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Local farmers host field day to promote soil health
Health Field Day is Sept. 5

By Lori Sorenson

To preventerosion and boost
soil health, many Rock County
corn and soybean farmers are
planting cover crops between
growing seasons.

The added bonus is higher
yields and lower input costs,
according to Luverne farmer
Tom Fick.

“It’s something anybody
can do,” he said. “You just need
to figure out what your goals
are. ... Do you want it for extra
livestock feed? Do you want the
extranitrogen? Doyouwantitfor
soil erosion?”

Fick is hosting a cover crop
information day at his farm west
of Luverne on Sept.5,and he said
hehopesthemessagereachesthe
right people.

“There’s so much informa-
tion about cover crops in the
media, but what works in Rock
County may not be the same as
everywhere else,” he said.

Field Day is Sept. 5 at Tom Fick
farm

The Cover Crop and Soil
Field Day will be from 9:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Fick’s home at 1157
110" Ave., Luverne, withmorning
presentationsand afternoonfield
demonstrations.

cover for the ground.

Cover Crop and Soil

Fick and Rock County farm-
ers Terry Aukes and Brent Fluit
are a team of local producers
documenting their cover crop
strategies and measuring inputs
and outcomes.

“We're tracking what kind of
stand we get at a recommended
rate, or if a lower rate is enough,”
Fick said. “We’re in an era where
every input cost counts.”

They'll join a panel of other

cover crop experts to share what
they’re doing to improve their
soil.

Discussionwillinclude costs
and herbicide considerations of
cover crops, incorporating cover

cropsin traditional, strip till and
no till operations, what to seed
and howtoutilizeitforlivestock.
Because cover crops im-
prove nutrient levels in soil, less
fertilizer needs to be applied.
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Nelva Behr retires from New Vision

Pictured is Nelva Behr at New Vision Coop Wednesday, Aug. 16.

Lori Sorenson photo/0824 fick cover crop

Tom Fick is hosting the Sept. 5 Cover Crop and Soil Health Field Day at his farm west of Luverne. The event will address the advantages of cover
crops as they relate to soil health and clean water. Fick is pictured in an oat field where red clover is emerging among the stubble to provide winter

“I am cautiously optimis-
tic, hopingtobeable to gradu-
allyreduceinputcosts as time
goes on,” Fick said.

Soil health/cont. on page 3

MDA fertilizer rules to affect local farming methods
According to process, rules would be adopted in fall of 2018

By Lori Sorenson

TheMinnesota Department
of Agriculture is updating its
rules for nitrogen application,
andnearlyhalfof Rock County’s
farmers could be affected.

A draft rule has been re-
leased, and the publiccomment
period closes Aug. 25. The rule,
designed to reduce nitrates in
groundwater, has two parts.

Part 1 is directed at farm
ground in “vulnerable ground-
water areas,” defined as areas
where nitrates move easily
through the soilinto the ground-
water.

These soils, which tend tobe
on near-surface bedrock, com-

prise a good share of northern
Rock County farm ground (see
the map).

According to the proposed
rules, nitrogen application in
these areas will be restricted in
the fall and on frozen soil.

An MDA map identifies
specific vulnerable soils, and if
more than half of a county sec-
tion is classified as vulnerable,
farmers in the entire section
would be banned from fall and
frozen soil application.

(Astherule-makingprocess
continues, these classifications
may change to affect smaller
areas.)

If less than 50 percent of a

sectionhasvulnerable ground-
water, fall and frozen soil ap-
plication is restricted on fields
with near-surface bedrock or
poor soil.

Part2 ofthe MDA nitrogen
fertilizerruleisdirected atfarm-
ersinareaswithhighnitratesin
groundwater.

Nitrate data from public
and private wells is used to
prioritize problem areas and to
determine if mitigation — such
as cover crops — is necessary.

A local advisory team of
producers and ag profession-
als will advise the MDA on

Fertilizer rules/cont. page 3

weather
REPORT

Rain amount for the week: 2.88 inches
Rain total for August:

AUG. 13 THROUGH AUG. 19 WEATHER

High temperature for the week: 82
Low temperature for the week: 53
Average temperature for the week: 68

.80 inches

507-283-2333
www.hillscrescent.com
hceditor@star-herald.com
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Glenda McGaffee photo/0824 halvorson family

Howard Bakken shared a photo of a recent get-together of the descendants of Bent and Maren Rossum. Pic-
tured are (front, left) Gordon and Mila Ode, (middle) Karen Spears, Annette Halvorson, Linda Bakken, Colleen
Jolly, Diane Scholten, Janis Jolly, Cindy Van Gilder, June Scholten, a Scholten granddaughter (unidentified),
(back) Steven Spears, Richard Bakken, Bob Jolly, Jeff Van Gilder and Howard Bakken.

Descendants of Bent and Maren Rossum
gather in Rock County

By Glenda McGaffee

Howard Bakken, Hender-
sonville, North Carolina, shared
the following story:

Longtime residents of Hills
are likely to recall several mem-
bers of the Rossum family, even
thoughthefamilynamehasbeen
absentfromall Hillsrosterssince
1979.

With an interest in renew-
ing the name and learning more
about their ancestors, fourteen
great- and great-great-grandchil-
dren of Bent and Maren Rossum
metin Rock Countyin mid-Julyto
investigate theirheritage. Several
of these cousins had met during
childhood, but for most this was
a first meeting.

Bent and Maren Rossum
were born in Hadeland, Nor-
way, in 1847 and 1849 respec-
tively. Marenimmigrated to Scott
County with her parents in 1867
and Bent to Fillmore County in
1869. They were married in 1871
and moved with two children to
Rock County in 1874. The ardu-

ous trip took several weeks by
covered wagon pulled by oxen.

The Rossum family grew to
eleven children, but only four
were married with families.
Belle lived in Hector; Laura
Halvorsonraised herlarge fam-
ily near Valley Springs and in
Hills; Emma Lunde lived on a
farm near Luverne; and Mabel
Jacobson moved to Waterford,
Wisconsin, after her marriage.
Son Bernhard Rossum was
married to Emma Johnson, but
they had no children. The July
gathering represented families
of all but Belle.

The unmarried Rossum
children who spent their adult
livesin and near Hillswere Tilda,
who had been a World War I
nurse, Mina, Oscar and Lewis.
Two children, Edd and Louise,
died in their twenties. The Rock
County Star Herald reported
Edd’s death as resulting from
erysipelas and brain fever, and
Louise’s from rheumatism of
the heart.
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A highlight of the weekend
was a breakfast interview with
Arla Jacobson Bakken, the sole
surviving granddaughter of Bent
and Maren Rossum. Sherecalled
a number of anecdotes about
many familymembers, especially
Maren, Laura and her daughters,
and Tilda.

Belle, Emma and Mabel are
the onlyfamilymembersnotbur-
ied in the Bethlehem Lutheran
Cemetery in Hills, so there was
a flurry of discovery activity on a
hotSaturday afternoon to find all
the grave markers. The Halvorson
grandchildrenwereastonishedto
find theirHalvorsonantecedents’
graves as well.

Norm Sjaarda, Hills, is the
current resident of the Rossum
homestead and the committed
group enthusiastically met with
him to hear stories that con-
nected hisfamilyin 2017with the
Rossumsin thelate 19th century.

Halvor and Laura Halvorson
were longtime residents of Hills
on South Main Street. They had
eight children, and several of
their children and grandchildren
werevisitingtheirancestralhome
for the first time.

There was geographic diver-
sity with cousins and spouses
from California, Washington,
Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota,
Michigan, North Carolina, Iowa
and South Dakota.

Following the day of genea-
logical pursuit, the entire group
met at the home of Richard and
Linda Bakken for a country sup-
per, permitting everyone to re-
viewthe day’sactivities, compare
recollections, and catch up with
entire lifetimes of cousins never
known until the busy weekend.

Although there are no mem-
bers of Bent Rossum’s family
using the name Rossum in the
U.S,, there is a family in Norway
descended from Bent’s brother
Even. In the absence of sons in
recent generations, Even’s great-
granddaughters have assumed
Rossum as their surname to
keep the name alive. One of the
great-granddaughters visited
Hills in 2008.

The group agreed it was a
superior way to exchange in-
formation, clarify unintentional
genealogical errors, and get to
know a number of people who
share a family heritage that had
been nearly forgotten.

. Whilhe/‘b—soevey"

By Glenda McGaffee

Do you remember when
your mother tied her magical
apron strings and the endless
possibilities an apron was used
for?

Friday, Aug. 11, the after-
noon activity at the Tuff Memo-
rial Home in Hills was an Apron
Fashion Show. Participants
were Mary Crawford and her
grandchildren, Rubie, Adyson
and Henry (who wore aprons
Mary had sewed), Emma and
Olivia Deelstra, and Grace
Miller.

I modeled a Laura Ingalls
Wilder apron and bonnet from
Walnut Grove. The apron was a
giftfrom my daughter Samantha
for my birthday last year.

Aprons were more than
just fabric coverings worn over
housedresses. Theywere mysti-
calgarmentswhose varied uses
only a day would tell.

In the kitchen an apron
would be used to catch grease
popping from the ham or batter
from the flapjacks or extra flour
fromthegingerbread, the chick-
en dumplings, or the piecrusts.
Wethands, washed free of sticky
dough and needed quickly to
stirthe stew, were dried with the
handy garment’s edge.

In springtime the apron,
turned basket, would be brim-
mingoverwith garden produce.

Inthehenhouseeggswould
be gathered and placed in the
apron

Residentsshared memories
and stories of the many uses of
aprons. Some beautiful aprons
with the finest stitches, some
with even bits of lace were dis-
played. One resident recalled
being a waitress at a wedding
and receiving a silk apron.

“Tt was interesting to hear
the stories about aprons and
how most residents were able
to connect a specific memory
to either their mother’s or their
aprons,” said Shateen Lichter,
Tuff activities director. “I am
so appreciative of the family
memberswho broughtin items
toshowcaseaswell astheyoung
children who were willing to
wear and show these aprons
to the residents. Everyone’s
participation and excitement
is what makes these types of
activities successful!”

Residents gotagood chuck-

le about Laura Ingalls Wilder
making an appearance. It never
hurts to add a little humor.

Whynotmake thisdelicious
Colcannon recipe using fresh
red potatoes and white cabbage
from your garden or local farm-
ers market. You don’t have to
be Irish to enjoy this tasty and
traditional recipe.

Easy Colcannon Recipe
11/2poundsred potatoes, cut
into 1-inch cubes
7 1/2 cups chopped cabbage
8 green onions, chopped
1 cup milk
1/3 cup butter
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
Place potatoes in a Dutch
oven; cover with water. Bringto
aboil. Cover and cook over me-
dium heat for 12-15 minutes or
until potatoesare almosttender,
adding the cabbage during the
last 5 minutes of cooking.
Meanwhile,inasmallsauce-
pan, combine green onions and
milk. Bring to a boil. Reduce
heat; simmer, uncovered, for5 -6
minutes or until onions are soft.
Drain potato mixture. Mash
with milk mixture, butter, salt
and pepper.

Super Easy Lemonade Cake
Prepare a lemon cake mix
accordingto packagedirections.
Bakein a9x13-inch panaccord-
ing to baking directions. When
the cake is finished baking and
beforeit’s cooled, poke holes all
over the cake with a fork.
Whisk 1 cup thawed lem-
onade concentrate with 1 cup
powdered sugar and pour it all
over the cake. Let the cake come
to room temperature and then
chill it until it’s cold.
Frosting
8 ounces cream cheese, soft-
ened
1/2 cup butter, softened
3 to 4 cups powdered sugar
3 teaspoons frozen lemonade
concentrate, thawed
Pinch of salt
Beat the cream cheese and
butter until light and fluffy.
Gradually add the powdered
sugar and lemonade concen-
trate (with one pinch of salt) and
mix until light and fluffy.
Spread the frosting over the
cake. Slice and enjoy.

The Apron Fashion Show at the Tuff Memorial Home Aug. 11 included
(front, from left) Grace Miller, Henry Crawford, Rubie Crawford, Adyson
Crawford, (back) Glenda McGaffee, Mary Crawford, Olivia Deelstra and

Emma Deelstra.



Fertilizer rules/cont. from page 1

appropriate methods and sup-
port implementation of these
activities.

DougBosoftheRock County
Soiland Water Conservation Dis-
trict was on the original advisory
team that wrote the draft plan.
He said he felt that all interests
are adequately represented with
the 25-member team.

“This isn’t something the
MDA dreamed up in a closet,’
said Bos, assistant Land Manage-
ment Director.

“They worked with all Min-
nesota producer groups, univer-
sities and soil and water folks
like me. It’s a very good group of
peoplewho putthistogetherover
a two-year process.”

The rule-making process
wasrecently extended toinclude
more public input meetings.
Change may be adopted in early
2019.

It’s all about the water

Bos said many Rock County
farmers are already implement-
ingbetter practicesinvulnerable
areas.

Data released earlier this
year showed elevated nitrate
contamination in more than half

the wells tested.

Battle Plain, Clinton,
Luverne, Magnolia, Mound,
Rose Dell and Vienna

townships were targeted for
testing private wells based on
their “vulnerable” soil types
and a high percentage of row
crops.

“It paints the picture we are
getting nitrates in our water,’
Bos said in March when the
well tests were released.

He has been working with
farmers in vulnerable areas to
improve fertilizer application
methods, especially for corn.

Research shows that only
half of fertilizer applied to
cornfields is absorbed and
utilized; the rest is susceptible
to water runoff and leaching
into aquifers, depending on
soil type, past crops and other
factors.

Further compounding
nitrogen loss is the fact that
climate change is delivering
rain in “extreme weather
events,” according to Bos, who

Free Will Benefit Fundraiser to
help defray medical expenses
for Justine Heintzman

AUG. 27
5-6:30 PM
HILLS REZ PARK

Justine had surgery at
the Mayo Hospital

Sponsored by
Ben Clare United Methodist
4 Church Outreach

notes that in the past 20 years,
30 percent of local rain has
come in hard downpours.

“We have to find a way
to spoon-feed it (to crops) to
prevent nitrogen from getting
into our water,y Bos said in
March.

He said farmers are
receptive to the changes
because fertilizer is expensive
and it’s in their interest to
keep it from leaching into
groundwater.

For many affected produc-
ers, it could be just a matter of
applying the majority of their
nitrogen after planting when the
corn is still small.

Bos said spring fertilizing
could go a long way toward re-
ducing nitrogen contamination,
especially if it's combined with
cover crops.

“Cover crops can reduce
nitrate leaching by 50 percent,’
Bos said. “Not only does it hold
soil and increase water-holding
capacity-itholdsthosenutrients
until the next cropping year””

For this reason, cover crops
arebecomingincreasingly popu-
lar across the country.

But Rock County’s nitrate
problems won’t have easy solu-
tions.

Restrictingfertilizer applica-
tion to spring will create hard-
shipsforsome farmers, especially
those who rely on commercial
applicatorswhohaveahard time
keeping up in the spring.

In some of the most vulner-
able areas, the answers might
be even more difficult, Bos said.

“In these areas, because of
their soil porosity, it’s difficult
to raise a nitrogen-needing crop
and keep the nitrogen out of the
water,” Bos said.

“Itmightmeanraisingsome-
thing else ... And if they can’t
financially do it ... We can’t just
say, ‘Sorry, you can no longer

”m

grow crops here!

= o
308 CENTRAL, HILLS

You'll love this tidy ranch style home with a single at-
tached garage and a separate two stall detached ga-
rage; offering your storage options and or workshop/
handy man space. The home features two bedrooms,
a large spacious living room, formal dining area and
kitchen area. The full basement is unfinished offering
the potential for additional living space if so desired.
The home also just received a new exterior paint job
and is ready to move into. Call your favorite agent today
to preview this home.

Elbens Auction Service

“Quality Auctions Since 1988"
Keith Elbers auctionEEr /
Lic #67-62 REAL ESTATE SALES
office: 507-962-3433
home: 507-962-3432
cell: 507-920-6131

keith@realestateretrigvers.com
Matt Larson - Broker

www.ElbersAuction.com

DONT MOVE
FIREWOOD!

Emerald ash borer can live
in firewood for two years!

f

mna DEPARTMENT OF
# AGRICULTURE

mda.state.mn.us/firewood

Soil health/continued from page 1

Heencouragesother farm-
ers to try it. “It’s something
they can do,” he said. “There’s
enough resources out there
they can see the benefits.”

Some producersareinvest-
inginnewequipmentto getthe
best results from cover crops,
but Fick said farmers could
still get good results from basic
equipment.

“Ideally you want to use a
no-till drill, but a regular drill
works too,” he said, adding that
it even works to plant rye from
an end-gate seeder.

“Rye will grow if it’s sitting
on top of the ground,” Fick
said. “It doesn’t take any effort
at all to grow cereal rye; it will
germinate at 33 degrees.”

Theideais to plant vegeta-
tion in the fall so that it sprouts
and provides cover during the
early spring months before
planting.

Fick said the choice of
cover crops — red clover versus
cereal rye, for example — is
often driven by results growers
are seeking.

Regardless of outcomes,
cover crops are always good for
soil health, Fick said.

“The idea is to keep some-
thing green growing on thatsoil
for aslong asyou can,” he said.

Getting ahead of regulations
to reduce nitrate contami-
nation

As producers implement
cover crops, Ficksaid theylearn
which varieties and what rates

The obstetrics providers at Sanford
Luverne welcome Obstetrics &
Gynecology specialist Nicole Woodley,
MD to the team. Dr. Woodley provides
women'’s health care at Sanford
Luverne and is excited to build
relationships with her patients.

Services:

* Pregnancy care

¢ Bladder health

¢ Gynecologic surgery
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work for them in their specific
fields and soil types.

And they can try a little at
atime. “It doesn’t have to be a
whole farm,” he said. “You can
try it on a field or even a half
afield”

The Sept. 5 event includes
a soil health demonstration
showing moisture absorption
from samples taken from a
fenceline (that has likely never
been tilled), a field that has
been cover-cropped and from
arow-crop field.

Water is held longer in the
fenceline sample allowing nu-
trients to be absorbed. The row
crop sample shows howquickly
water passes through, taking
valuable nutrientsalongwithit.

“Thegoalistogetwheresoil
absorbs moisture like it doesin
the fence line,” Fick said. “It’s
about catching erosion and
improving the structure and
health of your soil.”

Doug Bos of the Rock
County Land Management
Office is helping with the Sept.
5 event.

“The cool thing is it’s actu-
ally planned by these farmers,
with us facilitating,” Bos said.
“They’re on a panel talking
about what they're doing”

He said the information
would be valuable to anyone
currently experimenting with
cover crops or thinking about
trying them.

“I've learned that rye,
radishes, turnips and canola
planted the year before I plant

To schedule an appointment, call
Sanford Luverne at (507) 283-4476.

sanfordluverne.org

Diane Kennedy, MD Judy Chesley, MD

beans is fantastic,’ Bos said.
“With cover crops before corn
I'm still learning.”

Fick said he hopes plenty
of people come out to his farm
Sept. 5 because soil health is
important for everyone.

“This all works together —
soil health, wildlife habitat and
water quality,” he said. “We all
have the common goal of pro-
tecting our water.”

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agricultureis currently
rewriting its rules for nitrogen
fertilizer managementin order
to reduce nitrate contamina-
tionin groundwater and drink-
ing water.

In some areas of particu-
larly vulnerable soil, fertilizers
could be strictly monitored or
even barred (see the related
story).

Fick said the sooner pro-
ducers get on board with bet-
ter practices, the less affected
they’ll be by regulations later
on.

“People are becoming
more and more aware that
farms are one of the sources of
excess nitrates, and we have to
figure outawaytokeepitinthe
soilandnotrunningoffthefield
or through the tile,” Fick said.

“In some countries in Eu-
rope they're requiring cover
crops, and we don’t want it to
cometothat. We're tryingto get
ahead of it

The Cover Crop and Soil
Health Day includes lunch for
thosewho RSVPbyAug.31.Call
283-8862.

WELCOME
NICOLE WOODLEY, MD

Joshua Crabtree, MD

SANF3ARD

Luverne

018019-00413 7/17
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Steen Reformed Church hosts
annual carnival Aug. 16

Despite the rainy weather Wednesday, Aug 16, the annual
carnival at the Steen Reformed Church was a success.

Those who attended enjoyed an evening of food, fun and
fellowship.

The Cruise’n for Christ Car, Tractor and Cycle Show was
cancelled due to the weather.

All proceeds from the event went towards the Sunday
School department.

Clockwise from top left:

Harlan Van Meeteren, Sioux Falls, dis-
played his farm machinery at the Steen
Reformed Church carnival Wednesday,
Aug. 16. “Most of the parts are purchased
at the local hardware store and fabricated
parts built from scratch. Every year I try to
add tomy collection a piece ortwo,” he said.

Hope Boschtakes aimatthe archery shoot
carnival booth Wednesday at the Steen
Reformed Church.

Titus Susie takes a chance at the Duck
Pond at the carnival Wednesday, Aug. 16,
at the Steen Reformed Church.

Jax Wysong takes aim at the archery shoot
carnival booth Wednesday, Aug. 16, at the
Steen Reformed Church.

Glenda McGaffee photo/0824 carnival photos

At right, Meghan Zylstra, a
2013 H-BC graduate who has
been a varsity assistant at the
school for the past four years,
is taking over as head coach at
H-BC this fall. She's taking over
for Susan Bork, who guided
H-BC to a 21-3 record last fall.

At far left is senior Megan Gehrke Wednesday, Aug 16, at volleyball
practice at the high school gym. The first game is Tuesday, Aug 29, at
home against Adrian.

Paige Tilstra (left), Olivia Richards and Halle Hoekstra prepare for 2017
season at volleyball practice.

Glenda McGaffee photo/0824 volleyball 1
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Language of road markings

I believe everyone under-
estimates the importance of
road surface markings and
their history.

Back in 1911, a fellow
named Hines watched a leaky
milk wagon leave a white trail
down the middle of the road
and came up with the first
documented use of painting
a center line down the road.
Brilliant!

The creditfor thefirstyellow
linedownthecenteriscredited
to Oregon in April of 1917. 1
couldn’t find any reason why
the color yellow was selected.
Perhaps a leaky lemonade
cart or, horror of horrors, an
incontinentportable outhouse
persuaded the yellow choice?

Much debate and chang-
ing standards of painted line
colors ensued over a period of
several decades. By November
1954, 47 states had adopted
white as their standard color
for highway centerlines.

In 1971 the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices mandated yellow as the

By Nancy Krooyenhof

@

standard color of center lines
nationwide. All stateshad until
1975 to make the changeover
although mosthad completed
the change by the end 0f1973.

Yellow was actually ad-
opted because it was already
the standard color of warning
signs. It was also figured to be
easy to teach drivers to associ-
ate yellow lines with dividing
opposing traffic and white
lines with dividing traffic in
thesamedirection. Thissimple
uniformity of color use greatly
reduced head-on collisions
and improved over-all traffic
safety.

To improve the contrast, a
bright yellow and highly toxic
lead chromate was used to
paint yellow lines through the
end of the twentieth century.
Who would have guessed that
disturbing or removing yel-
low lane markings could be
hazardousto anyone’shealth?

The lines adopted these
meanings: A single broken
center line means passing is
allowed in either direction.
A double solid center line

means passing is prohibited in
both directions and the combo
means that passing is allowed
only from the side with the
broken line.

The solid white line on the
right edge of the road is called
the Fog Line. It helps cars stay
in their line during foggy con-
ditions and helps pedestrians
stay off the road. White lines,
both solid and broken, are
used to mark the lanes on one
way roads.

Did you know that each
dashed line measures 10 feet
and the empty spaces between
them are 30 feet long? I would
have guessed them to be equal
atabout2feeteach. Measuring
themonthehighwaywithatape
is alotdifferent thanlooking at
them from a car doing 55 MPH.

Drivers depend on the
uniformity of the trafficlineson
the roads. We count on the fact
that the fog line is solid white
and missing at intersections.
Werely on the yellow markings
to mark the center of the road
and for passing zones. I wish

someone would clue in the
older green pickup with the
Iowa plates about passing
Zones.

But what are we to
think when we come upon
somethingsuch as this picture
taken on SD 266™ Street about
a mile east of 481% Avenue?

Allow me to speculate on
these odd markings:

oThis is now, obviously,
a SD Minnehaha County
Designated Puking Zone?

oThe distinct markings on
the pavement here were left
by aliens as a signal to other
alien life forms not to bother
cominghereastheycouldfind
no intelligent life?

eThisisactuallyahugeskid
markleftbyaswarm ofgigantic
killer bees who didn’t get the
queen’s signal to lower their
landing gear in time?

«Sadly, thisis the sight ofa
horrific accident whereupon
an entire truckload of rubber

duckies were thrown from
the truck and smashed upon
the road?

eBabe the Big Blue Ox had
the scours?

«Orthemostboringreason
of all: a malfunction of the
machinethatpaintstheyellow
lines on the road.

I'm certainly expecting
the county to cover the huge
yellowsplotchwith something
black, repaint the white of the
fogline and continue refresh-
ingthe existing yellow dashes
and lines. Hats off to the fine
work they do with the roads I
have driven on almost every
day these past 16 years. You
areadedicated, talented crew.

Justhaving alittle fun with
a giant paint splatter on the
road,

Closing the gate with good
humor always lightens the
load.

Cleverly Disguised as a
Responsible Adult, I'm Nancy
Kraayenhof. ©2016
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Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

Sunday School.

Elberns Auction Service

“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 » www.elbersauction.com

Keith Elbers « Lic. #67-62

Palisade Lutheran.

C

APMAN

REFRIGERATION & ELECTRIC
HILLS, MINNESOTA 56138

507-962-3392

REFRIGERATION - HEATING - ELECTRIC

Ph. 605-757-6640
Norman Bouwens, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship. 10:45 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3" St. P.O Box 73
Beaver Creek
Ph. 507-935-5025
Email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com
Worship Leader Michael Blank
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship. 10:30 a.m.

First Lutheran Church
Intern Pastor Laura Phillips
300 Maple St.
Valley Springs, S.D.
Ph. 605-757-6662
firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Sunday, Aug. 27: 10 a.m. Joint Parish Worship at

Palisade Lutheran Church
Intern Pastor Laura Phillips

meeting.

Sunday, Aug. 27: 10 a.m. Joint Parish Worship.

Steen Reformed Church
112 W. Church Ave. Steen
Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship; service broadcaston
KQAD. 10:45a.m. Sunday School. 6 p.m. Youth Group.
Evening worship at 6 p.m. first and third Sundays.
Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Midweek.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Maggie Berndt-Dreyer
112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270
e-mail: bethlehemluth@alliance com.net
Sunday, Aug. 27: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Chapel. 10
a.m. Worship with Communion at Bethlehem.
Tuesday, Aug. 29: 2:30 Bible Study at Tuff Home.
3:15 p.m. Bible Study at the Village.
Wednesday, Aug. 30: 9 a.m. Quilting.

Hills United Reformed Church
410 E. Central Ave., Hills
Office Ph. 962-3254
e-mail: hillsurc@alliancecom.net
Alan Camarigg, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship Services.

211 1215 St.
Garretson, S.D.
Ph. 507-597-6257
firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Thursday, Aug. 24: 1:30 p.m. Regular WELCA
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Hello from the Tuff Memo-
rial Home.

We had an enjoyable week
which included balloon bat
and a sensory activity Monday
morning. The activity room was
packedwith thosewhojoined for
Tuesday morning’s sing-along.
After Bible Study residents en-
joyed coffee and worked through
math problems. Now you can
ask my husband, I am NOT a
math person, but those who
participated that afternoon had
a great time and are incredibly
good at math.

Wednesday morning was
so cool, literally. We gathered
togethertomakehomemadeice
cream in a bag. A simple recipe
that produces great taste! A few
residents enjoyed Bible Study
with the First Baptist Church,
and others joined together for
the annual Fair Day. An over-
whelmingly wonderful display
of items was brought in for the
event. From garden produceand
photographstoneedlepointand
Swedish weaving, it was a huge
success.

We are grateful to the family
members who brought in items
their loved ones made prior to
joining us at the Tuff Memo-
rial Home. We are all so proud
of your accomplishments and
talents. To finish off the day, we
enjoyed funnel cake sticks and
mini corn dogs. Yum!

Julie Schuur joined us

r...............................................

News
BY.Shoteen Lichter

Thursdaymorningfor Quilt Club.
Shebroughtin two quilts thather
quilting club at American Re-
formed puttogether. These quilts
used the squares the residents
had cut at previous meetings. It
was so neat to see how the group
took the residents’ work and cre-
ated them into beautiful quilts.
These quilts will be going to The
Children’s Inn and the Alpha
Center. Groups like this is what
helps residents in care facilities
stay connected to their commu-
nityand gives them opportunities
to make a difference. Thank you
to Julie and your quilt club for
including us in this mission.

After Bingo Thursday, Delo-
resand ShortyLeenderts brought
in homemade cakes to celebrate
Jim’s birthday. Thank you so
much, Jim, Delores and Shorty,
for your generosity and amazing
cakes.

A group gathered together to
hear and discuss current events
afterward. Whilemostofthe time
was spentlaughingand watching
videos of fainting goats, we did
appreciate catching up on local
news.

Friday’s afternoon activities
included women’s Bible study
with Cena Mae and Men's Den.
The bus, driven by Pete Gehrke,
took several men out to check
the crops and Glenda pointed
outthenewtwinhomesdevelop-
ment, the fertilizer plant by New
Vision and the Exchange State

Bank updates.

The Tuff Country Store will
be open for business next week,
and it is in need of lotion, body
wash, body spray, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, blush, powder.
There were suggestions for gra-
nola bars, Dr. Pepper and small
fall decorations as well. Thank
you so much for your kindness.

We would like to thank Mark
Sandager for a second donation
of sweet corn —absolutely deli-
cious!

Oursympathies go outtothe
families of Janice Hanson and
Harvey Rozeboom. You will be
in our thoughts and prayers in
the days ahead.

Looking ahead this week:

Thursday, Aug. 24: 9 a.m.
Outing to Stensland Dairy; 2:30
p.m. Birthday Bingo.

Friday, Aug. 25: 2:30 p.m.
Monthly Birthday Party with
Marlin Olson.

Saturday, Aug. 26: 9:30 a.m.
Frost Donuts.

Sunday, Aug. 27: 9 a.m.
Worship.

Monday, Aug. 28: 2:30 p.m.
Bingo.

Tuesday, Aug. 29: 2:30 p.m.
Bible Study.

Wednesday, Aug. 30: 2 p.m.
Tuff Country Store.

We would like to wish a
Happy Birthday to resident Iris
Fodness on Aug. 24.

We hope you have a great
week!

Rock County 4-H sends 67 exhibits to State Fair

By Jason Berghorst

The Minnesota State Fair opens
today (Aug. 24) and runs until
Labor Day in Falcon Heights.

Rock County 4-H will be well-
represented at the annual event
with 38 livestock exhibitors, 29
general project exhibitors and
three state ambassadors.

Livestock exhibitors moved
into the State Fair Aug. 23 and
will be judged during the first

week of the fair.

Encampment Two, which in-
cludes general project exhibits,
is Aug. 29-31.

Rock Countyis one of only two
counties statewide in 2017 to be
represented by three membersin
the Minnesota State 4-H Ambas-
sadors program.

MichaelKinsinger, Josie Schol-
ten and Moriah Flanagan are
among only 30 statewideleaders

\lwsnnd by boat angel outreach centers

“Donate A Boat i
or Car Today! IA
Boa\]'LAngel
“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-504T

www.boatangel.com
STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN

AMERICAY
WATERWORKS

Foundation failure?

Free Estimates! Call Today

1-800-795-1204

¢ Residential
e Commercial
e Agricultural

to be chosen as Ambassadors.

“I am very proud of Michael,
Josie and Moriah for taking their
leadershipskillstothestatelevel,’
said Chelsey Asche, Rock County
4-H program coordinator.

“I have no doubt these three
will make an impact in this
role, not only through serving
as role models for Rock County
but also throughout the state of
Minnesota.”

CALL
283-2333
FOR
CRESCENT
CLASSIFIEDS

_community news

Meetings

United States Bowling Con-
gress (USBC) meeting will be at
6:45 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 24, in
Luverne Lanes.

Rock County DFL Chapter
will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 24, in the Human Services
building on Roundwind Road.
Everyone welcome.

The Green Earth Players
annual meeting will be at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 5, in the Green
Earth Players building at 401
West Edgehill Streetin Luverne.

Meditation and Mindful-
nessPracticemeetsat7p.m.ev-
ery second and fourth Wednes-
day in the lower level of Hilger
Commonsat215N. Cedar Street
in Luverne. For more informa-
tion call Kim at 507-353-0041
or email kimberlyelizabeth@
live.com.

Hardwick Goal Seekers
meet every Monday in Hard-
wick City Hall for the purpose of
supportand encouragement for
weight loss journeys. Weigh-in
beginsat6p.m.,and themeeting
starts at 6:30 p.m. Call Glenda,
449-0568, with questions.

GEP auditions
Aug. 27-28

Green Earth Players will
host auditions for their No-
vember production, “Miracle
on 34" Street” from 3-5 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 27, and from 6-8
p.m. Monday, Aug. 28, in the
GEP building on Edgehill Street
in Luverne. Roles include three
men, two women and one girl
plus several extras.

Performances are set for
Nov. 10-12 and Nov. 16-19 at the
Palace Theatre.

Community Ed bus to
state fair Aug. 28

There are seats available on
a charter bus going to the State
Fair on Aug. 28. Fee is $70. Call
Community Education Monday
through Thursday 7:30 am to 4
p.m. at 507-283-4724.

Library hosts singer-
songwriter Marian
Call Aug. 28

Singer-songwriter Marian
Call will play a family concert
at the Rock County Library at
7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 28. She
entertains with songs about
science, spaceships, princesses,
avocados, love, etc. All ages are
welcome at the free event. Tips
are appreciated. To see some of
Call’s videos, visit mariancall.
com.

Larchwood
Chiropractic

712-477-2260

835 Edgerly Larchwood, TA
Hours: Mon & Wed 8:30 - 6:00

o : o7
Dri:Michelle’Nel

Tues & Thurs 8:30 - 5:00

Fri 8:30 - 12:00

Climate Change Book

Club meeting

Rock County Community
Library will host a three-part
eventon climate change thisfall.

Aninformation meetingwill
be 5:15 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 29, at
the library.

The event is free and open
to the public.

Participants read three
books about three weather-
related disasters. Library staff
and two weather scientists will
lead thediscussionsand preven-
tive measures.

For more information or to
signup forthebookclub, contact
library director Serena Gutnik at
507-449-5040.

Build a Bison: Hooves

to Horns on Aug. 25
Help a naturalist “build” a
bison by transforming an audi-
encemember through dress-up.
This program is for youth of all
agestolearntheanatomyofabi-
son and what makes this animal
perfect for the prairie. Meet at 7
p.m.Friday, Aug. 25, inthe ampi-
theater at Blue Mounds State
Park. Bring a chair or blanket.

Prowling the Prairie
Aug. 26

Join a park naturalist for a
hike across the prairie to look
for tracks, trails and other signs
of wildlive. This two-mile hike
will take visitors out to the bison
viewing area and back. Meet at
the visitor’s center parkinglot at
7 p-m. Saturday, Aug. 26.

Soil health and cover

crops info day Sept. 5

Rock County SWCD, NRCS,
Express Ag and the University of
Minnesota Extension will host
a cover crop, soil health and
livestock information day from
9:30a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
5, at the Tom Fick Family Farm
at 1157 110" Ave. near Luverne.
Lunchwill be available per RSVP
to Rock County Soil and Water
Conservation Office by Aug. 31.
Call 507-283-8862.

Walking Military

Memorial downtown
More than 40 Luverne busi-
nesses are participating in a
Walking Military Memorial
on Main Street. The displays,
presented by Remember Rally,
include photos, banners, infor-
mation and uniforms, as a way
to thank all our military. The
displays will remain until fall.

Do you
have a

story idea?

Call Glenda at
962-3697




10 years ago (2007)

eAs of last week there are
still no plans to close 41st Street
in Martin Township.

Last Thursday a group rep-
resenting local government,
school and business met with
Marcus Flygare from the district
office of Minnesota Department
of Transportation (MnDOT) to
discuss the safety issues at the
intersection located one mile
north of Hills.

The east/west road crosses
four sets of tracks before drivers
enterthe New Vision parkinglot.
The railroad tracks are marked
with signs, but not with crossing
arms or lights.

Talks between MnDOT, Bur-
lington Railroad and the town-
ship have been ongoing for the
past year. In March MnDOT an-
nounced plansto close the road.

25 years ago (1992)

eThe final paperwork was
completed on the Zarmbinski
project at the August 11 meeting
of the Hills City Council.

Danand Noreen Zarmbinski
and theHills Economic Develop-
ment Authority have agreed that
interest on the loan will begin
December 1 and the first pay-
ment is due on January 1, 1993.
Documents signed at Monday’s
meeting were the promissory
noteagreement,loan agreement
and mortgage.

Dan Zarmbinski explained
to the Council that the demoli-
tion of the old café building was
scheduled to be completed this
month. However, the rain has
delayed WulfBrothers. Zarmbin-
ski said he does not want to find
another company to do the job.
“Tt will push construction back
another 30 days,” Zarmbinski
said. Henowplanstobeoperable
by January 1, 1993.

50 years ago (1967)
eMr. and Mrs. Victor San-
dager and four children, John,
Mark, Jane and Jimmy will leave
Sept. 5, for a year’s service at
a Lutheran mission station in
New Guinea. This decision was
reached by the Sandager family
after learning of the rich experi-

ences his brother Sheldon, and
wife Ellie and family had in their
two years of Christian service in
Ethiopia. ...

Vic’s work will be to take
careofthegroundsatthestation.
Fran hopes to be able to assistin
some way in the school system.
The three oldest children will be
attending school in Australia a
distance of between 1500-2000
miles from their New Guinea
home and will be wearing uni-
forms. Jimmy will attend school
on the Island and will travel the
25 miles to school each morning
and evening.

75 years ago (1942)

eAlthough the weather has
been ideal for threshing and all
the “runs” have been going full-
blast for the past week, there is
still much grain left in the field,
and most crews do not expect
to finish the job until some time
next week.

Reports indicate that barley
has been running exceptionally
light. Oats, however has been
good, with the following yields
reported tothisoffice: Atthe E. B.
Johnsonfarmtheoatsyielded 60
bushelstotheacre; L.C. Skattum
reports 59 bushels; Emil Thomp-
son and Ruud Bros. report 50
bushels while a combination
crop of wheat, oats, and barley
yielded 70bushels peracreatthe
Art Swanson farm. Alfred Rog-
ness reposts that his field of flax,
whichwas combined, produced
20 bushels to the acre.

100 years ago (1917)

eYour Farmers Creamery
paid 40 cents for July. Compare
this with what the centralizers
paid during July. In many places
they paid as low as 34 and 36
cents. Of course around Hills
theyalways payafewcents more
than in territories where there
are no co-operative creameries.

Butter has been selling
strong so far for August and with
only a week left, patrons are
assured of even a larger cream
check for August than you re-
ceived for July. Considering the
price of feed and labor, 42 or 43
cents is not too high.
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Bush descendants

gather for first reunion

By Glenda McGaffee

The descendants of Berdelland Ione Bush
met for their first Bush Reunion Aug. 4-6 at
Bridges Bay in Okoboji, Iowa, with a total of
74 in attendance and 25 missing.

Some of the family joined for a day while
others stayed the entire weekend.

The family said it was a perfect day, as the
weather was beautiful and they were able to
set up in a picnic area for the family to enjoy
the waterpark/swimming pool or just hang
out to visit with each other.

Some of the family took advantage of the
zip line that was located at Bridges Bay, and
the family felt this was the highlight of the day
for those who were brave enough to actually
take the ride.

Ironicallylone Bush passedawayonAug. 4
fourteenyearsago. The family thoughtitwould
be very appropriate to have the gathering on
Aug. 4, as Ione loved her family very much.

ag loans.

Our bank is a strong, locally-owned financial institution. We offer fast,
friendly, personal service. And because we're local, we understand
the needs of this area. Whatever your financial needs, we’re here

to help.

o

come Sée Us
FOr Your Ag 1.Oan

f you're looking for a dependable source of Ag Financing,
come visit us. For years, area farmers have relied on us for their

EQUAL HOUSING _
LENDER © Vic Jacquot

OnA

Excliange

S

Local. Dependable. Strong.

(507) 962-3250 (
Hills, MN

BANKING

N

e

{

First Name Basis

TATE BANK

507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

Member

FDIC

CRESCENT
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A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

. Traditional
MOblleHellﬁ’ Help Buttons

@ At Home @
@ In the Car  [X]
&) Onawalk (¥

W) On Vacation (%] &~ = ’

Corporate Dissolution
Vetch Insurance Agency Inc.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISSOLVE VETCH INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. BY ITS
DIRECTORS AND SHAREHOLDERS AND NOTICE TO ALL CREDITORS AND
CLAIMANTS.

We custom build and install en-
ergy star Therm-O-Loc Windows.
Call Mike at Adrian Glass for a
free in-home demonstration and
estimate. 101 E. Pearl, Adrian,
MN 56110. (507) 483-2228 or
(605)-770-7677 or email mby-

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ROCK
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, CREDITORS, AND CLAIMANTS:
Noticeis hereby given that Vetch Insurance Agency, Inc. is in the process of dissolving.
A notice of intent to dissolve has been filed with the Secretary of State of the State of

ler@santel.net. (tc) Minnesota dated August 7, 2017. @ At the Park [X]
Notice is hereby further given that ALL CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS having .

e e 0 e e e e e oo claims against said corporation are required to present that same, in writing, to Jennifer @ Shopplng @
° ° L. Eisma-Reinke, as the legal representative of said corporation, within ninety (90) days
° 2 8 3 2 3 3 3 ° after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred. . \
[ ] - [}
I | oo MobileHelp™
o or . e o
o . Jennifer L. Eisma-Reinke Order Now & Receive a FREE Lockbox!
° C A d ° Eisma & Eisma
| Crescent Ads i) - semei 1-855-993-0026
° ol ° 130 East Main, P.O. Box 625
e Cl G SS Ifl e d S ° Luverne, MN 56156 Service availability and access/coverage on the AT&T network is not available everywhere and
: : L.D. # 389457 at all times. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation.
ec oo e scsssssssee (08-17, 08-24, 08-31, 09-07)

MN VETERANS HOME oo’
CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS

(Human Services Technicians)
Join an organization dedicated to serving Minnesota’s Veterans
and their families. Positions are eligible for comprehensive
health insurance coverage for the entire family for less than
$200 per month. Additional benefits include dental insurance,
life insurance, pension plan, paid vacation, sick leave and

Call Chantel
TO ADVERTISE
IN THE CRESCENT

CHANGE THE FUTURE = EA TUTI]R .

holiday pay. Salary range: $13.95/hour AD 283'2333 « Help students'build math skills *
- $22.13 per hour plus $0.65/hour shift goo‘ EP“L?) o ® ° « Serve 5+ hours, every school day ’
dlfferentlal. Wﬂl relmburse training 3% 4@ e ® » Receive student loan and tuition help for yourself,
costs for eligible afphrclia;ts: 3 Z, . ® your child or grandchild
Apply online: * * o ® » Full-time positions receive free health insurance
https://mn.gov/mmb/careers/ o) é: °

Call 507-283-6211 for additional information. £, .

: B IofoTatOn. g ANSS Learn more and apply at:

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =

readingandmath.net

~ STATEWIDE "
CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT FARM EQUIPMENT

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS GOT LAND? STOP OVERPAYING
seeking  full-time  Social ~Worker/ Our hunters will pay top $$$ to FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS!
Counselor beginning August, 2017. hunt your land. Call for a free info Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-

Apply at www.kms.kl2.mn.us, on
applitrack or letter of interest, resume,
license and three letters of reference to
KMS, Box 168, Kerkhoven, MN 56252

packet

& quote.

866/309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

national pharmacy, compare prices & get
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! Call
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience?

PROGRAM MANAGER
Retrax in Grand Forks, ND is
hiring. If you desire an enjoyable
work-life balance and great bene-
fits, apply at www.retrax.com/careers

LABRADOODLE PUPPIES
Ready to go. Vet checked and
health guarantee. Parents are both
AK.C. registered dogs. $650.00 call
715/267-6470 can deliver. (402319)

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax

deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISHTV
190 channels. $49.99/mo. for 24
mos. Ask about exclusive Dish fea-
tures like Sling® and the Hopper®.
Plus high-speed internet, $14.95/mo.
(Availability and restrictions apply)
TV for less, not less TV 855/562-4309

AR
NN

1-800-279-2979%

‘of 3 million readers!!!

A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our trusted,

local experts today! Our service is
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

GOT KNEE PAIN?
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a
pain-relieving brace - little or no

cost to you. Medicare patients call
health  hotline now! 800/755-6807
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