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Luverne senior
Alexis Ferrell
and the Cardinal
volleyball team
will take the court
under the guidance
of first-year head
coach Susan Bork
in 2017.-
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H-BC graduate takes over volleyball program

By John Rittenhouse

A lot of things have changed
since the Hills-Beaver Creek
volleyball team put together one
of the best seasons in program
history in 2016.

Not only did H-BC lose seven
seniors from a squad that went
10-0 to win the first Red Rock
Conference volleyball title in
schoolhistory, italsolostthehead
coachwhoserved astheleader of
theteam overthe pastthreeyears.

Susan Bork, who guided H-BC
to a 48-29 record between 2014-
16, is now the head volleyball
coach in Luverne.

Taking over for Bork as the Pa-
triots’ mentor is Meghan Zylstra,
a 2013 H-BC graduate who has
been a varsity assistant at the
school for the past four years.

Since she worked under Bork
during last year’s magical 21-3
campaign that came to an end
with a loss to Windom in the
semifinal round of the South
Section 3A Tournament, Zylstra
knows what last year’s seniors
gave to the team.

Hunter Harvey and Emma
Baker played sparingly during
their senior seasons, but class-
matesJasmine Lingen, AveryVan
Roekel, Mekayla Kolbrek, Ashley

H-BC/continued on page 4
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Patriots

By John Rittenhouse

One year after leading Hills-
Beaver Creek High School
through its longest season in
more than a decade, Patriot foot-
ball coach Rex Metzger is hoping
forarepeatperformancein2017.

After going 6-2 and placing
thirdin the South DistrictWestern
Division during the regular sea-
son last fall, the Patriots posted a
pair of wins over Granada-Hunt-
ley-East Chain-Martin Luther-
Truman (54-6) and Mountain
Lake Area (47-14) in the opening
round of the playoffs to reach the
Section 3 championship gamefor
the first time since 2003.

H-BC'’s 8-3 season came to an
endwitha30-12lossto Edgerton-
Ellsworth in the title tilt, but the
setback didn’t tarnish what was
the longest season in Metzger’s
tenure as head coach.

Although H-BC did lose five
seniors who played as two-way
starters for the 2016 squad, the
Patriotmentorisn’trulingoutan-
other successful run this season.

“After losing five good seniors,
I'm sure there are a lot of people
out there thinking this will be a
down year for us,” Metzger said.

“We have more size this year
and good team speed. We don’t
have a lot of experience, but I
think we can make a run to the
section championship game just
like we did last year”

In order for that to happen,
H-BC needs to fill some holes on
both sides of the ball left by the
departed seniors.

Isaiah Vis(tailback/linebacker)
was named the District’s Back of
the Year at the end of his senior
season, while Zach Scholten
(quarterback/defensive end)
made the All-District squad.

Jed Burgers (wide receiver/
safety) and Logan Leuthold (of-
fensiveguard/middlelinebacker)
drew honorable mention rec-
ognition from District officials,
while Dylan Forshey started as
a defensive tackle/center to cap
his career.

“We only lost five seniors from
last year’s team, but they were
guys that played as two-way
startersforus. Some ofthemwere
playingvarsityfootball since they
were freshmen, so theywere guys
who were on the field along time

Rock County Star Herald Fall Sports Preview 2017
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Eight seniors are members of the Hills-Beaver Creek High School football program in 2017. They are (front row, from left) Dean Fuerstenberg, Preston

Maassen, Trenton Bass, Dawson Leenderts, (back) Dylon Taubert, Jesse Elbers, Dylan Tieszen and Josh Kueter.

for us,” Metzger said.

Replacing last year’s seniors is
a tall order, but Metzger believes
he has the type of athletes to get
the job done on the field.

“Wehave agreatgroup ofguys,”’
he said.

“Ourteamspeedisprettygood,
and we'll be one of the bigger
teams we've had in a while.
There’s a lot of competition go-
ing on for positions and the kids
have been going at it hard in
practice and that will only make
us better by the end of the year.
We also will be a youthful team.
We just don’t have a lot of guys
with experience.”

Offensively H-BC will field a
revamped interior line in 2017.

Garrett Raymon, a 265-pound

junior right guard who made the
All-District squad as a sopho-
more, isthelonereturningstarter
in the middle of the line.

Competition is underway for
the other two interior line posi-
tions.

Senior Dylan Tieszen (180),
junior George Merson (250) and
sophomore Kyle Kueter (185)
are battling for the starting job
at center.

Seniors Jesse Elbers (265) and
Dylon Taubert (195) and junior
Noah Hellerud (205) are in the
mix for the left guard position.

Metzger plans to use two tight
endsonthelineduringmostsitu-
ations, and the candidates bring
experience to the table.

Senior Dean Fuerstenberg

(170) returns as a starter, while
senior Josh Kueter (185), junior
Luke LaRock (190) and sopho-
more Jax Wysong (195) did log
somevarsityplayingtimein2016.

“We’regoingtobeabiggerteam
up front this year. We had some
kids put on some bulk since last
year,” Metzger said.

“I like our physicality these
guys play with. With our size, 'm
hopingwe’ll be more of a ground
and pound team this year”

Metzger has a bevy of talented
running backs to carry the ball
this year, so he’s planning to
feature a lot of three-back for-
mations.

Senior Trenton Bass, who is

Title/continued on page 4
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H-BC’s Josh Kueter protects the ball after hauling in a pass during last year’s section title game.

Title/continued from page 3

listed as the team’s No. 2 quar-
terback, returns as the starting
tailback.

The 170-pound Bass made the
All-District squad as a junior.

Other potential ball-carriers
include seniors Preston Maas-
sen (190) and Dawson Leenderts
(160), juniors Bailey Susie (190)
and Hunter Bork (155) and fresh-
men Gavin Wysong (165) and
Tyson Bork (151).

“We have more depth at run-
ning back this year than we've
ever had before,” Metzger said.

“I would be fine with any one
of those guys carrying the ball
for us”

The wild card in the offen-
sive scheme is how sophomore
Easton Harnack (145) handles
the responsibilities of playing
the quarterback position at the
varsity level.

Scholten served as the team’s
No. 1 quarterback for three-plus
seasons, and Harnack only re-
ceived spotplayingtimelastyear.

“We don’t have a lot of experi-
enceatthe quarterback position,

which is one of the reasons why I
hopewecanruntheballsuccess-
fully,” Metzger said.

H-BC'’s front seven on defense
does feature a lot of experienced
players.

Elbers and Raymon return as
starting defensive tackles, and Jax
Wysongdidreceive somestartsas
a defensive end late last season.

Kueter, Taubertand Tieszen are
other potential defensive ends.

Merson, Hellerud and sopho-
more Jaxon Steensma (225) are
potential defensive tackles.

Two of H-BC'’s three lineback-
ers drew starts during the course
of the 2016 campaign.

Fuerstenberg, whoplayedasan
outside linebacker one year ago,
is projected to replace Leuthold
asthemiddlelinebacker this fall.

Bass, who also received some
startsinthesecondary,and Maas-
sen are possible starting outside
linebackers in 2017.

LaRockand Susie are potential
linebackers as well.

Thecoachisunsurewhich play-
erswillbestartinginthe defensive

secondary this year.

Leenderts, Harnack, Gavin
Wysong, and Hunter and Tyson
Bork are potential candidates.

“I'think our defense will be just
as physical, if not more physical,
than another defense we’ve had
in the past,” Metzger stated.

“I like what these guys bring
to the table in terms of size and
athletic ability. What they need
is experience.”

Metzger predicts the Districtto
be very competitivein 2017, with
E-E, MLA and Red Rock Central
being some of the top squads.

IfH-BC can overcome its inex-
perience at some positions, the
Patriots can be a top contender
as well.

“Our district will be better
than it has been the past couple
of years. There are at least five
good teams out there that could
challenge for the title. Hopefully
we'll be playing better football at
the end of the year and be one of
those teams.”

August 31,2017
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Esselink and Courtney Kruger
were key contributors.

Van Roekel, Kolbrek and Lin-
gen made the All-RRC squad,
while Esselink drew honorable
mention.

“We lost two of our biggest hit-
ters in Avery and Jasmine, and
Mekayla was a smart setter with
two or three years of experience,’
Zylstra offered.

“Ashleywasagoodblockerand
Courtney was very quick in the
backrowandwasn’tafraidto dive
onthe floor to keep aball in play.
We dohave some bigshoestofill”

Fortunately for Zylstra, H-BC
has enough returning talent to
field a competitive team in 2017.

H-BC opens the year with a
13-athlete roster consisting of
seven seniors and six juniors.

The list includes three return-
ing starters, two all-conference
selections and three other ath-
letes who received at least some
match experience last fall.

“What I like about these girls
is they all get along very well,”
Zylstra said.

“We have talked about being
one big family, and I think this
group of girlshasreallyembraced
it. You can hear them supporting
and encouraging each other in
practice, and they all are willing
to work hard and get better”

As returning all-conference
selections, senior Avery Wysong
and junior Sidney Fick are ex-
pected to play key roles for the
2017 team.

The 5-9 Wysong played as a
left-side hitter and shared some
of the setting duties with Kolbrek
lastyear, butsheisexpected tobe
the No. 1 setter this season.

The 6-0 Fick is a middle hitter
who blocks well at the net and
registers kills in bundles.

Another player returning with
starting experience is senior Ol-
ivia Richards.

The 5-9 Richards is a left-side
hitter who emerged as a top-
notch attacker in 2016.

Seniors Kourtney Rozeboom,
Paige Tilstra and Megan Gehrke
gained some varsity playing time
last year and are expected to log
even more court time in 2017.

Tilstra is a 5-6 libero, Gehrke a
5-0left-side hitterand Rozeboom
a 6-1 middle hitter.

Add junior Grace Bundesen
(5-9 middle hitter) to the mix,

_aduniess =

Zylsrtra

and H-BC has a strong nucleus
in place.

“Having won the conference
last year has given these girls the
hungertosucceed againthisyear,
andIthinkwe canbecome avery
good team,” Zylstra said.

Other seniors who could
emerge as varsity contributors
this fall include Halle Hoekstra
(5-10 left-side hitter) and Grace
Holthaus (5-3 middle hitter).

Other potential contributors
includejuniors AlexiaBoltjes(5-3
right-side hitter), AmberBos (5-7
right-side hitter), Madison Spath
(5-5 middle hitter) and Bailey
Swan (5-10 left-side hitter).

Zylstra believes H-BC has the
athletic ability to compete this
fall, but she does have a concern
with how the athletes will react
to certain mental aspects of the
sport.

“Ourbiggestweakness —and I
have not seen it yet — is moving
on from all the things our seniors
gave us last year,” she said.

“These girls could always count
onwhatAvery, Jasmine and Ash-
ley did in the frontrow for us and
the smartsetting of Mekayla. Ijust
don’t know how these girls will
react when things get tough, but
I think we have holes last year’s
seniors left in our lineup filled
pretty well”

Zylstra believes in her players,
and she wants them to believe
in her as a first-year head coach.

Iftheyall get on the same page,
the coach believes the team can
meet its goals in 2017.

“I would like to aim high and
seeusputup another conference
championship bannerinthe gym
thisyear. Attheleast, Iwould like
to see us place as one of the top
three teams in our conference,’
she concluded.
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Ten seniors are members of the 2017 Luverne High School volleyball team. They are (from left) Hannah Ver Steeg, Zoey Sandbulte, Sierra Schmuck, Alexis Ferrell, Michaella Sandbulte,
Rachel Oftedahl, McKenna Westphal, Maddie Dinger and Pernille Kjorum. Missing is Gracie Bosch.

Cards to take direction from new coach

By John Rittenhouse

There is a new leader of the
Luverne High School volleyball
program in 2017.

Susan Bork, a 2002 graduate of
LHS, is Luverne’s first-year head
coach.

Bork replaces Stacie Busse-
Remme, who compiled a 30-
45-1 record over the past three
seasons.

Luverne’snewleaderdoeshave
past head coaching experience.

Bork served as H-BC’s vol-
leyball mentor the past three
seasons, posting a 48-29 overall
record andleadingthe Patriots to
aprogram-firstRed Rock Confer-
ence title last fall.

During the first few weeks of
preseason practice, Borkhashad
thechancetogettoknowhernew
personnel.

So far, Bork has liked what she
has witnessed.

“I'thinkwe have agood group of
girlswho are Willing toworkhard
and together,” she said.
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“My firstimpression was these
girls all are willing to learn, but a
lot of them have not seen court
time. So we basically have had to
restart teaching them the basics
and keep going from there.

Borkinherits ateam thatrelied
heavily on its seven seniors in
2016.

With the upperclassmen lead-
ing the way, LHS went 1-5 in Big
South Conference Western Divi-
sion play during the course of a
13-12 regular season.

LHS posted a 3-1 victory over
Martin County West to open the
South Section 3AA Tournament
before a 14-13 campaign came to
an end with a 3-0 loss to Jackson
County Central in the semifinals.

Six of Luverne’s seniors logged
an abundance of playing time
last fall.

Hailey Remme emerged as the
leader of the team and earned a
position on the All-BSC squad.

Ariel DeBeer, Kami Sawtelle,
Katie Kracht, Madison Crabtree

Jaycoximplement.com

and Hailey Franken played key
roles for the team during their
senior seasons, while Hanna
Honermanreceivedlimited play-
ing time.

For her part, Borkis more con-
cerned with the players on the
team this year than the athletes
who left the program last fall.

By preaching the basics to the
athletes, she believesitwill make
the Cardinals better volleyball
players.

“Once they learn the little
things about the sport, I think
theywill see success theyhaven'’t
seen before,” Bork said.

“The girls have grabbed a hold
ofwhatwe’re tryingtodoin prac-
tice really well. We had a scrim-
mage in Minneota and I think it
went well for us. They don’t have
alot of experience, but once they
get some I think they will show
progression and startgoinginthe
direction we all want go.”

Since she is unfamiliar with a
lot of the Cardinal players, Bork

is not in a position to say which
athletes will log a lot of playing
time this fall.

LHSdoeshaveanabundance of
players to build a 15-player team
out of for the postseason with 10
seniors, nine juniors and poten-
tially two sophomores vying for
court time.

Senior Alexis Ferrell brings the
most varsity experience to the
2017 team.

Ferrell, a 6-1 middle hitter, is
a top-notch attacker who was a
regular in Luverne’s player rota-
tion last season.

Seniors Sierra Schmuck, Ra-
chel Oftedahl and Hannah Ver
Steeggained some varsity experi-
ence in 2016.

The 5-7 Schmuck is expected
to be one of two setters Bork
plans to play a lot this fall, and
the 6-0 Oftedahl should help the
Cardinals in the front row as a
right-side hitter.

Cards/continued on page 7
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Six section competitors from the 2016 season return to the Luverne High School tennis program this fall. They are (from left) Samantha Pierce, Ainslie Robinson, Emilie Bartels, Riley
Severtson, Elise Jarchow and Carissa Cunningham. The Cardinals are coached by veteran LHS mentor Greg Antoine.

Tennis team seeks modest improvement on court

By John Rittenhouse

Luverne High School girls’ ten-
nis coach Greg Antoine is hoping
his 2017 team can take a small
step forward this fall.

After putting together a 7-9
campaign in 2016, Antoine is
seeking modest improvement
during a new season.

“Iwouldsaya.500recordwould
be a good season for us,” he said.

“Basically all we would need
to do is beat one of the teams
that beat us last year. Our goal is
to have a .500 record, but maybe
these kids will surprise me by the
end of the season.”

Luverne placed third in the
Big South Conference Western
Division with a 3-2 record last
season and bowed out of the
Section 3A Team Tournament
with a 7-0 loss to River Valley in

CASUAL ¢ FRESH  LOCAL

the quarterfinals.

Six of the 10 players who rep-
resented Luverne in postseason
play return to the court in 2017,
but LHS did bid farewell to five
seniors when the 2016 campaign
was complete.

“We basically lost our first and
third doubles teams,” Antoine
said.

“It’s nice to have all of our
singles players comingback. Los-
ing four starters is always tough,
but we’ve lost more seniors than
that before.”

Natasha Thone and Kayla Rud
formed Luverne’s No. 1 doubles
team in 2016 and performed
well enough to draw honorable
mention recognition from BSC
officials at the end of their senior
seasons

Sierra Wieneke and Shelbie
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Nath played at third doubles as
seniors, while classmate Marisol
Hartshorn was another member
of the program.

A total of 36 athletes are par-
ticipating in the program this
fall, but Antoine believes he can
form his varsity team out of the
three seniors, four juniors, six
sophomores and nine freshmen
listed on the roster.

“I think we’re going to be fine
in singles,” Antoine offered.

“We’re going to have a mad
scramble for our doubles posi-
tions. We’ll be young and largely
inexperiencedindoubles, sowe’ll
be doing alot of messing around
with ourlineup thisyear. We have
a lot of freshmen, sophomores
and juniors playing and I think a
lot of them can be pretty good.”

Antoine is comfortable with

the singles players he is plan-
ning to put on the court to start
the season.

Senior Samantha Pierce and
junior Carissa Cunningham
played at firstand second singles
respectively for LHS last year,
and both girls made the All-BSC
squad at season’s end.

Senior Joci Oye, who missed
the 2016 season due to a knee
injury, played singles for LHS as
a sophomore and could make a
push to play at second singles
in 2017.

Antoine said freshman Ainslie
Robinson is emerging as one of
the top prospects to play fourth
singles this fall.

Robinson played at second
doubles last year.

Nothing is set in terms of Lu-
verne’s doubles combinations

this season.

Antoine believes senior Emilie
Bartels, who played third singles
in the postseason in 2016, will
play at first doubles this fall.

With past varsity experience,
junior Riley Severtson and fresh-
man Elise Jarchow could figure
into the doubles mix as well.

Severtson played second dou-
bles with Robinson in the post-
season last year, while Jarchow
competed at fourth singles.

It remains to be seen which
other program members will
assume positions in the doubles
combinations in 2017.

Juniors Julia Ferguson and Bri-
anna Jonas could be in the mix,
but he said some sophomores
and freshmen have looked good

Seek/continued on page 7
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LHS senior Sierra Schmuck is expected to play an expanded role as a setter this fall.

Cards/continued from page 5

Ver Steegis a 5-6 left-side hitter
who has notbeen cleared to play
yet after sustaining a knee injury
during the basketball season.

Other seniors who could help
theteamatthenetin2017include
left-side hitters McKenna West-
phal (5-5), Michaella Sandbulte
(5-8), Maddie Dinger (5-10) and
exchange student Pernille Kjo-
rum (5-8), and right-side hitter
Zoey Sandbulte (5-0).

Senior Gracie Bosch is a 5-4
specialist in the back row.

Junior Greta Ahrendt, a 5-9
middlehitter, has captured Bork’s
attention in practice and could
gain her first varsity exposure
this fall.

Other juniors include setter
Jadyn Anderson (5-7), middle
hitters Mackenzie Petersen (5-

Bork

7), McCall Stegenga (5-7) and
Justyce Ripka (5-6), right-side
hitter Jenna Zewiske (5-6) and
left-side hitter Courtney Nath
(5-5).

The two sophomores listed on
the roster are potential varsity

contributors.

Tacey Baustian is a 5-6 setter,
while Mallory Thorson is a 5-8
left-side hitter.

As a former LHS player, Bork
knows the rigors of playing
againstteamsfrombiggerschools
on a consistent basis.

She knows beating top-tier
squads will not be easy, but that
will be the ultimate goal in the
future.

“Since we have a lot of inex-
perienced players, I think our
goal for the year is to learn the
game, learn how to have success
and work hard. We don’t have
a specific team goal right now.
We're just going to concentrate
on doing the little things so we
can find some successin games,’
Bork concluded.
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in practice as well.

Sophomores Mela Jar-
chow, Alexa Chesley, Han-
nah Ehlers and Kacie Kracht
havemadeapositiveimpres-
sion on the coach in the
preseason, ashave freshmen
LizKelm, Rozilyn Oye, Brynn
Thier, Solveig Tofteland and
Lauren Ver Steeg.

Sophomores Bailey An-
derson and Kynzie Hamann
and freshmen Rachel Den
Herderand Destiny Matthie-
sen are potential prospects
as well.

Antoine lists St. James
as the team to beat in the
BSC Western Division this
year, with Pipestone being
another contender.

St. James, Pipestone, Fair-
mont and River Valley are
theteamsthatcould contend
for the Section 3A title at
season’s end.

The Cardinals might by
hard-pressed to challenge
for a section title this fall, but
they could meet their goal of
advancingpastthe quarterfi-
nal round of the postseason

Luverne
Girls’ Tennis
TAug 19 Lac Qui Parle Valley H !
1Aug 23 St. James Aj
1Aug 25 Sioux Falls Lincoln  H |
TAug 26 Worthington Al
:Aug 28 Sleepy Eye H :
jAug 29 Fairmont H
1Sept 5 Blue Earth Area Al
'Sept 7 Marshall H!

Sept 12 Worthington H

|Sept 14 Pipestone H
ISept 19 St. James Area Al
ISept 21 Redwood Valley A :
15¢ept 26 BSC Match Ay
: 507-283-9171 :
[ =X  1-800-634-7701 |
1 Tgremst® wwwpapik.com |

tourney.

“Our goalis to playin St. Pe-
ter (where thefinal tworounds
ofthe section tournament are
played), but we’ll have to play
a pretty good match to get
there,” Antoine concluded.

Star Herald file photo

Senior Samantha Pierce returns as Luverne’s No. 1 singles player
to the Cardinal tennis team in 2017.
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John Rittenhouse photo/0831 tab Ihs football

Seven seniors are participating in the Luverne High School football program this fall. They are (from left) Pradana Arviano, Tyler Fick, Tucker QOeltjenbruns, Tyler Reisdorfer, Cade Ver Steeg
and Kasyn Kruse. Missing is Declan Beers. This is the smallest group of seniors in coach Todd Oye's tenure.

Small class of seniors raises concerns in 2017

By John Rittenhouse

Veteran Luverne High School
football coach Todd Oye finds
himselfin an unfamiliar position
heading into the 2017 season.

After years of leading teams
with 12 or more seniors into bat-
tle, Oye will field a squad thathas
six seniors on the roster, which
includes one foreign exchange
student.

Oye had an idea this might
be a situation he would face for
a couple of years now, but that
doesn’t change the reality of the
matter.

“It’s the combination of a
couple of things,” Oye said, when
summing up the situation.

“This particular senior class
never did have a lot of athletes
over the years. Another factor
is the trend of kids becoming
one-sportathletes. It'sbeen hap-
pening in many sports, and now
we're starting to see the effects of

1686 101st St.
Luverne, MN

specialization in football”

Thatwasn’tthe caselastseason,
when a squad led by 15 seniors
turned in a 6-4 record at LHS.

The Cardinals placed fourth in
the South Central District’s White
Division with a4-3record during
a 5-3 regular season.

LHS posted a42-20 win over St.
Peter to open the Section 3AAA
playoffs before ending the year
with a 20-6 loss to Fairmont in
the semifinals.

Five of Luverne’s seniors last
fall played as two-way starters.

Solomon Nielsen (fullback/
linebacker), Logan Stratton
(offensive line/defensive line),
Jeremiah Dooyema (tight end/
defensive end) and Chris Jelken
(offensive line/defensive line)
played key roles for the 2016
squad on both sides of the ball.

Stratton was named the Dis-
trict’s Offensive Lineman of the
Year atseason’send, Nielsen and

Luverne

Football

: Sept1  Maple River H :
15ept8  JCC Hjp
: Sept 15 Redwood Valley A :
1 Sept 22 Pipestone Hy
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Jelkenmade the All-Districtteam
and Dooyema drew honorable

mention at the District level.

Along with the two-way play-
ers, Andrew Reisch played as a
startingsafetyand Dylan Thorson
as an offensive lineman during
their senior seasons.

Other senior members of the
team last fall include Will Natte,
Matt Hup, Matt Schmuck, Jona-
than Diaz, Knute Oldre, Tanner
Wiese, Riley Baker and Damian
Reese.

“We had six two-way starters
and guys like Logan and Dylan
had been playing varsity ball for
us since they were sophomores,’
Oye said.

“We really took a hit on the of-
fensive line, where we lost four of
our six starters.”

Rebuilding the offensive line is
one of Oye’s top priorities head-
ing into the 2017 season.

LHS does have two starters
returning to the offensive front,
but the balance of the line lacks

varsity experience.

“Weareyoungonthelinewith-
out much varsity experience,”
Oye stated.

Returning as starters to the
front wall include senior Cade
Ver Steegand junior Matt Ziegler.

Ver Steegisa220-poundtackle,
while Ziegler is a 200-pound
center.

Complicating the situation
is the fact that Ziegler is being
hampered by a leg injury.

If Ziegler can'’t play, look for
sophomore Isaiah Bartels (185)
to take over the center position.

Three underclassmen are bat-
tling for the two guard positions.

Junior Eric Thorson (230) and
sophomores Cole Stoltenberg
(190) and Nathan Nekali (230)
are involved in the guard com-
petition.

Other potential tacklesinclude

Class/continued on page 9
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senior Tyler Fick (240) and junior
Max Skattum (250).

Charlie Reisch, a 165-pound
junior, isa potential replacement
for Dooyema at tight end.

Sophomore Matt Sehr (160) is
another candidate.

Anothersituationthatcouldin-
fluencethe offensive unitevolves
around junior Jake Haugen.

Haugen started at quarterback
every game last season, but he
basicallyshared timewith current
junior Ben Serie (175).

A pair of knee surgeries kept
Haugen off the wrestling matlate
last winter, and he is still experi-
encingsomeknee problems even
though he pitched some baseball
games this summer.

“Getting Jake on the field one
way or another would be a huge
plus for our team, but we don’t
know if it will happen. He is a
toughkid. Heis an old-fashioned
football player/athlete,” Oye said.

“Bendid getsomevarsity expe-
rience last year,” Oye continued.

“He throws the ball well. He
had some really good junior
varsity games early last year and
did a good job of handling our
passing game at varsity level late
last season.”

Luverne also has some experi-
ence at the tailback and fullback
positions.

Kasyn Kruse, a 180-pound se-
nior, is returning as the starting
tailback after making the All-
District squad as a junior.

Jed Dooyema, a 150-pound ju-
nior, isanother potential tailback.

Bothsenior DeclanBeers (185)
and junior Mark Sterrett (140)
received carries last fall and are
potential fullbacks in 2017.

Senior Tucker Oeltjenbruns
(170) returns as a starting wide
receiver, and classmate Tyler
Reisdorfer(170)also caughtsome
balls for LHS last season.

They are potential wide re-
ceivers again this season, as are
juniors Keegan Weston (135)
and Brayden Jacobsma (160) and
sophomore Colby Crabtree (160).

Depending on how things play
outwith Haugen, Crabtree could
be the team’s No. 2 quarterback.

“Position-wise, I think we are
fairly balanced across the board
on offense,” Oye said.

“We traditionally have been a
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Star Herld file photo

Luverne’s Kasyn Kruse, pictured during last season’s section semifinals in Fairmont, returns as a starting tailback in 2017.

running team in the past, but I
think we'll be trying to throw the
ball a little more with this group
of kids.”

Just like on offense, Luverne
lacks experience onthe defensive
line this year.

Ver Steeg returns as a starting
defensive end, but the balance of
the line is largely inexperienced.

Beers did play some downs as
adefensive tackle lastyear and is
expected to start at that position

in 2017.

Skattum, Thorson, Fick and
Nekaliare other potential tackles.

Payne Bonnett, a 180-pound
junior, is projected tobe astarting
defensive end.

Oye hopes Ziegler can assume
the starting middle linebacker
position again this season and
Haugen can play as an outside
linebacker.

If that don’t happen, Sterrett,
Reisch and Dooyema are other

potential linebackers.

Kruse and Reisdorfer bring
starting experience to the defen-
sive secondary.

Kruse is a cornerback, while
Reisdorfer plays safety.

Other potential cornerbacks
include Oeltjenbruns, junior
James Chanthalangsy (145) and
Jacobsma.

Serie and Crabtree are other
potential safeties.

“We have a quick group of kids

on defense,” Oye offered.

The coachlists Jackson County
Central and Redwood Valley as
being the teams to beat in the
District this season.

Fairmont, JCCandanimproved
Worthington squad are top con-
tenders in Section 3AAA.

“Our No. 1 goal this year is to
have fun,” Oye said.

“Wealsowouldliketofinish the
year with a .500 record and get to
the section championship game”
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By John Rittenhouse

The time has come for the
members of the Luverne High
School girls’ cross country pro-
gram to circle the wagons.

Luverne has enough returning
talentto challenge fora third con-
secutive Section 3A champion-
ship, butthe Cardinalshave some
obstaclesto overcomebefore that
can happen.

Not only does LHS have to
replace possibly the best runner
in program history in Madison
Schandelmeier, the Cards have
to do so with one of their smaller
rosters in recent years.

“Depth will be a crucial factor
for us this year,” said Cardinal
coach Pete Janiszeski, who is the
leader of a team that bid farewell
to six seniors from its 2016 roster.

Rock County Star Herald Fall Sports Preview 2017

“We have to keep everyone
healthy. I've always said we are
one injury away from being an
averageteam, and stayinghealthy
will be a key for us this year’
Janiszeski said.

Depth wasn’t an issue for LHS
last season, when the team led
by Schandelmeier and five other
seniors turned in an impressive
campaign.

The Cardinals won the Big
South Conference Small School
Division and Section 3A titles for
thesecond straightyear,and LHS
wentontoplacefourthatthestate
meet for the second consecutive
season.

Schandelmeier played key
rolesin Luverne’ssuccess bywin-
ning the conference and section
individual titles.

She also earned a position on
the all-state squad by turning
in a 12®-place finish at the state
classic.

Janiszeski knows Schandel-
meier was a special talent, but
he gives equal credit to her
classmates for the team'’s exploits
in 2016.

Zayna Hustoft, Tianna Dop-
penberg, Mariah Aukes, Bergin
Flom and Carly Serie may not
have been on the course for the
team championships, but they
made their presence known in
other ways.

“Ourseniorswere an awesome
group ofleaderslastyear,’ Janisz-
eski said.

“They were members of our
team for a long time and were
good representatives of the type

August 31,2017

John Rittenhouse photo/0831 tab Ihs girls cross country
Eight of the nine members of last season’s Section 3A squad return to the Luverne girls’ cross country team in 2017. They are (from left) Autumn Nath, Madison Reisdorfer, Tenley Nelson,
Gabrielle Ferrell, Brooklynn Ver Steeg, Claire Baustian, Cassie Flanagan and Regan Feit.

Cardinals need collective effort to replace leader

ofcharacterwewantour program
to be about”

Luverneopensthe2017season
with a 14-athlete roster consist-
ing of one senior, two juniors,
two sophomores, four freshmen,
two eighth-graders and three
seventh-graders.

The list includes six members
oflastyear’s state squad, two all-
conferencerunnersand tworun-
ners who earned all-conference
honorable mention honors.

“We do have a lot of experi-
ence,’ Janiszeski said.

“We have six of our top seven
and seven of our top nine run-
ners from last year coming back.
We're goingtoneed all ofthem to
improve because you just don’t

Effort/continued on page 13
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Effort/continued from page 12

replacearunnerlike Madi Schan-
delmeier with one individual. It
will take a team effort to do that.”

Luverne does have some top-
notch runners returning to the
fold.

Freshmen Regan Feit and Au-
tumn Nath and eighth-graders
Tenley Nelson and Brooklynn Ver
Steeg lead the list.

Feit, who placed second to
Schandelmeier during the sec-
tion meet, made the all-state
squad as an eighth-grader by
placing 23" in Northfield.

Nelson, anotherall-conference
performer last season, and Ver
Steeg, who drewhonorable men-
tion recognition, exceeded ex-
pectations as first-year members
of the program last year.

Nelson placed 10" in the sec-
tion field and 65™ at state, while
VerSteegplaced 11" atthesection
level and 79" at state.

Nath, another runner to draw
BSC honorable recognition, is
another key returnee after plac-
ing 28" at the section meet and
13204 at state.

Nath, however, is nursing
an injury sustained during the
springtrackseasonand probably
won’t be able to compete until
the middle of September at best.

Otherkeymembersofthe2016
team returning to the program
include junior Gabrielle Ferrell
and freshman Cassie Flanagan.

Ferrell, who placed 35% at the
section meet and 125" at state,
was hampered by injury most of
last season after being Luverne’s
second-ranked runner in 2015.

Flanagan has run well for LHS
the last two seasons and placed
19" at the section meet and 121+
at state in 2016.

“We had five girls finish in the
top 11 atthesection meet andfive
in the top 20 last year,” Janiszeski
said.

“If these girls continue to
improve and keep on working
hard, I think we can make a run
atwinning another section title.”

With Schandelmeier out of the
pictureand Nath sidelined to start
the season, LHS needs to fill two
positionsinitsvarsitylineup early
in the year.

Senior Megan Rogers is one
candidate, and so are junior
Madison Reisdorfer, sophomores
Claire Baustian and Madigan

Rock County Star Herald Fall Sports Preview 2017
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Flom and freshman Leslie Van
Engelenhoven.

Seventh-graders Elizabeth
Wagner, Tiana Lais and Grace
Ingrebretson are other members
of the team.

Janiszeski lists Lac qui Parle
Valley, Canby and Pipestone as
teams LHS needs to slip past in
order to capture a third section
title this season.

“There are some good teams
out there and I'm sure there will
be a couple more that really im-
prove this year,” he said.

“We can’t worry about that.
We'rejustworried abouttherun-
nerswe havewearingthered and
white. We'lljusttry to do our best,
improve each week and see what
happensattheend oftheseason.”

Depth will not be an issue for
the LHS boys in 2017.

With a 24-athlete roster con-
sisting of one senior, seven
juniors, three sophomores, two
freshmen, five eighth-graders
and sixseventh-graders, LHS has
a deep talent pool.

“Ifitisn’tourbiggestboys’ team
we've had, its right up there,”
Janiszeski said.

“It’s nice to have a big group
of younger boys on the team. If
they stay together and stick with
it, they’ll have a chance to be a
pretty good team when they are
juniors and seniors. That’s usu-
allythe way cross countryworks.”

Luverne is coming off a solid
2016 season that featured a fifth-
place finish at the conference
meet and an eighth-place effort
at the section event.

Luverne did lose one senior
from the 2016 roster in Carter
Riphagen, buthe wasn’ta mem-
ber of the seven-runner squad
that competed in the section
meet.

“Wehave alot ofkidswho have
been around a while,” Janiszeski
said.

“Now that they are getting
older and more experienced, I'm
hoping we can take the next step
forward and become a top-five
team in our section this year””

Five of the seven runners who
ranatthesectionmeetin2016are
upperclassmen this fall.

Michael Rahm is the team'’s
lone senior, while Dalton DeSol-
lar, Austin Winter, Hunter Ha-
mann and Shane Berning are

Sta eaI photo
Cassie Flanagan is one of six Luverne athletes who ran at the state meet in Northfield last November returning
to the girls’ cross country team in 2017.

year’s conference meet, DeSollar
and Winterhavetobe considered
Luverne’s top returnees.

proven juniors. DeSollar placed 15" at the sec-
Asrunnerswho earned honor-

able mention recognition at last Effort/continued on page 14
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Effort/continued from page 13

tion meet, while Winter placed
25%,

Berning and Hunter Hamann
made contributions to Luverne’s
team tally at the section meet by
finishing 41 and 59™ respec-
tively.

Rahm didn’t contribute to Lu-
verne’s team score after placing
78™ at the section meet, but Seno
Chanthalangsy did.

Chanthalangsy, a freshman,
turned in Luverne’s fifth-best
effort at the section event by
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John Rittenhouse photo/0831 tab Ihs boys cross country
Eight runners and alternates from last year’s section squad return to the Luverne boys’ cross country team in 2017. They are (from left) Michael Rahm, Brayden Tofteland, Jackson Golla,
Seno Chanthalangsy, Dalton DeSollar and Hunter Hamann. Missing are Austin Winter and Shane Berning.

placing 73.

Sophomore Brayden Tofteland
also ran at the section meet last
fall, finishing 89 overall.

Tofteland, however, emerged
as one of Luverne’s top distance
runners during the track season
last spring and Janiszeski be-
lieves he could emerge as one
of the cross country team’s best
performers in 2017.

“I could see Brayden becom-
ing our No. 2 runner this year,’
Janiszeski said.

“Daltonwill be the guyin front,
but we're going to need two or
three other guys to get closer to
him in order to improve team-
wise. If we are going to be a top-
five team at the section meet, will
havetodoitbyrunningasapack.
Thatmeans everyone willhave to
improve and stay close to their
teammates in front of them.”

Five other upper classmen
participating in the program this
fallincludejuniorsJackson Golla,
Tim Brown and Abraham Her-

nandez, and sophomores Jonah
Friedrichsen and Nick Rogers.

JohnMillerisafreshman, while
Ethan Rahm, Sam Emery, Alex
Baumberger, Griffin Jarchow
and Burke Johnson are eighth-
graders.

Seventh-graders Brady Bork,
Carson Tofteland, Camden
Janiszeski, Henry Ramstorf, Cam-
den Hoven and Ashton Eitreim
are first-year program members.

Coach Janiszeski lists LQPV to
be the team to beat in the section

this season, with Windom, Mur-
ray County Centraland Redwood
Valleybeingpossible contenders.

If the Cardinal runners focus
their attention on improving
throughout the season, LHS
could emerge as a surprise team
in 2017.

“Inordertoimprove, we have to
put in our time and work. Hope-
fully that will pay off for us at the
end of the season,” Janiszeski
concluded.
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John Rittenhouse photo/0817 tab ahs vb

Six seniors are the leaders of the 2017 Adrian High School volleyball team. They are (from left) Lexi Slater, Alexia Kemper, Paige Bullerman, Taylor Loosbrock, Paige Tweet and Rylie Hoke-
ness. After turning in a four-win season in 2016, the Dragons are shooting for a .500 campaign this fall.

Expectations rise for Adrian volleyballl team

By John Rittenhouse
The Adrian High School vol-
leyball team is approaching the
2017 season with optimism.
With a battle-tested roster

Adrian did lose three seniors

twinsBrianaand Brittney Loonan
logged playing time as defensive
specialists.

Allthree oflastseason’sseniors
received praise from Rekerforthe

alsoworktogetherwell asateam.

Adrian

Volleyball

www.papik.com |

1-90 Luverne. MN

roles for the team in the past and
will do so again in 2017.
Sophomore Kasie Tweet, a 5-6
outside hitter/setter, impressed
area coaches well enough last

hitter for the Dragons.

Kemper is a 5-5 defensive
specialist.

Hokeness(5-8) and Tweet (5-7)
are outside hitters.

“What I like about this group

to continue to work together,

featuring six returning starters way they approached the sport. I Aug25 Hendricks H I fall to earn a spoton the All-RRC  of girls is how they play well to-
and three other athletes with past “They all had positive atti- 1 Aug29 H-BC Al roster. gether,” Reker said.
varsity experience, expectations tude;," she Salild. . 1 Aug31 Martin Luther-GHEC ~ H : Junior Miah Kunkel, a 5-9 “They know where everyone
are high at AHS this fall. “They really supported the middle hitter, led the Dragonsin elseiswhentheyare onthe court.

“Weg have a lot of experienced team and their teammates and 1 zzp:; IV—IV\]i/C(:} Tournament i I Kkillslastseasonand drew%lonor— They are team 3[,)layers. and they
players and we hope to have a they had great work ethics.” . : P ) : able mention from the league’s areverysupportiveofeachother”
strong team with all the girls .Althoug‘h last season"s seniors " Sept 11 Sibley-Ocheyedan A " coaches. Reker lists Hills-Beaver Creek
we have returning,” said Adrian ~ will be missed, Reker is excited  © Sept 14 WWG A ; Junior Avery Balster, a 5-7 and Southwest Christian as the
coach Briana Reker. aboutAdrian’s prospectsin2017. 1 Sept 19 Red Rock Central H " middle hitter, played as a starter  teams to beat in the conference

“We have high hopes. Our goal The coach plans to open the § Sept 21 Heron Lake-Okabena Ay for the 2016 Dragons as well. and at the sub-section level this
o v s winning ensonand sewson b e persaiad s g ) Tesseosonterserye fll

think we are going to make it  cc g ) j Loct3  Southwest Christian A 1 €Xpected to provide leadership the Dragons continue to prog-
happen. niors and one sophomore. I  and play key roles for the team ress and develop as expected,

Anabove .500seasonwould be All nine of the players logged | Oct5  Fulda H | in2017. they could have asayin whowins
a huge improvement for a team  court time in 2016, and the list | Oct6  SMSU Tournament A Seniors Lexi Slater, Paige Bull-  theteam championshipsin2017.
that went 4-15 in 2016. includes one All-RRC performer | Oct 10 Mountain Lake H) erman and Taylor Loosbrock “I would say the key to our

The Dragons went 2-8 in Red and one honorable mention se- | o |2 Edgerton A1 Treturn as starters from the 2016  season is to improve our mental
Rock Cor;ferznlc: play 1during the le%t‘i/\c;llll ftr(I)rlr} klast lfall.t " . 10ct16 MCC Al calrgnliiaign. al gan‘}\e;,” Rekgr offle<red. .
course of a 4-14 regular season at I like about these girls 1 ullerman is a 5-10 middle “We need to keep our confi-
last fall, which was followed bya is they have learned how to play j Oct17  Luveme H | hitter, whileSlaterisa5-8outside ~ denceandourconsistencyduring
3-2loss to Heron Lake-Okabena  smart volleyball,” Reker said. I 1 hitter. matches. We basically just need
inthe openinground ofthe South “They are learning the game | , 507-283-9171 | The5-8Loosbrockwilldosome  to make good plays more often.
Section 3A Tournament. and the strategy behind it. They | J =! 1-800-634-7701 | setting and play as a right-side Other than that, we just need

1 (B I R e
5]

from its 2016 roster.

Hitter Jackie Hokeness was a
starterbeforeakneeinjuryended
her final campaign early, while

They realize the team is more
important than individuals, and
I'mreallyhappytheyacceptthat”

Although the top end oftheros-

ter is loaded with seniors, three
underclassmen have played key

Seniors Alexia Kemper, Paige
Tweet and Rylie Hokeness made
contributions to the teamlastfall
and will do so again in 2017.

support each other and keep on
getting better throughout the
season.”
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New era of football beglns at AHS in 2017

By John Rittenhouse

The 2017 fall sports season
brings a changing of the guard
within the Adrian High School
football program.

After posting a 236-104 record
in 32 years of service starting in
1985, Randy Strand resigned as
head coach of the Dragons last
spring.

Replacing Strand is Randy
Schettler, who coached 10 years
of junior high football in Adrian
before serving as a varsity assis-
tant the past five seasons.

Schettler inherits a team that
lost 12 seniors at the end of a
successful 2016 season.

The Dragons placed third in
Southwest District West Sub-
District with a 4-3 record during
the courseofa5-3regularseason.

Adrian opened the Section 3A
Playoffs with consecutive wins
over Springfield (44-6) and Sleepy
Eye St. Mary’s (20-0) to reach the
title game for the 10™ straight
season,wherethe Dragonsfell27-
26 in overtime to Murray County
Central to end a 7-4 campaign.

AHS received on-field contri-
butions from 10 of the 12 seniors
on the roster last year.

ZachBierman (offensiveguard/
outside linebacker), Zach Loos-
brock (offensive guard defensive
end), Frank Serrao (tailback/
defensive back) and Mitchell
Wagner (offensive tackle/defen-
sive tackle) made the All-District
teamatseason’send, while Dylan
Gyberg (fullback/middle line-
backer)drewhonorable mention
recognition.

Alex Loosbrock (quarterback/
wide receiver/defensive back)
and Zach Hendel (widereceiver/
defensive back) played as two-
way starters during their senior
seasons as well.

Tristian White drewsome starts
in the defensive secondary in
2016, while Mitchell Lonneman
was the team’s long snapper and
filled in on both lines during his
final year in the program.

Evan Swank and Dylan Werk-
man received some playing time
as well last fall.

“We lost a lot of good seniors,
but always do a nice job of rotat-
ingplayersinand outofthe game
so we do have some experience
coming back,” Schettler said.

John Rittenhouse photo/0831 tab ahs football

Seven seniors are member of the Adrian High School football team, which will be led into battle by first-year head coach Randy Schettler in 2017.
They are (from left) Chance Turner, Ryan Wieneke, Skylar Polzine, (back) Brendyn White, Michael Preuss, Landon Rogers and Nick Harder. Schettler
served as an AHS varsity assistant since 2012.

Adrian has four returning
starters and some other players
who logged some playing time
in 2016 returning to the offensive
unit this fall.

Skylar Polzine, a280-pound se-
nioy, returns asthe starting center.

Lance Luettel, a 250-pound
sophomore, played as a starting
offensive tackle as a freshman.

Luettel and Polzine are the
anchors ofabigand physicalline
that should be one of the team’s
greatest strengths in 2017.

Skylar Dingmann, a190-pound
junior, is projected to start as an
offensive guard.

Senior Chance Turner (175)
and junior Tucker Wieneke

(245) are battling for the starting
nod at the other offensive guard
position.

Scot Edwards, a 255-pound
sophomore, will start as an of-
fensive tackle as well.

“I like our size on the line,”
Schettler said.

“We average about230 pounds
per person on the line, which is
pretty big for Class A football.
I also like our experience on
the line. We have two returning
starters and three other guyswho
played for us last year”

AHS alsoreturns some starters
in the offensive backfield.

Nick Harder, a 200-pound
fullback, started as a wing back

in2015and drewhonorable men-
tionrecognition from the district
coaches.
RyanWieneke,a6-5,175-pound
senior also opened the 2016 sea-
son as the starting quarterback.
An injury two games into the
season sidelined Wieneke until
the playoffs, when he reassumed
the starting quarterback respon-
sibilities.
The balance of Adrian’s offen-
sive unit lacks experience.
Senior Landon Rogers (180),
Dakota John (150) and sopho-
more Brandon Schnoor (190) are
expectedtoseeactionastailbacks

Era/continued on page 18
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Five runners who competed at the Section 3A meet last fall return to the Adrian High School girls’ cross country team in 2017. They are (from left) Halle Heitkamp, Gracia Elias, Annika
Elias, Hiltyn Heitkamp and Moriah Bullerman.

Dragon running squads face different situations

By John Rittenhouse

The Adrian High School cross
country squads face different
situations heading into the 2017
season.

The Dragongirlshave thenum-
bers to compete as a complete
varsity team this fall.

Unfortunately the AHS boys
do not.

With a total of 10 runners and
twomanagers participatinginthe
AHS girls’ program, the Dragons
arenotexactlyloaded with depth.

The girls, however, will feature
an experienced squad as five of
thesevenrunnerswho competed
attheSection3Ameetlastseason
are returning to the ranks.

Alongwith managers Madison

Leopold (junior) and Morgan
Penning (sophomore), Adrian
opens the season with a roster
consisting of one senior, one
junior, three sophomores, two
freshmen and three eighth-
graders.

The list features five returning
letter winners and one All-Red
Rock Conference performer.

Adrian did lose one senior
member of the program in Ka-
hilee Nelson last year as well as
two underclassmen (Jasmine
Kohorst and Karis Barr).

Kohorst opted not to partici-
pate in cross country this year,
while Barr moved away from
Adrian.

Sophomore Moriah Bullerman

is the leader of a girls’ squad that
placed fourthinthe RRCand 16™
at the section meet in 2016.

Bullerman turned in Adrian’s
top effort by placing 21* at the
section meet and made the all-
conference meet last fall.

“I think Moriah will be chal-
lengingforastate positionagain,”’
said Erick Kiers, Adrian’s head
coach.

Along with Bullerman, junior
Halle Heitkamp, sophomore
Annika Elias, freshman Gracia
Elias and eighth-grader Hiltyn
Heitkamp represented Adrian at
the section meet in 2016.

Gracia Elias turned in the
second-best effort at the section
event by placing 85®.

Halleand Hiltyn Heitkamp fin-
ished 95" and 100™ respectively,
while Annika Elias finished 130%.

At this point, Kiers has a pretty
good idea who will be the team’s
top four runners this fall.

After the top four runners, he
is unsure who will step up to fill
out the varsity lineup.

“Along with Moriah, I see Gra-
cia, Hiltyn and Halle filling in
the top four spots in our lineup,”
Kiers said.

“Itwillbeinterestingtoseewho
our fifth runner will be”

Annika Elias is one of the
contenders to be Adrian’s fifth
runner, as is senior Courtney

Face/continued on page 18
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Penning.

SophomoreKaitlin Nelson and
Alysha Wieneke are first-year
program members who could
push for varsity positions.

Eighth-graders AbbeyLeopold
and Ashlee Christians are varsity
prospects as well.

“It will be fun to see who be-
comes our fifth runner,” Kiers
said.

“Will it be Annika or Courtney,
or will it be one of our new run-
ners.Idoknowourgirlshavehigh
aspirations for the season. One
of their goals is to break into the
top 10 teams at the section meet.

The Adrian boys will need
additional help to form a varsity
team this fall.

With four runners attending
the preseason practice sessions,
the Dragonsare onerunnershort
of being able to field a complete
team.

“Wemayneed tocompeteasan
incomplete team again thisyear,’
said Kiers, who experienced the
same fate in 2016.

Adrianmaylacknumbers over-
all, butthe Dragons dohavethree
boys returning to the team with
past varsity experience.

Leadingthe listis senior Brady
Henning, an all-conference per-
former who placed 22" at the
section meet as a junior.

“Brady showed he is worthy of
being in state-qualifying discus-
sions last year,” Kiers said.

Christian Weidert and Caleb
Hornstein are experienced run-

Era/continued from

this year.

Seniors Michael Preuss (150)
and Brendyn White (145) are
expected to start as wide receiv-
ers, while sophomore Ian Stamer
(125) is expected to play as a
receiver as well.

Devin Frodermann, a
160-pound junior, is expected to
take over the tight end position.

“We're going to be a running
team offensively,” Schettler said.

“We'rebigup frontandwehave
multiple guys who can carry the
ballinthebackfield. Wieneke can
throw the ball, butwe’llbe arun,
run, passand puntteam thattries
to avoid the last two scenarios.”

The bigger guys forming Adri-
an’s five-man front will be the
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Three athletes with past section experience return to the Adrian boys’ cross country team in 2017. They are (from left) Caleb Hornstein, Brady Henning
and Christian Weidert. With four team members, AHS has to compete as an incomplete team.

ners as well.

Weidert placed 86" and Horn-
stein 106™ at the section level
last fall.

“Christianhasbeenkeepingup
with Brady so far this year, which
is promising,” Kiers said.

“It will be interesting to see if

Caleb will grow into the type of
runner Christian was for us last
year”

Rounding out the roster is

eighth-grader William White-
McEliece, a first-year member of
the program.

page 16

backbone of the defensive unit
in 2015.

Rogersisbackasastartingnose
tackle, while Leuttel returns as a
starting defensive tackle.

Harder started as a linebacker
early last season, but he moved
to the defensive line as the year
progressed and is expected to be
a starting defensive end this fall.

Polzinewill startas a defensive
tackle, while Turner could see
some playing time as a defensive
end.

“Ilike our front five on defense
because they are big. We have
good size on the defensive line,”
Schettler said.

With the exception ofJohn, who
returns as a starting outside line-

Schettler l

backer, Adrian lacks experience
behind the defensive linemen.

Edwards is projected to start at
middlelinebacker, while Schnoor
is another outside linebacker.

Brendyn White and Trace
Kremin, a 140-pound junior, are
first-year starting cornerbacks.

Preussand Wienekeare expect-
ed to share the safety position.

“We don’t have a lot of experi-
ence at linebacker, and we have
a completely fresh secondary,’
Schettler stated.

“All of those kids are working
hard trying to do what they need
to do to be successful at those
positions.”

Schettler lists Wabasso, Min-
neota and Dawson-Boyd as the
teams to beat at the district level
in 2017.

Wabasso and MCC are his
picks to be top contenders in
Section 3A.

If AHS remains healthy on
the line and the inexperienced
players progress as expected, the
Dragons could meet their No. 1
goal this fall.

“I would like to see us play in
the section finals again this year.
Whether we can make it there
again, I just don’t know yet,
Schettler said.

“What we need to do is play
together as a team. It can’t be
about one guy. It has to be about
accepting roles and playing to-
gether as a team.”
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Panthers
hope to
rebound
from
winless
season

By John Rittenhouse

With a rough 2016 campaign
in her rearview mirror, Ellsworth
second-yearvolleyball coachJes-
sica Albrechtislooking for better
results this fall.

Now that Albrecht has more
knowledge abouther playersand
the type of competition Ellsworth
is up against in southwest Min-
nesota, the optimistic mentor
believes good things can happen
for the Panthers in 2017.

“Knowing my players and feel-
ing more comfortable with them
will help,” Albrecht said.

“I can already see some im-
provement over where we were
last year, so I'm pretty excited
about this year”

The 2016 campaign was a chal-

Rebound/continued on page 20
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EHS fall athletics

Eight Ellsworth High School boys are
participating in fall activities in different
venues. Five athletes are members of the
Ellsworth High School cross country pro-
gram, while three others are members of
the Edgerton-Ellsworth football program.
Ethan Van Briesen, the head coach of the
cross country squad, is proud to have five
athletes competing this fall after having
two program members during the initial
season in 2016. The coach says Ellsworth
will participate in junior varsity races early
inthe season and could enter varsity races
by the end of the campaign. In the photo
above are program members (from left)
Sean Boltjes, Micah Onken, Carter Boy-
enga, Linkin Bossert and Kade Boltjes.
The Panthers have meets scheduled at
Sibley-Ocheyedan (Sept. 5), Tracy (Sept.
7), West Lyon (Sept. 11), Windom (Sept.
18), George-Little Rock-Central Lyon (Oct.
5), Adrian (Oct. 10), the Red Rock Confer-
ence meet in Mountain Lake (Oct. 16) and

Photo courtesy Dean Wieck

the Section 3A meet in Madison (Oct. 26). The E-E football team, which captured the Section 3 Nine-Man Championship in 2016, attempts to defend
the title with three Ellsworth athletes on the roster. In the picture on the right are (from left) senior Zach Buntjer, sophomore Robby Armstrong and
freshman Simon Boyenga. Buntjer is an offensive lineman/defensive lineman, Armstrong a wing back/cornerback and Boyenga a fullback/linebacker.
E-E plays home games against Red Rock Central (Aug. 31), Mountain Lake Area (Sept. 15), Heron Lake-Okabena (Sept. 22) and Russell-Tyler-Ruthton
(Oct. 13). The team’s road slate includes games against Renville County West (Sept. 8), Westbrook-Walnut Grove (Sept. 29), Hills-Beaver Creek (Oct.

6) and MAGCRAY (Oct. 18).

HAWLING DAG

SALAAGN

507-449-0454

Meulebroeck, Taubert & Co., PLLP

Certified Public Accountants
P.O. Box 685, 109 S. Freeman, Luverne, MN 56156
P.0. Box 707, 216 E. Main, Pipestone, MN 56164

EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARERS WITH
OFFICES IN PIPESTONE, LUVERNE,
RUSSELL, TYLER, AND LAKE WILSON

« Tax planning & preparation * Electronic tax filing available
* Agri-plan - pretax medical deductions
* Accounting, Payroll & Bookkeeping services

HEIDEBRINK & ASSOCIATES

FARM - HOME - BUSINESS - LONG TERM CARE
AUTO-CROP - LIFE-HEALTH

224 E Main St, Luverne, MN 56156 Phone 507-283-4085 * heidebrinkinsurance.com




Page 20

Rock County Star Herald Fall Sports Preview 2017

August 31,2017

John Rittenhouse photo/0831 tab ehs vb

Four seniors are members of the Ellsworth High School volleyball program. They are (from left) McKenna Hinrichs, Kristi Kooiker, Madyson Domeyer and Devin Dreesen.

Rebound/continued from page 19

lenging season for everyone
involved.

Ellsworth went through a
27-match slate without produc-
ing a victory, which includes
a 0-10 mark in the Red Rock
Conference.

The season ended with a 3-0
loss to Red Rock Central in the
opening round of the South
Section 3A Tournament, which
marked theend ofthe playingca-
reers of seniors Hannah Kramer
and Hailee Nolte.

Kramer, who drew honorable
mention honors, and Nolte
played as starters for the 2016
squad.

EHS may not have won a
match last year, but the effort
always was there largely due to
the senior leaders.

“They were very good role
models,” Albrecht said.

“Hannah kept everyone calm

and wasagoodleader everyone
looked up to. Hailee was the one
who got everyone excited. She
always was a good encourager
for everyone on the team.”

One factor already working in
Ellsworth’s favor in 2017 is the
Panthers have twice as many
seniors on the preseason roster.

Two oftheupperclassmendid
not play volleyball last season,
but the other two were regulars
in the starting lineup.

“I'm really excited to see how
our seniors play this year,” Al-
brecht said.

“Two ofthem did not playlast
year so I don’t know a lot about
them. Hopefully they’ll bring
something good to the team.”

Devin Dreesen and Mady-
son Domeyer did play for EHS
in 2016, and their experience
makes them team leaders this
fall.

Dreesenis a 5-7 middle hitter
and Domeyer a 5-7 right-side
hitter.

“Devinalwayshasbeenagood
leader. Madysonisalevel-head-
edperson. Alloftheyounger girls
look up to both of them.

McKenna Hinrichs and Kristi
Kooiker are seniors who didn’t
participate in the program in
2016.

The 5-5 Hinrichs has the po-
tential to be a specialist in the
back row.

The 5-5 Kooiker may con-
tribute as a middle hitter or a
left-side hitter.

Along with the seniors, Ells-
worth returns two players who
gained starting assignments
during the course of the 2016
season and four other athletes
whoreceivedvarsity experience.

Juniors Sierra Smith and
Grace Mulder return to the fold

as starters from 2016.

Smith is a 5-8 middle hitter,
while Mulder is a 5-4 setter.

Junior Lizzie Chapa and
sophomores Morgan Dreesen,
Ashlyn Meester and Kallie
Chapa bring more experience
to the team.

Lizzie Chapa is a 5-6 libero.

Dreesenisab5-4setter, Meester
a 5-6 left-side hitter and Kallie
Chapa a 5-6 middle hitter.

Add the six underclassmen
into the mix with the four se-
niors, and EHS has its nucleus
in place.

“I think this can be a pretty
good year for us,” Albrecht said.

“I know the girls have been
playing a lot of volleyball over
the summer. I know they have
skills, we just have to get them
to increase their skills.”

Rounding out the roster are
sophomores Kaitlyn Carlson

and Mady Bixby and freshman
Kandra DeBeer.

Carlson and DeBeer are 5-7
middle hitters, while Bixby is a
5-3 specialist in the back row.

AccordingtoAlbrecht, EHShas
achancetoimprove dramatically
this year if the players make a
commitment to make it happen.

“The most important thing we
need is dedication to the sport.
If the girls push themselves to
better themselves and the team,
our skill level should increase,”
she said.

The coach lists Hills-Beaver
Creek and RRC as the teams to
beat in the sub-section and the
conference this fall, but knock-
ing off the area powers is not
Ellsworth’s main objective.

“Our biggest goals this year
are to have some fun playing
volleyball and win a few games,”
Albrecht concluded.
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