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Today’s farmers feed 
the world, we quench 
the world’s thirst.

PIPESTONE PEPSI
1 8 0 9  Fo r m a n  D r i ve ,  P i p e s t o n e ,  M N  5 6 1 6 4

strawberry, cherry, lime, mango, grapefruit, apple, orange, lemon 

THE NEWEST 
Rural Water

introducing

 Th e BQA program is a cooperative eff ort be-
tween beef producers, veterinarians, nutritionists, 
extension staff , and other professionals from veteri-
nary medical associations and allied industries.

Th e program asks everyone involved with beef 
production to follow the FDA/USDA/EPA guidelines 
for product use and to use common sense, reason-
able management skills and accepted scientifi c 
knowledge to help prevent product defects at the 
consumer level. 

Remember, the consumer signs the paycheck, 
they purchase what they trust and their trust and 
confi dence is the basis of our industry’s future, 
and our children’s future.

As a food producer, your livelihood depends on 
securing the trust of your consumers. Food safety 
plays a major role in the buying decisions of health-
conscious Americans all across the country. 

Fortunately for beef producers, the public 
generally perceives beef as a safe and wholesome 
product. However, there is no such thing as “too” 
safe when it comes to the food consumers buy for 
themselves – and their children. After all, the beef 
you produce is a product that somebody will put in 
his or her mouth.

Add to that reality the ever-increasing compe-
tition for the consumer’s protein dollar, and you 
quickly see how crucial it is for beef producers, of all 
sizes in every segment, to commit to a management 
strategy that inspires consumer confi dence in the 
safety of beef products.

In addition to safety, factors aff ecting cattle 
quality – and food quality – are also important. 

At the consumer level, quality attributes such as 
tenderness, fl avor and portion size are important. 
At the production level, we are concerned with 
things like performance, health and predictability 
all through the system.

In both cases, these quality factors can be af-
fected by management decisions throughout the 
production chain – including management deci-
sions at the cow-calf and stocker levels.

Furthermore, consumers have become more 
environmentally conscious. Th ey are more closely 
scrutinizing agricultural practices that aff ect air 
and water quality and animal well-being. Although 
these factors may or may not directly aff ect the 
safety and quality of beef, they impact public 
perceptions of the beef industry, which may alter 
consumer acceptance of beef products.

Beef Quality Assurance is a proven system 
of sensible management practices that will help 
further strengthen consumer confi dence in beef 
products. Adopting BQA principles is a proactive 
way to implement a philosophy of Total Quality 
Management (TQM) into a beef operation and ad-
dress quality and safety issues.

BQA can also help a producer become more 
competitive. Active participation in this program is 
benefi cial as the world’s image of beef originating 
from the United States is enhanced.

Helping to ensure food safety and quality from 
the producer to the consumer requires everyone 
involved with beef production to follow regulatory 
guidelines for product use and to utilize BQA Best 
Management Practices. 

Minnesota Beef Council: 
It's all about consumer confi dence
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 yvette@vanderbrinkauctions.com

Y v e t t e  V a n D e r B r i n k ,  A u c t i o n e e r

507-673-2517 or 
605-201-7005

Land  Estates
Collections

Auctions of
All Kinds!

Enogen Feed corn
Enogen Feed corn features a higher concentration of alpha-
amylase than any other commercially available corn hybrids, 

which helps break down starch more effectively and may 
result in a more digestible feed ration. 

              Contact:   

Bob Wolf at 
County Seed, Inc.

507-483-2442
507-920-5155

ctyseed@gmail.com

Stop in
See us.

andStop in
See us.
pp and

Sudenga Communications
507-283-0066   626 S. Kniss - Suite 101

Need a
NEW PHONE

or TABLET

SPRING 
PLANTING?

before

Howes Oil Company has been delivering gas, diesel and diesel 
exhaust fluid (DEF) to farms in Minnesota, Iowa and 

South Dakota since 1938. When you need fuel or DEF 
this spring, please call us at

AG FUELS ROCK COUNTY.
WE FUEL AG.

605-201-2391605-201-2391

Marilyn Bloemendaal, CPCU

Steve Smedsrud, CIC

Cory Bloemendaal, CIC

24/7 . . . Rain or Shine . . .
Your local, independent 

agent will be there.   

By Lori Sorenson
Rural Beaver Creek cattle 

producers with Blac-X Farms 
received national recognition 
from their peers this year for 
quality beef production.

Jay and Suzie Bakken and 
Peter and Carrie Bakken trav-
eled to Phoenix, Arizona, Jan. 
30-Feb. 1, to accept the National 
Feed Yard Beef Quality Assur-
ance award at the 2018 National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
Convention.

Th e award an “outstanding” 
operation that demonstrates 
“animal care and handling prin-
ciples as a part of its day-to-day 
operations.” 

‘At the end of the day, it’s 
about doing the right thing’

Th e Bakkens said they’re 
honored by the recognition, but 
they said the award is a broader 
refl ection of the beef industry’s 
eff orts to ensure quality.

“It’s about our consum-
ers and making sure we have a 
standard set of animal handling 

practices to assure quality and 
safe beef for the consumer,” Jay 
said.

“Consumers today — es-
pecially millennials — want to 
know where their food comes 
from, which is why farmers 
markets and ‘grow local’ are 

so popular. Th is gives us an 
opportunity to show that we’re 
real people doing real work to 
produce real food to go on their 
plates.”

He said the national recog-
nition is a privilege and respon-
sibility. “It’s up to us to tell the 

story about what beef produc-
ers in Rock County and every-
where are doing,” Jay said. 

“At the end of the day it’s 
about doing the right the thing.”

Getting the message right
Telling the story is part of 

the reason the Bakkens were 
nominated for the national 
award.

“BLAC-X Farms Inc. is not 
afraid to open their doors to 
the public. Th ey host on-farm 
tours for community members, 
schools and industry profes-
sionals,” said Minnesota Beef 
Council Director Karen Schae-
fer. 

“Th ey are also willing 
to collaboratively work with 
researchers to demonstrate 
that BQA best management 
practices do have a return on 
investments and add value to 
their operation.”

She also pointed out that 
the Bakkens participate in the 
Discovery Farms Program in 
Minnesota where they opened 

It takes a village: Beef quality involves

Lori Sorenson photo/0208 bakken beef award

Peter (left) and Jay Bakken are fi lmed in October for a video about 
their operation that was recognized in Feburary by the National 
Cattlemen's Association for Beef Quality Assurance,

“At the end of 
the day it’s 

about doing 
the right thing.”

— Jay Bakken,
Blac-X Farms,
BQA certifi ed 
beef producer
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THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Let us help you cover all you’ve 
worked so hard to build.

On a farm, you  
don’t work 9 to 5.  

Neither do we. 

Dave Gangestad, Lisa Diekmann and Tim Knoll

THE ESTENSON 
COMPANY, INC.
Luverne MN • 507-283-2386

tknoll@iw.net

• Commercial • Annuities 
• Life/Disabilities 

• Long Term Care • Home 
• Auto • Health • Farm

THE ESTENSON COMPANY, INC.

Now is the time to list your home!
We have buyers.
Call us today!

Dave Hup
Broker/Owner
507-920-5910

dave.landandhome@
gmail.com

117 East Main Street • Luverne, MN
Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

For all our listings visit 
LuverneLandandHome.com

RE/MAX Land and Home
507-449-6111

For a
LuverneL

Billy Cowell
Realtor/Owner
605-254-5450

billy.landandhome@
gmail.com

their farm to on-site research 
looking at water quality. 

Data collected over the 
course of seven years is utilized 
to determine best management 
strategies for managing water 
run-off , manure and the envi-
ronment.

“Th e Bakkens continually 
participate in the SD Adopt a 
Farmer program, where farmers 
and ranchers have built special 
relationships with students 
across the state and shared 
information about agriculture 
through their Adopt-A-Farmer 
program,” Schaefer said. 

“Th e program produced 

producers, veterinarians, nutritionists ...

several videos, including daily 
operations on the Bakken farm, 
such as vaccinating cattle pro-
cedures, manure management 
and animal care.”

‘Protocol developed by 
cattlemen for cattlemen’

Beef Quality Assurance 
(BQA) is a nationally coordinat-
ed, state implemented program 
that provides guidelines and 
certifi cation for raising cattle 
under optimum management 
and environmental conditions. 

Beef Quality Assurance image

Thanks to thorough record-keeping, Peter and Jay Bakken learned that cattle fared better in their open feedlot design than if they'd been sheltered. Due to good feedlot 
management, they kept the impact of poor weather days to a minimum and were able to capitlize on good weather resulting in healthier cattle overall.

Beef Quality Assurance/see  26

“We want to assure 
our consumers that 
we’re doing a good 

job in providing 
them a safe, whole-

some product."

— Dr. Erin deKoning,
Rock Veterinary 

Clinic, trainer for 
BQA certifi cation
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507-442-4341

STORE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY | 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • SATURDAY | 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

SUNDAY | Closed

Quality Fresh Meats
Luverne, MN

507-449-0039
Worthington - 507-376-4001

Steaks * Chops * Roast
Hamburger

We also carry 
Beef Jerky * Cheese 

* Sliced Meats * Chicken

Quality hand-cut daily

STOP IN & 
SEE US!

Real Estate Retrievers

Luverne Offi ce
507-283-4216

Hills Offi ce
507-962-3433

Free market analysis
of your home!

www.RealEstateRetrievers.com

Rewards you with

RESULTS

Gene Aanenson
Realtor®

507-920-9920

Deb Aanenson
Broker Associate/Realtor/Offi ce Manager

507-920-9921

Keith Elbers
Realtor®

507-920-6131

Jen Rolfs
Realtor®

507-227-2985

wwwwwwwwwwwwww RRRRRRRRRRReeeeeeaaaaaallllllllEEEEEEEEEsssssttttttttaaaaaattttttteeeeeeeRRRRRRReeeeeeeetttt
Matt Larson, Broker

Keith Elbers, AUCTIONEER/REAL ESTATE SALES 
Lic #67-62

www.ElbersAuction.com

Compare what we offer with 
other agencies and you’ll soon 

Realize That Real Estate 
Retrievers is working for you. 

Stressed livestock are more likely to injure 
themselves, their handlers, and are more dif-
fi cult to work with. 

Stockmanship training for workers 
handling livestock can be key to preventing 
injuries.

Th ere may also be changes producers can 
make in buildings, gates, and working areas 
that will minimize distractions and startling 
objects. 

Producers are encouraged to check their 
buildings and equipment to keep themselves 
and their animals safe.

Th e list below off ers a few things to check 
to ensure safe animal handling:

•Do all workers receive appropriate stock-
manship training to handle livestock?

•Are the working lanes toward chutes 
curved?

•Are livestock able to follow other animals 
ahead of them when being worked or moved?

•Is lighting uniform to prevent large shad-
ows in barns and working areas?

•Are you minimizing strange sights, like 
random coats, coff ee mugs, or tools, when 
working cattle?

•Do loading ramps and chutes have solid 
sidewalls to prevent distractions?

•Is the fl oor uniform with enough trac-
tion? Cattle will balk at changes in color, 
texture, or depth.

•Are your alleys adequate? Cattle move 
uphill easier than down, as long as the slope of 
the ramps is no more than 20 degrees.

Mavis Fodness photo/0222 Ag Tab TQA

Kelly Leuthold pushes market steers to the front of the semitrailer Feb. 15 near Steen.

Farm safety check: L ivestock 
facilities and handling safety
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BANK NAME

BANKING
On A First Name Basis

© Vic Jacquot

The Impact Of Agriculture
            rom our nation’s earliest days, Agriculture has played a major
           role in the United States economy. America’s Farmers and
       Ranchers cultivate the soil, plant the crops and raise the 
livestock necessary for our nation’s food supply.

Today more than 21 million American workers produce, process 
and sell the nation’s food and fiber. As an Ag Bank, we consider it a 
privilege to be involved in financing agriculture. If we can be of help to 
you, come see us.

F 

State Bank of Lismore
www.statebankofl ismore.com

South Hwy. 75
Luverne, MN

507-283-8383
or

1-800-258-4471
E-mail:

info@Cattnach.com

It’s Your Farm - Protect It!

Have a safe planting season.

 • Auto • Home • Commercial • Long Term Care • Investments • 
• Farm • Crop • Hail • Life • Health • Disability Income •         

Every farm operation is different. That’s why 
we take the time to understand your needs.

By Mavis Fodness
Hills livestock hauler 

Kelly Leuthold considers 
himself an animal activist.

“PETA (People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals) is always pushing for 
better treatment,” he said. 
“Producers who do the 
quality assurance program 
show groups they are treating 
animals humanely.”

Leuthold joins the hu-
mane treatment of livestock 
through leading by example.

He fi rst completed train-
ing on safe animal transport 
in 1996 while working for 
pork producer Christensen 
Farms.

Leuthold continued the 
safe procedures years later 
when he started his own busi-
ness, Leuthold & Sons, near 
Hills.

“Every day we fi nd out 
bad things that happen in the 
livestock industry,” he said. 
“We need to promote the 
good.”

Among Leuthold & Sons’ 
fi ve semitrailers they trans-
port hogs, cattle and sheep 
almost a half million miles 
annually.

Understanding animal 
behavior and applying hu-
mane handling techniques 
builds trust between him and 
the producers he serves.

“You are handling the 

Raising the standard
Hills livestock hauler certifi ed in transport quality assurance

Mavis Fodness photo/0222 Ag Tab TQA

Kelly Leuthold, owner of Leuthold & Sons out of Hills, is certifi ed to haul hogs under the National Pork Board’s Transportation Quality 
Assurance standards. The same humane standards are also applied to the transport of cattle and sheep even though these livestock 
industries don’t mandate such certifi cation. That may soon change, however, as the beef industry considers a move in that direction. Leuthold TQA/see page 10
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TRACTOR - TRACKS 
CIH Steiger 420 Quad RowTrac, ‘14, 835 hrs, lux cab, full guidance ,Hi Flow, 
PTO, 3 Pt., 18” tracks - includes 48/1200 additional Powertrain warranty (424117) 
$249,900.00 
CIH Steiger 450 Quad RowTrac, ‘14, 775 hrs, lux cab, susp cab, 10 HIDs, side HIDs, 
full guidance, 3pt, PTO, high fl ow, 5 remotes, drive wheel scrapers, 120” spacers, 18” 
Camso tracks, tow cable, includes 48/1200 additional Powertrain warranty (B090907) 
$268,500.00 
CIH STX 450 Quadtrac, ‘05, 4330 hrs, new transmission w/ warranty, new 30” Soucy 
HD tracks, Full Autoguidance, very nice $145,000.00 
CIH 470 QuadTrac RowTrac, ‘14, 1269 hrs, luxury performance cab, 7 HIDs + side 
HIDs, full guidance, twin fl ow w/ 6 remotes, power beyond, PTO, diff lock, drive 
wheel scrapers, 24” tracks w/ wide undercarriage,  front bumper weight, radar, dual 
beacons, cold weather start pkg, in excellent condition (ZEF300845) $269,500.00 
CIH Steiger 620 Quad, ‘15, 1245 hrs, lux perf cab, 4 HIDs, HID side lights, full guid-
ance, high fl ow, 6 remotes, power beyond, 1000 PTO, diff lock, NEW 30” tracks, PT 
warranty (A352217) $307,900.00 
CIH 620 Quad, ‘15, 1520 hrs, lux perf cab, 10HIDs + side HIDs, full guidance, twin 
fl ow w/ 6 remotes, power beyond, PTO, diff lock, drive wheel scrapers, 36” tracks, PT 
warranty (ZEF303204) $315,000.00 
TRACTOR - 4WD 
IH 6588, 7500 Hrs, TA & Clutch OK; Injection pump done; 18.4X38 bias ply Tires, 
rear duals with 9 bolt hubs $16,200.00 
CIH 9230 5894 hrs,, 95, 18.4x38 duals, 3 pt. PTO, PS , Row Crop Special 
(JEE0033860) $57,500.00 
CIH 9370, ‘96, 3835 hrs, 520/85R42 Firestone radial duals (approx 70%), 12 spd man-
ual, bareback (JEE0037116), farmer owned, in EXCELLENT condition $54,900.00 
Case IH Stieger 350, ‘13, guidance ready,546 hrs, pto, lux cab, 520/85R46 
(ZDF134937) $199,500.00 
CaseIH Steiger 350 HD, ‘14, 1024 hrs, lux cab, susp cab, elec mirrors, 10 HIDs + 
side HIDs, full guidance, high fl ow, 4 remotes, 1000 PTO, diff lock, 480/95R50s 
$189,500.00 
CIH Steiger 370 HD, ‘17, 275 hrs, lux performance cab, performance lighting, LED 
side worklight pkg, single beacon light, full guidance, cold weather pkg, std drawbar, 
high fl ow w/ 4 remotes, power beyond, 1000 PTO, diff lock, 480/80R50 Firestone 
duals, radar (ZGF311208) $234,900.00 
CIH Steiger 370 HD, ‘17, approx 400 hrs, lux performance cab, performance lighting, 
LED side worklight pkg, single beacon light, full guidance, cold weather pkg, std draw-
bar, high fl ow w/ 4 remotes, power beyond, 1000 PTO, diff lock, 480/80R50 Firestone 
duals, radar (ZGF311214) $234,900.00 
CIH STX325, ‘05, 2075 hrs, 520/85R42 Firestones, 24spd man trans, 4 hyd, deluxe 
cab, bareback (JEE0106223) $95,000.00 
CIH STX375, ‘01, 5,954 Hours, PS, HD-Diff Locks, Ballast Pkg, 4 Hyd -High Hyd 
55GPM, 520X46, bareback, Excellent Shape (JEE0097575) $72,500.00 
CIH Steiger 580 HD, ‘17, approx 400 hrs, luxury performance cab, performance light-
ing pkg, side LED lights, single beacon, full guidance, 6 remotes, diff lock, Firestone 
800/70R38s, radar, 1 owner local trade farmer owned, like new! (ZGF311100) 
$329,500.00 
 TRACTOR - MFD 
Agco DT200A , ‘08, 2100 hrs, CVT, westendorf FM 750 loader and grapple, duals, frt 
fenders, (5268010) $89,500.00 
CIH Farmall 110A, ‘17, 67 hrs, MFD, cab, air susp seat, 40kph trans, 16 x 8 power 
shuttle, 2 remotes, 98” bar axle, 18.4 x 38s, front fenders, loader ready, wheel weights, 
warranty $64,500.00 
NEW CIH Farmall 120U, ‘18, MFD, cab, suspended high vis cab, performance 
monitor with ISO, premium air seat, 3 rear remotes, 2 midmount valves with joystick, 
540/1000 PTO, HD MFD axle w/ diff lock, 460/85R34 rear singles, HD rear fl ange 
axle, front & rear fenders, loader ready, 4 LED lights, 6 rear wheel weights, HD brake 
discs, 200 amp alternator - CALL FOR SPECIAL RATES call for pricing
CIH Magnum 7140 MFD,’93, 18.4x42  rear duals, Front Fenders, 4sp rev,18 frt wghts, 
5790 hrs ( JJA0046893 ) $49,500.00 
CIH Magnum 8930, MFD, ‘98, 20.8 x 42, 16.9 x 30, 4 sp reverse, 7720 hrs, 
(JJA0089972) $49,500.00 
CIH Magnum 225 CVT,’13 , 1060 hrs, Frt Susp , Susp Cab, 360 HID , lux cab, rear 
duals,frt fenders,540/1000 pto , guidance ready, 50k, ( ZDRH05024 ) $139,500.00 
CIH Magnum 225 CVT ‘14, 1034 hours, lux cab, full guidance, hi fl ow hyd, 4 
remotes, frt fenders, sus cab, 10 suitcase weights, 2 rear weights, 480/80r46 rear duals, 
380/85r34 front (710879) - includes 48/1200 hours additional Powertrain warranty 
$147,900.00 
CIH Magnum 235, ‘13, 1361 hrs, lux cab, susp cab, HIDs, hi fl ow, 4 hyd, 1000 PTO, 
afs ready, 480/80R50 rear duals, frt singles (ZCRD07283) $99,500.00 
CIH Magnum 235, ‘14,540/1000 PTO,dlx cab, quidance ready , high fl ow , 480/80/
R46 rear duals, 830 hrs (ZERD01123) $125,500.00 
CIH Magnum 250, ‘15, 1200 hrs, 480/80R50s, frt singles, high fl ow, 4 hyd, std MFD 
(749117) - includes 60/1500 hours additional Powertrain warranty $145,000.00 
CIH Magnum 260, ‘12 ,1780 hrs delux cab, dual beacon, 18 frt wghts, 5 remotes, 
1000 PTO, guid ready, 380/90/54 rear duals, 380/80/R38 frt singles, (ZBRD08681) 
$129,500.00 
CIH Magnum 260 ‘12, 1128 Hours, Susp Frt, Luxury, Susp Cab, 540/1000, HD 
Drawbar,380/85R34 Frt Duals,480/80R46, 4 HYD,Pro 700, NavII (ZBRD08365)
cenex oil warranty till Jan 21 2021 $135,000.00 
CIH Magnum 260 ‘13, 1230 Hours, Luxury Susp Cab, 540/1000, High Flow Hyd, 
380/80R38 Frt Duals,380/90R54, 4 hyd, Pro700, NavII, (ZCRD05871)cenex oil war-
ranty till 8-20-2022 $135,000.00 
CIH Magnum 260, ‘14, 695 hrs, 480/80R46 rear duals, 380/80R34 frt duals, standard 
MFD, hi fl o, 4 hyd, 360 HID pkg, full guidance, 540/1000, front fenders, weights, 
includes 48/1200 additional Powertrain warranty, (B381017) $139,900.00 
CIH Magnum 260, ‘13, 1461 hrs, 480/80R46 rear duals, 380/85R34 frt duals, lux cab, 
susp cab, 360 HIDs, leahter seats, full guidance, HD drawbar, hi fl ow w/ 4 remotes, 
power beyond, 540/1000, std MFD, front fenders, front & rear weights (C105887)
(ZDRD02990) - includes 36/900 additional Powertrain warranty $138,900.00 
CIH Magnum 280, ‘15, 670 hrs, 480/80R50 rear duals, 420/85R34 frt duals, lux perf 
cab, full guidance, std hyd pump, 4 hyd, 1000 PTO, susp MFD, weights, includes 
60/1500 additional Powertrain warranty (624117) $169,900.00 
CIH Magnum 290, ‘13, 950 hrs, 480/80R50 rear duals, 380/38 front duals, luxury 
cab, susp cab, front HID light, fenders, front & rear weights, high fl ow with 4 remotes, 
540/1000 PTO, HD drawbar(zcrd08826) (1-BAK-290) $134,900.00 
CIH Magnum 290, ‘13, 1225 hrs, 480/80R50 rear duals, 380/80R38 frt duals, lux cab, 
susp cab, HIDs, 540/1000, full guidance, high fl ow, 4 hyd, susp MFD, front fenders, 
includes 36/900 additional Powertrain warranty (B832217) $149,500.00 
CIH Magnum 290, ‘13, 905 hrs, 480/80R50 Michelins, 380/80R38 frt duals, lux cab, 
susp cab, HIDs, 1000 PTO, weights, high fl ow, 5 hyd, full guidance, susp MFD, front 
fenders, nice clean tractor! - includes 36/900 additional Powertrain warranty (147017) 
$144,900.00 
CIH Magnum 290, 13, 955 hrs, 480/80/R50 Lux Cab, susp. cab, frt duals, full 
guidance,5 remotes, 3 PTO’s, 50K - includes 36/900 additional Powertrain warranty 
(664117) (ZDRD06780) $152,500.00 
CIH Magnum 290, ‘12, 940 hrs, 380/80R38 Frt Duals, 480/80R50 Rear Duals, PS, 4 
Hyd, HD MFD, 1000 PTO, afs ready, (ZCRD07083) $139,500.00 
CIH Magnum 310 , ‘17 450hrs. Lux Cab , Suspended cab and ft. axle 540/1000 pto, 5 
rear outlets,50K trans, (ZGRF05022) $208,000.00 
CIH Magnum 310, ‘15, 758 hrs, 23spd PS, lux perf cab, full guidance, HD drawbar, 

hi fl ow w/ 5 remotes, power beyond, 1000 PTO, susp MFD, 480/80R50 rear duals, 
420/85R34 front duals, front & rear weights - includes 60/1500 additional Powertrain 
warranty (C709157)(ZERF08349) $182,500.00 
CIH Magnum 310, ‘15, 929 hrs, 23spd PS, lux perf cab, full guidance, HD drawbar, 
hi fl ow w/ 5 remotes, power beyond, 1000 PTO, susp MFD, 480/80R50 rear duals, 
420/85R34 front singles, front & rear weights - includes 60/1500 additional Powertrain 
warranty (C469117)(ZERF08443) $194,000.00 
CIH Magnum 315, ‘14, 1200 hrs, luxury cab, elec mirrors, front & rear HIDs, single 
beacon, luruxy positive response seat, full guidance, severe duty fuel fi lter, block heater, 
19 spd powershift, radar, HD drawbar, high fl ow w/ 4 remotes, 1000 PTO, Firestone 
480/80R50 rear duals, 380/80R38 front duals, front fenders, 10 front weights, 2000# 
rear weights, AM/FM/Bluetooth (ZERD01518) $149,500.00 
CIH Magnum 315, ‘13, 1600 hrs, dlx cab, MFD, front & rear duals, susp cab, front & 
rear weights, HD drawbar (1-JBC-JAYCOX) $139,500.00 
CIH Magnum 315, ‘14, 740 hrs, lux cab, susp cab, HIDs, full guidance, hi fl o, 5 hyd, 
1000 PTO, weights, 480/80R50 rear duals, 420/85R34 front duals, susp MFD, includes 
48/1200 additional Powertrain warranty (B486987) $169,500.00 
CIH Magnum 315, ‘14, 1950 hrs, dlx cab, susp cab, F & R duals (all new Firestones), 
weights, 1000 PTO, hi fl o, afs ready, 4 hyd(3 available) $139,500.00 
CIH Magnum 315, ‘14, 1950 hrs, dlx cab, susp cab, F & R duals (all new Firestones), 
weights, 1000 PTO, hi fl o, with guidance, 4 hyd (3 available) $149,500.00 
CIH Magnum 340, ‘13, 1635 hrs, lux cab, susp cab, high fl ow w/ 5 remotes, HD MFD, 
hyd trailer brakes, 1000 PTO, full guidance, severe duty fuel fi lter, electric mirrors, ra-
dar, block heater, front & rear HIDs, 19 spd powershift, AM/FM/Bluetooth, 480/80R50 
rear duals, 380/80R38 front duals, HD drawbar, front & rear weights, 1 owner local 
tractor in excellent shape (ZDRD02391) $164,900.00 
CIH Magnum 340, ‘15, 625 hrs, dlx cab, susp MFD, full guidance, 1000 PTO, 5 hyd, 
480/80R50 rear duals, 380/80R38 frt duals (Titan), front & rear weights - includes 
60/1500 additional powertrain warranty(948987) $189,500.00 
CIH Magnum 370 CVT, ‘14, 1300 hrs, lux susp cab, full guid, high fl ow, std MFD, 
1000 PTO, 480/80R50s, frt duals, weights - includes 48/1200 hours additional Pow-
ertrain warranty (967117) $185,000.00 
CIH Magnum 380 CVT, ‘15, 900 hrs, lux cab, 5 hyd, 480/80R50s, front duals, full 
guidance, weights - Includes 60/1500 additional Powertrain warranty (945217) 
$212,500.00 
CaseIH 105U , 2011 Dual speed PTO, Electric Hi/Lo transmission , L 750 loader ft. 
fenders , 843hrs. 460/85/30 rear tires $49,500.00 
CIH Maxxum 125 Multicontroller, ‘14, MFD, 274 hours, suspended deluxe cab, rotary 
beacons, grid heater, cold weather pkg, HD battery, fuel tank guard, 540/1000 PTO, 
460/85 rear singles, 380/85R28 front singles, front fenders, loader ready, rear wheel 
weights (ZEBE03419) $74,900.00 
CIH Maxxum 125, ‘13, mfd, 1373 hrs, 16x16, 540/1000, 3 remotes, , 460/85R38s, 
beacons, power beyond (ZDBE03407) $67,500.00 
CIH MX285, ‘05, MFD, 6334 hrs, susp front end, 480/80R46, 380/85R34 front duals, 
All fi restone rubber 75%, deluxe cab, high fl ow, 4 remotes, heavy duty drawbar, ez 
guide 500/ez steer (JAZ138299) $64,500.00 
NEW CIH Puma 185 CVT, ‘17, susp cab, deluxe fabric comfort pack, high vis roof, 
bluetooth radio, 8 LED worklights, beacon, high mount roadlight, 200 amp alternator, 
block/trans heater, independent swing HD drawbar, high fl ow w/ 4 remotes, power 
beyond, 520/85R42 rear singles, 420/85 front singles (all Michelin rubber), 112” bar 
axle, front fenders, rear fenders, loader ready, HD brake discs - CALL FOR SPECIAL 
RATES call for pricing
NEW CIH Puma 185 PS, ‘17, MFD, susp cab, active leather comfort pack, high vis 
roof, 14 LED worklights, 2 beacons, 200 amp alternator, high fl ow w/ 4 remotes, 
power beyond, 460/85R42 rear singles, 420/85R28 front singles, (all Firestone rubber) 
112” bar axle, front fenders, wide rear fenders, loader ready, extended life brakes, rear 
weights - CALL FOR SPECIAL RATES call for pricing
CIH Puma 185, ‘12, 1550 hrs, MFD, susp cab, 540/1000 PTO, 380/90R46 rear duals, 
380/85R30 singles, extremity light pkg, heated front & rear window, 200 amp alterna-
tor, high capcity hyd pump, 112” bar axle, rear HID worklights, power beyond, rear 
wheel weights, CIH L750 loader with bucket, very clean tractor $99,500.00 
John Deere 7930 IVT, ‘09, 1536 hrs, MFWD w/ ILS, Autotrac, Deluxe Command 
Cab, Active seat, 380/90R54 rear duals, 380/80R38 fronts, rock box, fenders 
$118,900.00 
Kubota BX2360, ‘11, 180 hrs, 4wd, diesel, 3 pt, pto, 60” deck, joystick, turf tires 
$8,950.00 
Kubota BX2360, ‘13, 120 hrs, 23 hp diesel, mfd, loader, R4 tires, 3 point, mid pto 
$10,995.00 
Kubota B2601, ‘16, 5 hrs, 26hp diesel, mfd, loader, R4 tires, 3pt, PTO $18,500.00 
New Holland T6050 Elite, ‘08, 4168 hrs, 16 Spd Power Command, 540/1000, 2 hydr 
remotes, 18.4x38, 14.9x28, Miller GP30 loader w/ 8’ HD bucket, joystick $53,900.00 
New Holland T4050 ‘10,3663 Hours,16/16 Power Shuttle,540/1000,Loader 
w/80”Bucket&Spear&Forks,Cab H&AC,280/85R24 420/85R30 (Z9JA00678) 
$34,500.00 
TRACTOR - 2WD 
Ferguson TO-20, ‘49, 11.2-28 rears 95%, 3pt, pto (TO-8683) with 3pt sprayer 
$2,500.00 
Case IH JX 65, 2 wd, 725 hrs, Bulter Loader, $18,500.00 
International 300 with loader and bucket, new tires $3,500.00 
SKID STEERS, TELEHANDLERS, EXCAVATORS, BACKHOES 
Boxer 526DX walk behind skid steer, trencher, bucket, 585 hrs, bucket 2007, (2421) 
$16,500.00 
Bobcat MT 52 Walk Behind Skid Steer,36” Bucket,1014 hrs 2009 (A3WR12543) 
$17,950.00 
Bobcat 543B 2300hrs. ‘84 (511111598) $9,900.00 
Bobcat S-185,’04, Std Controls, , cab, heat, 1770 hrs ( 525017595) $18,500.00 
Bobcat S250, ‘08, ACS Controls, 2 spd, 7018 hrs, power bobtach, cab w/ heat, radio, 
(530918677) $16,900.00 
Bobcat S250, ‘10, 905 hrs, H51 pkg, ACS controls, 2 spd, Kubota diesel, power 
Bobtach, cab w/ heat, good rubber - in excellent condition!! $29,500.00 
Bobcat S570, ‘14, 2230 hrs, A71, power bobtach, Cab/AC, 2 spd, blk heater, ACS, Air 
Ride Seat, New Tires (ALM411239) $28,500.00 
Bobcat S590, ‘14, A51, Std Controls, Cab/AC, 2 spd, blk heater, power Bobtach, radio, 
3500 Hours, Tires 70% (AR9R11346) $27,900.00 
Bobcat S590, ‘14, A71, ACS, 2-Speed, Power Tach, Radio, Air Ride Seat, 1150 Hours, 
(AR9R11263)  $33,500.00 
Bobcat S650, ‘16, 1299 hours, ACS controls, H51 pkg, 2 speed, power Bobtach, cab 
w/ heat (ALJ818433), remaining warranty $34,900.00 
Bobcat S650, ‘15, 2884 hrs, H51, ACS controls, 2 spd, power Bobtach, cab w/ heat, 33 
x 12-16.5 tires, engine & driveline warranty to 3000 hours or June 2018 (ALJ814665) 
$27,900.00 
Bobcat S650, ‘10, 775 hrs, A51, 2 speed, power Bobtach, cab w/ AC, SJC controls, 
ride control, radio, Kubota engine (A3NV12316) $36,900.00 
Bobcat S650, ‘12, A71 pkg, 342 hrs, Selectable Joystick control, 2 spd, 33x15.5-16.5 
fl otation tires, radio, air ride seat, power bobtach, like new, Kubota engine (A3NV162 
$37,900.00 
Bobcat S750, ‘13, 1681 hrs, A71 pkg, ACS controls, cab w/ heat & A/C, deluxe panel, 
sound reduction, 2 spd, block heater, air ride seat, radio, iT4 Kubota engine, nice 
machine (ATDZ12108) $32,500.00 
Bobcat S750, ‘14, 1608hrs, A71 pkg, std controls, cab w/ heat & AC, deluxe panel, 
sound reduction, 2 spd, block heater, iT4 Kubota engine (ATDZ13407) $32,500.00 
Bobcat S850, ‘11, A71pkg, 2000 hrs, std controls, 2 sp,radio, air ride control 

$39,950.00 
Bobcat T450, ‘16, cab/heat/ac, A-81 pkg., 123 hrs, bobtach, keyless (AUVP12707 ) 
$39,950.00 
Bobcat T 590,’15, H51, Radio, 1005 hrs ( ALJU14660 ) $36,500.00 
Bobcat T250, 06, std controls,2925 hrs, new reman bobcat engine, radio, heat/ac, 
bobtach, newer tracks (531811163) $28,500.00 
Bobcat T650, ‘16, 955 hrs, A71 pkg, deluxe cab, sound reduction, std controls, 2 speed, 
radio, 12” tracks (ALJG16790) $42,500.00 
Bobcat T870, ‘14, 825 hrs, iT4, A91 pkg, SJC controls, air ride seat, power bobtach, 
deluxe panel, sound reduction, radio, 2 speed, attachment control $62,500.00 
Case 410, ‘05, 989 hrs, new 10-16.5 tires, ROPS w/ poly sides, aux hyd, very well 
maintained and in excellent condition!  $18,900.00 
Case 435, ‘09, cab w/ heat, with bucket (N8M482706) $22,500.00 
Case 465, ‘05, 2022 hrs, cab w/ heat & A/C, mechanical Case hand controls, power 
quicktach, HD tires, bucket included, 88hp, 3000# ROC, nice machine $27,500.00 
CASE SV250, ‘12, 1600 Hours, AC/Heat, Manual-Tach, E-H Controls, 2-Speed 
Perform Pkg, Radio (JAFSV250TCM460699) $29,000.00 
Case SV300,’14, 2105 hrs, cab,air,heat,perform pkg, 2 spd,radio, NEW tires, new door 
(NEM470200) $34,500.00 
Case TR270, ‘14, 425 hrs, cab/heat/ac, radio,2 sp, quik tach, new tracks (NEM482396) 
$45,000.00 
Cat 257B, ‘13, track loader, 2 speed, cab, ac, 72” bucket, 925 hrs $36,500.00 
JCB 260 eco, (2196596) 2014, 2000 hr, ISO control, cab w/AC, reverse fan, hyd quick 
tach, tires 90%, 2600# lIFT, 74hp, $34,500.00 
Kubota SSV65HC, ‘16, 2390 hrs, 2 speed, cab, ac, hydraulic quicktach $26,500.00 
Kubota SVL95-2SHFC, ‘16, 18” tracks, Cab, Hyd QA, High Flow, Radio, 480 Hours 
(SN 32252) $59,500.00 
Case 580SN,’11, 1450 hrs, Cab/heat/ac, extendahoe, 4wd, pilot controls, ride control, 
stab pads (705777) $69,500.00 
Case 580 SM, ‘07, 4218 hrs, extendahoe, 4wd, pilot controls, cab/heat/ac, 92” loader 
bucket, 24” bkt, 12”bkt, ride control $44,000.00 
Doosan DL200TC-3 payloader, 200 hrs, hydra load isolation system, JRB style quick 
coupler, 2.5yd GP bucket, 60” pallet forks, like new $129,500.00 
DISK 
CIH 496 Disk, Cushion Gang, ‘89, 3 bar, 33’ , disk blades measure 19.75 
(JAG0156373) $13,500.00 
CIH RMX340, 34’, ‘10, cush, 3 bar , 9” spacing, 21.5” blades (JFH0044104) 
$39,500.00 
CIH RMX340, 34’, ‘11, cush, 3 bar , 9” spacing, (JFH0049350) $35,000.00 
CASEIH RMX 340, 25’, ‘10, 3-Bar harrow ,8 bolt main hubs and truck 
tires (JFH0044000) $26,250.00 
CASEIH RMX 340, 25’, ‘05, 20.5-21” Blades, 3-Bar harrow (JFH0025252) 
$23,500.00 
CIH RMX 340 True tandem, 28’, ‘10, 3 bar harrow, hyd leveling, cushion gang, single 
point depth, blades sharpened this Fall (JFH0045558) $25,000.00 
CIH RMX 370, 34’, ‘10, cush, 3 bar, 9 “ spacing (JFH0046528 ) $40,000.00 
CIH RMX 370, 34’, ‘11, cush, 3 bar, 9” spacing (JFH0051779) $38,900.00 
CIH true tandem 330 34’, new blades, rolling basket $32,500.00 
CIH 345 True Tandem, 25ft, rolling basket, NEW AGED, two to choose from LN1226 
and LN1227 $43,000.00 
CIH 345 True Tandem, 28ft, rolling basket, NEW AGED, LN1157 $47,500.00 
Great Plains, SD2600, SHORT DISC, 26ft, rolling basket harrow, NEW AGED, 
LN1351 $59,400.00 
Great Plains ‘14 Turbo Max 3500  (GP-C1686H ) $55,000.00 
Great Plains , ‘07 Turbo Till, 40’, rolling basket (2682 NN) $32,500.00 
John Deere 637 Disk, ‘09, 45’2” width, 9” spacing, 5 section folding, pivoting caster 
wheels, in great shape $54,500.00 
Krause 7400, 45’, ‘06, 9” spacing, self levling hitch, lights, no welds or cracks, double 
fold, new scrapers $45,000.00 
Sunfl ower 1434-26, ‘06 cush, 20” blades (20060121) $29,500.00 
FIELD CULTIVATORS & FINISHERS 
CIH 4300, 38’, new 9” shovels, 3-bar adjustable harrow with all new teeth 
(JAG0623000) $6,000.00 
CIH 4900 35’, 3-bar adjustable harrow $6,950.00 
CIH 4900, 36.5’, 3-bar adjustable harrow $3,950.00 
CIH TMII, 34.5’, 4-Bar, ‘04, 7.3” Maxxi Point, Pivoting Stabilizer Wheels, Always 
Shedded (S/N JFH0035730) $29,000.00 
CIH TM 200 40’, ‘12, ACS basket $49,500.00 
CIH TM 200 50.5’, ‘12, ACS basket, pivoting stabilizer wheels (YBD057005) 
$54,500.00 
CIH TM 200 50.5’, ‘08, 4-bar (JFH0035623) $29,900.00 
CIH TM 200 50.5’, ‘14, 4-bar, pivoting stabilizer wheels, always shedded $44,500.00 
CIH TM 200 50.5’, ‘14, ACS basket, pivoting stabilizer wheels, 7.3” maxxi-point 
sweeps, double fold, in excellent condition (YDD069801) $59,500.00 
CIH TM 200 50.5’, ‘15, ACS basket, pivoting stabilizer wheels, 7.3” maxxi-point 
sweeps, double fold, in excellent condition (YED078490) $62,500.00 
Hesston 2224, 24’ fi eld cultivator, 3 bar adjustable mulcher $1,250.00 
John Deere 980, 44’, 3 bar harrow, newer sweeps, double fold, stabilizer wheels, single 
point depth control $9,750.00 
JOhn Deere 980, ‘00’ 40’ , 4 bar (013199) SOLD
DMI Tigermate, 36’, Blue, (523345) $10,500.00 
ROLLERS & CRUMBLERS 
CIH 110 - 50’ ACS rolling basket, in great shape $11,500.00 
Degelman 45’ fi eld roller, ‘08 $19,500.00 
DMI hitch to pull a crumbler, factory built, with hyd hoses, currently mounted on a 
DMI tigermate $600.00 
Shop Built Crumbler Hitch, black with hyd lines, was on a dmi 730 $700.00 
PLANTERS 
Kinze 2500 Twin Line 8/30, ‘96, Corn/Soybean disks, Finger pickup metering system, 
One season use on disk openers, Trash whippers, Planter Monitor (900857) $34,000.00 
CIH 900 12RN, semi mount, early riser monitor $4,500.00 
CIH 1200 16RN, ‘04, Pivot, sunco TW, universal display, (CBJ0018325) $42,000.00 
CIH 1200 16RN, ‘08, shut offs, (CBJ036088) $49,950.00 
CIH 1200 12/23 ,’04, New Pro 600, sunco trashwippers, New pump, 500 acres on 
openers ( CBJ022098 ) $45,000.00 
CIH 1200 16RN, ‘08, Bulk Fill, 20/20 Monitor with row sensors, New seed discs in 
2017(350 acres each), RMs, shut offs, great shape $42,500.00 
CIH 1200PT 12RN, ‘06, bulk seed, Yetter shark tooth, good condition, no dis-
play (CBJ025008) $34,500.00 
CIH 1250, 16RN, ‘09, bulk, liquid fertilizer, insecticide, updated mini-hoppers, spring 
DP, Yetter fl oating pin adjust TW, Pro600 monitor $39,900.00 
LIQUID APPLICATOR/FERTILIZER SPREADER/STRIP-TILL 
FAST 8118 ‘14, 1800 Gallon Tank, 40’/60’ Split, Raven Monitor, 5 Sections Shut-Offs, 
(8118-5167-0414) $42,500.00 
Loftness RC800 Fertilizer spreader - row crop type, 8 ton, hydraulic drive variable rate 
ready, hyd spinner, 80-120” spacing - NEW $21,900.00 
Unverferth NutriMax 60’ Liquid Fertilizer Applicator, 30” spacing, 23 coulter, 20” 
ripple blade, Ace pump, ISO, 380/90R46 duals, inductor tank - NEW WITH WAR-
RANTY $59,500.00 
Unverferth NutirMax 2600 Gallon Tank, 60’ Liquid Fertilizer Applicator, 30” spacings, 
23 coulters, 20” wavey coulter blades, ACE pump, ISO, 380/90x54, Inductor Tank, - 
NEW WITH WARRANTY $59,500.00 

Kruase Gladiator 1200-1630, ‘13, 6-Ton Montag, Rock Pts, Spring Reset, Scale, No 
monitor, 24.5” Coulters, (1647) $75,000.00  
SPRAYERS 
Demco Conquest 1100, ‘06, 60’ boom, manual fold, hyd pump, rinse, foamer, red 
(41427) $4,000.00 
Demco 1050, 60ft boom, Raven 440, triple nozzles, 38 Wheels, Hypro Pump, AGED 
NEW (LN699) $26,250.00 
Demco HT, ‘03, 60’1000 gal, ace pump, eductor, 13.6-38 Goodyear tires, adj axle, 
triple nozzle bodies, fl ush tank, in excellent condition! $12,500.00 
Hardi Nav, 1100 gallons, ‘07, 90’ boom, triplets, MT2405 monitor $14,900.00 
Hardi Navigator 4000, ‘11, 80’ boom, 1200 gal tank, adjustable axle, big diaphram 
pump freshly rebuilt, foamer, tank rinse, chem inductor, triple nozzle bodies, Hardi 
5500 monitor - unit is on customer’s farm $18,900.00 
Summers 1500 Ultra Super Sprayer, ‘05, 1500 gal, 80’ boom, rinse tank, 5 sections, 
380/90-R46 $17,500.00 
Top Air 1600, ‘05, 90’,New Pump,Rinse Tank,380X46 Duals,Triple Nozzles,5 
Sections,Independent Axle,MicroTrac 2405 Monitor (B21210124) $21,000.00 
Hardi Nav 1000,’98, 60’ boom, 1000 gallon $3,950.00 
Sprayer Specialties XLRD 1250. 60’ front fold boom, Raven 450,4 section,  Foamer, 
rinse, tank, cone inductor $8,500.00 
SEED TENDERS & WEIGH WAGONS 
Parker 1020 2 box seed tender, 6” conveyor, AGED NEW (LN1273) $15,450.00 
Parker 1020 2 box seed tender, 6” conveyor, AGED NEW (LN1274) $15,450.00 
Parker Talc and Graphite applictor, for seed tenders, AGED NEW, LN816 $950.00 
Unverferth BST3955 bulk seed tender - 8” x 21’ conveyor, bumper pull, deluxe 2520 
scale package (NEW 2017) $31,500.00 
ROTARY HOES 
Yetter 3530 Rotary Hoe, 30’, 3pt mounted, 2 new tires, NEW (1 available) $13,900.00 
HAY & FORAGE 
Befco Carted V Rake, 10 Wheel, kicker, hyd fold (231569) $1,750.00 
Bush Hog BSR10, 10 wheel suspension rake with cart, kicker wheel, ‘16, 1 available 
$7,300.00 
Bush Hog BSR12, 12 wheel suspension rake with cart, kicker wheel, ‘16, 1 available 
$8,250.00 
CASEIH MDX81 7’10” disc mower, ‘05 $6,950.00 
CaseIH RB565, 16’, YGN192213, spring ramp,in cab density,net and twine,endless 
belts,std monitor,21.5 tire, 4000 bales $38,000.00 
CASEIH 8380 ‘93, 16’, Double Auger, Rubber On Rubber, 540 PTO, (CFH0010245) 
$950.00 
John Deere 896 Rake $450.00 
IH Sickle mower, 3pt, wobble box, 7’ bar $400.00 
Artsway 72” Finish Mower, 3 pt. $750.00 
Rhino F-415 Bat wing mower, extra blades 2013 $13,500.00 
Gehl 2580 round baler, 4 x 5’, twine tie (12338) $7,950.00 
John Deere 265, 7’10” disc mower, ‘14, new blades, in excellent condition 
(XTEE400106) $9,500.00 
Kuhn GA4220 Gyrorake, NEW 2017 $8,995.00 
Kuhn GMD240 disc mower, 7’10” width, NEW 2017 $11,950.00 
Kuhn GMD280 disc mower, 9’3” width - NEW 2017 $12,950.00 
Kuhn SR110 rake, 10 wheel rake with kicker wheel - NEW 2018 call
Kuhn SR112 rake, 12 wheel rake with kicker wheel - NEW 2018 call
Kuhn SR310, ‘14, NEW UNIT, 10 wheel rake, walking tandems, factory warranty 
(C0520) $10,500.00 
NH 616 disc mower $4,750.00 
NH 616 disc mower, new knives and belt go with it, (654300) $5,250.00 
LAWN & GARDEN 
Bush Hog BHT55-1R Roto Tiller, 55” working width, 3pt, AGED NEW, LN486 
$2,300.00 
Bush Hog RT60G-1 Roto Tiller, 60”, 3 pt, pto slip clutch, forward tine, bought new in 
‘17,less than 2 hrs use(1HDGR1162840870) $1,900.00 
Bush Hog RDTH72 Finish Mower, 72” working width, 3pt, AGED NEW, LN882 
$2,500.00 
Cub Cadet 46” blade $295.00 
Cub Cadet LTX 1050,’12, 133 hrs, (1B162H30231) $1,900.00 
Cub Cadet Tank L-60 ‘10, 260 hrs. (5A229Z80019) $5,750.00 
Cub Cadet 2165 , 1590 hrs, 48” deck $695.00 
Cub Cadet RZT50, 50”, 303 hrs, Kawasaki engineUK $1,500.00 
Dixon ZTR 2560, ‘05, 60” zero turn, 895 hrs, 25hp Kohler gas engine $1,950.00 
Dixon ZTR 42 - 42” zero turn, 16hp Briggs gas engine, with bagger $1,950.00 
Dixon 4515B, 15hp Vanguard engine, ‘99, 42” zero turn $1,395.00 
Farm King 60” fi nish mower, Cat 1 3 pt hitch, green, in good condition $850.00 
Grasshopper 616, 48” side discharge deck, 16hp Briggs, single wheel in back, good 
tires $1,995.00 
Grasshopper 723K, 61” Hard Side Cab, Powerfold Deck, 1500 hours (Cab Is 1350 List 
Price/1250 Cash-No Labor) $5,850.00 
Grasshopper 60” Angle Broom $1,500.00 
Husqvarna 42” fabricated mower deck, used approximately 25 hours - came off 
YT42XLS $650.00 
John Deere LT180, hydro, 48” deck, 17hp V-twin just in
John Deere 757 Z-Trak, 25HP Kawasaki, 610 hrs $4,950.00 
John Deere 757, ‘07, 60”, 25 HP Kawasaki, 1100 Hours, Engine recent minor overhaul 
(TC0757B062121) $3,750.00 
John Deere X530 Multi Terrain, ‘12, 54” deck, power steering, hyd deck lift, diff lock, 
24 hp Kawasaki engine, 241 hours $4,500.00 
John Deere X534, All Wheel Steer, ‘12, 54” deck, power steering, hyd deck lift, diff 
lock, 26HP kawasaki engine, 242 hrs $4,950.00 
John Deere X540 Multi Terrain, ‘08, 54” deck, power steering, hyd deck lift, diff lock, 
good tires, small crack on hood, 640 hrs $3,750.00 
John Deere Z820A 2009,60’’,,600 hrs. $3,250.00 
John Deere Z925A, ‘12, 605 Hrs, 27HP, 54” Deck, 3-Bag Vac System (1TC925AF-
CBT020135) $4,500.00 
Kubota GR2110, ‘08, 21 hp diesel, 54” deck, glide steer, 700 hrs $2,950.00 
Kubota BX2360, ‘11, 180 hrs, 4wd, diesel, 3 pt, pto, 60” deck, joystick $8,950.00 
Kubota T2080 , ‘16, 69 hrs - 42” tractor style mower, with bagger, mulching kit - like 
new condition coming in
Kubota ZG327, 09, 640 hours, 60” pro deck, very nice shape $6,000.00 
Kubota ZG123S, ‘13, 69 hrs, 48” zero turn $3,750.00 
Kubota ZG227-54, ‘09, 47 hrs, 27 hp gas, direct drive, 54” ProDeck (12416) $5,250.00 
Kubota Z725KH-60, ‘14, 498 hours, 25hp Kohler gas, zero turn, 60” deck $5,500.00 
Kubota Z725KH-60, ‘14, 405 hours, 25hp Kohler gas, zero turn, 60” deck $5,500.00 
Kubota ZD326-60, ‘08, 365 hrs, 26 hp diesel zero turn, 60” Prodeck $8,950.00 
Landpride FDR2584, ‘09, 3pt, 84” Finish Mower, 540 PTO $1,950.00 
LandPride RTA1250 rear tiller, forward rotation, 50” width, 3pt mount, 5 yr gearbox 
warranty - NEW (2 available) $2,129.00 
LandPride RTA1258 rear tiller, forward rotation, 58” width, 3pt mount, 5 yr gearbox 
warranty - NEW $2,317.00 
John Deere 48” tiller, Cat 1 3pt mount, 1 season on new tines, green, in great shape 
$995.00 
Simplicity Colt ZT 2148, ‘05 48” (494) $2,950.00 
Snapper 200Z, Zero Turn, 42” (898106) $1,300.00 
Snapper Pro 2006 25Hp kohler, 61” deck, zero turn, 1079 hours $3,250.00 
Toro Snowblower CCR 1000 E, $125.00 

Luverne
507-283-2319

Mark Ommen, Ray Wieneke, 
Rick Richters, Scott Boelman, 

Brett Hood

Worthington
507-376-3147

Chad Jaycox, Todd Juber, 
Corey Reker, David Soderholm, 

Malik Sampson, Deron Soderholm

Lake Park
712-832-3151
Curt Harms, Ron Hegel, 

Trent Morphew, Nathan Olsem,
Mark Hickerson
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• Renovations    
• Remodels    

• New Construction
• Computer 

Assisted Design

Residential Agricultural

507-920-5631  |  cleveringaconstruction.com

Merlin Cleveringa   |   879 100th Ave., Luverne, MN   |   mccleveringa@gmail.com

From new homes, garages, offi ces, pole buildings, farm 
shops, cattle pit barns – whatever our clients want, we can do 
it for them.

My employees are very dedicated to their jobs. They give 
125 percent or more to make these jobs possible. Because of 
our employees’ quality work, every Cleveringa Construction job 
is a success. A big thank you to all the customers we were able 
to do projects for. We are looking forward to repeat and new 
customers. We have been very blessed! Just remember, in all 
things give thanks.

–The Cleveringa Construction Team

Whatever the job – 
our guys get it done!

Left to right: Landon Gacke, Cory Schoeneman, Bob Krull, Dave 
Sandbulte, Adam Uithoven, Jeff Van Santen, Derek Sandbulte, Lowell 
Schelhaas, Karlin Van Otterloo, Merlin Cleveringa

CLEVERINGA CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Cleveringa Construction, Inc. has a development 
agreement with the city of Luverne to build four twin 

home structures (eight units) on Roundwind Road.
The twin homes will be two or three bedroom units 

with double garages. 

New Twin Homes

Coming Soon
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Keeping you on the 
road and 

in the f ield.

T & S TRUCK REPAIR... FOR ALL YOUR TRUCK AND TRAILER NEEDS!

T & S 
Truck 
Repair

265 S. 3RD ST 
LISMORE, MN

507-472-8253
STEVE VANDERBRINK

OWNER / MECHANIC

TRAVIS LUETTEL

OWNER / MECHANIC

•COMPLETE TRUCK AND TRAILER REPAIR
•MN DOT INSPECTIONS/FEDERAL INSPECTIONS
•PROFESSIONAL - FRIENDLY SERVICE AT A              
  GREAT RATE
•SERVICE TRUCK FOR ON-SITE NEEDS
•OPEN MON-FRI 8A.M. - 5P.M.

Let us help you with your 
2018 seed needs

Don Dinger  |  507-993-1747

283-2391
111 N. Cedar St.

P.O. Box 836
Luverne, MN 56156
www.jmsi.net

• MANAGEMENT
• CONSULTANTS
• APPRAISALS
• REAL ESTATE
•  PRIVATE TREATY 

& AUCTION

JENSEN MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
William (Bill) V. Weber, Broker & Certifi ed General Real Property 
 Appraiser
William (Bill) J. Korth, Salesperson, Licensed Real Proerpty Appraiser, 
 Auctioneer, Personal Property Appraiser
Tamra (Tammy) Jo Makram, Salesperson
Paul A. Schutte, Certifi ed General Real Property Appraiser

rancher’s living for the year,” he 
said.

Th e pork industry devel-
oped the transportation quality 
assurance or TQA standards. 
Every three years haulers like 
Leuthold pass a test to show that 
they know the correct load-
ing and unloading procedures 
developed by the National Pork 
Board.

Without proof of TQA certi-
fi cation, a driver cannot unload 

Livestock handling facilities, such 
as these at Glen and Matt Boeve’s 
feedlot east of Hills, makes loading 
on semitrailers easier and safer for 
both cattle and people. Driver Chris 
Zylstra is pictured at right. Below, 
Glen Boeve moves a small group of 
market steers into the loading area.

Mavis Fodness photos/0222 Ag Tab TQA

hogs at a packing plant.
“It’s common sense stuff  about 

the pigs’ welfare,” Leuthold said.
By following a few welfare 

rules, the pork industry has re-
duced swine deaths and improved 
the livestock’s body condition when 
arriving at the packing plant.

While only the pork industry 
requires TQA certifi cation, Leu-
thold thinks those standards should 
be applied to the handling of sheep 
and beef as well.

Transportation Quality Assurance/
continued from page 7
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• • • MEAT BUNDLES • • •
Grill

Bundle 
$7995

5 lbs. Boneless 
   Beef Sirloin
5 lbs. Ground 
   Beef Patties
5 lbs. Pork 
   Chops
5 lbs. Bratwurst

Beef
Bundle
$10995

5 lbs. Boneless Beef Roast
5 lbs. Boneless Sirloin
5 lbs. 85% Lean Ground 
   Beef (1# packages)
5 lbs. Round Steak
5 lbs. Ground Beef Patties

Pork
Bundle 
$7695

5 lbs. Pork Chops
5 lbs. Ground 
   Pork
5 lbs. Pork Roast
5 lbs. Bratwurst
5 lbs. Bacon

Happy Camper
Bundle
$3695

2 lbs. Bacon
1 lb. Bratwurst
1 lb. Boneless Sirloin
2 lbs. Ground Beef Patties
1 lb. Hickory-Smoked 
   Wieners
1 lb. Pepperoni Beef Sticks

Please call ahead for your order!

Ellsworth Locker
AwardWinner

Brian & Kathy Chapa
Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Sat. 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
24 Hour Emergency Service

Phone 967-2544 • Ellsworth, MN 
Home 967-2537

Established in 1991

A&B

Servicing a 50 miles radius 
of Luverne, MN

We clean all types of
confi nement buildings &

large equipment.

 Pressure 
Washing, Inc.

573 134th Ave. • Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4321

Cell 507-920-5910

David Hamann, Luverne
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Phone 507-935-5422
repair@hamannrepair.com
www.hamannrepair.com

For all your parts needs call
507-935-5422

Over 30 years experience

Hamann Repair
Repairing all makes of

tractors, skid loaders, 
combines and small 
engines.

m.

“It’s good for the industry,” 
he said.

Some of those practices 
include limiting the number 
of animals loaded in a single 
trailer to the safe use of han-
dling aids.

Since Leuthold transports 
livestock 52 weeks a year, he 
also exercises caution during 
extremely hot or cold days.

On hot days water misters 
can cool the animals in the 
trailer. On cold days, shields can 
be placed over the trailer open-
ings to block the wind. 

Keeping the livestock’s wel-
fare in mind decreases the level 
of stress placed on the animals, 
Leuthold said.

Excited livestock breathe 
heavier, and the increased 
sweating could signifi cantly 
shrink the animals’ bodyweight 
by several hundred pounds 
before the load reaches its fi nal 
destination.

“Shrinkage is a big factor,” 
Leuthold said.

Th e lower the bodyweight, 
the less money earned for the 
producer.

Bruising is another factor 
that’s limited with proper load-
ing and driving techniques.

Leuthold said when loaded 
with livestock he plans the 
route to limit making sudden 
stops or starts that could lead to 
bruising or injuring of the cattle.

Th e rough handling and 
ride could aff ect the meat qual-
ity for consumers.

Leuthold said when slaugh-
tered animals are under too 
much stress, their dressed meat 
appears darker in color. Th e 
darker meat could be deemed 
unusable by the meat packer 
because the color is not what 
the consumer expects.

“A consumer likes a nice 
red steak on the plate,” he said. 
“N ot dark red.”

"You are 
handling the 

rancher’s living 
for the year."

— Kelly Leuthold,
livestock trucker,

Hills

Mavis Fodness photo/0222 Ag Tab TQA

A market steer peers out the side of the semitrailer.

Rubber mats at the bottom of the load-
ing chute prevent slippage as the market 
steers walk up the incline to the semitrailer.

Mavis Fodness photo/0222 Ag Tab TQA

Zach Kounkel moves a trailer divider out of position during a recent trip to Steen. Transporter 
Kelly Leuthold said limiting the number of livestock in each compartment keeps the animals 
calmer and are less likely to become injured before reaching their fi nal destination.
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Dedicated to a 
better future for 
Greater Minnesota 

families.

Joe Schomacker
State Representative

RESPONSIVE
RESPONSIBLE

Prepared and paid for by the Schomacker Volunteer Committee

phone: 888-727-6307
email: rep.joeschomacker@house.mn

website: www.house.mn/22a
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Chuck Sutton Auctioneer & Land Broker LLC
1116 N. West Ave.

Sioux Falls, SD
Phone: (605) 336-6315

Fax: (605) 336-6318
Email: suttonauction@qwestoffice.net 

suttonauction.com

For all your Welding Needs
Before & after your busy season

Portable 
welding 
service 

available

Over 30 years
experience
in welding    

and machine
industry

830 W. Hatting, Luverne
507-449-0479

Country Lumber

No matter what you are thinking 
about, we can help you draw up 
plans and supply all the building 
materials for all of your projects! 

It’s time to think about your 2016 
building or remodeling project needs!

We can also help you plan your New Home. 

Ag or Commercial Buildings 
If a building project is in your 

future, contact us!

Talk to Huck or
Ross today!

“Around mid-May 
when everything 

is tilled and there’s 
not enough to h old 
the soil, everything 
can go. … I hope in 
the long run we see 
farmers looking at 
diff erent options 
to keep that soil 

covered and keep 
biological activity 
going in the soil as 

long as we can.”

— Doug Bos, Rock 
County Land 

Management Offi  ce

Lush green vegetation crops up between corn stubble on the Aukes farming operation near Hills. 
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By Lori Sorenson
In an ag economy of shrink-

ing profi t margins, producers 
are turning to cover crops as 
a way to get more mileage out 
of their soil while protecting 
resources.

“I think farmers are going 
to be forced to really look at 
what changes they can make in 
their operations to make them 
more profi table,” said Doug Bos, 
assistant director of the Rock 
County Land Management 
Offi  ce.

“Talking with bankers and 
some farmers, these coming 
years could be a rerun of the 
1980s farm crisis. … Th ere will 
defi nitely be fallout from these 
low prices and high costs, es-
pecially if they continue for the 
predicted two years.”

He said cover crops may be 
one tool or piece to the puzzle 
to make a diff erence.  

“Th e reason we promote 
cover crops is for soil health, 
erosion control and ultimately 
water quality,” Bos said. “But for 
a farmer struggling fi nancially, 
they may not see these as ad-
equate reasons to risk change.”

Bos said it’s a hard sell to 
invest in seeding cover crops 
into a corn and soybean rota-
tion. “But the very reasons we 
promote it for are the reasons 
that cover crops can make a 
farm more profi table,” Bos said.

Th ere have been two local 
workshops on cover crops in 
Rock County, and Bos said the 
idea is slowly taking hold.

“Th ere are those who are 
doing it and those who are 
standing back wondering if they 
should do it,” Bos said.

“What scares people is that 
it’s a whole diff erent way of 
managing their operations,” he 
said. “It’s not the simple ‘plant 
your corn, spray it and walk 
away.’”

Take cover in extreme weather
Another message Bos is 

repeating is the role cover crops 
play in soil health and preserva-
tion.

“It will help buff er against 
weather extremes — drought 
patterns and wet patterns — 

Your hopes and dreams.
BIG AND SMALL.
WE’RE READY.
We’re Compeer Financial.™  

Three Farm Credit cooperatives have united to strengthen 

our commitment to the agriculture industry. We have 

combined our resources, knowledge and expertise to 

champion the hopes and dreams of rural America like never 

before. Let’s get started with yours.

#CHAMPIONRURAL

PAT BARNETT, Financial Officer

and also extreme weather 
events that contribute to soil 
erosion,” Bos said.

Weather data shows that 
extreme weather events are 
more frequent and more severe 

than in recent years.
Climatologists refer to an 

extreme rain event as more 
than 6 inches of rain in 24 hours 
in a specifi c area. 

If this much rain hits black 
dirt in the spring, the damage 
can be devastating with truck-
loads of topsoil and new plants 
washing away through deep 
gullies cut through fi elds.

In the past 15 years there 
were eight recorded “extreme” 
events, during which pounding 
rain caused localized fl ooding 
and damage, especially on row-

Take cover
Cover crops off er protection in poor economy and poor climate

“Call it what you 
want — if you don’t 

believe in global 
warming, it’s about 
climate change, and 

our farmers are 
going to have to 

make some 
adaptations to 

protect themselves 
and their soil.”

— Doug Bos,
Rock County Land 

Management Offi  ce

Heavy rains pounded newly planted fi elds in 2015, cutting gullies through rows and carrying untold 
tons of topsoil with water runoff. Now there are increased efforts underway to maintain a vegetative 
cover on vulnerable soil to prevent this type of erosion and improve soil health.

Cover crops/see page 14
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Cultivating
Your Success!

Rooted in Our Communities …

Exchange State Bank has been financing farming operations in 
Southwest Minnesota for over 100 years and have a full staff of 
lenders whose roots run deep in the farming community.

Stop in to discuss your options and explore our loans, accounts and 
services designed specifically for your operation.

Visit your local Ag Lending Specialist today to discuss 
our competitive rates and Exchange State Bank 
products designed for the unique needs of your farm!

www.exchangestatebankmn.com

Member

FDIC

At Exchange 
State Bank, our 
Ag Lenders know 
and understand 
farming.

Hills Office  Ellsworth Office Luverne Office

crop fi elds with exposed soil.
Th is compares to 15 ex-

treme events in the previous 
120 years between 1880 and 
2000.

“Th is gives you an idea 
of how many of these rainfall 
events we can expect and their 
increased frequency,” Bos said.

“Call it what you want — 
if you don’t believe in global 
warming, it’s about climate 
change, and our farmers are 
going to have to make some ad-
aptations to protect themselves 
and their soil.”

He said farmers are going 
to have to adapt their land use 
practices in order to protect 
their topsoil.

“Cover crops are a hedge 
against these extreme events,” 
Bos said.

“Around mid-May when 
everything is tilled and there’s 
not enough to h old the soil, 
everything can go. 

"… I hope in the long run 
we see farmers looking at dif-
ferent options to keep that soil 
covered and keep biological 
activity going in the soil as long 
as we can.”

He said the return on cover 
crop investment improves the 
longer the practices are in 
place.

“We want to create a bet-
ter soil environment to allow 
moisture-holding capacity that 
drains more effi  ciently and pre-
vents compaction,” Bos said.

“Th ey may not produce 
more, but it will make them 
more resilient to climate 
change.”

Justin Kemp
Owner

*Commercial
*Business

*Residential
*Ag  *Industrial

PO Box 803 • Luverne, MN 56156 • 507-920-6961

Cover crops/from page 13

Tons of topsoil washes from a fi eld into a ditch during a 2015 extreme rain event in Rock County.
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It arrived on your plate under the rigorous production 
standards of the Beef Quality Assurance Program.

Developed by producers for beef producers, BQA certifi cation 
ensures that wholesome, healthy and humane practices are 

followed for every cut of meat that arrives in your grocer’s cooler. 

Enjoy, rest assured, 
you’re eating quality beef. 

Brought to you by the Rock-Nobles Cattleman’s Association and your local beef producers. 

Your beef is great for more 
reasons than the taste. 

Rest assured. 

Image courtesy: Beef It’s What’s for Dinner
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 ROCK VETERINARY CLINIC, P
.A

. ROCK VETERINARY CLINIC, P.A.
1295 101 St., Luverne, MN • 507-283-9524

Call us for all your 
ca� le needs

ROCK VETERINARY CLINIC, P.A.
1295 101 St., Luverne, MN • 507-283-9524

If you want it done right, call 507-483-2486 or 920-7209
Adrian, MN • Luverne, MN

HENNING
CONSTRUCTION

from Road Construction 
to Soil Conservation

• Gravel Sale and Hauling •
• Demolition •

• Site Preparation •

FREE EstimatesFREE Estimates

By Lori Sorenson
Brad Petersen for many 

years rotated corn and soy-
beans on his 
farmable acres near 
Hardwick.

Now he rotates 
oats in the plant-
ing schedule on 30 
acres, which are 
also seeded with 
cover crops and 
used for grazing, 
manure and other 
income.

For Petersen, 
cover crops are a no-brainer.

“To be honest, I like the 
benefi t I have just in cattle feed 
and the extra crop in the rota-
tion,” he said. “Plus it’s good for 
the soil.”

He plants his oats in the 
spring, using an old end-gate 
seeder that once belonged to 
his grandpa, Merten Petersen. 

His wife, Heather, and 
children Megan, Mandie and 
Ty have all taken their turns 

riding in the wagon to fi ll the 
seed hopper. “Or I get my dad 
(Eugene) to drive and I ride in 

back,” Petersen said.
In mid-July the 

oats comes off  those 
30 acres, manure is 
spread, and cover 
crops — a mixture 
of turnips, radishes 
and sorghum-Sudan 
grass — are seeded 
(with the same end-
gate seeder).

Th e fi eld de-
velops a lush green 

cover of nutrient-rich vegeta-
tion by late August, which is 
about the time Petersen’s pas-
tures start getting thin.

So he turns out his cattle 
on the cover crop until they can 
graze on corn and stubble in 
the fall.

Th is, he said, is where he 
sees the biggest gain from cover 
crops.

“Last year I grazed 78 
pairs (156  animals) on 30 acres 

For livestock producers, cover crops are 'no brainer'

for 31 days. If I had to dry-lot 
feed them with silage or hay, 
it would have cost $6,000,” Pe-
tersen said.

“Th at’s why I started do-
ing it; it wasn’t until I started 
putting a pencil to paper that 
I could see it in dollars and 
cents.”

In addition to the feed sav-
ings, Petersen said the 30 acres 
brings in other revenue.

Last summer his oats 
yielded 167 bushels per acre at 
$2.30 per bushel.

Th ree round straw bales 
were sold locally for $30 per 
bale.

All things considered, Pe-
tersen fi gures he brings in $700 
per acre on his 30 acres of oats.

Input costs are roughly 
$150 per acre on that ground. 

Th is includes oat plant-
ing at $75 per acre for seed, 
chemicals and fertilizer; cover 
crop seed at $25 per acre; plus 
fuel and labor for planting and 
harvest.

Compare this profi t margin 
to corn at the current cash grain 
price of $3 per bushel, and 
Petersen said dedicating acres 
for cover crop isn’t a tough 
decision.

“It’s cheap to grow and I 
have really good yields,” he said. 
“And I have a place to go with 
my manure and I can graze my 
cattle on it. … To me it’s really a 
win-win situation.”

He said he’s not surprised 
more local producers are con-
verting acres for cover crops, 
especially those with livestock.

In fact, some are buying 
some livestock, just because 
cover crops improve livestock 
returns on investment.

“If I could fi gure out a way 
to do more, I would,” he said. 
“I’m considering taking some 
acres out just for grazing. With 

�

Brad Petersen's cattle graze on paddock on his farm near Hardwick. Incorporating cover crops into 
his farming operation, he said, has been a "no-brainer" in terms of its benefi ts for both cattle and 
soil. At left is a sample of soil on the Terry Aukes Farm that has benefi ted from cover crop roots.

“Last year I grazed 78 pairs (156  animals) 
on 30 acres for 31 days. If I had to dry-lot feed 

them with silage or hay, it would have 
cost $6,000. Th at’s why I started doing it; 

it wasn’t until I started putting a pencil to 
paper that I could see it in dollars and cents.”

— Brad Petersen, Hardwick

Brad Petersen
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Magnolia Ag Center 507-283-3700
Luverne Main Offi ce/Feed/Grain/Finance/Energy 507-283-4418

Magnolia Grain 507-283-2431
Kanaranzi Grain 507-283-8989

• Yield Point Precision Ag • Crop Nutrients • Crop Protection • Propane
Cenex Premium Fuels • Cenex Lubes & Grease • Multiple Top-Branded Seeds 

Full Service Feed • Full Service Grain • Finance Packages

$3 corn vs. what calves are 
worth, you could (just about 
make it work).”

When people ask him if 
they should try cover crops, 
Petersen doesn’t hesitate to 
encourage them.

“Don’t be afraid to try it,” he 
said. “If you start small, you can 
still see the benefi ts.”

‘I wish we’d started sooner’
Terry Aukes, Hills, said he 

fi nds himself telling people the 
same thing.

“Don’t let fear of the un-
known keep you from trying 
it,” he said. “We’ve been using 
cover crops for eight or nine 
years, and I only wish we’d 
started sooner.”

Aukes farms with his dad, 
Orlie, and brothers Brian and 
Dan on fi elds that fall on the 
border of Minnesota, South 
Dakota and Iowa.

Th ey started with 60 acres 
of cover crops, and Terry said 
they noticed soil health im-
provement by the second or 
third year.

“Th ere was decreased ero-
sion, and the soil health and 
texture started to improve,” 
Aukes said. 

“Root mass builds organic 
matter, and using aggressive till-
age long term degrades organic 
matter. Growing something 
green over time starts to trans-
form the soil by increasing soil 
microbial activity.”

Today 75 percent of the 
Aukes fi elds are rotated with 
cover crops. “We’d like to go 100 
percent,” he said. “Last fall got 
dry, so we chose fi elds accord-
ingly.”

He said the cover crop 
fi elds have noticeably better soil 
profi les than those that don’t 
get planted green between corn 
and soybean rotations.

“Another noticeable diff er-
ence that we didn’t know was 
going to happen is that organic 
matter is building,” he said. 
“Th is holds water and keeps nu-
trients in the soil longer, rather 
than leaving through a tile or 
erosion.”

Livestock farmers have a 
more obvious fi nancial incen-
tive to incorporate cover crops 
in their fi elds, but Aukes, who 

For non-livestock producers, proof is in the soil

doesn’t have livestock, said 
he’s seen advantages purely 
from the soil health perspec-
tive.

For example, he said less 
aggressive tillage saves money 
in labor, fuel and equipment, 

and more soil nutrients trans-
lates to a savings in commercial 
fertilizer.

It’s more diffi  cult to mea-
sure other benefi ts, but Aukes 
said cover crops have improved 
corn and soybean yields. “Th e 

fi elds where we’ve been using 
them have been comparable or 
better,” he said. “Th ey’ve been 
very good.”

Aukes and Pedersen and 
other local cover crop farmers 
have helped with local work-

shops to share information 
about how cover crops work.

Doug Bos at the Rock 
County Land Management Of-
fi ce in Luverne has information 
about how to get started. Th e 
number is 507-283-8862.
 

“Root mass builds 
organic matter, 

and using aggressive 
tillage long term 
degrades organic 
matter. Growing 

something green over 
time starts to 

transform the soil 
by increasing soil 

microbial activity.”

— Terry Aukes, Hills

Terry Aukes (far right) farms with his dad, Orlie, and brothers Dan (back left) and Brian on fi elds that fall on the border of Minnesota, 
South Dakota and Iowa.They started with 60 acres of cover crops, and Terry said they noticed soil health improvement by the second 
or third year. Today 75 percent of the Aukes fi elds are rotated with cover crops, and they're planning to do more. (Submitted photo)
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For All Your Swine Confinement 
and Building Needs

Commercial, Agriculture and Residential Building Supplies

Call for more information at (507) 283-9713
East of Luverne off County Road 9 

1686 101st St. Luverne, MN 56156
Hours: 

Monday – Thursday: 7:30 am – 5:00 PM 
Friday: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am – Noon 

www.skattumconfinement.com 
                                  @SkattumConfinement                    

Every day we help producers 
just like you!

Invest One Hour 
in Your Future

Your Partner and Resource for Good Marketing Decisions

Schedule a one-hour consultation with Professional Ag Marketing today!
Visit our website - professionalagmarketing.com - for current market 

prices and other valuable information.

• Develop livestock and 
crop marketing plans for 
producers, owners and 
investors.
• Help you prevent 
downside and 
unnecessary risk.
• Show you how to avoid 
and react to market 
�luctuation.
• Utilize current 
technology to gather 
and share relevant 
information in a clear, 
easy-to-use format.

904 S. Kniss Ave. | Luverne
507-449-2030
866-470-0757

By Mike Minor
Professional Ag Marketing Inc.
   
Th e grain industry today

After months of limited news 
coming out of the grain complex, we 
have a few interesting developments 
to discuss.

Since the beginning of the 
post-ethanol expansion era, we have 
been preaching that the next leg 
of the grain cycle will be increased 
world demand from ethanol, feed, 
and a slowing world production 
increase. In other words, increasing 
demand at a faster pace than supply. 
Th is essentially forces the supply 
and demand lines closer together 
for both the world and eventually 
the United States.

We believe that evidence in last 
week’s WASDE report supports that. 
We expect the transition out of corn 
acres to other crops will continue 
going forward. 

Heating up the soy market
Th e soy market has been noth-

ing less than exciting in the month 
of February. Friday’s settlement 
in March soybeans was its highest 
since July 28 last summer.

Th e fuel behind the fi re in the 
soy complex comes from the decay-
ing Argentina production estimates 
from the ongoing drought. Th e 
Argentina conditions continue to 

worsen with not much favor in 
sight. Time is an issue as their 
harvest rapidly approaches.

Brazil however, continues 
their slow-paced harvest in 
hopes for just enough dryness 
to seed corn in. Brazil’s large 
soybean crop has the potential 
to satisfy their large export 
month of March. Although, 
with their wet conditions 
problems like rust have devel-
oped. Quality concerns may 
have an impact on Brazil’s 
exports going forward, this 
being after China tightened up 
quality restrictions on United 
States exports. Th is has poten-
tial to benefi t United States 
exports this spring, especially 
when placed beside our cur-
rently low U.S. dollar.

When it comes to South 
America’s weather rally, be 
prepared for a selloff . His-
torically, a large percentage 
of weather rallies tend to be 
short-lived. If Argentina’s 
conditions show any signs of 
improvement, it won’t take 
long for the soybean market 
to fall back to a lower trading 
range. 

Corn steps up, but is it enough?
Corn fi nds itself in a simi-

lar situation to soybeans. Corn 
prices have slowly clawed their 
way back to harvest levels after 
hopping on the back of the soy 
market.

With large ending stocks, 
the corn market will experience 
heavy resistance on rallies from 
farmer selling. Try not to get too 
caught up in the emotion of a 
rally and make sales that make 
sense for your business. When 
comparing our current market 
situation to last year’s, it’s easy to 
fi nd similarities. We are trading 
at nearly identical trading levels 
to last year.

Th e environment we current-
ly live in provides us with very 
limited opportunities. If a sale at 
today’s levels makes money, it 
makes sense in today’s row crop 
production atmosphere.

Now is a great time of the 
year to locate your breakeven 
and get sales working at reason-
able levels.

As the market rallies from 
weather concerns, it is important 
to make futures sales and reward 
the move higher.

Th e separation of basis 
and futures remains important 
going forward. With this market 
rally, basis has already wid-
ened out. Look for the spring 
timeframe to lock in basis on 
soybeans and take advantage 
of the two-prong marketing ap-
proach.

In the midst of a challeng-
ing margin structure over the 
last few years, the market has 
provided limited opportunities. 
Please contact Professional Ag 
Marketing to discuss strategies 
that make sense for your spe-
cifi c operation. 

Th is data is provided for 
information purposes only 
and is not intended to be used 
for specifi c trading strategies 
without consulting Professional 
Ag Marketing Inc. Trading 
commodity futures and options 
involves substantial risk of loss 
and may not be suitable for 
everyone.

 Mike Minor, Professional 
Ag Marketing Inc. at 507-449-
2030 (cell: 605-480-4171) or 
mikem@professionalagmarket-
ing.com

Th e environment we currently live in provides us with 
very limited opportunities. If a sale at today’s levels makes money, 

it makes sense in today’s row crop production atmosphere.

Grain marketing trends
Now is a great time of the year to locate your breakeven and get sales working at reasonable levels.
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MOVING FARM?

WE CAN HELP.
FARMS, ACREAGES, LAND, RESIDENTIAL

all on our website
www.cragoe.com

Gene Cragoe, broker, Lic. in MN & SD  •  Renee Guy, Real Estate Agent

203 East Main, Luverne • 507-283-2647 • E-mail: info@cragoe.com

ON TO OR 
OFF THE 

212 South Kniss, Luverne
(507) 283-3704 or (877) 631-3704

www.kozlowski-insurance.com
Pipestone 888-825-3366

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual Member” mark are registered trademarks of 
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2017.

THANK A FARMER
To those who work in acres, not in hours, we thank you. We are proud 
to protect many of our area farmers with quality farm insurance. Trust 
in Tomorrow.™ Contact your agent today.

We are more 
than just auto 
parts...
Just added
          ag parts

Bob Boleman
Store Manager

A regional leader in automotive parts and accessories, 
with over a million parts available...

Sturdevant’s HAS IT!

207 S Kniss • Luverne, MN
507-283-2371
877-559-7467

Fax: 507-283-9199

& Repair

farm and commercial tire service and repair 

(old Pro Chassis Building by FACCO)

no added costs for after hours or 
emergency calls for road side assistance

Jason Schomacker 507-220-2080

Schomacker Tire

920 Commerce Rd • Luverne, MN

507-283-8711
Auto Glass Repaired 

or Replaced?
Mobile or Free pickup & delivery from 

home, farm or work site.

Kevin Aaker

Andrew Hemme
kevin@luvernebodyshop.com

andrew@luvernebodyshop.com

Kev

Andr
kevin@lu

andrew@

Minnesota West Community and 
Technical College, in conjunction with 
Southwest Minnesota State University 
(SMSU) in Marshall, has recently ap-
proved new articulation agreements 
between the institutions in agricul-
ture.

Paul Lanoue, Minnesota West 
Dean of Agriculture & Business said it 
will be win-win for all involved. 

“We are very excited to have an 
additional opportunity for our stu-
dents at Minnesota West to further 
their education at SMSU. 

"Th is agreement will allow 
students who have a desire to fur-
ther their education more options in 
selecting a school that best fi ts their 

individual needs and career aspirations," 
Lanoue said. 

“Students will receive a strong founda-
tion of knowledge at our school and can 
expand upon their experiences at another 
program that is quickly growing in their 
reputation of developing future leaders in 
our fi eld. 

“Agriculturally related careers are in 
high demand locally and we are eager to be 
a solution to bridging the employment gap 
in our communities.”

Th e articulations are specifi c to Min-
nesota West degree of Agriculture Business 
A.S. (60 credits) will articulate to SMSU for 
a track for the Agriculture, B.A.S. (60 cred-
its) or Agribusiness Management B.S.

Th e articulation will facilitate credit 

transfer and provide a transition from 
one related program to another seam-
lessly, according to Jeff  Rogers, Minne-
sota West Ag Instructor. 

“Minnesota West is excited to off er 
our agriculture students the opportu-
nity for seamless transition from MN 
West to Southwest Minnesota State 
University in pursuit of advanced agri-
cultural degrees,” Rogers said.

Minnesota West Community & 
Technical College off ers numerous 
agriculture degrees including Agri-
culture, Ag Business/Management & 
Marketing, Plant Science (GIS/GPS), Ag 
Production & Management. For more 
information contact 800-658-2330 or 
www.mnwest.edu 

Rock County NFO members 
are now withholding livestock 
from market, according to Lester 
Baustian, county NFO presi-
dent. Th e 35-state grain market 
boycott by the National Farmers 
Organization which was begun a 
month ago, was extended to meat 
animals on Monday of this week.

Organization members have 
been urged to hold cattle, hogs 
and sheep from the market 
until prices reach the goal set 
by NFO national headquarters. 
Th is means a price of $32.00 per 
hundredweight for choice cattle; 
$23 per hundredweight for light 
weight butcher hogs,  and $29.00 
a hundredweight for top quality 

fat lambs.
“Actually,” explained Baus-

tian, “we’re as concerned about 
getting contracts from the packers 
as we are in getting these prices. 
We don’t want to just get the 
price up there, and then have 
everybody start to sell at one 
time, so the market will go down 
again. What we are after is to get 
orderly selling so we have a sta-
bilized market, and the only way 
we feel we can do this is through 
contracts with the packers.”

How long it will take to 
achieve their goal remains to be 
seen, Baustian said. In 1964, the 
holding action on cattle lasted 
43 days.

Th e following article appeared in the February 15, 1968, 
edition of the Rock County Star Herald.

NFO Holds Animals From Market

Minnesota West Community & Technical College offers  Articulations for Agriculture
“Agriculturally related 

careers are in high 
demand locally and 
we are eager to be a 

solution to bridging the 
employment gap in our 

communities.”

— Paul Lanoue, 
Minnesota West 

Dean of Agriculture 
& Business
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State Senator

Bill Weber
Senate District 22

Wishing our farm 
community a safe and 

successful spring
planting season!

Working to 
Make 

Minnesota 
Better!

Paid for by Weber for State Senate Volunteer Committee
PO Box 584, Luverne, MN 56156

102 E. Maple St.
Luverne, MN

(507) 283-9151

We keep building,
so you can too

Build New?
Remodeling?
Expanding?

No job is too 
small or too 

large

For all your Machinery & 
Livestock Building Projects

Grain bin accidents remain a signifi cant 
risk on farm operations nationwide, and 
producers are urged to educate themselves, 
their families and their employees about 
basic safety tips.

Entrapment — when individuals are 
unable to extricate themselves from grain 
or other agricultural materials — can occur 
in a silo, grain bin, grain transport vehicle, 
outdoor pile (avalanche) or bunker silo.

Engulfment occurs when individuals are 
fully buried in fl owable agricultural material 
such as corn, small grains or feed.

Both engulfment and entrapment can 
also occur during the use of grain vacuum 
machines, with outdoor grain piles or in the 
event of a storage structure failure. 

Within just 4 or 5 seconds, individuals 
can be submerged to the point where they 
are unable to free themselves.

“Within 15 seconds you can be buried 
in grain up to your waist and completely 
submerged within 30 seconds,” said Dan 
Neenan, director of the National Education 
Center for Agricultural Safety.

Children are at greatest risk of entrap-
ment and engulfment in grain transport 
vehicles, but adults have lost their lives in 
this kind of event, too. 

One example OSHA (Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration) off ers is when 
crusted grain stacked on one side of a wagon 
caused the wagon to become unbalanced 
and fl ip the tractor over onto the operator.

“Spring and fall are key times when grain 
engulfment events occur,” Neenan said. 

“In June and July, farmers are often sell-
ing stored grain in anticipation of their fall 
harvest, and the potential for grain bin entrap-
ment is high.”

Neenan recommends that farmers and 
commercial elevator managers consult their 
local Extension offi  ce for training options. 

Vocational ag teachers can also provide 
curriculums to help educate youth about grain 
handling safety procedures and the dangers of 
working around fl owing grain.

Some tips off ered by OSHA include:
•Th e best rescue is one that never hap-

pens.
•Never enter an emergency situation 

alone.
•Use confi ned space entry procedures or 

best practices available.
•Conduct a hazard assessment (as a pre-

ventive measure).
•Remember who is the most important — 

you.
“Th e fi rst question to ask before you enter 

the bin is whether or not you really need to go 
in,” Neenan said . 

“If the answer is yes, review the safety 
rules to make sure you’re going in safely and 
you’re coming back out.”

It takes more than 325 pounds of force to extract a 165-pound person 
from grain in a corn bin. Photo credit: Charles V. Schwab, Iowa State University

Grain bin safety ... Th e best rescue is one that never happens.
“Th e fi rst question to ask before you 
enter the bin is whether or not you 

really need to go in.” 

Dan Neenan, National Education 
Center for Agricultural Safety

The news, sports, opinions and events of Rock County as they happen.
Star-Herald.com
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• Complete Landscaping and Seeding 
• Commercial or Residential Services

• Hydro Seeding • Sodding • Over Seeding
• Retaining Walls • Paver Patios • Ponds • Custom Tilling 
Jason Hendel, owner (507) 920-5153  Adrian, MN 56110

SPRING IS THE BEST TIME FOR SEEDING 
YOUR LAWNS, ACREAGES AND GROVES.

507-360-5418 @
Owner

Bill Korth
Auction Service

LICENSED AUCTIONEER

SPECIALIZING 
IN SELLING 
FARM LAND

• Auctioneer
• Real Estate Salesperson

• Licensed Real 
Property Appraiser

HOME: 507-283-4766
Cell: 507-227-4958
710 N. Oakley 
Luverne, MN 56156

FAIR COMPENSATION: Combining USDA Con-
servation Reserve Program contract payments and 
Reinvest in Minnesota easement payments equals at 
least 90 percent of the land’s value.

MARGINAL-CROPLAND FOCUS: CRP and RIM 
payments often are attractive on land that produces 
lower yields because of wet ground, soil type or other 
challenges.

CCRP COMPARISON: USDA does not plan to of-
fer Continuous CRP to producers; MN CREP is the 
only option available. If CCRP becomes available at 
a later time due to additional incentives paid through 
MN CREP, payments will be 52 percent to 120 percent 
greater with MN CREP compared with CCRP.

FARM BILL UNCERTAINTY: MN CREP or other 
cropland retirement options might not be available in 
future legislation. The next f ederal Farm Bill will expire 
Sept. 30, the end of the federal fi scal year.

CONSERVATION ELEMENTS: Enrolling land in MN 
CREP directly benefi ts water quality and habitat.

LEGACY OPPORTUNITY: A MN CREP enrollment 
can benefi t future generations and the environment.

By Ann Wessel 
Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources 

Th e Van Wyhes near Hills 
were among the fi rst Rock County 
landowners to sign up for the 
Minnesota Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program. 

Th eir enrolled land will meet 
buffer requirements, expand 
hunting opportunities and help 
to improve water quality.

Since enrollment opened 
nine months ago, meeting buff er 
requirements, creating a legacy or 
fi nding a solution for wet crop-
land motivated many of the fi rst 
sign-ups. 

MN CREP can be used to buf-
fer streams, restore wetlands or 
protect drinking water supplies. It 
puts marginal cropland into per-
petual conservation easements.

Nine months into the new 
MN CREP enrollment period, 
those motivations have sparked 
the most sign-ups throughout 54 
eligible counties in the southern 
and western parts of the state.

“It’s going to accomplish a lot 
as part of the conservation goals 
for Minnesota,” said Dave Rickert, 
assistant easement section man-
ager for the Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources. 

“Th ese are areas that are play-
ing an important part for water 
quality and wildlife habitat.”

MN CREP can buff er streams, 
restore wetlands or protect 
drinking water supplies. It puts 
marginal cropland into perpetual 
conservation easements.

Th e federal-state partnership 
works like this: 

Landowners enroll property 
for 15 years in the federally funded 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
administered by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Farm 
Service Agency. 

Th at same land is enrolled 
in a state-funded, perpetual 
conservation easement through 
Reinvest in Minnesota, adminis-
tered by BWSR.

MN CREP is funded with 
$350 million from the federal 
government and $150 million 
from the state.

By early February, 33 soil and 
water conservation districts had 
submitted 132 applications. Th e 
115 funded involve 4,000 acres 
and $34 million.

“I would attribute the success 
of that to local SWCD eff orts as 
well as wanting to leave a legacy 
for future generations,” Rickert 
said. 

“Th ese may be areas that are 
getting drowned out every so of-
ten. It’s putting less stress on the 
landowner having to worry about 
constantly fl ooded areas.” 

Good for water, good for habi-
tat, good for hunting

Th e Van Wyhes knew they 
needed to buff er the drainage 
ditch feeding Mud Creek. Th ey 
could have seeded it to grass and 
fed the hay to Howard’s cattle. 

But they’d enjoyed the wild-
life habitat that grew out of an 
existing 80-acre Reinvest in Min-
nesota easement along the Rock 

River. “As long as we needed to put 
it in the buff er on each side, we 
decided we might as well get paid 
for it. So we put it into the CREP 
program,” Leroy Van Wyhe said. 

“We do pheasant hunting 
and deer hunting; that’s another 
one of the reasons we decided to 
put it in the CREP program — so 
it gives us access to more hunting 
ground.”

One of the three brothers 
usually harvests a deer from the 
RIM property every year.

Leroy, Howard and Greg 
Van Wyhe are Van Whye Farms, 

a 1,500-acre corn and soybean 
operation based in Rock County 
near Hills.

“The ground is good, real 
good for farming and raising corn 
and beans. It’s pretty valuable 
land down here,” Leroy said. He 
advised farmers considering MN 
CREP to determine their soil type 
and payment rate.

“Fairly attractive rates for 
marginal crop ground may be 
driving some Rock County sign-
ups,”  said engineering technician 
Arlyn Gehrke with the Rock Coun-
ty Land Management Offi  ce.

“We’ve had a surprisingly 
high interest in CREP. We’re not 
known to have a lot of conserva-
tion easements in the county 
because we have a lot of fertile 
ground and expensive ground 
as well,” said Gehrke, who works 
with the Rock County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 

“It takes a bit of risk out of the 
operation.”

Th is spring, the Van Wyhes 
will seed their 12.75-acre MN 
CREP easement with the SWCD-
recommended, six-grass mix.

“It’ll be real good for habitat, 
and then at the same time it’ll be 
helping the water quality, too, 
since it’ll be acting as a buff er to 
keep the contaminants out of the 
ditch water,” Leroy Van Wyhe said. 

“I would hope that nitrate 
level would go down (and) if it is 
high in Mud Creek that we do see 
a change. Th at’s what these buff er 
strips are for, to cleanse the water 
before it gets to the stream.”

Th e Rock County Soil and 
Water Conservation District can 
be reached at 507-283-8862.

(Submitted photo)

Arlyn Gehrke (left), Rock County Land Management engineering technician, meets with Howard, 
Greg and Leroy Van Wyhe of Van Wyhe Farms, Hills. The Van Wyhes anticipate the land they enrolled 
in the Minnesota Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program will expand local opportunities.  

Reasons mulitply for putting cropland into CREP
Meet buffer requirements • Stop battling wet ground • Build a legacy.

MN CREP: Six things to consider
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PO Box 196 • Hills, MN 56138
offi ce: 507-962-3433 • home: 507-962-3432 • cell: 507-920-6131

email: keith@realestateretrievers.com  - www. elbersauction.com

“Quality Auctions since 1988”

Call today for a
No Obligation Quotation.

The  most 
competitive,honest,

quickest, fairest and fastest
growing method in 

marketing.

Contact Pat at 
605-212-9700 

for a free estimate or to 
schedule an appointment!

www.fourwayinsulation.com
903 Walnut Ave. Luverne

866-752-3865
507-449-0315

Providing exceptional 
insulation services for 

residential, commercial and 
agricultural projects.

Electrical Problems
are OUR Business!

Let the guys with experience work for you.
Call us for all your residential,

commercial and farm wiring needs!
Quality Service Since 1927!

121 N. Cedar, Luverne, MN  |  507-283-4716edar, Luverne, MN  |  507 2
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Quali yyy S rvic  Sinc  1927!

12211 NN CCeddar LLuverne MMNN || 550077 228833 44771166
McClure Electric

Aside from the obvious hazards, if you don’t 
know what you’re doing, you could end 
up causing a bigger, more costly electrical 
problem. Expert help is here to safely and 
efficiently repair and install any electrical work. 
Trust our licensed electricians.

Celebrating
over

 90 years
 in business!

VerSteeg Excavation

CHAD VERSTEEG
507-227-2522

Snow Removal  |  Trucking
Tree Removal  |  Grain Hauling
Excavation/Demolition
Conservation Work

1432 150th Ave.  Luverne, MN   56156

For 125 years, Farm-
ers Mutual Hail has built a 
strong reputation of providing 
outstanding claim service and 
has protected generations of 
American farmers by off er-
ing tailored crop insurance 
private products.

RAMP Revenue Accelera-
tor Max Protection is a private 
product sold by Farmers 
Mutual Hail to provide farm-
ers more coverage than MPCI 
can off er. 

RAMP protects up to 95 
percent of farmers’ actual 
production history. In 2017 
with lower grain prices RAMP 
proved to be a good choice for 
farmers. 

Locally farmers received 
payments of $481,404 in 
RAMP indemnities from 
Farmers Mutual Hail through 
our agency. Sixty-three 
percent of farm clients chose 
to purchase RAMP 85-95 
percent coverage to provide 
them an additional 10 percent 
coverage above their 85 per-
cent MPCI coverage. 

RAMP Revenue provides 
yield and price protection. 
RAMP Revenue like multi-
peril crop insurance revenue 
protection protects against 
decline in prices, excess 
moisture, cold, disease, in-
sects drought and hail. RAMP 
is a private product sold by 
Farmers Mutual Hail in which 
farmers can protect up to 95 
percent of their APH average 
proven yield. 

Example: 200 bu corn 
yield x .85 = 170 bushel guar-
antee x $3.96 = $673 multi-
peril coverage.
          200 bu corn yield x .95 = 
190 bushel guarantee x $3.96 
= $752 = $79 RAMP coverage.

60 bu sbean yield x .85 = 
51 bushel guarantee x $10.00 
= $510 multi-peril coverage.
          60 bu sbean yield x .95 = 
57 bushel guarantee x $10.00 
= $570 = $60 RAMP coverage.

In the fall we calculate 
the farmer’s harvested rev-
enue by taking the farmer’s 
yield times the MPCI fall 
price, and if their harvested 
revenue falls below their 
revenue guarantee they 
purchased, they receive a 
payment.

Example: 160 acres corn / 
200 bushel yield / 2017 MPCI 
spring price $3.96 2017 MPCI 
fall price $3.49.

Harvested Revenue = 
200 bushel x $3.49 fall price 
= $698 farmer’s harvested 
revenue.

Revenue Guarantee 
$752 - $698 farmers harvested 
revenue = shortfall $54 per 
acre x 160 acres = $8640 loss 
payment.

RAMP claims in 2017 
were a result of cold wet 
spring, wind cutting off  the 

soybeans and farmers had to 
replant, hail, white mold in the 
soybeans, sudden death in soy-
beans and the largest portion 
of claims were due to decline in 
prices. 

RAMP protects low yields 
and / or low prices.  

With lower grain prices and 
smaller profi t margins there is 
a very strong interest in RAMP 
for 2018 by farmers and lenders. 
In 2017 farmer-paid premium 
for RAMP in our agency was 
$631,112. 

In 2018 Farmers Mu-
tual premium allotment to our 
agency which is the maximum 
amount of RAMP premium they 
will allow to be sold through 
our agency is $1,131,112. 

RAMP can pay losses above 
farmer’s current MPCI coverage 
level up to 95 percent of yields. 
Payment is in addition to MPCI 
payment. 

RAMP can cover crops on 
an optional unit basis even if 
you have enterprise MPCI cov-
erage. RAMP can be structured 
to fi t the needs of any producer.

RAMP up your crop insurance 
protection with special product

With lower grain 
prices and smaller 

profi t margins there 
is a very strong 

interest in RAMP 
for 2018 by 

farmers and lenders.

Shirley Top,
Kozlowski Insurance, 

Luverne 

T he news of Rock County, updated daily.
www.Star-Herald.com
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From Ag Loans to Lines of Credit,
We Have You Covered.

MEMBER FDIC

The business of agriculture is changing, but Minnwest Bank remains a steadfast 

resource to farmers and ranchers who want to get things done. Discover how an ag 

loan can help keep you and your operation going strong, now and into the future.

minnwestbank.com

Doers WelcomeTM.
Custom Butchering and

 Processing

Deer Processing
Summer Sausage

Ring Bologna 
Dried Beef

Fresh Meat available

All double 
wrapping

Pickup service 
anywhere

Emergency Service
Phone 507-962-3251

After Hours 507-962-3479

“Since 1938”
Hills, MN • 507-962-3251

By Michael Walgrave
Placing the right plant in 

the right place is part of being a 
good steward of the land. 

Land stewardship requires 
long-term thinking and paying 
attention to how the natural 
world works. Stewards of the 
land use farmer ingenuity to 
fi nd the right technology for the 
right job. Stewards of the land 
use plants as technology: tree 
tech. 

Today’s steward of the land 
is part of an agriculture renais-
sance. Like every industry, ag-
riculture is advancing because 
of computers, the Internet, and 
long-term data collection. 

People are fi nding win-
win-win solutions for people, 
planet and profi t by eff ectively 
using a large range of tools and 
strategies.

For example, stewards of 
the land use trees to diversify 
and fortify a farm system.  

Trees have been a forgotten 
tool for solving agriculture and 
environmental problems. A tree 
is like a Swiss Army Knife for 
land stewardship. 

Properly placed trees can 
block the wind, keep the snow 
off  the road, create habitat for 
animals and plants, provide 
a source of building material, 
clean the air, and produce food.

Th e list of solutions tree 
tech off ers is long. Trees can 
protect plants and animals from 
the harsh wind and weather to 
improve animal gain and plant 
yields. 

Farmers use trees to help 
block and fi lter manure smells. 
Tree tech can be used to house 
birds of prey to keep critters at 

bay. Tree tech can be used to 
increase the overall value of a 
farm; for example, one walnut 
tree can sell for $5,000. Trees 
hold a plethora of answers for 
the community and the farm.

Tree tech requires planning 
and patience, however. Trees 
are not a quick fi x. A steward 
of the land thinks in terms of 

40-year “tree time.” Perhaps a 
steward of the land may never 
see the trees they plant reach 
maturity, but that’s not the 
point of land stewardship. Land 
stewardship is about leaving a 
productive environment and 
legacy for the next generation. 
Tree tech benefi ts many gen-
erations.

Th ere are a few tree tech 
projects in Rock County this 
spring. One farmer is planting 
his 50-foot buff er for the deer. 
He is planting spruce trees for 
habitat and protection. He is 
also planting American plum 
fruit bushes to give the deer 
something to eat. 

Another land owner is 

creating a multi-functioning 
windbreak for a farmstead. He 
plans to plant fruit bushes such 
as elderberry, American cran-
berry bush and hazelnuts. His 
windbreak will include a row 
of evergreens to help block the 
wind and also be harvested for 
Christmas trees. 

Two other rows of trees will 
be dedicated to walnut and red 
maple trees to potentially be 
harvested for nuts, timber and 
trees for landscaping.

Th e last example of applied 
tree tech is Kim Rockman’s 
“Prairie Ally” on Blue Mound 
Avenue in Luverne. Prairie 
Ally is a food-forest plot and 
prairie restoration project that 
will be open to the public as an 
outdoor classroom. Prairie Ally 
will include a stream and buff er 
restoration project with the US 
Fish and Wildlife. 

Th is outdoor classroom will 
give stewards of the land ideas 
on how to protect the water and 
soil while also producing mar-
ketable products in the buff er. 
Rockman is doing a lot for the 
community simply by creating 
a healthy environment other 
stewards of the land can learn 
from. 

Stewards of the land 
interested in using tree tech to 
improve the land can seek out 
a local Master Gardener, visit 
the ag extension offi  ce, or call 
the Rock County Land Manage-
ment Offi  ce.

Springtime is just around 
the corner. As they say in the in-
dustry, “Th  e best time to plant a 
tree was years ago; the next best 
time to plant a tree is today.”   

A tree is like a Swiss Army Knife for land steward-
ship. Properly placed trees can block the wind, 
keep the snow off  the road, create habitat for 

animals and plants, provide a source of building 
material, clean the air, and produce food.

— Mike Walgrave, engineering technician,
Rock County Land Management Offi  ce

Master Gardner Michael Walgrave is working with Luverne's Kim Rockman to plot out a food forest 
(like the one pictured here) and annual gardens on her land along Blue Mound Avenue. “What Kim is 
doing here is fantastic — taking a great piece of property for agri-tourism,” Walgrave said. “It’s a space 
for healing and preserving the land. It’s good to see people with a vision and who are motivated.”

Use trees for solving ag and environmental problems
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Den herder construction, inc.
Jim Den Herder & Cal Den Herder
P.O. Box 522 • Luverne, MN 56156-0522 • denherderconstruction@gmail.com

507-920-8916 or 507-920-8917

Th e CROP of Den Herder Construction 
country-built homes continues to grow

Maybe you’re considering city life — take a look at 
Riverview Estates by Den Herder Construction

(to be completed 2018)

By Erin deKoning, DVM
Rock Veterinary Clinic

“My cattle are itchy and 
rubbing on everything!” 

Th is is a common com-
plaint that I hear this time of 
year, despite the animals being 
treated with topical or inject-
able lice preventative products. 

Why the sudden increase 
in itchy cattle now? Why did the 
product that I used fail to work? 
Why do my cattle seem to be 
fi ne in the summer?

For the answer to these 
questions, we need to learn 
a little bit about cattle lice in 
order to understand how to 
control them well. 

Lice are species specifi c, 
meaning that cattle cannot get 
lice from any other species. 
Cattle will only have cattle lice, 
horses will only have horse lice, 

goats will only have goat lice, 
etc. Additionally, humans can-
not get or give lice to animals.

Cattle have two diff erent 
types of lice that cause them 
problems — biting lice and 
sucking lice. Causing intense ir-
ritation, biting lice feed on skin, 
blood, and scabs. Biting lice are 
typically found along the ani-
mal’s back, shoulders and neck. 
Also found along the neck and 
head, sucking lice feed on blood 
meals. Severe infestations of 

sucking lice can actually cause 
anemia in animals.

Lice can be found on 
cattle all year, but populations 
decrease in the summer due 
to shedding of long winter hair 
and elevated temperatures. 

During cold weather, cattle 
crowd closer together, which 
allows for easy transmission 
between animals. Also, the 
combination of long winter hair 
with the colder temperatures 
creates an ideal environment 

for lice reproduction.
Th e entire reproductive 

cycle is complete in just twenty 
to thirty days. Hatching in fi ve 
to fourteen days, the female 
attaches her eggs to the cattle 
hair. Th e eggs go through a se-
ries of molts to become nymphs 
and eventually become adults 
that lay even more eggs, all in 
just fourteen days.

Many products are avail-
able to treat and control cattle 
lice. Talk with your favorite 

veterinarian on which product 
would be a good fi t for your par-
ticular operation. 

Any treatment is only as 
good as its application, so be 
certain to follow label direc-
tions for dose per animal and 
frequency of application.

In addition to treatment, 
a few management practices 
go a long way toward control-
ling lice. Cattle that are in good 
to excellent body condition 
are less susceptible to the side 
eff ects of lice infestations. As 
usual, good nutrition pays 
many rewards.

When treating cattle with 
topical products, it is critical to 
treat every animal, no excep-
tions. If just one animal is 
missed, it can re- infect all other 
previously treated cattle and 
negate any previous treatments.     

Cattle producers urged to control winter lice in animals
In addition to treatment, a few management prac-
tices go a long way toward controlling lice. Cattle 

that are in good to excellent body condition are less 
susceptible to the side eff ects of lice infestations. 

As usual, good nutrition pays many rewards.
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Year-end tax planning can

save you dollars!

Certifi ed Public Accountants
P.O. Box 685, 109 S. Freeman, Luverne, MN 56156
P.O. Box 707, 216 E. Main, Pipestone, MN 56164

EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARERS
WITH OFFICES IN PIPESTONE, 

LUVERNE, TYLER,  
LAKE WILSON AND MARSHALL

New Clients Welcome! 
 • Tax planning & preparation
 • Electronic tax fi ling available
 • Agri-plantm - pretax medical deductions
 • Accounting, Payroll & Bookkeeping services

Meulebroeck, Taubert 
& Co., PLLP

PLAN AHEAD!
Call today for an appointment.

Luverne               Pipestone
507-283-4055      507-825-4288

Simply
the Best

Residential • Commercial • Farm

 • Whole House Audio Systems 
• Wiring • Trenching • Panel Upgrades

•Free Estimates

FarmResidential Commercial

Licensed in MN, SD & IA
Now accept credit cards

No job too big or small

605-759-8194

Matt & Mike

By Barbara Anderson
Cattnach Insurance Agency

Multi-Peril Crop Insurance 
coverage has been providing a 
safety net to U.S. Farmers since 
1980. 

Prior to that time it was 
strictly a government program. 
While the basic structure of the 
program has remained largely 
intact, it has grown and evolved 
in many benefi cial ways. 

Producers now have the 
fl exibility to protect their needs. 
It’s no longer a cookie cutter or 
one-size-fi ts-all approach. 

With all of the options 
available, it’s more important 
than ever to have a trusted 
adviser. 

You choose a lender based 
on their fi nancial expertise and 
you purchase your seed and 
chemicals from someone who 
is an expert in their fi eld. 

Likewise, depend on an 
insurance professional to guide 
you through the complicated 
crop insurance program.

In an eff ort to maximize po-
tential earnings, area producers 
are foregoing expensive top-
heavy products and investing 
their premium dollars in plans 
that add the most revenue. 

I hear loud and clear from 
farmers that they need to make 
every dollar work for them this 
year. Insurance coverage is 
more aff ordable if you carry a 
larger deductible, while in-
creasing total coverage.

Revenue protection: 
Th is plan of coverage has 

gone by several diff erent titles 
including CRC (crop revenue 
coverage) and RA (Revenue As-
surance). Th e plan that protects 
both revenue and production 
is now simply referred to as 
Revenue Protection. 

Th is is the option the ma-
jority of producers prefer. You 
are able to exclude the Harvest 
Price for a reduction in premi-
um. Th is option is rarely chosen 
due to the risk of “outgrowing” 
the loss. If the yield is high 
enough it can off set a produc-
tion (yield) loss.

Unit structure: 
Originally you could 

choose only optional or basic 
units. Enterprise units has 
become a very popular option 
in recent years. It comes with a 
signifi cant reduction in premi-
um, but also means more risk 
for the producer.

Hail insurance: 
Hail insurance is not a new 

product, but there are many new 
ways to structure this coverage. 
Production Hail policies combine 
hail and yield protection into 
one policy that can be purchased 
along with a Multi-Peril Insur-
ance policy. 

Hail polices may contain ad-
ditional coverage such as vandal-
ism, fi re and storage coverage. 
Hail insurance coverage can be 
a cost eff ective way to protect 
individual farms if you have 
elected enterprise units. You can 
purchase several hundred dollars 
of coverage for a very reasonable 
premium.

Named peril products: 
Many companies off er ad-

ditional products that you can 
pair with your Multi-Peril cover-
age. Th ese may include increased 
replant coverage. Th e replant 
option may also include an, “early 
bird” clause that allows you to 

Maximize crop coverage now to prepare for disaster later

plant prior to the initial planting period 
and still have some replant protection. 
You can also purchase policies that 
increase your payment due to revenue 
and yield losses. 

Th ere are many variations between 
products. Th is is where that trusted 
insurance professional can really be an 
asset. Th ey can make sure you under-
stand the options and help you make 
the best choice for your operation. T

hese plans are a great way to get 
added protection. It is also important to 
understand the premium commitment 
that you are making. 

Is the increased protection cost 
eff ective in your operation? Having the 
maximum Multi-Peril levels in place 
fi rst is the most cost eff ective option 
due to the government subsidies avail-
able with these products.

Th e deadline for purchasing or 
changing Multi-peril spring crop cover-
age is March 15, 2018 . It’s important 
to start early and not wait until the last 
minute to make a decision. Protect 
your crop and your family’s livelihood 
with the right coverage.

In an eff ort to maximize potential earnings, 
area producers are foregoing expensive top-heavy 

products and investing their premium dollars 
in plans that add the most revenue. 

I hear loud and clear from farmers that they need to 
make every dollar work for them this year. 
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Adrian 507-483-2690
Edgerton 507-442-5441
Lamberton        507-752-7989
Luverne 507-283-8077
Marshall 507-532-3966
Pipestone 507-825-3239
Slayton 507-836-6102
Tyler 507-247-5575www.BuffaloRidgeConcrete.com

Ready Mix Concrete
to meet any specifi cations

• State certifi ed plant and materials

• Experienced drivers

• Prompt Delivery

• Quality controlled batching

• Competitive pricing

Full line of Prinsco
drainage tubing & fi ttings

Distributor Amvic
Insulated Concrete Forms

Profi t
from our 

Experience

Locally owned and operated

GROW YOUR PROFITS THROUGH
CONSERVATION, PRESERVATION

& GOOD MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Rock County Land Mgt./SWCD
311 W. Gabrielson Road, Luverne • 507-283-8862 Ext. 4 • www.rockswcd.org

• Feedlot Permits • Land Use & Zoning Permits
• Empty Pesticide Container Collection & Waste

Pesticide Collection
• Tree Planting Program • State Revolving Loan Program

• Cost-Share for Conservation Practices 
• Great Plains Grass Seeder •  Septic System Upgrades

• Well Sealing • Manure Sampling Kits
• Year Round Household Hazardous Waste Collection

• Water sample test kits available at the offi ce
• Land Owner Assistance with Minnesota Buffer Law

practices of a BQA program — 
and acquire the certifi cation 
— they assure their cattle are 
the best they can be.

Th e BQA stamp of ap-
proval will soon be required 
by beef harvest companies 
like Tyson, Cargill and JBS, Jay 
said.

“It won’t be long before all 
beef suppliers will be required 
to be BQA,” he said, adding 
that cattle transporters also 
have their own Trucking Qual-
ity Assurance standards for 
animal handling.

Deadlines loom for 
beef producers to be certifi ed

Dan and Amy Leuthold 
have a 700-head feeder cattle 

operation in southeastern Rock 
County along with 100 stock 
cows. 

Th ey sell their cattle to Ty-
son, which recently announced 
all its suppliers will need to be 
BQA certifi ed by January 2019. 

Dan said they already meet 
most of the BQA requirements 
for herd management and 
animal care, but haven’t yet 
completed the training toward 
certifi cation.

“I’ve looked at it online, 
I’ve been planning to do it, but 
haven’t signed up yet,” Dan 
said. “It takes time, and life gets 
in the way.”

Now he’s among dozens of 
local cattlemen who will stop 
procrastinating and start certi-

fying their work.
“If customers want to be 

assured that is being done, 
then we’ll assure them,” he 
said.

“You have to keep adapt-
ing and changing. It used to be 
everyone had a tie to the farm, 
at least through grandpa and 
grandma, but now we have 
consumers who are three gen-
erations removed and have no 
idea how food is produced.”

Leuthold admitted there 
are other aspects of the BQA 
process that he looks forward 
to, such as the recordkeeping 
requirements.

“To go through this pro-
cess will bring us up to speed 
on the latest and greatest 
methods of beef production,” 
he said.

Rock County leads 
the way in beef quality

Dr. Erin deKoning of the 
Rock Veterinary Clinic in 
Luverne off ers training for 
local beef producers to get 
certifi ed.

At her last session several 
weeks ago, 50 beef produc-
ers showed up for their BQA 
certifi cation, many of them for 
their three-year renewal.

Considering Rock Coun-
ty’s size, she said that’s an 
impressive number.

“It’s a protocol developed 
by cattlemen for cattlemen,” 
Peter said. “It’s a common-
sense approach to proper daily 
animal care.”

Cattlemen fund the pro-
gram through their Beef Check-
off  dollars as a way to promote a 
positive public image and instill 
consumer confi dence in the 
beef industry. 

“It’s 100-percent con-
sumer driven,” Peter Bakken 
said about BQA and about the 
award. “Th e goal is to have a 
quality product for the con-
sumer.”

When producers imple-
ment the best management 

Beef Quality Assurance takes a village of agriculture experts/continued from page 5
“It used to be 

everyone had a tie 
to the farm, at least 

through grandpa 
and grandma, 

but now we have 
consumers who are 

three generations re-
moved and have no 

idea how food 
is produced.”

— Dan Leuthold, 
beef producer

Thorough recordkeeping on animal nutrition is an important part 
of the Beef Quality Assurance certifi cation process.

BQA/ continued on next page
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CONSTRUCTION

PHONE 507-283-3999
1275 101st St., Luverne, MN 56156

Terraces • Waterways
Land Clearing • Building Sites

All Your Dirt, Gravel & Rock Needs

CONTACTS
TOM WALKER

BRYCE NIESSINK

SAND AND GRAVEL
TO MEET ALL SPECIFICATIONS

&

411 W. Gabrielson Ave. Luverne, MN
507-449-6130

JIINCTRUCK@IW.NET

DOT INSPECTIONS SPECIAL
• Commercial Trucks
• Commercial Trailers

• Pickups
• Pickup Pulled Trailers

• Complete inspection of unit to ensure it 
meets all DOT Regulatory laws. 

• Check tire pressures and fl uid levels where applicable
• We will also let you know of any reliability or repair 

concerns that are identifi ed during the inspection.

Please call and reserve an appointment today!

“I think it’s a case where 
if one producer does it, oth-
ers follow suit, and we’ve had 
really good leadership among 
our cattle producers,” deKoning 
said.

She said it’s helped that 
many Rock County producers 
— such as Bakkens and many 
other local beef producers — 
took the lead early on to adapt 
BQA practices.

deKoning said these prac-
tices are not only the right way 
to raise cattle, but they’re soon 
going to be the only way to do 
business.

“By 2019, Tyson has said 
if you want to sell cattle with 
them, you have to be BQA 
certifi ed,” she said. “Th ey come 
and look at your farm, your 
processes, pen conditions and 
how you handle sick cattle and 
rendering.”

She said she’s proud of 
Rock County’s beef produc-
ers for operating ahead of the 
curve.

“It’s what we’re all going to 
have to do someday, so we’re 
staying ahead of it,” she said.

And ultimately, that’s good 
news for consumers.

“We want to assure our 
consumers that we’re doing 
a good job in providing them 
a safe, wholesome product,” 
deKoning said.

She said the four veterinar-
ians and 15 staff  members of 
Rock Veterinary Clinic are all 
BQA certifi ed.

Also, two veterinarians are 
trainers for Pork Quality As-
surance and Transport Quality 
Assurance certifi cation.

“I’m pretty proud of that,” 

said deKoning, who took classes 
to be able to conduct the BQA 
certifi cation training for local 
beef producers. 

“It’s an extra service I can 
add for my producers s o they 
don’t have to travel,” she said.

Her next BQA training isn’t 
for another three years, but if 
they’re enough interest, she 
said she would consider sched-
uling another one in between.

‘Gold standard’ for 
local beef production

Th e Bakkens were inter-
viewed in October for a video 
about their Rock County opera-
tion that was shared at the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Association 

Convention in Phoenix.
Th at video played on a 

jumbo screen Feb. 2 for roughly 
6,000 people in the banquet 
hall while the Bakkens accepted 
their award on stage.

To be considered for the 
award, producers must have 
“a strong desire to continually 
improve Beef Quality Assurance 
(BQA) on their operations while 
encouraging others to imple-
ment the comprehensive cattle 
management program.”

Jay said business improve-
ments just make sense. 

“We’ve all fi gured out that 
the better you take care of the 
animals, the better they’ll per-
form for you.”

Dr. deKoning said produc-
ers like the Bakkens help to 
improve standards for all beef 
production.

“Jay and Peter are my gold 
standard for how things are 
done in my practice,” she said.

“Th ey’re willing to talk 
to some of my other clients 
… about how they handle 
situations. ... I can use them 
to infl uence how some of my 
other producers are going to do 
things.”

Th e video can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=3bLo-cp3I5k&app.
“I’m a believer in the Beef 

Quality Assurance Program 
because it gives you some ac-
countability and it’s about the 
last word, ‘assurance,’” Peter 
said at the end of the video. 

“Why are we out here doing 
this? To provide a quality beef 
product to the consumer.”

Th e Bakken brothers (sons 
of Richard and Linda Bakken) 
are fourth-generation farmers 
and second-generation cattle 
feeders. Blac-X is an acronym 
for Bakken land and cattle.

Beef Quality Assurance takes a village of agriculture experts/continued from page 26

When it's time to move cattle, Peter and Jay Bakken have learned that outcomes — health and performance of the animals— are 
better when cattle are handled humanely in a way that they're not stressed. (Beef Qualtiy Assurance image)
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SUPPORTING A STRONG FARM ECONOMY

We thank all of our customers for 
their business & support. It will be our 
pleasure to again work with all of you 
in the months ahead. We look forward 
to serving you during this upcoming 

spring season.

A Feed for any need!

S. Highway 75 • Luverne, MN
507-283-9555 • 1-800-956-9556

The Luverne Farm Store is a proud supporter of all our local swine producers. We
continue to focus our efforts toward bringing new technology in Feed Premixes, Animal

Health Products, Advancing Barn Efficiencies, and Livestock Marketing to our local
producers. The Luverne Farm Store applauds the efforts of all area farmers in utilizing
local livestock manure as an innovative method of fertilization. We look forward to
providing more value added services to local farmers, as we all work to protect our

environment and strengthen our local farming economy.
-

Over 50 years of providing many quality products with outstanding customer service.

www.luvernefarmstore.com
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