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High temperature for the week: 84
Low temperature for the week: 47
Average  temperature for the week:  68

Rain amount for the week: 3.01
Moisture total for July: 3.71

By Glenda McGaff ee
Th e Hills-Beaver Creek School Dis-

trict welcomes three new teachers to its 
staff  for the 2015-16 school year.

Tom Sandager is the new high 
school agriculture instructor and FFA 
adviser.

Sandager graduated from Min-
nesota State University in Mankato 
and for the past fi ve years has been an 
elementary instructor in Adrian teach-
ing second and fourth grade.

Sandager grew up in the Hills area 
and lives on a farm west of Hills.

Megan Klumper is the new English 
teacher for grades 7 -12. Klumper 
graduated from Southwest Minnesota 
State University in Marshall.

She is originally from Winner, 
South Dakota, and taught nine years at 
R/T/R in Tyler and one year at GHEC 
in Granada. Klumper and her husband, 
Matthew, live in Sioux Falls.

Kelli Yonkovich, a fi rst-year 
teacher, takes on the position of special 
education teacher for grades 6-12. She 

is originally from Blue Earth. Yonkovich 
has a bachelor’s degree from Winona 
State University.

 Her parents live in Blue Earth where 
her dad is a farmer and her mom works 
in human resources for a retail company. 

She has an older sister, Christi, who lives 
in Blaine and an older brother who lives 
in Hastings.

By Glenda McGaff ee
Glenda Kuehl and Marilyn 

Nelson have been gathering 
in Nelson’s home every Friday 
evening since February to 
make red, white and blue Hills-
Beaver Creek “Spirit Scarves.” 

Nelson said, “Glenda is 
90 percent responsible for the 
scarves and I am 3 percent. We 
want the people in the com-
munity to purchase the scarves 
to show their support for H-BC. 
Th e scarves are crocheted, 
knitted or loomed.  We are also 
making some infi nity ones.”

Th e Spirit Scarves sell for 
$15 and $20 dollars and can 
be purchased at home football 
games.  Th e fi rst H-BC home 
football game is Friday, Aug. 
28.   

All proceeds will be used to 
support the students of H-BC.

Glenda McGaffee photo/0824 H-BC scarves

Pictured Thursday, Aug. 20, at the high school open house are (from left) Donna Burgers, Zach Wagenaar, Alli LaRock, Marilyn 
Nelson and Glenda Kuehl selling Spirit Scarves. The scarves are sold as a fundraiser benefi tting H-BC students.

Hills-Beaver Creek welcomes new teachers for 2015-16

‘Spirit 
Scarves’ to 
benefi t H-BC 
students

Megan Klumper, 7-12 English teacher Tom Sandager, agriculture instructor and 
FFA adviser

Kelli Yonkovich, 6-12 special education
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By Glenda McGaff ee
Wilfred and Evelyn Stueven 

will observe their 60th wedding 
anniversary with an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 
30, at the Tuff  Village in Hills.

Th ey were united in mar-
riage Sept. 2, 1955, at Peace 
Lutheran Church in Rock Rap-
ids, Iowa. Evelyn wore a white 
wedding gown purchased in 
Worthington. 

Wilfred grew up on a farm 
near George, Iowa, and Evelyn 
on a farm near Hills.  

With a twinkle in his eye 
Wilfred said, “I found her at a 
dime store, and like Christo-
pher Columbus, took a chance.”  

Evelyn worked at Renfro 
Variety Store in Luverne.  Wil-
fred’s friends Larine and Walter 
Oeding informed him of the at-
tractive young lady who worked 

at the store, and he decided 
to meet her. He purchased a 
cookie sheet and also found 
his wife.

After their marriage they 
lived on farms near George 
and Rock Rapids, Iowa, and 
Pipestone.  When Evelyn’s fa-
ther, Eli Kitchenmaster, died in 
1968, they moved to a farm near 
Hills where they resided until 
retiring in 1988 and moving to 
Luverne.  

In 2012 they moved to 
the Tuff  Village where Wilfred 
spends his time painting pic-
tures by number and Evelyn 
enjoys crocheting. 

Th eir children, Harlan and 
Sue Stueven, Hills, Paul and 
Marlene Stueven, Fairmont, 
and Marlene and Joe Quincey, 
George, Iowa, will host the an-
niversary open house. 

Hills Christian School
 Annual Labor Day

Hills Christian School Gym, 501 Central Ave, Hills

PANCAKE
 BREAKFAST

pancake, sausages, coffee, juice & milk
– freewill donations accepted – 

SEPTEMBER 7   7:00-10:30am

UPDATED DAILY
news • sports

videos • opinion
columns • photos
star-herald.com

By Glenda McGaff ee
Th is week I’d like to share 

two recipes with you.

Apple Cinnamon Bread
1/3 cup brown sugar (not 

packed)
1 teaspoon ground cin-

namon
2/3 cup white sugar
1/2 cup butter, softened
2 eggs
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla 

extract
1 1/2 cups all-purpose 

fl our
1 3/4 teaspoons baking 

powder
1/2 cup milk
1 apple,  peeled and 

chopped
Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees.
Grease and fl our a 9x5-

inch loaf pan. Mix brown 
sugar and cinnamon together 
in a bowl and set aside.

Beat white sugar and 
butter together in a bowl 
using an electric mixer, until 
smooth and creamy. Beat in 
eggs, 1 at a time, until incor-

porated; add vanilla extract.
Combine fl our and baking 

powder together in another 
bowl; stir into creamed butter 
mixture. Mix milk into batter 
until smooth. Pour half the 
batter into the prepared loaf 
pan.

Next add half the apples 
and half the brown sugar 
cinnamon mixture. Lightly 
pat apple mixture into batter. 
Pour the remaining batter over 
apple layer, top with remaining 
apples and add more brown 
sugar/cinnamon mixture. 
Lightly pat apples into bat-
ter; swirl brown sugar mixture 
through apples using a fi nger 
or spoon.

Bake in the preheated 
oven until a toothpick inserted 
in the center of the loaf comes 
out clean, 30 to 40 minutes.

For an end of the summer 
treat or after school snack try 
these delicious Mini Corndog 
Muffi  ns. For an extra dose of 
summery picnic goodness 
serve with a side of baked 
beans.

Mini Corndog Muffi  ns
1 package Jiff y Corn Muf-

fi n Mix
1 egg
1/3 cup milk
3-4 hot dogs (can use 3 bun 

length dogs)
Nonstick cooking spray
Preheat oven to 400 de-

grees. Generously coat cups of 
mini muffi  n pan with nonstick 
cooking spray and set aside.

Prepare corn muffi  n mix 
as instructed on box; whisk to-
gether egg and milk and stir in 
dry muffi  n mix until incorpo-
rated and still slightly lumpy. 
Allow to  rest for 5 minutes. Cut 
hot dogs into 1-inch pieces.

Using a #40 ice/cream 
cookie scoop (or a tablespoon 
measure), place one scoop/
dollop into each mini muffi  n 
cup until no batter remains. 
Place one hot dog section in 
the middle of each fi lled muf-
fi n cup. Bake for 10 minutes. 
Remove, run a knife around 
the edge of the mini cups to 
loosen them and turn out. En-
joy your homemade mini corn 
dog bites immediately! 

By Glenda McGaffee
Whither-soever

10 years ago (2005)
•Hills-Beaver Creek School Board mem-

bers toured district school buildings during 
Monday’s meeting.

A tour of the H-BC high school building 
primarily focused on the damage and subse-
quent repairs from a leaky roof.

20 years ago (1995)
•An off er is on the table, and the Hills 

City Council is ready to sell.
Kelly Demuth of Hills approached the 

council during their August 22 meeting and 
off ered $13,000 for the municipal liquor 
store. Th e council decided to sell the store 
this spring, after t he business failed to show 
a profi t for a number of consecutive years.

50 years ago (1965)
•A fi re, which broke out about 7 a.m. 

Tuesday, completely destroyed the Ash 
Creek store in the little ghost town, east of 
Hills and Steen.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert DePauw owned and 
operated the place and lived there with their 

children. While the place was a total loss, fortu-
nately, none of its occupants were injured.

75 years ago (1940)
•Th ree hundred persons attended the an-

nual picnic of the Van Maanen Holland family 
held in Terrace park in Sioux Falls last Th urs-
day. In 1882 three brothers came to America 
from Holland and the persons attending were 
all descendants of these three and one cousin. 
Th ose present from Hills and neighboring 
towns were: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Berghorst, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bert Berghorst, John Berghorst of 
Hills; H.J. Berghorst and family of Beaver Creek; 
Joe Berghorst and family, Ed Berghorst and 
family of Hull, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Dooyema 
and family of Edgerton.

100 years ago (1915)
•A. Gordon sold his blacksmith tools and 

good will to Milo Delap of Valley Springs last 
Monday afternoon. Th e new blacksmith is an 
old-timer at the business and we hope he will 
enjoy a good rushing business. 

Peekin' 
    in the Past

www.hillscrescent.com
is your FREE source for local news

Stuevens observe 60th 
wedding anniversary with 

open house Sunday, Aug. 30
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Congratulations

•

WILL CELEBRATE THEIR 
60th60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

WITH AN OPEN HOUSE ON 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 
2:00 TO 4:00 PM

TUFF VILLAGE
301 COUNTY ROAD 6 | HILLS, MN 

THE COUPLE REQUESTS NO GIFTS PLEASE

WILFRED AND EVELYN STUEVEN WILFRED AND EVELYN STUEVEN 

Hello from the Tuff  Me-
morial Home! 

Th is week the facility has 
been experiencing a GI illness 
and while some activities have 
been cancelled or resched-
uled, fun was still to be had by 
many. 

Bingo was canceled on 
Monday but the family of Jim 
Leenderts blessed the facility 
with delicious cakes to cele-
brate. Cake and ice cream was 
brought around to resident 
rooms and appreciated by all. 
Tuesday afternoon Glenda 
picked up the book reading 
activity and read two more 
chapters from “Th e Secret” by 
Beverly Lewis. 

On Wednesday the Ka-
raoke Krooner, Marlin Olson, 
was here and sang the favor-
ites from the ’50s and ’60s. 
Residents were not afraid to 
do the twist! Later Wednesday 
afternoon the residents joined 
together and shared memories 
of their days in school. Th ey 
remembered having bread, 
sandwiches, cookies and cake, 
and sometimes fruit for lunch. 
Th ey also shared stories about 
games they played and even 
if they got in trouble! One 
resident remembered a boy in 
her class picking on her, so she 
took his lunch pail and hid it 
behind the outhouse!  

Th ursday morning three 
residents enjoyed breakfast at 
the casino and all were thank-
ful to have Bingo that after-
noon. On Friday morning the 
craft group met and worked on 
tying fl eece blankets to donate 
to a birthing center. Residents 
enjoyed this activity. If anyone 
had extra fl eece remnants and 
would like to bring them to the 
facility, please contact Shateen 
in the activities department . 

Friday afternoon residents 
and staff  joined together for a 
Lays Potato Chip tasting. Th is 
summer Lays has put together 
four new potato chip fl avors: 
New York Reuben, southern 
biscuits and gravy, West Coast 
truffl  e fries and Greektown 
Gyro. Residents and staff  
tasted each fl avor and ranked 
them from 1-10. Th e winner? 
Southern biscuits and gravy! 
Residents felt the chip did not 
really taste like biscuits and 
gravy, but were still delicious. 
Stan Van Wyhe, maintenance 
director, stated, “Doesn’t taste 
too bad!” In last place was the 
West Coast Truffl  e Fries. Th eir 

vote will be shared with Lays. 
Events for the next week:
•Th ursday, Aug. 27: 10 a.m. Bake 

and taste. 
•Friday, Aug. 28: 2:30 p.m. 

Monthly birthday party. 
•Saturday, Aug. 29: 1:30 p.m. 

Bean bag toss. 
•Monday, Aug. 31: 2:30 p.m. 

Bingo. 
•Wednesday, Sept. 2: 10 a.m. Gi-

ant marbles. 2 p.m. Resident council 
meeting. 

John Tilstra and Phyllis Sch-
weitzer returned from the hospital 
this week.

We extend our prayers for quick 
healing for Rosa Sandstede who is in 
the hospital.

Iris Fodness will celebrate her 
birthday Monday, Aug. 24, and Bryce 
Smiens will celebrate his birthday 
Monday, Aug. 31. 

You know the saying, the older 
you get, the wiser you become, so go 
grab a bag of Lay’s Southern Biscuits 
and Gravy and see if you agree with us 
here at Tuff  Memorial Home! 

The Tuff Memorial Home residents and staff have chosen Southern Biscuits and Gravy as their favorite fl avor of Lays Potato Chips. 
Pictured are (front, left)  Florence Javers, Jim Leenderts, Glenda McGaffee, Toots Van Iperen, Etta DeJongh, Amy DeBoer, (middle 
row), Deb Slegers, Jerrien DeBoer, Lucille Gangestad, Burdell Rowe, Bernice Aukes, John Tilstra, (back) Pearl Sundem, Dan Brower, 
Alma Rowe, Ann Tilstra, Brooke Van Wettering and Autumn Olson .

Tuff activities d irector Shateen Lichter does the twist with Esther VandeHoef, while 
Diane Thompson laughs.

Tuff News
By Shateen Lichter
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WEEKLY 
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Do you have a story idea for the Crescent? 
Call Glenda at 507-962-3697

410 W 2ND, HILLS
Perennial Paradise on over 1 acre of land. This home 
features 3 bedrooms, with a main fl oor laundry room, 
a full bath and a 2nd 3/4 bath in the lower level. If you 
have a love of nostalgia you love the antique bar from 
Jasper, MN in the lower level family room. In 1993 
custom cabinetry was installed in the kitchen with a 
separate island and desk unit. Appliances are included 
with the sale and you’ll love the kitchen pantry area for 
extra storage. The bathroom vanity and make up vanity 
plus several additional areas will feature similar cus-
tom made cabinetry as the kitchen. The 4 season room 
is fl ooded with light during the day but when you re-
quire a little privacy you’ll appreciate the quality that 
can be fund in the insulated binds. All other window 
treatments are included with the home as well. A list of 
trees, perennials and shrubbery will be included with 
disclosures. This is a well maintained property that you 
must see to appreciate the immaculate condition.

$109,900

705 S ELIZABETH, HILLS

Matt Larson - Broker

www.ElbersAuction.com

offi ce: 507-962-3433
home: 507-962-3432

cell: 507-920-6131
keith@realestateretrievers.com

Amazing fi nd for this 2005 built 5 bedroom 3 bath 
family home. This home features an updated interior 
with a freshly painted main level, new fl oor covering 
in the kitchen and living room and new stainless 
steel appliances in the kitchen. The home features 
a GEO Thermal heating and cooling system. Back up 
heat is in place if necessary. The master bedroom is 
a spacious room with a walk in closet and spacious 
master bath. The lower level is fi nished with 2 bed-
room, bath and large family room which walks out 
to the Tiki style patio with bar area. This is a perfect 
place to call home - call your favorite agent today.

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Hills-Beaver Creek Patriots 
enjoyed a successful start to 
the 2015 football season Satur-
day in Westbrook.
With Isaiah Vis running the 
ball for 147 yards and four 
touchdowns and quarterback 
Zach Scholten throwing for 
two touchdowns and running 
for another, H-BC coasted to a 
56-14 victory over Westbrook-
Walnut Grove.
“Both off ensively and defen-
sively, we played pretty well,” 
said a satisfi ed H-BC coach Rex 
Metzger.
“We moved the ball every time 
we had the ball off ensively and 
only had to punt once in the 
game’s fourth quarter. Our de-
fense limited them to 13 rush-
ing yards and 107 total yards in 
the fi rst half and came up with 
a pick six. It was a good way to 
start the year.”
Th e Patriots opened a com-
manding 42-0 lead in the fi rst 
half and scored the fi rst 14 
points of the second half to set 
the stage for a rout.
After forcing W-WG to punt 
three plays into the game, the 
H-BC off ense moved the ball 
56 yards in eight plays with Vis 
scoring on a two-yard touch-
down plunge.
Scholten fi red a successful 
conversion pass to Vis follow-
ing the touchdown to make it 
8-0.
Th e Patriots upped their lead 
to 22-0 before the fi rst quarter 
was complete.
Following a punt by W-WG, H-
BC’s next off ensive play turned 
into a 71-yard touchdown 
pass from Scholten to Cooper 
Vaughn.
W-WG was attempting to 
punt when a bad snap eluded 
the punter as the period pro-
gressed. Th e punter attempted 
to pass the ball, but H-BC’s 
Dylan Forshey came up with 
an interception before return-
ing it 15 yards for a touchdown.
A successful conversion run 
by Trenton Bass followed the 
touchdown.
Th e onslaught continued in 
the second quarter, when the 
Patriots produced 20 points.
A seven-play, 54-yard drive 
capped by a two-yard touch-
down run by Scholten was fol-
lowed by a successful Schol-
ten-to-Bass conversion pass 
early in the second period.

An interception by Bass set up 
a seven-play, 63-yard drive 
capped by an eight-yard run by 
Vis as the period progressed.
An interception by Michael 
Taubert moments later set up 
a three-play possession ending 
with a 16-yard touchdown pass 
from Scholten to Bass.
Th ree of H-BC’s six touchdowns 
in the fi rst half came after 
W-WG interceptions.
“We won the turnover battle 
(3-0), which always is a key,” 
Metzger said.
H-BC upped its lead to 56-0 by 
scoring twice early in the third 
quarter.
Th e Patriots moved the ball 51 
yards in eight plays during the 
opening possession of the sec-
ond half.
Vis capped the march with a 20-
yard touchdown burst.
Th e H-BC defense stopped 
W-WG on downs at the Char-
gers’ 49-yard line as the third 
quarter progressed.
Vis completed his four-touch-
down eff ort with a 19-yard run 
eight plays later and Preston 
Maassen carried in the ensuing 
two-point conversion.
Th e Chargers snapped H-BC’s 
run of registering 56 consecu-
tive points when Anthony Ross 
tossed a 17-yard touchdown 
pass to Kyle Kuehl before hook-
ing up with Matt Kleven for a 
successful conversion pass late 
in the third quarter.
W-WG’s Remmington Parker 
hauled in a 19-yard touchdown 
pass from Andrew Quade to cap 
the scoring with two minutes 
left in the game.
H-BC hosts 1-0 Cleveland Fri-
day.

Team statistics
H-BC: 274 rushing yards, 126 passing 
yards, 400 total yards, 14 fi rst downs, 
eight penalties for 55 yards, zero turn-
overs.
W-WG: 67 rushing yards, 167 passing 
yards, 234 total yards, 13 fi rst downs, 
three penalties for 45 yards, three turn-
overs.

Individual statistics
Passing: Scholten 5-6 for 126 yards.
Receiving: Vaughn 1-71, Bass 3-37, Vis 
1-18.
Rushing: Vis 22-147, Stuart Plimpton 
5-32, Scholten 3-7, Bass 7-71, Maassen 
2-2, Jax Wysong 1-minus 4, Easton Har-
nack 1-4, Hunter Bork 1-15.
Defense: Jed Burgers four tackles, Vis 
eight tackles, Drew Forshey seven tack-
les, Plimpton 10 tackles, Bass fi ve tack-
les and one interception, Maassen seven 
tackles, Logan Leuthold eight tackles, 
Dylan Forshey four tackles, one sack and 
one interception, Jacob Wingert three 
tackles, Taubert one interception.

Patriots roll to big 
victory in Westbrook

Open houses
Wilfred and Evelyn Stueven will celebrate 

their 60th wedding anniversary with an open 
house from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 30, at the 
Tuff  Village, 301 County Rd. 6, Hills, MN. Th ey 
request no gifts.

Meetings
Blue Mound Quilters will meet at 7 p.m. 

Monday, Aug. 31, in the basement of the Rock 
County Community Library. Packets for hos-
pice quilt blocks will be handed out. Visitors 
welcome. 

 Sound Cascade Sweet Adeline Chorus 
rehearses at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Prairie 
Creek, 4400 W. Creekside Dr., Sioux Falls. Call 
507-597-6288.

TOPS #698 Luverne (Take Off  Pounds 
Sensibly) meets for weigh-in at 8 a.m. every 
Th ursday at Pizza Ranch in Luverne. Th e meet-
ing follows at 8:30 a.m.

Al-Anon meets at 6:30 p.m. Th ursdays in 
the Buff alo Ridge Meeting Room (lower level) 
at the Sanford Medical Center in Luverne. Call 
Stephanie at 449-1246.

Narcotics Anonymous meets at 7 p.m. Fri-
days in the basement of St. Catherine Catholic 
Rectory, 203 E. Brown St., Luverne. Use east 
door. Call Shawn at 507-220-3180.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Saturdays in the Rock County 
Community Library. Call 605-321-4324.

Brandon area Al-Anon meets at 8 p.m. 
Monday and Th ursday evenings and at 11 a.m. 
Saturdays at 209 Elm Street (behind VFW) in 
Brandon, S.D. Call 605-215-9947 with ques-
tions.

Weight Watchers meets every Monday in 
First Presbyterian Church, Luverne. Weigh-in 
is from 5 to 5:30 p.m. and the meeting is from 
5:30 to 6 p.m. Call 283-2576 with questions.

Community Meal Aug. 26
Th e free Fourth Wednesday Community 

Meal will be at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 26, 
at the United Methodist Church in Luverne.

Bus trip to Senior Citizens Day 
at State Fair Aug. 31

Th ere are still seats left on the bus to 
the Minnesota State Fair on Senior Citizens 
Day Monday, Aug. 31. 

Th e charter bus will also stop at 
Worthington and Windom. Fee is $45 for 
bus and admission. Call the Luverne Com-
munity Education offi  ce at 283-4724 to sign 
up.

Women of Rock County Fine 
Arts show at Carnegie

Women of Rock County Fine Arts will 
show their new art work during the month 
of August at the Carnegie Cultural Center. 

Th e show includes work by Naidine 
Aanenson, Cindy Reverts, Kristen Peterson, 
Carol Ceynowa, Lois Young, Kathy Deusch-
le, Nan Kaufenberg, Judy Edenstrom, Mary 
Petersen, Lori Hallsrom and Kaia Nowatzki.

Rock County 4-H to host Lego 
Robotics Open House

Lego Robotics Open House will be at 
7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 31, at the community 
meeting room next to the Extension Offi  ce 
in the Health and Human Services Building 
at 2 Roundwind Road, Luverne, MN. For 
more information, contact Rock County 
Extension at 507-283-1302.

Luverne Area MOPS kick-off  
meeting set for Sept. 9

Luverne Area MOPS (mothers of pre-
schoolers) kick-off  meeting for the 2015-
2016 year will be Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 
Living Rock Church. 

Registration is required. For more 
information contact Wanda Jarchow at 507-
283-9664.

community news
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Close the Gate
By Nancy Kraayenhof

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.

M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

Member FDIC

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210
h

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
231 S Main,  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

My mom h eart
My mom heart is broken.

Th ree of my day care children 
are headed off  to other adven-
tures. Danielyn, who was back 
for the summer, is so ready to 
start the fi rst grade in Len-
nox. Sam and Makson, both of 
whom I’ve had for years, are 
dashing off  to kindergarten 
at two diff erent Sioux Falls 
schools. I won’t be able to 
see any of them after school 
because of the distance, but 
perhaps school holidays can 
bring them back into my arms.

Th ree of the grandchil-
dren, whom we have had the 
utmost pleasure of spending 
a great deal of time with this 
summer both at daycare and 
at Grandpa’s farm, are darting 
off  to school in Baltic. Th ey 
took turns spending the night 
with us pretty much all sum-
mer long and it was a genuine 
blessing. Gage (can it be true?) 
is a fi fth-grader this year. Kai-
den will tackle and enjoy third 
grade, and Holly, with her four 
front teeth missing, will dance 
and spin her way into the fi rst 

grade. Th ey are making the 
transition from the large num-
bers of the Harrisburg school 
system to the much smaller 
one, and they will blossom and 
shine there. Th ey are the types 
of children who would do well 
anywhere, though.

And, by far, the biggest 
break in my mom heart is Jon-
athan, a former day care child, 
all grown up and 24 years old, 
who went off  to Heaven on 
Friday, Aug. 21, as a result of 
a rollover accident on the in-
terstate. He wasn’t wearing his 
seat belt, was ejected from the 
car and passed away a short 
time later in the hospital.

Th irty years of doing day 
care in December and this is 
the fi rst of my day care chil-
dren that I have lost. Sure, 
I’ve wept sending them off  to 
school with my selfi sh desire 
to keep them little and with 
me forever. Yes, I’ve silently 
threatened to put bricks on 
their heads to keep them from 
growing up, but it doesn’t 
work.

I’ve prayed. I’ve wished 

on stars. I’ve even tried to 
strike up deals with God in 
my self-serving thoughts of 
keeping them all tucked under 
my wings like a mother hen. 
Just for a little while longer? 
Please? Th ey’re too little to be 
scooting off  out of my sight.

Th ey should be out there 
in my yard or in the tree house 
or sitting in the sandbox or 
looking for bugs under the bug 
board by the back shed.

Th ey should be baking 
cookies with me and argu-
ing about who gets to lick the 
beaters. Th ey should be sit-
ting at the craft table cutting, 
coloring, gluing, glittering and 
creating masterpieces and 
memories.

Th ey should be setting 
up restaurants in the living 
room and building forts out of 
card tables and blankets. Th ey 
should be donning their capes 
and masks and transforming 
instantly into Super Heroes 
out to rid the world of injustice 
and evil.

Th ey should be surround-
ing me as I read our favorite 

book, “Th e Bear,” and shout-
ing out the next word when I 
pause.

Th ey should be accompa-
nying me on walks to rum-
mage sales, the playground 
next door, the park down the 
street and the fl ea-market-
type used furniture store 
down the street. Th ey should 
be counting the blossoms on 
our miniature pumpkin vine 
and anticipating how many 
little pumpkins we are going 
to have. Th ey should be sing-
ing our nani kaki song to the 
babies.

And now one of my little 
chickens has gone off  to glory.

It’s hard. It sucks. It breaks 
my mom heart every time one 
of my borrowed babies heads 
down that growing up road, 
and I wonder just how many 
times this old heart can take it. 
How many hundreds of tears 
have silently rolled down these 
cheeks as I send them on their 
way with a false smile, tremu-
lous encouraging words and a 
tight hug that never wants to 
let go? And now there’s one I 

won’t see again until I get to 
heaven myself.

And my mom heart is 
shattered for his mother, 
Lori, who became my fast 
friend many years ago 
when I started watching her 
children. A mother should 
never have to bury her child. 
It is injustice at its height. 
It is a true crime. I cannot 
even fathom her pain. My 
mom heart is about to burst 
with anger. I sob deeply and 
uncontrollably for her loss 
because, even though she 
will meet her son again on 
the other side, that doesn’t 
lessen the throbbing anguish 
right now.

And my mom heart 
mourns the loss of a brother 
and only sibling for Amber. 
It’s just not fair.

I’ll close the gate on my 
selfi sh wishes as we cling to 
one another. What could feel 
more pain on earth than the 
broken heart of a mother?

Cleverly disguised as a 
Responsible Adult, I’m Nancy 
Kraayenhof. ©2015

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave.
Valley Springs, S.D.
igtwlb@knology.net

Bill Bates, Pastor
Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship. 10 a.m. Fellowship. 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages. 

Valley Springs Reformed Church
701 Sunnyside Ave.
Valley Springs, S.D.

Ph. 605-757-6640
Norman Bouwens, Pastor

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship. 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School. 

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St. 

Beaver Creek 
Ph. 673-2428 

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship. 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School. 

Th ird Wednesdays: 1:30 p.m. Deborah Circle.

First Lutheran Church
300 Maple St. 

Valley Springs, S.D. 
Ph. 605-757-6662

fi rstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Ray Heidenson, Pastor

Sunday, Aug. 31: 9 a.m. Worship Service. 

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St.

Garretson, S.D.
Ph. 507-597-6257 

fi rstpalisade@alliancecom.net

Ray Heidenson, Pastor
Th ursday, Aug. 27: 1:30 p.m. WELCA meeting. 
Sunday, Aug. 31: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service.

Steen Reformed Church
112 W. Church Ave. Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Sunday, Aug 30: 9:30 a.m. Worship; Pulpit 

Supply: Jeff  Th underberg. 6:30 p.m. RCYF. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Interim Pastor Grant Fisher

112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270

e-mail: bethlehemluth@alliance com.net
Th ursday, Aug. 27: TED Talk live streaming 

on Stewardship. 
Sunday, Aug. 30: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff  Cha-

pel. 10 a.m. Worship at Bethlehem. 
Tuesday, Sept. 1: 2:30 p.m. Tuff  Home Bible 

Study. 3:15 p.m. Tuff  Village Bible Study. 
Wednesday, Aug. 2: 9 a.m. Quilting. 7 p.m. 

Board meeting. 8 p.m. Council meeting. 
Th ursday, Sept 3: 5:30 to 7 p.m. Santana 

Wysong bridal shower in the church basement.

Hills United Reformed Church
410 E. Central Ave., Hills 

Offi  ce Ph. 962-3254
e-mail: hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship Ser-

vices. Sunday School and Catechism after morn-
ing worship.

1st Sunday of each month: Fellowship dinner 
after Sunday School
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(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN
Member FDIC

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
507-283-2366

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.

M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

Hidden Hills Cafe
214 S. Main, Hills, MN

507-962-3498

Irwin Rozeboom, owner
Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop Phone: 507-673-2232
Home Phone: 507-673-2488

New Prairie
Insulation

Beaver Creek, Minn.

507-673-2548

Leenderts Lawn Care
Arlen Leenderts

Lawn Spraying, Aeration, 
Mowing

507-962-3794

Country Cupboards
"Where Fine Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!"

2 miles S. of Luverne on Hwy. 75
Phone 507-283-8176

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
Hill, Minn.

507-962-3267

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138

507-962-3251
after hours 507-962-3479

sanfordluverne.org

Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne

507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich
Katherine L. Jauert

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

507-962-3267

John Rittenhouse photo/0827 hbc volleyball team

Twelve athletes open the season on the roster of the 2015 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team. Team members include 
(front row, from left) Olivia Richards, Avery Wysong, Paige Tilstra, Thea Richards, Mekayla Kolbrek, Courtney Kruger, (back) Tessa 
Klarenbeek, Avery Van Roekel, Jasmine Lingen, Sidney Fick, Ashley Esselinkand Payton Kelderman.

Cooper Vaughn

Tessa Klarenbeek

Thea Richards

Payton Kelderman Drew ForsheyTrenton KrachtStuart Plimpton

Scott Adams, broker 507-0840•Gene Cragoe broker lic in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

For more details stop by, call or visit our Web Site
www.cragoe.com

2015 Senior Athletes

H I L L S
BAR

208 S Main, Hills

Welcome back, hills-beaver creek high school athletes

John Rittenhouse photo/0827 hbc football team

The 2015 Hills-Beaver Creek football team includes (front row, from left) Luke LaRock, Hunter Bork, Easton Harnack, Kyle 
Kueter, Bailey Susie, Noah Hellerud, George Merson, Nick Kiers, Garrett Raymon, (middle) Jax Wysong, Logan Leuthold, Isaiah 
Vis, Zach Scholten, Dylan Forshey, Jed Burgers, Michael Taubert, Wyatt Westrum, (back) Trenton Bass, Drew Forshey, Dylan 
Taubert, Cooper Vaughn, Josh Kueter, Trenton Kracht, Jacob Wingert, Stuart Plimpton, Dean Fuerstenberg, Jesse Elbers, 
Dylan Thieszen and Dawson Leenderts.

Hills  •  Steen  •  Beaver Creek

The Hills

CRESCENT

S. Highway 75  •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9555 or 800-956-9556
www.luvernefarmstore.com
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Sanford Luverne is ready for you...

500-53610-0057   12/14

when you’re ready for baby.
Sanford Luverne has free classes to help you prepare for your baby. 
Classes are held in the Sanford Luverne Blue Mound Room.

Offers support and information when you are making 
this important decision.

 What to expect during labor and delivery, signs of             
pre-term labor, postpartum care and more.

 Helps you prepare for caring for your newborn              
at home.

Features factual, practical research to provide 
the benefits of  breastfeeding.

Gives parents CPR skills and informatin on choking, SIDS and 
tips for preventing accidents at home.

Designed to provide you with the 
knowledge and tools to continue breastfeeding after returning to work.

A time to gather with other 
moms and talk all things baby in a relaxed atmosphere.

Easy to learn techniques for making 
gourmet meals your little one is sure to enjoy.

Call (507) 449-1148 or visit 
sanfordluverne.org for 
class dates and times

The Beaver Creek Presbyterian Church cel-
ebrated 50 years in its present location Aug. 
22 and 23. 

At left: Al Ver Burg, pastor from 1998 to 2001, 
and Sara Hagna, pastor from 1992 to 1998, 
spoke during an outdoor worship service Sun-
day, Aug. 23, with members, past members, 
family and friends in attendance. A catered 
meal was served following the worship service.

Below, top: Tess Van Maanen, Hills, rides a 
horse Saturday at the anniversary celebration. 
The horses were provided by Dawn and Joni 
Vander Beek from Edgerton and are part of 
the Rock County 4-H Horse program.

Below, middle: Reagan Gangestad, Luverne, 
is pictured having her face painted by Andrew 
Blank Saturday, Aug. 22, at the Beaver Creek 
Presbyterian Church celebration.

Below, bottom: Jackson Van Maanen, Hills, 
slides down the jumping castle infl atable 
Saturday at the Beaver Creek Presbyterian 
Church  celebration.

Photos by Glenda McGaffee

Beaver Creek Presbyterian Church celebrates 50 years
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283-2333 
to advertise 

in the Crescent
and ask for Chantel

(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

Log onto www.exchangestatebankmn.comLog onto www.exchangestatebankmn.com

for Internet Banking 
and

now you can sign up 
for

E-STATEMENTS
A safe and easy way for 

banking.

Call your local bank 
branch for more 

information.

Name the graduates of 1936
This photo of the Hills High School class of 1936 was submitted by Ron Feucht, whose mother,  
Ruby Sexe Feucht, was a graduate. She is pictured on the far right column, third one up from the 
bottom. Other students identifi ed include Pearl Roning Sundem at the top, just left of the word 
“Hills,” Opal Rye Nelson in the far right column, second one up from the bottom, and Clara Brovold 
Rentschler in the bottom row, second from the left. Can you identify anyone else in this photo? 
If you can, contact the Hills Crescent editor, Glenda McGaffee, at glendasam2000@yahoo.com.

By Lori Sorenson
Gevo Inc. and Butamax 

Advanced Biofuels have 
agreed to share patents 
and licensure on bio-based 
isobutanol, ending years of 
litigation between the two 
companies.

Th e agreement, which 
creates a new development 
relationship between the 
two companies, means that 
isobutanol production will 
increase at the Luverne plant 
(formerly Agri-Energy Etha-
nol Plant).

“We actually have been 
running IBA in limited cam-
paigns this year. In fact, we 
just fi nished one,” said Gevo 
CEO Patrick Gruber.

“Th e fermentation tech-
nology is working well. We 
will be turning our attention 
to establishing continuous 
IBA production at Luverne 
now that this is behind us. 
We need to install some more 
equipment at the plant, like a 
distillation column.”

According to company 
statements released Mon-
day, the new relationship 
between Gevo and Butamax 
is aimed at leveraging each 
other’s strengths and accel-
erating development of com-
petitive supply for bio-based 
isobutanol.

Th e cross-license agree-
ment grants both parties 
patent licenses to all fi elds 
for isobutanol and is struc-
tured to develop sustainable 
isobutanol markets. 

Th e license will be 
royalty-bearing for Butamax 
in certain fi elds and royalty-
bearing for Gevo in other 
fi elds.  

Th ere are also a number 
of fi elds that are royalty-free 
for both companies. Both 
parties can sell up to 30 mil-
lion gallons per year royalty-
free into any fi eld.

Butamax to lead 
development for road fuel

Butamax (a joint venture 
between BP and DuPont) will 
take the lead role in develop-
ing the market for isobuta-
nol as an on-road gasoline 
blendstock.  

Th is will include pro-
gressing ongoing programs 
to gain required EPA approv-
als for mainstream use of 
16 percent isobutanol as a 
gasoline blend component. 

Butamax has also con-
ducted joint research with 
Underwriters Laboratories, 

which has demonstrated that 
these blends can be used 
safely in fuel storage and dis-
pensing equipment. 

Th is could clear the way 
for state government agencies 
to approve dispensing biobu-
tanol-gasoline fuel blends in 
the United States.

Gevo to lead development for 
jet fuel market

In parallel, Gevo will lead 
development of the jet fuel 
market. 

Gevo has been producing 
and selling alcohol-to-jet fuel 
(ATJ) derived from isobutanol 
since 2011. 

To date, Gevo’s ATJ has 
been produced at its demo 
biorefi nery in Silsbee, Texas, 
using isobutanol produced 
at its Luverne, Minnesota, 
fermentation facility. 

Th e company has suc-
cessfully fl own test  fl ights 
with the U.S. Air Force, U.S. 
Army and U.S. Navy and now 
expects to secure the MIL-
SPEC certifi cation (JP-8 and 
JP-5) enabling bids on future 
renewable jet fuel by the De-
fense Logistics Agency. 

Gevo also intends to 
begin test fl ights with the 
commercial aviation indus-
try, including Alaska Airlines, 
following receipt of ASTM 
International certifi cation, ex-
pected before the end of 2015.

While Butamax and Gevo 
have cross-licensed all of their 
patents for making and using 
isobutanol, both parties will 
have their own biocatalyst 
and process technologies.  

“We are very pleased to 
have reached this amicable 
and fair settlement. Setting up 
the marketing relationships, 
as we have done, brings to 
bear the capabilities of each of 
the companies,” Gruber said. 

“We very much look 
forward to developing a very 
large, growing and profi table 
isobutanol market in conjunc-
tion with Butamax.”

Paul Beckwith, Butamax 
CEO, agreed.

“Th e aim of these agree-
ments is to accelerate devel-
opment of markets for bio-
based isobutanol,” Beckwith 
said. 

“Th is will create excit-
ing opportunities for ethanol 
producers to expand their 
businesses by becoming 
isobutanol producers, at the 
same time enabling the most 
competitive isobutanol supply 
for customers.”

Gevo, Butamax 
end patent dispute
Agree to share role in developing 

markets for bio-based isobutanol; 
settlement ends all litigation
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Hog producer Curt Schil-
ling is proposing to expand 
his feedlot production from a 
2,400-head fi nishing facility 
by adding a second 2,400-
head barn, for a total of 4,800 
fi nishing hogs.

Schilling proposes to 
store manure in reinforced 
concrete storage pits below 
the new barn, similar to the 
existing barn. 

Following a manure-
management plan, he will 
pump the manure in the fall 
and inject it into cropland for 
use as fertilizer. 

Schilling’s manure-
application sites are in Grand 
Prairie Township in Nobles 
County or Kanaranzi Town-
ship in Rock County.

As required by state 
rules, the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency (MPCA) 
prepared an Environmen-
tal Assessment Worksheet 
(EAW) on the proposed 
expansion. 

Th e public may submit 
written comments on the 
Schilling feedlot expansion 
EAW until 4:30 p.m. Sept. 16, 
2015.

A National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination Sys-
tem/State Disposal System 
(NPDES/SDS) general permit 

for construction and operation 
of both the existing and new 
feedlot facilities is on public 
notice concurrently.

State agencies use the EAW 
to help decide whether a more 
complete Environmental Im-
pact Statement is needed. 

Th e EAW covers site loca-
tion details, nearby resources 
and other elements, including 
wells, soil types, water use, 
manure management, air and 
odor emissions, and traffi  c.

Th e worksheet for this proj-
ect may be seen on the MPCA’s 
Public Notices webpage. It’s 
also available by calling Beth 
Tegdesch at 651-757-2100. 

Written comments should 
be sent by email to Kevin Kain 
at kevin.kain@state.mn.us or 
mailed to Kevin Kain, MPCA, 
520 Lafayette Road N., Saint 
Paul, MN 55155-4194.

On Aug. 19, 2015, the 
MPCA posted the draft NPDES/
SDS permit on its Public No-
tices webpage at http://www.
pca.state.mn.us/yrwc6a9. 

Written comments on the 
NPDES/SDS permit should be 
sent to George Schwint (phone 
320-894-5866) by email at 
george.schwint@state.mn.us 
or mailed to George Schwint, 
MPCA, 1601 E. Hwy. 12, Will-
mar, MN 56201.

Glenda McGaffee photo/0824 bikers from Denmark

Paul Klitnaes (left) and Jasper Eliassen, bikers from Denmark traveling across America, are 
pictured here at the Hills Rez Wednesday, August 12.

By Glenda McGaff ee
Jasper Eliassen, 49, and 

Paul Klitnaes, 47, both from 
Denmark, are biking across 
America from New York to 
California. Th ey stopped in 
Hills Tuesday, Aug. 11, and 
dined at Hidden Hills Tavern 
and Café and camped at the 
Hills Rez.

Th e bikers left Denmark 
on July 9 and plan to reach 
their West Coast destination by 
the end of September after al-
most 2 1/2 months of traveling. 
Th ey average around 60 to 70 
miles a day. Th ey do not like to 
travel the interstate highways, 
preferring the back roads of 
America. 

Th ey are touring the 
United States on bikes made 
by Trek in Wisconsin and 
purchased in Denmark. Th e 
bikes are modifi ed old moun-
tain bikes. Klitnaes said, “I put 
racks on the back to balance. 
You have to make sure you 
have the right gears for travel-
ing.”

When asked why they 
wanted to bike across Amer-
ica, Eliassen said, “It is every 
person’s dream in Denmark 

to bike across America. It has 
been my dream since I was 15 
years of age.” 

Klitnaes said, “I wanted 
to experience the epic ride to 
cross America.  Leon Mc-
Carron, an Irish writer, wrote 
the book, ‘Th e Road Headed 
West.’  Lewis and Clark went 
east to west, so that is why we 
are traveling in the same direc-
tion.”

Eliassen said, “We have 
met so many kind and help-
ful people. One evening in 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, a group 
invited us to join them for a 
picnic and we had a wonderful 
evening.”  

Klitnaes said, “In Denmark 
it takes three years for them to 
be friendly.”

English is taught in Den-
mark’s schools starting in the 
third grade. 

Solar-charged cell phones 
enable Eliassen to visit with his 
wife in Denmark daily. 

Eliassen is a physical 
therapist and works for the 
county. Klitnaes is an author of 
educational books, a transla-
tor, and teaches English and 
German in the  high school.

Bikers from Denmark 
stop at Hills Rez

MPCA seeks comments 
on proposed hog feedlot 
expansion in Nobles County

283-2333 for Crescent Ads Classifi eds
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KLQL (FM)/KQAD (AM) 
public notice

KLQL (FM) AND KQAD (AM) PUBLIC NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT

 On August 11, 2015, Digity 3E License, LLC filed an application with the Federal 
Communications Commission in Washington, D.C. for the transfer of control of the licensee 
of KLQL (FM), 101.1 MHz, and KQAD (AM), 800 kHz, Luverne, Minnesota, to Alpha Media 
Licensee LLC.
 The attributable officers and members of Digity 3E License, LLC are Leonard Brandon; 
Susan George; Dean Goodman; Terence Moore; David Thompson, Jr.; Three Eagles 
Communications, Inc.; Digity 3E Corporation; Digity Companies, LLC; Digity Media, LLC; 
Digity, LLC; Garrison WRMF-FM, LLC; Garrison WRMF-FM Inc.; Palm Beach Broadcasting 
Holdings, LLC; and GoodCo Radio, LLC.
 The assignee, Alpha Media Licensee LLC, is a wholly owned subsidiary of Alpha Media 
LLC which, in turn is owned by Alpha Media Holdings LLC. The following have interests in the 
assignee: Larry Wilson, Bob Proffitt, Donna Heffner, Scott Mahalick, BJ, Mary Lynn, Julie and 
John Moffitt, Bob Fuller, Rick Salsburg, John H. Moffitt & Co., Inc., Breakwater Broadcasting 
Funding LLC, Steve Bertholf, TLS Holdings LLC, Ted Snider, Ben Shapiro, Stephens Radio, 
LLC, Endeavour Capital Fund V AIV L.P., Endeavour Associates Fund V, L.P., Rio Bravo 
Enterprise Associates L.P., William McElveen, Michael Everhart, Teresa Recknor, Lance 
Hawkins, Jane Smith, Jane Lees, Coreena Hazelett, Michael Wild, Kevin Cassulo, Douglas 
Fouts, Matthew Marchand, Cynthia South, Kathryn Wake, Ricky Mitchell, Jesse Alvarez, Daniel 
Clemons, Michael Hartel, Bryan Hendry, Gerald Kevin Webb, Amy Leimbach, Cresswell Walton, 
Torden Wall, Dale Schaefer, George Demaree, Thomas Ulmer, French Damewood, Keith 
Wright, Richard Bateman, W. Edward Dorsey, Randi P'Pool, Phillip Becker, Larry and Tricia 
Bastida, Benjamin Shapiro, Noel Strauss, Douglas Martin, Saif Mansour, David Dorman, Eric 
Beckman, Jeffrey Sweeney, John von Schlegell, Stephen Babson, Aaron Richmond, Leland 
Jones, Chad Heath, John Dixson, Bradaigh Wagner, Dietz Fry, Richard Miller, Jackson Farrow, 
Richard Blank, Kathy Bryant, Robert Janes, Kevin Wilcox, Warren Stephens, Curtis Bradbury, 
Brian and Mark Wilson.
 A copy of the application and related materials are available for public viewing at KLQL/
KQAD Studios at 1140 150th Avenue, Luverne, Minnesota, or http://licensing.fcc.gov/prod/
cdbs/pubacc/prod/app_sear.htm.

(8-27, 9-3, 9-10)

legals

By David Bau, Extension Educator, 
University of Minnesota Extension Service

I receive many questions daily about land 
rents and land values and what direction they are 
going in the near future and long term. Corn and 
soybean prices have fallen from record highs in 
recent years to a level that presents a challenge 
for farmers to generate a profi t. I thought I would 
try to put together a chart that correlates the re-
lationship between these three items.

I put together a list of average farmland values 
in southwest Minnesota from 1994 thru 2014, 
average southern Minnesota cropland cash rental 
rates, and average prices received by farmers for 
corn and soybeans sold each year.  Next I took the 
percentage yearly change for each and compared 
the results to each other in Table 1 below. 

Th e average change in land values is indicated 
by diamonds, the average change in farmland 
rental rates is indicated by squares and the average 
change in corn and soybean prices is indicated 
by triangles. (see the table)

From 1994 to 1995 all three had increases in 
values, with corn and soybean prices increasing 

by an average of 32.9 percent, while farmland sales 
prices increased by 8.4 percent and farmland rental 
rates by 5.3 percent.  In 1996 farmland sales prices 
declined by 1.3 percent while corn and soybean 
prices increased by 4.1 percent and rents by 7.9 
percent.

In the last 20 years, there were seven years 
where corn and soybean prices were negative, while 
farmland sale prices and farmland rental rates were 
in negative territory three years.  Is there anything 
to learn from the chart?

Th ere is a trend between all three,  with corn 
and soybean prices the most volatile, followed by 
farmland values and with farmland rents more 
stable.  Th ere is defi nitely a year or two lag in the 
reaction of farmland sales and rental rates following 
the direction in corn and soybean prices. 

From 2013 to 2014 farmland sales declined 
by 10.7 percent and farmland rents declined by .9 
percent while corn and soybean prices declined by 
15.7 percent. With corn and soybean prices in nega-
tive territory, this should indicate lower farmland 
sale prices and lower farmland rental rates unless 
prices go up dramatically in the near future. 

Please 

recycle 

this 

paper.

 

Grain loans
Short-term fi nancing is avail-

able by obtaining low interest 
(currently 1.25 percent) com-
modity loans for harvested 
production from crops such as 
corn, s oybeans and small grains. 
A nine-month Marketing As-
sistance Loan (MAL) provides 
fi nancing that allows producers 
to store production on the farm 
or in a warehouse, for marketing 
at a later date.

MALs are available from 
harvest through to the specifi c 
commodity’s final loan avail-
ability date. Producers must share 
in the risk of producing the crop, 
maintain benefi cial interest in 
the crop, and maintain both the 
quantity and quality of the loan 
collateral while it is under loan.

Th e Rock County loan rates 
for 2015 are $1.83 for corn, $4.88 
for soybeans, $1.78 for barley, 
$1.41 for oats and $3.13 for wheat.

A producer who is eligible 
to obtain a loan, but agrees to 
forgo the loan, may obtain a 
Loan Defi ciency Payment (LDP) 
if such a payment is available. 
To be considered eligible for 
an LDP, producers must have a 
CCC-633EZ, Page 1 form on fi le 
at the FSA Offi  ce before losing 
benefi cial interest in the crop. 
Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must 

be submitted when payment is 
requested.

To initiate a loan application, 
please stop in at the FSA Offi  ce 
and complete the necessary pa-
perwork, so that we can conduct 
a lien search. For this year again, 
we will also need to make a copy 
of your driver’s license. A lien 
waiver will need to be obtained 
from all who have a mortgage on 
the crop being off ered as security 
for the loan. Th is step can, how-
ever be completed prior to loan 
application.

In order to receive a loan on 
warehouse stored grain, ware-
house receipts are required to 
be submitted to the FSA Offi  ce, 
along with proof that storage has 
been paid. Remember to have the 
receipts made in increments that 
suit your marketing plan, since 
the repayment of an entire receipt 
is required at any one time.

Th e quantity of a farm-stored 
loan can be based on either an 
FSA measurement of the com-
modity (for which the producer 
is responsible for all applicable 
costs), or it can be based on the 
producer’s certifi cation of the 
amount. Th us, it is important to 
know the dimensions of all ap-
plicable structures when making 
a loan application. In the case of 
both options, the producer can 

take out a loan on 100 percent of 
the commodity. Livestock feed-
ers are also eligible for loans 
on high moisture grain and 
processed grain. Please contact 
the offi  ce for more information 
on these options.

Loan payments will be is-
sued by direct deposit, unless 
a lienholder requests to have a 
joint check issued to both the 
producer and the lienholder. 
Please plan ahead, since it will 
take two to three business days 
to receive a payment by direct 
deposit and at least a week to 
receive a payment by check.

Prior to removing the loan 
collateral from a bin, the pro-
ducer must either pay off  the 
loan, or request and receive 
authority from FSA to move 
the collateral. Authority must 
also be obtained to move the 
loan collateral to another bin, 
unless the new bin to which 
the collateral is being moved is 
listed on the Farm Storage Note 
and Security Agreement for that 
loan. Finally, if loan collateral is 
going to be fed, the loan must 
be repaid before the grain is 
removed from the bin.

For more information on 
MALs, producers should con-
tact the Rock County FSA Offi  ce 
at 283-2369 ext.2.

What is relationship between grain 
prices and land values, rents?

FSA offers grain loans for harvested crop production
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classifi eds

Tuff Assisted Living
has an opening for a

Part Time

PERSONAL CARE 
PROVIDER

Various Shifts Available 
If interested contact Tuff Memorial 

TUFF MEMORIAL
505 E 4th St | Hills, MN 

507-962-3275
“A Home with a Heart”

Benefi ts include: Vacation, Sick, 
Holiday Pay, Matching Pension Plan, 
Health Insurance, Flexible Scheduling 

and more!
*New starting competitive wages!

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical ben-
efi ts on day 1 & $65k+ in your fi rst 
year!!! Guaranteed pay. Profi t sharing. 
401K with company match & more! 
Email resume: mnhr@mclaneco.com
or call Hollie now! 507/664-3038

NOW HIRING 
Company OTR drivers. $2,000 
sign on bonus, fl exible home 
time, extensive benefi ts. Call 
now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

CONTRACT SALESPERSON 
Selling Aerial photography of farms 
on commission basis. $4,225.00 fi rst 
month guarantee. $1,500-$3,000 weekly 
proven earnings. Travel required. More 
info msphotosd.com or 877/882-3566

DO YOU OWE 
over $10,000 to the IRS or State in 
back taxes? You could get a settle-
ment for as low as 25% of previous IRS 
settlements. Call now!  800/558-0486

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3 day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
Get more for less! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months), plus bundle 
& save (Fast Internet for $15 more/
month.) Call now 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096

MISCELLANEOUSBUSINESS OPPORTUNITYHELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here statewide in 260+ newspapers 
for only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979

HIRE YOUR 
HELP HERE!

One phone call & only $279 to reach a 
statewide audience of 3 million readers!!!

1-800-279-2979

help wanted help wanted help wanted help wanted

HELP WANTED

TUFF MEMORIAL
505 E 4th St | Hills, MN 

507-962-3275
“A Home with a Heart”

Part Time 
Activity Assistant 

M/W/F
Occasional Saturdays

Benefi ts include: Accrued 
sick and vacation time, 
403b matching pension 
plan and fl exible hours

We custom build and install en-
ergy star Th erm-O-Loc Windows. 
Call Mike at Adrian Glass for a 
free in-home demonstration and 
estimate. 101 E. Pearl, Adrian, MN 
56110. (507) 483-2228.                 (tc)

windows

wanted

Looking to buy corn out of fi eld 
in Hills area.  Using same price 
later as local elevator.  No mois-
ture discount.  No extra shrink 
discount.  No trucking cost.  Call 
507-227-6328.                  (8.13-8.27)
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