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Searching for more pleasing outdoor landscaping?

Local contractor
incorporates
artistic flair into
outdoor home
improvements

When Twila Walker
and her husband,
Tom, added a sliding glass
door and wooden deck to
the south side of their home
in rural Luverne, they were
looking for something to tie
the deck and the landscape
together.

That something turned
out to be a poured concrete
pad with a twist.

Assisting with its comple-
tion was Dan Hamann Con-
struction, who was experi-

Mavis Fodness photo/0416 Home and Garden Concrete
Stamped concrete is able to mock the chisel marks and give the appearance of individual slate bricks.
A coloring agent was also added to the concrete, giving it the dark gray look of slate.

menting with the technique
five years ago.

Dan Hamann’s initial
project has stood the test of
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... I'ry stamped concrete for creative living spaces

Mavis Fodness photo/0416 Home and Garden Concrete
Twila Walker says she enjoys her stamped concrete patio that
provides a safe and eye-appealing pad for her and her family to
enjoy the hot tub and portable fire pit.

(1BET IM THE ONLY GUY IN THE WORLD - WHO Want to save

COULD BUY A SPORT OUTFIT WITH TWO PAIR OF

PANTS AND THEN - BURN A HOLE IN THE JACKET. money on your
water softener?
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time, and it’s an element that the Walkers enjoy.

“It adds a little more character while sitting on the patio,” Twila
said.

The stamped concrete pad also provides a hassle-free and slip-
free surface for the hot tub and portable fire pit.

Because it is a solid cement pad, no weeds penetrate to the
patio’s surface. And with just the look of individual bricks, there is no
maintenance of adding material between the joints to prevent gaps
from forming.

The stamped concrete’s slate-stone pattern gives the appear-
ance of chiseled stone with bumps and ridges providing a non-slick
surface from the deck to the hot tub.

Besides a rough surface, coloring agents were added to the con-
crete’s surface and the Walkers’ chosen dark gray coloring accents the
bumps and ridges created by the stamping. The tinted concrete also
lessens the brightness of the concrete during sunny days.

Crushed red rock was added around the stamped concrete pad
to add a color contrast and tie the patio into the lawn in an eye-pleas-
ing manner.

“It makes it look more homey,” Twila said, “instead of just con-
crete.”

Hamann said creating a stamped concrete surface is a lot of
work, from moving the patterned stamp around the concrete to cre-
ate the impression, to adding color, to placing the sealcoat.

“It’s kind of back-breaking work,” he said.

And stamped concrete is more expensive because of the labor

involved.
However, Hamann said he has done smaller projects such as
landscape accents between stone outdoor pillars or as a solution for
small areas that receive a lot of foot traffic. Each project provided an PhOtOS. and text
interesting landscape design that pleased the homeowners. by Mavis Fodness

Are You Considering A New

Home in the Near Future?

Country Lumber has been building
Quality Homes over 35 years!

Stop in so we

can show you

what we have
to offer

We Offer:

e Indoor Facility so
weather is never a
factor!

¢ All homes are state-
inspected to meet
code.

e Andersen windows.

e Steel entry doors,
cabinets and paints.

e Whether you want
to build or remodel,
Country Lumber would
like to assist you!

¢ Bring in your plan or
see ours.

Box 247 « Leota, MN

Country

Lumber 507'442'4821
Call Randy or Harlan
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“The garden
is here for your
enjoyment,
so please be
respectful of your
neighbors and
the resources
available to you.”

— Guidelines for
gardening, City of
Luverne website

Home, Lawn & Garden 2015

It takes a village

Community gardens do best when all gardeners work together

he Luverne Economic

Development Authority
has alink on its website through
cityofluverne.org that provides
details about community gar-
dening.

“The garden is here for

your enjoyment, so please be
respectful of your neighbors
and the resources available to

you,” it states.

The guidelines described

below govern the garden and
are enforced by the Community
Garden Committee.

Plot rental fees ($15) must
be paid by all gardeners. Costs
covered by the fee include, but
are not limited to, water usage,
tilling, fencing, hose, garden
shed, tools, etc.

Basic gardening tools will
be supplied and secured in the
garden shed located near the

animal impound. The shed will
be secured with a combination
lock.

You are free to use these
tools on the honor system at
the community garden. Please
promptly return tools to the
storage area when you are
through using them so that
other gardeners may enjoy the
convenience and benefit of
these tools as well. You are free

WHEN IN
DOUBT -
throw it out!

NO Plastic Bags
(including shopping bags, black

KEEP ALL

NO Medicine Bottles
NO Egg Cartons

(juice cartons)

L. NO Broken Glass
NO Styrofoam
NO Aluminum Foil
NO Pie Tins

garbage bags & softener salt bags)

NO BAGGED
RECYCLABLES

RECYCLABLES LOOSE.

NO Wax/paper Cartons

RECYCLING

V/,

(o )
)

cceptable Items
~ /Rinse/Clean

before putting
container

Plastic Bottles,

ALL colors, rinse/clean

Mixed Paper
including junk mail, phone
books, magazines

Newspaper
including inserts

cardboard &
Paperboard

No plastic

liners

break down &

cut into 24”x 24”

or less to fit into container

ROCK COUNTY
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to store additional tools and
supplies in the shed at your
own risk.

Plots must be maintained
and kept in useful condition
throughout the growing season.
The garden coordinator will
periodically inspect the gardens
and impartially decide which
ones need attention. Those
who neglect their garden or let
it become overrun with weeds
will be notified.

If the plotis not kept in
useful condition or maintained,
the plot will be returned to the
community garden organizers
for other members' use and the
gardener will be ineligible for a
plot the following year.

Walkways and paths must
be kept clear, level, and free of
all obstructions. Carpet pieces
are allowed on the walkways.

Non-organic fertilizers,
pesticides or herbicides are
NOT to be used within the de-
veloped community garden.

Compost soil, manure, etc.
are permitted.

Water usage will be record-
ed by a water meter. Water-
ing should be done on an “as
needed” basis and only allowed
during low water evaporative
times (evening and morning).
Water usage must be monitored
- do not leave a sprinkler on.
Additional water charges will be
divisible by all members.

If a gardener expects an
extended absence, proper ar-
rangements must be made to
have plot tended to.

Pets are not allowed within
the fenced-in area of the gar-
den.

Please comply with the city
ordinance by keeping your pet
on a leash and cleaning up after
your animal.

Garden waste, spent crops,
and any other debris is to be re-
moved or composted at season
end - end of second week in
October.

Structures and supports for
planting are to be removed at
the season's end, which is the
end of second week in October.

Please make sure the water
hydrant is turned OFF (not
just the hose nozzle) and the
tools are securely LOCKED in
the shed when you leave the
garden, regardless of the time
of day.

Plot rental fees for return-
ing gardeners are due by Janu-
ary 31.

Returning gardeners will
have the right to reserve their
same plot for the following year
at the end of each gardening
season.

New gardeners' plot rental
fees are due by Feb 28.

If there are any questions,
concerns, or problems associ-
ated with the garden, please
contact:

Lynette Jauert: ljauert@
knology.net or 507-283-8539

Holly Sammons: hsam-

mons@cityofluverne.org or
507-449-5033



Page 5

Home, Lawn & Garden 2015

April 23, 2015

Have a green thumb? Short on yard space?
Community gardens offer new possibilities

By Lori Sorenson

Forty-eight new commu-
nity garden plots are tilled up,
fenced in and ready for the
2015 growing season.

The community garden
moved last fall from the city’s
wastewater treatment area
to city-owned land on East
Dodge Street (across the road
southwest of the apartments).

That decision was made
after June flooding washed
away the existing plots,
leaving gardeners like Ruth
Stoakes without their usual
summer produce.

“We plant tomatoes,
beans, peas, cucumbers,
squash, lettuce — we had just
picked some lettuce — and
poof, it was gone overnight,”
said Stoakes, one of more than
a dozen Luverne residents
who grow produce in the
community gardens.

She and her husband, Al,
agreed to be interviewed for
an Oct. 16 Star Herald feature
about the gardens.

Ruth said she’s glad to
have a new location for this
year’s garden.

“It looks to me like it will
be a good spot,” she said.
“We’re hoping it will be a non-
flooding area”

For three years the
Stoakes have taken advan-
tage of the city’s community
gardens, funded partially by
a grant through the Statewide
Community Health Improve-
ment Program (SHIP).

“We've enjoyed being
out there and enjoyed being
outdoors,” Ruth said.

Master Gardener Lynette
Jauert has been instrumental
in organizing the gardens and
serving as a liaison between
gardeners and resources.

“I am crazy excited about
the new gardens and all the
possibilities it has in store for
the future,” Jauert said.

“We have been working
hard to make this a better
experience for the gardeners,

Luverne's community gardens were relocated last fall to the former city dump at the east end of Dodge Street. Ten more
plots were added, and the site includes running water, fences and a tool shed stocked with basic necessities.

and we think we have found
an exciting new location that
has a lot of room to grow in
future years.”

She said this sort of activ-
ity has required a great deal
of community involvement.

For example, the Master
Gardeners are planning on
having Community Educa-
tion classes on gardening in
this new garden.

“Tim Olsen, our new
Master Gardening intern, has
already had a couple of Com-
munity Education classes
on Gardening in Small spaces
and is going to do an ongoing

Oo

(507) 227-2183

Luverne, MN

= CARPET STEAM CLEANING < FLOOR WARING

= UPHOLSTERY CLERNING
« DUCT CLERNING

« TILE & GROUT CLEANING
= WINDOW CLEANING

WWW.SCHOMACKERCLEAN. COM

HE |
PURCHASE OF A
$100 SERUICE
ORMORE |

training at the gardens,” Jauert
said.

“He also plans to start
a garden blog about our
gardens and timely tips for all
gardeners to read. It will be

a great addition not only for
the renters of these plots but
for gardeners in our Com-
munity.”

The healthy activity and
the resulting healthy food are

among reasons the city agreed
to provide a public area for
interested gardeners.

Community gardens/
continued on page 19
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Former farmer finds new
career in home inspection

uverne’s Gregg Oehlerts

has the inside track on
secrets that are hidden from a
homeowner or homebuyer.

As ahome inspector since
2001, his eyes are trained to no-
tice flaws in houses that aren’t
readily noticeable by others.

“I'm not an electrician or
a plumber, but I know enough
to know when to call one,”
Oehlerts said.

“A home inspection is
simply a top-to-bottom look at a
house. If something looks suspi-
cious, we call professionals.”

Outside he checks the roof,
siding, foundation, drainage,
garage and driveway, decks and
patio, gutters and downspouts.

SPARTZ DRYWALL

hang - tape -« texture
new construction & remodel

Contact: Dave Spartz
(507) 227-4898

Photos and
text by
Lori Sorenson

Ve

.

Inside he checks heating
and air conditioning, electrical
system, windows, doors, appli-
ances, ceilings, walls and floors,
fireplaces and combustible gas
leaks.

Oehlerts, a former farmer,
got involved with home inspec-
tions through his father-in-law
and sister-in-law who are Real-
tors in Sioux Falls.

“They were talking about
home inspections, so I thought
that might be something I could
do,” Oehlerts said. “As a farmer,
you do all your own work, so I
thought I could do this, too.”

So he trained to become a
home inspector and has been
certified and busy at the job
since 2001.

“Once you're self-em-
ployed, you kind of like to stay
that way,” he said about his
former work as a farmer.

“And you get to work with
all kinds of different homes and
all kinds of different people.
Sometimes you have people
upset with you because of what
you find, but it’s always enjoy-

Oehlerts home inspection/
continued on page 10
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Radon testing and installing radon mitigation systems is an im-
portant part of Gregg Oehlerts' business, HomeSpect.

Now is the time to
schedule your tree
trimming or removals!

Call us today!

" TN

Scott Rosenberg Worthington, MN 56187
1scottros@gmail.com ¢ Cell: 507-360-6081  Home: 507-478-4103

If there is an auction in your future, check with the
professionals at Elbers Auction Service to see if what we have
to offer is right for you. With over 25 years of experience we
know what it takes to make your auction a success. From the

smallest household to the largest farm auction, we handle
auctions of all types. Call today for a no obligation quotation.
Our competitive rates and professional service can’t be beat.

Do you have an auction in your future?

The most competitive,
honest, quickest,
fairest and fastest-
growing method
of marketing today.

realestateretrievers.com
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ALL STATE TEAM

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA

Elbeno Auction Sernvice

“Quality Auctions Since 1988”

Your complete auction service * No sale too big or too small

PO Box 196 « Hills, MN 56138
office: 507-962-3433 » home: 507-962-3432 + cell: 507-920-6131

email: keith@realestateretrievers.com - www. elbersauction.com
License #67-62
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Riverview Estates

Expcmds to three - two more on the horizon

8051-8055 East Dodge St, Luverne

One af Luvernes newest a’e‘ve/opmem‘s.

This is one of Luverne’s newest developments incorporating the privacy of single family dwelling and a homeowner association
concept. Remove the outside work of home ownership but keep the privacy and comfort of quality single family homes.
Riverview Estates, 8051-8055 East Dodge, will have minimal car traffic but yet have convenient access off Dodge Street.

Our family of Den Herder built homes keeps growing

Brothers Jim and Cal Den
Herder launched their business
in 1988, and since then, their
resume has grown to include
a long list of beautiful houses.
Along with it, their reputation
for excellence at a fair price has
grown to rival the best in the

FHor rnore Inﬁrmaz‘ion Cornztact

Lyl DEN HERDER GCONSTRUCGTION, ING.

“We view home building as

both an art and a science,” Jim Jim Den Herder Cal Den Herder
Den Herder said. PO. Box 522 e Luverne, MN 56156-0522

507-920-8917 -- 507-283-9281
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Produce stand becomes go-to spot for local shoppers

Photos and text
by Mavis Fodness

Bert Verhey’s roadside pro-
duce stand near the corner of
James Street and U.S. Highway
75 is looking a little tattered by
the recent breezy days in north-
ern Luverne.

However, by the time
Verhey’s garden produce is ripe
later this summer, the stand will
be repaired and open for busi-
ness again.

For almost two decades
Verhey has sold produce to the
public using the honor system.
Signs stipulate the price, and a
locked cash box allows custom-
ers to slip the correct amount
through the slot.

“Luverne is pretty honest,”
he said. “You might not find
that in a larger city.”

A larger city such as Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, where Ver-
hey said he attended a farmer’s
market where customers

Mavis Fodness photo/0423 Bert Verhey regu]ar]y haggled over prices
For nearly 20 years Bert Verhey has stocked a produce stand at the end of his driveway on north Highway 75 he already thought were fair,
in Luverne. The stand takes a beating by the wind, but it will be repaired in time for summer produce. giving in because he didn’t like

&
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Serving Contractors and Homeowners in the
Planning, Design and Engineering of Your Home Projects

. Lumbel', Gahinets, Bll"l"llg Materials,
We Hove: Doors, Windows, Paint, Hardware

VELD

JERED SMITH
CONCRETE, LLC.

LUMBER

507-472-8224

Residential, Commercial & Agricultural
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Walls & Flatwork
LISMORE. MN JERED SMITH (Owner)
J 1127 State Highway 30
. . . Pipestone, MN 56164
R e leredsmlth37@gmallcom 507—690—8134

%
Professional Landscape Design, 811 W. Warren ® 507-283-4451
Installation & Maintenance

DIGITAL
IMAGING

Flower Bouquets ~ Blooming Plants
Outdoor Patio Planters ~ Hanging Plants

Ponds « Brick Patios « Sodding

Retaining Walls « Snow Removal

evin Jacobsma -
We are in full bloom!
Come
Hours: check
Monday-Friday: 8:00 to 5:30 out our
Saturday: 8:00 to 4:00 ( April-June) garden
Sunday: Closed statues.
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Verhey produce sales outgrew back of pickup

to argue.

The produce stand origi-
nally started out with Verhey
parking a small wagon at the
end of his driveway because
attending the local farmer’s
market was impossible due to
his full-time job.

Because of its popularity of
selling from the small wagon,
he constructed the covered
wooden stand to hold more
produce and to protect it from
the weather.

Allowing customers to
serve themselves freed up more
time for Verhey to tend his
gardens.

For Verhey, gardening is
an extension of the area’s ag
industry.

“Working around agricul-
ture all the time, I enjoy it,” he
said

Gardening provides a quiet
solitude and slower work pace
when compared to his full-time
job at New Vision Co-Op’s grain
division in Beaver Creek.

A native of Beaver Creek,
Verhey said he remembers from
his youth his father, Cornie,
working a small garden. The
experience influenced Verhey
in starting his own plot almost
20 years ago.

“It just started out as a
small little garden,” he said.
“Now it’s a little bigger”

His garden is now more
than five times bigger than
the quarter acre Verhey first
tended. He now grows vegeta-
bles and fruits on 5 to 6 acres at
three different garden locations.

Helping tend to the esti-
mated 2,500 onion sets, 400 to-
mato plants and enough vines
to generate 1,000 pumpkins
are Verhey's father and brother
Cornell. Together they harvest
the estimated 4,000 pounds of
potatoes and 1.5 acres of sweet
corn.

“I constantly try different
seeds,” Verhey said, “especially
different pumpkins seeds.”

While he buys some started
plants, Verhey looks to one
commercial dealer’s cata-

U

Tollefson Publishing

PROUDLY PUBLISHING
S Rock County II

Luverne

NNOUNCER

Hills - Steen - Beaver Creek

— TO ADVERTISE: —
phone - 283.2333
fax - 283.2335

mail - 117 w. main

luverne, mn

log, Seedway out of Elizabethtown,
Pennsylvania, for new ideas in seed
varieties. Orders are completed at
the beginning of each year and are
planted once the weather permits.
Verhey rotates the growing loca-
tions of his produce each year and
tries new growing techniques such
as last year’s use of a corn by-product

from the local ethanol plant as fertil-

izer. “It just started out as a small little
“It looked like it was going to be Y . . ”
real good but then (the gurden) got garden. ... Now it’s a little bigger.
flooded out,” Verhey said.
He will try again because Verhey,
56, sees gardening as a lifelong activ- — Bert Ver hey, gar. dener
ity. “I can’t wait until I retire,” he said.
“I'would have more time.”

CELL: 608-770-1677
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Oehlerts home inspection/continued from page 6

able when you're working with those first-time homebuyers who are excited about their
new house.”

An important part of Oehlerts’ work centers on radon detection and radon mitigation
— installing radon systems.

“At least three-quarters of the homes in this area have elevated radon,” Oehlerts said.
“And most people are unaware of it”

Radon is an odorless, tasteless and invisible gas produced by the decay of naturally oc-
curring uranium in soil and water.

According to the EPA, radon is a form of ionizing radiation and a proven carcinogen.
Lung cancer is the only known effect on human health from exposure to radon in air.

The EPA recommends radon levels in homes don’t reach more than 4 pCi/L (picocu-
ries per liter), but Oehlerts said it is not unusual to find homes with levels around 20 to 30.

“There was one in Sioux Falls at 90, and in Heron Lake I measured one at 120,” he said.

If Oehlerts measures elevated radon in a home he inspects, he recommends — and
often installs, a radon mitigation system.

He said it’s rewarding to know that his work is helping to improve people’s health and
prevent cancer.

“If you're in a home with a high reading, the more you're exposed, the greater your risk
for developing lung cancer,” Oehlerts said.

To schedule an inspection, he can be reached at 605-940-3225 or gko@oehlerts.com.

Gregg Oehlerts reads a pressure monitor on a radon system he recently installed.

Lori Sorenson photo/0423 oehlerts home inspection

MINNWEST HOME MORTGAGES

Whether you're purchasing your first home, upgrading to your dream home, or
refinancing your current mortgage, Minnwest Bank has a wide range of financing
options to serve your needs. We offer competitive rates and a qualified staff to

answer any questions you may have before, during, or after the loan process.

We also offer Home Equity Loans and
Home Equity Lines of Credit
(HELOGs). Ask about home equity

financing for car purchases, home

debt

educational financing and more.

improvements, consolidations,

Contact Patti Wieneke (NMLS#452922) or Rebecca Renken (NMLS#1063385) at
(507) 283-9131 to set up a no cost, no obligation consultation to find out which

Minnwest Home Mortgage® or Home Equity financing option is right for you.

MINNWEST
BANK"

www.minnwestbank.com

*All applicants must meet bank and/or secondary market credit underwriting standards. This does not
constitute a commitment to provide credit. Member FDIC.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Luverne (Highway 75) | 800 South Kniss | (507) 283-9131
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UAVNICARE

Lawn Spraying. mosquito spraying
and grass drill Por over seed
and new seeding

Ask about 5% CASH DISCOUNT &
5th TREATMENT FREE w/4-step lawn care purchase.

R
.7 FRANKEN
7 GONSTRUCTION

Travis Franken, Lic #20627458 & Insured

1332 181st, Luverne Call today for a
Cell: 507-920-8253 FREE ESTIMATE.

REMODELING  NEW ADDITIONS e SIDING
DECKING « WINDOW,/DOOR REPLACEMENT
GARAGE DOORS  GONCRETE
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!!!
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Farmers Market is as

By George Bonnema
Luverne horiculturalist

Growing up on a family
farm, I took so many things
for granted. Finding things to
do was never a problem and I
soon learned that saying I was
“bored” would get a quick fix
from a parent.

Imagination was inspiration
and there were things to do
things with. That was how we
often learned engineering; it
was pretty basic but yet under-
standable.

When I talk about taking
my setting for granted, almost
everyone [ knew had their own
garden, large or small.

They raised their own
animals for meat and eggs, and
often had their own cow for
dairy products.

Sustainable agriculture
just happened ... and no, I'm
not 150 years old. But in just
a couple of generations, the
general population has moved
so far from that concept that
we are reinventing it ... well,
somewhat.

On March 26 I hosted a
seminar for the Spring Loaded
weekend about the difference
between organic, heirloom, hy-
brid and GMO food products.

In Mom’s garden, we were
not so concerned about a
tomato with the perfect color
or shape. Its flavor was the
characteristic that determined
its value.

We understood the work it
took to produce the products,
so they had a much higher
value than products produced
elsewhere by someone we
don’t know and who doesn’t
know us.

When I was a kid, peaches
tasted like a peach should taste.
They came in a wooden crate
and were individually wrapped
in a square of pink or white
tissue. They bruised easily and
that tissue helped cushion them
and also enabled them to ripen
in transit.

This is 2015 and life is what it
is. Time is whatitis ... you don'’t
have time for gardening or the
space to do it.

For the most part, the foods
you purchase to feed your fam-
ily have been grown anywhere
but locally.

Depending on the product,
it could be imported from any-
where in the world. That grower
is primarily concerned about
getting maximum production
of produce that “looks” like
what the consumer expects; the
flavor is not so much of an issue
as is the necessity of that prod-
uct to retain its viability during
shipping and handling.

Growers for the wholesale
markets are generally crop
specific and they grow it in
quantity.

Electrical Problems
are Business!

Aside from the obvious hazards, if you don’t
know what you’re doing, you could end
up causing a bigger,
cal problem. Expert help is here to safely and
efficiently repair and install any electrical work.
Trust our licensed electricians.

Let the guys with experience work for you.

Call us for all your residential,
commercial and farm wiring needs!

Quality, Sewice Sinee 1927

MeEClurelElectric
121 N. Cedar, Luverne, MN | 507-283-4716
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

more costly electri-
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close to mom's garden as it gets

In Mom’s garden, we were not so concerned about
a tomato with the perfect color or shape.
Its flavor was the characteristic that determined its value.
We understood the work it took to produce the products, so
they had a much higher value than products produced elsewhere
by someone we don’t know and who doesn’t know us.

The same crop on the same
parcel of land, year after year.

The absence of crop rotation
can quickly result in problems
from insects or disease, which
can only be controlled by
chemicals.

Government regulations
are necessary to try to protect
the consumer ... the grower’s
primary concern is getting a
“good-looking” product to mar-
ket and doing whatever neces-
sary to accomplish that.

That is where the Farmers
Market concept is a totally dif-
ferent option.

The vendors are local. They
are very conscious about the
safety, freshness, and quality of
the products they are offering
for sale. They interact with the
customers to know what you
want and give advice on how
to use the products they are
producing.

Many growers use organic
production concepts even if

they don’t have the certification
documents ... they just do their
best to give you food that is
fresh, safe and nutritious.

Luverne is fortunate to have
an excellent and viable market
with a wonderful variety of
products from vendors who
care.

The market runs from 4 to
7 p.m. on Thursdays from June
through October on the Red-
bird Field parking lot just off
East Main Street.

Sales &'Service
813 Main Street < Edgerton, MN - 507-442-5671

8 - 5:30 Monday-Friday - 8 - 4 Saturday
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Luverne Building Center

not just a small town lumberyard

Luverne Building Center

provides FREE Estimates and Quotes on

Garages, Pole Barns, Decks, Windows, Kitchen Cabinets,
Doors and Siding... Any of your building projects.

Luverne Building Center is striving to
be your One Stop for ideas, advice and
a helping hand to assist in your home
remodeling or building projects.

ot 0 mp st e oo e ALL With the best service and
Mead (manager), Anitra overgaard, Cody Gehrke and Nick Meod. l Owe St pric e S possibl e !

See Sam, Mike, Nick or Tom for help with your
new Home Design from beginning to end.

We provide drafting and design for
new homes, additions, decks,
cabinets, any project you desire.

Sam, Mike or Nick can provide drofting and design for new homes,
addifions, decks, cabinets, cozy heat fireplaces, any project you desire.
Coll 507-283-9151.

907-283-3151 - 102 E. MAPLE ST., LUVERNE
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Considering new trees in your yard?
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Walraven reminded every-

Wally's recommends autumn blaze maple i ooyt o

By Glenda McGatffee

Wally’s Nursery and Land-
scaping, a business run by Rob-
ert and Delwyn Walraven, has
been in operation since 1967.

It began by selling bedding
plants, and then the business
expanded to include shrubs,
trees and landscaping in 1970.

Robert shared his expertise
in planting trees and was asked,
“What are the most popular
trees planted in our area?”

Walraven said, “The au-
tumn blaze maple is the most
popular tree to plant in our

”

area.

He said the autumn blaze
maple is a rapidly growing
shade tree. Once mature, the
tree can reach a height of
up to 60 feet with a 40-foot
spread. Like other maples, the
autumn blaze is known for its
fall colors.

For wet and lower-lying
areas Walraven recommends
maple and linden trees. In
drier areas the bur oak and
hackberry are recommended.

Walraven commented on
the ash borer disease.

“A lot of trees come from

Asia. These trees have a built-

“We Service all Makes and Models of Engines.”

S507-283-4299

302 Main Street
Kenneth, MN 56147

QO TROV-BIT

BUILT FOR LIFE™

America’s #1 Tiller

Troy-Bilt Mowers, Tillers, Trimmers, Blowers, Log Splitters

3 Year
Warranty

Columbia 42- 54” Tractors & 46”’- 54” Zero Turn Mowers

Open Daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

NEW LOWER PRICE

1427 QUARRY - HOUSE T0 BE MOVED -----$15,000

918 N MCKENZIE------------- SALE PENDING
L1 R —— $49,000
516 W HATTING -------------- SALE PENDING
(][ E—————— $69,900
LR R 11111 F——— $72,900
AL L ———————— $79,900
11 ] 11— $99,900
1420 CO HWY 4, LUVERNE--—---- $211,900
1410 EVERGREEN---~--------------- $249,900
LUVERNE PROPERTIES

77 [ ————— $34,900
200 S FREEMAN #101------sernveeen $35,900
200 W MEADE COURT--------------- $44,900
116 W MEAD COURT -----renseeenees $76,000
1R ———— $95,000
115 N DONALDSON------+---esee-o- $119,900
610 W LINCOLN----sr-mser-- SALE PENDING
102 S OAKLEY ------sercnseeen SALE PENDING
L(K Y1111 ———— $134,900
T[S ——— $146,900
1005 N FREEMAN --------s-c-eseene- $149,000

View these homes
from your home, online.
www.cragoe.com

LUVERNE PROPERTIES

504 N FREEMAN ------secesecmeeces $149,900
LRIV T 1 ———— $159,900
1] 1) ——— $169,900
P11 11 || ————— $259,000

AREA HOMES FOR SALE

203 E MAIN, HARDWICK---------- $29,000
541 1ST AVE W, EDGERTON ----- $49,900
104 S ROSS ST, HARDWICK ------- $69,900
312 4TH ST SW, PIPESTONE-------c-z------

otHFor ) $79,000

404 3RD AVE, PIPESTONE-------p-rr-t---
1850 181ST ST, KENNETH-~—- SALE PENDING
13387 CO HWY 35, ADRIAN----—--$194,900

1968 180TH AVE, KENNETH------- $132,900
1495 113TH ST, LUVERNE--------- $229,900

COMMERCIAL & LOTS

D. SCHOLTEN DR - LOT, STEEN ------- $35,000
118 MAIN, LUVERNE --==--=====s===n==- $83,900
155 INDUSTRIAL, EDGERTON ------- $172,500

s e Heart f
mp . e .

[}

Scott Adams, broker 507-227-0840 « Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD
o 203 E. Main Street, Luverne, MN 56156
E-mail: info@cragoe.com 507-283-2647 or 1-800-689-2647

WWW.CRAGOE.COM

NOW ON FACEBOOK @CRAGOE REALTY

“Digging without calling

in resistance to insects and in China during the Olympics can disrupt service to an entire
diseases in Asia and survive the U.S. planted ash trees, which neighborhood, harm you and
there,” he said. came from the United States. those around you and poten-
“The selections of trees “The trees died because they tially result in fines and repair
that come to the United States did not have this resistance,” costs,” he said. Calling 811 be-
are not resistant to this disease, ~ Walraven said. “The trees build ~ fore digging gets underground
so the disease comes with up their resistance to whatever utility lines marked for free and
them.” climate they are accustomed to.” helps prevent undesired conse-
For example, 10 years ago quences.

[ Country Cupboards

“Where Skilled Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!”
2 miles south of Luverne on Hwy. 75
% Phone 507-283-8176 D

Since 1948

LUVERNE FARM STORE

Quality & Service

Lo
%E

We price in your lewmn as (i
[t Wes oUF ©Wiks

[Fawn @alre Services MlfawniVlaintenancelServices

* Fertilization - Professional Lawn/ Mowing
+ Weed Identification & Control - Lawn Trimming & Clean-up
- Crabgrass Control - Turf'Watering Management
* Insect/ldentification & Control - Lawn Aeration

- Lawn Disease Control

RleaselcontactforiatlreesMedsdieland Estimiare)

Contact: Nate Golla
PO Box 927 or 617 S. Kniss Ave.
Luverne, MN 56156

(507) 283-9555 or (800) 956-9556
www.luvernefarmstore.com
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BARCK
STREET

I 2 Triplexes
ESTATES

1 Duplex twin home

Association

No snow removal or lawn mowing
Inquire now to help complete
these homes!

=
=
Q\‘$ f ‘ T ——
S0 | T ey
SO0 BLUE 2 Bedrooms ~ 2 Bath Condo
Master suite with walk-in closet and master
RIDGE bath. Sunroom with fireplace to overlook
CIRCLE the mounds. Quiet neighborhood and crown
molding. Stop in and see.
——NEW-CONSTRUCTION——— ADDITIONS

AGRICULTURAL
CONSTRUCTION

mccleveringa@gmail.com | 920-9631 | www.cleveringaconstuction.com




Page 15 Home, Lawn & Garden 2015 April 23, 2015

Luverne man stays connected to construction
industry through new venture as home inspector

By Lori Sorenson “T've en joyed ]u st
Tim Christensen is new .
to the home inspection about everything
scene, but al- b .
ready he knows about lt)
he’s in the right ﬁom becom_
business. . .
“I've en- ing certified,
joyed just about
everything about fo comp let-
it,” he said, : :
“from becom- ing visual
ing certified, to and writ-
completing vi-
sual and written lenr epor s
reports for home
inspections and f or hom €
getting to know inspections
the customers.” .
Christensen became and gettmg to know
certified last year through h ”
the International Association Lne customers.
of Certified Home Inspec-
tors.
His home inspections
include indoor and outdoor knowledge of construction, I
inspections, from roofs, was fortunate enough to get
siding and foundations to involved in the construction
plumbing, electrical and business from another angle
appliances. He also tests for by becoming a certified home
radon gas, which is a known inspector,” he said. . . . ' o .Lori Sor.enson.photo/0423 hyg christens?n tim
problem in Rock County. Christensen can be con- Luverne's Tim Christensen, who is also the high school principal in Adrian, inspects the electrical
Christensen’s full-time tacted for home inspection at box in a home near Luverne Friday afternoon, April 17. He said home inspection is another way
job is in the Adrian School 507-227-7678. to stay connected to the construction business, which he enjoys.

District where he serves as
high school principal, but he

said he’s always been drawn " o : Q
to the construction business. Y “ " N , ‘ F ‘ v Y A A\ & ‘ ‘ F “\‘Y‘\‘“
“I'have enjoyed working - -
construction throughout the ' d SPEC‘ AL -~
course of my life,” he said. > CUTS - v
“I have had the opportu- — > AVA E H H
nity to be involved in helping ' ' ANY T‘ME v \‘ \‘

my brother-in-law build
houses from the ground up,”’
Christensen said.

“T have worked with k k
other construction busi-

@@ELL—IGE@MS -

T STEAKS « CHOPS « CHICKEN > -

alot of remodeling/renova-

o wowomeidncein =t BRATS « BURGERS « RIBS « SEAFOOD ==
A\

~~

s home nopecion [l Glen's Meat Department uses only USDA Choice
e e e :: Angus Beef, Finest Pork and the very best Gold'n
o e e pechions. o Plump chicken! Beef is ground throughout the
“Wihmyenjoymencand [ RENE day ensuring the best, freshest hamburger!
__ 4

@2 *Charcoal *Starter Fluid * Picnic Supplies * Steak Sauces

) 9
%ﬂ'f/ﬂ/ @//mme/’/ 2

5 L y
(/)/()/(/(///f/(/ c,%no(//?mmmz/,«@

gef the word sut with the
Star Horald!

283-2333

Jeff Hamilton, Jean Blomgren, Wes Fuerstenburg

205 E Warren St, Luverne Not pictured: Nick Den Herder, Kermit Limesand

507-283-4429

Monday-Saturday Sunday REWARDS CARD
7a.m.-10p.m. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

G & 5
www.glens-food.com W Glen's @ Glen’s

Your Locally Owned Neighborhood Supermarket - K / y

0 0 . - g | ‘ {
Your Satisfaction is 100% Guaranteed! - "= iiicic
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By Cox Realty and Land
Services professionals

Even though most people
start their New Year’s resolu-
tions on Jan. 1, some people
add resolutions as the year
progresses.

For some, that goal is real-
izing the dream of homeowner-
ship. Beginning the process of
buying a home can be daunt-
ing, but it is easy enough to
begin working on the first step
- saving for a down payment.

According to the National
Association of Realtors, 65 per-
cent of homebuyers utilize their
savings account for a down
payment; however, buyers find
many other ways to finance a
down payment, including sell-
ing stocks or bonds, relying on
gifts from friends or relatives,
retirement funds or using the
proceeds from another home
sale.

Beginning to build savings
should be a priority for poten-

(

Tr \

Home, Lawn & Garden 2015

Cindy Cox, Realtor,
507-360-0537

Alan Cox, Broker,
507-360-7500

tial buyers because it can take
some time. According to NAR’s
report, it took half of buyers a
year or less to save for a down
payment, while another 19 per-
cent said it took between one
and two years to build their
savings account. Additionally,
29 percent said they needed
more than two years to save.
Whatever it is, there is no time
like the present to begin.

If you are like most home-
owners in this area, you may

Billy Cowell, Realtor,
605-254-5450

Dave Hup, Realtor,
507-920-5910

need the proceeds from your
current home to purchase your
next home. So where do you be-
gin? My advice to you would be
start cleaning and decluttering.

Each spring, after the snow
melts and cool, rainy days
turn into warm, sunny ones,
people begin the daunting task
of reorganizing and scrubbing
the home in preparation for the
spring season.

It seems a bit strange to so
diligently clean your home for

Page 16

Dreaming of a home in 20152 There's a lot to

a season in which people often
spend a lot of time out and
about or on vacation.

“My advice is to start with
spring cleaning the entire in-
side of your home during those
colder months and when the
warmer months comes along,
begin with outdoor cleaning. I
have personally done this for
years, because who doesn’t
want to be outside enjoying the
weather when it’s nice out?”
said Cindy Cox.

Now, it’s time to get that
home ready for market. Sellers
can get creative when trying to
attract prospective buyers to
their homes — filling them with
warm scents, providing the per-
fect lighting or playing up fun
and interesting features. Believe
it or not, it usually works.

Following is just a portion
of a list that we give out to our
clients of things they can do
when selling their property.

We also offer advice on stag-

-

TREE TECH offers two aerial booms capable of 61 foot and 51 foot working heights - many times
working together to finish a project in a shorter time frame.

We will clean up and haul debris from the site with a 16’ dump trailer and skid loader. We finish the
clean up process by hand raking so the lawn is ready to mow when the job is complete.

Once the tree or trees are removed, we grind the stump out five inches below the ground level. To
complete the process we can even move a new tree to the site.

If you are in need of one tree to be removed/trimmed, or up to a grove of ice damaged broken limbs,
Tree Tech will provide prompt professional service to remove the hazardous or ugliness of your tree
needs. We have been in business for 16 years and still love our job! We appreciate all of our past
and future customers and look forward to working with you again or for the first time.

CALL RICH DRECKMAN FOR FREE ESTIMATES!

507-283-8552 « LUVERNE, MN
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consider, from finances to cleaning and staging

ing your home, but when it
comes down to it, it is up to the
homeowner as much as they are
willing to do.

Interior

Vacuuming dryer vents to
help prevent fires, disinfecting
garbage cans to help keep germs
away, cleaning entryways to
keep from tracking in outside
muck and cleaning ceiling fan
blades to keep everyone breath-
ing easy, de-clutter, toss it, do-
nate it, sell it or put in storage so
the house seems more spacious,
refrigerator magnets and notes
need to be removed.

Exterior

Check out the curb appeal,
lawn needs to be mowed, trim
fertilize, water or rake fallen
leaves, add seasonal plants or
flowers near front door and
porch area, consider power
washing deck area and repaint-
ing if worn out.

Staging

To set eye appeal, display fresh
flowers or bowl of fruit. Bake a batch
of cookies for a homey smell. Open the
drapes, keep pets out of sight, clean
out fireplace and consider lighting it
up during colder months. Hang new
or clean towels in the bathroom and
make sure all beds are made.

All these steps make it a little
easier to get that home you're dream-
ing of.

At Cox Realty & Land Services LLC
we continue to provide clients with
an honest approach to purchasing or
selling their property, based on trust,
shared goals and understanding.

We strive to continually improve
to do this by listening and taking your
needs and wants into consideration.
Whatever your background, we hope
you'll consider Cox Realty & Land
Services, LLC to help you navigate
your next real estate purchase or sale.
Call us today to learn more about how
we can help you buy or sell your land
or home. We look forward to hearing
from you.

Display fresh flowers or bowl of fruit. Bake a batch of cookies for a
homey smell. Open the drapes, keep pets out of sight, clean out fireplace
and consider lighting it up during colder months. Hang new or clean
towels in the bathroom and make sure all beds are made. All these steps
mabke it a little easier to getting that home your dreaming of.

Russ Schuelke
231 S. Main - PO Box 1
Hills, MN 56138

Phone (507) 962-3569
Cell (507) 254-8249
email: schuelke-ECS@hotmail.com

underground cable & metallic pipe locating
data cabling e electric motor service & repair

Residential - Commercial - Farmstead
New Construction - Remodel - Trenching

Your home is an important asset. Protect
it with quality insurance from a company
you know and trust. We have helped area
homeowners for decades.

Call our office today for a quote and
discover our Policy of Working Together®.

®

FARY UTUAL

—1SUIANCE

212 South Kniss, Luverne
(507) 283-3704 or (877) 631-3704

www.kozlowski-insurance.com

v

Ferris IS 3200

Luverne Location
410 W Koehn Ave.
PO-Box-523;Luverne-MN
Phone:(507)283-2319 < Fax
(507)-283-8319
email: jiincmark@iw.net

http://www.jaycoximplement.com
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Redesigning your
landscape?
Don't be afraid
to do it yourself

Exchange State Bank
the place to be...

As a full service financial provider you can turn to us for things you
need most. From Checking to Savings, Ag to Commerical to Personal
Loans, we have a fast local answer.

) (507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

(507) 449-6000 Member
Luverne, MN FDlC

Turn Summer Time Chores
into Summer Time Pleasures

Searrs

Hometown Store

500 E. Main St., Luverne, MN
507-283-8786

By Deb Aanenson,
Real Estate Retrievers

Going with a pro for
landscaping work can get
expensive. But you can also
plan a yard makeover your-
self. Here are some tips the
pros use to incorporate into
your garden planning.

Tools: If you don’t have
the garden tools to get start-
ed, either borrow them from
a neighbor or friend, or rent
larger tools from a garden or
home center.

Design: Putting a few
plants in the ground is a start,
but if you want impact, you'll
have to think bigger. Enlarge
garden areas to expand away
from your home and accent
areas like bay windows, the
front door, large trees with
statement, plants that have
height, color or an interesting
shape. Mulch the area after
planting for a clean, uniform
look that helps retain mois-
ture for plants.

Out with the old: Just
because it’s been in your yard
forever doesn’t mean it needs
to stay there. Old, tired, over-
grown and/or dying trees,
shrubs and plants should be
removed and replaced with
fresh greenery. Many plants

Deb Aanenson,
Real Estate Retrievers

do have life cycles and fizzle
out after harsh weather or sim-
ply time.

Think groupings: If you like
a single plant at the nursery,
think how stunning multiples
of them would look. If you have
the budget, buy three or five or
seven (odd numbers are best)
of the same plant and group
them together for more impact.

Investment: The addi-
tion and care of the plants you
install will pay you back at
home sale time. Mature trees,
well-tended landscaping and
interesting, colorful plants will
attract homebuyers.

PHONE 507-283-3999

1275 101st St., Luverne, MN 56156
Terraces « Waterways
Land Clearing * Building Sites

All Your Dirt, Gravel & Rock Needs
CONTACTS
TOM WALKER
BRYCE NIESSINK

SANDFANDIGRAVEL

T0 MEET ALL SPECIFICATIONS
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Community gardens growing in popularity in Luverne/continued from page 5

The SHIP grant, $4,000 of
it, covers costs incurred for
physical improvements, such
as fencing, a garden shed and
water access.

Holly Sammons, director
of Luverne’s Economic Devel-
opment Authority, explained
how it works.

“Community gardens are a
great way to offer healthy activ-
ity and healthy food for many
people in the community who
may not otherwise have that
opportunity,” Sammons said.

She said SHIP funding
has allowed for a third garden,
increasing the number of plots
from 32 to 48. All of this year’s
garden plots are now spoken
for.

“But with the recent flood-
ing at the old location, we
weren't sure we wanted to stay
there,” Sammons said.

The new location is on a
buried landfill, so there would
be no other development use
for the lot. It was most recently
used for alfalfa, so Sammons
said the soil should be nutri-
ent-rich and appropriate for
gardens.

Jauert said this sort of
public involvement has con-
tributed to the success of the
gardens in Luverne.

“I cannot thank Holly
enough for all the work she has

Home, Lawn & Garden 2015
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The city of Luverne contributed
to the community gardens by
providing the land and a water
source for the new plots.

done for the Gardens,” Jauert
said.

“Her search for a new loca-
tion (which most of the garden-
ers agreed that they would not
return to the old location) was
an exhibit of a City employee
going way beyond her job du-
ties”

There are three gardens,
with 16 plots — 10 feet by 10
feet each — in each garden.
Rental fees are $15 per plot.

Community gardens/
continued on page 20

HOMEOWNER

and

HOMEBUYERS

We have buyers for

2-3 bedroom homes
$50,000-$90,000 & $150,000-$200,000
If you are thinking about selling, call today!

LAND OWNERS

It's never too late or too early to think about
marketing your farm. Let’s visit about your farm
or the market in general.

SERVICE IS MORE THAN PART OF OUR NAME!

YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
are OUR BUSINESS

Jensen Management Service, Inc.

111 N. Cedar, PO Box 836, Luverne ¢ 507-283-2391

GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO SEE OUR LISTINGS

WWW.JMSL.NET

LOTS to

~BUFFALO RIDGE DR
/

bsS MANFRED
SANFORD HEICHES
LUVERNE
HOSPITAL

SIOUX VALLEY DR

EVERGREEN
SECOND

SANFORD

LUVERNE

HOSPITAL
CHERRY DR

N I MAIN

a

ove

Build your new home on a beautiful lot in a charming
city with a proud past and a promising future.

Come take a look at lots available from the Luverne
Economic Development Authority priced from $5,000
to $45,000 in five different subdivisions:

» Sybesma Subdivision

* Veterans Addition

» Evergreen Addition
 Evergreen Second Addition
» Manfred Heights Addition

The community boasts beautiful city parks, an
outstanding public school system, excellent
healthcare resources and a wide variety of activities
for people of all ages.

Luverne homeowners pay the lowest property taxes
when compared to other county seat cities in southwest
Minnesota, and a Residential Lot Incentive Program
offers a $2,500 credit per person* on the price of a lot.

There’s a reason more than 4,500 are proud to call
Luverne home. In Luverne, you'll love the life!

Maps and pricing at www.cityofluverne.org under Community Information.

Luverne

ORE INFORMATION:
olly J. Sammons
Economic Development Director

MINNESOT

City of Luverne

P 507.449.5033
hsammons@cityofluverne.org
www.cityofluverne.com
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Community gardens growing in popularity in Luverne/continued from page 19
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Community gar-
deners Ruth and
Al Stoakes are
pictured in Octo-
ber by the plots
after they were
relocated to East
Dodge Street in
Luverne.

Lori Sorenson file photo

The plot fee covers wa-
ter usage, tilling, fencing,
plot markers, hoses and
other expenses.

Guidelines are in
place for community
gardeners, such as keeping
plots weeded and in use-
ful condition (see related
story on page 4).

Water use is metered
and monitored, with wa-
tering allowed only during
mornings and evenings.

Only organic fertil-
izers and herbicides are
allowed — no chemicals.

Garden waste is to be
removed and composted
at the end of the season.

Call Jauert, 283-8539,
with questions.

“The Community
Garden has been an ex-
tremely positive thing for
me in the past and I just
hope we can make it an
even better experience in
the future for gardeners,’
she said.

FARMLAND FOR SALE

- 160 Acres, Rosehill Twp, Cottonwood Co....Sale Pending -

- 160 Acres, Rosedell Twp, Rock Co
- 80 Acres, Rosedell Twp, Rock Co.....ccoeeveeuverernnnene

Attention Land Owners
We are getting calls weekly on
Farmland to Purchase.
If you are thinking about selling your
land, Give us a call today!

ACREAGE SITES
- 805 121st St Acreage — Luverne
- 1101 110th Ave Acreage —Luverne
- 11787 111th St Acreage — Leota
- 19174 180th St Acreage — Adrian
- 1382 41ST St Acreage — Steen
- 17218 Cory Ave Acreage— Lismore

LAKE SHETEK LOTS FOR SALE
- 12 - Pheasant Drive Lots

- 6 - Autumn Blaze Estates Lots

Alan Cox
Broker
507-360-7500

Cindy Cox
Realtor
507-360-0537

- 222 Central Ave — Kenneth

Sale Pending -
NEW LISTING -
For Sale

For Sale -

507-920-5910

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
221 Central Ave — Kenneth
102 Kelsey Lane Townhome — Slayton
509 Brandenburg St — Luverne....

- 324 W. Main St — Luverne

309 N. Broadway — Ellsworth

- 412 W Maine St — Luverne

208 W. 7th Ave — Ellsworth

112 Indiana Ave — Adrian

105 Indiana Ave — Adrian

104 Kelsey Lane Townhome — Slayto

NEW LISTING
For Sale

NEW LISTING

120 N Thompson — Rushmore For Sale

507 E Dodge St — Luverne

102 W. EIm St — Luverne

616 N Freeman Ave — Luverne....

321 E. Luverne St — Magnolia

113 N 4th Ave - Wilmont

114 S Spring ST — Luverne...

312 2nd St — Adrian

205 1ST St — Rushmore

10 South Shore Dr - Slayton....

Sale Pending
NEW LISTING

- 802 Maine Ave — Adrian

- 403 N East Park St — Luverne...
For Sale .

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

1002 N Carol St — Luverne
420 W Bishop St — Luverne

Dave Hup
Realtor

Billy Cowell
Realtor
605-254-5450

102 E Pearl Street Suite 103 ¢ Adrian, MN 56110
Office 507-483-2218 ¢ Fax 507-483-2293 ¢ email: coxrealty@live.com

www.coxrealtyandlandservices.com

* Complete Landscaping and Seeding
* Commercial or Residential Services
* Hydro Seeding ¢ Sodding = Over Seeding
* Retaining Walls » Paver Patios * Ponds

Jason Hendel, owner (507) 920-5153 Adrian, MN 56110

Ready Mix Concrete

to meet any specifications
- State certified plant and materials
- Experienced drivers
» Prompt Delivery
* Quality controlled batching
- Gompetitive pricing

Locally owned and operated

Distributor Amvic
Insulated Concrete Forms

Full line of Prinsco
drainage tubing & fittings

Adrian 507-483-2690
Avoca call Slayton

Edgerton 507-442-5441
Lamberton 507-752-7989
Luverne 507-283-8077
Marshall 507-532-3966
Pipestone 507-825-3239
Slayton 507-836-6102

Tracy call Lamberton
Tyler 507-247-5575

www.BuffaloRidgeConcrete.com
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April is Safe Digging Month
in Minnesota

Call before you dig

Inspectors on scene after a
natural gas emergency hear it
often: “I noticed a strange smell
but didn’t know what it was so I
didn’t do anything.”

That rotten-egg smell could
mean there is a natural gas leak
— and it could be deadly.

The best way to avoid an
emergency or unintentionally
striking an underground facility
is to call 811 before you dig.

April is Safe Digging Month
in Minnesota.

As winter-weary home-
owners get ready to enjoy the
warm weather and tackle their
spring yard projects, the Min-
nesota Department of Public
Safety Office of Pipeline Safety
(MNOPS) reminds Minneso-
tans to call before they dig.

“When you're planning
your spring project, do not
forget to call 811 at least two
business days prior to digging,’
State Fire Marshal and MNOPS
Director Bruce West said.

“It’s a free service in place
to protect you, your family and
your community.”

Building a deck, planting a
tree or replacing your mailbox
can be dangerous if people
don’t know what'’s below before
they start digging.

Buried underground facili-
ties — including electric and
natural gas lines — can run
inches from the surface and be
easily damaged with household
tools.

State law requires anyone

excavating to notify Gopher
State One Call (GSOC) at least
two days before beginning a
project so utility companies can
mark the approximate location
of potentially hazardous under-
ground facilities.

Digging without knowing
the location of underground
utilities increases the likelihood
of unintentional damage, which
can cause serious injuries,
service disruptions and repair
costs.

Call 811 first so you don’t
have to call 911 later.

Or go to the GSOC website
and request underground utili-
ties near the area you're digging
be marked.

Signs there may

be a gas leak:
¢A rotten-egg smell
eDirt or dust blowing from
ahole in the ground
*Blowing or hissing sounds
eDead vegetation

If you suspect a

natural gas leak:

«Stop digging and ensure
everyone clears the area.

eDo not use electrical de-
vices like light switches, phones
or garage door openers.

«Call 911 from a safe loca-
tion and alert your neighbors.

«Do not try to locate the
source of the leak or shut off
any natural gas valves.

Home, Lawn & Garden 2015

By Gary Wyatt, agroforestry educator,
University of Minnesota Extension

last winter, you probably realized some of
the benefits of windbreaks and living snow
fences.

In addition to protecting roadways and
farms from drifting snow in winter, farmers
and other rural residents know the value
of properly placed trees and shrubs to save
energy (heating and cooling), protect from
the wind, protect soil and water, increase
wildlife habitat, and beautify the land.

Arbor Day is celebrated every year on
the last Friday in April, and May is Arbor
Month.

This is the time of year soil and water
conservation districts are working with
rural residents in planting trees and shrubs
to enhance their way of life. University of
Minnesota Extension can help you decide
what kind of trees to plant. Extension’s
forestry website at www.extension.umn.
edu/go/1027 is a helpful place to identify
trees suitable for your location.

Minnesota residents must consider
planting shade trees other than ash, since
emerald ash borer (EAB) was found in the
state last May.

In most rural areas there is an
abundance of green ash trees. EAB can
attack and kill any species of ash trees in
the state. Visit Extension’s emerald ash
borer website at www.extension.umn.edu/
issues/eab to learn more about EAB and
alternative shade trees.

If you traveled through rural Minnesota

April 23, 2015

Keep the benefits of trees
in rural landscapes

University of Minnesota Extension
can help you decide what kind of
trees to plant. Extension’s forestry
website at www.extension.umn.edu/
go/1027 is a helpful place to identify
trees suitable for your location.

Shade tree species to consider in rural
areas include ginkgo, hackberry, American
linden or basswood, sugar maple (Fall
Fiesta), Freeman maple (Sienna Glen,
Autumn Blaze), red maple (Northwood),
and Discovery and Princeton, both disease-
resistant elms.

Trees that produce nuts include Ohio
buckeye (Autumn Splendor), shagbark
hickory, bitternut hickory, bur oak, white
oak, bicolor or swamp white oak, and
black walnut (can inhibit some plants from
growing near it).

Trees that produce pods are northern
catalpa, Kentucky coffeetree, honeylocust
(podless cultivars are Shademaster and
Sunburst).

Remember landscape diversity this
Arbor Day and Arbor Month by planting
several different species of trees, shrubs
and plants in your landscape. No one
species should represent more than 15
percent of your landscape. Make it a family
activity to plant trees or shrubs this year.
You can pass on the benefits of trees when
you explain them to your children or other
children in your community.

1892-2015

Luverne

Kove the lite!

Your hometown electric utility
Locally owned -
Locally controlled

A partner with

Let our experienced mortgage ¢ Long Term Fixed Rate Purchase & Refinance
" specialist pre-qualify you for a home e 100% Financing - USDA Rural Development
BEFORE YOU DIG| CALLI loan that meets your need at a fair o FHA/VA

rice and a competitive rate! .
P P e New Construction

1-800-252-1166

It’s The Law!

When you call in a locate be sure to tell the opera-
tor exactly what you are doing and the specific location
work will be done. It also helps to mark the excavation
area with white paint or flags. This way the utility per-
sonnel will only mark the underground facilities where
needed.

Call or stop in fo e First Time Home Buyer

see Cris Oeltjenbruns

% % % First Farmers&Merchants

NATIONAL BANK

® Free Pre-Approval

303 East Main
Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-4463

www.ffmbank.com
00000
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Prepare for summer months; keep hot out and cool in

efore you know it,

Minnesotans will
want to turn on the air condi-
tioning to escape the summer
heat. Spring has sprung and
that means it is the perfect
time to plan for the summer
months ahead.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Commerce is urging
people to do necessary main-
tenance on air conditioning
units now so they can be ready
when hot weather arrives.

“Before the 90-degree
days hit, it’s a good idea to
make sure your AC system is

working well, and to consider
ways to keep the cool air in
your home,” said Commerce
Commissioner Mike Roth-
man.

“Keeping our homes
comfortable in the summer
months is just as important
as in the winter. As hot days
near, health and safety issues
for the elderly and those
with health conditions make
home cooling especially
important.”

The Home Cooling
section of Commerce’s new
Home Energy Guide is a good

WELCOME TO CONKLIN PRODUCTS

World Champions use Conklin Products!

Marten Kruger 756 90th
Ave. Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 920-9386
pleasantrewards.net

Save, Earn, Business Opportunity!

e Argonomic Products
e Consumer Products

e Animal Products

e Building Products
e Family Care Products
e Lubricants & Vehicle Products

Mike & Dawn Van Den Top

113 W. Main Street
Luverne, MN 56156

Office: 507-283-9206
Fax: 507-283-9206
Cell: 712-899-4800

manitoucarpets@gmail.co

Contact us for your flooring and

installation needs!

We carry:

e Large selection of carpet e Wood ¢ Laminate
e Vinyl e« Dura Ceramic e Luxury vinyl tile

e And more.......

OPEN
Tues - Fri: 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat: 9 a.m. - noon

Mark’s
Plumbing Heating And AIC, LLC

Mark & Cinoy Kurtz, OWNERS
608 W. Harming St., Luverne, MN

. Y.

“Keeping our homes comfortable in the summer

months is just as important as in the winter. As hot
days near, health and safety issues for the elderly and

those with health conditions make home cooling
especially important.”

— Commerce Commissioner Mike Rothman.

resource to keep homes cool.

The guide explains how
AC systems work, the impor-
tance of maintaining those
systems, and the energy- and
cost-saving benefits of high
efficiency AC units.

It also offers a range of
ideas to reduce heat and
humidity in your home and
lower the demand on your AC
system.

AC maintenance,
repair

AC systems should be
inspected annually. Contrac-
tors will be very busy in the
summer months, so book
AC inspections in the spring
before you actually need air
conditioning.

Proper maintenance of
your AC system will improve
its safety and performance,
reduce energy use and electric
costs, and prolong the life of
your system.

You can find some “do-it-
yourself” tips on AC mainte-
nance in the guide.

Ways to keep
the heat out

The same strategies that
keep our homes warm in the
winter work to keep heat out
in the summer.

Air-sealing gaps around
attic vents and weather-strip-
ping doors and windows will
reduce airflow into the home
and keep heat out.

Adequate insulation also
reduces the flow of heat into
the home in summer. If it’s
warmer outside than inside,
close all windows and doors
to reduce heat gain.

Reduce solar
heat gain
There are several things

that can be done to minimize
the summer sun’s heating
effects on your house, includ-
ing the installation of window
awnings over the south-
facing windows, or mounting

sunscreens over windows to
decrease heat gain.

Reduce indoor heat

A few changes in our
indoor activities can reduce
the heat and humidity levels,
adding to comfort and saving
on air conditioning.

Use appliances such as
ovens, clothes dryers, and dish-
washers in the evening, when it
is cooler. Turning off unneeded
electronic devices and light-
ing will also reduce the heat
indoors.

For those who don'’t have
air conditioning, let cooler air
in during the cool evenings by
opening a lower-level window
and open a window at a higher
level to let heated air escape.

Fans are one of the most
economical ways to cool the
most important thing in the
home: you.

Just as with wind chill in
the winter, moving air will
reduce our skin temperature,
especially when evaporation
of perspiration is included.
Cooling our bodies with a fan
means we can turn up the tem-
perature for the AC and save
energy overall.

Check with your utility for
cooling tips and ways to save
on your electric bill. Some
utilities offer energy-saver
programs with lower rates for
off-peak use of air condition-
ers. Many utilities will offer
rebates for installing new high
efficiency AC systems.

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

® REALTOR’

FOR THE GREATEST EXPOSURE OF YOUR HOME CONTACT THE

_m
ALL STATE TEAM

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA

Our real estate company has an aggressive strategy for attracting
home buyers to our listings. By distributing your listing
information, along with photographs, to a wide array of premier
consumer websites, we make sure that we maximize every
opportunity to attract qualified buyers to the table.

LUVERNE OFFICE

207-283-4216

Deb Aanenson
Realtor/Broker Assistant
507-920-9921

Gene Aanenson
Realtor/Agent
507-920-9920

Keith Elbers
Realtor/Auctioneer
507-920-6131

Jen Rolfs
Realtor/Agent
507-227-2985

HILLS OFFICE
207-362-3433
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Galll tecey ior & tree estiimeate
BO7-020-9920

DRN PICK

\ Interior & Exterior
Farm Buildings | Residential/Commercial
o = Brush or Airless Spray

SINCE 1990 - SOLE PROPRIETOR
283-9749

FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Oehlerts & Son Construction
Kevin Oehlerts, Luverne
OehlertsAndSonConstruction.com

507-673-2206

* Radon Mitigation
« Radon Measurement
* Home Inspections

A professional home inspection is an objective, visual examination
of the physical structure and systems of a home. An average home
inspection will last approximately 2-3 hours.

At the conclusion of the inspection, you will be presented with an
easy to follow, detailed report of the inspector’s findings. Areas of
concern and recommendations will be clearly identified on a separate
cover sheet. Also, any outstanding positive aspects of the home will
be brought to your attention.

Please examine the material thoroughly and ask any questions you
may have concerning its contents.

Greggi©ehlerts
LEicense #11057

gko@oehlentsicom
Cell:1605-940-3225

Radon, a class A carcinogen, is the second leading

cause of lung cancer after smoking. It is a naturally
occurring, odorless gas produced by the breakdown
of uranium in soil, water and rock. A simple 48 hour

test can measure the level of radon in your home.

The EPA recommends mitigation (reduction of’
radon) if radon levels are tested at 4pCi/L or higher.
(The EPA strongly recommends that all home

owners test for the presence of elevated radon gas).
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Beauttliy your nelghloorood!

We have everything you need!
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

from concept fo completion

LAWN RENOVATION
seeding and sodding

QUALITY NURSERY STOCK

wide variety of shrubs, frees &
evergreens, all northern grown

FLOWER GARDENS

wide selection of perennials & annuals

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

frees & shrubs, seasonal
pruning and maintenance

CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION

retaining walls and patios

GARDEN CENTER

everything for your lawn & garden

PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL

school trained and over
40 vears in businessl,,_-‘

''''''
"""""""

WALLY’S NURSERY

1st corner West of Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3267
SPRING HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8AM-8PM, SAT. 8AM-5PM, SUN. 1PM-5PM

www.star-herald.com
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ORMAN DR., PIPESTONE, MN
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