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Billi Connell and the Luverne High School girls' hockey team
are setting their sights on advancing to the Section 3A
championship game after falling in the semifinals last winter.
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H-BC gitls regrouping after three 20-win seasons
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By John Rittenhouse

Aseason ofachangeisathand
for the followers of the Hills-
Beaver Creek girls’ basketball
program.

Afterbeingtreatedtothreecon-
secutive 20-plus win campaigns,
the H-BC faithful is bracing for
life without a number of the key
players who made winning the
norm over the past three winters.

“Lastyearwewere a pretty con-
sistent team,” said Patriot coach
Kale Wiertzema.

“We knew what we had going
into the season, and we played
thatway from Game 1 through the
end ofyear.Itwill be a processthis
year. Ourfocuswill be on building
to become a better team by the
end of this season.”

The 2018-19 season was a spe-
cial one for H-BC.

The Patriots reeled off 16 con-
secutive Red Rock Conference
wins to highlight a perfect (23-0)
regular season.

H-BC’s unblemished mark
in the regular season gave the
Patriots the No. 1 seed for the
South Section 3A Tournament,
and they displayed their domi-
nance by routing Westbrook-
Walnut Grove (73-13) and Murray
County Central (86-46) to reach
the championship game for the
second straight year.

Southwest Christian, a team
H-BC defeated twice during the
regular season, was waiting for
the Patriots in the title tilt.

For the second consecutive
year, the E-Gals denied the Patri-
ots a championship by handing
them a58-46 setbackin thefinals.

It was a stunning end to a re-
markable 25-1 campaign, and it
marked the end ofthe high school
careers for five H-BC seniors.

Ana Hagen and Alexia Boltjes
receivedlittle playing time during
their senior seasons, but Sidney
Fick, Grace Bundesen and Madi-
son Spath played key roles in H-
BC’ssuccessformultiple seasons.

Spath, a two-year starter as a
pointguard, ran the H-BC offense
well enough to draw honorable
mention from the RRC coaches
at season’s end.

Fick and Bundesen were four-
year starters who made the All-

Rock County Star Herald Winter Sports Preview 2019
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RRC squad at season’s end.

FickendedhercareerasH-BC’s
all-time leading scorer, netting
1,000-plus points during her
career, and she was a top-notch
rebounder for the Patriots.

“We will miss the leadership
those girls gave us,” Wiertzema
stated.

“They were quality young la-
dieswith outstandingleadership
qualities and their talent. They
were the type of players who
could control abasketballgame.”

The process of replacing last
year’s key seniors is underway.

Wiertzemareleased a 12-player
preseason roster consisting of
two seniors, five juniors and five
sophomores.

Thelistincluded tworeturning
startersand twokeyreservesfrom
the 2018-19 team.

“We did lose some good play-
ers, but we do have some qual-
ity kids coming back this year,’
Wiertzema said.

“Thegirlswe have movingupto

November 27,2019
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Two seniors are members of the 2019-20 Hills-Beaver Creek High School girls’ basketball team.
They are Whitney Elbers (left) and Joslyn Birger.

the varsity level are comfortable

Nowwejustneedtodecidewhich

Wiertzema will be relying on

withwhatwe do both offensively  girlswillstepup andhelpfillsome

and defensively in our program.
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Five seniors are the leaders of the 2019-20 Hills-Beaver Creek High School boys’ basketball team. They are (from left) Parker Gehrke, Jax Wysong, Kyle Kueter and
Easton Harnack. Missing is Jaxon Steensma. The Patriots are coming off a winning 2018-19 campaign.

Patriots working toward title contention

By John Rittenhouse

With athleticism and balance
on their side, the 2019-20 boys’
basketball season is shaping up
to a promising one for the Hills-
Beaver Creek Patriots.

The Patriots are coming off a
winning 2018-19 campaign, but
they do have some holes tofill in
their roster.

Veteran H-BC coach Steve Wi-
ertzema will acknowledge that,
but he believes the Patriots can
overcome that obstacle and be
a competitive team this winter.

“Thesekids seemtobe playing
really well together,” he said.

“They are working hard and
sharing the ball in practice. We
have some good shooters on the
outside and some good size on
the inside. We seem to be well
balanced in all the positions on
the floor”

Considering H-BC lost some
talented players from the 2018-

19 team, Wiertzema’s optimism
should be a soothing sign for
Patriot fans.

Five seniors were program
members last winter, and four of
them played significant roles for
a successful squad.

The Patriots placed fifth in the
Red Rock Conference with a 10-6
record during a 13-10 regular
season.

H-BC bowed out of the South
Section 3A Tournamentwitha 72-
44 loss to Russell-Tyler-Ruthton
during the quarterfinal round,
ending a 13-11 campaign.

Theloss to the Knights marked
theend ofthe high school careers
forseniors Preston Wilhelmi, Wy-
att Westrum, Luke LaRock, Bailey
Susie and Hunter Bork.

Aninjurylimited Bork’s playing
time to the final six games of the
season, but his classmates were
key contributors to the team.

Wilhelmi led the Patriots in

scoring and assists during a
sensational senior season that
included him being selected to
the All-RRC team.

Westrum and LaRock joined
Wilhelmi in the starting lineup
lastwiner, and Susie came off the
bench to make key contributions
for the 2018-19 team.

“They were some of our lead-
ing statistical players,” said Wi-
ertzema, when summing up the
contributions made by the last
season’s seniors.

“Theyplayedalotofminutesfor
us. Theydefinitelywillbe missed.”

H-BCopensthe2019-20season
with a 13-playerroster consisting
offive seniors, sixjuniors and two
sophomores.

The list features two returning
starters and four other athletes
thatlogged playingtimelastyear.

“We have some experience,’
Wiertzema said.

“We have six guys who played
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Title/continued from page 3

Wysongisa6-1wingwith scor-
ing and rebounding ability.

Bakerisa6-0wingthatreceived
a lot of playing time as a reserve
last season.

Deelstra, a 6-1 wing, received
most of his court time late last
season.

The six players returning to the
fold give H-BCa solid nucleus for
what will be a fast-paced team in
2019-20.

“We will be a team that will go
up and down the court quickly,’
Wiertzema said.

“We have some good athletes
with good quickness. We should
be able to pressure teams defen-
sively and be good at taking the
ball to the basket offensively.

To play the game at a rapid
pacemeans H-BCwillneed some
other players to make on-court
contributions this winter.

The coachisunsurewhichplay-
ers will fitinto the rotation at this
point, but he will be seeking help
from the remaining members of
the team.

Seniors Jaxon Steensma and
Parker Gehrke are potential
contributors.

Steensma is a 6-0 post, while
Gehrke a 6-1 guard.

Juniors Calvin Erickson, Tryce
Bennett, Dewell Rauk, Brandon
Taubert and Gavin Wysong are
prospects as well.

Erickson (5-8), Bennett (6-0),
Rauk (5-9) and Taubert (6-0) are
wings.

Wysong is a 5-8 guard.

“Right now these guys are
learning how to play together,
andIthinktheyare doinga pretty
goodjobofthat,” Wiertzemasaid.

“We do need to work on our

Girls/continued from page 2

thereturningplayers with experi-
encetoplaykeyrolesforthe H-BC
2019-20 team.

Senior Whitney Elbers, juniors
Abby Knobloch and Taryn Rauk
and sophomore Kenadie Fickare
expected to form the nucleus of
the squad.

Elbers, a6-4 post,isareturning
starter who made the All-RRC
squad as a junior.

Her presence in the paint both
offensively and defensively gives
H-BC something a lot of oppo-
nents simply do not have.

Rock County Star Herald Winter Sports Preview 2019
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Senior Jax Wysong brings three years of starting experience to the 2019-20 Hills-Beaver Creek High School boys’ basketball team.

rebounding a little bit. I think we
could be more aggressive in that
respect. We also need to tighten
up our defensive game.”

The coach lists Southwest
Christian to be the favorite in
the RRC this year, with Mountain

Lake Areaand Westbrook-Walnut
Grove being contenders.
Wiertzema also thinks the
new sharing agreement between
Adrian and Ellsworth could pro-
duce acompetitive team, and the
same could be said about Heron

Lake-Okabena joining forces
with Fulda.

“I think the RRC will be an
improved conference this year.
We should be getting good ball
games night in and night out,’
Wiertzema said.

“With the players we have,
I think we should be able to
compete for the conference and
South Section titles. I don’t see
anyreasonwhywe can’tcompete
for those titles.”

Knobloch, a 5-10 forward,
thrivedlateinthe2018-19season
as a member of H-BC'’s starting
lineup.

Knobloch drew honorable
mention from the RRC coaches
at season’s end.

Raukand Fickwerekeyplayers
who filled reserve roles for last
year’s team.

Rauk, a5-8guard, hastwoyears
of varsity experience.

Fick, a5-7 guard, logged alot of
playing time as a freshman.

Wiertzema is uncertain which

players ontherosterwill formthe
restof H-BC’srotationin 2019-20.

“That’s the bigunknown at this
point,” he said.

“Wewillneed tohavesomegirls
step up and help us, but we're
not sure who they will be yet. All
I know is we have plenty of op-
portunity for some other girls to
step up and help us out”

The coach believes senior
guardJoslyn Birger (5-7) willhelp
the team this year, and juniors
Annie Bos and Allie LaRock are
potential contributors as well.

Bos is a 5-7 guard and LaRock
is a 5-8 forward.

Junior Lauren Tatge (5-5) is a
potential guard as well.

Sophomores Taylor Durst (5-8
guard), Sam Moser (5-10 for-
ward), Mackenzie Voss (6-0 post)
and Tess Van Maanen (5-4 guard)
are other varsity prospects.

Wiertzemawillneed help from
a number of athletes to play the
style of basketball he wants this
winter.

“We definitely don’t want to
slow things down this year be-

cause that would work against
the strengths most of our players
have,” he said.

“At the same time, we want to
utilize that 6-4 girl we have in the
paint. We definitely don’t want
to forget about her. We want to
play ata quick pace and pressure
teams, and thatwill all startatthe
defensive end of the court”

Wiertzema lists SWC as the
team to beat in the conference
and South Section 3A this year.

Red Rock Centraland MCCare
other potential contenders.
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Girls poised to make run at berth in title game

By John Rittenhouse

Four seasons have passed
since the Luverne girls’ hockey
team last played in a Section 3A
championship game.

With alittle bit of good fortune,
that could change nextFebruary.

Nothing will be given to the
Cardinals in terms of advancing
to section finals, but what has
been a consistent team that has
won 16gamesthelasttwowinters
could make it happen with hard
work and determination at the
end of the 2019-20 campaign.

To his credit, veteran coach
Tony Sandbulte is not looking
past the first two months of Lu-
verne’s schedule.

The LHS mentorislivingin the
present, buthelikeswhathe sees
in practice from a team that basi-
callyreturns all the key members
from the 2018-19 campaign.

“We are bringing back a lot
of our key players,” Sandbulte
admitted.

“Weareaveteranteaminsome
ways, but we have a young team
at the same time. We have some
strong leaders on this team, and
the kids have a lot of energy at
practice. They are excited for the
season and that makes it enjoy-
able for me as the coach.”

Based on the way the team
played last winter, the Cardinal
shouldbeexcited aboutthe2019-
20 campaign.

Luverne placed third in the Big
South Conferencelastwinterwith
a10-3-1record, which was a part
of a 15-6-3 regular season.

LHS opened the Section 3A
playoffs with a 3-1 win before its
16-7-3 campaign came to an end
with a4-31ossto Mankato Eastin
overtime.

Mankato East went on to
capture the section title, which
meansLHSwasonekeyplay away
from knocking off the eventual
champions.

Since all of the top point-pro-
ducers from the 2018-19 squad
arereturningtotheice, the Cards
shouldbe afactorinthe chase for
a section title again.

Rylee Olson (two goals), Lilli
Donohue (one assist), McCall
Stegenga and Julia Ferguson
were senior members of last
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year’s team, but they produced a
combinedthree pointsasagroup.

With a number of proven play-
ers and some untapped talent
moving up to the varsity squad,
LHSisingoodshapeheadinginto
the new campaign.

“I think we have more depth
than we've had in recent years,”
Sandbulte said.

“That’s a good thing because it
gives me the flexibility to move
kids around and possibly play
three lines this season. I like
having the flexibility to switch
things up””

Luverne opens the newseason
with an 18-player roster consist-
ingoftwoseniors, sixjuniors, four
sophomores, four freshmen and
two eighth-graders.

The list features two All-BSC
performers and one honorable
mention selection from last year.

Sophomore Reghan Bork and
freshman Kamryn Van Batavia

Run/continued on page 6
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Two seniors are members of the 2019-20 Luverne High School girls’ hockey team. They are Isabel
Smeins (left) and Claire Baustian. LHS is coming off a 16-win campaign.
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Luverne sophomore Cheyenne Schutz is one of two experienced goalies playing with the 2019-20 girls’ hockey team.

Run/continued from page 5

return to the mix as all-league se-
lections and as Luverne’s top two
point-producers from 2018-19.

Van Batavia, a forward, led the
Cardswith 30 goals and 45 points
during an eighth-grade season
that included her charting 15
assists.

Bork is an offensive threat as a
defenseman. She led the Cards
with 19 assists and scored 19
goalsduringa38-pointfreshman
season.

Senior Claire Baustianis center
coming off a productive 2018-19
campaign as well.

Baustian netted 13 goals and
registered 16 assists during a
29-point season that included
her drawing honorable mention
from the BSC coaches.

Van Batavia, Borkand Baustian
led the Cardinals in points last

November 27,2019
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winter, but LHS returns fourmore
key point-producers this year.

Juniors Rozilyn Oye, Rylee Gee,
ShelbyKrachtand Brynn Thier, as
well as sophomore Billi Connell,
all registered 10 or more points
for the 2018-19 team.

Oye, a center, and Gee, a for-
ward, ranked fourth and fifth on
the team with 23 and 21 points
respectively.

Oye netted nine goals and
charted 14 assists, while Gee
scored nine goals and registered
13 assists.

Connell, a forward, overcame
an injury to turn in a 17-point
season (seven goals and 10 as-
sists) as an eighth-grader.

Kracht recorded 14 points
(six goals and eight assists) as a
sophomore forward. Sandbulte
says she will play both the for-

ward and defenseman positions
this year.

Thierhasbeen one of Luverne’s
top defensemen the past three
seasons, and she recorded 10
points (five goals and five assists)
as a sophomore.

JuniorRegan Feitand freshman
MalloryNelsonarebattled-tested
players as well.

Feitisanother one of Luverne’s
top defensemen returning to the
team.

Sherecorded two goalsand two
assists as a junior.

Nelson netted three goals and
charted one assist as an eighth-
grader.

Like Kracht, Nelson may see
playing time as a defenseman
during the 2019-20 campaign.

Senior Isabel Smeins, junior
Sophie Holmberg and sopho-

more Brenn Siebenahler are
potential forwards asupperclass-
men.

Freshman Krystyn Skindelien
and eighth-graders Morgan
Ahrendt and Anika Boll are for-
wards as well.

Another strength LHS has en-
tering the season is having two
goalies with experience.

Sophomore Cheyenne Schutz
and freshmanMalloryVon Tersch
both found successasvarsitynet-
minders in 2018-19.

“We have a healthy competi-
tion going on between our goal-
ies,” Sandbulte said.

“Bothgirlsaregood goaliesand
they push each other, which will
only make them better goalies.
We trust them both in net”

Schutzcompileda9-5-1record
as a freshman, while Von Tersch

went 7-2-2 as an eighth-grader.

“Overall, I'm pleased with the
wayeveryone haslookedin prac-
tice so far. I think it should be a
fun year,” Sandbulte said.

The coach lists New Ulm and
Marshall as the teams to beat in
the BSC thiswinter, with Mankato
Eastand West being the top con-
tenders for the Section 3A crown
entering the season.

“We want to give ourselves a
good seed for the section playoffs
and to be playing good hockey at
the right time late in the season,”
Sandbulte offered.

“Other than that, we just want
togetsomegoodbouncesandsee
where that takes us in the section
tournament. We will need timely
scoring, hot goal-tending and to
be playing our best hockey of the
year at tournament time.”
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Six seniors are the leaders of the 2019-20 Luverne High School boys’ basketball team. They are (from left) Nick Feit, Matthew Sehr, Graham Cunningham, Brody
DeBates, Isaiah Bartels and Nicholas Rogers. The Cardinals put together an 11-win season last winter.
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Bartels, a 6-6 center, emerged
as one of Luverne’s leading scor-
ers and rebounders as a junior.

Bartels drew honorable men-
tion from the BSC coaches at
season’s end.

Sehr and Cowell started as
guards for the 2018-19 team.

Sehr is 6-4, and Cowell is 6-0.

Other players who logged var-
sity playing last winter are senior
Nick Feit, junior Kaden DeSollar
and freshman Gannon Ahrendt.

The 6-2 Feit received playing
time as areserve guard, while the
6-0 DeSollar came off the bench
to play the forward position as a
sophomore.

Ahrendt moved up to the
varsity squad late in the 2018-19
season as an eighth-grader.

The athletic Ahrendt is an
outstandingleaper with the abil-
ity to dunk the ball on opposing
defenders.

Luverne’s talent pool doesn’t
end with the players returning
to the team with past varsity
experience.

Seniors Graham Cunningham
(6-0 guard), Brody DeBates (6-1
forward) and Nicholas Rogers
(6-2 forward) are battling for
playing time.

The senior challengers are at-
tempting to fend off a big group
of juniors who are pushing for
court time as well.

LaShad Smith (5-9), Ben Jar-
chow (6-0)and Ethan Beyer (5-9)
are junior guards.

Jayson Rops (6-2), Justin Dohl-
mann (6-3) and Arekel McLaugh-
lin (6-3) are junior forwards.

Sophomores Eli Radtke (6-0
guard), Casey Sehr (6-0 forward)
and Nathaniel Cole-Kraty (6-0
forward) could get the chance
to play at the varsity level as the

season progresses.

“With out athleticism, we want
to play up-tempo basketball this
year,” Sichmeller said.

“How well that works will be
determined by how well we play
defense and keep our number of
turnovers down.”

Sichmellerlists Marshall asthe

team to beat in the BSC this year.
Jackson County Central and
Fairmont are the teams he lists
as favorites to claim the South
Section 3AA Tournament title.
Sichmeller seeks weekly im-

provement throughout the sea-
son for his team.
“Wehave the talentto compete

with anyone we play,” he said.
“If we are playing our best bas-
ketball of the season at the end of

Star Herald file photo

Junior Bailey Cowell is one of three returning starters on the roster of the 2019-20 Luverne boys’ basketball team.

in the tournament. We have the
talent to do that, but we just have
to put it all together.”

the year, there’s no reason why
we can’t do well in the section
tournament. Wewantto advance
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John Rittehouse pht/112 tab lhs gym

Six athletes who helped form last year’s section squad return to the Luverne High School gymnastics team in 2019-20. They are (from left) Meghan Mollberg, Tiana
Lais, Anna Huisman, Meghan Witte, Sydney Wicks and Madigan Flom.

New additions boost hopes for veteran gym team

By John Rittenhouse
Aninfluxoftalenthaschanged
the landscape for the Luverne
High School gymnastics team
headinginto the2019-20season.
With six of the seven athletes
whorepresented LHS atlastyear’s
Section 3Ameetreturning, it'sno
surprisethe Cardinals have expe-
rience on their side this winter.
What LHS coach Phoebe Flom
didn’t know was two talented
gymnasts would be transferring
toLuvernefromtwotop programs
located in the surrounding area.
“It'sreally exciting,” said Flom,
whoisextremely optimisticabout

CASUAL ¢ FRESH * LOCAL

the upcoming campaign.

“It should be a good year for
us. We have a lot of experience
at the top end of our roster and
some very good seventh-graders
cominguptheranks. We're going
to have a well-balanced team
this year”

Luverne returns about every
contributing member from a
2018-19 team that placed fourth
in the Big South Conference
Western Division during a 19-11
regular season.

The Cardinals completed the
year with a 10-17 record after
a disappointing seventh-place
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finish at the section meet after
placing sixth at the same event
one year earlier.

LHS did lose one productive
senior from its 2018-19 roster,
but the Cardinals should be in a
position toimprove theirshowing
at the section meet at the end of
the upcoming season.

MelissaTealwasthelone senior
member of the 2018-19 squad.

She competed on the bars and
vault for LHS at the section level
last February, and Flom consid-
ered Teal to be a great leader.

“Melissa was a great kid,” the
coach said.

“She worked hard and she
pushed the other kids to work
hard. We're going to miss her”

Thenewadditionsonthe2019-
20 LHS roster should make the
loss of Teal more manageable.

Luverne opens the year with
a 20-athlete list consisting of
five seniors, five freshmen, four
eighth-graders and six seventh-
graders.

The list features nine athletes
thatproduced pointsatthevarsity
level in 2019-20.

As members of last year’s sec-
tion squad, seniors Madigan
Flom, Anna Huisman, Meghan

Mollberg, Sydney Wicks and
Meghan Witte will form the
nucleus of the 2019-20 team.

“Ourseniorshave alotofexpe-
rience,” Flom said.

“A couple of them have been
competing at the varsity level
since they were in the seventh
grade. They are a great group
of kids who have always been
consistent for us. They are good
leaders and good friends.”

Witte and Huisman repre-
sented LHS in all four events at
the section meet last season.

Gym/continued on page 10
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Meghan Witte is one of five senior members of the 2019-20 Luverne High School gymnastics team.

Gym/continued from page 9

Witte, who produced Luverne’s
top scores on the vault, bars and
floor at the event, made the All-
BSC Western Division Team for
the second consecutive season
in 2018-19.

Huisman registered Luverne’s
top score on the beam during the
section meet as well asrecording
thesquad’ssecond-besttallieson
the bars and floor.

Madigan Flom (bars, beam and
floor) and Mollberg (vault, beam
and floor) produced points for
LHS in three of the four events
at the section meet.

Wicks contributed to the cause
on the beam and floor.

Tiana Lais, a freshman, com-
peted for LHS atthe section meet
last season as well.

Laismade acontributionto the
team tally on the vault.

Along with the six members
of last year’s section team, three
other girls return to the program
after receiving limited varsity
experience in 2018-19.

Freshmen Bonita Tiesler, Myles

Trimble and Cedar Viessman
did receive some opportunities
to compete at the varsity level
last year.

Cracking the varsity roster will
beaneventoughertaskforevery-
one this winter due to some new
members of the team.

“We have some new kids who
could challenge our seniors for
their spots in varsity events,’
Flom said.

“It will be interesting to see
how it all works out. All I know
is that’s a good problem to have.
There’s been a lot of good energy
in the room during our practices
because we have a lot more tal-
ent in the gym than we've had in
along time.”

Seventh-graders Ella Reisdor-
fer, Hailey Como and Corynn Oye
are considered to be top varsity
contenders as well.

Reisdorfer joins the team as
the No. 1 prospect moving up the
ranks from the youth program.

Como and Oye are students
adjusting to life at LHS after

Luverne Gymnastics
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transferring from Worthington
and Jackson respectively.

Amira Cowell, another sev-
enth-grader, is gifted on the vault
and could make a push to make
thevarsitysquad aswell thisyear.

The balance of the team’s ros-

“It will be interesting to see how it all works
out. All I know is that’s a good problem to have.
There’s been a lot of good energy in the room
during our practices because we have a lot more
talent in the gym than we’ve had in a long time.”

-Phoebe Flom,

Luverne High gymnastics coach

ter consists of freshman Grace
Ingebretson, eighth-graders
Hailey Boll, Sadie Kessler, Ava
Loosbrock and Brooklyn Wicks
and seventh-graders Hannah
Sneller and Kendra Thorson.

While it remains to be seen if
thenewmembersofthe program
can meet their potential, Flom
has a feeling this could be a good
year for LHS.

Worthington remains as the
team to beat in Section 3A and
the BSC Western Division, but

the Cardinals could capture the
attention of some other area
teams this winter.

“Our goal is to beat our school
record score (134 points) as a
team this year. That's what we
shoot for every year,” Flom said.

“I also would like to see our
win-loss record be much better
than it was last year. With all of
thenewadditionswehave onthis
team, [thinkwe will be surprising
a lot of our opponents this year.”

-

]
eal Estate

~

Keith Elbers, Auctioneer / Real Estate Sales
Lic #67-62

etrievers

SERVING

office:

cell:

D o~

ALLSTATE REALTY TEAM

THE TRI-STATE AREA

home: 507-962-3432

email: keith@realestateretrievers.com

507-962-3423
507-920-6131

Luverne

NNOUNCER

117 W. Main St., Luverne, MN ¢ 507-283-2333

A Notch Above the Rest

Visit ou
weéjl.te 501 @
menuo

507-449-8334 | 75diner.com | @




November 27,2019

Rock County Star Herald Winter Sports Preview 2019

Page ||

John Rittenhouse photo/1127 tab Ihs bh

Ten seniors are considered to be top varsity prospects for the 2019-20 Luverne High School boys’ hockey team. They are (front row, from left) Easton Braun, Austin
Watts-Boll, Mason Steensma, Tyler Roberts, Jacob Von Tersch, (back) Colton Schutz, Marshal Dammann, Colby Crabtree, Noah Herman and Nathan Nekali.

Boys seeking their place in balanced section field

By John Rittenhouse

Luverne High School boys’
hockey coach Phil Paquette has
an interesting perspective on
what was a humbling 2018-19
season for his Cardinals.

After having arun of nine con-
secutive seasons ofpostingabove
.500 records snapped last winter,
theresultdidn’tseem to concern
the coach.

Instead, the LHSmentorplaced
hisfocus ofwhatcouldhavebeen.

“I don’t think anyone will be
looking at us being favorites to
win our section, and that’s fair,”
Paquette stated.

“ThewayI'mlookingatlastyear
is that we were one good game
away from being in the section
finals, and anything can happen
when you get there.”

The game Paquette is referring
to is the Section 3A quarterfinal
showdown between LHS and
Hutchinson.

After putting together a 10-13
regular season that included a
fourth-place finish in the Big
South Conference standings (8-
7), LHS accomplished enough to
entertain the Tigers for a section
game.

Hutchinson ended Luverne’s

10-14 campaign by handing the
Cards a 6-3 setback, but what
happened after that captured
Paquette’s attention.

Luverne

Boys’ Hockey

point) and Cadyn Wessels (zero
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Gaige Nath were Luverne’s top
three point-producerslastwinter.
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Serie (26 goals, 26 assists, 52
points) and Sterrett (16 goals,
20 assists, 36 points) made the
All-BSC Team for their efforts in
2018-19.

Nath registered 33 points (19
goalsandnineassists) asasenior.

“Gaige, Mark and Ben were
great hockey players,” Paquette
offered.

“TheywerewithuswhenIstart-
ed coaching three years ago, and
they were a part of our run to the
statetournamentassophomores.
We will miss the experience and
skill those guys gave us.”

Luverne’s potential varsity
roster entering the 2019-18 cam-
paign consists of nine seniors,
fourjuniors, twosophomoresand
two freshmen.

Thirteen of the team members
logged alotofice timelastwinter,
so LHS does have experience.

Depth is one of Paquette’s big-
gest concerns right now.

LHSwillfield acomplete junior
varsity squad with a number of
new players, buthe’sunsure how
many ofthemwillbe able to make
an impact at the varsity level.

“With 17 players on our po-
tential varsity roster, depth is an
issue,” Paquette said.

“Wewouldlike torun threefor-
wardlines, butwe can’ttake many
injuriesand do that. Rightnowwe
have 14 varsity skaters (excluding
three goalies), which is a lot less
thanwe hadlastyear. We do have
ajunior varsity team with a lot of
new players, and we've been tell-
ing them we do have spots on the
varsity roster and they can earn
them by proving they can play at
the varsity level.”

Paquette is counting on the
nine seniors on the potential var-
sity roster to become the leaders
of the team.

Their experience should help
them in that respect.

“Ourseniorshavebeenthrough
italland have played alot of min-
utes for us. They are, as a group,
kidsthatwe canrelyondayinand
day out,” Paquette said.

Colby Crabtree, Tyler Roberts,
Mason Steensma, Nathan Nekali
and Easton Braun are senior
forwards.

Crabtreeturnedinaproductive
2018-19 season by compiling 28
points (19 goalsand nine assists).

Roberts (10 goals and six as-
sists) and Steensma (three goals

Seek/continued on page 12
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and seven assists) reached dou-
ble figures in scoring with 16 and
10 points respectively last year.

Easton Braun (one goal, four
assists, five points is another ex-
perienced senior forward, while
Nathan Nekali (zero points) is
expected to make the transition
from playing defense last year to
becoming a forward as a senior.

Senior Marshal Dammann,
who recorded four assists during
the 2018-19 season, is projected
to play as a forward and as a de-
fenseman this winter.

Three other seniors are ex-
pected to help the Cardinals on
the defensive end of the ice in
2019-10.

Paquette considers Jacob Von
Tersch (two goals, seven assists,
nine points) and Austin Watts-
Boll (one goal, five assists, six
points) two of the team’s top
returning defensemen.

Senior Colton Schutzcompiled
a 1-3 record as a goalie for the
2018-19 team.

Other goalies include junior
Shaid Shearer (7-9 as a junior)
and sophomore Gavyn Boll, who
is playing at the varsity level for
the first time.

“I like that our three goalies
push each other in practice,
Paquette said.

“Shaid is an athletic kid who
played most of the games late
last year. We need him to be
steady and more confident this
year. Colton played some varsity
games for us last year and has
been looking good in practice.
Gavynwill play as a junior varsity
goalie early in the year, but I'm
hoping he can push the other
two guys when it comes to find-
ing our varsity goalie at the end
of the year”

Three other juniors bring ex-
perience to the 2019-20 squad.

Carlton Oftedahl (two assists)
and Cooper Arends (six assists)
return to the team as key defen-
semen.

Cade Wenninger (two goals,
two assists, four points) is a for-
ward who received limited ice
time due to a broken collarbone
early last season.

“Our older kids have the right
mind-set,” the coach said.

“I don’t have to worry about
them not showing up or coming
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Senior Colby Crabtree is the leading scorer returning to the 2019-20 Luverne High School boys’ hockey team.

to practice every day not being
ready to work hard. They push
each other in practice and they
are trying to get better, and that’s
what we need them to do”

Sophomore Zach Kruse and
freshmen Brock Behrend and
Ethan Langseth are underclass-
menmovingup tothevarsitylevel
for the first time.

Kruse is a forward with great
hands with the potential of
becoming a contributor if he
improves his skating skills.

Behrend is a forward, while
Langseth plays as a defenseman.

“We’re trying to get those
younger guysup tospeedinterms
of playing at the varsity level, but
we do think they can help us this

year,” Paquette said.

The LHS mentor believes New
Ulm and Marshall are the teams
to beat in the BSC this year.

Those two teams, along with
Hutchinson and Litchfield-
Dassel-Cokato, are projected to
be the top contenders for the
section title.

“I'thinkwe’llbe in better shape

intermsofdepthacouple ofyears
downtheroad, so ourfuturelooks
bright,” Paquette said.
“Record-wise, I think we can
be right where we are atlast year
or be even better. The section
championship could belong to
anyone, and I'm hoping we can
be one of the teams in the mix.”
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Girls to pursue third consecutive winning season

By John Rittenhouse

After puttingtogether consecu-
tivewinningseasons, the Luverne
girls’ basketball team will be
challenged in terms of extend-
ing that run during the 2019-20
campaign.

After losing five seniors (in-
cluding three starters) from his
2018-19 squad, Cardinal coach
T.J. Newgard finds himself enter-
ing a new campaign.

Newgard does have two key
players and a few more athletes
who gained some experience at
the varsity level last winter, but
LHS will largely be an untested
squad in 2019-20.

With that being the case, the
LHS mentor expects the upcom-
ing season to be a process of
learning for the players with the
end goal of developing as a solid
team at the end of the year.

“There may be some growing
pains at the beginning of the
season, but I think we could be a
sneaky-good team at the end of
the year,” Newgard said.

“It'sallgoingto depend onhow
our younger players adjust to
playingthegameatahigherlevel.
I just want to see us get better as
the year goes along.”

Newgard’s first task will be
to reform a player rotation that
took a big hit with the loss of five
seniors from last year.

Jadyn Anderson, Mackenzie
Petersen and Gabrielle Ferrell
weremembers of Luverne’sstart-
ing lineup during their senior
seasons.

Grace Sweeney came off the
bench to play in the post as a
senior, as did Tia Hadler.

“Those kids played a lot of
basketball and gave us a lot of
experience,” Newgard offered.

“They were good leaders who
took care ofalotoflittle things for
ourteam, whichreallyhelped me
out as a coach.”

Thedeparted seniors did make
amarkonwhatwasasolid season
for LHS in 2018-19.

The Cardinals placed fourth in
the Big South Conference West-
ern Division as a part of a 14-10
regular season.

Luverne’s record in the regular
season proved tobe good enough
to allow the Cardinals to host
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a South Section 3AA Tourna-
ment game in February, which
wrapped up a 14-11 year after
LHS dropped a 51-49 decision to
Jackson County Central.

Luverne opens the 2019-20
season with a 16-player roster
consisting of two seniors, two
juniors, five sophomores and six
freshmen.

The roster features two return-
ing starters and three other play-
ers who logged varsity playing
time last winter, but the list does
lack experience overall.

“We do have two girls return-
ing to the team who were our
leadersinalmosteverystatistical
category last season,” Newgard
started.

“I also think we have a lot of
depth with the younger girls we
have coming up. That will help
us when we have kids in foul
trouble and when we getfatigued
in games this year. I also like that
these kids put in a lot of work
during the offseason.”

Senior Mallory Thorson and
sophomore Brooklynn Ver Steeg
are proven players who emerged
as two of Luverne’s top players

W e
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John Rittenhouse photo/1127 tab Ihs gb
Two seniors are members of the 2019-20 Luverne High School girls’ basketball team. They are
Mallory Thorson (left) and Chandra Javner. The Cards are coming off a 14-win season.

“There may be some growing pains at the
beginning of the season, but I think we could be
a sneaky-good team at the end of the year.”

-T.J. Newgard,

Luverne girls' basketball coach

last winter.

Thorson, a5-8 guard, was a fix-
ture in the starting lineup during
a junior season that ended with
her drawing honorable mention
from the BSC coaches.

Ver Steeg, a 5-5 sophomore
guard, led the Cardinals in scor-
ing and could well have been
Luverne’s most valuable player
in 2018-19.

Ver Steeg made the All-BSC
Team as a freshman.

“I'm glad we have Mallory and
Brooke coming back,” Newgard
said.

“Theywere ourleadingscorers
last year and are our most expe-
rienced players.”

Along with the two returning
starters, LHS also has two girls
who received some varsity play-
ing time last season.

Freshman guard Averill Sehr
(5-4) should benefit from the ex-
perience she gained fromjoining
the varsity squad last December.

Autumn Nath, a 5-7 junior
guard, gained some court time
as well during her sophomore
season.

“With our depth, I think we’ll
be able to play up to 10 girls this
year. The big question is what our
rotation will look like because I
think players three through 10
areprettyevenintermsofability,”
Newgard said.

Upperclassmen competing
for playing time include senior
Chandra Javner (5-6 guard) and
McKenzie VanGrootheest (5-5
guard).

Sophomores Madeleine
Schmuck (5-9 post), Kristin Rud
(5-10post), Kayetlin Huiskes (5-9

Luverne

Girls’ Basketball

| Nov. 22 Hills-Beaver Creek H

INov. 26 Edgerton H :
IDec.S Pipestone H I
I Dec.7 Fairmont A I
1 Dec. 10 Jackson County Central ~ A 1
I Dec. 13 Fulda A I
I Dec. 16 SW MN Christian H I
1 Dec.17  Tracy/Milroy/Balaton ~ H 1
1 Dec. 19 Fulda A 1
g Dec.20 Redwood Valley H
j Dec.28 Harrisburg A
] Jan.3 Worthington A
1 Jan.4 WWG Al
1 Jan.7 Marshall A
1 Jan. 10 Windom H
I Jan. 17 Jackson County Central H |
1 Jan.20 Edgerton Al
I Jan.23 Garretson Al
I Jan. 24 Marshall H 1
1 Jan.27 A-E H 1
1 Jan. 30 Pipestone Al
I Jan.31 Redwood Valley Al
I Feb. 4 St. James H I
I Feb. 6 Worthington H I
I Feb. 10 Martin County West H I
I Feb. 13 Windom Al
1 1
1 ; 5072839171 |
" Ky 1e00634TI01 |

L o

1 f(udrors'  www.papik.com 1
iy K]

post) and Elise Ferrell (5-9 guard)
arepotential contributorsaswell.

Freshmen Elizabeth Wagner
(5-11 guard), Christina Wagner
(6-0 post), Emma Beyer (5-5
guard), Lauren Hansen (5-11
post) and Jocelyn Hart (5-7 post)
could play their way into the
player rotation as well.

“I'think our team has more post
depth than we've had in a few
years,” Newgard said.

“With the depth we have over-
all, I think we should be able to
pressure teams on defense and
push the ball offensively. We also
should be able to press teams
more this year.

Newgard believes Marshall
will be the top team in the BSC
this year, with Redwood Valley,
Windom and Pipestone being
potential contenders.

RWYV, Windom, Pipestone and
JCC are the teams to beat when
the South Section 3AA Tourna-
ment begins in the mind of the
LHS coach.

“Oursectionisprettybalanced.
It will be interesting to see who
wins it,” Newgard concluded.
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John Rittenhouse photo/1127 tab Ihs wrestling
Five athletes who represented Luverne at the Section 3AA Individual Tournament last winter return to the Cardinal’ wrestling program in 2019-20. They are (from left)
Noah Mehlhaff, Braydon Ripka, Camden Janiszeski and Riley Cowell. Missing is Zach Bradley.

Young athletes dominate LHS wrestling rostet

By John Rittenhouse
Youth will dominate the scene

against Big South Conference
competition.

Luverne Wrestling

“All five of the seniors last year
had unique qualities that helped

record duringafreshmanseason
thatended with him placingsixth

for the 2019-20 Luverne High The Cardinalsdid secure a48-6 g Dec:s Windom Triangular A | them lead our team,” Kopp of- at106 poundsduringthesection
School wrestling team. victory over Fulda-Murray Coun- g Dec.7  Flandreau Invitational A | fered. tournament.

LHS coach Jordan Kopp saysa ty Central during the opening § Dec. 13 Wabasso Triangular A “They had their own charac- Ripka is projected to wrestle
total of 17 athletesbegan prepar-  round of the Section 3AA Team | pec. 14 JOC Invitational Ay teristics and they used them to  at 138 pounds to start the 2019-
ing for the upcoming season at  Tournament, buttheybowedout | p.. 20 & 21 RWV Invitational A1 their advantage. They were five 20 season, while Mehlhaff is
the beginning of the season. of the event after taking a 79-0 y 1., 4 Brandon Valley Tatrnamene A | good individuals and we will projected to start the year at 126.

Withonejuniorandfivesopho-  setback from Fairmont-Martin y , Luveme Triangular ~ H | miss them.” Junior Riley Cowell, sopho-
moresbeingtheoldestmembers ~ County Westin the quarterfinals ¢ | Worthington Al Along with the one juniorand moreZachBradleyand freshman
of the squad, the Cardinals will to cap a 3-15 campaign. I Jan' 16 Rock Valley Quad N five sophomores, the balance of Camden Janiszeski bring more
field a young squad this winter. Four of last year’s seniorsrep- | . Y I Luverne’s2019-20rosterconsists section experience to the 2019-

“We have a very young team,” resented LHS in the postseason. 1| fan. 21 S MEW Tramglar I ofthree freshmen, three eighth- 20 team.

Kopp indicated. Tom Brown and Jed Dooyema 1 14 %3 FUldEMEC A1 gradersandfiveseventh-graders. Cowell didn'’t place at the sec-

“We have one juniorandsome  competed well enough to place I 7128 St JamesAreaQuad Ay The list features six returning tion tournament, but he led the
sophomores to build our team at the Section 3AA Individual 1731 LuvemeTriangular  H | Jetterwinners, twosectionplace- Cardinals in total wins (19-13
around, but most of the guyswe Tournament. I Feb.6 AE H' I winners and three other athletes  overall) last winter.
have are young kids. They are a Brown finished a 14-13 season | Feb.8  Morris Area Invitational A I who competed atthesectionlevel Cowellis projected to compete
good group of kids and they are by placing fifth at 182 pounds at ! . 507-2839171 | Jast winter. at 120 this season.
working very hard. the section event. ! / ‘%l&! 1e00634-7701 | After securing places at last Bradley (3-5) and Janiszeski

Kopp was aware of the situa- Dooyema went 13-15 as a !_ - -E‘-ﬂ:'mu_m"r%f%u_ - _ww_w.p_ap&.c:m_ " year’ssectiontournament, soph-  (5-20) gained section experience
tion he would be facing in the senior and placed fifth at 170 omoresBraydonRipkaand Noah  as well.
2019-20seasonwhenfiveseniors pounds during the section tour- Mehlhaff have to be considered Janiszeskiisexpected towrestle
served astheleadersofthe2018- ney. careers. key returnees. at 132 this season, while Bradley

19 team.

LHS went 2-14 during the
regular season one year ago, and
the Cardinals went winless (0-6)

Dalton DeSollar (7-21) and
Justyce Ripka (3-19) wrestled
without placing at the section
meet to cap their high school

Abraham Hernandez com-
peted atthevarsitylevel earlylast
season, buthewasnotamember
of the postseason proceedings.

Ripkawent17-21asafreshman
and placed fifth at 132 pounds
during the section event.

Mehlhaff compiled an 11-17

will compete in the 160-pound
slot.

LHS/continued on page 15
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Freshman Carsen Tofteland,
who is projected to compete at
106, rounds out the returning
letter winners.

Along with the wrestlers who
gained section experience last
winter, Koppiscountingon soph-
omores Joseph Schoneman and
Chris Rosin to make an impact at
the varsity level in 2019-20.

Schoneman, who is projected
to compete as a heavyweight,
and Rosin, Luverne’s 170-pound
representative, received some
varsitymatcheswithoutlettering
last season.

“Ilook at Riley and our sopho-
moresasbeingthe core members
of our team, and we plan to build
around those guys,” Kopp said.

“We also have a lot of young
kids moving up the ranks, and
we will need them to fill in some
spots in our lineup at some point
this year”

One of the possible contribu-
tors is freshman Tavian Lange,
who is expected to open the year
at 113 pounds.

Seventh-graders Jaden Reisch
and Masyn Akkerman are con-
sidered to be potential varsity
contributors as well.

Reischmaycompeteat145,and
Akkerman is a prospect at 195.

Eighth-grader Jacob Stroh is
the leading candidate to wrestle
at 152 this year, while classmate
Tyler Rolfs gives LHS depth be-
tween the 132- and 145-pound
weight classes.

Uriel Hernandez, another
eighth-grader, isaprospectat 106
alongwithseventh-gradersOwen
Janiszeski and Leif Ingebretson.

Seventh-grader Adam Ask is
a prospect to compete between
the 120- and 132-pound weight
classes.

“Most of the younger kids have
been part of our youth wrestling
program, so they all have some
experience,” Kopp said.

“Overall, we have a bunch of
hard-working kids with great
work ethics.”

Kopplists Marshall astheteam
to beatin the BSC and in Section
3AA, while F-MCW could be an-
other section contender.

Posting a bunch of wins will be
challenge forayoung LHS squad

Rock County Star Herald Winter Sports Preview 2019 Page |5

this winter, but that’s never been define our season,” he said.
on Kopp’s list of priorities.
“Our team record will never

Star Herald file photo

Luverne junior Riley Cowell led the Cardinal wrestling team in total individual victories during the 2018-19 season.

having as many as six kids place core group of wrestlers and see

“Thopewe canwinfourmatch- atthesectiontournament.Wejust what happens after that”
es this year, and I could see us wanttobuild theteamaround our
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John Rittenhouse photo/1127 tab ae wrestling

Twelve athletes who competed at the section level last winter return to the 2019-20 Adrian-Ellsworth wrestling team. They are (kneeling, from left) Cameron Wieneke,
Brayan Anaya, Quentin Wolf, Jaren Winselman, Rilee Heidebrink, Breyer Hieronimus, (back) Brody Loosbrock, Isaac Bullerman, Logan Taylor, Scot Edwards, Preston
Nelson and Logan Sherer. The Dragons posted 11 wins last winter and are seeking an above .500 record this season.

A-E chasing berth in Section 3A final four

By John Rittenhouse

Having a big group of athletes
gives Adrian-Ellsworth wrestling
coach Gregg Nelson optimism.

It's been a few years since Nel-
son could report that he has 29
wrestlersin grades seven through
12 participating in the preseason
practice sessions.

Since that’s the case this year,
Nelsonfeels good abouthisteam
headinginto the2019-20 season.

“Ilike all of the bodies we have
in the practice room,” Nelson
admitted.

“Ilikehavingsixseniors on this
team because we didn’thave any
last season. Only two of those se-
niors have had serious mat time
in the past, but we are getting

older as a team. We still are on
the younger side of things when
youlookup and down ourlineup,
butwe dohavealotofexperience
overall. Wejustneed the younger
guys to get more mat time.”

A-E is coming off a solid 2018-
19 campaign that included the
Dragons finishing the regular
season with an 11-14 mark.

An 11-15 team season came to
an end with a 49-24 loss to Pipe-
stone in the quarterfinal round
of the Section 3A Tournament,
and that’s something the Dragon
athleteswanttorectify thiswinter.

“The boys have the goal of
making it to the final four of
the team tournament this year,’
Nelson said.

“How that turns outremains to
be seen, but that’s their goal and
there’s nothing wrong with that.”

Achievingthe goalisapossibil-
ity with A-E’s 29-athlete roster
consisting of six seniors, three
juniors, six sophomores, three
freshmen, seven eighth-graders
and four seventh-graders.

The list includes two state
qualifiers, five other wrestlers
who placed at the section indi-
vidual tournament, and a total of
13letterwinnersfromthe2018-19
campaign.

“We should have a full lineup,
or closeto afulllineup by theend
of the year. That’s what we want,’
Nelson said.

“We have some good kids who

work hard, learn and get better.
Sincethat’s the case,'mnotwor-
ried about what happens during
the month of December because
our lineup will be different early.
Wewanttoputthehammerdown
in January and February and see
where that takes us.”

As returning state qualifiers,
senior Scot Edwards and sopho-
more Brayan Anaya givethe Drag-
ons instant credibility entering
the new season.

Edwards is a two-time state
participant who made a bid to
capture the Class A champion-
ship as a heavyweight before
ending his 28-2 junior season

Chase/continued on page 18
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John Rittenhouse photo/1127 tab ahs bb

Twelve seniors are members of the first Adrian-Ellsworth boys’ basketball team. They are (kneeling, from left) Grant Jansma, Tristan Thier, Johnathon Heidebrink, Tyler
Wolford, Nathan Rahe, Rondae Nave, (back) lan Stamer, Noah Reyne, Lance Luettel, Brady Vortherms, Caleb Hornstein and Brandon Schnoor.

Pairing agreement yields veteran A-E boys' squad

By John Rittenhouse

Blake Miller finds himself in a
crowded gym these days.

Miller, the head coach of the
first Adrian-Ellsworth boys’ bas-
ketball team, doesn’t seem to
mind the situation.

With 39 players in grades 9-12
preparing for the upcoming sea-
sononadailybasis, practiceshave
been somewhat challenging for
the Dragons.

To his credit, Miller wouldn't
have it any other way.

“Yes, it has been interesting,’
Miller stated, when summing up
A-FE’s preseason practices.

“We’ve had to be a little more
creative when it comes to run-
ning our drills, but we’re getting
our work in. We definitely have
used our fourth coach, Ethan
Van Briesen, who is coming over
from Ellsworth. We're glad tohave
him here because he brings a lot
of enthusiasm along with him.”

Onpaper, thefirstedition ofthe
A-E squad is a rousing success.

Millersaid he’sneverhad more
than nine seniors to work with
during his tenure at AHS.

Not only does he have 12 se-
niors participating in practice
sessions, he alsohasninejuniors

trying to catch the attention of
the coaching staff.

Needless to say, A-E will not
putayoung and inexperienced
team on the court.

“We've picked up some nice
pieces for what we want to do
through this (sharing agree-
ment),” Miller said.

“It will be interesting to see
how it all unfolds for us this
year”

The Adrian and Ellsworth
squads produced a combined
15-33 record as separate teams
in 2018-19, which includes a
combined 9-22 record against

RedRock Conference opponents.

Bothteamshad astrongsenior
presence on their respective
rosters, with Ellsworth tapping
the talents offive upperclassmen
and Adrian having five on its list.

Brandon Kramerprovedtobea
keysenior member of Ellsworth’s
2018-19 team.

Kramer led the Panthers in
scoring and rebounding during
a campaign that ended with him
making the All-RRC squad.

Sean and Kade Boltjes, Sam
Kramer and Noah Kruse capped
their high school careers at EHS
as well.

Christian Weidert, a senior
member of the 2018-19 AHS
squad, made the All-RRC team
as well.

Braxton Vortherms, Dakota
John, Devin Frodermann, Cole
Domeyer and Bryce Wilson are
the other senior members of
Adrian’s team last winter.

AHS and EHS lost a combined
six starters from their squads in
2018-19, but the first A-E squad
will not lack experience.

“Wehavenine guyswho played
varsityballlastyear,sowedohave

Squad/continued on page 18

HEIDEBRINK & ASSOCIATES

FARM - HOME - BUSINESS - LONG TERM CARE
AUTO - CROP - LIFE- HEALTH

224 E Main St, Luverne, MN 56156 Phone 507-283-4085 * heidebrinkinsurance.com

Mark’s

PLUMBING, HEATING, A/C, LLC
90/7=283-9245

608 W. Harring, Luverne ® Mark & Cinoy Kurtz, owNER

Master Plumber Lic.#066849-PM

TEMPSTRY

Heating and Cooling Products

Lic.# PC644664

KEVIN AAKER
kevin@luvernebodyshop.com

ANDREW HEMME

Meulebroeck, Taubert
& Co., PLLP

andrew@luvernebodyshop.com

Certified Public Accountants

* Tax planning & preparation * Accounting, Payroll &
Bookkeeping services
* Agri-plan™ - pretax medical deductions

109 8. Freeman, Luverne, MN
507-283-4055

920 Commerce Rd. ¢ Luverne, MN 56156
507.283.8711




Page 18

Rock County Star Herald Winter Sports Preview 2019

Squad/continued from page 17__

a lot of experience,” Miller said.

“It's my hope that will help us
when we get into tight games,
which we had alot oflast season.
With their experience, these kids
should be able to handle it.”

The coach hopes to form a
nine- or 10-player rotation out of
the 12 seniors, nine juniors and
one sophomore he considers to
be varsity prospects.

The nine players with past var-
sityexperience are expected tobe
the nucleus of the squad.

As returning starters, seniors
Noah Reyne, Ian Stamer, Lance
Luettel and Grant Jansma are
some of A-E’s top prospects.

Reyne, a 6-2 guard, made the
All-RRC squad as an AHS junior.

Stamer (6-2) and Luettel (6-
4) started at guard and at post
respectively for AHS last winter,
while the 6-3 Jansma started as a
guard for EHS.

Three otherseniorsbringmore
varsity experience to the A-E
squad.

Brandon Schnoor, a 6-3 for-
ward, and guards Nathan Rahe
(5-8) and Brady Vortherms (6-2)
are expected to be contributors
this winter as well.

Two other projected contribu-
torsare junior Anthony Lenzand
sophomore Peyton Lewis.

Lenzis a 6-2 guard, and Lewis
a 6-5 guard/forward.

“I'think those nine guys will be
the nucleus of our team,” Miller
said.

“I really like the length of our
kids. We can go 6-2 or better at
every position. I like how open
and acceptingthe guyshavebeen
in terms of trying new things. I
also like how they have come to
play hard at every practice.”

Other senior members of the
2019-20 team include guards
Johnathon Heidebrink (5-8),
Tyler Wolford (5-8), Tristan Thier
(5-11)and posts Caleb Hornstein
(6-4) and Rondae Nave (6-3).

Miller likes the potential the
remaining juniors on the roster
havedisplayed, buttheymightbe
one year away from being varsity
contributors due to A-E’s abun-
dance of experienced players.

Nicholas Hendel (6-5), Nicho-
las Sjogren (6-0) and Simon
Boyenga (6-0) are junior posts.

Tanner Hinrichs (5-8), Edgar
Menedez-Gonzalez(5-8), Linkin

Adrian

Bovs’ Basketball
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Bossert (5-10), Dalton Popkes
(5-9) and Micah Onken (5-9) are
junior guards.

Millerlists Southwest Christian
as being the RRC and South Sec-
tion 3A favorite this winter, with
Mountain Lake Area being a top
contender for the conference
crown.

Heron Lake-Okabena-Fuldais
flying under the radar right now,
but Miller believes their shar-
ing agreement could produce a
strong team as well.

“Our conference will be bal-
anced and competitive thisyear,”
Miller said.

“We will play whatever style
of basketball we need to play to
be successful on any given night
against our conference oppo-
nents. The goal I would like to
see us accomplish is to have a
winning record at the end of the
season. I also would like to see
us make things interesting by
playing competitive games every
night and pull off some upsets.”

Chase/continued from page 16

with aloss duringthe title match.

Edwards has won the Section
3A heavyweight title the last two
seasons, and he will compete at
the same weight class thiswinter.

Anaya turned in a sensational
freshman season that featured
him earning a trip to the state
tournamentbyplacing second at
106 pounds at the section event.

Anaya split four matches at the
state tournament, where his 35-7
season came to an end.

Nelson believes Anaya could
wrestle at 106 late in the 2019-
20 season, but he will open the
campaign at 120.

Other athletes returning to the
team as section place-winners
from last season include Logan
Taylor, Logan Sherer, Breyer Hi-
eronimus, Brody Loosbrock and
Preston Nelson.

Taylor, asenior, qualified forthe
state tournament two years ago.

He compiled a 33-9 record last
season and placed third at 120
pounds in the section field.

Taylor is projected to wrestle
at 138 pounds early this winter,
where he will be challenged by
Loosbrock.

Loosbrock is a junior coming
offa9-24 sophomore season that
ended with a sixth-place finish
at the section tournament at 138
pounds.

Sherer is a junior coming off
an11-13season, whichincluded
him placing fifth at 145 pounds
during the section event.

Sherer is expected to compete
at 145 again this year, where he
will be challenged by sopho-
moresIsaac Bullerman and Ellias
Tonsay.

Bullerman compiled a 21-20
record and competed at the sec-
tiontournamentwithoutplacing
last winter. Tonsay went 0-5 as a
freshman.

Nelsonand Hieronimusround
out the returning section place-
winners.

Nelson, a junior who went 18-
16 and placed sixth at160 pounds
atthe sectionmeet, is expected to
wrestle at 170 this winter.

Hieronimusis a freshman who
compiled a 14-20 record last
season, when he placed sixth at
113 pounds during the section
tournament.

Hieronimus is expected to
wrestle at 126 to open the 2019-
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20 season.

Fourmoreathleteswho partici-
pated at the section tournament
without placing last year return
to the 2019-20 squad.

Rilee Heidebrink, who went
9-15 as a seventh-grader, is
projected to compete at 132 this
winter.

Heidebrinkis being pushed by
eighth-grader Reese Morrison,
who went 1-2 without lettering
in 2018-19.

Coming off a 13-17 season,
freshman Quentin Wolf is ex-
pected to be A-E’s 160-pound
entry to start the year.

Cameron Wieneke is a fresh-
man projected to compete at 182
to start the season.

Wieneke went 11-18 as an
eighth-grader.

Eighth-grader Jaren Winsel-
man rounds out the athletes
returningto theteamwith section
experience from last winter.

Winselman went 10-18 last
season andis expected towrestle
at 220 this winter, where he is
being challenged by senior Beau
Bullerman.

Bullerman has wrestled in the
past, but he did not compete
last year.

Senior Max Lehmann was in-
juredlatelastseason, buthewent
10-19 during the regular season

Star Herald fiI photo
Logan Sherer placed fifth at the Section 3A Individual Wrestling
Tournament at the end of the 2018-19 season.

to earn a varsity letter.

Lehmann is projected to com-
pete at 195, where he is being
challenged for mat time by Ro-
berto Hernandez.

Hernandez is one of three
Ellsworth athletes joining the
program this winter.

Senior Austen Klein and
eighth-grader Jacob Timmer are
EHS participants in the program
as well.

A-E lacks experience at three
weight classes entering the 2019-
20 season.

Senior Axel Martinez, who
went 0-4 as a junior, is tabbed to
compete at 152 at the beginning
of the season.

Eighth-grader Bruce Farinella
(0-1) is projected to open the
season at 106 pounds, while
eighth-grader David Anaya (4-1)
is expected to compete at 113.

A-F’s lineup will change dra-
matically from the beginning of
the year through season’s end.

Once all of the pieces are
in place, Nelson believes the
Dragons will be competitive on
the mat.

“Itwouldbenicetobeanabove
.500 team this year and I would
like to see us make the final four
attheteam tournament,” he said.

“Thatwill depend onus having
afulllineup attheend oftheyear”

\_4

cClure

PLUMBING, HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
412 S. Kniss * Luverne, MN * 507-449-2828

@

Mike Jarchow Owner
105 S. Estey
Luverne, MN 56156

507.283.9664 + www.grandprairieevents.org * info@grandprairieevents.org

—EV EN

Contact us for our

graduation party specials!
Best wishes to all area athletes!

EisMA AND EisMA

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

130 East Main St. Luverne MN

507-283-4828

Wi
A
V JE /N

e ]

Viking Electric LLC

Tim Gangestad

Owner

(507) 290-2595

vikingelectricmn@gmail.com

Conquering all of your electrical needs!

Residential ¢ Commercial e Agricultural



November 27,2019

Rock County Star Herald Winter Sports Preview 2019

Page 19

John Rittenhouse photo/1127 tab ahs gb

Eight seniors are members of the first Adrian-Ellsworth girls’ basketball team. They are (from left) Morgan Dreesen, Kasie Tweet, Kallie Chapa, Bailey Lonneman,
Moriah Bullerman, Kristina Cauwels, Jennifer Preuss and Ashlyn Meester. Jes Hermeling-Reyne is the head coach of the Dragons.

Added depth elevates prospects for A-E gitls

By John Rittenhouse

Thefirst Adrian-Ellsworth girls’
basketball team and first-year
head coachJesHermeling-Reyne
are preparingforwhatappearsto
be a promising 2019-20 season.

AHS and EHS compiled a
combined 13-30 record last sea-
son, but a recent sports sharing
agreement accepted by both
schools marked the end of the
days when both schools fielded
separate teams.

The A-E Dragons will play
games in Adrian and Ellsworth
this winter, and Hermeling-
Reyne likes the opportunity she
hasreceivedtobethehead coach
of the team.

“I'mreally excited about this. I
thinkI'mreallyluckytobe coach-
ing this team,” she said.

“Adrian and Ellsworth have not
had very successful teams in re-
centyears, and thesegirlsdeserve
tohavesomesuccess.Ithinkall of
thekidsseethe potential we have
playing when we are practicing
together in the same gym.”

To say Hermeling-Reyne is a

first-year head coach might be
slightly inaccurate.

This will be her first season as
beingthe onlymentor, butshedid
serve as a co-coach with Patrice
Peterswhenlongtime AHSleader
Randy Strand left the program
two years ago.

Hermeling-Reyne did not
coach last winter, as she was
preparing to give birth to her
first child, and she was named
the first A-E mentor when Peters
relinquished the coaching posi-
tion earlier this year.

The first A-E squad will be a
veteran team.

Ellsworth lost two seniors (Si-
erraSmith and Lizzie Chapa)and
Adrian lost five seniors (Autumn
Grussing, Megan Fuerstenberg,
McKinley Nelson, Brisa Zebe
and Avery Balster, who received
honorable mention from the Red
Conference coaches at season’s
end) from theirrespectiverosters
last year.

Coach Hermeling-Reyne likes
the players she has to work with.

“I like their willingness to get

better,” she said

“They come to practice hungry
every day and they are willing to
workhard. Theyare eagertokeep
improving and keep learning,
which is nice to see as a coach”

The 2019-20 A-E squad opens
the year with a 12-player roster
consisting of eight seniors, three
juniors and one sophomore.

The list features a total of five
returning starters and four girls
who logged varsity playing time
last winter.

“We have depth,” Hermeling-
Reyne stated.

“We have 12 good players. I
can say we have a lot more than
five players who deserve to be
starters, and a lot of them would
be if they were playing at other
schools. It’s going to be tough to
get all of these kids on the floor
in games, butwe can use all 12 of
these girls.”

Three seniors gained the repu-
tation of being standout players
last winter.

Ellsworth’s Ashlyn Meester and
Adrian’s Bailey Lonneman made

the All-RRC squad at the end of
the 2018-19 season.

Adrian’s Moriah Bullerman, a
four-yearstarter,drewhonorable
mention.

Meester (5-7) and Bullerman
(5-4)aretwo of eightguardslisted
on the roster.

The 5-11 Lonneman is one of
four posts on the list.

Two other starters for EHS last
winter are expected to produce
as guards this season.

Kallie Chapa (5-7) and Morgan
Dreesen (5-7) bringmore starting
experience to the team.

Adrian seniors Kristina Cau-
wels and Jennifer Preuss and
juniors Shawna Rogers and
Jayden Zebe give the team more
experience.

Cauwels (5-7) and Zebe (5-8)
are battle-tested guards.

Preuss (5-6) and Rogers (5-9)
are posts with past varsity expe-
rience.

Rounding out the preseason
varsity roster are senior Kasie

Depth/continued on page 20
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Depth/continued from page 19

Tweet, junior Marisa Lehnhoff
and sophomore Julia Bullerman.
More playerswill be added as the
season progresses.

Tweet, a 5-7 guard, didn’t play
basketball last season.

Lehnhoff and Rogers are 5-11
posts.

“We don’t have a lot of height
onthisteam, so ourplanisto play
a fast-paced game,” Hermeling-
Reyne stated.

“Icould see ussubstituting five
players at a time to play that type
of game. That’s where the depth
comes into our favor. We want to
getup and downthe courtquicker
than opposingteams,and we can
play that way with the numbers
we have”

Hermeling-Reyne lists South-
west Christian astheteamtobeat
in the Red Rock Conference this
winter, with Hills-Beaver Creek
being another top contender.

She feels SWC and H-BC are
the favorites to claim the South
Section 3A title as well.

The coach isn’t setting goals
forher team in terms of wins and
losses, but she does believe A-E
joining forces will help the Drag-
ons become a more competitive
squad on the court.

“I just want the girls to come
together the best way they can
because I do think the agree-
ment was the best move for both
communities,” Hermeling-Reyne
said.

“I also want the girls to leave
the court knowing they gave it
theirallwhentheyleave thefloor.
I'wantthem to know the coaches
arebehind them, and T hope they
leave the floor at the end of the _ : ; -
year knowing they learned a lot Star Herald file photo
and improved a lot as a team.” Senior Bailey Lonneman is one of two All-Red Rock Conference performers listed on the 2019-20 A-E girls’ basketball roster.
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WELCOME
AUSTIN SPRONK, MD

Family Medicine

At Sanford Luverne we recognize
you want comprehensive health
care for the entire family in a
location that is convenient for
you. Where you feel at home.

We take pride in your lawn
as if it were our own.

Austin Spronk, MD has joined the team
at Sanford Luverne and

is accepting new patients.

« Fertilization * Insect Identification & Control -« Lawn Trimming & Clean-up
+ Weed Identification & Control - Lawn Disease Control * Turf Watering Management
+ Crabgrass Control + Professional Lawn Mowing + Lawn Aeration

RleaseicalliforiaiFreeiMeastireland Esiimare

e
s “I try to provide holistic patient care and
strive for every patient to know that |
am committed to them personally and
professionally.”

-AUSTIN SPRONK, MD
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SANFARD
Luverne
To schedule an appointment,

call Sanford Luverne Clinic
at (507) 283-4476.

Find us on
Facebook
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