing until clean.

Mix together 1 cup salt, 2
cups baking soda, 2 cups Borax,
and 1 cup of Lemi-Shine (non-

toxic, found in the detergent HOMEMADE DRAIN
aisle). Transfer to an air-tight CLEANER
storage container. Another vinegar and

It will last a long time: each
load uses only 2 tablespoons of
detergent! (Irecommend keep-
ing white vinegar in the rinse
agent compartment, t0o.)

baking soda how-to! If you've
got a smelly or slow-draining
sink, sprinkle down the drain
a heaping % cup baking soda,
and follow that with % cup

John Deere D140 $1,999

Lawn Tractor w/ 48” Deck Frciur opire
] CASH PRICE
- V-Twin Gas Engine
- 2-year/120-hour bumper to
bumper warranty

$3,099

CASH PRICE

-22 HP

% FINANCING
AVAILABLE

95,099

John Deere X384 CASH PRICE

Lawn Tractor w/ 48” Deck
-22 HP
- 4-Wheel Steering
- Best-in-class 4 year / 300 hour
bumper to bumper warranty

ROCK COUNTY
IMPLEMENT

P ——e
1480 S Kniss Ave. = Luverne, MN
(507) 283-4430

John Deere Z355R
Zero Turn Mower w/ 48” Deck

- 7.0 mph mowing speed
- 2-year/120-hour bumper to
bumper warranty

white vinegar.

Let that bubbling mixture
sit for an hour or so, then pour
boiling hot water down the
drain to rinse it.

Depending on how smelly
or clogged the drain is, you
may need to repeat the process
again. Once you do it regularly,
you'll find that one time usually
takes care of it!

HOMEMADE LIQUID
HAND SOAP

And finally... what good
does it do to have a clean
kitchen if you hands are full of
germs? Here’s a great recipe
for a liquid hand soap that will
remedy that!

Start with an empty foam-
ing soap dispenser. Fill it to
within about 1 inch of the top
with bottled water (or distilled).

Add at least 2 Tablespoons
liquid castile soap (scented if
you prefer; unscented if you
want to use essential oils). Add
Y tsp olive oil and a drop or two
of essential oil for scent. Close
bottle and gently shake to mix.

For more tips and ideas, see
keeperofthehome.org.

www.deerequipment.com
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Preparing meals at home is a great (and smart) way to save on the family food budget

Preparing meals at home is a great
way to save on the family food budget.

With a little planning and some
savvy shopping, preparing meals can be
economical and even fun.

If you're not used to preparing meals
at home, the very thought may be daunt-
ing. But, as with all new habits, start
slowly with achievable goals.

Mea] &€&
Planning

Name them 'planned-overs'
oStart using the term “plannedovers”
instead of leftovers.

When making a meal, make extra
amounts of the starch, protein source
(meat/dry beans) or veggie and freeze
these for later use.

For example, while cooking rice for
tonight’s stir fry, cook up extra rice to be
frozen for a soup later in the week.

Are you slicing up chicken pieces
for that stir fry tonight? Slice and freeze
extra for a stew or soup for the weekend.
In other words, make extra of whatever
you're cooking, and freeze for later use.

Label everything.

Here are some tips to get you started:

Meat as a side dish

oStart thinking of meat as a condiment
or a side dish. Instead of having a meal re-
volve around meat, let the starches, veggies
and fruits take on more of a central role.

Use meat in soups, stews and casse-
roles, and bulk up these dishes with rice,
pasta or veggies.

Don'’t forget the dry beans. They're a
great source of protein, carbohydrate and
fiber.

Know your herbs and spices.
«You don’t need a shelf full of fancy
spices to add a little variety to your dishes.
Here are some basic spices that can be
used in various cuisine:
Latin American/Southwest: Use
cumin, chili pepper, oregano
Chinese/Asian: Use cumin, black pep-
per, red chili pepper
Italian: Use basil, parsley, oregano
Again, start slowly, adding a couple
of new spices to your cupboard at a time.
Many of these herbs and spices can be
grown in windowsill containers to save you
money.

Plan for planned-overs

«Set aside time during the week for a
cookathon. Get the kids involved and start
a family tradition.

Choose some family meal favorites,
gather the needed cooking equipment,
foods and storage containers, assign fun
tasks to the kids and start making batches
of food for the week.

Lasagna, spaghetti, soups, casseroles
and stews all freeze well. Make up several
different meals for variety throughout the
week.

Lean on convenience

e«Remember those dry beans I men-
tioned? Have you ever thought of using
them but hadn’t soaked them and knew
they’d take too long to cook?

Why not keep some canned beans in
the cupboard to use in a quick meal?

To use those dry beans, which are
cheaper, leave a note on the fridge to
remind yourself to soak them for later in
the week.

Source: University of Minnesota Extension

LLandscaping & Seeding

e Complete Landscaping and Seeding
* Commercial or Residential Services

ZERO-TURN RIDERS
AS LOW AS

550 s

3.99% Monthly Interest for 80 months*
based on ATE452CEM42100

%
monthly interest for
42 MIONTHS"

On Purchases of $1500 or more on Exmark Equipment
with your Exmark credit card made between now and
10/31/2016. A $125 Promotion Fee will be charged. 42

For more than three decades, Exmark® has
raised the bar on durability, technological
innovations, fuel efficiency, environmental
friendliness, comfort and ergonomics. All aimed
at helping you save time and money. THAT’S
IWHY LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS PURCHASED
EXMARK 2 TO 1 OVER THE NEXT BEST-SELLING
BRAND OF MOWING EQUIPMENT.

Equal Monthly Payments required. Limited time offer. See
dealer for complete details.

exmark.com Ki (3 i E

PARTS - SERVICE

507-449-4386

*3,99% Monthly Interest for 80 Months. Revolving Program offered by Synchrony Financial. On qualifying purchases of $1000 or more with your Exmark credit card. A $125 Promation Fee will be charged. 80 Fixed Monthly Payments Required. 0%
Monthly Interest for 42 Manths. Revalving Pragram offered by Synchrony Financial On Purchases of $1500 or more on Exmark Equipment with your Bxmark credit card. A $125 Promation Fee will be charged. 42 Equal Monthly Payments required.

 Hydro Seeding ¢ Sodding ¢ Over Seeding
* Retaining Walls » Paver Patios * Ponds

Jason Hendel, owner (507) 920-5153 Adrian, MN 56110

Loosbrock Electrical Construction, LLC

-. Licensed ¢ Bonded ° Insured
Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial ¢ Agriculture

Scott Loosbrock
Owner

507-360-5418
scott@loosbrockelectric.com
www.loosbrockelectric.com
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Save energy —
maintain or repair
windows and doors

Windows, doors and
skylights are often a weak
energy link in homes.

These spots can account
for a significant portion of a
home’s heat loss in the win-
ter and heat gain in the sum-
mer. Because new windows
and doors are expensive, it
is important to determine
when repairs make sense
and when replacement is the
right choice.

Simple maintenance and
inexpensive repairs can ex-
tend the life of windows and
doors and delay the need for
replacement.

The following are some
common window and door
problems and fixes to im-
prove the performance and
durability of windows and
doors:

eDamaged

components

Cracked or missing
panes of glass in doors and
windows are obvious loca-
tions for leakage and energy
loss. Replacement is best, but
sealing with caulking can be
a good temporary fix. Older
windows may use a glazing
compound (putty) to hold
the glass to the frame.

eDefective

air-sealing

The gap between jamb
and framing may be empty
or stuffed with fiberglass
insulation. Gently removing
inside trim will reveal this
space, allowing for applica-
tion of a window and door
spray foam product or caulk-
ing. A quick and inexpensive
fix for leaky windows can be
the application of shrink-
wrapped film on the inside.

eLoose or missing

hardware.

Latches, hinges, and
the operating parts for
crank-out windows can
become loose or damaged.
Often a simple tightening of
screws will do the trick.

eImproper exte-

rior flashing.

Properly installed flash-
ing diverts water to the out-
side of the siding, prevent-
ing intrusion into the wall
or window/door unit.

eWorn or damaged

weather-stripping.

The performance and
durability of windows and
doors is tied closely to
weather-stripping. Install-
ing effective weather-
stripping will prevent air
infiltration around windows
and doors and conserve
energy.

You should weather-
strip all doors that lead to
unheated areas, such as the
attic, garage, or unheated
basement.

You can also improve
the energy efficiency of
existing windows by adding
storm windows, replacing
window sashes, and install-
ing window treatments or
coverings.

For more information
on repairing and replacing
windows and doors, see the
Home Energy Guide (pages
21-25). Check out the U.S.
Department of Energy web
pages on windows, doors,
and skylights. Our next en-
ergy tip will address energy
efficiency factors to look for
in new windows and doors.
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How big is your environmental footprint?

Eighty-three percent of Americans say they've made changes in their
shopping and living habits to protect the environment, according to Gallup.
According to research by MIT, Americans’ carbon footprint is double the
per-capita average of most of the world.

Clothing and textiles:
oThe average U.S. citizen throws away 81
pounds of clothing every year.
95 percent of worn or torn textiles can be
reused, but only 15 percrnt gets donated or
recycled.
o[t takes over 700 gallons of water to
make one new cotton t-shirt, according to
National Geographic.

Furniture:
eAmericans spent $98 billion on new
furniture in 2014, according to Statista.
eFurniture is the least recycled item in
U.S. households — only .1 percent of furniture
is recycled, according to the EPA.
oIn 2009, furniture accounted for 9.8 million
tons of household waste in the U.S. That’s 64 pounds
per person, according to EPA.

Appliances and electronics:
eIn 2014, the U.S. discarded 7 million tons of electronics and household
appliances (44 pounds per person). Only 16 percent of it was recycled.

s ' éu

Preston Power

al nines

Authorized
Dealer for

¢ Troy-bilt e Tanaka

e Remington Equipment
¢ Briggs & Stratton

e Kohler and Tecumseh

engines
e NEW Ego Equipment
e Service on all makes
and models

Stop in and check out this new
product - you won’t be disappointed!
e Mowers ¢ Leaf Blowers ¢ Chainsaws
e Trimmers ¢ Hedge Trimmers
e Power Head Systems
New mowers and power equipment are here!
Are you ready for the mowing season?

007-227-9156

Magnolia, MN

We have
ALOT
for you!

Build your new home on a beautiful lot in a charming
city with a proud past and a promising future.

BUFFA DR

"HEIGHTS
Come take a look at lots available from the Luverne

Economic Development Authority priced from $5,000
to $45,000 in five different subdivisions:

+ Sybesma Subdivision

+ Veterans Addition

+ Evergreen Addition

- Evergreen Second Addition
« Manfred Heights Addition

EVERGREEN
SECOND

The community boasts beautiful city parks, an
outstanding public school system, excellent
healthcare resources and a wide variety of activities
for people of all ages.

SYBESMA
SUBDIVISION

Luverne homeowners pay the lowest property taxes
when compared to other county seat cities in southwest
Minnesota, and a Residential Lot Incentive Program
offers a $2,500 credit per person* on the price of a lot.

There's a reason more than 4,500 are proud to call
Luverne home. In Luverne, you'll love the life!

Maps and pricing at www.cityofluverne.org under Community Information.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Holly J. Sammons
Economic Development Director

City of Luverne

P 507.449.5033
hsammons@cityofluverne.org
www.cityofluverne.com
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NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION
RENOVATIONS AND REMODELS - COMMERCIAL IIIBS
POLE BUILDINGS -COMPUTER GENERATED DESIGN - FARM SHOPS

-'H

. -BlIlE RIDGE GIIIG[E\
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Clevermga Construc’uon\
purchased and developed
eight lots in Manfred |-
Heights Addition. Each
lot has a planned duplex
townhome. Buyers can
A\ || choose which amenities |
=\ | and materials go into their
home. Once there, they

can enjoy maintenance-
free living .without: snow
|| removal” or yard work.
Check out more photos at
\cleveringaconstruction.com )

Weheveiwolebhihe
VetsyAddition

available]
flor new uilelsl

COMMERCIAL &

LUVERNE, MN - 507-920-5631 MCCLEVERINGAGQGMAILCOM | & ]
www GI.E“H““GAG"“STB“GTI"“ c“M Left to right: Landon Gacke, Cory Schoeneman, Bob Krull, Dave Sandbulte, Adam Uithoven,

Jeff Van Santen, Derek Sandbulte, Lowell Schelhaas, Karlin Van Otterloo, Merlin Cleveringa



