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The Luverne Cardinals will be led by a strong senior class in 2021. They are (front, from left) Sophie 
Holmberg, Rylee Gee, (back) Regan Feit, Brynn Thier and Roz Oye. Not pictured, Shelby Kracht.  

Cardinals return strong core from state tournament team
By Brennen Rupp

The Luverne Cardinals 
girls’ hockey team reached the 
state tournament for the second 
time in program history last 
season, finishing the season 
with a 20-4-1 record. 

With the core of last year’s 
team back, the Cardinals have 
visions of reaching the state 
tournament again in 2021.

“We haven’t set any goals,” 
Luverne head coach, Tony 
Sandbulte said. “We want to get 
back to the state tournament. 
We want to get better every day. 
We want to get back there.”

With the COVID-19 
pandemic, there was grow-
ing concern that the Cardinals 
wouldn’t have an opportunity 
to get on the ice to try to accom-
plish the feat of reaching back-
to-back state tournaments. Now 
that the Cardinals are back on 
the ice, Sandbulte has noticed 
an uptick in energy from his 
team.

“The big thing is these girls 
have a lot of passion for hock-
ey,” Sandbulte said. 

“With not being able to 
play when we wanted to, it was 
tough on them. Now that we are 
able to play, that passion has 
multiplied by two. There is a lot 
of energy. They’ve been waiting 
a lot for this moment. We just 
want to go out and capitalize on 
this moment. We want to keep 
raising the bar and have some 
fun.”

A part of the core that’s 
returning from last year’s team 
is a group of six seniors that in-
clude  Roz Oye, Shelby Kracht, 
Rylee Gee, Regan Feit, Brynn 
Thier and Sophie Holmberg.

“They just hold the team 
together,” Sandbulte said. 
“They have a lot of experience. 
They’ve been around since they 
were eighth-graders. Feit has 
played since she was a seventh-
grader. They’ve just been 
around our program for a long 
time. They’ve learned from past 
seniors and now it’s their turn 

to lead.”
Oye finished last season 

with 24 points on 14 assists and 
10 goals. 

“We can always count on 
her in the defensive zone,” 
Sandbulte said. “She really rises 
on big occasions. The tougher 
the team, the tougher she 
plays.”

Feit recorded 10 points on 
six goals and four assists last 

season. 
“She’s just a hard worker,” 

Sandbulte said. “She’s very 
strong and athletic. If we are 
facing a top line, we want Regan 
on the ice against them.”

Rylee Gee led the team with 
26 assists last season. Gee also 
recorded 14 goals.

“Her speed is her great-
est strength,” Sandbulte said.  
“She’s very quick on her skates. 

She can just get up and down 
the ice.”

Kracht finished last season 
with 16 points on 10 assists and 
six goals. Sandbulte said her 
greatest strength is her versatil-
ity.

“She’s been very flexible,” 
Sandbulte said. “We feel com-
fortable having her on offense 
or defense. She’s got a lot of 
strength. She’s just very physi-

cal.”
Sandbulte said that Thier 

may be one of the team’s stron-
gest assets on defense. 

“She’s a strong defender,” 
Sandbulte said. “She’s another 
physical player for us. She’s a 
stay-at-home defenseman. You 
know what you’re gonna get 
from her every day.”

Holmberg finished last sea-
son with one assist. Sandbulte 
said she’s a positive voice for 
the team.

“She adds depth to this 
team,” Sandbulte said. “She’s 
kind of a spark plug for us.”

Sophomore Kamryn Van 
Batavia led the team in goals 
(42) and points (67) last season 
as a freshman. 

Van Batavia has led the 
team in goals the past three 
seasons.

Junior Reghan Bork fin-
ished tied for second on the 
team with 40 points. She re-
corded 17 goals and 23 assists.   

“Our top two lines are going 
to be very strong,” Sandbulte 
said. “I like where our offense is 
at right now.”

Junior Cheyenne Schutz 
and sophomore Mallory Von 
Tersch return between the 
pipes for the Cardinals. 

Schutz finished last season 
12-3-1 and recorded 295 saves. 

Von Tersh went 8-1 and 
recorded 147 saves.

"I like the experience with 
this defense,” Sandbulte said. 
“We bring back two established 
goalies.”

The Cardinals open the 
season on the road against Win-
dom Area on Jan. 15. 

It’s been a long wait for this 
Cardinals team to return to the 
ice. With an established core 
leading the way, the Cardinals 
could be in store for another 
special season in 2021. 

 “We just have a lot of 
things pointing in the right 
direction for this team,” Sand-
bulte said. “We’re excited to get 
back on the ice and  started.”
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LHS boys' hockey will lean on seasoned players in 2021
By Brennen Rupp

The Luverne Cardinals 
boys’ hockey team finished 
the 2019-2020 campaign with 
a 15-10 regular season record. 
That 15-10 mark earned the 
Cardinals the No. 5 seed in the 
section tournament.

The Cardinals opened the 
section tournament by pull-
ing off a minor upset of the 
Marshall Tigers. Luverne edged 
their Big South foe 5-4 to ad-
vance to the section semifinals.

Luverne lost in the next 
round to eventual state quali-
fier Hutchinson 6-1.

With four seniors and a 
handful of returning players 
back for the upcoming season, 
the Cardinals will look to build 
off the success they enjoyed last 
season. 

“We’ll rely heavily on all the 
players with returning experi-
ence,” Luverne head coach Phil 
Paquette said. 

“We don’t have a lot of 
depth. It’s going to be a col-
lective effort. We’ll especially 
lean on our seniors. They have 
to bring it every day and keep 
everybody on board and power 
through.”

Cade Wenninger is one of 
four seniors on the roster. As 
a junior, Wenninger recorded 
17 points on 11 goals and six 
assists. 

“He has great knowledge of 
the game,” Paquette said. 

“He’s a smart player. He’s 
become a strong and a physical 
presence on the ice for us. He’s 
come a long way since his first 
year at the varsity level.”

Carlton Oftedahl is the 
team’s Swiss army knife. Pa-
quette said Oftedahl will wear 
many hats for the Cardinals 
during the upcoming season.

“Carlton is a utility player 
for us,” Paquette said. 

“He’s going to play some 
defense and some forward. He 
has an outstanding shot from 
the point. He’ll work in on 

Brennen Rupp photo/1114 Hockey Boys Senior photo
The Luverne Cardinals will rely on their four seniors to lead the way in 2021. They are (from left) 
Cooper Arends, Shaid Shearer, Cade Wenninger and Carlton Oftedahl.  

special teams in front of the net. 
He’ll work out on the blue line. 
He’s just a big physical presence 
for us. He’s got great size. He’s 
got a heavy shot from the blue 
line. We’re going to try and get 
him to trigger it from the blue 
line as often as we can.”

Cooper Arends finished his 
junior campaign with seven as-
sists. Paquette said that Arends’ 

greatest strength is high hockey 
IQ.

“He’s the most experienced 
defenseman for us,” Paquette 
said. 

“He’s a very smart player. 
He sees the ice well. He moves 
the puck up well.”

Over the last two sea-
sons, Shaid Shearer split time 
between the pipes with a fellow 

teammate. Last season he 
shared time with Colton Schutz, 
going 6-5 with 307 saves. 

Now as a senior, Shearer is 
the man.

“He’s the backbone for this 
team,” Paquette said. 

“He’s our only goalie. He’s 
split time as a sophomore and 
junior. He’s the only goalie 
we have this year. We will rely 

heavily on him. He’ll get a 
chance to get into a good grove. 
He’s got great hand-eye coordi-
nation. He anticipates the play 
well.”

As a freshman, Brock 
Behrend finished last season 
with nine goals and six assists. 
Behrend’s ability to light the 
lamp makes him a dangerous 
player for the Cardinals. 

“He’s a very skilled for-
ward,” Paquette said. 

“He’s got a knack for scor-
ing. We’ll want to get him as 
many scoring opportunities 
as possible. He’s a very fast 
player.”

Fellow sophomore, Ethan 
Langseth finished his freshman 
season with five points on four 
assists and one goal.  Paquette 
said he’s looking forward to 
watching Langseth’s develop-
ment this season.

“He was a starter for us last 
year as a ninth-grader,” Pa-
quette said. 

“He’s a similar player to 
Cooper. He makes intelligent 
plays on the blue line. He’s got 
good size and reach, and he’s 
able to break up a lot of plays. 
We’ll just look to have him im-
prove throughout the season.”

Zachary Kruse finished 
last season with five points on 
three goals and two assists. 
As a junior, Kruse will look to 
expand his role on the ice for 
the Cardinals.

“He had a quite a bit of ice 
team last year,” Paquette said.

“He plays a physical game 
for us. He drives the puck to 
the net. We’ll rely on his speed 
and playmaking ability. this 
season.”

The Cardinals won’t have 
as much depth as the teams 
they face each week. However, 
each player that will be on the 
ice has played varsity minutes. 

“It feels so much better having that start date. Once we got the OK to 
start competition, it was weight-lifted off our shoulders. 

Some of these guys have already lost seasons last year with baseball. 
A lot of them are football players and they’re looking to 

bring that effort and energy over after having a successful season on 
the gridiron. We’re grateful to have the opportunity to play. 

It’s a quick season; it’s going to be here and gone in a blink of an eye. 
We just want to enjoy every minute that we have and have fun.”

- Luverne boys' hockey coach Phil Paquette

LHS Hockey/Page 14
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By Brennen Rupp
The 2021 Luverne Cardinals 

girls’ basketball team is hoping 
to wrap up some unfinished 
business this season.

A year ago the Luverne girls 
earned the No. 1 seed in the 
South Section in the 3A Sec-
tion Tournament after finishing 
the regular season with a 17-9 
record.

The Cardinals opened the 
section tournament with back-
to-back double-digit victories 
over St. James and Jackson 
County Central.

Luverne’s first appearance 
in a postseason championship 
ended in heartbreak. The Cardi-
nals fell to Windom Area 54-52 
after the Eagles hit a buzzer-
beater to send the Cardinals 
packing.

Since then, the Cardinals 
have been itching to get back 
on the court to put that loss in 
the rearview mirror. 

Unfortunately they’ve had a 
long wait due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Now that they are gearing 
up for the shortened 2021 sea-
son, the Cardinals are focused 
on what they can control. 

“We take things day by day 
and prepare and compete as 
if basketball could end tomor-
row,” Luverne head coach TJ 
Newgard said. 

“We have unfinished busi-
ness we would like to take care 
of this year and that is what we 
are focused on.”

Averill Sehr said it feels 
great to be back out on the 
hardwood with her teammates. 

"It feels pretty good," Sehr 
said. "Our team has been work-
ing pretty hard and we're ex-
cited to get the season started."

The first week of practice 
is usually focused on condi-
tioning. It's a week that a lot of 
athletes dread.

With the mask mandate in 
place that week was even more 
difficult for Sehr and her team-
mates. 

Cardinal girls aim to take it a step further in 2021

Brennen Rupp photo/0114 All State photo
The Luverne Cardinals earned the No. 1 seed in the South Section of the 3A Section Tournament 
last season. With a strong team returning, the Cardinals figure to be a factor in the section tourna-
ment in 2021. Mackenzie Van Grootheest (#9) is the lone senior on the roster.

"It's been hard," Sehr said. 
"Newgard has been condition-
ing us this first few weeks. It's 
been an adjustment. We obvi-
ously don't want to wear a mask 
while playing, but we just have 
to get used to wearing them and 
adjust."

The Cardinals return a 
strong of core players from 
last year’s team that tied the 

program record for wins in a 
season. They return four start-
ers and 11 out of 13 players.

“We have a very balanced 
team and each player has their 
own individual strengths,” New-
gard said. 

“We really preach ‘We over 
Me,’ so having a variety of girls 
fulfill their role trumps having 
one or two standout players.”

The four returning starters 
include Brooklynn Ver Steeg, 
Elizabeth Wagner, Christina 
Wagner and Averill Sehr. 

Ver Steeg has been playing 
at the varsity level since she was 
an eighth-grader. 

Last season as a sopho-
more she averaged 16.5 points, 
5.1 rebounds and 3.2 steals per 
game.

We have a very balanced team and each player has their own indi-
vidual strengths. We really preach ‘We over Me,’ so having a variety of 

girls fulfill their role trumps having one or two standout players.”

- Luverne head coach TJ Newgard 

Ver Steeg earned Big South 
All-Conference honors last sea-
son for her efforts on the court.

"Brooklynn is very good at 
seeing the court," Sehr said.

"She does a great job of 
driving and kicking it out to 
other people for open looks. 
She's become a really good 
shooter. On defense she can 
guard down in the post."

Sehr averaged eight points, 
two steals and two rebounds 
per game last season. 

Elizabeth Wagner averaged 
six points, five rebounds and 
two steals per game last season. 

Christina Wagner averaged 
four points, four rebounds and 
one block per game. 

The lone senior on the 
squad is Mackenzie Van Groot-
heest. Newgard said that Van 
Grootheest has bought into the 
“We over Me” quote that the 
coaching staff preaches to the 
team. 

“She is the epitome of self-
less,” Newgard said. 

“She’s a team-first student 
athlete and a positive voice on 
our bench."

On paper, the Cardinals are 
a young team. However, with 
four returning starters that have 
plenty of varsity experience 
under their belts, the Cardinals 
could produce a special season 
for Newgard and his program. 

“Even though we are still 
a young team, we have a lot of 
varsity experience,” Newgard 
said. 

“The girls on the roster 
have played a lot of basketball 
together and have also been 
part of successful varsity teams 
in their other sport.”

The Cardinals are one week 
into practice for the upcoming 
season, and Newgard said that 
the biggest difference he’s seen 
in his team is the confidence 
that they are playing with. As a 

Luverne Girls/Page 14
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Photo courtesy of John Sichmeller/0114 Luverne BB photo
The Luverne Cardinals have eight seniors on the roster for the upcoming season. They are (front, left) Ethan Beyer, Bailey Cowell, Arekel McLaughlin, LaShad Smith, 
(back) Kaden Lampron-DeSollar, Ben Jarchow, Justin Dohlmann, Jayson Rops, Matthaus Dobbe (manager).

Strong group of seniors will lead LHS in 2021
By Brennen Rupp

The Luverne Cardinals 
boys’ basketball team finished 
the 2019-2020 regular season 
with an 11-13 record. They 
opened the section tourna-
ment with a 74-40 victory over 
St. James. They then dropped 
a nail-biter to Fairmont in the 
next round, 61-59.

The Cardinals return two 
starters from last year’s team 
and will have eight seniors on 
the roster. With that plethora of 
experience the Cardinals will 
have a strong shot to finish the 
season with a record over the 

.500 mark for the first time since 
the 2012-2013 season.

“We have eight seniors,” 
Luverne head coach John Sich-
meller said. “Which is definitely 
a large group of seniors for us.  

They are a really fun group to be 
around. They work hard and set 
the tone for the rest of the play-
ers in our program.”

Bailey Cowell is one of 
those eight seniors for the 

Cardinals. Cowell returns as 
a three-year starter at point 
guard. Sichmeller said he’s the 
one that stirs the proverbial 
drink for his team. 

“He is our point guard 

who gets our team going,” 
Sichmeller said. “When he is 
playing well, our team generally 
plays well.”

Sophomore Gannon 
Ahrendt joins Cowell as a 
returning starter. As a fresh-
man Ahrendt led the Cardinals 
in scoring. The Cardinals will 
expect even more from Ahrendt 
as a sophomore.

“Gannon was our second 
leading scorer as a freshman 
last year, and he has had a good 
first week of practice,” Sich-

Luverne hoops/Page 10

We have eight seniors. Which is definitely a large group of seniors 
for us.  They are a really fun group to be around. They work hard 

and set the tone for the rest of the players in our program.”

- Luverne head coach John Sichmeller
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Luverne returns a pair of state tournament participant 
gymnasts in Cowell and Reisdorfer

By Brennen Rupp
The 2019-20 gymnastics 

season marked the first time 
since 2004 that the Luverne 
Cardinals had representa-
tives at the state tourna-
ment. 

As seventh-graders, 
Ella Reisdorfer and Amira 
Cowell ended the 16-year 
drought.

Cowell earned her trip 
to the state event by record-
ing a score of 8.95 on the 
vault. 

At the state event Cow-
ell placed 38th in a field of 
47 entries. She recorded a 
score of 8.9375.

Reisdorfer stamped her 
ticket to the state tourna-
ment by recording a score of 
8.1 on the bars.

At the big dance, Reis-
dorfer placed 39th in a field 
of 48. She recorded a score 
of 7.8375.

Alonog with being 
a state qualifer, Residor-
fer earned All-Big South 
Conference honors for her 
efforts last season. She was 
one of 15 athletes to be 
recognized. 

“Ella and Amira are 
two very strong gymnasts. 
We knew coming into their 
seventh-grade year they 
would do well,” said Luverne 
head coach Phoebe Flom. 

“Both had been mem-
bers of our Cardinal kids 
program. They became 
scoring members of our 
varsity team right away. Ella 
was one of our top scorers 
immediately. Amira kept 
getting stronger as the sea-
son progressed. She worked 
hard on the vault that got 
her to the state tournament. 
In fact, we had debated 
whether or not to throw the 
vault at the section meet. 

Brennen Rupp photo/0114 State Gymnasts photo
Amira Cowell (left) and Ella Reisdorfer (right) qualifed for the 
gymnastics state tournament last season as seventh graders. 
The talented two will look to replicate that success this season.

We’re very glad we did.”
Now as eighth-graders, 

Cowell and Reisdorfer will look 
to build off the success they 
enjoyed last season. Consider-
ing their strong worth ethic, 
Flom said that shouldn’t be a 
problem. 

“Both of these girls have 
the drive and a passion for the 
sport,” Flom said. 

“They both compete all-
around (all four events). They 
push each other and go above 
and beyond what is expected 

of them. I am expecting these 
two to stand out and be scor-
ing leaders for the varsity team. 
They both have new skills they 
are looking forward to adding to 
their routines.”

With no seniors on the 
roster, Flom will lean on Cowell 
and Reisdorfer for team leader-
ship.

Last season marked the 
first time since 1989 that the 
gymnastics squad had multiple 
state qualifiers. Flom noted that 
there are several other gym-

nasts, aside from Cowell and 
Reisdorfer that could make the 
trip to the state tournament in 
2021.  

“We also have Sara deC-
esare coming to us this year,” 
Flom said. 

“She has been competing 
in Sioux Falls. She looks strong.”

Flom also mentioned 
Hailey Como, Corynn Oye, and 
Kendra Thorson as athletes who 
work hard and show potential. 

“Tianna Lais is looking 
good and competed in the vault 
at sections last year,” Flom said.

“Our group of incoming 
seventh-graders looks good as 
well.”

She said one thing all the 
Cardinal gymnasts have in 
common is the desire to get 
better, which makes her excited 
to get to practice each day.

“This is a great group of 
kids,” Flom said. “They are all 
very competitive and self-
driven. They push each other. 
The excitement that they have 
makes me want to be in the 
gym.”

While in the gym Flom and 
her team have had to adjust due 
to COVID-19 and the protocols 
and restrictions that have been 
put in place. 

One of those restrictions is 

“Both of these girls have the drive and 
a passion for the sport. They both compete 

all-around (all four events). They push each 
other and go above and beyond what is ex-
pected of them. I am expecting these two to 

stand out and be scoring leaders for the var-
sity team. They both have new skills they are 
looking forward to adding to their routines.”

- Luverne coach Phoebe Flom on  
eighth-graders Amira Cowell and Ella Reisdorfer

the mask mandate, that re-
quires athletes to wear a mask.

"We have had no problems 
at all with the mask mandate," 
Flom said. 

"The girls wear them with-
out complaint. Our girls have 
the option of removing them 
for tough skills. They choose to 
just leave them on. It's more of 
a pain to put it on and off. So far 
so good for us."

The 2021 season will mark 
the 26th season for Flom as the 
head coach at Luverne. This 
winter sports season is going to 
be unlike any other she's seen 
due to COVID-19 pandemic.

For a time period it looked 
like the 2021 winter sports 
season was in jeopardy. There 
was fear that it could fall to the 
wayside, much like the 2020 
spring sports season. 

The fact that Flom and her 
team will get the opportunity 
to compete already makes this 
season a success. 

“ Staying healthy and 
injury-free are our goals,” Flom 
said. 

“We would love a trip back 
to the state tournament if they 
have one. Putting the last year 
into perspective, getting a 
chance to perform is a success.”
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Luverne wrestlers taking nothing for granted in 2021
By Brennen Rupp

Riley Cowell led the Lu-
verne wrestling team in total 
wins last season and earned 
all-conference honors for his 
efforts. 

This season as a senior, 
Cowell will look to build off that 
individual success as he leads 
the Cardinals into the 2021 
campaign.

“Riley brings many years 
of experience,” Luverne head 
coach Jordan Kopp said. “He 
has a strong work ethic in the 
practice room.”

Cowell will be joined by fel-
low senior, Hunter Baker, who 
decided to join the team for the 
upcoming season at the last 
minute. 

Baker wrestled for the Car-
dinals a few years ago and de-
ciced it was time to get back out 
on the mat for the Cardinals.

"He is back after being 
away the last few years," Kopp 
said.

"He looks like he is ready 
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experience and he feels he can 
bring that experience and be a 
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With all the uncertainty 
surrounding winter sports in 
the state of Minnesota, there 
was serious doubt about there 
being a wrestling season in 
2021. After all, it is the most 
physical and the athletes are in 
close quarters of one another

Now that the dust has 
settled, Kopp said his wrestlers 
won’t make any assumptions.

“The biggest thing is we 
need to make the most out of 
it,” Kopp said. 

“We do not want to take 
this for granted. We want a 
postseason. We pray we get 
one, but for now we need to go 
out and enjoy it, and as I said, 
pray for the best.”

The Cardinals are in a good 
place in terms of leadership. 
Aside from Cowell and Baker, 
the Cardinals have a trio of 
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The Cardinals will be led on the mat this season by a pair of seniors they are (from left) Riley Cowell 
and Hunter Baker. Cowell led the Cardinals in total wins last season as a junior. 

juniors with experience.
“Braydon Ripka had a good 

year for us last season as a 
sophomore,” Kopp said.

“We have a couple of other 
juniors looking to come back 
and have a good year as well in 
Zach Bradley and Chris Rosin.”

With a fairly young squad, 
Kopp said he’s looking forward 
to watching the development of 
the underclassmen. 

“We have some new young-
er inexperienced guys coming 

back that will be fun to watch 
this year,” Kopp said. “It will 
be nice to see how far they’ve 
come in their development.”

The last time the Cardinals 
participated in a competitive 
event was during the section 
tournament on Feb. 21 and 22 
of last year, which was held in 
Luverne. 

The Cardinals will open the 
shortened 2021 season in Red-
wood Falls for a match against 
Redwood Valley. 

Kopp said he’s noticed an 
uptick in terms of intensity in 
practice as the team prepares to 
hit the ground running. 

“This whole team stands 
out,” Kopp said. 

“These guys are ready to 
compete, they are getting after 
things. Usually it’s tough to 
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weeks but these guys are ready. 
They want to compete and 
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Cowell figures to lead the 

team in wins again this season. 
It's a safe bet that Cowell will 
earn the Cardinals a point each 
time he is on the mat and Kopp 
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the 120, 138, 145, 152 and 182 
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year. He'll probably be wrestling 
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third place in the 113-pound 
division. Kopp believes that he’s 
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have a shot at making it to the 
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Kopp said. "I know that is their 
goal. For them to be able  to get 
there would be great for our 
programl Our goal is for our 
team to grow and mature and 
compete no matter what the 
numbers are.”

“The biggest thing 
is we need to make 
the most out of it.

We do not want to 
take this for granted. 
We want a postsea-
son. We pray we get 

one, but for now 
we need to go out 

and enjoy it, and as 
I said, pray for the 

best.”

- Luverne head 
coach Jordan Kopp
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Congratulations
to all fair participants!
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,
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(back door on south side)
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Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
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Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
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Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior
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Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
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Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156
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Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)
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Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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home as smooth and easy as possible.
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Shop Phone: 507-673-2232
Home Phone: 507-673-2488

A-1

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric

Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.
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Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne

507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich
Katherine L. Jauert

Leenderts Lawn Care
Arlen Leenderts

Lawn Spraying, Aeration, 
Mowing

507-962-3794

Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
Hill, Minn.

507-962-3267

M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street • Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427

www.hermanmotor.com

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Creek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine 888-616 BANK
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138

507-962-3251
after hours 507-962-3479

Scott Adams 507-227-0840 •Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

www.cragoe.com
For more details stop by, call or visit our Web site

This weekly church page is
sponsored by the following

Local Businesses:
call Chantel at 962-3230 to advertise� �

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226 1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
PO Box 1  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

Makin’ Waves
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3226

The Tuff
Memorial Home

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3275

Roste Funeral Home
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3322

Luverne, MN

507-283-9171
or 1-800-634-7701

www.papik.com
Check our out Website

Before You Buy . . .

M & M Repair
Steen, Minn.

507-855-2333

Hills
Stainless Steel
Hills & Luverne
507-283-4405

Hills Locker
Service

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3251

Manley Tire &
Oil Service

Manley, Minn.
507-755-6615

Country Cupboards
"Where Fine Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!"

2 mi les S. of  Luverne on Hwy. 75
Phone 507-283-8176

ROCK VETERINARY
CLINIC, P.A.

South Hwy. 75 •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9524 or 1-800-632-8838

CRAGOE  REAL  ESTATE

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITYwww.cragoe.com

SUNDEM OIL
Hills, MN

507-962-3210 119 S. Spring, Luverne, MN
283-9549

PETE’S TRAILER SALES
Pete Teune

RR, Steen, MN - Ph. 855-2340

New Prairie Insulation, Inc.
Serving Residences & Contractors

FREE ESTIMATES

Insulation & Siding
Arnold Brondsema
Beaver Creek, MN

507-673-2548 or 1-800-232-7089

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street •  Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427
 www.hermanmotor.com

 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294
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A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156
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Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
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Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law
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John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior

Athletes

Luverne, MN 507-283-4429

208 South Main
Hills, MN 56138
(507) 962-3000

605-988-7755

Dana Hoffman

This weekly church page is
sponsored by the following

Local Businesses:
call Chantel at 962-3230 to advertise� �

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
231 S Main,  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com
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PATRIOTS
2019  SPRING SPORTS

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc golf team
Ten boys and seven girls are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek golf program in 2019. They are (front row, 
from left) Austin Allen, Dallas Page, Damion Meinerts, (middle) Tess Van Maanen, Hannah Fick, Kailey Rozeboom, 
Taylor Spykerboer, Alexis Swenson, (back) Ethan Kruger, Parker Gehrke, Ty Bundesen, Robbie Drake, Jacob 
Axness and Thomas Dysthe. Missing are Bryn Mongeau, Eve Burgers and Seth Klarenbeek.

Sidney Fick, Track

Madison Spath, Track

Ana Hagen, Track

Luke LaRock, Track

Hunter Bork, Track

Garrett Raymon, Track

George Merson, Track

S EN IORS GOLF

TRACK

John Rittenhouse photo/0423 hbc gt team
There are 11 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek High School girls’ 
track team. They are (front, from left) Lauren Tatge, Kenadie Fick, Taryn Rauk, Shayla Rainford, 
Ana Hagen, (back) Madison Spath, Taylor Durst, Sidney Fick, Abby Knobloch, Joslyn Birger and 
Ashlee Kelderman.

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc bt team
There are 21 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek boys’ track team. They are 
(front, from left) Troy Durst, Liam Raymon, Dewell Rauk, Easton Harnack, Andrew Harris, Conner Vande Voort, 
(middle) Max Scholten, Chase Bosch, Zander Wysong, Calvin Erickson, Tryce Bennett, (back) Cole Baker, Gar-
rett Raymon, Luke LaRock, Jax Wysong, Tyson Bork, Brandon Taubert and Hunter Bork. Missing are Donavon 
Leenderts, Gavin Wysong and George Merson.

MARK & ANNIE OPITZ, OWNERS
401 W. Hatting St., Luverne, MN 56156

507.283.1716  • www.qualityprinting-luverne.com

MARK & ANNIE OPITZ, OWNERS
401 W. Hatting St., Luverne, MN 56156

507.283.1716  • www.qualityprinting-luverne.com

Jason Vote, Agent
311 W Gabrielson Rd #3 

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-4401
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Congratulations
to all fair participants!
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Valocity Hair
,
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.
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Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294
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A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276
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Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.
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Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
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PATRIOTS
2019  SPRING SPORTS

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc golf team
Ten boys and seven girls are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek golf program in 2019. They are (front row, 
from left) Austin Allen, Dallas Page, Damion Meinerts, (middle) Tess Van Maanen, Hannah Fick, Kailey Rozeboom, 
Taylor Spykerboer, Alexis Swenson, (back) Ethan Kruger, Parker Gehrke, Ty Bundesen, Robbie Drake, Jacob 
Axness and Thomas Dysthe. Missing are Bryn Mongeau, Eve Burgers and Seth Klarenbeek.

Sidney Fick, Track

Madison Spath, Track

Ana Hagen, Track

Luke LaRock, Track

Hunter Bork, Track

Garrett Raymon, Track

George Merson, Track

S EN IORS GOLF

TRACK

John Rittenhouse photo/0423 hbc gt team
There are 11 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek High School girls’ 
track team. They are (front, from left) Lauren Tatge, Kenadie Fick, Taryn Rauk, Shayla Rainford, 
Ana Hagen, (back) Madison Spath, Taylor Durst, Sidney Fick, Abby Knobloch, Joslyn Birger and 
Ashlee Kelderman.

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc bt team
There are 21 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek boys’ track team. They are 
(front, from left) Troy Durst, Liam Raymon, Dewell Rauk, Easton Harnack, Andrew Harris, Conner Vande Voort, 
(middle) Max Scholten, Chase Bosch, Zander Wysong, Calvin Erickson, Tryce Bennett, (back) Cole Baker, Gar-
rett Raymon, Luke LaRock, Jax Wysong, Tyson Bork, Brandon Taubert and Hunter Bork. Missing are Donavon 
Leenderts, Gavin Wysong and George Merson.

Photo courtesy of H-BC athletics/114 H-BC photo
The H-BC Patriots will be led by five seniors. They are (from left) Allie LaRock, Abby Knobloch, Taryn Rauk, Annie Bos and Lauren Tatge. 

Patriots primed for special year after a 20-2 season
By Brennen Rupp

The Hills-Beaver Creek 
girls’ basketball team has en-
joyed success over the last three 
seasons. 

During the 2017-2018 
season the Patriots finished 
their regular season with a 19-5 
record. They opened the section 
tournament with double-digit 
victories over Ellsworth and 
Adrian.

In the section semifinals 
H-BC fell to Southwest Minne-
sota Christian, 74-66. 

The Patriots enjoyed an 
undefeated regular season in 
2018-2019 with an impressive 

23-0 record. 
H-BC opened the section 

tournament with a convincing 
73-13 victory over Westbrook 
Walnut-Grove. They then took 
care of Murray County Central 
86-46.

The Patriots saw their 
perfect season come to an end 
at the hands of Southwest Min-
nesota Christian in the section 
semifinals. The Eagles bested 
the Patriots 58-46 to move on to 
the section championship. 

Last season the Patriots put 
together a 20-2 season. Just like 
the previous two seasons, they 
won the first two games of the 

section tournament, setting up 
a showdown with Southwest 
Minnesota Christian for the 
third straight year in the section 
semifinals.

Unfortunately for the Patri-
ots, the third time was not the 
charm, as they fell to the Eagles 
50-47.

The Patriots will return 
three starters from last year’s 
team and have five seniors on 
the roster. It’s a group of seniors 
that will look to get the prover-
bial monkey off their back and 
get past the section semifinals 
this season. 

“This group of seniors has 

great leadership qualities,” 
H-BC head coach Kale Wiertze-
ma said. “They understand who 
we are as a basketball program 
and want to instill those quali-
ties into their teammates. Early 
in the season they have already 
demonstrated they are great 
teachers and models for our 
younger athletes.”

Taryn Rauk is one of those 
seniors. Rauk has been play-
ing on the varsity level since 
she was an eighth-grader. The 
senior recently committed to 
continue to play basketball 
at Dordt University after she 
graduates from H-BC. 

Wiertzema said that Rauk 
has developed into a force on 
both ends of the floor for the 
Patriots. 

“Taryn has always been 
someone we relied on heav-
ily on the defensive end of the 
floor,” Wiertzema said. “Last 
year she really transformed her 
game to become a huge threat 
on both ends of the court. She 
was our leading scorer averag-
ing over 17 points per game and 
also led us in steals. She will be 
a huge part of what we do both 
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H-BC boys preparing for a season unlike any other

Brennen Rupp photo/0114 H-BC photo
The Hills-Beaver Creek Patriots varsity squad members are (from left) Dallas Page, Ty Bundesen, Zander Wysong, Andrew Harris and Drew Leenderts (Back) Sean 
Elbers, Oliver Deelstra, Cole Baker, Troy Durst and Liam Raymon. The Patriots are coming off an 8-15 season. 

By Brennen Rupp
Steve Wiertzema is starting 

his 30th season as the Hills-
Beaver Creek boys’ basketball 
coach. Wiertzema has seen it all 
and been through it all during 
his tenure with the Patriots.

For the Patriots and every 
team in the state of Minnesota, 
it’s been a roller coaster to just 
get to the start of winter sports 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

When the season starts, 

there will certainly be curve-
balls that Wiertzema and his 
team will have to deal with. 

“Just like everything else 
this year, we have to adapt,” 
Wiertzema said. 

“We have to to be able to 
adjust to the situations in front 
of us.”

One of those curveballs 
that the Patriots will have to 
deal with is the mask mandate, 
which requires the student 
athletes to wear a face covering 

while practicing and during 
competitions. 

"Nobody wants to wear a 
mask," H-BC senior, Zander 
Wysong said. 

"It is what it is. We're just 
happy to be playing It feels re-
ally good to be back out on the 
court. Especailly after having 
our football season cut short. 
We weren't entirely sure about 
the basketball season.  We're 
just going to enjoy this season."

Oliver Deelstra said that 

wearing a mask while playing 
is not ideal, but noted that him 
and his teammates are just 
happy to be out on the court 
together again. 

"We don't agree with all 
the rules," Deelstra said. "We're 
just happy to be out here and 
playing though. As long as we're 
out here together I'm fine with 
them."

Last season the Patriots 
finished the regular season with 
an 8-15 record. 

They defeated Heron-Lake 
Okabena 50-47 in the first 
round of the section tourna-
ment. The Patriots then lost to 
No. 1 seed Southwest Min-
nesota Christian in the second 
round. 

The Patriots will return 
three starters from last year’s 
team. Zander Wysong, Oliver 
Deelstra and Cole Baker will 
lead the Patriots as they look 
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SENIOR
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John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior

Athletes

Page 6 August 30, 2012 Hills Crescent Hills Crescent  August 30, 2012  Page 7

Meghan Leuthold

Jeff Sandbulte

John Luze

Billy Horsman

Paige Leuthold

Nathan Taubert

Haley VanWyhe

Jon Gallagher Zach WagenaarJacob CongerDalton Bass David CarrTate BorkJustin Kerkhove-Brandt Jared Lingen

SENIOR
ATHLETES

Hidden Hills Cafe
214 S. Main, Hills, MN

507-962-3498

New Prairie
Insulation

Beaver Creek, Minn.

507-673-2548

Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop Phone: 507-673-2232
Home Phone: 507-673-2488

A-1

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric

Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —

BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —

BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

(507) 669-2150
Hardwick, MN

(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

sanfordluverne.orgsanfordluverne.org

Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne

507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich
Katherine L. Jauert

Leenderts Lawn Care
Arlen Leenderts

Lawn Spraying, Aeration, 
Mowing

507-962-3794

Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
Hill, Minn.

507-962-3267

M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street • Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427

www.hermanmotor.com

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Creek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine 888-616 BANK
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138

507-962-3251
after hours 507-962-3479

Scott Adams 507-227-0840 •Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

www.cragoe.com
For more details stop by, call or visit our Web site

This weekly church page is
sponsored by the following

Local Businesses:
call Chantel at 962-3230 to advertise� �

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226 1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
PO Box 1  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

Makin’ Waves
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3226

The Tuff
Memorial Home

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3275

Roste Funeral Home
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3322

Luverne, MN

507-283-9171
or 1-800-634-7701

www.papik.com
Check our out Website

Before You Buy . . .

M & M Repair
Steen, Minn.

507-855-2333

Hills
Stainless Steel
Hills & Luverne
507-283-4405

Hills Locker
Service

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3251

Manley Tire &
Oil Service

Manley, Minn.
507-755-6615

Country Cupboards
"Where Fine Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!"

2 mi les S. of  Luverne on Hwy. 75
Phone 507-283-8176

ROCK VETERINARY
CLINIC, P.A.

South Hwy. 75 •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9524 or 1-800-632-8838

CRAGOE  REAL  ESTATE

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITYwww.cragoe.com

SUNDEM OIL
Hills, MN

507-962-3210 119 S. Spring, Luverne, MN
283-9549

PETE’S TRAILER SALES
Pete Teune

RR, Steen, MN - Ph. 855-2340

New Prairie Insulation, Inc.
Serving Residences & Contractors

FREE ESTIMATES

Insulation & Siding
Arnold Brondsema
Beaver Creek, MN

507-673-2548 or 1-800-232-7089

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street •  Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427
 www.hermanmotor.com

 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior

Athletes

Page 6 August 30, 2012 Hills Crescent Hills Crescent  August 30, 2012  Page 7

Meghan Leuthold

Jeff Sandbulte

John Luze

Billy Horsman

Paige Leuthold

Nathan Taubert

Haley VanWyhe

Jon Gallagher Zach WagenaarJacob CongerDalton Bass David CarrTate BorkJustin Kerkhove-Brandt Jared Lingen

SENIOR
ATHLETES

Hidden Hills Cafe
214 S. Main, Hills, MN

507-962-3498

New Prairie
Insulation

Beaver Creek, Minn.

507-673-2548

Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop Phone: 507-673-2232
Home Phone: 507-673-2488

A-1

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric

Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —

BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —

BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

(507) 669-2150
Hardwick, MN

(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

sanfordluverne.orgsanfordluverne.org

Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne

507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich
Katherine L. Jauert

Leenderts Lawn Care
Arlen Leenderts

Lawn Spraying, Aeration, 
Mowing

507-962-3794

Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
Hill, Minn.

507-962-3267

M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street • Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427

www.hermanmotor.com

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Creek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine 888-616 BANK
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138

507-962-3251
after hours 507-962-3479

Scott Adams 507-227-0840 •Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

www.cragoe.com
For more details stop by, call or visit our Web site

This weekly church page is
sponsored by the following

Local Businesses:
call Chantel at 962-3230 to advertise� �

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226 1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
PO Box 1  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

Makin’ Waves
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3226

The Tuff
Memorial Home

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3275

Roste Funeral Home
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3322

Luverne, MN

507-283-9171
or 1-800-634-7701

www.papik.com
Check our out Website

Before You Buy . . .

M & M Repair
Steen, Minn.

507-855-2333

Hills
Stainless Steel
Hills & Luverne
507-283-4405

Hills Locker
Service

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3251

Manley Tire &
Oil Service

Manley, Minn.
507-755-6615

Country Cupboards
"Where Fine Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!"

2 mi les S. of  Luverne on Hwy. 75
Phone 507-283-8176

ROCK VETERINARY
CLINIC, P.A.

South Hwy. 75 •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9524 or 1-800-632-8838

CRAGOE  REAL  ESTATE

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITYwww.cragoe.com

SUNDEM OIL
Hills, MN

507-962-3210 119 S. Spring, Luverne, MN
283-9549

PETE’S TRAILER SALES
Pete Teune

RR, Steen, MN - Ph. 855-2340

New Prairie Insulation, Inc.
Serving Residences & Contractors

FREE ESTIMATES

Insulation & Siding
Arnold Brondsema
Beaver Creek, MN

507-673-2548 or 1-800-232-7089

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street •  Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427
 www.hermanmotor.com

 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior

Athletes

507-962-3267

S. Highway 75  •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9555 or 800-956-9556
www.luvernefarmstore.com

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Orv's
Local Gas Station & Convenience Store

507-962-3210
Orv and Bonnie Sundem, owners

     Selling Real Estate

in the Heart of
      the Prairieland.

Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD    Renee Guy, Real Estate Agent
E-mail: infocragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

WWW.CRAGOE.COM

Hidden Hills Cafe
214 S. Main, Hills, MN

507-962-3498

Page 6 August 30, 2012 Hills Crescent Hills Crescent  August 30, 2012  Page 7

Meghan Leuthold

Jeff Sandbulte

John Luze

Billy Horsman

Paige Leuthold

Nathan Taubert

Haley VanWyhe

Jon Gallagher Zach WagenaarJacob CongerDalton Bass David CarrTate BorkJustin Kerkhove-Brandt Jared Lingen

SENIOR
ATHLETES

Hidden Hills Cafe
214 S. Main, Hills, MN

507-962-3498

New Prairie
Insulation

Beaver Creek, Minn.

507-673-2548

Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop Phone: 507-673-2232
Home Phone: 507-673-2488

A-1

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric

Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —

BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —

BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

(507) 669-2150
Hardwick, MN

(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

sanfordluverne.orgsanfordluverne.org

Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne

507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich
Katherine L. Jauert

Leenderts Lawn Care
Arlen Leenderts

Lawn Spraying, Aeration, 
Mowing

507-962-3794

Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
Hill, Minn.

507-962-3267

M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street • Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427

www.hermanmotor.com

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Creek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine 888-616 BANK
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138

507-962-3251
after hours 507-962-3479

Scott Adams 507-227-0840 •Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

www.cragoe.com
For more details stop by, call or visit our Web site

This weekly church page is
sponsored by the following

Local Businesses:
call Chantel at 962-3230 to advertise� �

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226 1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
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“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),
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Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
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Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156
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Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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Hidden Hills Cafe
214 S. Main, Hills, MN

507-962-3498

New Prairie
Insulation

Beaver Creek, Minn.

507-673-2548

Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop Phone: 507-673-2232
Home Phone: 507-673-2488

A-1

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric

Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429
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Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.
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(507) 669-2150
Hardwick, MN

(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

sanfordluverne.orgsanfordluverne.org

Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne

507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich
Katherine L. Jauert

Leenderts Lawn Care
Arlen Leenderts

Lawn Spraying, Aeration, 
Mowing

507-962-3794

Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
Hill, Minn.

507-962-3267

M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street • Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427

www.hermanmotor.com

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Creek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine 888-616 BANK
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138

507-962-3251
after hours 507-962-3479

Scott Adams 507-227-0840 •Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

www.cragoe.com
For more details stop by, call or visit our Web site
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Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226 1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
PO Box 1  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

Makin’ Waves
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3226

The Tuff
Memorial Home

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3275

Roste Funeral Home
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3322

Luverne, MN

507-283-9171
or 1-800-634-7701

www.papik.com
Check our out Website

Before You Buy . . .

M & M Repair
Steen, Minn.

507-855-2333

Hills
Stainless Steel
Hills & Luverne
507-283-4405

Hills Locker
Service

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3251

Manley Tire &
Oil Service

Manley, Minn.
507-755-6615

Country Cupboards
"Where Fine Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!"

2 mi les S. of  Luverne on Hwy. 75
Phone 507-283-8176

ROCK VETERINARY
CLINIC, P.A.

South Hwy. 75 •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9524 or 1-800-632-8838

CRAGOE  REAL  ESTATE

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITYwww.cragoe.com

SUNDEM OIL
Hills, MN

507-962-3210 119 S. Spring, Luverne, MN
283-9549

PETE’S TRAILER SALES
Pete Teune

RR, Steen, MN - Ph. 855-2340

New Prairie Insulation, Inc.
Serving Residences & Contractors

FREE ESTIMATES

Insulation & Siding
Arnold Brondsema
Beaver Creek, MN

507-673-2548 or 1-800-232-7089

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street •  Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427
 www.hermanmotor.com
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Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),
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Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156
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Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
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Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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208 South Main
Hills, MN 56138
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•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners
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Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
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Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
231 S Main,  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.

M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

Member FDIC

507-283-2333
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Hills, MN
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Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
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1-800-615-3704
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M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

PATRIOTS
2019  SPRING SPORTS

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc golf team
Ten boys and seven girls are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek golf program in 2019. They are (front row, 
from left) Austin Allen, Dallas Page, Damion Meinerts, (middle) Tess Van Maanen, Hannah Fick, Kailey Rozeboom, 
Taylor Spykerboer, Alexis Swenson, (back) Ethan Kruger, Parker Gehrke, Ty Bundesen, Robbie Drake, Jacob 
Axness and Thomas Dysthe. Missing are Bryn Mongeau, Eve Burgers and Seth Klarenbeek.

Sidney Fick, Track

Madison Spath, Track

Ana Hagen, Track

Luke LaRock, Track

Hunter Bork, Track

Garrett Raymon, Track

George Merson, Track

S EN IORS GOLF

TRACK

John Rittenhouse photo/0423 hbc gt team
There are 11 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek High School girls’ 
track team. They are (front, from left) Lauren Tatge, Kenadie Fick, Taryn Rauk, Shayla Rainford, 
Ana Hagen, (back) Madison Spath, Taylor Durst, Sidney Fick, Abby Knobloch, Joslyn Birger and 
Ashlee Kelderman.

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc bt team
There are 21 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek boys’ track team. They are 
(front, from left) Troy Durst, Liam Raymon, Dewell Rauk, Easton Harnack, Andrew Harris, Conner Vande Voort, 
(middle) Max Scholten, Chase Bosch, Zander Wysong, Calvin Erickson, Tryce Bennett, (back) Cole Baker, Gar-
rett Raymon, Luke LaRock, Jax Wysong, Tyson Bork, Brandon Taubert and Hunter Bork. Missing are Donavon 
Leenderts, Gavin Wysong and George Merson.

Keith Elbers, Auctioneer / Real Estate Sales
Lic #67-62www.ElbersAuction.com

office: 507-962-3433
home: 507-962-3432

cell: 507-920-6131
keith@realestateretrievers.com

meller said.
“We are counting on him to 

continue to score the points for us 
and keep improving his game.”

Ethan Beyer and Jayson Rops 
are two seniors that could help the 
Patriots get over the .500 mark this 
season. Last season as juniors they 
played a minor role. Now that they 
are seniors, Sichmeller is excited 
to watch them play a more promi-
nent role for the Cardinals. 

“Ethan and Jayson saw some 
playing time last year and have 
done a really good job through the 
first week,” Sichmeller said. “We 
will be counting heavily on them 
as well.”

There are always players that 
stand out during practice after the 
offseason. Junior Seth Bose is that 
player for the Cardinals. Sich-
meller said it’s evident that Bose 
worked hard on his craft during 
the offseason.

“Seth has been the biggest 
surprise through our first week of 
practice,” Sichmeller said. “He has 
put in a lot of work on his game 
and it is starting to show. It will be 
fun to get into games and see how 
some of the kids who have little or 
no varsity experience perform and 
who steps up to fill some needed 
roles on the team.”

With eight seniors and tal-
ented underclassmen the Cardi-
nals will have plenty of depth for 
the upcoming season. That deep 
bench will be one of the team’s 
strengths this season.

“I think the strength of this 
year’s team is our overall speed 
and athleticism,” Sichmeller said. 
“We also have a lot of guys that will 
get a chance to play.”

During the COVID-19 lock-
down, prep teams in the state of 
Minnesota were not allowed to 
practice together. Now that the 
Cardinals are back on the hard-
wood together, they’re not taking a 
second of it for granted. 

“We are just stressing that it 
is good to be back together and 
getting the chance to play and 
practice,” Sichmeller said. 

“There was a point where we 

“We are just 
stressing that it is 
good to be back 

together and get-
ting the chance to 
play and practice. 

There was a point 
where we weren’t 
sure if we would 

even get a season so 
we are just happy 

to be playing. 

The kids have been 
great with the 

masks and I don’t 
think they 

really care anymore 
about them be-

cause if that is what 
allows them to play 

then they will do 
whatever it takes.”

- Luverne 
Head boys' 

basketball coach 
John Sichmeller

Luverne boys' basketball preview/continued from page 5

weren’t sure if we would even get a 
season so we are just happy to be play-
ing. The kids have been great with the 
masks and I don’t think they really care 
anymore about them because if that is 
what allows them to play then they will 
do whatever it takes.”

Last season the Cardinals lost four 

games by five points or less, including 
a two-point loss in the section tourna-
ment. Sichmeller believes that his team 
is capable of going toe-to-toe with any 
team in their section.

“We obviously want to win as many 
games as possible and set ourselves up 
to do well in our section,” Sichmeller 

John Rittenhouse file photo/Bailey Cowell photo
Bailey Cowell drives to the basket during a game against Worthington last season. 
Cowell returns as one of eight seniors for the Luverne Cardinals. 

said. 
“We think we can beat anyone 

in our half of the section but we 
can lose to anyone as well.  More 
importantly, we want to enjoy our 
time together, have a lot of fun and 
give these eight seniors a great 
senior year.”
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507-283-2561
103 E. Main 

Luverne

www.rockcountychiropractic.com

213 E. Luverne St.
Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-1884

- Chiropractic Care
- Massage Therapy
- Postural
      Restoration

- Laser Therapy
- Custom Orthotics
- Nutritional
      Supplements

Michael P. Smith, DC

Viking Electric LLC

(507) 290-2595
vikingelectricmn@gmail.com

Conquering all of your electrical needs!
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural

Tim Gangestad
Owner

102 E. Maple
Luverne, MN

507-283-9151
210 East Lincoln • Luverne • 507-283-4161

Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne, MN
507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich

David a. owens

TIM WALGRAVE • JOSH VANDENHOEK • SETH MILLER
310 W. Hatting Street, Luverne MN 

Office: 507-449-8315 Fax: 507-449-8326

After long delay winter sports finally gets green light
By Brennen Rupp

The long wait is finally over 
for prep athletes, coaches and 
their families. On Jan. 4 teams 
began practicing to gear up for 
the winter sports season with 
competitions getting the green 
light to start on Jan. 14. 

When those contests 
resume on Jan. 14, they will do 
so under some strict COVID-19 
restrictions. One of those 
restrictions is a mask mandate, 
requiring athletes to wear a 
mask during competitions. 

That mask mandate will be 
loosened for wrestling, gymnas-
tics and swimming, where the 
mask could become a choking 
hazard.

“We’ve had no problems 
at all with the mask mandate,” 
Luverne gymnastics coach, 
Phoebe Flom said. “They wear 
them without complaint. Our 
girls have the option of remov-
ing them for tough skills. They 
choose to just leave them on. . 
So far so good for us.”

For the players it hasn’t 

been ideal, but they’re adjust-
ing to practicing with a mask, 
according to Hills-Beaver 
Creek basketball player Oliver 
Deelstra. 

“We don’t agree with all the 
rules,” Deelstra said. “We’re just 
happy to be out here and play-
ing though. As long as we’re 
out here together, I’m fine with 
them.”

Luverne boys' basketball 
head coach John Sichmeller 
said that his players could care 
less about the mask mandate. 
They're all just happy to be back 
out on the court. 

"The kids have been great 
with the masks" Sichmeller 
said. "I don't think they re-
ally care anymore about them 
because if that is what allows 
them to play then they will do 
whatever it takes."

On Jan. 6, Gov. Tim Walz 
announced Minnesota would 
loosen some restrictions that 
had been intensified since 
mid-November in an effort to 
halt a record surge in COVID-19 

cases. 
“This opportunity to partic-

ipate in athletics and activities 
also comes with great respon-
sibility,” said Minnesota State 
High School League Executive 
Director Erich Martens.

“It is critical that all stu-
dents, coaches, directors and 
officials maintain the highest 
standard of health and safety, 
both in and outside of school. 
Everyone must actively share 
the responsibility of reducing 
the spread of COVID-19 and 
keeping themselves and others 
safe and healthy.

 “The League appreciates 
the hard work of Governor Walz 
and state departments in rec-
ognizing the significance and 
importance of these activities 
and athletics for our students,” 
Martens said. 

“Through participation 
in League activities and athlet-
ics, our students have enhanced 
physical and mental health and 
well-being. And, when they 
participate under the leader-

ship and mentorship of League-
trained and certified coaches 
and directors, implementing 
League provided protocols and 
guidance, they can enjoy the 
safest possible experiences.”

Infection rates in Minneso-
ta have been reduced drastical-
ly since mid-November, when 
the governor and Minnesota 
Department of Health ordered 
a four-week pause. It affected 
bars, indoor dining and other 
activities, including youth, high 
school and adult recreational 
sports, a pause that was ex-
tended into this week. 

The state reported more 
than 8,600 confirmed corona-
virus infections on Nov. 14, and 
more than 9,000 on Nov. 28, 
but that was down to 1,573 late 
in December, and Walz said 
hospital capacity was down to a 
high of 98 percent for a few days 
in December.

For amateur sports, includ-
ing high school sports, loos-
ened restrictions began Mon-
day Jan. 4, when leagues were 

allowed to resume practices 
after a 45-day pause. 

No spectators have been al-
lowed inside arenas, with some 
exceptions, since practices 
resumed Jan. 4, and athletes, 
coaches, trainers and other of-
ficials are required to wear face 
coverings. 

Masks will still be required 
when games begin Jan. 14, but 
spectators will be allowed at 25 
percent capacity capped at 150 
attendees.

Teams, coaches and of-
ficials will not be included in 
that number for high school 
sports, Minnesota State High 
School League spokesperson 
Tim Leighton said.

According to the Minne-
sota Department of Health’s 
guidelines, those rules “do not 
prevent a parent, guardian or 
support from being present if 
necessary due to a participant’s 
age, disability or medical condi-
tion” at practices, but it won’t 
be an issue at all for competi-
tions.
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1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.
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BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

(507) 669-2150
Hardwick, MN

(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

sanfordluverne.orgsanfordluverne.org

Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP

120 N McKenzie, Luverne

507-283-9111

donald R. Klosterbuer
Jeffrey L. Haubrich
Katherine L. Jauert

Leenderts Lawn Care
Arlen Leenderts

Lawn Spraying, Aeration, 
Mowing

507-962-3794

Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
Hill, Minn.

507-962-3267

M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street • Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427

www.hermanmotor.com

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Creek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine 888-616 BANK
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138

507-962-3251
after hours 507-962-3479

Scott Adams 507-227-0840 •Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

www.cragoe.com
For more details stop by, call or visit our Web site

This weekly church page is
sponsored by the following

Local Businesses:
call Chantel at 962-3230 to advertise� �

Keith Elbers • Lic. #67-62

Elbers Auction Service
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3433 • www.elbersauction.com  

Member FDIC

Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366

(507) 962-3250  Hills, MN

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226 1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
PO Box 1  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

Makin’ Waves
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3226

The Tuff
Memorial Home

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3275

Roste Funeral Home
Hills, Minn.

507-962-3322

Luverne, MN

507-283-9171
or 1-800-634-7701

www.papik.com
Check our out Website

Before You Buy . . .

M & M Repair
Steen, Minn.

507-855-2333

Hills
Stainless Steel
Hills & Luverne
507-283-4405

Hills Locker
Service

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3251

Manley Tire &
Oil Service

Manley, Minn.
507-755-6615

Country Cupboards
"Where Fine Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!"

2 mi les S. of  Luverne on Hwy. 75
Phone 507-283-8176

ROCK VETERINARY
CLINIC, P.A.

South Hwy. 75 •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9524 or 1-800-632-8838

CRAGOE  REAL  ESTATE

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITYwww.cragoe.com

SUNDEM OIL
Hills, MN

507-962-3210 119 S. Spring, Luverne, MN
283-9549

PETE’S TRAILER SALES
Pete Teune

RR, Steen, MN - Ph. 855-2340

New Prairie Insulation, Inc.
Serving Residences & Contractors

FREE ESTIMATES

Insulation & Siding
Arnold Brondsema
Beaver Creek, MN

507-673-2548 or 1-800-232-7089

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street •  Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427
 www.hermanmotor.com

 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.
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Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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 www.hermanmotor.com

 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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A-1

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric

Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —
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Arlen Leenderts
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Wally’s Nursery
& Landscaping

Golden Harvest Dealer
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M & M Repair
Steen, MN

Melvin Van Batavia, owner
507-855-2333

507-283-9171
800-634-7701

Check out our website

www.papik.com

Before You Buy....

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street • Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427

www.hermanmotor.com

116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Creek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine 888-616 BANK
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

P.O. Box 554
Hills, MN 56138
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after hours 507-962-3479

Scott Adams 507-227-0840 •Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

www.cragoe.com
For more details stop by, call or visit our Web site
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Luverne, MN

507-283-9171
or 1-800-634-7701

www.papik.com
Check our out Website

Before You Buy . . .

M & M Repair
Steen, Minn.

507-855-2333

Hills
Stainless Steel
Hills & Luverne
507-283-4405

Hills Locker
Service

Hills, Minn.
507-962-3251

Manley Tire &
Oil Service

Manley, Minn.
507-755-6615

Country Cupboards
"Where Fine Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!"

2 mi les S. of  Luverne on Hwy. 75
Phone 507-283-8176

ROCK VETERINARY
CLINIC, P.A.

South Hwy. 75 •  Luverne, MN
507-283-9524 or 1-800-632-8838

CRAGOE  REAL  ESTATE

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITYwww.cragoe.com

SUNDEM OIL
Hills, MN

507-962-3210 119 S. Spring, Luverne, MN
283-9549

PETE’S TRAILER SALES
Pete Teune

RR, Steen, MN - Ph. 855-2340

New Prairie Insulation, Inc.
Serving Residences & Contractors

FREE ESTIMATES

Insulation & Siding
Arnold Brondsema
Beaver Creek, MN

507-673-2548 or 1-800-232-7089

HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street •  Luverne, MN

507-283-4427 or Toll Free 1-888-283-4427
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 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior

Athletes

Luverne, MN 507-283-4429

208 South Main
Hills, MN 56138
(507) 962-3000

605-988-7755

Dana Hoffman
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Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
 507-283-2366
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TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

•Light, heavy duty towing & recovery
•Local or long distance

•24 1/2-hour service
•Light auto repair

ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
Hair, Tanning

open monday-saturday by appointment
Evening appointments available

Hills * 507-962-3226

Sundem Oil Co.
Bulk Delivery & Diesel Fuels

Gas & Oil
Orv & Bonnie Sundem, owners

605-962-3210

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric
Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

Schuelke

ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION & SERVICE

Russ Schuelke
231 S Main,  Hills, MN

(507) 962-3569  (605) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.
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Member FDIC
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507.962.3250 
Hills, MN

bankwithssb.com
Member FDIC
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Hills  •  Steen  •  Beaver Creek

Hills, MN • Phone 507-962-3276
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Main Branch • 116 E. Main Street • Luverne MN
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1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.
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Elbers Auction Service
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P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138
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PATRIOTS
2019  SPRING SPORTS

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc golf team
Ten boys and seven girls are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek golf program in 2019. They are (front row, 
from left) Austin Allen, Dallas Page, Damion Meinerts, (middle) Tess Van Maanen, Hannah Fick, Kailey Rozeboom, 
Taylor Spykerboer, Alexis Swenson, (back) Ethan Kruger, Parker Gehrke, Ty Bundesen, Robbie Drake, Jacob 
Axness and Thomas Dysthe. Missing are Bryn Mongeau, Eve Burgers and Seth Klarenbeek.

Sidney Fick, Track

Madison Spath, Track

Ana Hagen, Track

Luke LaRock, Track

Hunter Bork, Track

Garrett Raymon, Track

George Merson, Track

S EN IORS GOLF

TRACK

John Rittenhouse photo/0423 hbc gt team
There are 11 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek High School girls’ 
track team. They are (front, from left) Lauren Tatge, Kenadie Fick, Taryn Rauk, Shayla Rainford, 
Ana Hagen, (back) Madison Spath, Taylor Durst, Sidney Fick, Abby Knobloch, Joslyn Birger and 
Ashlee Kelderman.

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc bt team
There are 21 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek boys’ track team. They are 
(front, from left) Troy Durst, Liam Raymon, Dewell Rauk, Easton Harnack, Andrew Harris, Conner Vande Voort, 
(middle) Max Scholten, Chase Bosch, Zander Wysong, Calvin Erickson, Tryce Bennett, (back) Cole Baker, Gar-
rett Raymon, Luke LaRock, Jax Wysong, Tyson Bork, Brandon Taubert and Hunter Bork. Missing are Donavon 
Leenderts, Gavin Wysong and George Merson.
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Auto Care
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A-1
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© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —
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Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.
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The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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PETE’S TRAILER SALES
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RR, Steen, MN - Ph. 855-2340
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HERMAN MOTOR COMPANY
312 East Main Street •  Luverne, MN
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 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior

Athletes
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Silver Stream Shelters
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A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156
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Valocity Hair
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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208 South Main
Hills, MN 56138
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605-988-7755
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ERWIN’S TOWING & RECOVERY

HILLS, MN  -  507-962-3256

Makin’ Waves
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open monday-saturday by appointment
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To God be the Glory.
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PATRIOTS
2019  SPRING SPORTS

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc golf team
Ten boys and seven girls are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek golf program in 2019. They are (front row, 
from left) Austin Allen, Dallas Page, Damion Meinerts, (middle) Tess Van Maanen, Hannah Fick, Kailey Rozeboom, 
Taylor Spykerboer, Alexis Swenson, (back) Ethan Kruger, Parker Gehrke, Ty Bundesen, Robbie Drake, Jacob 
Axness and Thomas Dysthe. Missing are Bryn Mongeau, Eve Burgers and Seth Klarenbeek.

Sidney Fick, Track

Madison Spath, Track

Ana Hagen, Track

Luke LaRock, Track

Hunter Bork, Track

Garrett Raymon, Track

George Merson, Track

S EN IORS GOLF

TRACK

John Rittenhouse photo/0423 hbc gt team
There are 11 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek High School girls’ 
track team. They are (front, from left) Lauren Tatge, Kenadie Fick, Taryn Rauk, Shayla Rainford, 
Ana Hagen, (back) Madison Spath, Taylor Durst, Sidney Fick, Abby Knobloch, Joslyn Birger and 
Ashlee Kelderman.

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc bt team
There are 21 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek boys’ track team. They are 
(front, from left) Troy Durst, Liam Raymon, Dewell Rauk, Easton Harnack, Andrew Harris, Conner Vande Voort, 
(middle) Max Scholten, Chase Bosch, Zander Wysong, Calvin Erickson, Tryce Bennett, (back) Cole Baker, Gar-
rett Raymon, Luke LaRock, Jax Wysong, Tyson Bork, Brandon Taubert and Hunter Bork. Missing are Donavon 
Leenderts, Gavin Wysong and George Merson.
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 Elbers Auction Service, Hills, MN
“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),

507-962-3433

Silver Stream Shelters
Call RON ARP, Hills, MN

507-962-3294

507-283-2333

A-1 Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
507-962-3377 - 605-929-6506

Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333

Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)

507-962-3308

Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.

email: LawKooi@Gmail.com
phone (507) 283-9546 ~ 

fax (507) 283-9629  

Vander Kooi Law Offi ces
   127 East Main
   P.O. Box 746
   Luverne, Minnesota

Attorney at Law

SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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refrigeration & electric
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Refrigeration - Heating - Electric

1-800-615-3704 or 507-755-6615
(Beaver Creek-Manley-Valley Springs)

Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

TUFF  MEMORIAL  HOME
&  TUFF  VILLIAGE

“A Home With a Heart”

Phone 507-962-3276

Luverne, Minn. 507-283-4429

© VJ

Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F
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Member FDIC
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Auctioneers: Keith Elbers (67-62),
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A-1 Auto Care
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Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
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Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2333
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,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
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Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
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   127 East Main
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.

Fall
Senior

Athletes

Page 6 August 30, 2012 Hills Crescent Hills Crescent  August 30, 2012  Page 7

Meghan Leuthold

Jeff Sandbulte

John Luze

Billy Horsman

Paige Leuthold

Nathan Taubert

Haley VanWyhe

Jon Gallagher Zach WagenaarJacob CongerDalton Bass David CarrTate BorkJustin Kerkhove-Brandt Jared Lingen

SENIOR
ATHLETES

Hidden Hills Cafe
214 S. Main, Hills, MN

507-962-3498

New Prairie
Insulation

Beaver Creek, Minn.

507-673-2548

Auto Care
Irwin Rozeboom, owner

Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays & Saturdays by appt.

Shop Phone: 507-673-2232
Home Phone: 507-673-2488

A-1

CHAPMAN
refrigeration & electric

Hills, Minnesota 56138

507-962-3392
Refrigeration - Heating - Electric
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Shop phone:  507-673-2232
Home phone:  507-673-2488

Around the Clock
Fitness and Tanning,

LLC
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Congratulations
to all fair participants!

117 W. Main, Luverne, MN 56156
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Valocity Hair
,

512 E. 4th Street • Hills, MN
(back door on south side)
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SENIOR
ATHLETES

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc fb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School football team members are (front row, from left) Tate Bork, Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, David Carr, Billy Horsman, Zach 
Wagenaar, Dalton Bass, Jeff Sandbulte, (middle) Jared Lingen, Nathan Taubert, Carey Taubert, Dalton Klarenbeek, Braden Ellingson, Noah Holthaus, Jacob 
Conger, Jon Gallagher, (back) Trenton Kracht, Andrew Forshey, Isaac Tilstra, Caleb Vis, Dylan Gehrke, Jeff Nelson, Dirk Thone, Anthony Behr, Stuart Plimpton, 
and Cooper Vaughn.

John Rittenhouse photo/0830 hbc vb team

The 2012 Hills-Beaver Creek High School volleyball team members are (front row, from left) 
Jessica Sandbulte, Haley Van Wyhe, Meghan Leuthold, Paige Leuthold, Hallie Baker, (back) Hat-
tie Van Wyhe, Kelli Esselink, Taylor Wingert and Megan Westrum. Missing is Gabby Luethje.

John Rittenhouse photo/hbc cc team

Nine athletes are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek High School cross country program this fall. They are (front row, 
from left) Drew Carver, Dominic Erickson, John Luze, Trevor Paulsen, Courtney Page, (back) Jenna Wilgenburg, Amanda 
Crawford, Susanna Bekedam and Harlie Kelderman.
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Come See Us For
Your Home Loan

or years we’ve helped the people of this

area realize the dream of home ownership.

If you’re ready to buy a new home, we

can help. Come in today and visit with one

of our loan officers.

Our goal is to make financing your new

home as smooth and easy as possible.

F

— 20 —
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PATRIOTS
2019  SPRING SPORTS

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc golf team
Ten boys and seven girls are participating in the Hills-Beaver Creek golf program in 2019. They are (front row, 
from left) Austin Allen, Dallas Page, Damion Meinerts, (middle) Tess Van Maanen, Hannah Fick, Kailey Rozeboom, 
Taylor Spykerboer, Alexis Swenson, (back) Ethan Kruger, Parker Gehrke, Ty Bundesen, Robbie Drake, Jacob 
Axness and Thomas Dysthe. Missing are Bryn Mongeau, Eve Burgers and Seth Klarenbeek.

Sidney Fick, Track

Madison Spath, Track

Ana Hagen, Track

Luke LaRock, Track

Hunter Bork, Track

Garrett Raymon, Track

George Merson, Track

S EN IORS GOLF

TRACK

John Rittenhouse photo/0423 hbc gt team
There are 11 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek High School girls’ 
track team. They are (front, from left) Lauren Tatge, Kenadie Fick, Taryn Rauk, Shayla Rainford, 
Ana Hagen, (back) Madison Spath, Taylor Durst, Sidney Fick, Abby Knobloch, Joslyn Birger and 
Ashlee Kelderman.

John Rittenhouse photo/0403 hbc bt team
There are 21 freshman-through-senior members of the 2019 Hills-Beaver Creek boys’ track team. They are 
(front, from left) Troy Durst, Liam Raymon, Dewell Rauk, Easton Harnack, Andrew Harris, Conner Vande Voort, 
(middle) Max Scholten, Chase Bosch, Zander Wysong, Calvin Erickson, Tryce Bennett, (back) Cole Baker, Gar-
rett Raymon, Luke LaRock, Jax Wysong, Tyson Bork, Brandon Taubert and Hunter Bork. Missing are Donavon 
Leenderts, Gavin Wysong and George Merson.

Eisma and Eisma
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

130 East Main St. Luverne MN

507-283-4828

Mike Jarchow   Owner
105 S. Estey
Luverne, MN 56156               
507.283.9664 • www.grandprairieevents.org • info@grandprairieevents.org

Contact us for our 
graduation party specials!

Best wishes to all area athletes!

to get over the .500 mark in the 
shortened 2021 season.

Wiertzema said the calling 
card for this year’s team will be 
its athletic ability, noting the 
team's ability to play an upt-
empo brand of basketball.

“We are going to be very 
athletic,” Wiertzema said.

 “I expect our quickness will 
give teams fits.”

Wysong is the lone senior 
for the Patriots. Wiertzema 
lauded Wysong’s leadership 
skills as he looks to guide H-BC 
during his final season.

“He has shown great lead-
ership in practice,” Wiertzema 
said. 

“He encourages his team-
mates and has a great work 
ethic.  His teammates respect 

Hills-Beaver Creek boys' basketball preview/continued from page 9

John Rittenhouse file photo/H-BC file photo
H-BC Zander Wysong gets off a shot during a game last season against the Lakeview Lakers. 
Wysong is the lone senior on the 2021 roster for the Patriots. 

him and look up to him.  He’s 
very approachable and will-
ing to offer suggestions for the 
team.”

Last season as a junior, 
Wysong averaged 8.8 points 

and 4.2 rebounds per game.
Deelstra, who averaged 

9.1 points and 4.8 rebounds 
per game last season said that 
Wysong is a great basketball 
player and said that his greatest 

strength is his leadership skills. 
"He's a really good team 

player," Deelstra said.
 "He's always encouraging. 

He's a good shooter, you can 
always count on him."

Wysong is a multi-dimen-
sional player. He can knock 
down a three-pointer. The 
senior leader for the Patriots 
can make noise in the paint. On 
the defensive side of things he’s 
able to guard multiple posi-
tions. 

Wiertzema said Wysong’s 
greatest strength is his versatil-
ity on the hardwood.

“Zander is able to play all 
positions on the court,” Wiertz-

"He has shown 
great leadership in 

practice. He encour-
ages his teammates 

and has a great work 
ethic.  His teammates 

respect him and 
look up to him.  He’s 
very approachable 
and willing to offer 
suggestions for the 

team."

- H-BC head coach 
Steve Wiertzema

ema said. 
“He can shoot the ball from 

the three-point line and post 
up. He’s a very unselfish player. 
He has been doing whatever it 
takes to make the team better.”

The Patriots opened 
practice on Jan. 4. Wiertzema 
said he’s been pleased with the 
energy level at practice, noting 
that Wysong’s done a great job 
of setting the tone.

“I have been very happy 
with the work ethic of the whole 
team,” Wiertzema said. 

“As I stated before, Zander 
is setting a great example and 
the team is following his lead.”

If the Patriots continue to 
practice at a high-level, Wi-
ertzema believes the wins will 
follow for his team.  

“If the work ethic and 
hustle continues, it will be a 
successful year for us.”

Deelstra believes the Patri-
ots have the talent to be confer-
ence champions this season.

"We want to win confer-
ence," Deelstra said. 

"It's a big goal. This group 
of guys work really hard and I 
think we have the talent to ac-
complish that."

As a senior, Wysong is hop-
ing to close out his prep basket-
ball career with a bang. 

His goal during his final 
season is to help the Patriots 
capture their first conference 
championship since 2010.

"I'd like to win conference 
as a senior," Wysong said. "I 
think we have the talent and a 
ton of team chemistry."

The Patriots will open the 
regular season on Thursday, 
Jan. 14 at home against Red 
Rock Central.

The Patriots will look to ex-
tend their winning streak over 
RRC to four games when they 
open the 2021 season. 

The Patriots swept RRC last 
season, defeating them 60-43 in 
the first matchup and then edg-
ing them 64-63 in the second 
meeting to complete the regular 
season sweep.
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Four returning letter winners lead the LHS girls’ golf team in 2012. They are (from left) Makayla Sterrett, Emily Spreiter, Kirsten Olson and Emilee Johnson.

507-283-9171 
 1-800-634-7701
www.papik.com

Luverne Golf
Boys’ & Girls’

April 10 Windom A
April 12  Southwest Minnesota Christian A
April 17 Worthington A
April 19 Pipestone A
April 24 Marshall A
April 26 Redwood Valley H
April 28 Worthington A
May 3 Pipestone H
May 5 Fairmont A
May 8 Jackson County Central H
May 14 Adrian H
May 21 Conference Tournament A
May 23 Sectional Tournament TBD

season to earn a letter.
Th at makes Maxwell a favorite 

to take over one of the varsity 
positions vacated by last year’s 
seniors.

Sichmiller is not ready to reveal 
which players are in the hunt for 
the remaining two varsity posi-
tions.

Seniors Austin Van Santen, 
Devin Heitkamp and Connor 
Severtson are in the hunt, as 
are juniors Nich Johnson and 
Th omas Graff .

Sophomores Cole Walgrave, 
Spencer Riphagen, Jeff ery Morri-
son, Travis Frakes, Riley Verbrug-
ge, Dalton Meester, Jon Reisch, 
Joe Baustian, Blake Stegenga and 
Dalton Smeins are contenders.

Freshmen Mark Spreiter, Col-
ton Arends, Ashton Meester, 
Jonathan VanDerBrink, Seth 
Miller and Casey Klosterbuer are 
in the hunt as well.

Once Sichmiller fi gures out his 
lineup, the coach feels LHS will 
fi eld a competitive team.

“We want to fi nish toward the 

top of the conference standings 
and be playing our best golf at the 
end of the season,” he said.

“We want to give Marshall a run 
for the sub-section title. If we can’t 
get past Marshall, we would like to 
qualify a lot of individuals for the 
section meet and get one or two 
of them to advance to state.”

Th e Luverne girls didn’t lose 
any seniors from their 2011 ros-
ter, but the Cardinals do have to 
replace a pair of varsity contribu-
tors who opted not to play golf 
this spring.

The rest of the members of 
a team that placed fi fth in the 
SWC (2-4), second at the SWC 
tourney, third at the Southwest 
Sub-Section 3AA Tournament 
and fi nished the year with a 14-14 
overall record return to the course 
in 2012.

“We have four returning letter 
winners and some other girls 
with potential,” said LHS coach 
Nowatzki.

“I enjoyed coaching these girls 
last year because they all work 

hard and want to do well. I’m 
looking forward to working with 
them again this year.”

Luverne opens the season with 
a nine-athlete roster consisting 

of three seniors, one junior, one 
sophomore, two eighth-graders 
and two seventh-graders.

The list features four letter 
winners and three players who 
qualifi ed for section competition 
in 2011.

Seniors Emily Spreiter and 
Kirsten Olson and junior Emilee 
Johnson are the leaders of the 
2012 squad.

Spreiter made the All-SWC 
team and advanced to the Section 
3AA Tournament individually 
last season.

Olson, another section quali-
fi er in 2011, received SWC honor-
able mention last year.

Johnson joined Olson and 
Spreiter at the section event last 
season.

Eighth-grader Makayla Sterrett 
brings past varsity experience to 
the team.

Sterrett was a member of 
Luverne’s sub-section squad in 
2011.

“We have a good nucleus of 
experienced golfers coming back 

and a handful of inexperienced 
rookies,” Nowatzki said.

“Any one of the fi ve other girls 
we have could move into the 
varsity lineup. Th ey all have the 
basic skills, they just need to get 
out and practice more.”

Senior exchange student Alice 
Andersson has played golf with 
her family in the past.

She is a varsity contender along 
with sophomore Kayla Vander 
Poel.

Eighth-grader Mira Uithoven 
and seventh-graders Hailey 
Remme and Madison Crabtree 
are varsity contenders as well.

“With this small group of girls, 
I’m looking forward to doing 
some intensive work with all of 
them to keep up the standards 
we’ve had here for a long time,” 
Nowatzki said.

“We’ll want to be competitive 
in every meet and improve as the 
season goes along. We want to 
be ready when the sub-section 
tournament comes around.”

Golf/continued from page 12
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offensively and defensively.”
One thing that will be miss-

ing on the 2021 version of the 
Patriots is size inside the paint. 
H-BC lost Whitney Elbers (6’4”) 
to graduation. What the Patriots 
lack in size they’ll more than 
make up for with their quick-
ness.

“We have a group of ath-
letes that love the game of bas-
ketball,” Wiertzema said. “We 
are going to lack the interior 
size we are used to having after 
6’4” Whitney Elbers graduated, 
but we return our core scoring 
group and have a few younger 
athletes that bring even more 
athleticism to the floor for us.”

With Rauk, Abby Knobloch, 
Annie Bos, Allie LaRock and 
Lauren Tatge, the Patriots have 
plenty of senior leadership. 
That’s the good news. 

The even better news for 
the H-BC program is they have 
seven incoming freshmen that 
are eager to learn from this 
group of seniors. 

“We have seven freshmen 
on our roster, five that are new 
to the varsity program. That is 
the most newcomers we’ve had 
to the girls’ basketball program 
in awhile. They have done a 
great job learning and growing 
throughout the first week of 
practice.”

From the middle of No-
vember to December there was 
a dark cloud that was hanging 
over winter sports. There was 
a question of when and if the 
season would ever start. 

Now with the team back in 
the gym as they gear up for the 
season, Wiertzema and his staff 
are telling the team to ignore all 
the outside noise. 

“Our main message has 
been to control what you can 
control,” Wiertzema said. 

“We have no control over 
the mask mandate or any of the 
other protocols that have been 
put in place. Our focus needs to 
be on controlling our attitude 
and effort each and every day.”

Brennen Rupp photo/0114 BBall photo
H-BC senior Abby Knobloch works on drills at the start of practice. Knobloch is one of five seniors 
on the H-BC roster. Knobloch and her fellow seniors are hoping to go out on a high note in 2021.

Rauk said that there were 
times during the shutdown that 
she though she'd miss her final 
basketball season at H-BC.

"It feels great to be back," 
Rauk said. "I was worried at first 
that we weren't going to have a 
season. It feels good to be back 
with the team and grinding 
every day." 

Through the first week of 
practice the Patriots have had 
to adjust to all the COVID-19 
protocols. Knobloch said it was 
uncomfortable at first to be 
wearing a mask. 

"At first it was really odd," 

“Our main message has 
been to control what you 
can control. We have no 

control over the mask 
mandate or any of the 

other protocols that have 
been put in place. 

Our focus needs to be 
on controlling our 
attitude and effort 

each and every day.”

- Coach Kale Wiertzema

Knobloch said. "After a few 
practices we've adjusted. I think 
it's all mental. We've all adapted 
to the change."

What postseason play will 
look like this season is still un-
clear. The Patriots have hopes of 
getting past the section semifi-

nals. 
In order to get to that point, 

the Patriots will have to im-
prove day in and day out. If they 
are able to do that, this season 
will be chalked up as a success-
ful one for Wiertzema. 

“This season will be suc-
cessful if we approach every 
practice and game with a 
growth mindset,” Wiertzema 
said. 

“Our goal is to improve as 
people and basketball players 
every time we step on the court, 
whether that’s for practice or for 
a game."

With a strong group of se-
niors Wiertzema believes they 
could be in store for a special 
season. 

"We have really good team 
chemistry, which is very help-
ful," Wiertzema said.

"We just have a lot of girls 
that can play and know the 
game of basketball. We feel we 
have a great team this year and 
think we can do some great 
things."

Hills-Beaver Creek girls' basketball season preview/continued from page 8
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That experience will be Luverne’s 
calling card during this shortened 
season.

“We will rely on our experi-
enced players,” Paquette said.

“We’re a very small team. We’re 
going to have to work together. 
We’ll have to be committed to using 
everybody we have.”

The Cardinals will open up the 
season on Jan. 14 at home against 
Windom Area. 

After such a long delay to the 
start of the season, Paquette said 
the Cardinals are eager to get onto 
the ice. 

“It feels so much better having 
that start date,” Paquette said.

“Once we got the okay to start 
competition, it was weight-lifted 
off our shoulders. Some of these 
guys have already lost seasons last 
year with baseball. A lot of them are 
football players and they’re looking 
to bring that effort and energy over 
after having a successful season 
on the gridiron. We’re grateful to 
have the opportunity to play. It’s a 

LHS boys hockey/from page 3
quick season; it’s going to be here 
and gone in a blink of an eye. We just 
want to enjoy every minute that we 
have and have fun.”

Each team goes through a pe-
riod of finding out their identity. The 
Cardinals will begin that quest on 
Thursday, Jan. 14 when they wel-
come Windom Area to Blue Mound 
Ice Arena. 

The Cardinals swept the Eagles 
last season defeating them 3-2 and 
4-3. 

 With a smaller squad in terms 
of numbers, Paquette said that in or-
der for his team to have success this 
season, they’ll have to find new ways 
to win each time they take the ice.

“We’re going to work hard and 
have a blast while doing so,” Pa-
quette said. 

“We want to find what works for 
us and find new ways to win. Most 
of the teams we face will have more 
depth in numbers. We’re going to 
have our work cut out for us. We’re 
just going to have to find new ways 
to win this season.”

younger team Newgard expects 
that confidence to continue to 
grow as the season goes on.

“I don’t think anything has 
really surprised me, as I know 
what each girl brings to the 
table,” Newgard said. 

“I think our returning start-
ers and key reserves from last 
season have looked great so 
far. I think the thing that stands 
out the most to me is the level 
of confidence each girl seems 
to have. From last year to now 
it is night and day. These girls 
may have doubted their own 
ability last year, but now they 
know they are capable of great 
things.”

Luverne girls/from page 4
The Cardinals will open their 

season on Friday, Jan. 15, at home 
against Jackson County Central. 

Luverne went 2-1 against JCC 
last season.

 JCC edged Luverne 64-63 in 
the first meeting of the season. The 
Cardinals then defeated JCC, 87-67 
in the second meeting. The Cardi-
nals then ended JCC's season with 
a 66-45 in the section tournament.

Newgard said that the goal for 
his team this season is to be play-
ing their best brand of basketball at 
the end of the season as they gear 
up for a deep postseason run. 

“We just want to go out and 
compete to our fullest potential,” 
Newgard said. 

“If we do that, we will have a 
chance to win some games. With 
the shortened season we just want 
to be playing our best basketball 
when the post-season rolls around. 
If we can peak at the right time, I 
think we have as good a chance as 
anyone to make some noise in the 
section tournament."

Sehr said that the team's goal 
this season is to get further in the 
section tournament. 

A year after reaching the sec-
tion semifinals, the Cardinals have 
aspirations of reaching the section 
championship.

"We want to be champions," 
Sehr said. 

"We're going to try and get to 
the finals. We have a lot of return-
ing players from last season. We're 
a really young team, but we have 
a lot of experience. One of our big 
goals is to get further than we did 
last season."

John Rittenhouse file photo/hockey file photo
Luverne sophomore Brock Behrend scored nine goals last season as a fresh-
man during the 2019-2020 season. Behrend figures to be a key contributor for 
the Cardinals during the 2021 season.  

"We want to be 
champions. We're go-
ing to try and get to 

the finals. 
We have a lot of re-

turning players from 
last season. 

We're a really young 
team, but we have a 

lot of experience. One 
of our big goals is to 
get further than we 

did last season."  

- Averill Sehr,
LHS sophomore
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PO Box 927 or 617 S. Kniss Ave.

 Luverne, MN 56156
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www.luvernefarmstore.com
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• Professional Lawn Mowing

• Lawn Trimming & Clean-up
• Turf Watering Management
• Lawn Aeration

Please call for a Free Measure and Estimate

 Call 283-2333 for more details.
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